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IRAQ DEATH TOll. 
American soldiers killed 
as of larch 1. 2004: 549 

Eslimarad cMIIan deaths: 8.249 
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Survey: Students will support 
faculty strike proactively 
By Kawehi Haug 
STAFF WRITER 

There's nothing quite like the threat of a fac
ulty strike to get students to pay attention. And 
they are. Just over two-thirds (67%) of KCC 
students are aware that UH system faculty could 
strike sometime this semester. And while the same 
amount think that a strike is justified, a larger 
majority (79%) feel that a strike would negatively 
affect their education. 

Katy Harris, a freshman from Minnesota had to 
take out loans to pay for out of state tuition and is 
concerned that she would lose the credit for the 
semester if teachers decide to strike. 

"I would be very ticked off if I lost this semes
ter," she said. "I don't want to have to pay twice." 

Students like Harris, although obviously 
worried about the consequences, also said they 
wouldn't blame teachers if they decided to strike. 

"I think it's a very good reason to strike. Teach
ers get paid bad as it is, if they are in the lower 
percentile, that's bad," said Harris. "I worked in a 
casino and I got paid more than they do and all I 
did was throw cards on a table." 

"I hope they don't have to, but if they do, I 
completely understand," said Melisa Ciglar, a first · 
semester travel and tourism student. "Teachers 
deserve to get what they deserve." 

UHPA is asking the State for a 6 percent salary 

see SURVEY SAID, page 5 Ill> 

STUDENTS* SAY THEY'LL TAKE ACTION 
Do you know that UHPA 
has issued an intent to strike 
notice? 

Do you know think a 
strike is justified? 

Do you think a strike would 
have a negative impact on 
your education? 

Would you be proactive 
in supporting faculty if 
doing so would avoid a 
strike? 
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UH SYSTEM 
AVERAGE SALARIES 

FOR 2002-03 

UH AVERAGE SALARY 
PERCENTILE RANKS FOR 2002-03 

Professor: $77.648 

'Associate: $59,941 

Assistant: $52,336 

Instructor: $42,072 

Average: $61 ,214 

Source: UHPA 
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The chart shows the differences in rank and average salary for UH insti
tutions compared with peer institutions. In general, assistant professors 
and instructors rate higher compared with their peers than do profes· 
sors and associate professors. 

Source: IDLAssociate Incorporate 

The world met the new Mrs. Rosie O 'Donnell 

last week after the talk show host married her 

long time partner Kelli Carpenter. 

Howard Stern Suspended 
Questions of media standards have led Clear 

Channel Communications to suspend Howard 

Stem from six of its radio stations. 

Full story @ www.sfgate.com Full story@ www.boston.com 

Ralph Redux: Nader runs again 
By Justin Hahn 
CO-EDITOR 

Ralph Nader, the 

man said to have 

handed the Repub

licans the White 

House in 2000, has 

decided to run again. 

This has disap-

pointed some, Nader AP 

including Democrats and many who supported 

and voted for him the last time he ran. 

Democrats blame Nader for their loss in the 

election, saying he took votes from Al Gore. 

These votes, they say, cost him the tight election, 

resulting in a Republican White House. 

Howard Dean, former Democratic Presidential 

hopeful says on his blog, "a vote for Ralph Nader 

is, plain and simple, a vote to re-elect George W. 
Bush." 

A large Internet campaign has also sprung up, 

calling for Nader not to run. 

One website, Ralphdontrun.net, maintains 

that had Nader not run in 2000, the few hundred 

contested ballots in F1orida, which precipitated 

the Supreme Court's intervention and ultimately 

a Bush White House, wouldn't have mattered. 

They say Gore would have won outright with a 

large margin. 

· "A swing of just three electoral votes and 

George Bush would never have become presi

dent," the website says. "Ralph Nader's candidacy 

tipped the balance to Bush." 

see NADER, page 8 Ill> 

WILD Festival for faculty, students 
By Mary Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

The Wo Innovations in Learning Day (WILD) 

event will be held on March 5, and hopes to edu.: 

cate both faculty and students employed by the 

UH system. Sponsored by the Wo Endowment, 

the seminars are geared mostly toward educa

tors, and will result in a day off for students. 

"The first Friday in March has been set 

aside for community college faculty and staff 

professional development for quite a number 

of years," said Louise Pagotto, Assistant Dean 

of Arts and Science and Curriculum Manage

ment in the Instructional Services Department. 

Pagotto said that the goal is to provide faculty 

and staff with opportunities for professional 

development, to enhance their professional 

skills or their life skills. 

"The Wo Endowment has endowed the UH 

community colleges with a pledge of $1 million 

over five years and KCC is in the fourth year of 

that pledge," continued Pagotto. 

The main organizer is the Wo Leaning Cham

pion, who works with the faculty and staff from 

each of the UH community colleges. Each 

campus has faculty committees that assist in 

planning, coordinat~g and conducting event 

activities. Pagotto said that since workshops 

and information sessions are designed to meet 

the specific needs of the faculty and staff at 

each school, each campus is doing something 

different. 

The WILD event is open to all faculty and 

staff, including student workers. Pagotto said 

that if student workers want to attend, they 

would first need to consult their supervisors 

because KCC needs to keep all offices open and 

functional and not all employees can be away 

from the office at the same time. 

Everyone who pays a $5 registration fee will 

be given a nametag and a free lunch. 

"No name, no lunch, but they can still go to 

all the activities," said Pagotto. "The stalls will 

be set up either outside the ' lliahi building or 

on the Great Lawn ,depending on the weather," 

said Sharoh Moore, Holomua Counselor and 

Fair Coordinator. 

Susan Inouye, Assistant Professor of Lan

guage Arts and Games Coordinator, said that 

some local businesses would be donating 

prizes. 

Student workers can look forward to massage 

provided by five student therapists, a talk on 

ancient Hawaiian athletic sports, natural science 

activities, Name That Tune game, belly dancing 

basics, rubber stamping, and how feng shui can 

be used to enhance motivation and increase suc

cess both in and outside the classroom. 

"Eh, Cool i~!" is a workshop that will focus 

on a,nger management, helping stressed out fac

ulty and student workers to learn ~nd practice 
alternative ways of responding to problems they 

cannot control both in and o~tside the campus 

. see NO CLASS, J?age 6 Ill> 

Curbing Curfew ID's Please? No Thanks 
At least 200 Bangkok bar girls and waiters The Supreme Court ·is set to rule on 'Whether or 

held a protest against the Thai goverment's . not law enforcement officials have the right to 

new 12 a.m. curfew. The old curfew was 2 a.m. demand identification. 

Full story @ www.nytimes.coin Full story @ www. wired.com 



VIEWPOINTS 
Baseball's richest 
get ever richer 
Clint Kaneoka 
COEDITOR 

It isn't too surprising that the 

New York Yankees are once again 
the preseason favorite to win the 

World Series. After all, their star
studded lineup just received a shot 
of adrenaline with the addition of 
shortstop Alex "A-Rod" Rodriguez, 
one whom many consider to be the 

best player in baseball. To top that 
off, the Yankees have also acquired 
outfielders Gary Sheffield and 

Kenny Lofton, and pitchers Javier 
Vasquez and Kevin Brown, making 

this one of the most impressive line
ups in the history of the game. 

With a budget for the 2004 season 

estimated between $190 million to 
$200 million, the Yankees have the 

most expensive team in baseball, 

and in no small way. In fact, the 
last three teams to win the World 
Series, the Diamondbacks, Angels, 

and Marlins, have a combined 
payroll of about $196 million from 

their respective world champion
ship seasons. This is approximately 
what the Yankees will spend on this 
season alone. 

But financial matters have never 

seemed to be much of a concern for 
the Yankees, as they will spend an 

estimated $65 million more than the 
Boston Red Sox, their closest mon
etary competitor this season. Such a 
large gap in spending budgets has 
many involved in baseball calling 
for a salary cap to help 

see A-ROD, page 3 llJ> 

A NEW DAY 
HAS COME 

e-Mail: thespazcomic@hotmail.com 

•.• iHE WORL(7 
.11JST SJ:;£i;M5C1 TO MOVE 

WtiH YOU ••. 

We've got mail: No YELLOW 

JOURNALISM, PLEASE 

Aloha Justin, 
TERRORISTIC REPORTING 

Dearest Mr. Hahn: 
I write this letter in response to 

your piece entitled "I Love Breasts" 
(KAPIO, Februaryn, 2004). 
As co-editor of the our student 

newspaper, you owe it to the reader
ship to publish pieces which-opin

ionated as they may be-remain 
factually accurate. Your aforemen
tioned effort was not. 

In it, you state that "a nipple 
[belonging to Janet Jackson] was 

seen" during the 2004 Superbowl 
halftime show. You further assert 
that a congressional inquiry "over a 

centimeter high nub of flesh" is not 
warranted. As it turned out, dearest 
Mr. Hahn, Miss Jackson's nipple was 

never exposed. While much of the 
breast area was displayed, the nipple 

itself was covered by a star-shaped 
silvery contraption (see photo in 
THE ECONOMIST, February 7, 
2004, p 55). 

On such matters of critical impor

tance and, more significantly, at a 
time when this nation is facing its 

Speak Out 
Question and Photos by: Justin Hahn 

greatest challenge ever in the form of 
"evildoers" intent on taking our free

dom away (10 million angry Nazis 
are nothing compared to one 60 

year-old man with a walking stick, 
wearing sandals and hiding in some 
cave in a remote part of southeast

ern Afghanistan), you-as a trusted 
purveyor of information should not 
become a channel for misinforma

tion and disinformation. Having 
given this most important matter 

much thought, I have come to the 
conclusion that you may be delib

erately misleading your readership 
because you, dearest Mr. Hahn, are 
with the terrorists, and bent on taking 

our freedom away from us. While I 
know that you will never publish this 

letter as you must silence your crit
ics in order to effect the destruction 
of America, understand that I know 

what you are up to, and the future 
shall vindicate me. Unlike Miss 
Jackson's nipple, you, dearest Mr. 
Hahn, have been exposed. 

- Pierre Asselin 

Assistant Professor of History 
(and part-time freedom crusader) 

Author and speaker Louise Hay 

has some good advice. She said that 
what you focus on is attracted to you 

and increases. I choose to focus on 
what I want to attract; and anger, 
accusation, labeling, and insensitive 

language is not it. Be angry and you 
draw angry people. Be depressed 
and most people won't want to be 

around you. 
Be sad. We are all things but being 

sad should help you listen to Bob 
Marley's admonition: 

"Don't worry, be happy. Put a 
smile on your face . . . otherwise, 
you're jus' gonna bring everybody 

down." That one fixes depression 
too. You may feel helpless, but to 
me it's because you choose to be 

more angry than caring. 
I'm concerned that many of your 

editorial commentaries have been 
repeatedly insensitive to the stu
dents and faculty of our college and · 

the community. Emphasis on racial 
epitaphs is counterproductive. You 
have offended a lot of people who 
I highly respect, multiple times with 

Are you in love, why? 

No. I have no love. 
Nobody wants to love 
me, I guess. 

I'm in love with my 
boyfriend ... because 
he makes me attracted 
to him. He's nice. 

No. I'm not. Does 
love exist? I don't 
think it does. It's a 
made-up thing. 

..• THE 51.JN 5HINED 
AN(7 THe 

61~0~ CHI~PeO 

Mf:;~RILY ••• 

emphases on inequality. 
According to European standards 

Americans are sexually repressed. 
The logic does not follow for me 

that the student paper should deni
grate the personal choice of Ameri

can women to remain clad in public 
in order to emphasize a wrongful 
choice made by our government. 

Our ,paper should think about the 
average 25 year old student and be 
more tolerant of even more mature 

viewpoints. 
Call it artistic freedom or separa

tion from outside interests to make 
your political emphasis, and you 
deny the importance of a basic 

balance between freedom and 
equality. J. J. Rousseau wrote that 

freedom and equality will never be 
equal because those with unlimited 
freedom tend to dominate others 

and create inequality. You have the 
choice as editor to selectively pres
ent your fortunate experiences on 

a beach in Europe as a reason for 
anger. I learned nothing new from 

your angry article. The article was 
of "no import" to me. 

see LETIER, page 8 

Yes. I'm in love with 
my boyfriend. He 
makes me feel good. 
He completes me. 

-Kristen Vellalos 

My girlfriend, 
because even when 
I'm tired she knows 
how to make me 
smile. I'm never to 
tired to talk to her. 

-Jessica Duarte -Josh lllibarri -Chris Yasay 

-John Thipphavong 
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KAPI'o 
HOT 

AIR 
by Kawebi Haug 

OLD SCHOOL 

Although I hate to admit it, 
suppose it's time I do. I'm what 
politically correct higher education 
experts like to call "non-traditional." 
In other words, I'm old. At 27, I'm 

five years beyond the average col
lege graduation age of 22. 

I sit in classrooms full of students 
who've been driving for fewer years 

than I've been in college; who've 
only seen the inside of a club on all
ages night; and who'd give their left 
eye to be able to walk into the Mai 
Tai Bar and order a Long Island iced 

tea without having to worry if the 
wait staff has been schooled in how 
to recognize a fake ID. 

I look around and I feel old. And 
dorky. And more like my fellow 
students' auntie than classmate. I just 
don't have it going on - whatever 
"it" is. I'm not there anymore. I'm 

the opposite of hip. The anti-cool. 
The quintessential dork. And the 
worst part (the part that separates 
the honest to goodness dark from the 
edgy hipster) is that I don't care. I'm 
a dork, I know it, and I don't care to 
change it. Instead, I choose to assert 
my dorky, un-hip ways as often and 

as boldly as I like. So, with brazen 
self-confidence (not to mention a 
good healthy dose of dorkiness) and 
a sense of self-empowerment that 
would ~bake Oprah jealous, allow 
me, the old student, to share with the 
young ones a few things I've learned 
on the road to becoming non-tradi
tional. 

*Note: Hipsters won't lose their 
edge by merely reading the list. 

''There is a very 
fine line between 
intelligence and 

insanity. The very 
best place to be is 

right on that line. '' 

think is unfair. They follow the profs 
around campus and pick their brains 
- and they don't give a rip if they 're 

annoying the sanity out of them. And 
they're the ones -annoying as they 
almost always are - who get · into 

schools other than UH and HPU. 
They get stuff done, not because 
they're smarter, but because they're 

louder. Learn from them. 
• LOSE THE BACKPACKS ON WHEELS. 

Nothing screams non-traditional stu
dent dork like those backpacks with 

the attached luggage carts. Get a real 
bag and use your young shoulders. 
College is a great place to hook up 
and maybe even find the love of your 
life - the rolling backpacks say only 
one thing: I'm old and unavailable. 

• ThY NOT TO STUDY TOO HARD FOR 
THE FIRST EXAM. Study, but don't lose 
your mind over it. After you take the 
exam, you'll have a better idea of 
the teacher's expectations and you'll 
know how to study for the rest of the 
semester. Then, study like crazy. If 
you don't do well on the next test, 
seriously consider dropping the 

class. 
• DoN'T GET TOO BUDDY-BUDDY WITII 

THE PROFESSOR. It makes things 
weird. 
• DoN'T SLEEP WITH THE PROFESSOR. 

That's even weirder. 
•IT's NOT GETTING WHAT YOU WANT, 
IT'S WANTING WHAT YOU'VE GOT. If 
you can learn this before you leave 
college, you'll be ten steps ahead of 
everyone in the real world. 
• NEVER LICK A STEAK KNIFE. 

• BE NICE TO YOUR FRIENDS' PARENTS. 
You may need a place to stay after 

• THE SQUEAKY WHEEL GETS THE 
GREASE. In college, the people who 
end up with the scholarships and the 
academic achievement awards aren't 

necessarily the ones with high IQ's. 
They're the ones who make the most 
noise. They ask for help with even 
the simplest of assignments. They 
grumble when they get a grade they 

, you graduate. 
• A PERSON WHO IS NICE TO YOU, BUT 
RUDE TO THE WAITER IS NOT A NICE 
PERSON. Pay attention. It never fails . 
• THERE IS A VERY FINE LINE BETWEEN 
INTELLIGENCE AND INSANITY. The very 
best place to be is right on that line. 

VIEWPOINTS 
Everybody Loves You: 
A speech by John Radcliffe delivered 
at the UHPA Faculty Forum Feb. 21 
The Governor loves· you and believes that you 

should have a big, competitive pay raise. Her gratitude 
for your two endorsements knows almost any bounds. 

The Legislature loves you and thinks that putting UH 
faculty in at least the 50th percentile among your peers 

is fair & equitable, and is about to give the Governor 
and her staff an 18% pay raise to celebrate their concern 
for you. 

The University President who, on average, makes as 
much in a single year as many of you make in, oh, ten 
years and makes more in three years than many of you 
will earn in your lives--loves you, but has also said that 

in your last strike you settled cheap, you punked out. 
And had he been President then well, he'd have done 
much better because you are deserving of the kind of 

money, well, not the kind of money he makes maybe, 
but some of you are worth something really, really, fine. 
A lot. No. Really. I mean it. He said then that Mortimer 

skunked us, that there was money left on the table we 
didn't get. We blew it. Dummies. Punks. 

He also said that if you ever were brought to the point 
of a strike again, that he would resign his Presidency in 
protest, or was it that he said he'd buy a Presidential 
Rolex? I forget. It was one or the other. I get confused. 
I do remember that he said that if ever you should be 
forced to strike again, he d lead you out himself-- and 
furthermore, he would close the University until the 
powers that be came to their senses and placed you into 
the 80th percentile among your peers where you belong. 
Recently he has changed that ringing challenge to he 

will do for you whatever the Board of Regents tells him 
to do. Not quite the same endorsement but then that was 
then and this is now. 

The Board of Regents loves you too. They have said, 
it seems to me, at least 40 million times (which is an 
interesting figure) since 2001, that they respect you, love 

your work, admire your work ethic, are proud of all the 
contributions that you have made, are making, will make 
in the future. 

The people of Hawai'i love you. The fact that you' ll 
educate their children for less cost to them in tuition than 
the price of kenneling their pets for the same amount of 

time is just awesome! The fact that your average pay has 
dropped from being in the top 20 percent in the nation in 
1992 to the bottom 15 percent in 2001 and now back up 
to the bottom 30 percent in 2003 because you struck 34 
months ago is deeply appreciated, and will continue to 
be deeply appreciated, if you keep it up. 

By God, it must make you proud to be at the center of 

all that love and admiration! I hope not. 
Doesn't make me proud. Because I don't want to be 

loved. I'm not like your good and Christian President 
Bush, who says he's a uniter, not a divider. It's easy for a 

person in the sixth generation of untold wealth to believe 
that folks ought to be happy in their respective stations 
in life. 

Until we get our fair share, I'm a divider, not a uniter. I 
believe in class warfare if the upper class has what is fairly 
mine. I believe I am not anybody 's victim, and I believe 
in the legal right to withhold one's service to his master if 

that master is withholding one's fair wage. 
Wake up from all that warm and golden love and under

stand that it was all a bum's dream, a Big RockCandy 

Mountain dream. Forget the love. There ain't no Lemon
ade Springs where the bluebirds sing, what there is is: this 
is here and now in hard Hawai'i nei - where we deal in 

hard reality. Governor Lingle, Governor Cayetano, Gover
nor Whomever, is going to give us whatever we are strong 

enough and smart enough to take. Nobody but us will look 

after us or be fair to us. 
What I have learned in almost thirty years in this hard 

political pit, is that if you permit it, you will be used like 
a rented mule and nobody will ever even look back in 
shame for what they 've done to you, you will perennially 
be taken advantage of by the folks who work the system 
- if you don't fight for your right to get what is fair. And 

you will rightly be seen as fair and easy game. 
I am not saying that you will win if you fight. I am 

saying you will lose if you do not. In that sense things 
have not changed. Ben Cayetano was an easy target, 
easy to whip people up over a perfect foil . Linda Lingle 

is the hardest kind of person to fight, one who feels your 
pain,can articulate your yearnings. 

Evan Dobelle can sing your praises more sweetly 
than the choirs of heaven can praise Sweet Jesus, God 
Almighty. They have the power and the money, you have 
one thing they want: your service. They want you to be 

good and give it. 
I urge you to tell them to go to hell. No classes, no 

grades, no college, no higher education, until we get a fair 
deal. Shut down, close down, all around town. 

The deal that these honey tongued, mesmerizing, 
thieves of your value want is for you to UNDERSTAND 

their plight. 
Understand this. Evan Dobelle had his tum. His admin

istrators got their tum. The Governor and her staff are get
ting their tum. The other unions are getting their tum. 

You will not get your tum unless you join with me, with 
us stand together and prove that your value, your work is 
based on a fair wage which can be measured against your 

peers. 
And no work will take place until you get it. 

.~ .. ~c:»c:l: __ C_o_n_n_·n_u_e_d_}n_v_m __ p_a_g_e_2 __________________________________________________________________ __ HAWKSBILL 
TURTLE 

VOLUNTEERS 
moderate the difference in payrolls. 

"It will suffice to say that we have 
a spending limit and the Yankees 
apparently don ' t. Baseball doesn't 
have an answer for the Yankees," 
wrote Red Sox owner, John Henry, 
as reported by ESPN.com. " .. . 
Although I have never previously 

been an advocate of a salary cap in 
baseball out of respect for the play
ers, there really is no other fair way 
to deal with a team that ha:s gone so 
insanely far beyond the resources of 
all the other teams." 

While the all-star cast(s) of the 
Yankees has made them the obvi
ous favorite to win the World Series 
for the past five years, they have 
now failed to pull one out in three 
straight seasons. They've been a 
frontrunners nightmare, sporting 

the most glorified superstars in the 
league and the biggest budget in 
baseball, yet still corning up just a 
bit short when it really counts. 

Could it be that money really 
doesn't buy a world championship? 
Quite possibly. Just ask A-Rod, 
whose record high $252 million 
contract with the Texas Rang
ers ended with them prematurely 
releasing him after he led the team 
to three straight last place seasons, 
in which they trailed the divisional 
leader by an average of 33 games. 

The Yankees may also be aware 
of this possibility, as they have 
owned the highest payroll in base
ball for the past three seasons, yet 
have next to nothing to show for it. 
Sure, they've won a couple Ameri
can League Championships, but 

the bottom line remains that they 
have come up short in the big game 
against teams with a payroll less 
than one-third their size. 

So are the Yankees finally going 
make good on this lineup that reads 
like a future Hall of Fame list or 

are they going to continue to show 
us that money indeed cannot buy 
championships? My guess is the 
latter, because although the Yankees 
appeared to be the superior team on 
paper in each of their lost champi
onships, they were unable to match 
their opponents desire to win. 

While this may be the year that 
A-Rod and the Yanks show us that 
money can buy everything, it won't 
be too much of a loss if they don't. 
After all , given the Yankees track 
record of picking up stars, who 

,, ... although the 
Yankees appeared to 

be the superior 
team on paper, in 
each of their lost 

championships, they 
were unable to match 

their opponents' 

desire to win. '' 

knows what another champion
ship loss could result in - perhaps 

another $100 million payout to get 
Barry Bonds in pinstripes? With 
their budget, you just never know. 

are needed from June to 
Nov. to monitor nesting 
turtles on Hawaii. Housing 
and stipend provided. Prefer 
a minimum 6-week com
mitment. Weekly camping, 
7-12 miles hiking with 
20+ lb pack. Night work. 
Need positive attitude, love 
of outdoors, and driver's 
license. To apply, call 
Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park at (808) 985-6090, 
or FAX: (808) 985-6029, 
or email HA VO _turtle_ 
project@nps.gov. 



NEWS 
Parade of Cultures to 
kick off KCC's annual 
International Festival 
By Sori Cho 
STAFF WRITER 

The KCC International Festival 
will kick off the festive week with 
the Parade of Cultures. Students 
will show up representing their 
culture by wearing their native 
clothing or national colors. The 
parade will consist of many 
nationalities, which will be labeled 
by a post held by participants. The 
parade will weave throughout the 
campus, publicizing the start of 
International Week. 

Students and faculty are highly 
encouraged to participate and rep
resent their culture. 

"This festival is · very impor~ 

tant for creating awareness and 
appreciation for all of the different 
cultures representing · Hawai'i," 
explained Erin Weston, the KCC 
instructor in charge of the Interna
tional Parade. 

"Hawai'i is definitely a very 
diverse place. The more we can 
learn and understand about other 
people in their cultural back
ground, the more we can create 
and tolerate a harmonious soci
ety." 

The parade will be held March 
15, from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
The starting point will be in front 
of the 'Ohia Cafeteria, and those 
who participate in the parade will 
receive a certificate of participa-

' ' Hawai' i is 
definitely a very 

diverse place .. 
The more we can 
learn and under
stand about other 

people in their 
cultural back

ground., the more 
we can create 
and tolerate a 
harmonious 
society.'' 

- Erin Weston 

tion matcing them eligible for 
prize drawings at the post-party 
reception. 
If interested, stop by the Honda 

International Center in 'Iliahi 112, 
Erin Weston's office in Olapa 130, 
or the International Cafe in 'Iliahi 
128 to pick up a registration form. 
Weston may be contacted at 734-
9707, or eweston@hawaii.edu. 

AT THf WINDWARD HAWAI'IlOA CAMPUS 

PREVIEW DAY 

Selective thief makes off 
with work of art 
Joshua Skurtu 
STAFF WRITER 

Police are investigating the theft 
of an art piece, which was cre
ated by local artist Ka'Ning Fong. 
The untitled art piece, nicknamed 
"Nightgarage," was stolen during 
the day on Jan. 26. 

The art piece was stored in Koa 
Gallery Director David Behlke's 
office prior to the incident. There 
appeared to be no forced entry into 
the office and no witnesses to the 
incident have come forward as of 
now. Behlke believes the office was 
accidentally left unlocked for a short 
period of time while he was working 
in the Koa Gallery. 

''The office used to have an auto
matic locking system, but with the 
new locks installed, there is a way to 
disable it," Behlke said. 

The person who stole the painting 
selected it from a stack of six others, 
Behlke said. Why the thieves took 
only Pong's piece is unknown, but 

PHOTO COURTESY OF KOA GAUERY 
Nicknamed uNightgarage:' this untitled painting was stolen from the office of David 
Behlke, Director of the Koa Gallery. 

because ofFong's popularity and his 
artwork's aesthetic appeal, Behlke 
feels this is probably why it was 
targeted specifically in the theft 

This past semester another piece, 
"The Venus," vanished from the 
Koa Gallery, apparently another 
theft. It was eventually returned 
and, even though police wis~ed to 

pursue prosecution, David Behlke 
decided to drop the charges. 

The Koa Gallery is now offering 
a $500 reward for any information 
which leads to the return of Pong's 
painting. 

"If the thief returns it; I will most 
likely drop all of the charg~s," 

Behlke said. 

Reusable bags are available 
alternatives to unfriendly plastic 
By Crystal Carpenito 
STAFF WRITER 

More than a billion plastic bags 
per year are given out for free in the 
US alone. Just to manufacture one of 
these bags causes the destruction of 
resources, fragile habitats, ecosys
tems and millions of tons of green 
house gasses. 

Only one to three percent of all 
plastic bags collected are recycled. 
Many are sent to Third World coun
tries where they're incinerated and 
cause air pollution. 

Eight billion pounds of plastic 
bags enter the US waste stream 
each year diminishing landfill space. 
In a landfill it can take up to 1 ,000 
years for a single bag to biodegrade, 
according to reusablebags.com. 

The H-Power process Honolulu 
uses to tum solid wastes into reus
able electricity leads some to believe 
we're taking the necessary steps in 
recycling wastes. 

"Plastic bags are such a small 
portion of the waste stream," said 
Wilma N amumnart the Acting 
Assistant Refuse Division Chief. "I 
don't see it as a problem." 

However, plastic bags are not just 
found in our waste streams, but also 
flying around our streets and floating 
in our oceans. As litter, a bag breaks 
down into tiny toxic particles and 
contaminates the soil and water, and 
poses a threat to marine life. Each 
year hundreds and thousands of 
sea mammals die from consuming 
plastic bags. 

There are countries and cities 
that have taken notice to the many 

threats that plastic bags impose 
upon the environment. 

In March 2002, The Republic 
of Ireland was the first country to 
implement a plastic bag tax or "Plus 
Tax." The tax, aimed at changing 
consumer behavior, meant grocery 
and retail stores would have to 
charge consumers 15 Euro-cents 
per bag checked out. The 3.5 mil
lion Euros raised went toward a 
"green fund" to benefit the environ
ment. 

Taiwan and communities within 
Alaska have since banned the free 

. distribution of plastic bags. Others 
considering implementing a similar 
tax include the UK, Australia and 
New York City. 

Some KCC students say Hawai'i 
would benefit from such a tax. 

"It's a good thing because people 
don't like to pay money," said Jes
sica Cruciana, a student at KCC. 
"They take advantage of the free 
bags." 

Although Hawai'i is not discuss
ing the possibility of such a tax 
existing here, there are ways con
sumers can help to minimize plastic 
bag consumption. 

If consumers keep accepting 
numerous amounts of plastic bags, 
companies will continue to produce 
them. 

"It would be great if consumers 
could take the initiative them
selves and choose alternatives like 
reusable bags," said Planet Arks 
Founder, Jon Dee. 

Most supermarkets credit custom
ers for bringing in their own bags 
for their purchases. Star Market, 

Times, Safeway, and Foodland take 
two to five cents off a customers total 
bill for each bag brought and used. 

Two shoppers, Gwen Fukumura 
and Kelly Cosseboom said they were 
unaware of this offer and now plan 
on bringing their own bags for their 
grocery purchases. 

However, many consumers are still 
unwilling to bring in their own bags. 

"I reuse the bags to line my trash 
can," said Anna Fogel, a KCC stu
dent. Fogel uses three to four plastic 
grocery bags a week for her trash 
disposal, but collects more than this 
number with other purchases. 

IN A NUTSHELL 

HOW TO MINIMIZE 
YOUR PLASTIC BAG 

CONSUMPTION 

• Carry reuseable cloth 
bags.* 

• Say no thanks when you 
don't need one. 

• Line your car trunk with 
cardboard and load grocer
ies directly into car trunk. 

*Resusable bags can 
be purchased online at 
www.reuseablebags.com for 
$9.95 for a nylon bag and 
$39.60 for four hemp bags. 

Information courtesy of 

www.re usab/ ebag s .com 



KAPI'o NEWS 
FROM UNION TO STATE: 

TIME'S UP! 
APRIL 5 2004: 

PENDING: Faculty can strike on or anytime after this date. 
The Legislature has 
approved an 18 per
cent pay raise for the 
governor and her staff 
to take effect July 1. 

MARCH 30 & 31 2004: 
All campuses will hold a 
strike authorization vote. 

FEBRUARY 23 2004: 
UHPA issues a formal 
notice of its intent 
to strike. Gov. Linda 
Lingle and her admin
istration have yet to 
respond. 

JANUARY 16 2004: 
Faculty hold an informational 
picket to let ·the Regents 
know that ihey'lf strike if 
they have to. 

DECEMBER 2003: 
After six months of negotiation, 
the state offers faculty a zero 
percent increase for the first 
year and a 2 percent increase for 
the next. UHPA rejects the offer. 
The state says it doesn't have 
the money to offer more. 

$urvey said: Continuedfrompagel 

increase, retroactive to July 1, 2003 
and an 8 percent increase this July 1. 
The state's offer is for no pay raise in 
the first year and a 2 percent increase 
in the second, an offer the union has 
rejected. 

Many students say they're willing 
to do whatever it takes to show the 
state that they don't want a strike. 

"I'll write letters," said a deter
mined Harris. "I'll write every week 
if I have to." 

And she's not alone. Nearly two
thirds (63%) of students say they 
would be willing to take a proactive 
role in supporting the faculty in an 
effort to avoid a possible strike. 

"If there was something that I could 
do to help, I would do it," said Ciglar. 
"It's not only a hassle for the teachers, 
it's a hassle for the students." 

Vanya Fagasa, a student who's 
decided to get the ball rolling on 
campus, is circulating a petition that 

she hopes will show the state that stu
dents support their teachers and that 
a salary increase is a fair request that 
should be granted without the teach
ers having to strike. 

"When I found out that teachers are 
some of the lowest paid in the coun
try, I was blown away," said Fagasa. 
"What really got me going was that 
if a strike happens and if it runs long, 
all our classes could be cancelled 
and we'd have to retake the classes. 
I was angry and then I got motivated 
and I typed up a petition. This (the 
petition) is for the students. Sure it 
benefits the teachers, but everyone, at 
all campuses will benefit if a strike is 
avoided." 

Last week, the University of 
Hawai'i Professional Assembly 
issued a notice to the Hawai'i Labor 
Relations Board of its intent to strike 
on or after April 5. Faculty will hold 
a strike authorization vote March 30 

JANUARY 2004: 

APRIL2001: 
Faculty strike for 13 days . They get a contract, but 
no raise. UHPA agrees in good faith to hold off on 
a raise until the economy stabilizes. 

JULY2001: 
says in a speech: 

"Increasing faculty salaries is my 
highest priority." 

FEBRUARY 2002: 
Do belle asks the Board . of 
Regents for a pay raise for 
administrators. The BOR 
complied. 

NOVEMBER 2002: 
Lingle writes in her campaign 
booklet: "From the standpoint 
of our people, there is no better 
investment opportunity in town 
than the.University ofHawai'i." 

DECEMBER 2003: 
After six months of negotiation, the 
state offers faculty a zero percent 
increase for the first year and a 2 
percent increase for the next. UHPA 
rejects the offer. The state says it 
doesn't have the money to offer 
more. 

Prison guards, ambulance work
ers and licensed practical nurses 
are given 10 percent raises. 

Report and data 
by Kawehi Haug 

Illustration by Vuong Phung 

How to be an Activist 
If you don't want teachers to have 
to strike, here's what you can do: 

• Call, write, e-mail or fax Gov
ernor Linda Lingle, UH President 
Evan Dobelle, the state legislators 
and the Board of Regents. 

For contact information for mem
bers of the State House of Repre
sentatives log on to 
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/ 
sitel/house/members/members.asp? 
press 1 =house&press2=members 

For contact information for mem
bers of the Senate, log on to: 
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/ 
sitel/senate/members/members.asp 
?press l =senate&press2=members 

To contact the Board of Regents: 
bor@ hawaii.edu 

To contact the Governor: 

Honorable Governor Linda Lingle 
Executive Chambers 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: 808-586-0034 
Fax: 808-586-0006 
e-mail: http://www.hawaii.gov/ 
gov/gov/email 

To contact Evan Dobelle: 
edobelle@hawaii.edu 
Phone: 956-5280 
Fax: 956-5286 

• Get the word out by writing 
letters to the editors of both local 
papers. 

Address: 
The Honolulu Advertiser 
P.O. Box 3110 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
E-mail: letters@honoluluadvertise 
r.com 

The Honolulu Star Bulletin 
7 Waterfront Plaza, Suite 210 
500 Ala Moana 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Mary Poole, Editorial Page Editor's 
e-mail: mpoole@starbulletin.com 

*Include a name, address and phone 
number on all letters to the editor. 

• Sign one of two petitions cur
rently circulating on campus in sup
port of a salary raise for faculty. 

For petition information contact: 

Kawehi Haug at the Kapi'o at 
734-9120 or kapio@hawaii.edu or 
e-mail NoStrike2004@aol.com. 



Feature 
A Closer-look ·afThe -Nobel Peace Prize 

Paul Kolbe 

Staff Writer 

Controversy has arisen over the 

nominations of President Bush and 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair 

for the Noble Peace Prize. Said 

one K.C.C. student, who chose nor 

to be identified, "is that supposed to 

be some. sort of joke?" But a closer 

look at the history of the prize reveals 

what some may see as questionable· 

nominations. Adolf Hitler, the 

architect of the holocaust, was once 

nominated. And Henry Kissinger, 

accused of illegal bombings in Cam

bodia and Laos during the Vietnam 

campaign, as well as the overthrow 

of democratically elected Chilean 

President, Salvador Allende, actual! y 

won the award in 1973. One should 

also not forget the founder of the 

award, Alfred Nobel, was the inven

tor of dynamite. 

Nobel, a Swedish inventor and 

lifelong industrialist during the 

mid-1800s, conceived the award in 

hls will, and left his considerable 

fortune to ensure its creation. Nobel 

spent much of hls life in designing 

and manufacturing explosives, as did 

ills father Immanuel Nobel, who had 

designed the first truly usable sea

mines. But Nobel saw no conflict 

between the destructive force of his 

creation, and his intense interest in 

the pursuit of peace between nations. 

Part of this may be due to the widely 

echoed sentiment of the day, that sci

entists were not responsible for how 

their creations where used, but also 

in the belief of a type of mutually 

assured destruction. Believing if two 

enemies bad the same type of devas

tating weapons, they would surely 

Day, evening and 
weekend programs 
Convenient location 
Affordable tuition 
Free parking 
Personal attention 

UH West O'ahu offers 
junior- and senior-level 
courses to qualified stu
dents who have completed 
an associate in arts or 55 
credits of qualified college 
courses. 

not use them against each other. He 

could not know that one-day man

kind would harvest the energy of the 

atom, and lay waste to entire cities. 

Nobel's dying wish was to reward 

those who made great achievements 

IN A NUTSHELL 

PAST RECIPIENTS OF 
THE PRIZE 

2003 
SHIRIN EBADI 
2002 
JIMMY CARTER JR. 
2001 
UNITED NATIONS 
KOFIANNAN 
2000 
KIMDAEJUNG 
1999 
DOCTORSWITIIOUT 
BORDERS 
1998 
JOHN HUME and DAVID 
TRIMBLE 
1997 
INTERNATIONAL CAM
PAIGN TO BAN LAND
MINES (ICBL) and JODY 
WILLIAMS 
1996 
CARLOS FELIPE XIMENES 
BELO and JOSE RAMOS -H 
ORTA 
1995 
JOSEPH ROTBLAT and to the 
PUGWASH CONFERENCES 
ONSCIENCE AND WORLD 
AFFAIRS 
1994 
YASSER ARAFAT 
SHIMON PERES 
YITZHAK RABIN 
1993 
NELSON MANDELA 
FREDRIK WILLEM 

DEKLERK 

University of Hawai'i 

West 
O'ahu 

Call us at 808-454-4700 
or visit us at 

www.uhwo.hawaii.edu 

toward the betterment of mankind, 

and award prizes in physics, chem

istry, medicine, literature and peace. 

The award would consist of a medal, 

personal diploma, and a cash prize 

($1.4 million was awarded last 

year). In 1901, a foundation was 

established to carry out his wishes, 

and the first ceremonies took place in 

Stockholm, Sweden. 

The source of nominations comes 

from a rather large pool. National 

assemblies, governments, interna

tional courts, professors, and previ

ous recipients can all nominate, but 

only one, or occasionally two of the 

nominees can receive the award. 

This year 129 individuals were 

nominated, as well as 44 organiza

tions. Unlike the other prizewinners, 

whlch are decided in Sweden, a five

member committee in Oslo, Norway, 

decides on the winner(s) of the peace 

prize. They will be using the words 

of Alfred Nobel himself to judge 

the candidates, awarding it to the 

person(s) who during the preceding 

year "shall have conferred the great

est benefit on mankind, who shall 

have done the most or the best work 

for the fraternity between nations, for 

the abolition or reduction of standing 

armies, and for the holding and pro

motion of peace congresses." 

It is in the reduction of standing 

armies that Bush and Blair became 

eligible for the prize, but a nomina

tion is not an endorsement of the 

Nobel Committee, and does not 

ensure a win. Still, some believe 

the prize should be given to those 

who pursue peace in a non-violent 

manner, others argue this is contrary 

to Nobel's own belief that, "good 

wishes alone will not ensure peace." 

Earn bachelor's degrees 
with specializations in: 
Accounting 
Anthropology 
Business Administration 
Economics 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
History 
Justice Administration 
Literature 
Philosophy 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Public Administration 
Sociology 
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workplace. 

Another interesting topic will be 

Sleep Awareness. This is a meeting 

conducted by Dr. John Rand, who 

has been surveying the sleeping 

habits and patterns of KCC stu

dents. Students may be surprised 

how sleep can be analyzed, such as 

how sleep loss can affect classroom 

performance and creativity. 

Other scheduled educational train

ing includes: Copyright Law when 

showing films and/or videos m KCC, 

whether the 2-year college should 

be a locus of research, enhancing 

student learning outcomes, and 

designing a webpage to facilitate the 

delivery of course materials. Another 

session will cover some American 

Sign Language basics, helping par

ticipants more easily communicate 

with the deaf and hard of hearing. · 

One of the highlights of the event 

will be a cooking demonstration by 

Bobby Chinn, owner of the Chicago 

seafood restaurant, Bob Chinn's 

Crab House. Other activities include 

meditation and relaxation, helping 

students to avoid plagiarism, self

expression through tempera paints, 

instructors reading their published 

poems, and scrapbooking. 

~----SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ----~ 
8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. FAIR 
8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION AND REFRESH· 

MENTS 

9-10 a.m. BREAK Our SESSION I 
• Having Fun with Student Learning 
Outcomes Assessment No, really! 
('Iliahi 206) 
• Film and the Copyright Law ('lliahi 
104) 
• Research from the 2-Year Colleges 
('Iliahi 103) 
• Designing a Webpage Using Netscape 
Composer (Kalia 110) 
• Working with Deaf and Hard of Hear
ing Students ('Iliahi 105) 
• Camtasia (Kopiko 1 03) 
• Eh, Cool it! ('Iliahi 106) 
• How to Handle Difficult People 
(Kalia 201) 
• Identity Theft presented by HPD 
Officers (Lama 116) 
• Introduction to Belly Dancing (Kalia 
202) 
• Creative Writers Unite! (International 
Cafe behind Subway) 
• Queen Julia Kapi 'olani (Kalia 103) 
• Office Safety (Ohia 118) 
• Learning Communities ('Iliahi 231F) 
10-10:30 a.m. BREAK 
10:30-11:30 a.m. BREAK Our SES
SIONll 

• Grant Resources for Enhanced Stu
dent Learning Outcomes ('lliahi 206) 
• What Is Involved in Advising A KCC 
Student Club? ('lliahi 104) 

• Plagiarism Purge! (Kalia 109) 
• Feng Shui in the Home and Classroom 
(Lama 116) 
• She Who Laughs Last (Kalia 202) 
• Handling Workplace Conflicts (Kalia 
201) 
• The US, Iraq, and WMDs (Ohia 118) 
• Teaching a Hybrid Course (Kalia 11 0) 
• Assessing WAC ('Iliahi 231F) 
• Am I Really That Boring: Why Are 
Students Sleeping in my Class? ('lliahi 
106) 
• Does Your Personality Match Your 
Job? ('lliahi 103) 
• Learn a LittleASL ('lliahi 105) 
• Ho'ok:ipa me ke Aloha (Kalia 203) 
• Fun with Favors and Stamping ('Ilirna 
202A) 
11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. LUNCH 

12:30-1:30 p.m. BREAK Our SFSSioN 

m 
• Debunking the Scrapbook:ing Myths! 
(Koa200) 
• Gallery Presentation on Tom Okimoto 
and Lawrence Maruya (Koa Gallery) 
• Unleash Your Creative Self (Koa 100) 
• Ho'ok:ipa me ke Aloha (Ohelo build
ing) 
U:30- 1:15 P.M. CooKING DEMoNSTRA

TION BY BOBBY CHINN 
1:30- 2:30 p.m. NAME THAT ThNE 
GAME 

2:30p.m. DOOR PRIZES AND DRAWING 

2:45 - 3:45 p.m. En, CooL rr! ('lliahi 
106) 

Do you need a good math tutor? 
That's me. Richard. 358-3367. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Spectrum Art Contest 

Want to win $50? 
If you can you draw, paint, photograph, or design something 
that best exemplifies the word "spectrum" we encourage you 

to enter the Spectrum Art Contest. 

Please submit artwork of any media to be incorporated in the 
Fall 2004 edition of Spectrum Journal. 

Deadline for art contest submissions is May tst. 

All KCC students are strongly encouraged to enter written 
works as well. Artwork as well as written submissions should 
be brought to Davin Kubota, Spectrum Writing Submissions 
Chair, in Kalia 216. He also has a lecturer 's mailbox listed 

under "Kubota" located in front of Kalia 101. Students 
submitting written works, please submit a copy on diskette or 

e-mail a copy as an attachment to Kapio@hawaii.edu. 
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PASSION & PAIN 
Mel Gibson's new film chronicles the pain 
and final hours of the life of Jesus Christ 

By Joshua Skurtu 
STAFF WRITER 

Amid a flurry of protests, media 

coverage and controversy, "The 

Passion of Christ" premiered last 

Wednesday as the third most profit

able mid-week opening ever. 

The word passion may bring to 

mind enthusiasm or ardent love, 

but, in this movie's archaic usage 

of the word, it is defined as suffer

ing or martyrdom, specifically that 

of Jesus of Nazareth. 

This controversial movie depicts 

the last twelve passionate hours of 

Jesus' life. From the garden to the 

cross it culls you into the story, 

leaving no drop of blood unseen, 

no crack or crunch of a whip across 

Jesus' flesh unheard. When the 

bloodied body of Jesus rises and 

falls during this voracious beat

ing dealt by Roman soldiers, some 

members of the audience wept, 

some gasped with shock at the con

stant spraying of blood, and some 

were just plain inspired by Jesus 

standing up to take his lashes. 

Whether or not you agree with this 

movie's ideas and biblically based 

themes, watching it will fill you with 

emotion. Whether you choose to 

feel angry, sad, enlightened, over

joyed, shocked, horrified, enticed, 

or any other number of adjectives, 

you will feel emotion. While this 

is a very intense movie, for people 

who don't like to read subtitles, the 

only emotion will be boredom. If 
that's the case, you'll probably want 

to skip this movie, unless you speak 

Aramaic and Latin. 

Although this movie is very 

biblically acurate, the writers did 

take a few liberties. One was the 

addition of demons and a cameo by 

the Devil himself. Yes, the Morning 

Star did have a small role in which 

he taunted Jesus while portrayed 

in the form of a Matrix-esque and 

oddly feminine looking entity. At 

one point, this satanic figure stared 

down Jesus as he was being beaten, 

all the while stroking and caress

ing a midget in a loving embrace. 

Although it was a little strange to 

have these additions, it is expected 

for writers to distort the truth for 

artistic reasons. Luckily, this distor

tion was small and dido 't affect the 

rest of the movie. 

This movie has received a large 

amount of television and news 

coverage, not for the annoying 

fact that it was filmed entirely in 

two dead languages, but because 

some feel that the movie encour

ages anti-Semitism, or a hatred of 

Jews. So, what are they saying? 

Are they saying that this movie is 

going to morph the feeble minds 

and bodies of nice law abiding 

citizens who weren't racist in the 

first place, into Nazi loving , Jew 

eating, bate-crime committing, 

woman beating, villains? Yeah, 

that's gonna happen. If you 

believe that, maybe you believe 

no one should take responsibility 

for any of their actions. 

If that's the way it works , 

maybe we shouldn' t have any 

violence in television and 

movies. Maybe we shouldn't 

be able to listen to music that 

has harsh tones, swear words, 

and loud screaming. That is the 

reason kids disobey their par

ents, right? Or, maybe Eminem's 

harsh lyrics force children to do 

badly in school. Oh, and maybe 

violent video games cause school 

shootings! 

This is not the case, and anyone 

with half the IQ of a lab rat knows 

that all of these statements are 

idiotic and would dismiss them 

as easily and as quickly as they 

would a cheap prostitute. Does 

anyone know who funds these 

vocal minorities who believe and 

spew such drivel? 

This movie may cause you 

enthusiasm, passion, or maybe it 

will fill you with insight in your 

own beliefs. With our Prozac 

dependent world in mind, some 

of its themes may be lost in the 

pool of blood and violence this 

movie so freely portrays. Maybe 

someone who is leaning toward 

becoming a white supremacist 

should go watch a nice vio

lent-free cartoon, like "Looney 

Tunes," in which anvils crush 

and maim, and firearms are used 

as a way of settling an argument, 

in lieu seeing "The Passion of 

the Christ." As for all you normal 

people out there, you can prob

ably handle it. 

Scene 
A book for lovers of language 

Debra Weinstein's new novel tells the tale of a poet and her apprentice 

By Andrea Maglasang 
STAFF WRITER 

Anyone with unbridled loyalty to 

a pauper's passion will enjoy Debra 

Weinstein 's new novel "Apprentice 

to the Flower Poet Z." Lightly funny 

and grounded in post-college reality, 

this book embraces the difficulty of 

at once being nurtured and smothered 

by someone else's shadow. Anna

belle Goldsmith is at first ecstatic to 

find herself in the revered position of 

the acclaimed poet Z. 's (not assistant, 

but) apprentice. Z. masters literature 

of flowers, describes a petal like it 

is a palm, an opening bud like the 

shedding of the past. Taking on with 

delight the work scuffed up by Z., 

Annabelle is suddenly assigned to 

everything from researching weeds to 

pulling them, to weeding out intense 

family relations. Lured by the desire 

to be inspired by Z. 's presence, Anna

belle is both drawn away from her 

own life and thrown into the midst of 

defining it. Her excruciating affinity 

for poetry drives her to be the muse, 

model, and work horse for the other 

aspiring poets in hers and Z. 's life, 

consequently forgetting and contra

dicting her own work. 

In the position of protege, Anna

belle struggles to master her life and 

her poetry, and finds herself able to 

flourish under inhibition. 

This book may be best appreci

ated by lovers of language who 

can knowingly nod at the sacrifices 

made in the search for the perfect 

words. The story of these relation

ships intertwined with the wc;>rld of 

poetry would be most enjoyed by 

those immersed in it, or by those 

who greatly appreciate poetry after 

its creation. 

With measured certainty, the short 

poems and excerpts within the book 

pay homage to literary and poetic 

.greats like Dickinson, Joyce and Ten

nyson. Deftly interwoven are refer

ences both familiar and unknown, 

which supplement the story and praise 

the written word itself. Clearly a 

talented poet, the author Debra Wein

.stein demonstrates clever examples of 

her own poetry through the fiction, 

and humorously gives examples of 

bow poetry can be improved upon. 

A fast read, "Apprentice to the 

Flower Poet Z." keenly illustrates the 

fervor and near-insanity of an aspiring 

poet and her mentor. It inhabits and 

speaks the voice of a young modem 

society: funny, intuitive, articulate, 

and enduring. 

He Bangs! William Hung rocks 

By Hong Nguyen 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Maintaining the website for one 

of American Idol's most memorable 

losing contestants is not an easy 

task. With more than 8 million 

hits since it first appeared on the 

Internet, www. williamhung.net is 

the most visited web site, paying 

tribute to the latest American Idol 

star, William Hung. 

Hung, a civil engineering student 

at UC Berkeley, auditioned for the 

reality talent show at the end of 

January. Within two days of seeing 

Hung's audition, Don and Laura 

Chin purchased the domain name 

and set up the site complete with 

video, audio and news clips. Their 

service as webmasters of the site 

has turned into a full time job for 

them, but they are not complain-

ing. Don Chin, who works as a real 

estate agent when he is not working 

on various websites, said that the 

site's popularity has been "quite a 

roller coaster." 

"Will has transcended American 

Idol and appeals to so many people 

because he's the opposite of what 

we think of when we think of music 

stars," Don said. 

Don did not know Hung person

ally, but once the site was up and 

running he searched for and found 

Hung's e-mail address. He sent 

an e-mail to Hung, introducing the 

site. Hung replied to the e-mail and 

thanked the Chins for their support 

and creation of the fan site. 

"He was shy and reserved at first, 

but now he's really coming out of 

his shell," Don said. Since that first 

e-mail, the Chin's have spoken with 

Hung several times by telephone, 
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and have developed a cooperative 

relationship on how to run the site. 

Don stated that he feels he knows 

Hung pretty well now, and has a 

good idea of what to include on the 

website. 

Don is excited about the site and 

Hung's popularity, and said that 

Will has inspired many artists and 

musicians, and even people who are 

neither, to create songs and videos. 

The Chin's get about 400 fane-mails 

a day for William Hung. Among 

those e-mails, they also receive 

video and audio clips to add to their 

growing site, with catchy remixes to 

"She Bangs," the Ricky Martin song 

that Hung sang during his audition. 

Some fans have incorporated foot

age of Hung's audition into their 

own interpretation of songs like 

see HUNG, page 8 ..,_ 

734-9720 
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Letter: continuedfrompage2 

I am disappointed that Kapio has 
become so jaded and centered on 
negative reaction above the value of 
potential change. 
. I wonder what father is so ill 
informed as to call his child stupid. 
As a loving father, I find it a hor
rible thing to infer. I remember my 

father occasionally saying "That 
·was a stupid thing to do." I felt 

very bad, and I was usually forced 

to soon agree by conscience based 
on the wrongfulness of my acts. To 
;infer that a child should be called 

:- an "idiot" is reprehensible to me. To 
focus on such an irresponsible dia
logue is ludicrous. The act and the 
person are two separate things. 

What kind of pre-prep school red 

rag yellow journalism are you trying 

· to push? 
As the son of a breast cancer sur

vivor I find the references in your 
article on breasts offensive. As a 
studell't, a parent and a child I find 
the article useless. I feel some shame 

-sharing this Kapio with my mom, 

although my picture is in it. I know 
. my mom will cringe when she reads 

your referrals to breasts as a matter 
· of social policy, ignorant Americans, 

and the language treating children 
with disrespect and abuse. I feel such 

Writing is more for the angst ridden 
teen or immature young adult than 
the average responsible student. 

Is the purpose of this article to 
breed apathy over current events, or 
just so you can personally advertise 
your need to see more breasts? It 

would benefit the paper to focus more 
on things that are really important. 
Anyone concerned with the links 
between Janet Jackson exposing 

herself, the need for public nudity, 
and President Bush in Iraq has ample 
resources elsewhere. It is sad when 

apathy meets the need for unity and 
a balance is not reached. 

I hope if you have a child you 
will be inclined to say "I know it's 

messed up, but all we can do is try. 
Americans can learn to be more tol
erant. Yes, there are kind and loving 
Muslims being unfairly treated in 
many parts of the world. It is very 
sad that people kill one another. What 
can we do to make our country more 
responsible and caring?" 

Please never tell a child contem.: 
plating suicide that they are an idiot. 
That's the kind of talk that helps kids 

consider death over life in the first 
place. Why not focus on the need 

for peace and compassion instead 
of anger? You get what you give 
brother. 

- Mike Hewitt 

Note: Although he's a member of 
Student Congress, Mr. Hewitt was 
not speaking. on their behalf. 

. H u n g : continued from page 7 

"Pretty Woman" and OUT
KAST's "Hey Ya!" 

With Hung's fan base multiply
ing as the days go by, Don is con
vinced that Hung could finish in the 
top three of this season's American 
Idol -competition. But many fans 

have other hopes: The Chins' site 
links to: www.petitiononline.com, a 
website- where over 95,000 people 
have signed a petition urging the 

producers of America~ Idol to put 
Hung back on the show. 

Hung's instant and unexpected 
rise to popularity has changed the 

·way his family sees things. 
"Will's family didn't view his 

audition on television. They 
watched his audition on our site," 

Don said. "His family wanted 
him to keep his priorities straight. 
They wanted him to focus on 
school." From speaking to Hung, 
Don learned that Hung's father 
is now his assistant, scheduling 

his appearances and fielding calls. 
from the media. Hung's father 
did not offer support initially, but 
has since stepped in to help Hung 
manage the media so that Hung 
can still attend classes and study, 

Don stated. 
A fan that visits the site daily, 

Austin Parker of Honolulu, said 
that he found it refreshing to find 
someone innocent and humble 
enough to accept the judges' rejec
tion while simply being satisfied 
with having tried his best. Parker 
added that Hung's appeal also 
comes from his image as the quint-

essential nerd with a civil engineer
ing degree, which Hung called his 
"backup" in case his singing career 

failed. 
"Will's popularity is a result of 

the genius in his performance and 
how he handled himself against 
criticism," Don said, referring to 
Hung's response to Simon Cowell, 
one of the show's judges. After 
watching Hung's jerky dance rou
tine and listening to his off key 
singing, Cowell criticized the stu
dent from UC Berkeley, telling him 
that he couldn't sing and couldn't 
dance. Cowell asked what Hung 
had to say for himself, and Hung 
replied, "I already gave my best. I 

have no regrets at all." 
Hung's reply was not typical of 

the many contestants who are cut 
from the competition. He caught 
the judges off guard with his hon
esty, and captured the loyalty of 
millions of fans around the world. 
Don said he anticipates that Hung's 
popularity will last a while. Until 
the fans go away, Don and his wife 
w.ill continue to work hard to bring 
daily updates and news clips on 
William Hung's whereabouts and 
accomplishments. 

SINGERS & MUSICIANS 

Record your very own 
music CD Demo. 

All levels welcome. 
Call now 953-2494 

Nader: continuedfrompagel 

But Ira Rohter, a UH political sci

ence professor disagrees, calling this 
tactic a "psychological trick." 

"The Democrats lost the 2000 elec
tions," Rohter said. "They screwed 
it up. Gore lost it by not carrying 
his own state (Tennessee). If he had 
won his state he'd have won ... and 

the votes in Florida wouldn't have 
mattered." 

Rohter maintains the voters swayed 
by Nader in 2000 were tired of Gore's 
"republican like" image, and were 

looking for an alternative to the two 
party system; something Nader calls 
a "duopoly." 

Rohter also points to statistics sug
gesting that a large number of Nader 
votes came from what he calls "East 
Coast Conservatives," or those who 
would otherwise have voted for 

Bush. 
Nader ran as the Green Party nom

inee in 2000, but this time intends to 
get on the ballot in all 50 states as an 
independent. 

This presents a problem for him 
because many states require a large 
number of signatures to get inde

pendent candidates on the ballot. In 
Hawai'i, Nader needs to get at least 
3,677 votes before Sept. 3. 

"I don'tknow if he's being realistic 
or not," said Belinda Aquino, a UH 
political science professor. "I think 

what he really wants to do is raise 
consciousness on some issues." 

These issues include the failure 
of this country's current two party 
system to address all the needs of the 
people, and the large wealth disparity 
between the haves and have-nots in 

GET HEALTHY! 
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of all health and nutrition products at 
www. ecnutrition. com. 

Visit website for details. 
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America. 
This approach, Rohter said, worked 

last time Nader ran. 

Thanks to Nader's example, 
"(John) Edwards is playing up these 

issues" in his campaign, according to 
Rohter. "And to a certain extent, so 
are all the others. The Democrats are 

reevaluating their image ... I think the 
Democratic party is really going to 
clean up it's act. " 

Aquino doubts if Nader will get 
anywhere in his bid this time around. 

"A lot of guys are just going to vote 

to get Bush out," she said. 
Many students at KCC would tend 

to agree. 
Barbra Desoto didn't vote in the 

last presidential elec;tion, but might 
do so this time "just to get Bush 
out." 

ATTENTION 
MARKETING 

STUDENTS 

Interested in an 
opportunity to 

develop and improve 
your marketing skills 

in a fun, vibrant 
community agency 
through the Service 
Learning program? 

All hours served can 
be applied toward 
receiving a Presi
dential Award for 

service! 
Please call Alice in 

Service Learning for 
more information at 

734-9285. 
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