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First place winner Oki Yucker with her chocolate his and h~rs 
hats. She participated in the Kahala Mall chocolate sculptmg 
contest over Valentines Day weekend. 
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Improved KCC webpage underway . . 
' ' The new site will have a more JOb 1s workmg w1th the different sec-

Jennie Fujimoto professional and academic look. tions on c~~pus and. disco~ering the 
Staff Writer Zastrow feels that giving the site a many exciting, ongomg proJects. Ev-

It will not be long until KCC will 
have a whole new look on web 
browsers around the world. Toward 
the end of May, the Kapiolani Online 
Information Network (KOIN) will 
have a much more professional and 
sophisticated look. 

Former KCC librarian Jan 
Zastrow has been hired to redesign 
KCC 's website. The goal of the new 
website is to be user-friendly and to 
make it easier for viewers to find 
exactly what they are looking for. 
Zastrow says that the current site is 
out of date and it is difficult to find 
information. To solve the problem, 
. she is incorporating a site map, 
search engine, and navigational bar 
into the new design. The site will 
also have more information for the 
KCC faculty and staff. 

more unified look will benefit the eryone she has worked With has 
web visitors greatly. As visitors given her very positive feedback. 
browse through the web pages, Last August, Zastrow .started ?er 
greater uniformity in color, logo and own company, H~pe.rCh~k Onhne 
layout will let users know that they Services. She ~pec1ahz~s m co~tent 
are still "surfino" on the KCC site. development, mformahon archltec

For the past ~wo months, Zastrow ture, corporate train in~, Internet 
has been busy with the planning and coaching, distance educat1on co~sul
design stage of the process. She has tation and digiti~ing collections. 
been meeting with different sections Prior to HyperChck, Zastrow was 
on campus to discover as much in- employed at the Center of Excel
formation as possible. Now that lence in Disaster Management and 
planning is over, she is ready to make Humanitarian Assistance, where she 
the pages come alive. · developed web and CD-ROM edu

In the beginning of the project, cational products. 
Zastrow found difficulty in unravel- Web visitors can expect to see the 
ing what had been done in the past completed site at the e~d of May . 
.However, with a lot of coopennion Until then, Zastrow will be busy 
from fellow staff members, the job working on KCC's "window to the 
has become much easier. She says world." For more information, visit: 
that the most enjoyable aspect of the http://web@ leahi.kcc.hawaii.edu. 

Students find distance learning 
convenient, technically challenging 

Tuition wavers 
for Hawaiians 

Charles Bohannan 
Editor 

Last week Kapi'o printed an ar
ticle on the effectiveness of distance 
learning instruction through com
ments posted by three KCC profes
sors. This week's article focuses on 
the opinion of several KCC stu
dents on the same issue. 

Students of three separate En
glish classes- two on-line and one 
not - provided a blend of positive 
and negative commentary on ques
tions regarding the effectiveness of 
distance learning. Questionnaires 
were sent out last week to students 
of Judi Kirkpatrick's on-line En
glish 100 and 215 classes and Gary 
Pak's non-on-line English 100class 
The consensus found among re
sponses listed distance learning as 
a positive tool due to more conve
nient accessibility, technological 
challenge and added stimuli. Those 
who listed disadvantages agreed 
that the need for human, face-to
face interaction was imperative to 
the learning process. 

29 students ofPak's English 100 · 
class were asked whether or not 
they would take an internet taught 
class. Over half support the notion, 
writing that computer and multime
dia technology could deliver infor
mation in more understandable 
forms along with saving time. Ten 
students said they would not do so, 
due to the lack of in-person inter
action. A few added that certain 
classes, such as foreign language, 
speech and debate would be an im-

possibility on-line. 
Kirkpatrick 's classes are taught 

over the internet, and allow students 
to participate from computers at sepa
rate, remote locations. In addition to 
the core course work required within 
these classes comes the necessity to 
utilize computers and cyber space 
tools. Students rarely collectively 
meet face-to-face with each other or 
the instructor, and assignments and 
questions are posted in an electronic 
forum. Communication on-line is 
accomplished via the forum or a 
weekly "MOO" session, where a "live 
chat" classroom format is followed. 

The following lists some of the 
questionaire's answers posted last 
week via e-mail by some of 
Kirkpatrick's students: 

Q: What are the advantages of dis
tance learning? 

A: • "The on-line option has made 
it possible for me to take. a required 
class and get started back in college, 
while at the same time functioning as 
a full-time mom ... my research skills 
on the world wide web have improved 
markedly ... one can contact the teacher 
or students via bulletin board or e
mail at their convenience" -Susan 
Simon 

• "I am able to work in my own 
home .. .the time spent driving, wait
ing for parking, etcetera is now used 
for studying or catching up on other 
things. This in turn helps my ability 
to learn effectively ... "- Terrie 

• "An internet class can only be 
successfully implemented for certain 
areas of study. For English, this class 
has allowed me to hone my writing 
skills much more than the traditional 

classroom by having access t~ 
everybody's material. This way, I 
get more feedback and opinions on 
my writing. Others open up ab~:mt 

issues in their lives that they might 
not do when face to face with each 
other." - Chris McAfee 

• ''I'm an older student ... distance 
learning has made me realize that 
my 'maturity' is an asset rather than 
a hindrance."- Janell Nishimoto 

Q: What are some disadvantages 
associated with distance learning? 

A: • "Over the internet, techni
cal difficulties can sometimes delay 
or prevent one from attending 
class." - Terrie 

• "I don't feel that it is a good 
idea to take a writing intensive 
internet course. I find it best to have 
a teacher that I see often in order to 
discuss questions." Christy Cham
bers 

• "There is a lack of body lan
guage type of communication and 
social interaction."- Susan Simon 

• "Work done can be done 
quicker and better in a quarter or 
less of the time that is spent on
line."- Janell Nishimoto 

Q: Can the poor financial condi
tion of UH be helped by distance 
learning? 

A: • "Yes, but it will take time to 
implement any quality programs." 
- Janell Nishimoto 

• "Yes. Class space is spared to 
make room for more (physical) 
classes, thereby granting additional 
revenues for the University."-Terrie 

All of Kirkpatrick's students 
anonymously agreed that on-line 
classes are not necessarily intended 

Malia Bird 
Staff Writer 

"I believe that we can raise the 
nation through education," said Dr. 
Lilikala Kame'eleihiwa to approxi
mately 45 persons who gathered at 
the Center for Hawaiian Studies on 
Feb. 17 at UH-MAnoa Wednesday 
to discuss tuition waivers for Hawai
ians. Kame 'eleihiwa is director of 
the Center for Hawaiian Studies. 

Kame'eleihiwa's vision is to bet
ter the Hawaiian community through 
education. She· said that she hopes 
to someday see Hawaiians repre
sented in every department at the 
University of Hawai 'i. Presently, 
less than 2 percent of the 1 0-year 
staff at the Manoa campus are part 
Hawaiian, said Kame'eleihiwa. 

She added that although Hawai
ians represent 23 percent of the pub
lic school student population, only 
8.8 percent of the 10,000 under
graduate students at UH-Manoa are 
Hawaiian. Of the 2,451 tuition waiv
ers granted for the 1998-1999 school 
year, 110 were given to Hawaiians. 

A recurring question about why 
Hawaiians should be given prefer
ential treatment was addressed. 
Kame'eleihiwa pointed out that 
Hawai'i has a special politically
based trust relationship with the 
United States, and that this is not an 
issue of race. 

In 1993, President Clinton signed 
an Apology Bill calling for a process 
of reconciliation and economic re-

vitalization, and Kame' eleihiwa be
lieves that education is the key. 

"In addition, there are numerous 
land issues that have never been re
solved and have resulted in poverty 
for many Hawaiians," she said. 
"They are overrepresented in prison 
and on welfare and 
underrepresented in . school. 
Kame'eleihiwa estimates that al
though it would cost about $3,000 
to give a year of education to aHa
waiian, it costs about $30,000 to 
keep one in prison for a year. Edu
cation creates peaceful change. 

"Native American Indians al
ready receive free tuition to _their re
spective state universities. Hawai
ians are asking that the same apply 
to them." 

She added the fact that UH
Manoa sits on 16,000 acres of 5(f) 
ceded lands only adds significance 
because there has been no compen
sation in the 92-year history of the 
school. (5(f) ceded lands are those 
in which 20 percent of the revenues 
are to be used to benefit Hawaiians.) 

Kame'eleihiwa gave some ex
amples of how to come up with the 
estimated $7.5 million, one of which 
was to charge for the use of the tele
scopes in the observatories on 
Mauna Kea, which sit on ceded 
lands. 

The meeting ended with the ma
jority of the audience relocating to 
the capital to support Senate Bill456 
calling for 500 tuition waivers for 
Hawaiians. 
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Financial Aid Office's policy presumes students up to no good 
If the Financial Aid Office's the semester. Unfortunately, the current Finan- individual who actually wrote it. It's us we can't use our government 

policy on financial aid awards is any What's worse is that not one cial Aid Office's policy on the dis- twisted logic and it just doesn't make grants on tuition and books? There 
indication of how they feel about penny of the money awarded to the tribution of financial aid to students any sense. policy is a self-serving policy and it 
you, then watch your back because student is made available to help the is basea on the presumption that stu- Of course the teacher should dis- is very anti-student. 
they just don't trust you. In an at- student pay for tuition when tuition dent are up to no good. cipline the individual rule-breaking Like most of my fellow students 
tempt to protect itself against fraud fees are due. There is no question that abuses student, not the class as a whole. I'm neither out to abuse, or defraud 
and abuses, the KCC Financial Aid Allow me to illustrate: John Doe in the system exist. However, instead However, that's the class we 're in the financial aid system. I don't be-
Office has resorted to a protection- has been awarded a 1200-dollar Pell of dealing with those individuals when it comes to getting our finan- lieve that I should have my govern-
ist policy that is replete with contra- grant by the federal government to who abuse the financial aid system, cial aid here at KCC. It 's a class in ment award rationed off because it 
dictions and undermines the intent help him go to college. Because of the Financial Aid Office finds it which all of the students are made makes it easier for the Financial Aid 
of financial aid. John's low income, this money will much more convenient to punish all to pay for tlie infractions of a few. Office to deal with abuses. 

I don't have to tell you about the enable him to go to KCC and de- of the students here at KCC as a The Financial Aid Office makes The intent of financial aid is to 
importance of financial aid. Like velop the skills necessary to lift him- whole. the presumption that most students enable students to go to school, but 
many of my fellow students I sim- self out of his low income situation. Perhaps it saves them the trouble are out to abuse the system, and as a the system in place at KCC now 
ply Would not be able to attend John is excited about the prospect of having to find the actual individu- result there should be obstacles set seems to work more to prevent it. 
school if it weren't for financial aid. of enrolling in school and develop- als who violate the rules and abuse up to prevent that abuse. The burden KCC should adopt the student 

When you ask most people the ing those skills. However, when he the system, but what the financial aid of proof is shifted to the student to ffiendly policy of many Community 
question "What are the two greatest goes down to the school to register, administration gains in convenience prove that he or she is not a thief, College's across the nation that make 
expenses associated with going to he is told that the federal money that we the students lose in access to our and that is simply wrong. financial aid awards available to stu-
school?" you are likely to get two he was depending on to pay for tu- college money. What that basically means in dents in full by registration. This 
pretty consistent answers, tuition and ition won't be made available to him The current policy is self-serving practical terms is that students are would guarantee that students have 
books. I don't think that there is one until after the tuition is due. Al- and it's very anti-student. This is the on their own when it comes to pay- available to them the money they 
student who hasn't at some point though John had a 1200-dollar grant current financial aid department's ing for tuition and books even when need for tuition and books when they 
gasped from the high costs of tuition to enable him to go to school it won't logic. If a sixth grade boy wrote a the government gives them the need it. 
and books. However, under the cur- matter. bad word on the chalkboard; instead money to do so. The frustration is Sometimes doing the right thing 
rent system, money earmarked to Under the current system at KCC of the teacher finding out who wrote compounded by the fact that it is our requires sacrifice; I hope the Finan-
·help the students pay the costs of if John can't come up with the the bad word, she could just give the money. cial Aid Office will make that sacri-
tuition and books 1sn't given to the money for tuition on his own, he sim- whole class detention and save her- Who do these financial aid office flee in the interest of the students. 
student in full until half way through ply won't be able to go to school. self the trouble of looking into the policy makers think they are to tell -Chris Franklin 

Poetry Corner Financial Aid Office response 
We thought that this poem would be fitting for the killer south swell 

we just had. Mahalos Roger! -ed. 

Wave Praise 
.Getting ·a good wave is like living a dream 
At a crowded break, it could make you gleam 
An epic day of surf can give you fame 
·But still getting cranked is really lame. 
All my I ife I search for the perfect wave 
Some people call me a surfing $lave. 
My love for it just drives me there 
To get a good wave without a care 
The place where we live is really the best 
I'm really so happy my family built their nest 
Cuz Hawaii has given me the gift of wave 
And growing up here this is alii crave 
Also say thanks to the wave, it gave me some monies 
But most important I met ·a lot of honeys. 

-Roger Wong 
English 204W 
Dennis Kawah~rada, instructor 

The rationale behind the policy 
for multiple disbursement of aid is 
primarily to prevent students from 
being in an overaward situation 
when their enrollment level drops 
below the award level. 

By adjusting the award level and 
reducing the amount of the award to 
match a student's enrollment, a stu
dent will not be in a situation in 
which money must be returned to the 
federal government. 

In addition, by adjusting the 
award level and reducing the amount 
of the award to match a student's 
enrollment, satisfactory academic 
progress is preserved to the student's 
benefit. The student is not using se
mesters of eligibility as quickly and 
is able to receive aid as long as pos
sible within the maximum of six full 
time semesters of aid. At the Uni
versity of Hawaii-Manoa and Hilo 
where only one check is disbursed 

per semester, the student is consid
ered to have utilized a full semester 
of eligibility even if they end up 
earning less than full-time credits. 

The Student Financial Aid Hand
book from the Department of Edu
cation allows the institutions to use 
their discretion in setting the school 
policy. Our policy is followed at all 
of the community colleges and UH 
West Oahu. It is felt that as custodi
ans of federal funds and on behalf 
of the majority of the students we 
serve, this is the best possible policy. 

Based on income and asset infor
mation of the student and/or parents 
provided on the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, the Federal Pro
cessor applies a standard formula to 
determine the Estimated Family 
Contribution (EFC) . A combination 
of the family contribution and any 
financial aid funds are expected to 
be used towards the student's total 

Do you support the bill to 'legalize 
medical marijuana? 

I think that they should 
definitely use it for 
medical purposes. 

Shawn Kaneshiro 
liberal Arts 

I think it's a good idea! 

Scottie Soul 
Liberal Arts 

Yes, I support the bill 
because it is good for 
cancer patients. 

Eli Morinaga 
Pre Business 

I support it, but only 
strictly for medicinal use. 
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cost of education. Federal funds are 
not necessarily applied only towards 
tuition and even if grant monies are 
not enough to fully cover the cost of 
tuition, students have an option to 
cover this difference via other means 
such as federal student loans. 

Finally, if students meet the pro
cessing deadline (Aprill) for KCC, 
they may receive a tuition waiver to 
cover tuition costs and could then 
apply the federal funds to books/sup
plies, room/board, or personal/trans
portation costs. 

KAPI,'O ' " ~ ~; 
Honolulu, Hi 96816 ' 
Phone: 734-9120 fax: 734~9287 ; 
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Chocolate lovers fantasy nets KCC students $$ 

Photo courtesy of Akihiro Tonegawa 

Above: Alexander Von Keltz and his kissing fish. 
Right: Akihiro Tonegawa and his chocolate seals. 

Students in Chef Ernst 
Hiltbrand's patisserie class won all 
three prizes in the Feb. 10 Kahala 
Mall chocolate sculpture contest. 

First prize winner, Oki Yucker, 
took home first prize of $1,000 for 
a beautiful chocolate display of his-

and-her hats. Akihiro Tonegawa 
won $500 for his chocolate 'seals, 
and Alexander Von Keltz won $250 
for his kissing fish . 

All eight KCC Food Service stu
dents did an outstanding job with 
their 15 pounds of chocolate to mold 

into a Valentine 's theme. The work 
was sensitive, as the molding and 
carving had to be completed in the 
right temperature. Since the students 
were only given a two-and-a-half 
week notice, heaps of overtime ef
fort was put into every sculpture. 

Way Out West hits UH Ballroom 
UH will be rocked this Saturday, Their first full length self-titled al- beautifully spacious UH Campus 

Feb. 27, by the biggest dance mu- bum, released by UK dance label Center Ballroom, located on the 
sic act to hit these islands since deConstruction, came out in 1996. second floor of the campus center. 
Crystal Method performed at The Several of this album's tracks made The doors will open at 9 p.m., and 
Source last year. England's very it to the European Top 100 Dance the party will last until 3 a.m. In 
own Way Out West will travel way Music charts, with the club epic addition to Way Out West, DJ 
out west, bringing their unique mu- "The Gift" making it to No. 15. Colette from Chicago, DJ Modika 
sical stylings to the UH Ballroom Also, some of the music videos fromMaui, KTUH's own house dj 
on the culminating date of their from this album are in rotation on G-Spot and 15 other local djs will 
1999 North American Tour. They MTV. After riding the massive perform everything from hip-hop to 
have toured North America and Ja- wave created by this album for booty, from techno to trance. Also 
pan on several occasions. However, nearly two years, they spent most at the concert will be two airbounce 
this is their first time to stop over of 1998 in the studio worki~g on 

-
trampolines for your amusement 

here in Hawai' i, and we are very for- their forthcoming album set to ap- along with trippy lasers and light-
tunate, indeed. pear in record stores before this ing for your visual stimulation. Free 

Way Out West have been mov- summer. parking is available on the upper 
ing people on dance floors in En- The UH Campus Center Activi- campus after 9 p.m. For more in-
gland and throughout Europe since ties Board and Double-0-Spot are formation, call 591-3500 or check 
their debut singles releases in 1993. co-presenting this concert at the out <www.double-o-spot.com>. 

Ka 'Ikena exhibit: 
Nature reveals itself 

A special Ko'a Gallery exhibit 
entitled "Interior/Exterior" featur
ing oil paintings by Alan Leitner 
and watercolors by David Behlke 
has opened in the Ka'Ikena Dining 
Room in the Ohelo Building. 

Leitner teaches a variety of art 
classes at Leeward Community 
College, as well as a community 
class in oil painting at the Hono
lulu Academy Art Center. He has 
been active 'in the Honolulu art 

Ulu Top 
Watercolor 
David Behlke 

scene since his graduate school 
days at UH Manoa in the 70's and 
is known for his highly textured 
and contrasting works on canvas 
and in his prints. Leitner is repre
sented in the State Foundation of 
Culture in the Arts public art col
lection, the Honolulu Academy of 
Art collection, private and corpo
rate collections in Hawai 'i and on 
the mainland. 

In these works Leitner explores 
emotions; feelings and thoughts by 
using semi-tortured symbols: a 
moth, blooming flowers, the hu
man form and X forms. He floats 
many of these symbols on highly 
textured grounds or places them in 
shimmering pools of light. The 
paintings seem to move off the wall 
into the viewer's space. 

Behlke teaches various studio 
classes and directs the Koa. In ad
dition hie teaches a watercolor class 
at the Honolulu Academy Art Cen
ter. He works in watercolors, con
structed pain ti ng s and stained 
glass. Behlke is represented in the 
State Foundation of Culture and the 
Arts public art collection and in 
many private and corporate collec
tion locally and on the mainland. 

The watercolors on display em
phasize the abundant plant life in 
Hawai 'i, such as orchids and ulu. 
Behlke often paints at the Lyon Ar
boretum where he looks for dra
matic passages of light playing in 
nature. His work captures the 
beauty of our surroundings in rich 
layers of color which he observes 
from nature. 

"Interior/Exterior" runs through 
March 19 .. 

Ka'Ikena Dinning Room hours: 
Tuesday- Friday, 11:00- 1:30 
(lunch) and 5:30- 8:30 (dinner). 

Tulip 
Mixed Media 
Alan Leitner 
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Black history month.· · 
in Hawai'i 

Yoellah Yuhudah 
To be multi-cultural is not a new 

reality for Hawai'i today, but just 
two decades ago African Americans 
in the entire United States were hav
ing a serious identity crisis. 

The U.S . Government has 
emerged as a beacon and example 
of things like equal employment, fair 
housing and pro-choice religion. We 
can look forward to more improve
ment in the status and rights of Afri
can-Americans in the year 2000. 

In this next week, there are sev
eral opportunities to learn more 
about African-American culture and 
heritage. 

From 10 a.m. to I p.m. on Feb. 
27 at the Honolulu Academy of Arts, 
stories will be read by African
American Attorney Daphne Barbee. 
Also, one can learn about Nigeria 
from Yakim Ajay, or have a picture 
taken in African Costumes. 

These activities are free and 
sponsored by the Academy Educa
tion Department in Collaboration 
with the Hawai 'i Chapter of the 
Links. The Links are a world re
nowned Charter of African Ameri
can Women. 

Activities Around Town 
Runoko Rashidi, historian, author 

and lecturer will be presenting a slide 
lecture on "Blacks in the Pacific" on 
Saturday evening, March 6, at 7:30 
pm at the Center for Hawaiian Stud
ies, UHM on Dole St. 

·Rashidi is considered one of the 
top persons in the field of the Paci
fies indigenous black (Melanesian) 
populations. He recently returned 
from a month-long tour of Austra
lia, where he was the keynote 

speaker at a related conference . 
Hosting the conference were 
Australia's Koori (aboriginal) 
people. 

The plight of the Koori, as well 
as other black Pacific peoples, is 
something most of the world knows 
little about. They comprise of less. 
than 2 percent of Australia's popu
lation yet account for 70 percent of 
the prison population there. Rashidi 
will speak about the history of the 
region - inCluding the complete ex
termination of Tasmania's black 
population by the British - up until 
the present situation of the Koori. 

Rashidi's presentation is 
co-sponsored by the Center for Ha
waiian Studies, UH MAnoa Ethnic 
Studies Department, The ASUH, 
CCB Activities Council and the Ha
waii Black History Committee. For 
informatiion, call 239-8112. 

African Dance Party 
First Circle: Drum, Dance and 

Song will be hosting an African 
Dance Party from 9:30p.m. to 1:30 
a.m. on Friday Feb. 19 and Saturday 
Feb. 27 at Whiskey Beach. 

The event will feature traditional 
West African drumming, perfor
mances by Academia Capoeira 
Batuque and the First Circle Dance 
ensemble, mixing with live Dis, spe
cial guest artists and other surprises. 

Admission is $3 at the door, 21 
and over only. Whiskey B~l}~h is lo;
cated at 1017 Kariolani Blvd •. across 
from the Blaisdell Center near Ward 
and Kapi 'olani. For more informa
tion on this event, as well as African 
and Community Drum and Dance 
classes, please call the Bonolulu 
Rhythm Line at 377-DRUM. 

Can of Coke, Diet Coke or Sprite 
with each purchase of a full-size bento 
or H£:iwaiian plate. 

3685 Alohea Rue. Call@ 737-4531 now 

Treat yourself to: 

the BEST HAWAIIAN FOOD 

IN HONOLULU-
poke, imu kalua pig, laulau (voted the best in Honolulu 
in 1997!). 

BENTOSand 
8 DIFFERENT KINDS OF MUSUBI 
starting at 7 5 cents 

Kapi'olani 
Community 
College 

Alohea Avenue 

Diamond 
Head 

Theater 

Fart 
Ruger 
t1arket 
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Down Under: Where the people are great ... 

photo courtesy of Jessica Carpenter 

jessica Carpenter with waterfalls in the b ackground. 

· '.~.a~d the reefs, 
forests, beautiful 

)ess1ca Carpenter 
Saff Writer 

Terra Incognita Austrailis, The 
Unknown Southern Land, it is the 
largest island in the world, it is Aus
tralia. That name alone conjures up 
images of jumping kangaroos, desert 
outback, pints of beer, Crocodile 
Dundee, sharks, snakes, surfers, ko
ala bears and the accent that is dis
tinctively Australian. The reality, of 
course, goes far beyond the stereo
typical myth and loses itself in a 
myriad of contrasts. 

First discovered in 1770 by Capt. 
James Cook, Australia was claimed 
by England. They disregarded the 
fact that it belonged to the Aborigi
nes. As in every other land of dis
covery, Australia was taken by force 
and the natives nearly wiped out to 
extinction. The British made Austra
lia a penal colony and banished their 
so-called undesirables to the land 
down under. Little did they know 
that one day this rough and rugged, 
harsh land would become one of the 
most beautiful in the world. 

Traveling to Australia entails a 
long flight, but it is well worth the 
three movies and a cramped neck. 
Once off the plane, one is first 
greeted by the weather. 

What touches your senses de
pends on what part of Australia you 
touch down in. This particular jour
ney took us to Queensland and the 
Far North. 

It is here where the reef and the 

rainforest meet like nowhere else on 
Earth. Tropical prehistoric forests 
and perfumed floral scents drift 
through the air. The eye is captured 
by natural beauty that spreads itself 
out into two World Heritage areas. 
These areas are the Great Barrier 
Reef and the Daintree Rainforest. 

North of Cape York and south of 
the Tropic of Capricorn stretches the 
Great Barrier Reef. Alive beneath the 
shimmering Cora-l Sea is a sym
phony of exotic aquatic life. It is one 
of the greatest wonders of the world 
and has to be experienced to be be
lieved. 

From a white pontoon in the open 
ocean, I dived into another world. 
Under the cover of pristine waters 
golden strands of seaweed like mer
maid hair drifted back and forth as 
if by the ocean's internal wind. All 
was magical and alive in this under 
sea paradise. 

I was taken back by the colors. A 
crown of bright blue coral shot out 
from the sandy bottom. Schools of 
colorful tropical fish performed a 
ballet before my eyes. Soon I felt as 
if I was a fish myself. 

Then all _ of a sudden from the 
depths a reef shark appeared. It ap
proached me with its distinguishable 
back and forth movement. I was 
stunned to see this &ver so feared 
creature. To see this shark a finger's 
distance made me almost g-asp. It 
swam away into the unknown. 
Somehow I felt privileged to see this 

Naresh UJha 
English 227 

"G day mate!!!" 
"Good day." 
"Ah,you're a yank." "Where you 

from?" 
"We're from Hawai'i." 
Several years ago I spent a week 

in Australia during Christmas vaca-
• tion, with a group of my friends. It 

was nothing but fun. When I arrived 
there, the weather was just like 
Hawai'i, sunny, clear and just like 
paradise. Their seasons are reversed 
from our seasons. It was summer 
time in Australia. 

One of the first things that I 
noticed about Australia is that the 
people are very friendly and are in
trigued by the American accent. Aus
tralians love to talk. You could be 
walking down the street, and if an 
Ausi finds out that you are an Ameri
can, he or she will start to talk to you. 
Usually the conversation will be 
about where you are from and how 
do you like Australia. 

Australians also love to drink and 
party. There is some sort pub or tav
ern on every corner of the street. 
Even early in the morning like 
around 10 a.m. people are inside a 
pub having a drink. 

If the bartender finds out that you 
are an American. he will usually of
fer you a free drink on the house. 

"So you guys are yanks." "Where 
are you all from?" 

"We're from Hawai'i." 
"Hawai 'i!!! Must be like para

dise." "Well since you guys aren't 

from here, the first round is on the 
house." 

I couldn't get over how friendly 
and courteous the Australians are. 
One time my friends and I were wait
ing to cross the street. All of a sud
den the car came to a complete stop 
and the driver signaled us to cross. 

Another time my friends and I 
were running to catch the bus but we 
missed it. A group of surfers saw us 
miss the bus. 

"Too bad, mate, we saw you miss 
the bus." "Where're you heading?" 

"Were going to the beach." 
"Ahh, you guys are yanks, hop 

in we're heading to the beach." 
The surfers were two college stu

dents in their 20's. They drove the 
three of us to a place called Manly 
Beach. The beach was kind of like 
the beaches in Hawai 'i. The sand 
was soft and powdery. The sky was 
clear and the sun was smiling at ev
erybody. 

As my friends and I walked on 
the beach, it was like a dream come 
true. Most of the girls were topless 
and they all had that shapely hour 
glass figure . My neck got sore from 
checking out all of the girls. Our first 
priority was to check out the surf and 
to see how it compared to Hawai 'i. 
But that would have to wait. Now 
our main priority was to check out 
the girls. One of my friend went pic
ture crazy. He must have taken at 
least three rolls of film. 

As we walked on the beach 
checking out the scene, we noticed 
that the women were very friendly. 

They were very responsive, easy 
going and they love to talk. If we saw 
some cute girls, we would just go to 
them and strike up a conversation. 

The women haq little or no atti
tude. We ended up hooking up with 
three Australian girls and went out 
on a date with them later that 
evening. 

We spent about 20 minutes talk
ing to the ladies. They then decided 
to go for a swim. Like a bunch of 
horny teenagers reaching puberty, 
we all ran after them. 

The Australian water is very 
clean with a greenish blue color to 
it. It is a bit cold when you compare 
it to the Hawaiian waters. The waves 
that day must have been three to four 
feet. None of us had boards, so we 
just body surfed. 

The waves were breaking pretty 
close to the shore so we didn't have 
to swim out too far. The sets were 
corning in threes. The wave form had 
a good tube formation and the break 
was not bad either. We all were 
catching some pretty good waves. 

After we were finished body surf
ing, we went to look for the three 
girls we had just met. They had al
ready left. Not a problem, they gave 
us their numbers and they said that 
they wanted to meet us later that 
night. 

As we caught the bus back into 
town, we couldn't get over how great 
everything was going. But it was 
only 6 p.m. and the day was just be
ginning. The best was yet to come. 

Spring 8, 

mysterious creature, and the fear 
subsided. I stayed under water for 
hours blowing out the water from the 
top of my snorkel in a whales spout. 
The Great Barrier Reef is its own· 
country. 

From one wonder we are led to 
another, The Daintree Rainforest. 
Hugging the coastline and merging 
to the sea, it is the oldest living for
est in the world, older than the Ama
zon having survived over 100,000 
years. It is a source of ongoing sci
entific study and baffles one in its 
immense size. 

Filled with delicate 
ferns,mosses,orchidsand night
glowing fungi, the forest never 
sleeps. Choruses of birds fly over
head and settle into their favorite 
trees, while the canopy of the 
rainforest is so high one can barely 
glimpse the sky. 

Our guide took us into its heart. 
Driving our van down the windy 
roads through tropical vegetation, he 
would stop every now and then to 

let us check out the sights. Toting my 
camera, I found it was impossible to 
capture the scene. Everything was so 
immense that through the camera's 
eye it just looked like bunches of 
leaves and intertwined tree trunks. 
Tilting my head back to see, the tops 
of the forested canopy seemed miles 
away. Giant king ferns shot out from 
earth as large as two-story houses. 

Plants upon plants mingled to
gether in a mass array of jungle 
greenery. Wild orchids and tropical 
flowers decorated the forest floor in 
bloom, while exotic parrots and 
tropical birds screached across the 
sky. 

Our guide stopped to point out the 
edible fruits and the soap tree, which 
he pulled a leaf from. Rubbing the 
leaf between his palms with some 
water, he demonstrated how it cre
ated a foamy soap. We smelled his 
hands and were in awe. 

He told us of the medicinal val
ues of certain plants and how the 
Aborigines used them. There were 
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dangerous plants as well, the sting
ing plant with the heart-shaped 
leaves. It was so poisonous to touch 
that those who did were inflicted 
with such intense pain, that in the 
past they poured kerosene over their 
skin to burn it off. 

We followed our guide -down a 
freshly laid wooden path that curved 
in~o the forest. The warm fresh smells 
of shimmering green leaves filled 
my head. Below this immense 
canopy of prehistoric trees I couldn't 
help but feel so miniscule. Life was 
all around in full fledged glory. This 
rainforest was an example of the 
awesome perfection of nature. 

There are no other places like 
these on Earth, and the journey to 
the Far North is possible for every
one, even the budget traveler. The 
weather is warm and tropical all year 
round and. accommodation ranges 
from the backpacking hostel to the 
five star luxury. This is definitely an 
adventure waiting to happen. 

t 
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Mexico:Land of the Mayan Ton1bs 
Anfrea Fagan 
English 227 

Pulling the cuffs of my jacket 
over my hands, I curled towards the 
window and peered into the black 
countryside. Specks of light from a 
distant village flashed across the 
glass and were gone. We had caught 
a midnight bus out of Mexico City 
and as the passengers nodded off one 
by one, the driver pressed harder on 
the gas . By 3 am we were flying 
down the deserted superhighway at 
a furious speed. 

My son, Adam, and I were bound 
for Palenque, the ancient Mayan ru
ins in the middle of Mexico. We 
were going several days and hun
dreds of miles out of our way at the 
insistence of his great-uncle. The 
man had lived 60 of his 82 years in 
Mexico, so we trusted his words. 

Uxmal was grand, Chichen-ltza 
was impressive, but, he declared, 
Palenque was the most spectacular 
of all the Mayan ru ins in Mexico. 

What about the travel warnings 
issued because of the recent rebel 
uprisings in Chiapas? Somebody 
was always putting out warnings 
about Chiapas, he scoffed. Pay no 
attention, said the octogenarian, who 
was just taking off for a month-long 
jaunt th rough the Guatamalan 
jungle. 

In the morning the bus driver un
loaded us at Villa Hermosa to wait 
for our next bus. The name meant 
beautiful city. It was a grubby, blue
collar oil town that rarely saw tour-

ists, and didn't quite know what to 
think of the two tall, fairhaired grin
gos wandering through the market 
place looking for breakfast. 

Deep in the crowded market we 
spotted an an ice cream parlor 
painted in brilliant tropical colors. 

of colors and shapes, my son trans
lated the flavors. 

"Rose?" he asked . "Can ice 
crearri taste like roses?" 

At the same moment I saw my 
own temptation. Gardenia! 

"Gardenia? " I asked the hand-

Andrea Fagan and son Adam at Palenque. 

The tables, the chairs and even the 
panels on the walls were intricately 
carved with birds and flowers, fruits 
and exotic animals. Each minute 
detail was fashioned by the hand of 
a master woodcarver. 

As I stood drinking in the circus 

some boy behind the counter. "Gar
denia - como Ia flora?" 

He looked at me oddly and fol
lowed my finger to the word over 
the big tub. 

"Ah!" He politely corrected my 
pronounciation. "Gar-day' -nee-a. 

Break 
t - A w a y s 

Travel Web Sites 
Traveling on spring break is a 

great way for students to learn, 
through personally experiencing 
more about what the world has to 
offer. If your interest is in Europe, 
the new Air-Bus pass could be a 
valuable option for you. A Florida 
based company, Worldwide Vaca
tions is offering a package which lets 
students and young people fly to and 
from Europe, with unlimited travel 
for up to 60 days. 

Prices start at $599, and include 
ferry crossings and transfers. The 
network stretches from Dublin to 
Bratislava, Stockholm to Madrid and 
Edinburgh to Rome. Once in Eu
rope, travelers are free to go any-· 
where within the network of 21 
countries and 49 cities. 

Stories and other travel informa
tion can be found at student advan
tage network's "Spring Break Re
vealed." The address is "http:// 
www. studentadvantage.com/ 

spring break." It is a comprehensive 
online guide to popular and remote 
spring break destinations by highly
qualified experts: the students who 
have been there. 

You will be able to discuss plans 
with other students beaded · to the 
same destination, share past experi
ences, travel tips, suggested attrac
tions, as well as safety and security 
tips. The database is searchable by 
destination and key word. 

Here are some more helpful web 
sites of possible interest. 
• http://www.kasbab.com/reserva

tionslbudget.htm 
The site offers information 

about inexpensive travel to, and 
within countries off the beaten path, 
as well as special deals on flights. 
• http://www.lowestfare.com/ which 

offers hot deals, vacations, geta
ways 

• http://www.cheaptickets.com/ 
provides information on just what 

it says . 
• http://www.travelocity.com All 

kinds of flight specials, hotel and 
car bookings, the latest airline spe
cials on this site. 

• http://www. priceline.com- Propose 
a price and they' 11 search for deals 
to try to get you the price you are 
willing to pay for tickets, hotel and 
even new cars. 

• http: //info seek. go . com/Center/ 
Travel?sv=N7 &svx=nstrvlR 1 

Microsoft Expedia.com has a low fare 
search and a reservation desk to 
book air, hotel, car. 

•http://www.tips4trips.com/ One 
thousand tips 4trips offers a long 
list of helps . 

•http://www.iybf.org/ Hosteling 
International's site provides a in
formation about hostels, interna
tional booking and information 
about joining the Youth ·Hostel 
Association, a requirement for 
staying at the hostels. 

Si, como Ia flora." 
The intoxicating fragarance of 

my favorite flower had been cap
tured for my taste buds to feast on. 
We had giant dishes of ice cream 
for breakfast. 

The next bus ride took us thru 

sunny green fields and orchards. 
Taro grew wild and familiar tropi
cal foliage entwined itself around 
signs written with words I could not 
understand. We were stopped at the 
border and armed soldiers boarded 
the bus. After a brief, but very sol
emn inspection the bus rolled on. 

Our long journey ended in a 
little dirt driveway surrounded by 
a few thatched roof buts. We looked 
around anxiously for the wonders 
of Palenque. A plump little guard 
sitting in one of the huts smiled and 
wordlessly pointed to a narrow trail. 

Stumbing over roots and vines, 
we climbed a rocky path, into a 
thicket of tall trees. We emerged 
from the dark woods onto the 
sprawling sunlit lawns of Palenque. 
-An ancient city of black stone 
had sprung from the earth and risen 
to heaven . 

Before us, a trio of pyramids 
stood together in perfect alignment. 
The one in the center was higher 
and grander. On its front face was 
a steep unbroken flight of stairs as
cending to a stone portico supported 
by intricately carved columns. 

It was the tomb of Pacal Voltan 
- the god-king whose incarnation 
was the fullfillment of centuries of 
Mayan prophecy. The entire city of 
Palenque, the apex of Mayan cul
ture, was built by him and for him. 

I chose to go up one of the side 
faces, where terraced steps made 
the climb less steep. 

From the top platform the small 
but perfect city lay in harmonious 
symmetry. A chord struck in ages 
past still vibrated in the stones and 
stirred the leaves on the trees. The 
untamed jungle stopped abrubtly at 
the perimeter of the compound, 
held back by the invisible force 
field. A hundred miles in the dis
tance the jungle mergec;l with sky. 

In the chamber behind the front 
platform, a secret stair. way de-

scended into the depths of the pyra
mid to the burial chamber of Pacal 
Voltan. 

My feet barely fit on the dark, 
slippery stairs. Each one dropped 
more than a foot down to the next, 
twisting and turning like a dungeon 
maze to the bottom of the tomb. Be
yond the iron gateway lay the stone 
sarcophagus where this godking was 
laid to rest until he returns again . . 

It was a city of temples. And it 
was deserted except for a few tour
ists who wandered among the stones, 
speaking in hushed tone~. A dozen 
or so travellers from all over the 
globe were, that day, the sole citi
zens of this ancient city. 

A curious building carved into the 
a hillside beyond the pyramids re
sembled a Catholic ch urch wi th 
crosses carved into its wall. When 
the Spanish discovered it 

they called it the "temple of the 
crosses" . By that time it was a thou
sand years old. 

In a larger complex I found the 
treasure I'd been looking for. The 
outter walls were crumbling but In
side the courtyards and chamber 
wall s still displayed their ancient 
Mayan carvings . From floor to ceil
ing entire hallways were alive with 
serpents and jaguars and the famil
iar round Mayan faces with their 
feathered heads and bulbous noses. 
I closed my eyes and tried to picture 
the walls as they were in centuries 
past, clothed in rich, brightly painted 
colors. How strange to think these 
oddly decorative images are actually 
the symbols of a written languase. 

As the.afternoon sun dimmed and 
the shadows grew long, men with 
official badges circled the compound 
to guide the few visitors back down 
the rocky trail to the main road. 

The last streamers of light 
brushed across the treetops and the 
bus rolled into the darkness. When 
our journey two weeks later we 
would learn that there had been an
other rebel uprising"at day. One that 
was bloody enough to capture the at
tention of the international media. 

I closed my eyes and awoke as 
our bus pulled into Villa Hermosa. 
We were hungry. Deep in the mar
ket place we sat in chairs carved with 
tropical flowers. Adam had roses. I 
had gardenias. 

TRAVEL INFORMATION 

Palenque is in Chiapas· State, in 
Southern Central Mexico. For years, 
Cbiapas State has been subject to 
political turmoil and classstruggles 
that sometimes erupt into violence. 
Palenque is accessible only by bus
there are no major airports closeby. 
The Mexican bus system consists of 
several large private lines, that go 
almost everywhere in the country. 
The costs range from dirt cheap to 
reasonable. First class is very com
fortable and includes a coke and a 
sandwich. Second class one way 
from Mexico City to Villa Hermose 
to Palenque(roughly 650 miles) 
costs us about $25 each. The sec
ond and third class busses don't al
ways follow the schedules and speci
fied routes, so first class is highly 
recommended for non-Spanish 
speakers. 
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journey into India, Nepal an insightful experience 
Jennie Fujimoto 

Staff Writer 

KCC speech teacher Bob 
Johnson takes some time out of his 
busy schedule each year to travel. 
This past Christmas, while most of 
us were busy shopping, Johnson 
and his wife Jean headed out on a 
four-day plane ride to India. 

In those long 4 days, his plane 
went from Hawaii to Japan to Hong 
Kong and then to Delhi. It took a 
while to reach Delhi because fog 
made it difficult to land. Crossing 
the International Date Line cost 
them a day. 

Johnson first stopped in the city 
of Delhi, which is the capital of 
India. In Delhi, Johnson was over
whelmed by the poverty that sur
rounded him. Since India is one of 
the poorest nations in the world, 
beggars appeared from every cor
ner. Seeing poor people hovering 
over a campfire to keep warm, with 
their children waiting for food, was 
a disturbing sight. 

"It was hard to take ten steps 
without having somebody come up 
to us and ask for money," Johnson 
said. Everyone wanted to carry his 
luggage or be his tour guide for the 
exchange of a little extra money. In 
contrast, folks who worked in ho
tels and offices were extremely gra
cious and helpful. 

In Delhi, cows and monkeys wan
dered around the city. Cows are sa
cred animals to the people of India. 
"They are scrawny animals that roam 
the city," Johnson said, "but they are 
sacred so the people have to respect 
them. If you were to hit a c_ow with 
your car, the punishment would be 
jail time." 

Emergency services on India's 
roads seem rare. If you were to get 
into an accident, you could wait 
hours before someone comes to your 
rescue. You never know how long 
you would be out there. Patience is 
the key factor to being a driver in 
India. I have great admiration for 
the drivers in India, Johnson said. 

From Delhi, Johnson and his wife 
took a four-hour drive on Christmas 
day south to Agra. · Agra is famous 
for the Taj Mahal, a marble palace 
that a king built for his wife. 

They also visited Nepal. 
Kathmandu, Nepal's capitol city, 
was much cleaner than Delhi, and 
poverty was not as bad. He also 
spent a night at the Royal Chitwan 
National Park, northwest of 
Kathmandu, where he had the oppor
tunity to ride an elephant through the 
jungle. It was a rough and bumpy 
ride, he said. He saw many differ
ent animals, such as deer and rhinos. 

The last stop for the Johnsons was 
the city of Dhulikhel. It is a 500-
year-old town where extended fami
lies live in single apartments. One 

teacher Bob johnson and wife jane pose for the camera in front of the Taj Mahal in India. One of 
ny sites they visited on their recent trip. 

mile down from the city is 
Kathmandu University, still under 
construction. A professor of biology 
and environmental science showed 
the Johnsons the campus. 

One thing Johnson found fasci
nating about India and Nepal was 
that so much of construction work 

is by hand. There is little heavy 
equipment, so workers handle all 
the labor with picks and shovels. 

Johnson had a great time in In
dia and Nepal. He got the opportu
nity to see a different and new part 
of the world. The highlights of his 
trip were his visits to the Taj Mahal, 

the Royal Chitwan National Park, 
and his stay in Dhulikhel. 

"It was a very enjoyable vaca
tion. I came home with a greater 
appreciation for our schools, our 
government and our clean environ
ment," he said. "Compared with 
most people in India, we in Hawaii 

Asselin finds excitement in hockey, history, Vietnam 
Charles Bohannan 

Editor 

For the two years that he has 
been at KCC, history professor 
Pierre Asselin is still astounded by 
the stunning view from his second 
story office window. The idyllic 
setting of the Pacific Ocean with 
Diamond Head in the foreground 
is a reminder to him of the radical 
changes he has undergone since 
childhood. Photos of jungles and 
tropical lands litter his walls amidst 
stacks of research papers. A poster 
of his hometown Quebec cloaks the 
back of his door, while a miniature 
model American soldier stands up
right on his desk. All of these items 
are mileposts along Asselin's jour
ney from rural Canada to the class
rooms of KCC. 

Born and raised in Quebec City, 
Canada, Asselin grew up speaking 
French and playing hockey year
round. He described his days there 
as cold and lacking in aspirations, 
expect to become a professional 
hockey player. Although his dream 
never materialized, he continues to 
perpetuate his love for the sport by 
goal tending on a hockey league at 
the· Ice Palace by Aloha Stadium. 

It was not until his last year of 
high school that a certain movie 
sparked some genuine interest in 
his life outside of French Canada. 

"I had to write a paper on vio-

lence in the western world, and I had 
just seen the movie "Rambo II", 
where Stallone had to go to Vietnam 
on a rescue mission. I remember 
being fascinated by the soldier ex
perience in Vietnam," he said. 

After that movie came "Pla
toon", where Asselin found that his 
research assignment on "Rambo ll" 
paralleled much of what was de
picted in the film. He also became 
more aware of the atrocities associ
ated with war, and decided that it 
would be his dream to eventually 
teach about the Vietnam War. 

"That was the first time I real
ized that knowledge could actually 
be fun and useful," said Asselin. 

The summer following high 
school, Asselin left Quebec City for 

a warehouse job in Toronto. It was 
his first exposure to cosmopolitan 
city life. The strong bonds he made 
with non-Caucasians and non
French speakers were a drastic re
versal from the traditional white, 
Catholic life-style he led in Quebec 
City, he said, adding that his expe
riences in Toronto was a major turn
ing point in his life. 

"Talking to everyone got real 
interesting," said Asselin. "There 
was a whole dimension to life I 
never saw. We all poked fun at each 
other." 

Asselin continued his under-· 
graduate education at York Univer
sity in Toronto. Although classes 
on Vietnam were never directly of
fered, he managed to pursue his pas
sion with Asian-related courses. In 
his second year at York, and under 
the recommendation of his south
east Asian politics professor (who 
was Vietnamese), Asselin was 
sponsored to study Vietnamese lan
guage in Hawai'i. 

"It was great! I fell in love with 
the Islands and became exposed to 
more Asian influence. My perspec
tive of Vietnam shifted from that of 
war to that of culture," he said. 

After the summer in Hawai ' i, 
Asselin returned to Canada, but not 
empty-handed. Through the assis
tance of his language teacher, he 
was granted permission by the Viet
namese government to study for a 
summer in Vietnam. The decision 

was a milestone, making him first 
Canadian to ever study in the social
ist country. 

Equipped with a shoddy bicycle, 
he toured the land of Vietnam, mak
ing friends and acquaintances along 
the way. He studied language and 
culture at the University of Hanoi, 

where he said he finally realized that 
he had made the right career choice. 
Asselin said that his stay in Vietnam 
was a key defining moment in his 
life. 

"The first time I felt like I was 
on the earth was when I saw the 
moon (in Vietnam). For the first 
time in a month I saw something fa
miliar," he said. 

Asselin has since then returned 
to Vietnam on several occasions, 
earning along the way a master's 
degree and a doctorate in Southeast 
Asian history, which he received at 
UH MAnoa in 1996. Now a his
tory professor, Asselin expressed his 

fondness for the KCC community. 
"I absolutely love my job here ... 

you end up with a colorful combi
nation of people_which is more di
verse than UH," he said. 

Regarding teaching, Asselin said 
that his main objective is to invoke 
critical thinking in students . He also 
added that his greatest teaching 
challenge comes from translating 
otherwise mundane dates and events 
into often shocking, yet factual lec
tures. Asselin has in the past 
screened graphic video clips from 
such films as "Amistad" in order 
to better illustrate the atrocities of 
the European slave trade . His 
screening of scenes from television 
sitcom "South Park" intended to 
provide an accurate social commen
tary on contemporary Western so
ciety. 

"That show (South Park) is ab
solutely brilliant. Although there is 
nothing positive about it, you at 
least learn something," he said 

Asselin added that students are 
more liable to be interested in his
tory when presented information in 
more liberal forms. 

"That's why I have to be offen
sive in class. If I come across as a 
maniac, people respond," said 
Asselin. 

Lastly, Asselin advised students 
to not be intimidated by the college 
experience, and to "exploit" what
ever resources possible. Critical 
thought, he said, is key. 
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New age Toyota Prius a car for the next millenium= 
David L Hughes 

Staff Writer 

Toyota has developed a hybrid 
gas/electric vehicle that is the first 
massed produced automobile to ad
dress environmental concerns. This 
new auto goes by the name of 
"Prius." It has successfully 
launched in Japan, where thousands 
have been sold to the public since 
December of 1997. 

The Prius incorporates the tech
nologies of a 1500cc gasoline en
gine with a pollution free electric 
motor/generator. These two power 
plants are linked via an electrically 
controlled continuously variable 
transmission (CVT) which 
smoothly adjusts the rates of speed 
of the gas engine, electric genera
tor and the electric drive motor to 
accommodate for variations in ac
celeration and deceleration. 

The gas engine is kept within its 
most efficient speed and torque 

range as much as possible to maxi
mize fuel efficiency. When the en
gine falls out of this range, as when 
the car is pulling away from a stop 
or negotiating a slight grade, fuel is 
cut off and the engine is stopped. 
When this occurs, power is supplied 
to the front wheels via the electric 
motor. When the vehicle is coast
ing or when the brakes are applied, 
the system causes the electric mo
tor to operate as a generator, recov
ering energy and transforming it 
into electricity to charge the batter
ies. The batteries are a pack of 40 
sealed nickel-metal hydride devel
oped for use in the Prius's power 
train and they never need to be put 
on an out of system charging unit 
as the batteries are charged alter
nately by the gas engine or the gen
erator/brake recovery system. 

The Toyota Prius has a top speed 
of 88 miles per hour when only the 
gas engine is engaged, and 100 
m.p.h. when the gas engine and 

electric motor are working in tan
dem. Fuel economy is 66 miles per 
gallon with a driving range at about 
850 miles per tank of fuel, which is 

· a 13 .2 gallon capacity tank. Carbon 
dioxide emissions (C02) are re
duced by about 50% over a compa
rable gasoline engined vehicle. Car
bon monoxide (CO), hydrocarbon 
(HC) and nitrogen oxide (NOX) 
emissions are reduced by about 90% 
below Japanese regulation stan
dards. 

This automobile manufactured 
by Toyota marks the first truly vi
able 'green ' car. Although it doesn ' t 
come close to a perfectly pollution 
free automobile, it is a notable 
achievement. The Prius is scheduled 
to be available for US markets in 
the year 2000 priced at around 
$20,000. The only cloud on the ho
rizon is whether or not the introduc
tion of the auto will be unfettered 
by Powerful Oil maneuvering that 
has squelched so many other at-

photo courtey ofToyota of Hawaii 

The new Toyota Prius can be seen on display at your local Toyota 
dealer. 

tempts at environmentally friendly 
inventions. After all, Americans are 
more than ready to embrace the 
world of tomorrow. The Prius is just 
the first ray of sunshine of that new 
age. 

(The information used in this ar-

ticle was taken from a newsletter of
fered by Toyota-Hawaii as a press re
lease . If you would like more infor
mation regarding the Prius, please 
write Toyota-Hawaii at 2850A 
Pukoloa St. Honolulu, HI. 96819 or 
call Linda Chun at · 529-6216) 

Car security, or piece of mind ... you be the judge 
Sebastian StiLlman 

Staff Writer 

your door with glue. The install
ers might claim that the glue is in
dustrial strength, but so is a 
criminal's screwdriver. Simply 
said, these locks will not solve all 
your problems. They can easily be 
"popped" off by someone who 
wants to get into your car. Most 
car thieves carry instruments/tools 
to aid them in their missions. Star 
Lock-type locks seem to 
be almost as pathetic as 
the stock locks that fac
tories install in their. 

out it?" The choice is clear, mo
rons! These devices are more ef
fective as a psychological reality 
check than effective security 
against break-in and theft. Some 
ways that crooks get around the 
club-like 
device is 

and security companies have their 
own version of this simple device. 
Hopefully technology improves to 
a level where everyone can afford 
their own personal switches. 

A lot of break-ins are not even 
forced entry. Did you ever leave 
your keys in the door or the igni
tion? I told my mom that if there 
ever was a car like her's with the 
keys in it, I would bring it home 
for spare parts. I was not really se

rious until she said "Go for it." 

One Mississippi, two Missis
sippi, three Mississ... Breaking 
into my car takes me less than three 
seconds with a slim jim. In fact, 
breaking in is faster than fumbling 
for my keys and putting it into the 
keyholes . I sealed up my key holes 
after the last time my lock was 
punched in. Installing a keyless 
entry system looked like my best 
solution to stop break-ins and 
punched locks. Unfortunately, the 
cost for keyless entry start in the 
upper $300.00 and can run up to 
as much as $500.00 if you do not 
have power locks. So, in the mean 
time, a slim jim will have to do. A 
keyless entry system will stop a lot 
of break-ins by thieves that believe 
a common screwdriver is the key 
to your car. With a keyless entry 
system, you can do away with your 
keyholes. 

automobiles. Chang- tl----4~~-... 
ing your key locks 

Now when I'm bored, 
I casually scan 

parking lots for 
doors with the 
keys in it. You 
can put a couple 
Of wise sayings 

may deter some 
primitive car thieves 
but not the clever ones. 

Losing chump 

One security product that at
tempts to.stump car thieves is star 
locks. I know for about a $100, 
Star Locks will replace your ordi
nary locks with a rounded key lock. 
However, the locks are mounted to 

change and replacing your keyhole 
after a break-in are minor costs. A . 
steering wheel club and it's varia
tions prevent a thief from driving 
away with your entire car. Most 
of these club-like devices are bright 
in color and can be seen from out
side of the vehicle. This is a good 
device to make car thieves think a 
little. They examine their options 
and say to themselves, "should I 
try steal this car with the security 
club on or sqould I find one with-

Day, evening and 
weekend programs 

Convenient location 

Affordable tuition 

Free parking 

P~rsonal attention 

University of Hawai'i 

West 
O'ahu 

UH West O'ahu offers 
junior- and senior-level 
courses to eligible 
students who have 
completed an associate 
in arts or 55 credits of 
qualified college courses. 
Call us at 454-4700 or 
visit our home page at 
www.uhwo.hawaii.edu. 

An Accredited, Equal 
Opportunity/ Affirmative 
Action Institution 

Earn bachelor's 
degrees with 
specializations in: 
Accounting 

Anthropology 

Business 
Administration 

Economics 

Hawaiian-Pacific 
Studies 

History 

Justice Administration 

Literature 

Philosophy 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Public Administration 

the steering wheel and slip it off. 
You are basically paying for a de-
terrent. 

Kill switches are sold and in-
stalled as a security feature to in
terrupt the ignition. Usually, a kill 
switch is sold in a package deal 
with an alarm or something. The 
kill switch is a computerlike device 
that inteiTupts your ignition, and 
acts like a second key. When you 
put the computer key into it's re-
ceiver, you can start your engine 
with your regular key. These de
vices are great to an extent, because 
a car thief could not steal your car 
with only a screwdriver. The down 
side of the kill switch ignition key 
is that most of them are universal. 
If you have one key, you have them 
all. Some individual auto makers 

to my intentions; "One man's loss 
is another man's gain," "Learn 
from your mistakes." I felt like I 
could really teach someone a valu
able lesson in Stupidity 10 1, the ba
sics. I would be teaching my vic
tim, and my family and I could 
benefit. I know that my mom felt 
like this because our family has 
been a victim of random vehicle 
break-ins; one of ours got stolen 
and trashed . 

Back to the subject, there are 
simple things like taking your keys 
and your valuables with you that 
can prevent or avoid potential 
break-ins. If not, hide them. In 
my younger days, some twenty or 
thirty hours ago, I was just window 
shopping in cars. I saw all kinds 
of things I wanted like CD's, CD 

On-line homework help 
Aja 

Staff 
Kop 
Writer 

Algebra got you down? Can't get 
the answers to your latest Physics 
problem? Need some help figuring 
out what Juan and Anita are talking 
about in your latest Spanish lesson? 

Don't pull your hair out or use 
your overpriced textbooks as kin
dling just yet, there is hope if you 
have a computer and on-line access! 
The answers to almost all of your 
problems can be found all o'-:_er the 

\ 1 \\\ I' I I . I I I I I I If t f 

\ \ \\ \I I I It I l t' 
\ \I\ \ \ I\ I I l tIt I J I 

Internet. The World Wide Web of
fers a variety of options such as chat 
discussions on topics related to col
lege study like Literature, Math
ematics, or History. Another option 
is general on-line homework help, 
where you can discuss your prob
lems with other students and teach
ers in a chat format or e-mail in your 
questions, as well as on-line tutori
als, texts, and informative writings 
all available at a keystroke. 

Finding all of these things and 
more is a lot simpler than one would 
think. The most reliable and broad 

players, and money. I saw a roll of 
quarters with a $20 dollar bill un
der it. Its no doubt that if the keys 
were in the door, I would be in the 
money. But I was just looking, you 
know. This is what thieves do. 
They can see what you leave out, 
test your car for alarms, and figure 
out if risks versus the rewards. Just 
seconds, that is all they need. Have 
you ever heard this saying: ''If you 
want it bad enough, you can get 
it"? 

There are a lot of security de
vices offered, and you can ask the 
pros what they think you will need . 
Seriously, you need to ask what the 
down side of the products are . 
"Ask and you shall receive." You 
can ask the police what they have 
seen and what they find effective, 
or to what extent a certain product 
can serve you. The police have 
seen it all too much, really. The 
same types of cars are stolen, day 
in and day out, they fill out reports 
on break-ins or damage, and its too 
bad that so much of this goes on. 
Alarms are great, but a · nuisance . 
Bright colored security devices and 
LED lights serve as good deter
rents. Prevention is the key, ladies 
and gentlemen. You can do your 
part to save your butt some trouble 
in the futm:e. So I advise you to 
ask, "The more you know the more 
you grow", "To know is to experi
ence", "Knowing is half the battle" 
so on and so on. So be smart and 
don't let yourself be a victim. 

options are usually found in the, 
"Education," listing of most search 
engines such as Magellan, Lycos , 
Excite or Yahoo . All of these search 
engines also conduct chats and tu
torials with various universities. 

The following are on-line ad
dresses for search engines offering 
academic help: 
Excite: http://www.excite.com 
Yahoo!: http://www.yahoo.com 
Magellan: http://www.magellan. 
excite. com 
Lycos: http://www.lycos.com 
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WIIIIIJ Calendar 
Legend: t/ Workshops + Clubs {~Films 

The LAC Grammar Workshops are FREE, but students.rnust sign up at the 
LAC main counter by noon Monday the week of the workshop they want 
to attend. For disability accommodations, students should call Gail Harada 
at 734-9342 at least 10 working days before the workshop they want to 
attend. Kapiolani Community College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirma
tive Action Institution 

Tuesdav. 23 
t/ LAC Grammar Workshop, 

Verb Problems - Past and Present 
Perfect Tenses noon - 12:55 p.m., 
'lliahi 228F. 

t/ I.MTS Computer Workshop: 
E-mail. 2- 3:30 p.m. in Lama 101 
(the library). Students need to sign 
up in advance by calling ext. 711. 

Wednesdav. 2/24 
t/ LAC Grammar Workshop, 

Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement, 3-
3:55. p.m., 'lliahi 228F. 

t/ Thinking Through History: 
Gain insight into history with Colette 
Higgins and Brian Cassity. 12-1 
p.m. , lliahi 228F. 

+Student Solo Performance dur
ing lunch, 12- 1 p.m. in the ' Ohi'a 
Cafeteria. 

flj Student Activities presents : 

Family Movie Night featuring 
Disney's "The Jungle Book", show
ing in the 'Ohi'a Auditorium, room 
118, 6- 8 p.m. Free! Free! Free! 

+ The entire island is cordially 
invited to an . evening of 
superturbocharged third-wave ska 
with ... Reel Big Fish and local open
ers Go Jimmy Go. The show is at 

The Beach Hall at Puck 's Alley on 
the corner of King and University. 
Show starts at 7 p.m. $1 parking with 
validation. Tickets are on sale now 
for $16.50 general admission. Tick
ets available at: all Hungry Ear 
Records, Radio Free Music Center, 
Tower Records, Tower Video. For 
more information call: 394-0442 or 
go online at www.goldenvoice.com. 

Fridav. 2/26 
Last Day for Requesting Grade 

Options (credit/ no credit, audit.) 

ffj The History Club at KCC . 

film showing, featuring the recent 
blockbuster "Titanic" in the 'Obi ' a 
Auditorium, room 118, 1:30-5 p.m. 

+ Come support Hawaii's local 
band scene. Hawaiian Express Pre
sents a concert featuring nine bands 
including four Warped Tour local 
bands. The concert is at Kaleheo 
High School Cafeteria (Kailua). This 
is a Homeless Benefit so there is an 
admission of $5. All ages are wel
come. The concert is from 6-11 p.m. 
Unit 101 C.D.s are available; Con
tact Jason Miller at 225-7040 or 
email hwnex@ aol.com. 

+ Through Feb. 26, "Last 
Dreams of the Millennium: The Re
emergence of British Romantic 
Painting." Work by seven contem
porary British painters demonstrates 
how cultural traditions can be ab
sorbed and revitalized in a contem
porary setting. UH Art Gallery, M-F 
10:30-4 p.m., T 10:30-8 p.m., Sun. 
12-4 p.m. closed Saturdays. Contact: 
UH Art Gallery, 956-6888. 

Saturdav. 2/27 
t/ I.MTS Computer Workshop: 

E-mail.ll a.m.-12:30 p.m., Lama 
101 (the library). Students need to 
sign up in advance by calling ext. 
711. 

+ Through Feb. 27. "Vitreous 
Spectacle." An exhibition of tradi
tional blown glass vessels and 
sculptural glass forms by students 
of the University of Hawai'i Glass 
Program. Windward Community 
College 'Ialani Gallery, Tues.-Sat. 
1-5 p.m. For more information call 
235-7346. 

+ Night Reef Walks at the 
Waikiki Aquarium. 6:30-9 p.m. For 
an experience you'll not forget, join 
us as we explore the reef at night. 
Participants get wet up to their knees 
with Aquarium staff on this" in the 
wild" excursion. Coral reef natural 
history, ecology, reef conservation 
and safety are all covered. Mini
mum age 5 years, youngsters must 
be accompanied by an adult. $10/ 
adult, $8/child ($8/6 for Aquarium 
members). For more information 
call 923-9741. 

+ African Safari for Keikis-at 
Honolulu Academy of Arts from 10 
a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Mondav. 3/1 
t/ UH-Manoa: School of Social 

Work, a session on the requirements 
for admission and career opportu
nities. 12- 1:15 p.m., ' llima 202A 

t/ UH-Manoa: Art Program, in
formation about the UH-ManoaArt 
Program requirements. 12-1:15 
p.m., 'llima 202B. 

4 UH-Manoa: College of Busi
ness, a session on the requirements 
for admission. 12-1:15 p.m. , 202C. 

Announcements 
Do you need counseling or aca

demic advising? We can help! Come 
bring your lunch and meet with us 
during our" brown bag" advising 
sessions. Spring sessions are sched
uled for the following Fridays: 
March 5, March 19, April 9, and 
April 23. All sessions will be held 
at the Maida Kamber Center {lo
cated in the Counseling Office) 
from 12-1 p.m. Call or visit the 
Counseling Office in llima Room 
103, or phone 734-9500, to sign-up 
for one of the four sessions . If you 
are unable to attend a session, you 
may also contact one of the Pre
Education Advisors, Kristie Souza 
or Jane Fukunaga, for an appoint
ment. Kristie can be reached at the 
Counseling Office. Jane can be 
reached at 734-9385. 

Times for Hand Drumming Ba
sics class have Changed! Traditional 
West African drumming with 
djembe and dundun now on Tues
days at 7:30p.m. Conga class with 
cave, shekere and bell on Saturda,ys 
at 4 p.m. 1007 Waimanu St., 2nd 
floor. Loaner drums are a-vailable. 
Be sure to bring a chair or stool. 
Classes are $10 and all skill levels 
are welcome. For more information 
please call: 377-DRUM, the Hono
lulu Rhythm Line. 

Coming IP 
Gallery on the Pali in the Uni

tarian Church. From March 7-April 
2 an Abstract Concepts paintings 
will be on exhibit at the Unitarian 
Church's Gallery on the Pali. 2500 
Pali Hwy at Niolopa. For more in
formation call Norma Nichols, the 
Director at 526-1191. Gallery on the 
Pali is the oldest gallery in the State 
supporting Hawaii's Artists. 

Free PIC Grant Writing Work
shop! Pacific Islanders in Commu
nications (PIC) is offering a free 
public workshop on grant writing 
specific to PIC's Media Grants Ap
plication. Producers, writers, direc
tors, and all interested in submitting 
proposals on Pacific themed 
projects intended for national pub
lic television, are encouraged to 
submit applications as well as attend 
this workshop. Grants up to $10,000 
are available for research and devel
opment; grants up to $50,000 are 
available for production, post-pro
duction, marketing and distribution. 
Deadline for applications is AprilS . 
Please contact Ann Moriyasu at 
591-0059 for questions regarding 
the workshop . 

The Go to of Hiroshima Founda
tion will award a study grant of 
$5,000 for travel and research to an 
individual currently residing in the 
State of Hawaii who has an interest 
in research regarding Hiroshima and 
Hawaii; or general Japanese culture, 
politics, economics or language. 
The recipient must be between the 
ages of 18 and 40. Preference will 

be given to anyone from the 
Honokaa region on the island of 
Hawaii. the application deadline is 
Friday, May 14. Please contact 
Louise Pagotto: 734-9283 or email 
at pagotto@hawaii.edu for copies of 
the application materials. 

Great Decisions Essay Contest. 
UH Community College students 
are eligible only. The State prize is 
$500. The National prize is an 
award and a free trip to New York. 
Possible Topics: The Information 
Age: New Dimensions for U.S. For
eign policy; The Asian Financial 
Crisis : The IMF and Its Critics; Ja
pan: The Shadow of the Miracle; 
Weapons of Mass Destruction: Re
emerging Threat?; Central Asian 
Pressure Cooker: The Caspian Ba
sin and Iran; Implementing NATO 
Enlargement: Difficult Choices 
Ahead; Latin America: A Broad 
Overview; U.S. Role in the United 
Nations: A Changing Dynamic? For 
topic descriptions, visit http:// 
www.fpa.org/program.html. The 
format that is allowed is written, 
video or multimedia presentations. 
Submit by March 31. Please call 
Truman Leung at 944-7784 for de
tails. An in-depth collection of ar
ticles on each of the above topics is 
found in the 1999 Great Decisions 
Briefing Book, available for sale at 
$12 per copy. Send Proof of Regis
tration at a UH Community College 
along with the submission to: Great 
Decisions Essay Contest: Pacific 
and Asian Affairs Council, 1633 
East-West Road, Bldg. 96-35, Ho
nolulu, HI 96848-1633. 

For more infonnation, call the Job Placement Office at 734-9514 or go to 
the Maida Kamber Center in '/lima 103. 

" March is Kidney Month." We 
are looking for volunteers to: greet 
people and help them fill out a kid
ney questionnaire, take blood pres
sure readings or distribute take 
home urine tests to participants. 
High risk factors for kidney disease 
include: Diabetes, high blood pres
sure, frequent urinary tract infec
tions, family history of kidney dis
ease, Analgesic abuse, or drug/alco
hol abuse. Saturday March , and/or 
March . Ala Moana, Pearlridge 
Shopping Center, Windward Mall, 
Hawaii Kai Shopping Center. Call 
Kimsheree at 5-5X. 

Package Handler: Mon.-Fri. 4-7 
p.m., Mon.-Fri . 7:30 p.m.-12:30 
a.m. Primary job functions: load and 
unload packages into delivery van/ 
air can , manually place packages 
onto rollers and belts, sort packages 
into proper vans/cans, re-tape/re
pack packages, hand scan packages. 
Job is physically and mentally de
manding, requires lifting, carrying 
pulling/pushing up to 150 lbs. 

Street Dance Instructor: Part
time, temporary. Mon.-Fri. 1-3 p.m. 
Instruct and choreograph lessons to 
a group of 15+. At the end of ses
sion, instructor is to put on a per
formance for the'Mililani Commu
nity. Must have dance background 
and production experience. 

Performing Arts Instructor: Part
time, temporary. Mon.-Fri. 1-3 p.m. 
Instruct and direct a class of 15+ 
students in the dramatic arts (stu
dents ages range from 7-12 years 
old). At the conclusion of the pro
gram the instructor is to put on a fi
nale night for the Mililani Commu
nity. Applicant must have dramatic 
arts background with production 
experience. 

I ClASSIFIEDS 
Do you need help in proofread

ing your school papers? Call Jean 
at 946-7853 . 

Music TV Puzzle 

CLUES 
ACROSS 
4 Network movie starring Jerry 

O'Connell 
7 ---- Van Beethoven 
8 Show where six individuals travel 

across a country 
9 Show that praises singers and their 

artistic 
expressions 
15 Song done by 10 down about the 

weather 
16 Aids victim on 13 dawn 
19 Best friend of 18 down 
21 ---- control. Show where the 

participants sit in lazy 
boys. 
22 Has the number I song in the 

nation. Last name . 
23 "In the --- show" M.Manson hit. 
25 'You hear it --- Networks news 

slogan. 
28 Bare Naked Ladies hit 
29 ---- out, with Chris and Jenny. 
30 --- and the Blowfish 

by Kristina Wright 

DOWN 
1 'People' n-agazines sexiest veejay 
2 Network that produced 4 across 
3' Puff---
4 1 down's co-host 
5 Singer killed before her stardom hit 

the U.S. 
6 Worked with 3 down in a tribute song 
10 Recipient of the mst awards given 

by network 
11 ---girls, who co-run the Lilith Fair 
12 NILsic show that airs strictly videos 

past the hour of 
12 
13 Show with six people who live 

together for a short period of time. 
14 Tabitha---,. anchor wman. 
17 Collin---, host of 21 across 
18 Cartoon character. "Cornholio." 
20 Setting for the next 13 down. 
24 Was kicked out in the San 

Francisco series. 
26 ---- request live. Hosted by I and 4 

down. 
27 The summer---- house. 
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