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More than 20 students and a few faculty members watched the live debate in the Lama Library's current events alcove. 
PHOTO VUONG PHUNG 

Many student critics say Kerry 
won, others unimpressed by both 
By Vuong Phung 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

it was more than just the candidates 

and their views. It was about which 

candidate made the better case. 

DECISION 2004 

FACE 
OFF 

Analysis: President Bush's 
strongest platform becomes 
Senator Kerry's stage 

When the first of three presidential 

debates unrolled on the big screen 

in the library's current event alcove, 

more than 20 students and faculty 

tuned in to every word. Some had 

just got o~t of class, some already sat 
waiting and more had just arrived. 

These are the candidates' intended 

audience: young, just registered, and 

concerned. 

One student who arrived late asked 

another what was happening. 

"Nothing new," he told her. "Both 

candidates said every freaking word 

from their commercial." 

In a way, these students came to 

watch the candidates answering 

questions off the script and when it 

was over, they walked away with an 

impression and a critique. 

"Bush is struggling even in his 

closing," Ryan Jones said, "He's 
making one-word statements." 

Jones was one of several who got 

up and left before President Bush fin

ished his closing remark. Others in the 

crowd felt the same as they laughed 

out loud when Bush remarked, "I 

get the casualty reports every day. I 

see on the TV screens how hard it 

is." One man shook his head as he 

listened to the debate while reading 

from his laptop. 

Political experts predicted that the 

debate was not about what the candi

dates said, but rather how they said it. 

For most students watching the debate, 

The Future is Now 

"Kerry. Hands down," said 20-

year-old Krystal Kirkland who will be 

voting for the first time on Nov. 2. 

In her hands was a pamphlet with 

both candidates' stances in bullet
form. Her sociology instructor gave 

it to her before the debate started. 

After the event, Kirkland was no 

longer an undecided voter. 

"Kerry was well prepared," said 

Kirkland. "But Bush danced around 

the issues. He also paused often." 

Reaching such a decision after an 

event like this was something reli

gion professor Eric Denton thought 

unlikely. 

"Watching it I was thinking noth

ing is going to sway voters. There 

was no death-blow." Denton said. 

"There wasn't anything transpired 

that's going to rock the world." 

Denton was one of several faculty 

members who saw the debate in the 

alcove. Unlike Kirkland, he saw no 

winner coming out of this debate. 
"Nader (was the winner)," he 

said jokingly before elaborating. 

"We (Americans) are going to lose 

because it seemed like a choice 

between Bush and Bush-lite." 

At the same time, Denton was 

more impressed with the student 

turnout than the debate. "I was sur

prised to see how many people were 

there. People needed to be interested 

even though there wasn't anything 

interesting." 

Ouch! 
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Bush and 
Kerry 

debate on 
national and 

homeland 
securities 

GOOGLE 

By Paul Kolbe 
NEWS EDITOR 

From the start of the first televised 

debate tensiQn between the candi

dates was apparent. Bush walked 

over to Kerry's podium . to shake 

hands and Kerry still clinging the 

president's as Bush walked away, 

for the rest of the debate, as much 

was said in body language as was in 

words. Jim Lehrer of PBS's News 

Hour acted as the debates mediator, 

asking clear and concise questions 

on foreign policy and homeland 

security, the themes for the eve

ning. 

The first half-hour showed a 

clearer speaking and more confi

dent President Bush than many had 

expected of someone not billed as 

It's one thing to be 
certain, but you can 

be certain and you 
can be wrong. 

Certainty sometimes 
gets you into 

trouble. 

-JOHN KERRY 

GOOGLE 

Don't Move to Florida! 

a strong or articulate speaker. The 

president immediately began to 

highlight his strengths as a "deci

sive" wartime leader, and point to 

Kerry's perceived weakness as a 

"ftip-flopper," saying, "people know 

what I believe." But at one point it 

seemed Bush either became tired 

or ran out of material. He began 

to fumble words and fidget about 

behind his podium. Mter Kerry 

delivered what might have been 

the quote of the evening, saying the 

President's actions in Iraq had been 

a, "colossal error in judgment," the 

president seemed visibly perturbed. 

Pursing his lips and leaning in to 

his podium. At times he appeared 
disgusted with Kerry's comments, 

BACKPAGE: Analysis, page 8 

To think that another 
round of resolutions 
would have caused 
Saddam Hussein 
to disarm, disclose, 
is ludicrous, in my 
judgment. 

-GEORGE BUSH 

THE ONION 

Beat it Barbie! 
All visitors to the U.S. including tlx>se from 
'friendly nations' will soon undergo 15 seconds of 
biometric fingezprint identification upon arrival. 

A Crawford, Texas newspaper billing itself as Pres
ident Bush's hometown paper has endorsed John 

Kerry, saying he will restore American dignity. 

Seas affected by global warming are 
expected to intensify hurricane levels by 20 
percent within the next 80 years. 

Doll overstays her dollhouse welcome. 

Full story @ www.bbc.com Full story @ www.seattletimes.com Full story @ www.nytimes.com Full Story@ www.theonion.com 
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EDITORIAL 

Legalize Marijuana 
There is little doubt that when 

America banned marijuana in 1937, 

the people were misinformed of its 

dangers. Government propaganda, 

seen widely in videos such as "Reefer 

Madness," portrayed marijuana use 

as something that would turn per

fectly normal people into savage 

beasts, incapable of controlling their 

own sexual and sadistic urges. Today, 

although we have learned that this is 

completely untrue, marijuana remains 

illegal largely because of the false

hoods spread by the government 

decades ago. 

It has been consistently shown that 

marijuana use does not result in vio

lent behavior or sexual misconduct. 

Additionally, it has been widely recog

nized that marijuana use does not lead 

to toxic overdoses, is nowhere near as 

hazardous as alcohol or tobacco, and 

is less addictive than caffeine. 

Yet, despite this knowledge, Amer

ica's war on drugs has continued to 

rage harshly upon marijuana users. 

Taxpayers spend an estimated $900 

million each year incarcerating mari

juana offenders, and currently, there 

are nearly 40,000 inmates in state and 

federal prisons for such offenses. In 
fact, 40 percent of all drug arrests are 

for marijuana infractions, 88 percent 

of which are for possession, not deal

ing. 

One of the most common reasons 

given by people that support keeping 

marijuana illegal is that it is a "gate

way drug," one that will open the door 

to other, more harrilful drugs. How

ever, not only has there never been a 

conclusive study proving this, statisti

cally, for every 104 Americans who 

have tried marijuana, there is only one 

regular user of cocaine, and less than 

one regular user of heroin. 

Furthermore, it is the prohibition of 

marijuana, rather than the substance 

itself, that truly provides the means 

to obtain harmful drugs such as crack 

or methamphetamine. Alcohol isn't 

considered a "gateway drug," even 

though most marijuana smokers prob

ably tried alcohol before pot. Seem

ingly, the only reason people do not 

associate alcohol use with drug use is 

because it is sold over the counter by 

a dealer who is unlikely to offer any

thing harder. 

This is not the case with marijuana. 

Despite having much milder effects 

" Penalties against drug 
use should not be more 

damaging to an indi
vidual than the use of the 

drug itself. " 

-JIMMY CARTER 

than any of its illicit counterparts, and 

being relatively safe even in com

parison to alcohol, consumers are 

nonetheless forced to search the black 

market to obtain marijuana. Of course 

some are going to experiment with 

other drugs, but imagine the epidemic 

that would be on our hands if one out 

of every 10 liquor stores also sold hard 

drugs. By decriminalizing marijuana, 

it would be put into a category similar 

to alcohol, disassociating itself from 

the stigma of being an illegal drug. · 

Although steps have been taken 

to make marijuana available for 

medicinal use, even this is a pro

cess that is badly in need of reform. 

Patients still find it much easier to 

get a prescription for highly addic

tive, opiate-based painkillers, such 

as Oxycontin or Percocet, rather 

than one for marijuana, even though 

all evidence indicates that marijuana 

is by far the lesser evil. 

It is unfortunate that America's 

war on drugs has resulted in the 

prosecution of thousands of people 

whose only crime has been the rec

reationaluse of marijuana. Although 

the abuse of hard drugs continues to 

rot the core of our society, the gov

ernment still seems content to let 

marijuana busts be the focal point of 

their crackdowns. 

It is time to stop such unnecessary 

prosecution and realize that each 

person incarcerated for marijuana 

suffers a penalty far greater than 

any the substance itself would ever 

bring on. 

"Penalties against drug use should 

not be more damaging to an individ

ual than the use of the drug itself," 

said President Jimmy Carter during 

his administration. "Nowhere is this 

more clear than in the laws against 

the possession of marijuana in pri

vate for personal use." 

The Editorial is co-written by all 

editors of The Kapio Newspress. 

A look at the 

Post-Debate Funnies 
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SPEAKOVT 

Who do you 
think won the 

presidential 
debate last 

night? 

Question and Photos: 
Berkley Fowler & 

Roxane Caires 

I'm going to say .. . Bush. 

-David Fitzpatrick 

Kerry won over Bush. 

-DeniseNg 

How about Kerry. 

-George Henry 
GuempeliV 

I think Kerry. 

-Jason Ryan 

I think they both lost, but 

if I had to go for one it 
would be Bush. 

-Chris Collins 



MODEST 
PROPOSAL 

by Vuong Phung 

Think again: 
Your vote 
doesn't count 

Voting in America is a unique 
experience. It is both crucially 
important as well as utterly 
pointless. This classic paradox 
encourages you to feel great after 
knowing that you have done your 
civic duty. But at the same time 
you realize your vote will not 
decide this election, or the next. 

The best incentive to vote that I 
could think of is to know that your 
vote has value-a number that you 
can attach emotionally to. Yet you 
don't have to be a Math 100 whiz 
to figure that if 100 million votes 
are cast in this election including 
yours, then congratulations: your 
vote is worth .00000001. 

That is like investing $100 million 
into Wall Street's finest account for a 
penny in return. That's right: one red 
penny of Abraham Lincoln smirk
ing at your lousy investment. While 
a penny might have been worth a 
jug of beer in the early days, now it 
can't get you a 20 second long dis
tance call to your sweetheart. Talk 
about diminishing returns. 

The voting system has broken down 
since Andrew Jackson's loss some 

PERSPECTIVE 
P.S. To those still 

trying to hold on to 
your vote and to 

those who still think 
their ballot has any 

life purpose: if voting 
is so important, 

why aren't people 
arrested for not 
doing it, as they 

are for not paying 
taxes? 

hundred years ago, but not so often 
that it would begin the kind of revo
lution that Thomas Jefferson would 
expect. After the 2000 election fiasco, 
I was surprised to see no heads roll. 

This voting system was the same 
one that gave blacks one-fifth the 
vote, women no vote, and landown
ers all votes. If the history of race, 
gender and class prejudices in the 
system make you scream injustice, 
the effect of where you stand on the 
map will make you cry in disgust. 

This state, a blue state like many 
others, will undoubtedly, unani
mously vote for John Kerry, even if 
you favor George Bush. And then 
the Electoral College system ranks 
Hawaii at the low end of the worth 
spectrum. In a way, your vote is 
worth much less than those in Cali
fornia, Texas or New York. To truly 
maximize the value of a vote, you 

have to live in Iowa, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin or any other so called gray 
state. Those are the places both Kerry 
and Bush poured millions of dollars 
into. In fact, everyone already knew 
that these states are the ones that will 
decide the election outcome. 

Everyone but you. 
It's nice to believe that your action 

makes a difference- but in a world 
where reality straightens the record 
and perception speaks great lies, I 
hate to see you come to your senses 
after reading a column like this. 

And so, the red pill is this: you 
can fold this up, toss it aside and 
go back believing whatever your 
na!vete tells you-or you take the 
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blue pill, go to a law school and 
become a Supreme Court justice, 
where the votes really count. 

P.S. To those still trying to hold on 
to your vote and to those who still 
think their ballot has any life pur
pose: if voting is so important, why 
aren't people arrested for not doing 
it, as they are for not paying taxes? 

We've got mail: 
DRAFf2005 

Apparently congress is consid
ering a piece of legislation that 
proposes to re-instate the draft. If 
it passes, it will go into effect on 
June 15, 2005. This bill, HR163 
could really affect students at 
KCC, and most of them do not 
know about it. 

This bill will give the govern
ment, specifically President Bush, 
the power to draft ANY person 
age 18 to 26, male or female, 

. conservative or liberal, student or 
not, for a period of two years. If a 
person is not physically or men
tally fit, based on the standards set 
by the president, they can still be 
drafted for civilian service. 

There are a few exemptions to 
these rules, such as in cases of 
extreme physical or mental dis
ability, extreme hardship (What
ever that means!), or claiming 
combat to be against their reli
gious or personal beliefs, which, 
in this case, said person would be 
placed in a military service that 
does not include combat training. 

The biggest change in this bill 
would have to be the addition of 
female draftees. Yes ladies, you, too, 
can be forced into war if this bill 
passes. This bill was drafted last year, 
and is still in the process of making 

This bill will give the 

government, specifi

cally President Bush, 

the power to draft ANY 

person age 18 to 26, 

male or female, con

servative or liberal, 

student or not, for a 

period of two years. 

its rounds through the House. 
This bill, amazingly, seems to 

have Hawaii's support. Repre
sentative Neil Abercrombie is a 
cosponsor of the bill, along with 
13 other representatives. If you 
disagree with this bill, I suggest 
you write your representative and 
give him a piece of your mind. I 
would, but I don't have much of it 
left to spare. You see, I'm losing 
my mind with the realization of 
bow mucb the world has changed 
in the last 1 0 years. 

Aloha, 
Joshua Skurtu 

Oktoberfest 
Munith is in the, midst of Oktoberfestf Germany-'S annual celebration of beer 
and Bavarian ctdturre. Wnat have been the festlva~~s: highlights sip far? 

SOURCE THEONION.COM 
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Waikiki sand replenishment project to begin in November . 
New technology will allow sand to be pumped in from offshore, and eliminates trucking in 

By David Namiki 
STAFF WRITER 

The newest Waikiki beach replen

ishment project will begin in Novem

ber, with 10,000 cubic yards of sand 

being diverted from offshore to the 

shoreline. The goal of this $500,000 

project, supervised by the State of 

Hawaii's Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (DLNR), is to 

widen the shoreline between the 

North Kuhio Beach groin and the 

Kapahulu storm drain and make it 

more tourist-friendly. 

Sand replenishing has been done 

periodically in Waikiki since 1939, 

but this is the first time the sand, 

equivalent to 1,000 dump truck 

loads, will be pumped from selected 

sites 2,000 feet offshore, rather than 

trucked in from other beaches. 

Waikiki, originally an agricultural 

marsh, was drained in 1922, then in 

1939 had 50,000 cubic yards of sand 

brought in. To date, a total of 320,000 

cubic yards have been deposited at 

Kuhio Beach. According to Dolan 

Eversole, project manager for the 

DLNR, this relatively small "recy

cling" project will essentially pump 

sand carried offshore by rip currents 

right back to the beach. 

Surfers and environmental groups 
have expressed concern that the 

diversion of sand will affect surfing, 

fishing, and other water activities, 

though a February study conducted 

by DLNR indicated no significant 
alteration to beach or water quality 

should occur. 

"As a surfer, if it's going to impact 

the surf environment, I'm not very 

happy about that," said Erin Weston, 

instructor of religion at KCC. Weston 
came to Hawaii a year ago from 

Miami, where she says beach replen

ishment projects have altered the surf 

significantly for the worse. 

At an informational meeting 

held Sept. 1 at Waikiki Elementary· 
School, George Downing, surfer 

and spokesman for Save Our Surf, 

told the Honolulu Advertiser that he 

and other surfers support the project 

in general, but would object to put-

ting sand in the Queen's Beach area 

by the Duke Kahanamoku statue. 

There is no sea wall there to slow 

down sand erosion. 

At KCC reactions are mixed, with 
favorable comments heard around the 

Travel and Hospitality classrooms. 

"If there is more room on the 

sand, we could have more activities, 

and perhaps combine them with 

travel packages," said Seiko Kure
bayashi, a travel industry student, 

who herself goes with her friends 

to other nearby beaches that are less 
crowded. 

KCC students who surf in the 
Waikiki area voiced more resistance 

to the idea of sand replenishment. 

Brian Yamamoto, a first-year 

business major, believes that surf

ing conditions could worsen, but 

not improve. He also discounted the 
tourist-friendly aim, saying, ''They're 

going to come to Hawaii regardless; 

they're not going to come because of 

bigger beaches." 

Josh Olbrich and Brandon 

Quiban, both second-year students 

KCC receives more than $2 million in a grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education 
By Andrea Maglasang 
EDITOR 

In September, KCC received 

a grant for over $2 million from 

the U.S. Department of Educa
tion for the enhancement of stu

dent learning. The monies . will 

be used to focus on strengthening 

instruction in three main areas of 

activity on campus: services and 

support for students, creating a 

professional development center, 

and enhancing careers for adult 

students. The Title III grant funds 
(totaling $2,271,000) will begin 

to be distributed this month, and 

the distribution will spread over 

five years. 

"It is very fortunate for KCC to 

get this grant," Kelli Goya, Title 
III Coordinator said. "This is a 

new program, with new opportu

nities for professional develop

ment. It can impact the campus in 
a very positive way." 

Entitled Creating Purposeful 

and Sustainable Pathways in Stu

dent Services, Professional Devel
opment, and 21 st Century Career 

Programs for Improved Student 

Learning, the grant is intended 

to improve learning opportunities 

for all students at KCC. 

The faculty aim to improve ser
vices and support for students by 

improving academic advising, 

peer education and implementing 
electronic portfolios - an elec

tronic means for students to dis

play and examine their own work. 

"With the electronic portfolios 

students can showcase their own 

work for jobs or resumes," Goya 

It is very fortunate for KCC to 
get this grant. It has oppor
tunities that can impact the 

campus in a very positive way. 

- KELLI GOYA, TITLE Ill COORDINATOR 

said. " It is also an area for stu

dent self-assessment and reflec

tion." Another opportunity for 

student support is developing 

bridge programs for pathway stu

dents . "Students in transition are 

considered pathway students," 
Goya said. "Those going from 

high school to college, from their 
first to second year in liberal arts, 

from their first to second year 

in career programs, and those in 

their second year in certificates of 

completion." 

KCC also plans to build a pro

fessional development center on 

campus where students can learn 

excellence in teaching, learning 

and technology. There, students 
can work with faculty to learn 

about aspects of future careers 

such as learning outcomes and 

how to work with diverse learn

ers. 
Also with the money from the 

grant, KCC will work to enhance 

career programs for adult learn
ers. "We would like to develop 
career ladders that address 21st 

century careers," Goya said. "In 

areas like health, long term care, 

the visitor industry and teaching 

preparation." 

The grant was issued as sup

port for native Hawaiian serving 

institutions. As such, KCC was 

among a small group of schools 

in states that could qualify for the 

grant. It allows for equal educa

tion opportunities for minority 
students . "It benefits Hawaiian 

as well as other underrepresented 

student," Goya said. "It will actu

ally benefit all students at KCC in 

the long run." 
Though the plans are in the 

beginning stages, several pro

grams on campus are working to 

distribute the grant for academic 

as well as professional develop

ment for students. 

"The first year a grant is issued 
is almost like an invisible year," 

Goya said. "The results will 

begin to show in the next few 

years, and we hope this will ben

efit the school and students will 

be able to see the results." 

Kuhio Beach sand replenishment 
The state is planning to "recycle" 10,000 cubic yards of sand from offshore to replenish 
Kuhio Beach from the Kapahulu storm drain ("The Wall") to the Waikiki Beach Center and 
Police Substation. The project will close at least part of the Diamond Head basin swim
ming area, a staging area on Kuhio Beach and a portion of the beach where sand is being 
placed. Work could begin in September or October and last 30 days. 

and boogie boarders, say they are 

generally against altering the ocean 

terrain. However, Olbrich added, 

"If it doesn't hurt the environment, 

and it makes better waves, I'm all 
for it." 

Eversole, himself a surfer, said, 

"The last thing anyone wants to do 

is destroy the surf," stressing that 

DLNR will monitor the project 

throughout, and will shut it down if 
there is any perceived negative envi

ronmental impact. 

For more information, see the 

DLNR website: www.state.hi.us/ 

dlnr/welcome.html 

Veterans Affairs office M .I.A. 
By Clint Kaneoka 
COPY EDITOR 

Military veterans attending KCC 
have been finding it difficult to col
lect on their benefits due to short office 
hours and minimal staffing at the Vet
erans Affairs (VA) office. 

"We are aware that there have been 
long delays before students get their 
benefits, and fully appreciate the need 
for students to get the benefits to which 
they are entitled as soon as possible," 
said Cynthia Suzuki, Registrar of 
KCC's VA office. 

Although it is the purpose of the VA 
office to certify the enrollnient of vet
eran students and their dependents and 
enable them to obtain federal veterans' 
benefits, the office is so understaffed 
that many have been unable to do so. 

According to Suzuki, a major cause 
of the delay in certifying veterans for 
benefits is that one person is respon
sible for a very wide scope of respon
sibilities. 

"We recently completely over
hauled the way student services are 
delivered," said Suzuki. "Admissions, 
financial aid, registration, veteran 
certification, and records functions 
are being handled by one office - the 
Kekaulike Information and Service 
Center (KISC). As can be expected 
when trying new concepts, KISC is 
still experiencing growing pains and 
we are still in the process of redesign
ing some of our processes. One of the 
processes we are immediately design
ing is in fact the certification of veter
ans for benefits." 

Suzuki went on to say that when the 
redesigning process is complete, some 
of that responsibility will be assigned 
to other people, thereby freeing up the 
current VA clerk to do the actual cer-

tifications. 
Although KCC's population of mili

tary veterans is smaller than that of other 
UH campuses, many students have also 
complained that were unable to utilize the 
VA office to get enrollment certification 
for their benefits due to a lack of hours. 
Unlike other UH community colleges, 
such as HCC, which is available for cer
tification Monday through Friday 8 a.m. 
- 4:30 p.m., at KCC, this can be done 
onJy between 10 a.m. and noon, Monday 
through Friday, and 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday. 
"Other campuses also have one 

person responsible for actually trans
mitting the certifications," said Suzuki. 
"However, the scope of responsibility 
of our: VA clerk is much wider than that 
of other VA clerks. What we're hoping 
to accomplish by our process redesign 
is to bring that clerk's responsibil
ity more in line with that of the other 
campuses' clerks so that our time for 
processing will be reduced." 

While some of the problems may be 
solved through the redesigning pro
cess, the staff is still bogged down by 
limited resources and a lack of work
ers. 

"We are short staffed in the KISC 
because we currently have some vacan
cies which we hope to have filled in the 
very near future," said Suzuki. "All of 
us multi task out of necessity." 

Suzuki went on to say, "In gen
eral, not just for VA, if we had more 
resources, we could improve our staff
ing to help us with the workload. Under 
the current circumstances, I think we 
are doing the best we can. We rec
ognize the problem, and are currently 
working on an immediate resolution to 
this situation. Hopefully, veterans will 
get their spring 2005 benefits much 
sooner." 



Students appreciate campus deaf center 
KCC houses the only college for deaf and hard of hearing students in the UH system 

By Elizabeth Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

The Kapiolani Deaf Center (KDC) opened 

on the KCC campus in 1988. "The Kapi

olani Deaf Center has two major goals," said 

Sara Simmons, the current director who has 

a MBAMA in Deaf Education. "To provide 

services for deaf students at KCC and for the 

deaf community of Hawaii and the Pacific 

Rim." After completing her student teaching 

an internship with Hawaii Center for the Deaf 

and Blind, Simmons made Oahu her home, 

working to unify the deaf community. 

Deaf and hard of hearing students have the 

option of using an interpreter or CAN (com

puter assisted note taker) and a note taker for 

spoken classes. The Deaf Center also pro

vides and promotes events for the deaf com

munity, such as current movies in caption at 

Dole Theaters, Deaf Santa, and inter island 

Family Learning Vacations that educate and 

bring families with deaf children together. 

"It's a small tight-knit community here," 

Simmons says. "I go to many of the func

tions." 

Laura Raiola, an adult student, is taking 

classes at KCC paid for by her job at the Fed

eral Building through services provided by the 

Deaf Center. She finds support on campus 

through the Deaf Center and enjoys learning 

to further her career. 

Services such as teacher training and con

ferences for educating teachers and parents 

are made possible through partial federal 

funds from Gallaudet University to help ser

vice the community. Many students who've 

completed the LSK program at KCC go on 

to Gallaudet University, the only liberal arts 

college for the deaf and the hard of hearing. 

LSK is an intensive pre-college English class 

taught in ASL(American Sign Language) for 

students who have recently immigrated to 

Hawaii or recently graduated high school in 

Hawaii. Currently there are students from the 

Philippines, Japan, Marshall Islands, Pohnpei 

in Micronesia, and Germany. 

Johan, a student from Gallaudet University, 

came to Hawaii because he "heard KCC has 

a good program .... cheaper then UHM." He 

also added that it has been a "dream to be in 

Hawaii. I always have fun here with water 

sports, friends, Hawaiian culture, etc." He 

says that "KCC's Deaf Center helps students 

to be successful with good support and orga

nization." 

Adam Farrington, a resident student at 

KCC says, "the Pacific's Gallaudet University 

Regional Center is very supportive." Even 

though his mother forced him to go to school 

instead of allowing him to be a pro-body 

boarder, Farrington says, "I love KCC. I wish 

University of Hawaii was built on KCC's land 

instead of boring fiat land in Manoa. KCC has 

the best ocean view and landscape." 

Jane Fried, is the ASL and interpreter train

ing coordinator under language arts who heads 

programs such as ASL classes, Interpreter 

Training, and EIA(Educational Interpreters 

and Assistants). KCC is the only secondary 

college to offer ASL for credit and noncredit. 

Also A.A.'s in Educational Assistant and in 

Educational Interpreters are two new two-year 

programs in EIA(Educational Interpreters and 

Assistants) under the language arts depart

ment. 

The Deaf Center has a loaning library in 

Manono 102. To learn more about deaf history, 

skills, research, and culture, there is a collec

tion of books, videos, magazines, newspapers, 

and documentaries. 

Currently there is still a need for note takers 

for students who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

This is a paid positon and can be flexible to 

meet scheduling needs. More information is 

available at Manono 102 or by calling 734-

9210. 

From left to right: John Verstraete motioned the word "cool;' Bejamin Pinko "cockroach;' Scott Wallace "cool weather" 
I 
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Cast a ballot, 
Student Congress 
wi II buy the art 
By Vuong Phung 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Student Congress voted to purchase three 
pieces of artwork from students each year. 
Selected artists will equally receive $500 and see 
their work displayed around the campus. Which 
artwork selected will be decided by the student 
body in the form of public ballot boxes placed in 
the Lama Library. 

The original proposal came up three years ago 
from art instructor David Behlke, and included 
$1,000 earmarked for student works and an 
additional $1 ,500 for faculty works. The issue 
had not been clearly addressed since. Congress 
last week voted 7-1 to purchase the student art, 
but the vote was a 4-4 deadlock concerning the 
faculty art. Chairman Sean Boyd cut the tie by 
voting against it. 

"I don't think faculty should use KCC as a 
·Venue for their works," he said. 

In addition, Student Congress unanimously 
agreed to increase the amount of spending on 
student artworks from $1,000 to $1,500. 

"I'd rather have $3,500 spent on seven pieces 
of art than some on students' and the rest on the 
faculty's," Boyd said. 

Student reactions to the news in general were 
mostly positive. 

''That's great. It's supporting student artists," 
said Jennifer Thorbjornsen, who took advance 
painting courses this semester. 

Some students also agreed with the decision to 
not buy faculty artwork. 

"You figure those teachers were already estab
lished," Drake Van Blarcom said. 

Dean of Student Services Mona Lee said the 
point of Behlke's pitch was to have the campus 
owning pieces of artwork from a well-known 
artist so that its value might go up in the future. 

"I think it's very encouraging to have students ' 
work bought," Art Professor Adila Buss said. 

At the same time, Buss also said that the insti
tution should own artwork done by their faculty. 

"(Student Congress) doesn't have to buy them 
every year," she said. 

Buss taught KCC Art 101 and has also had her 
works displayed in the instructor show before. 

Boyd said Student Congress's annual spend
ing on student art has no expiration date and will 
continue until Congress votes to stop. 

OTHER TOPICS IN 
DISCUSSION 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
By revising the meeting charter, Student 

Congress hopes for more campus repre

sentatives from each academic department 

to attend their meetings to present diverse 

points of view. 

The revision will remove voting power 

from club members. "The reason for this is 

that clubs at UH and KCC are out for their 

own interests and not for the interests of 

the whole student body," Travis William

son wrote in a statement to Congress. 

Another proposal of Student Congress 

was their sponsor of the "Student Life" 

website as the central portal for informa

tion relating to student activities, meetings, 

and announcements. Access to the website 

will be opened to everyone, including 

campus departments. 

KCC internet coordinator Shari 

Tamashiro said she is concerned about 

future maintenance of the website and how 

it operated. 

. 

' 
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Creative writing class 
publishes original work 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LEETON OUCH I 

KCC students in Lee Tonouchi's creative writing class celebrate their 
summer work. "Buss Laugh" is a compilation of pidgin and poetry writ
ten and produced entirely by the students. 

By Andrea Maglasang 
EDITOR 

From Lee Tonouchi 's creative 
writing class at KCC last summer 
comes an original, organized, and 
published effort to gather the work 
of some of the newest pidgin poets 
in the Hawaii literary scene in one 
collection. In "Buss Laugh: Stand 
Up Poetry from Hawaii," the stu
dents of Tonouchi's creative writ
ing class challenge and combine 
the definitions of poetry, pidgin, 
literature, and entertainment. For 
many, this is their first time to 
share their work publicly and in 
print. . 

"It was my first time pub
lished since high school," Tyler 
Kurashige said. "Lee made it a 
goal for us, if we all wanted to, to 
put out decent work. He was will
ing to go the extra mile to publish 
the book for us." 

"I wanted them to be able to see 
that what they write goes beyond," 
Tonouchi said about the publica
tion. "A lot of them dido 't think 
they could be funny, but there are 
different kinds of humor." 

Joe Cannella has taken two of 
Tonouchi's classes. His exposure 
to writing in pidgin encouraged 
him to explore and improve his 
own writing. 

"I would have never realized 
I could write," he said. "I gradu
ated high school in the bottom 
three of my class, but now I am 
an honors student and part of the 
Freeman program. In encouraging 
us to write pidgin he (Tonouchi) 
could understand and see where I 
was coming from. When I write I 
can sort of unconsciously find out 
more about myself." 

Kurashige found it easy to write 
in pidgin as well. 

"Living in Hawaii it's a little 
more natural," he said. "And it's a 
little less intimidating than writing 
normal poetry." 

The students in the class com
posed their poems in pidgin or 
regular English, then were invited 
to share their work in a stand-up 
performance at the Kumu Kahua 
Theatre where family, friends, and 

the public were invited. 
"Most of them didn't bring their 

family though," Tonouchi smiled. 
"If they performed they got extra 
credit, but I guess they felt more 
comfortable in front of strangers." 

Cannella thinks that performing 
is an important part of the creative 
process. 

"If anybody gets the chance to 
perform their work, they should," 
Cannella said. "It can turn your 
life around." 

"Buss Laugh" is the published 
composition of the performed 
work. 

"I think the students were a little 
shocked at the process of revi
sion," Tonouchi said. "They all 
took into account the process of 
first time writing, then revision to 
get it ready for publication." 

For students, Tonouchi helped 
them through the revision process, 
and encouraged them to write in 
whatever language came most nat
urally to them. 

"He never forced us to go either 
way," Kurashige said. "He is a 
non-traditional teacher with a 
good background in writing. He 
didn't exactly encourage pidgin, 
but just allowed it in general." 

"He kind of became my mentor," 
Cannella said. "When he teaches 
you learn, but don't really realize 
you're learning. I speak real coun
try pidgin -there's a whole bunch 

of different dialects." 
Cannella says pidgin does not 

have to be a language exclusive to 
local people. 

"I think that non-locals can learn 
it as well as anyone," he said. "It 
can be like learning Japanese or 
any other language. It's like when 
they speak pidgin on that show 
'Hawaii,' you know, they kind of 
screw it up a little, but they're get
ting the gist of it." 

Kurashige agreed that it was 
interesting to hear the people from 
the mainland speaking pidgin. 

"Buss Laugh" is available for 
sale at Workspace Art Gallery 
in Kaimuki and for students to 
borrow at the KCC Lama library 
and at the UH Manoa Hamilton 
Library. 

Pidgin reaches the mainland 
By Andrea Maglasang 
EDITOR 

The academic journal "College 
English" in September published 
Lee Tonouchi's essay "Da State of 
Pidgin Address," a piece written 
entirely in pidgin about pidgin. As 
"College En.glish" is a work refer
enced by "college English profes
sors across the country, the National 
Council of Teachers debated over 
the content and written voice of 
Tonouchi's essay before accepting it 
for publication. The particular issue 
was about rhetoric about or from 
people of color. 

"Lee's piece was perfect," Victor 
Villanueva, guest editor of "College 
English" said. "It made the point 

that there are ways of language that 
ought to be recognized by educators 
while being very funny and a lot of 
fun to read. Our concern has always 
been to legitimate the language 
ways of students. It was time we 
recognized another language varia
tion that is as subject to prejudicial 
treatment as those of African-Amer
ican students and Latino students." 

Tonouchi says his goal is a larger 
audience, beyond Hawaii. 

"I wanted to reach other people," 

Tonouchi said. "A lot of readers 
here feel the same way I do, so I 
wanted to reach the ones who are 
not normally exposed to pidgin, to 
get them thinking." 

Tonouchi examines local attitudes 
toward pidgin and its place in the 
world both within and outside of 
Hawaii. 

"Lee treats issues of great schol
arly interest and importance," 
Jeanne Gunner, editor of "College 

Dey say dat da perception is dat da stan

dard English talker is going automatically be 

perceive fo'be mo' intelligent than da Pidgin 

talker regardless wot dey talking, jus from 

HOW dey talking. 

-LEE TONOUCHI, ''Da State of Pidgin Address" 

English" said. "The field of alter
native discourses is new and grow
ing, and Lee's essay is one example 
of how culturally diverse language 
forms connect to identity, history, 
and politics. He provides an excel
lent critique of dominant discourse 
and its control of social privilege." 

Tonouchi's essay brings pidgin to 
rank among the cultural languages 
that are often criticized as ineffec
tive means of communication and 

become a measure of intellectual 
and social status. 

"For the last 20 years or so the 
focus has been on African-Puneri
can Language ("black English") or 
on Spanglish," Villanueva said. "It 
was time we recognized another 
language variation that is as sub
ject to prejudicial treatment. That's 
Hawaiian pidgin - a pidgin that 
crosses some racial boundaries but 
is nevertheless tied to Hawaii." 

In his essay, Tonouchi says, 
"In today's enlightened times, I 
would've hoped dat people's atti
tudes toward Pidgin would be way 
bettah now. But generation aftah 
generation and I dunno if tings wen 

change all dat much." 
But some students have come up 

with a broader perspective. 
"I think there is a big space in the 

world for pidgin," said Joe Cannella, 
a KCC student that has taken two 
classes taught by Tonouchi. "It is an 
important part of out culture and a 
source of identity. I think it should 
be taught as another language." 

Students on the mainland also 
responded to Tonouchi's piece. 

"It inspired one of my students - a 
local but haole - to do a final report 
on pidgin, _part of it in pidgin," 
Gunner said. "California is a major 
college destination for students 
from Hawaii, so I see an inclusion 
of pidgin literature and issues as 
an important part of our curricular 
diversity." 

Tonouchi's essay is part of a 
slightly longer publication entitled 
"Living Pidgin, Contemplations on 
Pidgin Culture," a small, colorful, 
paper-back book found in book
stores on the islands and online 
on the mainland. It is available at 
the KCC bookstore underneath the 
Ohia cafeteria. 

Most young people prefer fake news 
By Chad Thompson-Smith 
STAFF WRITER 

Earlier this year in a speech 
given by "Nightline" anchor, Ted 
Koppel, Koppel spoke of how he 
is losing a large part of his audi
ence to Jon Stewart of "The Daily 
Show." Koppel said network news 
is losing its younger audience at an 
alarming rate to the likes of Stew
art, Leno, and Letterman. Prior 
to that speech, John Stewart intro
duced Koppel via videotape, and 
afterwards Koppel thanked Stew
art sincerely. Later in that speech, 
Koppel said it was absolutely right 
for comedians to satirize events and 
make fun of our political leaders. 
Koppel's quarrel is not with come
dians, but with certain journalists. 

"I have no problems with come
dians and entertainers pretending to 
be journalists," said Koppel. "My 
problem is journalists pretending to 
be entertainers." 

A survey conducted by the Pew 
Research Center for the People 
fol!nd 21 percent of people under 

age 30 get their campaign news 
from comedy shows like "The 
Daily Show" and "Saturday Night 
Live." Stewart often reminds audi
ence members and guests alike that 
"The Daily Show" is "fake news" 
and is nothing more than satire. 
Yet, this does not stop high caliber 

political figures like Senator John 
Kerry or former President Bill Clin
ton from stopping by on occasion 
to tell Stewart how good of a job he 
is doing. Approximately 1.5 mil
Bon viewers tuned in to "The Daily 
Show" on the night John Kerry 
made his appearance, according to 
The Washington Post. 

This election year, "The Daily 
Show" covered both the Demo
cratic and Republican National 
Conventions, and is currently 
covering each of the presidential 
debates. Its coverage of the first 
debate aired last Thursday night. 

On campus, most students who 
know of "The Daily Show" agree 
that it is good comedy. 

••rt's pretty damn funny," KCC 
student Jodd Young said. 

Others disagree. 
"I think they are stupid and 

bogus," KCC student Kawehi (who 
declined to give her last name) 
said. 

Some felt there is more to it than 
comedy. 

"You can learn a lot about World 

events in 30 minutes," KCC stu
dent Gabriel (who also declined to 
give his last name) said. "I watch 
it when I am not doing homework, 
it's great." 
If your interest has been sparked 

and you would like to check out the 
"fake news," "The Daily Show" 
airs Monday through Thursday at 
4, 8 and 10 p.m. on Comedy Cen
tral. 

Another popular politically 
charged satirical comedy, "Real 
Time with Bill Maher," airs every 
Friday at 8p.m. on HBO. " Real 
Time" spends an hour debating the 
issues of the week by a guest panel 
of three. Bill Maher was the host 
of "Politically Incorrect," the show 
from which some say "The Daily 
Show" drew some of its inspiration. 
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ONE FOR EVERYONE 
There is a movie for every interest this 

fall, including the political junkies 

Outfoxed exposes 
the Fox News 
conservative agenda 
By Chad Thompson-Smith 
STAFF WRITER 

One of our current media watchdogs comes 
under fire in the independent documentary, 
"Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch 's War on Jour
nalism." The film made it to the big screen last 
month, during the independent film festival. 

We have been told our entire lives that we 
live in a functioning, free democracy. As it 
turns out, we may have been lied to, and quite 
possibly, the proof is starting to show. Since 
the beginning of democracy in America, the 
media has been tasked with watching over 
our government and the leaders within it. It 
was speculated that without the media to play 
the role of watchdog, a successful democracy 
would not be possible. 

"Outfoxed" goes after Fox News (Fox) with 
gloves off. Some tactics used in the movie to 
show conservative bias by Fox included inter
views with former Fox employees and clips of 
Bill O'Reilly telling many of his liberal guests 
to "Shut up!" One suclfguest was 'the son· of a 
9/11 victim who criticized President Bush and 
the current administration, blaming them both 
for what happened on 9/11. 

Throughout the movie, the audience at 
Varsity Theater last Wednesday reacted with 
shock and surprise to statistics and comments 
that flashed across the screen. Particularly 
revealing were interviews with former Fox 
employees, such as former anchor, John du 
Pre. "Any (on air) ad lib that made the demo
crats look stupid and republicans look smart 
would get an attaboy and a wink and a smile," 
recalled du Pre. 

Much of the movie focused on the war in 
Iraq and Fox's bias portrayal of it. Several 
scenes of the movie seemed to reveal that Fox 
has often flat out mislead its audience. Other 
scenes displayed surprising results of statisti
cal studies about Fox viewers. One such study 
showed that the majority of Fox News viewers 
still believe Iraq attacked America on 9/11 and 
Sadaarn Hussein had weapons of mass destruc
tion. This is surprising to hear from regular 
ne~s viewers, considering the 9111 Commis
sion found otherwise. While it may be too late 
to catch "Outfoxed" on the silver screen, it has 
been released on VHS and DVD. This movie 
would appeal to anyone who is thinks it may 
be a problem when a mainstream media outlet 
comes under the control of politically biased 
entities. 

O'Reilly tells the viewers of his show that 
the war in Iraq is vital in securing our freedom 
here in America and that the President made 
the right call by invading Iraq. In reflecting 
on the film, here is an alternative explanation 
to the reason we are at war in Iraq, and an 
explanation to war in general. George Orwell, 
perhaps a greater mind than Bill O'Reilly, has 
written, "War is a way of shattering to pieces, 
or pouring into the stratosphere, or sinking in 
the depths of the sea, materials which might 
otherwise be used to make the masses too 
comfortable, and hence, in the long run, too 
intelligent." 

Garden State evokes 
humorous angst 

By Ami Blodgett 
WEB EDITOR 

"Garden State" is a noble movie choice 
whether you're on your own, with friends 
and family or if it's your Thursday night date. 
The charming, romantic elements and witty 
scenes accompany nonchalant humor. Fortu
nately it left out a good portion of the roman
tic sap, leaving more room for the angst of 
those in their 20s. 

Zach Braff, better known as Dr. John Dorian 
from NBC's comedy "Scrubs," managed to 
direct, write and star in "Garden State." Braff 
based the movie on his own experiences and 
took the role of Andrew Largeman. 

Largeman is an aspiring actor waiting tables 
in an upscale Vietnamese restaurant, who 
really has no aspirations at all. After disap
pearing to Los Angeles nine years ago with
out speaking to either of his parents and being 
induced with extreme anti-depressant medi
cations, he returns to his hometown in New 
Jersey for his mother's funeral. After stand
ing at the funeral by himself without a sign of 
emotion, he decides to quit the medications 
cold turkey. At the funeral, he is reunited with 
his apathetic high school friends, who become 
witnesses to his first soul search. Along the 
way he makes friends with a pathological liar, 
Samantha, written especially for and played 
by Natalie Portman. Samantha's moral code 
and free spirit open Largeman's heart and ini
tiates his first good and bad emotions; leading 
them into a world of romance. 

The soundtrack is just as intense and 
accommodates the themes without a flaw. 
Coldplay's "Panic" is easy to underestimate 
in the opening scene, but the majority of 
the album, including Colin Hay, Frau Frau 
and Nick Drake, is successful at tugging at 
the heart. The peculiar sounds of the Shins 
may hurt the audience's ears a little, but are 
essential to Samantha's character and the 
movie. 

The cast of "Garden State" won't be dis
appearing from the big screen anytime soon. 
Braff will fulfill the voice of Chicken Little 
in "Chicken Little," coming out in July 2005. 
And no worries, on the television screen, 
Braff will continue to play Dr. John Dorian in 
"Scrubs." Also coming out in 2005, Natalie 
Portman will be featured in "The Smoker," 
as well as in "Star Wars III- Revenge of the 
Sith" as Amidala. 

THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER IN 

VISUAL FLASH BACK 

September 8: Hawaii resident Richard Po 
Mai Kai Kinney wears his flare at Magoo's 
while watching and supporting protestors 
in NewYork City. 

September 14: UH Acting President David 
McClain talked about his experience in 
Vietnam, working under President Jimmy 
Carter and his goals UH. 

September 21: In the editorial, all three 
Honolulu mayoral candidates "left many 
at the Kapio feeling sad, empty and even 
dejected:' Instead, we endorsed the Rock, 
or any rock. 

PHOTOS AND IUUSTRATIONSTHE KAPIO NEWSPRESS STAFF 

September 8: In the editorial, The Kapio 
Newspress called the firing of Former UH 
President Evan Dobelle "has to be one of the 
worst mismanagements in recent memory:' 

September 21: Kauka de Silva, a professor 
of art, was the only teacher from KCC to be 
honored by the UH Board of Regents with an 
Excellence in Teaching Medal for 2004. 

RANDOM NUMBERS 
Did you register to vote? 

September 28: In an informal poll of 100 
students, to vote or not to vote became the 
question. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

What: Drawing for FREE hepatitis B vaccinations ($180 value) 

How: Enter at the Hepatitis B Project Display 
located at the Library and the Computer Lab 

When: Fall Semester (limited supply) 

Who: All UH students 

vices Mlinoa 

IS 
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looking away to the side. 
Kerry himself was not without 

faults. At times he appeared over
eager for his turn to speak, and 
when Bush delivered critiques of 
the Senator's political plans, Kerry 
would smile while nodding his 
head as he took notes. However, as 
Bush became visibly upset and at 
times interrupted mediator Lehrer 
to rebut, KeiTy maintained a calm 
composure also appearing greater 
in stature behind his podium due to 
his significant height advantage. 

Despite both candidate's 
strengths and faults in manner, the 
debate maintained a steady level of 
substance, giving both candidates 
ample opportunity to distinguish 
themselves. 

While both candidates shared 
similar views on homeland security, 
the topic of foreign policy showed 
two very different ideologies. 

President Bush gave an optimis
tic view of the war on terrorism, 
sighting the capture of 75 percent 
of Al-Qaida's known leadership 
and progress in Iraq thanks to US 
and coalition involvement. But 
Kerry painted another picture, one 
of the war in Iraq distracting from 
the real war on terrorism and hunt
ing Osama Bin Laden, and that the 

US bad alienated much of its allies 
around the world by not seeking 
UN approval to invade Iraq. He 
attacked Bush's use of the word 
coalition, saying he would do things 
differently in Iraq by building a 
"true coalition" to deal with the cur
rent problems in Iraq. On the issue 
of North Korea both candidates 
seemed to adopt the others stance 
in Iraq, with Bush leaning towards 
multi-lateral talks, and Kerry opting 
for bi-lateral talks between the US 
and North Korea. Both candidates 
agreed the issue of stopping nuclear 
proliferation was probably the most 
important in the future of US goals 
in foreign policy. 

ABC and CBS instant polls 
showed Kerry had come out as the 
distinctive winner of the debate, 
with many of the nations pape~s 
echoing this opinion the follow
ing day. Kerry had come into the 
debate with the need to clearly 
show what he stood for, and shed 
his perceived image of switch
ing positions and sending mixed 
messages. Something he accom
plished by giving short answers 
and clear ideological differences. 
Bush's road to winning the debate 
was to keep the title of flip-flopper 
attached to Kerry. 

Tired of parking? 

Confused? 

WHO'S THE EASIEST 
PROF? 

Need a room? 

Selling your 
books? 

Check out KCCForum.com 

BAKER/ 
. BAKER APPRENTICE 

.Experience not required. 
Must be avail mornings 

& weekends. PIT 

Apply at: 
Honolulu Coffee Co. 

Ala Moana Center, 3rd fl 
or email: 

bakcry@honolulucoffee.com 

Grab your morning jolt of java along 
with some of Hawaii's finest pastry 
creations at the 2nd Cup Cafe. You 
can enjoy it at one of our outdoor 
dining tables or take it "to go." Located 
in the Ohelo "Culinary Arts" building. 
Open from 7:30am- 11:30 am. 

ENTER TO WIN A $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE TO 
THE KA IKENA FINE DINING RESTAURANT 

For those who think there is more than just 

John George 

KERRY vs BUSH 

This November 2nd, 
we got you covered. 

Starting with one must-read article each week leading 
up to our October 26 election special issue 

The Kapi'o Newspress 
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