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Tuition raise a co·ncern 
in student petition 
Chancellor John Morton lays out some details of 
how the student tuition increase would help the 
campus. 

By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

KCC Student Congress will host a presenta
tion explaining the possible increase of tuition 
on April 20, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Ohia Cafeteria. Since April 13, congress has 
been collecting signatures and comments to 
petition against the tuition increase. The gen
eral feeling of those students whom we spoke 
to displayed concerns for the increase. Most 
of these comments had to do with the cost. 

"I can't afford the increase," KCC student 
Michelle Clement wrote on the petition. "(I 
am a) single mother (who's) on Pell Grant, 
and already struggling with money now! 
Please do not increase." 

1\vo of the ~tudents we spoke to had differ
ent views. Student Congress Vice President 
Dominic Kick said he supported the raise but 
chose not to elaborate. 

Mark- Magno said, "In· a- sense- I think it's 
pretty · bad because of Hawaii's high cost of 
living. One plus has been that the cost of 
tuition has been low. A lot of students are 
already struggling to pay for tuition, and they 
already have multiple jobs. :It is going to be 
hard to pay. Still, it is like a double edged 
blade because the money needs to come from 
somewhere." 

Chancellor John Morton said there are two 
sources of money to cover the cost of run
ning an education institution like KCC: the 
state legislature and the student tuition money 
pool. And according to April 20's presentation 
packet, state legislature's funding "has not 
kept up with U.H. enrollments," which leaves 
the students to cover the remaining cost. 

Morton said the increase would benefit 
the 21-year-old campus that is "showing its 
age." He listed out some of the plans for the 
money: 
• Basic needs: Making sure equipment in the 
culinary and health departments are working 
and up-to-date. 
• Student services: More counselors and 
additional services, especially for "Hawaiian 
students." 
• Distance education: Allowing students 
from neighbor island campuses to take courses 
that are available exclusively at KCC, such 
as American Sign Language. Details include 

Get ripped! 
A federal judge has struck down the F.D.A. 
ban on the popular weight loss supplement 
ephedra. 

Full story @ www.reuters.com 

' ' In a sense I think it's a 
pretty bad because of 
Hawaii's high cost of 
living. One plus has been 
that the cost of tuition has 
been low. 

A lot of students are 
already struggling to 
pay for tuition, and they 
already have multiple jobs. 
It is going to be hard to 
pay. 

Still, it is like a double 
edged blade because the 
money needs to come 
from somewhere. 

-Mark Magno 

teleconference-like equipment. 
• Teacher pay-raise: the University of Hawaii 
is "responsible for 1 percent increase in 2006, 
3 percent in 2007, and 3 percent in 2008." 
• Campus security: More lighting systems 
with more security guards on patrol. 

Mike Hewitt said the campus administration 
should lay out in details of what they intend to 
do with the money, especially when "priori
ties change." 

Art imitates life 
Artwork of mock 37 cent stamps are part of a 
n"Axis of Evil" exhibit at Columbia College in 
Chicago. The Secret Service is investigating. 

Full story @ www.ap.com 

Technology fee to address out
of-date computers, among 
other things 
By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

If approved, a proposal of an additional 
$10 per credit hour in student fees would 
take effect as early as spring 2006, accord
ing to Chancellor John Morton, aptly named 
the "Tech Fee." But the total increase would 
not exceed $150 per semester. 

Morton said an increase is necessary 
because the equipment on KCC requires 
replacement. According to him, the campus 
has 600 computers in several labs includ
ing one in the library. Every three years, the 
average cost to replace equipment is $2,000 
per computer. He also said that specialized 
computers like those in the New Media 
Arts (NMA) department, would be updated 
more frequently. Also under the new policy, 
NMA students would only pay the tech fee 

and not pay the current $125 per class lab 
fee. 

Morton said the technology fee would 
also address the students' request for "more 
access, more hours and more staffing in 
computer labs." 

The new fee would bring in $80,000 per 
semester, said Student Congress President 
Shawn Boyd, who supported the proposal. 

While many students can provide thier 
own technological means, Morton said the 
fee would "spread equal" the burden to 
every student. Boyd said having up-to-date 
computers on the campus is important for 
future students on campus. 

"It's also convenient for me to go into 
the lab on campus and type out my report 
than having to go home, which is six miles 
away, (and then) come back with the print 
out," Boyd said. 

Upcoming elections for the 2005-2006 
KCC Student Congress 

By Clint Kaneoka 
EDITOR 

Elections for KCC's 2005-2006 Stu
dent Congress are scheduled for April 25 
through April 27, and students are encour
aged to vote for the candidates they believe 
will best represent the needs of the student 
population. 

"We are looking for people that really 
care about the school, who want to help 
others, and be the voice of the students," 
said Maile Chong, Student Congress secre
tary. "Ideal candidates are people that can 
represent the students equally and fairly, 
and bridge the gap between the students 
and the administration." 

Ten candidates will be selected for the 
Student Congress, and students can cast 
their vote by going to one of several ballot 
boxes throughout the campus during the 
election days. 

It is the responsibility of the Student Con
gress to lobby the needs of the student pop
ulation at KCC to the administration, and 
make sure that they are adequately taken 
care of. In the past year, Student Congress 
has instituted a number of changes for the 

2nd-Class Citizens 
The Oregon Supreme Court nullified nearly 
3,000 marriage licenses issued to gay couples 
in Multnomah County. 

Full story @ www.ap.com 

campus, including the purchase of an emer
gency telephone for the parking lot and an 
Internet newsletter that lets students know 
what's happening both on and off campus. 
They also represent the student body at 
administrative meetings discussing mat
ters that are critical to students, such as the 
possibility of a tuition hike in forthcoming 
years. 

"It really is a great experience," Chong 
said. "You can totally lobby issues to the 
administration that are important to the stu
dents, and let them know what the students 
want. It's a prestigious position, and you 
can really help out your fellow students." 

Nominations for the various Student 
Congress positions are being taken ·up 
until April 20, after which the campaign
ing period will begin. When this issue is 
released, students will have only one day 
left to nominate potential members. How
ever, last minute nominations can still be 
made by filling out a form at one of the 
ASKCC Awareness Boxes on campus, or 
by asking any Student Congress member 
for a nomination form. 

Results for the election will be released 
by May 3 or earlier. 

Hey jackass! 
A University of Maine study has shown 
women prefer men of higher-status ($$$$$) 
to risk taking daredevils. 

Full story @ www.reuters.com 
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EDITORIAL 

Cuts in veterans' benefits unacceptable 
More than 1,500 dead, and 

thousands wounded. Whether the 
American service members who 
have been killed or wounded in 
Iraq and Afghanistan have been for 
a real or fictitious threat, is at this 
time irrelevant. What is relevant is 

that they are being killed. They are 

wounded. Which is why proposed 
cuts for veterans' ·benefits in the 

2006 federal budget sponsored by 
the Bush administration come as a 
shock. 

The proposed cuts include: 
The increase of co-pay cost for 

prescription drugs. Adding a new 
annual fee for medical benefits. 
And most disheartening of all, a 
drastic cut in financial support for 
veteran 's nursing homes. Reduc
ing the federal support up to 80 
percent for the nation's 129 state
run homes, which would reduce 
the number of nursing home beds 
to 13,391 that is currently required 
by law. 

This reduction in nursing home 

beds and care is particularly dis
turbing considering the amount 
of wounded returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Many of those 

returning from Iraq are the victims 

of explosive devices, with loss of 
limbs and shrapnel wounds being 

the most common injuries . While 
modern medicine has increased 
survival rates to an all time high, 
those who survive will require 
follow-up care. This includes beds 

at nursing homes for rehabilita
tion, and while it may be years 
away, many of these veteran.• will 
require care in their old age. 

It is this lack of foresight by the 
current administration that is most 
disturbing. Service members are 
constantly touted as heroes and 
saviors who answer the call of 

duty. Yet what happens after the 
call has been answered? The gov

ernment has an obligation to sup
port those who have fought for it. 

The reason for the cuts have been 
attributed to the very large and 
growing federal deficit. This is an 

unacceptable excuse. While good 

fiscal management and evolving 
programs are encouraged for the 
Veterans' Affairs Office, it is hard 
to understand the reasoning behind 
the supposed $496 million the cuts 
would save. The Bush administra
tion has had no qualms in turning 
more than $250 billion in surplus to 

almost $700 billion in deficit. With 
two wars, round after round of 
unneeded and unadvised tax cuts, 
and the inability to strengthen the 
dollar, these problems will not be 
solved ;;tnytime soon. 

If President Bush is such an 

ILLUSTRATION KARl WRIGHT 

ardent supporter of deficit spend
ing, which is essentially spending 
money you do not have, then he 
can surely add $496 million more 

to $700 billion. 
Balancing the budget should be 

a priority for the government, but 
savings cannot simply come from 
veterans ' services . 

Those fighting now will be the 
next "Great Generation," and they 
should have at the very least, a 
place to lay their heads . 

The Editorial is co-written by all 
editors of The Kapio Newspress. 

Korean dramas much more dramatic than American soap operas 
By Diane S.W. Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

We all long to fall in love and 
to be lo:ved, like many characters 
in romance films and novels. We 
wait for that once-in-a-lifetime 

man or woman to come along in 
our lives and snatch up the oppor
tunity if it were presented to us. 
But unlike many fairy talt~s. real 
life does not end happily ever 
after. We must go through several 
relationships, kiss several frogs in 

a po11d or attempt to fit the glass 
slipper on several feet before we 
find that knight in shining armor 

or princess of our dreams. 

Perhaps some of the greatest love 
stories told were classical films like 
"Gone with the Wind" and "Casa
blanca." The stories are told in a 

realistic plot, and the characters 
are well-developed to convince the 
audience that true love surely comes 
to all eventually. Many old-fash
ioned romance movies tugged at 
our very own heartstrings and made 

us reflect upon ourown lives. They 
were films that everyone could relate 
to, yet why are they so uncommon 
in modem society today? 

Almost all Korean dramas are 
romantic tales of two passionate 
lovers who overcome obstacles to 
be together. But more than often, 
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for some unfortunate reason or. 
another, the two star-crossed lovers 
cannot be united. Reasons vary from 

parental disapproval, arranged mar
riages, long distance relationships 
or getting caught in a love triangle 
whirlwind. The whole world just 
seems to be against their unity, and 
sometimes, it may be frustrating for 
the audience. But what makes these 

dramas so appealing is that they go 
· through the same emotions we feel, 

of love, anger, despair, happiness 
or rejection. Korean dramas give 

viewers the opportunity to escape 
from the reality of the world and 
laugh at life in general, although 
dramatic at times. 

. "The Kqpio Newspress'; is a 
· weeklypu~lication oftbe Board 
of Student Publications (BoSP) 
at the University of Hawai•i ,at 
Kapi•olani, an Equ~ Opportu
rijty ,4 Affirmative Action :insti-

,< tution~ ; Funding is provic;t~:'~y .· 
. <t student fee$ ' and·:fidvertising. ·. 

·Ciroulation ;s 2,500: ' 
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. · tors and writers who are solely 

'' Almost all Korean 
dramas are roman
tic tales of two pas
sionat~ lovers· who 
overcome obstacles 
to be together. 

Coming from an Asian back
ground with strong traditional 

family and cultural values, I find 
myself relating to the characters in 
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SPEAK OUT 
What is your position 

on the proposed 
tuition hike? 
Question and Photos: 

Vuong Phung and Clint Kaneoka 

"It's hard enough (to 
pay) already. The state 
should pay for it - they 
should be more involved 
in our education." 

-Eric Stennett 

"It sucks . I really don't 
know who should pay." 

-Ryan Clarke 

"It is already too expen
sive. I think the state 
should help pay." 

- Moriko Kawamoto 

"I would like to see 
tuition kept low. People 
in Hawaii work hard 
and get less money than 

people on the mainland 
do. I tend to think the 
legislature should do 
more. It's an investment 
in our future." 

-RonMazuk 

"Even now it costs too 

much for international 
students. I pay nearly 
$4,000 per semester 
already." 

-Misa Morita 
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MY TWO 
CENTS 

by Clint Kaneoka 

Terrell Owens 
deserves more 
money?!? 

Last season, wide receiver Terrell 
Owens was impressive in his first 
year as a member of the Philadel
phia Eagles. He set team records 
with 14 touchdowns, and seven 
100-yard games, ending the season 
with 77 catches for 1,200 yards. On 
top of that, Owens missed the end 
of the regular season and most of 
the playoffs after suffering a broken 
ankle in Week 15, and despite the 
injury and the subsequent advice of 
his doctors, returned early to play 
in the Super Bowl. 

Now, based on the nitty-gritty, 
stat-heavy performance of last 
year, Owens is demanding a new 
contract from the Eagles before 
starting his second season with the 
team. His current contract, which 
is valued at nearly $49 million over 
seven years, is a problem because 
it does not place him among the 
top 10 highest paid receivers in 
the NFL, an honor Owens believes 
he deserves. 

"This is not about me being 
greedy or selfish," Owens told The 
Philadelphia Inquirer. "I was called 
selfish for trying to come back and 
play in the Super Bowl. I just want 

people to think about what they're 
hearing from all these reports 
about me being greedy. Just take a 
moment and look at my stature in 
the game." 

While there is little doubt that 
Owens is a force to be reckoned 
with on the football field, his sta
tistical achievements do not nec
essarily represent his value to the 
team. After all, Eagles quarterback 
Donovan McNabb was able to lead 
his team through the playoffs quite 
easily without the help of Owens. 
And, although Owens was statisti- . 
cally great in the Super Bowl, he 
could not bring the Eagles a vic
tory over the New England Patriots 
- meaning that the Eagles lone loss 
in the playoffs came with Owens 
on the field, a feat they didn't need 
his help to accomplish. 

So how much is Owens really 
worth? Clearly, his super numbers 
do not necessarily result in Super 
Bowl championships, and his super 
ego compromises his ability to be 
the type of team leader that deserves 
a super-sized contract. McNabb is 
the obvious leader of the Eagles, 
and has been since leading his team 
to consecutive NFC championships 
over the past four years. All Owens 
has been able to do for the Eagles 
is make them look a little feistier in 
a season that ultimately ended like 
all the others -just short of a Super 
Bowl title. 
If the Eagles are smart, they'll 

take a page from the book of the 
Super Bowl champions, and cut 
ties with Owens until, like Patriots 
running back Corey Dillon, he dis
covers that big wins do not coree-

Earn your Bachelor's Degree 
in Special Education 
In response to the shortage of certified special 
education teachers in Hawai' i, City University and the 
Hawai' i Department of Education have partnered 
together to offer the Bachelor of Arts in Special 
Education (BASE) Program. 

This program contains all the education, experiences, 
and resources necessary to help you realize your goal 
of becoming a teacher for Special Education K-12. 
The program is field-intensive, blending university 
classroom instruction with in-school experiences. 

spond with outrageous contracts. 
When Owens truly wants to win 
a Super Bowl, he will realize that 
he is part of a team, and will sac
rifice accordingly. No, this does 
not mean playing for peanuts or 
even taking a huge pay cut. What 
it means is to do what is best to 
help his team win, and if. a couple 
million off of an enorl!lous, long
term contract is what it takes !han 
that is what must happen. 

In the NFL, despite the salary 
cap, there is more than enough 
money for everyone to get paid. 
High talent players are available 
for a fraction of what .Owens is 
asking for, and their production 
will no doubt bring more bang for 
the buck. The Eagles should real
ize that it is much easier for teams 
to stop an offense with one great 
receiver and three mediocre ones 
than it is to defend an offense with 
four really good, but not superstar, 
receivers. They should also real
ize that it is Owens (and his big 
money expectations) that is keep
ing the rest of the receiving core 
from reaching its full potential 
because so much of the budget 
must go to him. 

Owens has said that he deserves 
to be among the league's top 10 
highest paid receivers, and perhaps 
this is justified by his talent. How
ever, teams interested in signing 
him, or in the Eagles case restruc
turing his contract so he can receive 
more money, might want to con
sider where such big money receiv
ers have led their teams in recent 
years. And that certainly wasn't to 
a Super Bowl victory. 

PHOTOSBS 

"Stairway to Heaven" is a favorite among many Korean Drama Fans. 

Drama: 
Continued from page 2 

many Korean dramas. Perhaps 
it's the main reason why I find 
Korean dramas appealing and 
enjoy watching them for that 
matter. Yet, one does not have to 
be Asian to understand or relate 
to the dramas, English subtitles 
make them accessible to non

Korean speakers. 
This isn't the kind of bit that 

modern day Hollywood produces, 
where summer flings are common 
and relationships, mundane. If you 
enjoy such shows such as "Sex in 
the City," where the characters 
change their lovers more often 
than their change their bed sheets, 
Korean dramas probably aren't 
for you. Unlike many American 

shows, Korean dramas do not have 
nudity or violent scenes in them. In 
fact, not until several episodes later 
will viewers get to see the char
acters get a peck on the cheek, let 
alone display acts of physical inti
macy. Be forewarned though, most 
Korean dramas end tragically. No 
Hollywood endings here. 
If you ' re a sucker for tearjerkers 

and starry-eyed romance movies, 
or romantic at heart, there will be 
no doubt that you will soon find 
Korean dramas addictive. Who 
knows, maybe you'll soon have 
all your favorite Korean dramas 
on tape, along with copies of your 
favorite original soundtracks to 
go with it. But if you're an ulti
mate Korean drama addict, like 
me, maybe you'll end up writ
ing an article about your undying 
love for Korean dramas. 
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Korean Drama Phenomenon COOKS&SUSID 

MAKERS 

By Diane S.W. Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

With so much drama going on in 
the world today, people may be hes
itant to watch more drama on televi
sion. But when it comes to Korean 
television dramas, many people 
enjoy watching them as an escape 
from the real world. Korean dramas 
are widely viewed in Asian coun
tries and have also become popular 
in the United States, especially here 
on the islands. Korean dramas have 
attracted a wide range of audiences 
from the young to the old. 

Despite the Korean dialogues, 
the English subtitles make it easy 
for non-Korean speakers to under
stand the basic plot and storylines. 
With its popularity even among 
non-Korean speakers, it would be 
unthinkable if the dramas were not 
subtitled in English. 

"If there weren't any subtitles 
then I wouldn't watch it because I 
wouldn't understand," said Holly 
Wheeles, KCC Education & Aca
demic Support Specialist for Culi
nary Arts. "I could get parts of it, 
but I probably wouldn't truly under
stand. It just wouldn't be the same." 

Many non-Korean speakers have 
even picked up a little of the lan
guage from watchi~g the dramas. 
Although Wheeles is second gen
eration Japanese, she doesn't speak 
an ounce of it, but said she has 
learned more Korean words than 
Japanese words just from watching 
the Korean dramas. 

It's no doubt that Korean dramas 
promote and preserve the Korean 
culture and tradition. Many people 
love Korean dramas for that pur
pose and find it fascinating to learn 

about different cultures. 
"I learned about food and family," 

said KCC student, Mai Takano, who 
is also Japanese. "Koreans have a 
lot of food and I like Korean food. 
It's almost the same as Japanese cul
ture, but I think their family style is 
different from my culture, because 
Koreans have strong bonds." 

KCC student, Elise Park, who is 
second generation Korean, doesn't 
care for Korean dramas even 
though she is able to understand the 
Korean language. 

"I know how to read and write 
Korean, but the Korean language 
is not a barrier for me," Park said. 
"I'm Korean and I have dramas. It's 
not that I don't embrace my culture, 
but I don't find it appealing and I 
don't care for it at all. Real life 
drama is enough for me." 

Many non-Koreans who watch 
Korean dramas may begin to 
wonder whether Korean dramas 
portray Korea and its culture accu
rately. 

"It's exaggerated, I don't think 
it happens in real life," Park said. 
"But it shows the Korean tradition 
pretty accurately." 

Park continued to explain that 
most of the dramas are accurate 
in portraying the culture, noting 
that couples really do live together 
under the same roof with family 
members after marriage. 

"As far as everything else goes, 
it's too exaggerated and doesn't 
happen in real life," Park said. 

Despite inaccuracies and exag
gerated drama, many fans are still 
able to relate to the realistic prob
lems that the characters face. 

Although many have agreed that 
Korean dramas have similar plots 

and tragic endings, many still find 
them entertaining nonetheless. 

"I've seen love triangles a lot. I 
noticed when a person is lovesick, 
they get physically sick from being 
emotionally distraught," said KCC 
culinary arts clerk Lori Nakamura. 

But how do Korean dramas 
compare to American soaps? The 
common complaints about Ameri
can soaps were mostly about the 
amount of violence and sexual con
tent. 

"I like it because it doesn't drag 
on like American soaps do," Naka
mura said. 

Although Nakamura used to 
watch American soaps, she has 
stopped watching them since she 
got booked on Korean dramas. 
According to her, the time sched
uling is much better with Korean 
dramas because they are shown 
during dinner time, while American 
soaps are shown during the day
time. 

So popular are Korean dramas, 

that local television station KBFD
TV markets DVDs and original 
soundtracks, making them avail
able for fans to purchase. Korean 
dramas can range anywhere from 
$50 to $100 and up. They are 
even dubbed in many different 
languages, available as video tape 
rentals in many stores across the 
islands. Korean dramas are aired 
on Oceanic Cable channel four. For 
more information, contact KBFD
TV at 521-8066 or visit their Web 
site at http://www.kbfd.com. 
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