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CAMPUS WIRED 

Part 2: Wireless user is 
a rare breed at KCC 
By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

Have a seat at KCC's biggest 
gathering point, the Ohia cafeteria, 
and take a head count of those tap
ping into the $17,000 network paid 
by Student Congress. Chances are 
the number is less than a handful. 

Since spring 2003 and as of 
Wednesday, Feb.9, 336 accounts 
were activated according to 
Dawn Nakamura of Customer 
Care Center in Naio. This number 
reflects the number of laptops 
taken into the center for configu
ration. But it does not distinguish 
between faculty members and stu
dents, or a single user with mul
tiple laptops, or between active 
and inactive accounts. Assuming 
this number reflects the number 
of unique users, it was only 4.5 
percent of 7,343 students attended 
KCC in fall 2004, based on a 

headcount sheet dated Aug. 28 of 
last year, obtained by The Kapi'o 

Newspress. 
In the buildings where wireless 

services are available, th~ chance 
of seeing anyone with an open 
laptop is rare, let alone one that is 
connected to the Internet. 

Kalia has total wireless service 
but more often students sat idling, 
waiting for their classes to begin, 
with not a wireless user in sight. 
Professor AI McDermid said only 
one student in his history class 
used a laptop to take notes. 

On the ground floor of Olona, spot
ting a wireless user before class time is 
rare. In Professor Joe Overton's 10:45 
a.m. Tuesdaytrhursday class, only 
one student used the laptop and that 
was for taking notes as well. 

Last week, several trips to the 
Ohia cafeteria during crowded 

INSIDE: Wireless, page 4 
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Glitches still exist for campus recycling 
program and HI 5 bill 
By Diane S.W. Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

Student Congress and the City 
and the County of Honolulu donated 
recycling bins to replace the ones 
that had disappeared on campus 
last month. The recycling program 
on campus is student operated and 
maintained, encouraging students 
to recycle their recyclable materials 
to help reduce the trash and divert 
reusable materials from the islands 
ever-growing landfills. The HI 5 
beverage container law that was 
passed charges consumers five cents 
per bottled beverage drink. The bill 
encourages people to recycle the 
bottles at redemption centers to get 
their nickel refund. However, when 
the bottle bill was passed, there were 
problems. Instead of reimbursing 
consumers a nickel per bottle, the 
recyclables were charged by weight 
instead of by count, to speed up the 
long lines. 

Holomua Math Instructor, La Vache 
Scanlan recycles at home with her 
husband and said she spent a half 
hour waiting in line at the redemp
tion center. According to Scanlan, it 
was probably much easier to take the 
recyclables to the recycling donation 
sites that were already set up. 

Some feel that separating their 
recyclables from trash would be a 
hassle and too time consuming, so 
they simply don't do it. Due to prob
lems such as not being able to crush 
the bottles, the inaccessibility of the 
recycling centers, and the long pro
cess of determining whether the item 
may be recycled for a refund, many 
find it too burdensome to deal with. 

"I don't recycle due to the fact that I 
don 't have the facilities to do it," said 
Joni Clark. "I have to have a proper 
set up or I believe it 's not worth my 
time for a nickel. They short you if 
you go by weight, you don't get what 
you truly deserve. I believe recycling 
is better for the environment, but I 
don't have the time and energy so I 
donate to others." 

The recycling project on campus 
was first initiated when political sci
ence professor Joshua Cooper peti
tioned the city for a recycling bin, 
which is now located in parking lot 

AP 

C. The recycling program became 
service learning projects for some in 
English, Math and Reading courses, 
where students maintained bottle 
and paper recycling bins. Accord
ing to Holomua Writing In~tructor, 
Krista Hiser, students should con
tinue to run the recycling program 
on campus. The bins are located in or 
around the buildings oflliahi, Kauila, 
Ilimia, Olapa, Lama, Ohia, Kopiko, 
Manono, Kalia and Olona. 

"There is a growing sense that 
we have to do something about 
waste management," said Hiser. "If 
maintenance picked it up, then we 
would still think of it as trash. But 
it 's not trash, it's material. Recycling 
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lryna Francis: how 
America made her 
rethink the question 
of identity. 
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AIDS killing more in S. Africa 
Annual deaths in S. Africa incereased 57 per
cent from 1997 to 2003. Most were due to AIDS 
related illnesses in the 15-49 age groups. 

Every dog has its day 
Nebraska's Supreme Court ruled Murphy the 
dog, should not be put to death for causing 
minor injuries to a neighbor's dog. 

Da Vinci's Code on trial 
Art experts and conservative clerics are hold
ing a mock trial to debuff claims made in the 
famous bestseller. 

The Waftle Truth 
Michael Moore has been honored with his 
own Ben & Jerry's ice cream flavor, based on 
his T.V. show "The Awful Truth." 

Full story@ www.nytimes.com Full story @ www.ap.com Full story @ www.ap.com Full story@ www.theonion.com 
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EDITORIAL 

Bloggers are overstepping boundaries 
Recent months have seen the 

forced resignations of two prominent 
media persons, Dan Rather, "CBS 
Evening News" anchor, and Eason 
Jordan, the chief news executive at 
CNN. These resignations, among 
others, came about from pressure on 
the Internet by bloggers. 

Bloggers have grown from the 
original concept of keeping online 
journals to becoming an alternate 
source for news and events, and 
therein lays a problem. 

That bloggers are providing 
alternate views is good, and nec
essary. However, some bloggers 
have taken on the roles of pseudo 
journalists, thinking that the news 
media is not reporting the truth, 
they take it upon themselves to 
correct them. 

A reporter does not report the truth, 
in the sense that there is only one. He 
reports the many truths, or more pre
cisely as many sides of a story as pos
sible, and not one version of the truth. 
A blogger feels no such compulsion 
and is under no obligation, to treat the 
topic fairly. 

In Jordan's case, a quote he 
said implying that journalists 
were being deliberately aimed at 
by U.S. troops in Iraq, was appar
ently misinterpreted and posted 
on the Internet by a blogger who 
found the quote troubling. The 
blogger never questioned or asked 
Jordan to clarify or elaborate on 
his comments - had he done so, 
he would have discovered that 
Jordan only meant to say that 
troops were deliberately aiming 
at journalists because of mistaken 
identity, not with deliberate inten
tions of trying to kill journalists. 
But the blogger simply posted his 
version of events for all to read, 
and read people did, so much in 
fact that Jordan was forced to step 
down in a matter of two weeks. 

Had the blogger had some 
formal journalistic training, he 
would have verified, and sought 
corroborating facts, before laying 
waste to the exemplary career of 
Jordan. As it was, no one at the 
meeting, which was off the record , 
had recorded the inflammatory 

remarks, including the blogger. 
This is not to imply that blog

gers fail to serve the public good. 
They exposed a White House 
reporter with dubious credentials 
and using a fake name , and that 
Dan Rather's source was unreli
able; and flat out lying over Pres

ident Bush's service records. 
But the problem is not when 

bloggers discover truths , it is 
when they do not. Dan Rather 
was lied to by his informant, yet 

he took responsibility, stepping 
down from a career spanning half 
a century because of a dubious 
source. The New York Times, and 
USA Today, both discovered jour
nalists in their midst making up 
stories, causing a national uproar. 
They too took responsibility. Part 
of being a journalist is taking 
responsibility; part of a news 
media's duties is accountability 
for its reporters. 

Bloggers are quick to attack 
and take responsibility for one 
of their own discovering a con
troversial fact. But what happens 

when that fact turns out to be not 
so factual? Who takes responsi
bility, who is held accountable? 
What executive will step down , 
when there are none to do so? It 
is unlikely a blogger would decide 
to retire their blog, or themselves. 
No legal ramifications can affect 
bloggers, they are not subject to 
liable laws, and have no code of 
ethics. They can destroy lives with 
the touch of a key. 

It is unlikely bloggers will adopt 
a code of ethics, or that courts will 
allow liable laws to apply to so
called online journals. Therefore, 
it is time for bloggers to accept 
responsibility and accountability 
for their actions. Their writings 
should be fair, corroborated, and 
should, above all allow readers to 
draw their own conclusions. If not 
for themselves, then for the lives 
which may be irreparably harmed 
by inaccurate reports. 

The Editorial is co-written by all 
editors of The Kapio ~ewspress. 

Bush's clean air proposal a 'slap in the face' to rest of the world 
By Leah Ariel Ricker 
KA LEO 0 HAW All (U. HAWAII) 

(U-WIRE) HONOLULU - It's 
not good when one country alone can 
afford to spend $120 billion to build 
fighter jets and smart bombs, while 
vowing to the world that democracy 
is on the rise and yet not be able to 
perform in its role as the current world 
hegemony to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Generally speaking, that's a bad 
thing. 

The United States has, as always, 
uncovered an "alternative" plan to 
do our part to keep the ozone hole 
from stretching to a full 11 million 
miles wide. Bush has proposed that 
40 companies cut their greenhouse 
gas output to an acceptable amount. 
These companies would finally be 
doing their part to cooperate with the 
Clean Air Act of 1970 to prevent acid 
rain. His "proposal" speaks volumes. 
There is no mandatory action to cut 
the emissions. 

In the Kyo to Protocol, formed in 
Kyoto, Japan, in 1997, the members 

of the U.N. Framework Conven
tion on Climate Change attempted to 
form a plan to lower greenhouse gas 
emissions by applying pressure to 
industrialized businesses to curb their 
emissions. The main plan was to help 
the businesses achieve this goal by 
allowing them a full decade from the 
date of the Protocol to the beginning 
of the "binding period," thus the busi
nesses would have ample time to find 
alternatives to their current styles. 

This plan is nearly identical to 
Bush's plan, except Bush only requests 
40 industrialized companies to reduce 
their emissions, not every business 
capable of the feat. These 40 indus
trialized companies will be receiving 
heavy tax breaks and revenues, which 
seems to be a conflict of interest. 

Perhaps Bush's plan would not seem 
like such a slap in the face to environ
mentalists if the United States did not 
produce more carbon dioxide emis
sions than Australia, Bmzil, Canada, 
Mexico, France, India, Indonesia, Ger
many, Italy and the U.K. combined. 
We also lead the world in per capita 
municipal waste and hazardous waste, 

as well as oil consumption and natural 
gas consumption. There are 141 other 
nations that have ratified the Protocol, 
however, all141 only produce 55 per
cent of the emissions. By 2012, the 
goal is to cut these emissions by 5.2 
percent. Such noble intentions, and as 
we all know, the U.S. is full of them, 
yet they refused to ratify the treaty due 
to "economic reasons." 

The U.S. is responsible for a 
quarter of the world's carbon diox
ide emissions. However, the future 
is not as bleak as it may seem. The 
Climate Stewardship Bill, originally 
introduced by Republican Senator 
John McCain and Democratic Sena
tor Joe Lieberman, would force com
panies to keep their carbon dioxide 
emissions at a lower level, as well 
as establish a general "ceiling" on 
the amount of national emissions. 
McCain and Lieberman are part of 
a bipartisan group that is intent on 
passing the bill , regardless of politi
cal affiliation. The U.K. is also get
ting i!l on the action, aiming for a. 60 
percent reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050. 

The Kyoto Protocol is not the ulti
mate cure-all, it's not even close. The 
only true usage of the treaty would 
be to show a somewhat united front 
in the face of this global problem. A 
difference of 5.2 percent is not going 
to solve our problems, and with the 
United States refusing to ratify, there is 
very little point to wasting the electric
ity and energy required to run the mul
tiple meetings to discuss the treaty. 

Change begins at the individual 
level, so while it is pathetically easy 
to blame the upper echelons in the 
government and businesses for our 
current environmental crisis, we need 
to also look at our own lifestyles. Par
take in Honolulu's mass transporta
tion system, or drive a moped instead 
taking your car to work or school. 
Walk to the store once in a while, 
and bring your own bags to the store. 
There are many suggestions for help
ing the environment floating around 
and they are all valid ideas, though not 
always convenient. One way to help 
is to support local businesses that are 
environmentally friendly, such as the 
Kokua Market behind campus. 
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SPEAK OUT 

Do you think the 
HI 5¢ bottle bill 

is working? 

Question and Photos: 
Diane S. W. Lee and 

Berkeley Fowler 

I think it's good, it's 
working, as long as it's 

being reinforced. 

-Wade Watanabe 

I don't know too 
much about it so I 

can't really say. 
-Dan Collette 

I think it's a damn shame 
that millions of dollars 

are going to the state 
instead of the people, 

because so many people . 
aren't redeeming their 
recyclable containers. 

It's a good incentive to 
recycle but people are 

just lazy bastards . .. and I 
recycle. 

- Malie Chong 

I would say it 's not 
working, considering 
the amount of money 

the state collected. 
We ' re two months into 

redemption, and it 
seems like the state is 

banking off of it. 
-Matt Diemer 

I don 't know too much 
about it though, other 

than janitors who have 
to look for the bottles 
through the trash. It's 

good for the homeless. 
-Daisy Trajano 



MY TWO 
CENTS 

by Clint Kaneoka 

There was a time when baseball 
was more than just a sport. It was a 
game that embodied society's deep
seated belief in sportsmanship and 
ethics, and produced respectable 
idols for the younger generation to 
look up to. A game that demanded 
intellectual aptitude as much as 
physical ability, where hard work 
and perseverance were often 
considered greater attributes than 
size and strength. 

In fact, baseball was once regarded 
as America's national pastime 
because it integrated these values 
into a sport that is appreciated for 
being as strategic as it is athletic. 
Unfortunately, amid speculation of 
widespread steroid use throughout 
the league, recent years have seen 
such prestige slip to the wayside, 
and today, baseball's once-pristine 
image is now as tarnished as a 
corroded nickel. 

However, while baseball may not 
be as respectable as it once was, this 
does not mean that it is no longer our 
national pastime. It is a reflection 
of the values and norms that have 
become a fundamental part of our 
society. And unfortunately, like 
baseball, they too are quickly going 
down the toilet. 

Perhaps it could be argued that 
American values have nothing 
to do with the predicament that 
baseball is now in, and that such 
comparisons are an injustice to the 
majority of citizens who hold honor 
and fairness close to their hearts. 
After all, most consider the use of 
performance-enhancing drugs to 
be both disgusting and deceitful, 
and would never condone their use 
under any circumstance- especially 
for that of a game. 

But for the players, baseball 
is much more than a game. It is 
their profession, their passion, and 
probably most of all, their legacy. 
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Today 's players long for the renown 
of Hank Aaron or Mickey Mantle, 
who are still looked up to today as 
being prototypical idols, and they 
will go to great lengths to achieve 
this. 

While it may be distasteful, this 
is nevertheless not so different 
from what happens at many 
other institutions in America. 
Corporations cheat, or at least 
Enron did. Presidents lie, just 
look at Bill Clinton. Journalists 
plagiarize, look at Jayson Blair. 
And how many of us can truly 
say that there isn ' t any sort of · 
reprehensible behavior going on at 
their workplace? 

The fact of the matter is that 
there are some in our nation who 
are willing to do whatever it takes 
to get what they want, even if it 
means lying, cheating, and stealing. 
And this is just what has happened 
to baseball. A few players have 
been corrupted on their way to 
glory, and they have consequently 
damaged the credibility of all .in 
the game. 

This is not to say that all, or even 
most, of the players in baseball 
partake in these shameful acts. Like 
most professions, the vast majority 
of players have probably never even 
tried steroids, much less used them 
for years. 

It is a small group of players who 
have been repeatedly named in the 
steroid scandal, and these players 
all display the telltale signs of 
steroid abuse. It is unfair to discount 
the accomplishments of all the 
players when only a sparse few are 
responsible, just as it is unreasonable 
to reduce the credibility of the New 
York Times because of one phony 
journalist. 

But it is a disturbing trend when 
frauds and imposters seem to 
taint just about every worthwhile 
American industry. Clearly baseball 
is not the only occupation that has 
had members concede their pride 
and dignity for personal gain. And 
as long as there are Americans who 
are willing to do so, you can be 
sure there will be athletes who use 

,, 
Clearly 
baseball is 
not the only 
occupation 
that has had 
members 
concede their 
pride and 
dignity for 
personal gain. 

steroids. Not just in baseball, but 
in all sports, from the Olympics to 
high school football. 

Furthermore, it would also be 
safe to assume that cheating, in one 
form or another, takes place in all 
professions, not just sports. It is a 
moral .issue, and yes, most of society 
does not approve. But a disturbingly 
growing number are becoming more 
and more willing to give in to this 
greed and deception. 

Until the moral values of 
evenhandedness and honor are 
restored to this country as a whole, 
we can expect the number of 
cheaters in all walks of life to grow. 
Baseball is still America's national 
pastime, and our uneasiness of 
its steroid situation is a reflection 
of society fighting to uphold this 
country's lagging morals. The use 
of steroids in baseball is merely the 
tip of the iceberg, but it represents 
a much graver situation in America: 
the desire to cheat to get ahead. 

· Improve your leadership skills and earn an 
, . additional income while you train close to home 

··. and family. With olier 120 careers to choose from , 
the Army Reserve is your chance to make a 
difference in your life and in the future of your 
country. Find out more at GOARMYRESERVE.COM or 
calll-800-USA-ARMY. 

Where: Kapiolani Recruiting Station 

Find out if 
qualify for 

bonuses of up 
.. $10,000. 
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Who= Army Reserve R~cru,iterat (~08) 5.8.9:~17~ · 
~- - .. _ .., . / .. :· ·. . . ··-- . ': -..-. ... 



Page4 

CAMPUS AND 
COMMUNITY BRIEFS 

A donation of $50,000 has been 
given by the David H. Murdock 
Institute for Business and Cul
ture to U.H. Manoa for flood 
relief efforts at Hamilton Library. 
According to a spokesperson at 
U.H., the donation will help refur
bish areas of the library, replacing 
or fixing equipment, computers, 
and scholarly resources damaged 
in the Oct. 30 flash flood. 

Donations for Hamilton 
Library's flood disaster relief are 
being accepted through a library 
enrichment fund. Two online Web 
pages have been set up to accept 
monetary donations, one for the 
library and another for the gen
eral campus. To make a library 
donation online go to www.uhf. 
hawaii.edu/libratyrelief, and for a 
campus donation go to www.uhf. 
hawaii.edu/floodrelief. To mail a 
donation, make checks payable 
to either the UHF Library Enrich
ment Fund or UHF UHM Flood 
Damage Fund, and mail them to 
UH Foundation, P.O. Box 11270, 
Honolulu, m 96828-0270. 

Nominations are now open for 
the following two KCC student 

merit ~ds for the 2004-2005 
academic year. The two separate 
application forms are available at 
the. Office of Student Activities in 

Ohia 104. The application deadline 
for these two KCC college awards 

1 
is 4:30 p.m. on March 7, 2005. 

Dean Charles K. NakamuraAward: 
Annually, a student is selected who 
has made major significant contribu
tions in student activities, a student 
club, and/or non-paid, voluntary 
campus community service at KCC 
in honor of former dean of students, 
Charles K. Nakamura. A $500 cash 
award from the Board of Student 
Activities (BOSA) and the U.H. 
Foundation Memorial Account for 
former Dean Charles K. Nakamura 
will be given to the winner. In addi
tion, the winner receives a plaque 
and the recipient's name engraved 
on }a perpetual trophy mounted on 
the wall in Ohia 101. The first award 
was made in 1975. A five-member 

, selection committee appointed by 
the KCC Chancellor consists of 
three students, one faculty member, 
and the Coordinator/ Advisor of Stu
dent Activities at KCC who chairs 
this selection committee. 

KCC Chancellor Award: The 
KCC Chancellor Award annually 

\ recognizes an exemplary student 
who has exhibited meritorious 

\ service, which has brought much 
pride and public recognition to 
Kapiolani Community College. 
A $500 cash award, an individual 
plaque, public recognition at com
mencement, and the recipient's 
name is engraved on a perpetual 
trophy are accorded to the winner. 
The same five-member selection 
committee appointed by the KCC 
Chancellor for the Charles K. 
Nakamura Award also selects the 
KCC Chancellor Award winner. 
The award was begun in 1968. 

Club explores local initiatives 
By Thomas Duarte 
CON1RIBUTING WRITER 

Located in Manele 110 and 111 
Malarna Hawaii is a program which 
promotes Hawaiian initiatives. It 

deals with students who want to learn 
the Hawaiian Language, culture, 
and history by giving them support 
services such as academic advising, 
counseling, tutoring, peer mentoring 
and computer lab ·access. They also 
conduct various activities tlu'ougbout 
the year that showcase the works of 
students and instructors. 

Malama Hawaii started as a learn
ing community in 1997 and provides a 
support service for the students within 
the community. Malarna has expanded 
in service space for tutoring, advising, 
and mentoring, but does not offer the 
learning community though they are 

planning to add a learning community 
by next fall or spring. 

Kawika Napoleon is an advisor 
for Malarna Hawaii. He coordinates 
activities for the program and is also a 
Hawaiian language instructor. Coun
selor Mike Ane is another Malama 
Hawaii advisor and also a counselor 
for the students. Furthermore, he is 
the advisor for The Native Hawaiian 
project, a federally funded program 
that gives assistance to native Hawai
ian students. Together they provide 
the base for Malarna Hawaii along 
with Hawaiian Language and Hawai
ian Studies teachers. 

Activities coordinated by Malarna 
Hawaii include volleyball tourna-

Recycle 
Continued from page 1 

bottle. It is harder to see it as trash, 
so it gives us more of a responsibil
ity for the bottle." 

This semester, Scanlan's Math 
24 classes manage the recycling 
program. The recycling program is 
integrated into the curriculum, so 
students apply recycling to what 
they learn in their math classes. Stu
dents must contribute and partici
pate in the service learning project 
in groups, by monitoring and col
lecting from the bins once a week. 
They keep track of the amount of 
recyclables collected on campus, 
decide where to take the recyclables 
and what the money would be used 
for. 

"I think it's a great idea to encour
age my students to recycle," said 
-$canlan. "People are unaware of 
what can actually be recycled. To 
me, it would better if you could.take 
it to the store to have it redeemed, 
but I don't think they have enough 
space for it." 

KCC student, Kristi Mercado does 
not recycle on campus, but recycles 
newspapers and aluminum cans at 
home. Mercado was disappointed 
when she heard about the m 5 bill. 

"If the government said custom
ers are going to get five cents per 
bottle, then they should count it 
and reimburse them for it," said 
Mercado. "But by weighing it, it's 

ments, Canoe Regattas, and Inter
national Festival activities. The 
volleyball tournament involves 
Hawaiian initiative programs like 
Malama Hawaii from other commu
nity college campuses, and is held 
during the spring semester. Another 
sporting event being planned is the 
Canoe Regatta, to be held at Keehi 
lagoon near the HCC Marine Tech
nology program. Other community 
colleges will also be participating in 
the event. There are plans to evolve 
this event into a full-fledged inter
collegiate sport among community 
colleges on Oahu. During the Inter
national Festival, Malama Hawaii 
provides the festival's opening cer
emony chant. The students and staff 
members of Malama are involved 
with the preparation and performance 
of the chant. At the last international 
festival there were 100 students who 
participated in the event. Malarna 
Hawaii also holds a Surfest where 
the students showcase ancient ritual 
sports such as surfing, Hawaiian sled
ding and Hawaiian crafts. 

In addition to the participation in the 
above events, students of the Malama 
Hawaii program also have access to 
a computer lab with six computers, 
peer mentoring, tutoring, and advis

ing. Students involved with Malama 
Hawaii can get tutoring, help with 
applying for financial aid, scholar
ships and transfer advising. Students 
registered in Malama Hawaii classes 
are notified by their instructors of the 
facilities that are available to them. 

not an accurate count because each 
bottle weighs differently from the 
other, so the customers are getting 
ripped off. It's not fair! Students 
are paying the extra five cents with 
the HI 5 bill. The customers are the 
ones who should be reimbursed, but 
if we recycle on campus, then KCC 
would be getting the five cents for 
our bottles and ultimately students 
would be losing out. It's not fair!" 

Many stores were suppose to have 
the redemption vending machines 
on their property, but for fear of 
problems, they were scarce. Mer
cado suggested that there should be 
redemption machines on campus to 
make refunds easier. There are no 
plans to place redemption machines 
on campus at this time. However, 
the City and County provided two 
big recycling bins, and Student Con
gress donated money to purchase 
new bins to replace the ones that bad 
disappeared on campus. Although 
there are no details about the dis
appearance of the (missing bins, the 
new bins will take their place. Recy
cling bins on campus are accessible 
in or around more than 10 locations 

on campus. 1 

"I think the students have done 
a good job with recycling," said 
Hiser. "It may not look like a perfect 
recycling system but what we're 
not seeing is how much learning is 
going on in that process. Students 
learn about human behavior and 
learn to recycle. Students who get 

"involved become good recyclers." 

PHOTO AND CAPTION RUTH FREMSON/NEWYORKTIMES 

Palestinians in the West Bank village of Karawat Beni Zeit watched in Janu
ary as Israeli Army soldiers demolished a house where two Hamas mili
tants who were killed in a gun battle had been hiding. 

Wireless: 
Continued from page 1 

hours confirmed the presence only 
a total of two wireless users. At 
another populous location, the 
Lama Library, both upstairs and 
downstairs accumulated only four 
simultaneous users at one time 
- the highest number anywhere 
on the campus. 

Student Congress (SC) was 
aware of the "average student" 
problem, meaning most students 
could not afford or saw little needs 
for such a device, be it a laptop or 
a personal data assistant that has 
wireless connectivity. Vice-presi
dent Dominick Kick, not speak
ing on behalf of SC, said the setup 
would prepare KCC for the future. ' 
Personally, he believed the usage 
number would increase as word 
get around. 

Recalling a series of events the 
last SC session took, Kick said the 

ILLUSTRAnON KARIWRIGHT 

committee members conducted an 
internal poll to see whether the 
demands from the student body 
were there. 

Last year, then-president Dawn 
Sakaue told the Kapi' o the results 
were positive, and "(wireless 
internet is) something the student 
body has definitely shown they 
wanted." 

a 



Meeting your basic needs 
And the salary it takes to be self-sufficient 

Nintendo sees college audience 
as a profitable market 

By Ruby Johnson 
STAFF WRITER 

According to the April 2003 Self 
Sufficiency Standard for Hawaii 
Executive Report, a family of three 
in Hawaii earning above $17,550 
is deemed "not poor." By contrast, 
The Standard Report reveals that 
a single-parent family with one 
preschooler and one school age 
child, living in the City of Lahaina 
in Maui, requires $51 ,002 to meet 
their basic needs. This figure is 
almost three times as much as the 
federal poverty measure. 

One of the key points in this 
report, housing and child care 
costs account for the largest per
centage of budget costs for Hawaii 
families, often more than half of 
all costs. For some families with 
two or more children, and/or very 
young children, child care costs 
often exceed the cost of housing. 

Based on the report, a single 
adult household in the Honolulu 
County show cost ranges between 
$17,912 - $22,615 for an adult; 
$27,454 - $34,605 for an adult 
with an infant; $37,515 - $44,321 
for an adult with a preschooler; and 
$47,877-$58,529 for an adult with 
an infant, preschooler and school 
age child. For a household with 2-
adults, an infant, preschooler and 
school age children, the cost range 
is $54,992- $62,161, just a differ
ence of $3,632. 

The report went on to say that 
self-sufficiency is a community
based problem, consisting of the 
burden of families making ends 
meet, along with businesses paying 
fair wages, providing healthcare 
and other benefits. Additionally, 
the government must provide 
access to education and training 
opportunities for low-wage work
ers. The report also stated that pro
viding access to services such as 
childcare assistance, food stamps, 
and Medicaid is essential to the 
process as well. Finally they men
tion that the individuals have to be 
responsible for hard work and have 
to take advantage of the opportuni
ties that are available to help them 
move to independence. 

Accounting for the cost of living 
and working, varying family sizes 

with the family's composition 
within a geographic location, the 
Self-Sufficiency Standard calcu
lates how much money single or 
married working adults need to 
independently meet their basic 
needs without subsidization of any 
kind, including from family and 
friends. It approximates the income 
level essential for a given family 
type to be independent of public 
subsidies such as food stamps, free 
babysitting by relatives or friends, 
food provided by churches, insti
tutes and other charities, Medic
aid, public housing, welfare and/or 
other public and private subsidies. 

The Standard factors in payments 
for taxes and cost of employment 
together with transportation and 
any childcare, including all ages 
of children who differ in food, 
healthcare needs and basic child 
care costs like clothing, shoes, 
other household items. This is 
very different from the federal 
poverty standard which does not 
include these. So what is the aim 
of this Standard Report? To get 
better programs for education and 
maintenance of higher paying jobs, 
helping individuals make better 

choices among the occupations 
for work experience, but not more 
public assistance. 

A report in 2000 showed poli
cymakers, employers and service 
providers at the nation's capi
tal what it costs to help welfare 
recipients and other low income 
workers find employment, quality 
childcare and get on career paths 
to economic independence with
out staying in low opportunity jobs 
with transportation issues and the 
inability to pay the costs of child
care, including subsidization in 

. those categories. 
For more information online, 

see http:/ /www.sixstrategies.org/ 
about/about.cfni. To see where you 
stand, visit http://www.womensas
soc.org/worksheet/worksheet.htm, 
which offers an online worksheet 
that allows you to plug in your 
family size inclusive of costs for 
housing, food, transportation and 
other expenses. It calculates an 
hourly self-sufficiency wage, as 
well as showing both monthly and 
annual wages. 

By Patrick Skelly 
DAILY TROJAN (USC) 

LOS ANGELES - As kids of the 
'80s, our generation had the privilege 
of growing up with fat plumbers and 
taciturn elves. It was a simple time, 
when a cartridge could be put into a 
system and ducks could be shot in the 
privacy of your own home. 

Yes, it was a great time to be a child. 
Video games such as Super Mario 
Bros., The Legend of Zelda and Duck 
Hunt were debuting on home con
soles. And through it all, there was 
one company that made it their phi
losophy to make new and innovative 
ways to please those youth. 

Fast-forward 20 years. The com
pany is still around, but unlike Sony 
and Microsoft, their philosophy to 
make games that entertain everyone 
has now branded them as the family
friendly company of the three current 
home consoles. 

Sadly, although their early follow
ers have grown up, it seems that the 
beloved company of our youth has 
failed to grow up with us. Or at least 
that's the way it seems. 

At a recent college press event held 
near Nintendo of America's head

quarters in Redmond, Wash., several 
of NOA's representatives discussed 
both the company's plans for the rest 
of 2005 and their continued philoso
phies for the future. 

One of the most heated conversa
tions dealt with Nintendo's afore
mentioned current choice of gaming 
demographic. 

Despite all of the current accusa
tions, the video game industry revolu
tionary is not as purely family-friendly 
and kid-oriented as people may think. 

On the other hand, Nintendo real
izes college students "are a very 
important audience," said Perrin 
Kaplan, vice president of marketing 
and corporate affairs for Nintendo. 
For those who played on the origi
nal Nintendo Entertainment System, 
"kids who were 6 are now 26," she 
said. 

But in an effort to continuously 
appeal to all video game players, 
and not just those who grew up with 
them, they have had to sacrifice a part 
their image to instead focus on three 
things: innovation, hardware sold by 
the games and audience. 
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The first is probably the most 
important of the three, as it has 
become a standard for the company 
to make new and innovative games 
and systems. 

But as Kaplan pointed out, from a 
marketing standpoint "innovation's 
hard to communicate," which is why 
games such as the surprisingly enter
taining Donkey Konga, which uses 
an electronic bongo to play songs, 
have failed to fly off shelves. 

Hardware being sold by the games, 
the second focal point, is rather 
straightforward. If a system has lousy 
games, no one will want to buy it. 
Nintendo's franchises such as Mario 
and the Legend of Zelda are reasons 
why it is still a powerhouse. 

But the final and probably most 
troublesome for the company is the 
last of the three: audience. Although 
as Kaplan insists, Nintendo's games 
are less about age and more about 
attitude and lifestyle, the company's 
products still manage to have an 
appeal centered mostly toward chil
dren. 

But this year's plans are a little dif
ferent from previous ones. With the 
recent release of the Nintendo OS, 
which is geared for an older gen
eration that can understand its more 
complex features, and some more 
mature games being released this 
year, Nintendo hopes to appeal to its 
original fans who grew up with the 
now two-decade-old NES. 

Nintendo expects 2005, which may 
be the final year for the Gamecube, 
to be its best. For those who might 
complain of the lack of more adult
oriented games, this year could not 
have come any sooner. Tom Harlin, 
Nintendo's manager of public rela
tions, said, "Resident Evil to start 
and Legend of Zelda to finish." The 
former game has already proven its 
value with its release to high critical 
acclaim and sales last month. 

Despite a maturation of both the 
GCN and its games, Nintendo's main 
goal is still innovation. The company 
constantly encourages its artists to 
explore new topics, genres and direc
tions. 

Whether it's through new game 
play, a compelling story or humor
ous dialogue, Nintendo plans to 
keep innovating the industry. But to 
achieve this, they have to properly 
balance business and innovation, 
Bihldorff said. 

Harlin later went on to say how 
Nintendo will keep expanding its 
variety of games in an effort to 
spread out their demographic. 

He also mentioned how people 
have a limited time for entertain
ment, not only for games but for 
movies and even friends, and that 
its Nintendo's goal to offer the best 
experience possible, whether it's 
emotional or something else. 

Also, at $50 per game, video games 
are a rather sizeable investment. So to 
justify spending hard-earned money, 
Nintendo tries to make the best qual
ity games resulting in the best satis
faction, Harlin said. 
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RECENT SNAPSHOTS 
OF EVENTS AROUND THE GLOBE 

INTERWORKSMADISON.COM 

The United Nations has suffered a 
blow from accusations of sex crimes 
committed by U.N. personnel in the 
Congo. The allegations included rape, 
the operations of an online pedophile 
ring, and sexual harassment of young 
male translators. Former U.S. ambassa
dor to the Congo claimed that the accu
sations were brought to his attention 
only recently and assured that the U.N. 
is "determined to wipe it out." There are 
currently 11,000 U.N. personnel in the 
Congo, none of whom were required 
to go through any background checks. 
In addition, U.N. troops are immune to 
prosecution in the Congo. 

Fifty-nine people are estimated to be 
killed in a fire that started in a mosque 
in Tehran, the capital of Iran. The fire 
is believed to be caused by a kerosene 
heater in the women's section of the 

mosque. Panic stricken worshippers 
rushed out the main exit resulting in 
a stampede. About 210 people were 
injured in the the Ark mosque, one of 
the oldest mosques in the capital. An 
investigation has been carried out to 
determine the casue of the fire. 

A 5.4-magnitude earthquake shook 
the southern Ibaraki prefecture in 
Japan last Wednesday. Though there 
were no reported injuries or deaths, 
the quake was felt in the city of Tokyo 
as monitor cameras recorded mer
chandise that were knocked off store 
shelves. The Meteorological Agency in 
Japan assured locals that there was no 
threat of tsunamis tha\.could possibly 
result from the seismic ac'tivity. 

In the northeastern city of Fuxin, 
China, rescue workers continue to 
experience difficulties in reaching a 
dozen miners trapped in an explosion 
at an underground coal mine. Harsh 
winter conditions continue to be an 
obstacle in rescue efforts. Chinese 
president Hu Jintao and Prime Minister 
Wen Jiabao have released statements to 
ensure that "all possible measures" be 
taken to rescue the trapped miners. This 
is one of the deadliest minning accident 
in modern China. 

Floods and landslides have caused 
substantial damages in Tovar, Ven
ezuela. At least 86 people were 
killed and thousands of homes were 
destroyed. Emergency workers are 
carrying out rescue efforts, and have 
sent helicopters to evacuate locals 
from isolated areas. Food and water 
supplies have also been dropped off 
in affected areas. Interior Minister 
Jesse Chacon predicts that casualty 
numbers are expected to rise espe
cially if weather conditions do not 
improve. 
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ENTERTAiNMENT 
Local marine biologist asking for U.H. students' help 

By DesiJ;ee Johnston 
STAFF WRITER 

Local marine biologist and pres
ident of The Wild Dolphin Foun
dation, Tori Cullins is asking for 
assistance from U.H. students to 
participate in Cetacean research. 
Cullins is currently working with 
the University of Hawaii to get 
more people involved with whale 
and dolphin research in Hawaii. 

"What we want to do is get stu
dents or biologists on every tour 
boat to inform tourists and record 
dolphin activities and locations," 
Cullins said. "It's a win-win situ
ation; tour companies will have 
trained 'experts' on board, students 
experience field research methods 
while on the water, the Wild Dol
phin Foundation gains information 
on population parameters in addi
tional areas to the ones currently 
under study, and Hawaii will have 
data for conservation measures 
regarding documented animals." 

The U.H. biology program offers 
a practicum for their students to 
participate in field research, how
ever this opportunity is not limityd 
to biology majors, and is open to 
anyone who has an affinity for the 
ocean and an interest in research. 

"We want is to bring science 
out of the classroom and into the 
field," Cullins said. "When you 

ing spinner and spotted dolphins, 
reef fish and turtles, and in the 
winter months humpback whales. 
Behavioral patterns and social 
interactions are also recorded in 
logs and on videotape, while indi
viduals are identified with still 
photos. Interactions with people 
and vessels are also being studied. 

Volunteers who are interested 
in hands-on activities can look 
forward to collecting data on the 
boat while helping assist ongoing 
research· projects. A volunteer will 
be required to take photographs 
of dorsal fins for identification, 
log environmental data such as 
cloud cover, swell heights and 
wind speed, and record sight
ing information including GPS 

have an experience out itrthe- wild--tocations, number and speCies of 
it makes you want to learn more 
and gives you a greater apprecia
tion of the environment." 

Cullins is also the owner of Wild 
Side Specialty Tours, an organiza
tion that guides tourists on educa
tional sails where they can observe 
whales, wild dolphins and other 
marine life native to the islands. 
On daily trips, data such as photo 
ID's and spreadsheets are opportu
nistically collected while observ-

animals, behavior, and respiration 
rates. Volunteers are also needed 
in data processing and analyzing 
past data on behavior of Cetaceans 
to try and determine patterns. 

"The research is an ongoing 
project," Cullins said. "We are 
finding all the time that things we 
thought were true were not always 
so. We used to think that Kaena 
Point at the northwest tip of Oahu 
was a staging ground the hump-

back whales used in their seasonal 
migration since it points straight 
to Kauai . We were almost sure 
they gathered there before they 
crossed the channel. It wasn't until 
we spent time observing them that 
we realized it was actually a criti
cal habitat for a large population 
of subgroups of calves who used 
the area for reasons other than 
transit." 

The Wild Dolphin Association 
is currently the only organization 
actively studying wpd dolphins 
on Oahu. They are also look
ing to expand their opportunistic 
research from leeward Oahu and 
Waianae to all areas of the island 
with help from volunteers and 
other tourist organizations. 

"It's a great opportunity for 
someone who wants to go into that 
field, " said Julia Uyeda student of 
KCC. "It's not often you get the 
chance to have fun and help out 
with research." 

For more information about vol
unteering for The Wild Dolphin 
Foundation please visit: http:/ I 
www.sailhawaii.com/internships, 
or e-mail at sildside@sailhawaii. 
com. To reach by phone call (808) 
306-7273 or 668-4075 to fax. 
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New legislation cracks down on 
drug use, underage drinking 

By Clint Kaneoka 
EDITOR 

A series of new measures are being 
proposed by Governor Linda Lingle's 
administration to help treat and deter 
Hawaii 's growing problem with ille
gal drug use and underage drinking. 

The proposal will introduce 12 
major initiatives and a long-term plan, 
along with a $46.3 million poHcy 
geared toward substance abuse treat
ment and prevention programs. The 
administration's actions will focus on 
preventing illicit drug and alcohol use 
before it begins, treatment for addicts, 
and the implementation of additional 
personnel and resources to stop manu
facture and distribution. 

The 12legislative proposals: 
• Electronic Surveillance: Would 
modernize Hawaii's "grossly outdated 
electronic surveillance laws," provid
ing law enforcement with the same 
tools used by the federal government 
(pre-Patriot act) and most other states 
to fight dealers using modem technol
ogy, such as the Internet. 

Mandatory Sentencing: Known as 
the "Serious Consequences for Seri
ous Crimes Act," this initiative would 
provide a mandatory sentencing of 
30 years to life for habitually violent 
criminals. It would also call for the 
incarceration of those convicted for 
class "A" drug offenses and repeat 
offenses. 
• Shut Down IDegal Drug Houses 
- Nuisance Abatement: This initia
tive looks to improve law enforcement 
personnel's ability to use temporary 
restraining orders against suspected 
drug dealers, banning them from enter
ing the premises of a suspected drug 
house. It would also allow the suspen
sion of business, professional or liquor 
licenses in certain circumstances, and 
establish a rapid response unit that 
focuses on responding to community 
complaints regarding suspected drug 
activity. 
• Incarcerating Drug Dealers: 
Reserves rehabilitation programs for 
first time and personal use offenders, 
and allows the jailing of "hardened 
criminals," who have previously 
avoided jail time by admitting them
selves in such recovery programs. 
• Jail Time for Buying Liquor for 
Minors: Requires a mandatory jail 

sentence for adults who purchase 
liquor for a minor. 

Revoke Driver's Licenses of Under
age Drinkers: Would require amanda
tory 90-day driver 's license suspension 
for anyone under the age of 21 caught 

with alcohol. Those without licenses 
would have their ability to get one 
postponed for at least 90 days. 

Community Input on Drug Rehab 
Facilities: Repeals a law allow
ing rehab facilities to be placed in a 
neighborhood without public input or 
county approval. 
• Abolish Archaic Advisory Com
mission: Does away with the state's 
Advisory Commission on Drug Abuse 
and Controlled Substances in Heu 
of other organizations and advisory 
groups. 
• Abolish Duplicative Interagency 
Council: Abolishes the Interagency 
Offender Substance Abuse Treatment 
Coordinating Council, because "much 
of its original task has been accom
plished," and other organizations now 
exist that can handle the remaining 
coordination effort. 

Improved Drug Control: Limits 
the number of pseudoephedrine and 
ephedrine products that can be sold 
over-the -counter to three. These prod
ucts are necessary in the production 
of methamphetamine. Further control 
over the distribution of prescription 
drugs, such as Valium and morphine, 
through better tracking devices and 
nationwide electronic monitoring. 

Prohibit Drug Paraphernalia Sales: 
Would give law enforcement per
sonnel greater ability to take action 
on mdividuals selling or distributing 
materials for the manufacture or use 
ofiJlegal narcotics, conforming to fed
eral guidelines. 
• Improve Offender Theatment: 
Streamlines the "Criminal Offender 
Treatment Act," to deal with the treat
ment services for those incarcerated as 
well as those on parole or conditional 
release. Previously, the act dealt only 
with those not incarcerated. 
$46.3 Million Budgeted for Preven
tion, Treatment, and Law Enforcement: 
Budget dedicated to the sustentation 
of funding drug enforcement and 
treatment. Of the proposed budget, 
73 percent is dedicated to treatment, 
while 27 percent is geared toward law 
enforcement and prevention. 
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