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Spring 2006 
registration 
has begun 
By Thomas Duarte 
STAFF WRITER 

Online registration for the spring 

2006 semester began on Nov. 7, and 
will continue until Jan. 8, after which 

students will have to pay a $30 late 

registration fee. Students may reg

ister for courses in person at the 
Kekaulike Information and Services 

Center (KISC) beginning Nov. 17. 

Before registering students should 

meet with a counselor, degree adviser, 

or transfer advisor to familiarize 

themselves with the courses they may 
need and any changes to courses or 

programs. 

"Students should be talking to their 

counselors so that they make forward 
progress in whatever road they are 

taking," said Interim Assistant Dean 

of Arts and Sciences Louise Pagotto. 

"Talk to a counselor so you don't end 

up taking unnecessary classes." 

Every semester there are many 

students who do not to see counsel

ors and end up choosing classes they 
may not need. Then there are some 
students who go a little further to talk 

to an advisor at the college they plan 

to transfer to. 

"I spoke with the physical educa

tion program advisor at UH Manoa 
about what courses I need," said KCC 

student Manny Robbins. 

According to Robbins, be has also 

made a conscious effort to take as 

many courses at KCC that will apply 

to his intended major as possible. 

Students interested in transferring 

to a four-year university should seek 
help at the Maida Kamber Center or 

speak with transfer advisors. At the 

Maida Kamber Center students can 
explore ways to transfer and read 

through literature that informs them 

about how to transfer to colleges in 
and out of the state of Hawaii. The 

center has resources such as program 

applications for UH as well as coun

selors to help students with transfers 

and job placement. Contact informa

tion for transfer advisors can be. found 

in the schedule of classes. 

According to Gemma Williams of 
the Maida Kamber Center advisors 

can sit down with students and create 

. a transfer action plan which prepares 

students for transfer and ensure that 

they have all the necessary documents 

and courses. They can also help stu

dents who are still undecided or are 

thinking of changing their major. 

"If students are not sure of what 

their interests are, we encourage them 
to take an interest inventory," Wil

liams said. 

Students will take one test from 
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Job Fair draws more 
than just KCC students 

Learning communities: two 
minds are better than one 

Despite being held on 
campus, many who 
attended the job fair 
were not students. 
By Jeffrey Ross 
STAFF WRITER 

The recent Job Fair at KCC pro

vided work opportunities for KCC 

students, as well as many non-stu

dents who showed up for an on 

site screening test. The majority of 
booths in Ohia were taken up by com

panies hiring in the following areas: 
restaurant help, retail, hotel industry 

and clerical work. These companies 
typically have part-time and full

time entry-level positions available, 
although some wanted those with 

experience in management. Other 
companies were only looking for 

seasonal help for the upcoming holi

days, and next year's elections. 
The atmosphere of a noisy cafete

ria did not bother employers or stu
dents trying to fill out applications . 

Many employers said that they liked 

how students could get something 

to eat and then browse around after
wards. 

KCC student Darryl Mah was 

able to get something to eat at an 
employer's booth. 

"Free candy, free pens, it's good," 

Mah said. 

Overall, employers were pleased 

"I liked the setup and how a lot of 

people can congregate but there's not 

as much of a turnout as I expected." 

Whiteman said. 

There was a greater amount of 

non-student job fair attendees, due 
to Hawaiian Electric Company's 

(HECO) on site testing for available 

positions. 

Attendee Raynette Kepa saw an 
ad in the newspaper about HECO 

testing and stumbled across the Job 

Fair. 
"Just by luck I came by here [the 

cafeteria] and got plenty of applica

tions. It's very convenient," Kepa 

said. 

Staffing companies were present 

as another alternative of employ
ment. Temporary staffing can be a 

good way for someone to decide 

whether a job is appealing to them 

without a full-time commitment. 

Conversely, employers get to test 

employees before making a decision 

to hire someone for a full-time posi
tion. 

"It's a good way to get around the 

'who you know' system, especially 

in Hawaii," said Randall Ajimine, 

Administrative Assistant, Altres 

Staffing. 

Not all of the booths at the Job 
Fair were recruiting workers. The 

Department of Labor offered free 
information about Hawaii's job 

market outlook. Visitors browsed a 
list of the top 50 in-demand jobs in 

Hawaii. 

By Thomas Duarte 
STAFF WRITER 

Students interested in finding 

something different from the standard 
classes may be interested in enrolling 

in a learning· community. A learn

ing community links two different 

courses and overlaps some disciplines 

of each course. Each learning com

munity consists of two courses, two 

teachers and all the same students. 

Learning communities provide a 
way to integrate academic and social 

aspects into college courses, giving 
students a chance to apply what 

they have learned from one class to 

another. KCC has conducted learning 
communities since 1997, and every 

semester the amount and types of 

learning communities vary. This fall 

there were a total of six and in spring 
there will be seven. When a student 

enrolls in a learning community they 

must enroll for both classes and if 
they decide to drop they must with

draw from both courses. If you are 

interested in learning communities, 

check for course descriptions and pre

requisites in the schedule of classes. 

The list below will show you the pair

ings of the upcoming communities. 

the Career Kokua Web site and then with the Job Fair coordinator's abil-

they will come back and take what is 

called Focus II, after which they will 

INSIDE: Registration, page 7 

ity to accommodate them. However, 

Lesley Whiteman, General Manager 
For more information, students 

can visit the Job Placement Office 

at California Pizza Kitchen was located in Manono 113 or contact 

hoping for a better turnout. them via e-mail at jobs@hawaii.edu 
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THE VIEW WE TAKE 

Gas cap law needs to be 
fixed, should be repealed 

In just over two months, the gas 
cap law has proven itself to be a 
colossal mistake. It has raised gaso
line prices to astronomical highs, 
eclipsing far beyond what even the 
most cynical market analysts' would 

ever have believed (over $3.70 a 
gallon, are you kidding!), and has 
shown itself to be as flawed in plan as 
it is in function. 

Since it began on Sept. 1, the 
gas cap has been a huge burden and 
expense on the people of Hawaii, and 
has not shown the least bit of success 
in the one thing it should have done 
- bring gas prices down. When the 
cap was first introduced in 2002, its 
purpose was to drive the price of gas 
down for consumers. But when the 
law was actually passed this year, its 
mission had changed to simply reflect 
the prices of the Mainland market. 

Now the Mainland market is well

known to be lower in cost than the 
market in Hawaii, and everybody 
pretty much understands that due to 
our unique location, gas costs a bit 
more here than there. But the Main
land market is also very big, and due 

to shipping reasons, different parts of 
the Continental U.S. purchase their 
oil supplies from_ different areas of 
the world. What makes no sense is 
why our cap is made to reflect the oil 

than most other states. Hawaii's oil, 
like that of Oregon and Washing
ton, comes from Asia, whereas most 
American states purchase their oil 
from other places, such as the Middle 
East. 

While supporters of the cap will 
point out that they could not have 
foreseen that hurricanes would 
ravage the Gulf Coast (a major reason 
why prices shot up so dramatically in 
the past two months), the face of the 
matter is that none of our oil supplies 
do not come from that area, and thus, 
our prices should never have been 
based on theirs in the first place. This 
is clearly an error in the planning 
of the law, one that has already cost 
Hawaii 's drivers millions of dollars, 
and will continue to do so in the future 
if not fixed. It is infuriating to think 
that if the legislators who designed 
the law had been more careful, and 
had based the cap on our market, we 
probably would never have reached 
the $3 gallon, or seen such inconsis
tency in prices throughout the state. 

Although drivers have seen prices 
fall back to usual rates in recent 

weeks, we can expect them to surge 
again in the near future. As long as 
the cap is based on the nation 's prices 
and not our own, the cost of gas will 
continue to shift erratically, taxing 

prices of the entire nation, especially the wallets and patience of drivers. 
when the oil we purchase often comes 
from a completely different source BACKPAGE: Gas, page 8 
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Colby Mira: Yes. It got 
cheaper. It 's always going to go 
up and down anyway. 

Tristanne Endrina: Yes. 
I've noticed the prices getting 
lower. And this is a good thing 
because I live so far away. 

Audra Limoz: Yes. I guess 
because it went down. But who 
knows if it would have gone 
down without the cap. 

'Let's get it on' may not be the best option 
On a recent cell phone con

versation outside the office of the 
Kapio, where I had retreated to 
prevent annoying the staff with my 
booming voice, I heard a tapping 
on the window above me. Looking 
up, I saw that the persons doing the 
tapping had written a message for 
me. It suggested I discontinue talk
ing underneath the window, where 
they were trying to study. Of course 
the suggestion was not written in a 
particularly courteous manner. 

I had no idea the people above 
could hear me through the glass, 
and had they suggested in a polite 
manner, I would have been more 
than happy to move elsewhere and 
continue my conversation. But 
because of the way it was written, 
or maybe because I'm from New 
Jersey, I instead became indignant. 

I returned to my computer to 
print out my own little message for 
my antagonists. Now, before I go 
on, I want it to be known, that I. 
in no way endorse these actions for 
all others to use. The smart thing to 
do, of course, would be to ignore 
them, but like I said, I'm from New 
Jersey. And in Jersey, if someone 

WE'VE GOT MAIL 

'We do need more 
parking!' 

Ninety percent of people who 
took the recent survey feel that 
more parking is needed. The major
ity of students and faculty are suf
fering from parking problems. 
Another solution might be explored 

POLITICALLY 
CHALLENGED 

by Paul Kolbe 

suggests you do something in an 
impolite manner, you suggest they 
perform a certain incestuous func
tion with their mother. 

And that's precisely what I 
wrote on the paper, which I then 
went back and displayed through 
the window. As they read it, one 
smiled, and the other disappeared. 
Now the one who smiled, obvi
ously understood: if you insult 
someone, you should expect a 
retort, and not get angry about it. 
However, the other one was not so 
understanding. 

As I drove off, he came run
ning around the building, and it 
was not to compliment me on my 
wit. Which brings me to my point: 
Why do men always want to resort 
to violence? It seems no matter 
how old we get, we feel the need to 
settle things with our bodies rather 
than our minds. 

This particular individual was 

after we get more parking spaces. 
The number of parking spaces are 
far less than than the number of 
cars! There are more than 7500 stu
dents and only 900 parking spaces. 
Krista Hiser suggests using money 
for more creative solutions such as 
bicycle incentives (free tuition if 
you bike to school?). Is this fair for 
all students??? The solution would 
be unacceptable for most of stu
dents. Many students come to KCC 

so upset by my little note, he was 
ready to risk injury, expulsion and 
arrest - all of which would have 
surely happened, had we fought 
on campus. We would have both 
been injured, regardless of who the 
victor (if any) would have been, 
and since we are both adults we 
would have gone to jail, and later 
KCC would have expelled us, and 
I would have also lost my job. All 
from a little note writing, which I 
am of course, also guilty of. Had I 
used my head a little more, I would 
have realized my actions might 
provoke, but I did not. 

As men we never think of reper
cussions. We are forever imprinted 
from our days in the schoolyard, 
where a fight usually resulted in 
a bloody lip, and a possible deten
tion. But those days, however nos
talgic they might seem, are over. 
Two 50-pound boys cannot do a 
lot of damage to each other. Two 
200-pound men can, and after the 
pain in your body fades, the pain in 
the ass of a court appearance will 
continue. 

Walk away if you can, better yet 
-smile! 

from somewhere far, from where it 
would be impossible to bike. Also 
bike roads in Hawaii are not orga
nized and very dangerous. I come 
to KCC by bike and know enough 
about terrible roads for biking. I 
also see many cars parked outside 
of KCC in front of our neighbors ' 
garages and homes! People who live 
near KCC could use some "parking 
relief' too! 

- Yuko Kobayashi, KCC student 



TH E CHILDREN AT SCHOOL 

(SUICIDE) 

dot com 
By Vuong Phung 

LAYOUT EDITOR 

Old societal ritual meets new phenomenonal trend 

I 
t was 4:18 a.m. in Japan when Bunnyll 

received a call from Shopperz88. They were 

to meet up. Bunny11 was on his way toJukai, 

a popular and beautiful scenic spot, when he 

received a text message from Shopperz88. 

"I have a few friends wanting to come 

along," Bunnyll read then replied, "Sure." 

In about 30 minutes, Bunny 11, along with a 

friend whom he'd met only on the Net, and a 

number of other friends whom Shopperz88 

had never met would gather around the beau

tiful Jukai and die together. It would take 

other visitors close to a week to spot them, 

for the government to come in and bring 

out the bodies, and for the families to 

find out. 

Japanese investigators say this fic

tionalized story is the closest answer 
to what really happened. This is 

the new strain of suicide, reviv

ing what was originally thought 

to be contained in medieval 

Japan, yet has now become 

a modem phenomenon. 

This is "network suicide," 

a phrase coined to depict 

a small group of people 

without any direct relation-

ship to each other, coming 

together to die as a group. 

Though the number per group is 

small, an average of four or five people, 

there were 20 cases documented by the government in 

just the first three months of this year, accounting for 54 

deaths. That number is expected to rise in this year-end's 

report as the popularity of group suicide has already 

soared. 

Using a simple black background and various color 

photos depicting beautiful scenes of nature, such suicide 

Web sites carry an alluring sense of harmony. Guests can 

read detailed instructions of suicide then post messages 

to the effect of "in search of a friend to end life with. 

Text-message me." Best of all: no registration needed, 

no identity given-everything happens anonymously. 

These widely-accepted conclusions put a new spin 

on a practice that has historically been viewed as noble 

and selfless. After all, Japan has long embraced the old 

suicide culture with great fascination. Instead of the 

plainjisatsu (suicide), words like hara-kiri, seppuku and 

kamikaze became three of the few Japanese contribu

tions to the international vocabulary. But there are more: 

shinju (double suicide of lovers), obasute (suicide of the 

elderly), and oyako (suicide of the entire family) . 

Observers to the movement say that Japanese teens 

of all ages and from all walks of life come to sites like 

SoulHarbor desiring a connection- they simply do not 

want to die alone. 

Again, network suicide is hardly new. In Paris, two 

14-year-old girls, Marion and Virginie, jumped out of 

their apartment windows. Before that, two more girls 

in South Wales, U.K., attempted suicide together. 

What makes Japan's suicide prevalent is how far ahead 

Japan's number of incidents is when compared to other 

Western countries. For 7 years in a row, the National 

Police Agency posts that the number of suicide deaths 

in Japan exceeds 30,000 annually. According to the 

Christian Science Monitor, suicide is the leading cause 

of death for Japanese men between the ages of 20 to 30. 

The World Health Organization ranks Japan as having 

the highest suicide ratio per capita among all economi

cally-advanced nations. In short: Japan's number of sui

cides doubles that of the United States. 

Some came to SoulHarbor to try and recreate other suc

cessful, widely reported suicide events. One such instance 

is a group of nine who died in the Saitama Mountains, west 

of Tokyo, after they met there. When it was confirmed that 

some members could not make to the mountain, all died 

in their home at almost the exact time. The cause: carbon 

monoxide from charcoal stoves. This method is increas

ingly popular because of its peaceful nature. 

Lately, there have been more discussions among the 

social scientists about the issue. Quoted in the Japanese

language newspaper, the Asahi Shimbun, experts pointed 

to the children's "warped" view of death, the chronic eco

nomic recession of the 1990s that affected working adults, 

and dating couples' inability to cope with emotional pain 

as suicide's leading causes. To the point: Experts say 

today's trends have less to do with honor and are more of 

a means to end sorrow and loneliness. 

IN CHILDREN'S EYES 
Popular as the suicide option might be, it was and 

SPECIAL: Suicide, page 4 

Editors note: Due to the sensitive nature of the subject, the author has disguised certain names 

to protect the identity and the integrity of the speakers. Such names are Bookish, Gorgeous, 

Garbo, and Smiley. 
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A sign posted in front Jukai park aiming to discourage potential suicide. One 
translat ion reads: "Life is precious gift from your parents, calm down and think 
about your parents, brothers, sisters and ch ildren. Seek counseling." At the 
bottom is the suicide hot line. 

THE WOMEN AT HOME 

Suicide: 
Continued from page 3 

still is uncomfortable for Garbo to 

talk about the time she nearly went 

over the edge. Garbo, a 20-year-old 

Japanese national attending KCC 

this semester, looked apologetic 

when she said she came "very close" 
to ending her life. 

She admits that she did not have 

the courage to slice her wrists. Instead, 

she drove a car toward a cliff at full 

speed. What happened afterward was 
pieced together through fragments as 

her voice emotionally cracked during 

our interview. Her boyfriend might 

have saved her life. He screamed 

at her to hit the brakes. She did and 

stopped just two or three yards from 

the cliff. lt was not clear whether her 

boyfriend had also participated in the 
would-be shinju , only to change his 

mind later. 
For those of Garbo's age, sui 

cide is an act with personal mean

ing, despite the fact that they often 

reach out for companions in the act, 

it is often so personal that it mysti

fies parents and researchers in Japan. 

To compound the problem, large per

centages of parents deem the subject 

taboo, and refuse to discuss the matter 
with their children. Psychologists in 

Japan believe that not having honest 

discussions between adults and chil

dren will create "serious problems" 

for social future of Japan, according 
to the newspaper Asahi Shimbun. 

The publication also concludes that 

"Japan, with one of the highest suicide 

rates in the industrialized world, is far 

behind Western Europe in mapping out 

prevention strategies." That is because 

there have been very little known facts 

about the suicide culture in teens. Crit

ics have blamed the socially conserva

tive government for focusing only on 

the numbers and percentages, instead 

of opening a national, inter-genera

tional dialogue on why suicide is so 
prevalent. So if there is an audience, 

what will the children say is the lead

ing causes of suicide? 

Upon hearing the question, Gor

geous quickly answered with just 

one word: "School." She leaned back 

SPECIAL: Suicide, page 5 

'The sorry state of japanese womanhood' 
Angry responses to Japan's gender inequality from the frontline 
By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

Giving the list of all possible · 

catastrophes, including devastating 

earthquakes and nuclear standoff 

with North Korea, Japanese society's 

gender inequality pro_blem is a threat 

above all other, says The Japan Digest 
Editor Ayako Doi. It involves a shrink

ing population, the national rush to 

modify Japan's version of Social 
Security and the "astonishing discon

nection" between the two genders. 

The facts and figures are in: since 
World War II, the national birth rate 

average gradually declines from four 

to 1.32. The country 's population is 

expected to peak at 127.5 million 

by nex:t year. Then the projection 

takes a dive to 50 percent by 2100. 
The results, Doi says, "will be dire" 

because there will be less contribut

ing to the public pension fund than 

those using it. 
The government did inquire into 

the problem. Back in 1997, it com
missioned an analysis into shoshika, 

or the decline of child bearing. · 

Michiko Mukuno, a childless mother 

herself, led the team that criticized 

the outdated social norms that burden 

married women to all house chores 

so that their husbands can devote 100 
percent to their employers. 

Such impressions left a few KCC 

students expressing concerns about 

their pending return to Japan once 

they finish college. They worried 

that their future husbands would 

condemn them for being smarter. 
The solution, they said, was to find 

and marry an American citizen so 

that they could stay. 

Back in Japan, two years after 
her previous groundbreaking work, 

author Yoko Haruka returns as if 
she, too, was tired of swimming 

against the impossible currents. 

Her 2003 book, "Hybrid ·Wom~o," 

picks up the Western "You go, girl" 

attitude by advocating those of her 
gender to be smart and be prepared 

' ' 
It is wrong, for women who haven't had a 
single child to ask for taxpayer money when 
they get old, after having enjoyed their free
dom and had fun. 
- Yoshiro Mori, Former Japanese Prime Minister 

to fight back. 

Still, the evidence of male poli
ticians ' "cluelessness" is apparent, 

Doi says. It is disturbing to see 

their lack of attention to why the 

Japanese demographic is in decline, 

why more and more women opt out 
of marriage and motherhood. They 
dismiss the women's complaints as 

a "twittering of birds, unworthy of 
male attention." 

Doi says it is misleading for men 

to quickly hold up any data that 
points to declining divorce rates and 

cite this as proof of family harmony 
because fewer women are married in 

the first place. 
In this .. sorry state of Japanese 

womanhood," such an attitude is nec

essary because Doi, Mukuno, Haruka 
all believe that their country has 

"perfected the exploitation of women 

by combining patriarchy with the 

(its) odd breed of capitalism." It has 

refused to change since women first 
entered the professional workforce in 
the 1970s. 

What's even more strange, Book
ish said, is how crucial those secre

taries became. To put it simply, at 

his previous work place in Japan, 

the women "knew everything and 

the men knew this. They knew that 
without these tea-pouring women the 
whole company would collapse." 

From this, Haruka's hybrid woman 

model is born. A hybrid woman 

knows her game. She knows how to 

use those around her to achieve her 
goals. She fools men into thinking 

that she needs protection. 

"Let your sympathetic men fight 

your battles with male hostility," 
Haruka wrote, and if these men, 

employers, marriages no longer have 
any use, "discard them." 

Or better yet, a hybrid woman 
blames no one because she depends 

on no one. She does not live for the 

husband or her employer. She lives for 

herself. There won't be any explanation 
to those who systematically deny her 

aspirations, success and happiness. 

To understand what drove many 

~~~ftr~~4 
oy~!¥R~~' 9f~buses ~!Jd .gJ~;, . 
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WQrkfotqe:,,they wer~ ClSSigped 
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as tea-pouring secretaries. 
Less than'9 percent made it 
to managerial positions'. Also, 
the!J eargings ~verage just 65 ., 
percent that of men. 

women to the edge, one should 
read Haruka's "Kekkon Shimasen !" 

which stirred the public in 2001 as it 

described the ingrained cultural bias. 

"I Won't Get Married" began with a 

personal account of her family mistreat

ments. Though not being the youngest, 
Haruka was told to sit and walk behind 

her five brothers at their father's funeral. 

They made sure she knew that she was 

not wanted on the receiving line, where 

the family's relatives and guests walked 

by to greet the grieved. 

To Haruka, her sister-in-law did 

the most admirable thing: she fol

lowed tradition by tolerating all 
verbal assaults by her husband and 
mother-in-law with "self-effacing" 

smiles. 
Yet Haruka did not think highly of 

her aunt who was searching for the per
fect daughter-in-law. To meet the aunt's 

description of an "ordinary woman," 
one must gladly make do with $2,000 

her husband brought home each month. 

Tradition dictates that above all else, a 

good housewife must forgo all of her 
personal dreams, her own comfort and 

subject herself to the will of her hus
band, children, and in-laws. If she is 

sma,rter than her husband, or heaven 
forbid, she can earn more than him, she 

SPECIAL: Women hood, page 6 



Suicide: 
Continued from page 4 

against a wall and said angrily, "It's 
all about the f_ing school. It's all 

about getting the better job when you 

get out of college." 

Pressure also got to Garbo. 

"Whenever I got an A, my parents 

would say, 'Good, now come back 

with more A's.'" Expectations even-. 

tually rocketed until she was pushed 

beyond the limits of her coping abil

ity. Garbo's sister was also unable 

to deal with the pressure. Her many 

wrist scars became her personal 

expression: "Enough!" 

Failure in school was never an 

option, said Bookish, who spent sev

eral years in Japan. He said the stu

dents there took more tests in a week 

than any local kid here might take in 

a lifetime. Like many Asian nations, 

Japan places high demands on exams, 

which exacerbates anxiety and stress. 

PRESSURE COOKER 
Gorgeous hated middle school and 

she wasn't alone. In many conversa

tions, it seemed like life in junior high 

school ranked least desirable. Like 

American teens, the age of 12 to 14 is 

considered the "Age of Angst." Many 

attribute to eighth graders the label of 

school bullies, those who rip lunch 

money off of the weaker, younger 

students. Boy or girl, full Japanese or 

mixed, from private or public or inter

national school, no one was spared. 

Middle school was also the time of 

emotional confusion. Love formed as 

quickly as it perished. Friends built 

as quickly as one's enemies. Cliques 

became the ultimate social force. So 

too was the parental expectation of 

making strong grades. 

"Everything happened fast," Gor

geous said, "I was angry at a lot of 

things." She paused then said, "I 

stabbed myself when I was 15. Blood 

soaked my red dress and I was hospi

talized. Doctor said had I hit myself 

further left or right, it would have 

been the end of me. Then at 16, I 

dangled on the sixth floor. And then 

a month ago, I took a kitchen knife 

and went into the bathroom. My boy

friend and his friend kicked the door 

open (to get me). I would have cut 
myself, you know?" 

She paused to catch another bite 

into a sandwich and then elaborated. 

Gorgeous did it all for the attention. 

She took the knife and bled right in 

front her mother after they argued 

over what Gorgeous should wear. 

When Gorgeous raised her tone, her 

mother took out the knife and waved 

it before the daughter. It wasn't the 

first time Gorgeous saw her mother 

doing that either. 

"When I was young, she did it 

and I was traumatized at the knife, 

you know? I took that knife raised 

it to the air and screamed as loud as 

her. Then at a spur of the moment, I 

stabbed my thigh. I fainted as blood 

soaked the red skirt. My step father 

ran down and tried to convince my 

mother to call for the ambulance. But 

she would not. She said I was faking 

it-acting-you know? Then when 

my blood moved to the floor, she 

screamed." 

A )ear later, in the heat of argu

ing with her boyfriend, she ran and 

jumped out of his apartment. Had he 

not grabbed her hands, Gorgeous said 

she would have died. 

"I am not even scared of dying, 

you know?" She said, "When I die, 

I die." 

Then she said death is not the final 

aspect of life. 

TALK ABOUT DEATH 
The question of what, how and 

why teens like Gorgeous looked at 

suicide without fear became a subject 

of many focus surveys. In recent stud

ies published in the Asahi Shimbun, 

experts point to the distorted view of 

life and death as the leading problem 

for teenagers and young adults. Here 

is the breakdown: 

• In a 2002 survey of 400 high 

schools, 49.3 percent believed that 

the dead can come back to life "for 

certain cases," while 17.4 percent did 

not know. Conclusion: close to half 

of high school students believed in 

reincarnation. 

• In a 2003 survey asking why 

they believed it was possible for the 

dead to return, 48.7 percent believed 

without any particular reason; 20.1 

percent said someone told them so; 

13.7 percent said they had seen it 

happen. In the previous year the num

bers were respectively 66, 17 and ,17 

percent. 

The Asahi Shimbun cited child 

psychologist Hiroshi Nakamura. 

who blamed those involved in the 

children's education for the implica

tion that any discussion about death 

is "taboo." Furthermore, Japanese 

children rarely experience the con-. 

cept of death because their grandpar

ents were there the moment they were 

born and are still here 20 years later. 

Nakamura criticized protective par

ents who believe that their children 

should not be exposed to death, for 

not taking their kids to funerals. Par

ents, be said, scold their child harshly 

should the naturally curious child ask 

about life after death. 

"In Japan, there was this practice 

that the relatives, say the children, 

picked up their parent's bones right 

after they burned the body," said 

KCC professor Linda Fujikawa. "It 

helped the children to get closer with 

the dead. There was also this tradition 

of leaving the dead in the bouse for 

three days so that the children could 
see and touch their relative. Can you 

imagine what would happen if we did 

that? Someone would decry it as a 

public health crisis." 

What Fujikawa alluded to was 

the disconnection between realities. 

Sheltered Japanese children have 

mostly lived in a sterile environment, 

just as Nakamura had implied. 

In addition, researchers said TV 
and videogames influenced chil

dren the most. Kids watch these TV 

shows, seeing claims of the "miracu

lous" return of the deceased, think

ing it is the norm. If their video game 

characters died, the restart button is 

always there, creating the illusion 

that life can be reset. They watch R

rated movies and see an actor die in 

one movie, but miraculously fight to 

see another day in another movie. 

Yet some parents fail when they 

do the exact opposite. One mother 

read a book about the life and death of 

cancer kids to her son, only to see him 

frightened; he subsequently asked her 
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' ' It's all about the 
f_ing school. 
It's all about get
ting the better job 
when you get out 
of college. 
-Gorgeous 

not to talk about the subject. Despite 

the setback, experts like Nakamura 

called for more conscious discussions 

between parents and children, espe

cially between teachers and students. 

KCC foreign students Kaoru Mori, 

Junko Asano and Rena Kawakami 

concurred in unison. The three sug

gested that high school should bring 

in guest speakers who are suicide sur

vivors to speak out against the act. 

Others like Bookish offered a 

much more ambitious solution: erase 

the stigma of seeing social workers 

after losing a job and provide better 

high school counselors for stressed 

out students. 

IDEAS IN PRACTICE 
If Gorgeous' reaction to Bookish's 

solutions was any indication, Japan 

has a long way toward convincing its 

citizens to embrace Western psychol

ogy's belief in being open about their 

personal turmoils. 

"Why would you go there?" Gor

geous retorted. Quoting her mother, 

Gorgeous said, "Psychologists are 

crazier than those who come to see 

them." 

Though she had not visited one, 

she said her mother's judgment was 

true. To this date, except for her boy

friend and this reporter, Gorgeous 

told no one else about her jump. 

Unless asked, she planned not to tell 

her mother either. 

While Bookish advocates a 

system that offers second chances, 

Gorgeous rejected the offer. She said 

those unable to cope with the lifestyle 

would be "too weak to be living." 

She then flatly rejected the notion 

of sounding merciless when she rea

soned that "animals die. They die 

because they are weak. Why are we 

so different?" 

Gorgeous' view was . perfectly 

SPECIAL: Suicide, page 6 
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THE CULTURE AT LARGE 

'All about Lily Chou-Chou,' all about life 
By Vuong Phung 
LAYOUT EDITOR 

In its purest form, "All About Lily 

Chou-Chou" is a deep, often wound

ing portrait of the current teenager's 

social life. The movie is not easy to 

absorb. It demands and tests all of the 

audience's patience. Essentially, it is 

a thinking film running for more than 

two hours. 

The story starts.with a singer name 

Lily Chou-Chou and about those idol

izing her. They are connected to each 

other through an online BBS forum. 

Once there, they demonstrate their love 

and devotion to her. Then lurks the 

most disturbing scene: bullies coerce a 

weakling into abasing himself. 

On this note, the movie takes the 

audience into the harsh reality of life 

for an average 14-year-old boy. The 

boy is timid and soft-spoken. His life 

is almost like. a zombie's. He takes 

orders from a bully named Hoshino, 

who is also the same age. 

The director said there is somethi

ing magical about the age of 14 that 

appealed and inspired him to make 

this feature. He certainly has all of 

elements in place for a great story, 

but he seems too busy hiding the 

message. First-timers might find the 

movie inaccessible like an ancient 

scripture, one that only monks have 

the tools to read. If anything, his style 

is at fault. 
We know that Hoshino was the 

perfect kid. He was the class presi

dent. Quiet and deliberate, Hoshino 

also lived a fairly wealthy life. But 

then something happened and he 

became the nemesis of every student. 

The film touches on many subjects 

that Americans can relate: bullies and 

lunch money thieves, c~iques, being 

alone, having secret crushes, and 

barely getting the passing grade. 

It was the basis of Chou-Chou that 

got me into finding more about the 

Japanese culture. Yes, adults paying 

15-year-old kids for sex is real and 

rampant in Japan. Yes, the kids are 

aware of this and they have no prob

lem with it. They are doing it because 

everyone they know is doing it. 

Tsuda is that 15-year-old girl 

in Lily Chou-Chou that does "enjo 

kosai," a euphemism for teen prosti

tuion that translates literally as "com

pensated dating." 

Professor Linda Fujikawa says the 

word has a cultural context. She says 

"sugar daddy" is how the Japanese 

teens look at the issue. 

But Tsuda has a problem. The 

pimp has dirty videos of her. If she 

does not work for him, those images 

would be released. 

Again, this situation mirrors 

actual cases. Given Japan's recent 

rush to create and enforce laws crack

ing down on enjo kosai, the society 

has opened ways for kids to extort the 

adults and each other. A men-interest 

magazine, Spa!, quoted a madam on 

the subject. 

"I don't let 'em off," she says. "I 

figure, if they're into enjo kosai, I get 

them to give me a cut, bow before me 

and then send 'em on to turn a few 

more tricks for me. I've got six girls 

on the books right now, the youngest 

one in the second year of junior high. 

The most I give any of the girls for a 

job is 5,000 yen for the prettiest and 

2,000 yen for the dogs. Sometimes, 

I make the dogs work together with 

the pretty ones in threesomes so I 

can ·bump up the selling price. I look 

after their food and travel costs. My 

boyfriend's in a local gang, so he's 

go the go ahead from the yakuza." 

In one of Chou-Chou's many 

wrenching scenes, Tsuda sighs and 

says, "Lately, when I think of men I 

think of customers." 

The message from Chou-Chou 

was that while all of this happens 

onscreen, the parents and teachers 

were clueless. 

Suicide: 
Continued from page 5 

typical, according to Bookish. The 

male-dominated Japanese society 

viewed all involvement with social 

supportive networks as shameful. 

These networks included talk groups, 

social workers and psychologists. 

Anyone who used any of these ser

vices are considered weak. 

Bookish's point rung true when 

Gorgeous faced the question of why 

Japanese men declined to be inter

viewed for this report. "What's good 

if you are telling everyone and they 

offered nothing in return-no solu

tion to the problem? Talking to (psy

chologists) is pathetic. You are just 

wasting your time (with them) instead 

of using that time to think of the solu-

tion yourself." 

About ten minutes later, the con

versation with Gorgeous took another 

turn. Suddenly, everything she said 

subsequently contradicted what she 

said earlier. 

"I don't want to die (young)," she 

reflected on the possibilities of future 

suicide attempts on her life. "I wanted 

to die (as) an old woman." 

Though she did not explicitly 

acknowledge her change of mind, 

Gorgeous rejected her earlier state

ment about Japanese life as constitut

ing "survival of the fittest." 

SO, WHO CARES? 
Listening to stories from Garbo 

and Gorgeous, and reading anony

mous postings on Web sites like 

SoulHarbor make many wonder 

what the Tokyo government is doing 

to address the issue. Indeed several 

developments last June have signi

fied that Japan seeks solutions. The 

Health Ministry has proposed many 

amendments to its budget, aiming to 

cut the national number of suicides 

by 20 percent. Setting aside 200 mil

lion yen over the next five years, the 

goal is to have no more than 22,000 

deaths each year by 2010. 

The project is also looking for 

Womanhood: 
Continued from page 4 

will never show it. 
But to be a Japanese working 

wife is to do the impossible task. 

Aside from all of the house chores, 

she must wait outside of his nightly 

shower with a cold beer ready, pour 

his coffee, fetch his cigarettes, and 

peel his fruits. After all of that, she 

has to muster enough affection and 

stamina for sex. What will it be like if 
she has to tend a kid or two? 

According to Haruka, the only 

way to be a career woman is to stay 

single, provided that you can waive 

off the onslaught of insult coming 

from both the men at your workplace 

and the women in your ranks for your 

unconventional status. 

"Men and women these days are 

going their separate ways, interact

ing and understanding each other 

less," Doi writes as she accounts 

stories of women planning life 

long-term solutions, to address the 

real, underlying causes of suicide: 

depression and work-related stress. 

Some solutions have already been 

successfully applied in Akita, lwate, 

Aomori and Kagoshima prefectures, 

the Asahi Shimbun reports. Reach

ing out to the victims is the goal. 

Strengthening communication lines 

between each prefecture is the tool. 

On the phone, Bookish sounds 

both surprised yet mildly skepti

cal about the government's effort to 

address the issue. He is even more 

skeptical of the Japanese citizens 

willingness to address the issue. He 

noted, "That's great, but are they 

going to use the services?" 

Having all of these changes would 

not matter much for Smiley. Sitting 

outside of Koa, she is cheery. During 

the conversation, she couldn't stop 

giggling. No troubled childhood here, 

she said. Sure, bullies came and took 

her lunch money but she did not let 

them affect her. What's more, her par

ents placed little expectations on her. 

Or maybe that could be the one bene

fit, she said, of being the middle child. 

Smiley said the reason why the 

"people in Japan (were) all sick" was 

because they have to work hard to 

keep up with the cost of living and to 

send their kids to the best schools

perhaps because they worry all of the 

time. Still, like Gorgeous and Garbo, 

Smiley does not buy into the Western 

idea of sharing her experience with 

anyone, period. 

"They have to figure out the prob

lem themselves," she said. "If a friend 

tell me that they think of suicide, I 

would say 'do it."' 

People who call their friends 

asking for advice just called to hear 

the obvious, the girls said. Gorgeous 

added, "My friend called me one 

time after she cut her wrists, and I 

told her, 'Obviously you did not cut 

deep enough."' 

For Smiley, it helps to stay 
detached because what worked for 

her thus far-what got her here 

unscathed was the attitude of "dou 

demo ii"-"I don't care." 

ahead without the inclusion of 

spouses. She says the sharply rising 

rate of divorces for middle-age and 

elderly couples can only be a sign 

that women reject spending their 

retirement with "self-centered" 

husbands. Some even spent huge 

sums of their personal savings to 

buy a separate grave lot, stating 

their intolerance toward being tied 

to their counterparts for eternity. 

"Even so, Japanese men still don't 

seem to get it," Doi concludes. She 

points to a statement made by former 

Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori at a 

recent shoshika forum. His solution: 

the government should deny public 

pensions to those women who did not 

bear any children since it is a govern

ment's "way to thank them for their 

hard work." 

Many men applaud when Mori 

said, "It is wrong, for women who 

haven't had a single child to ask for 

taxpayer money when they get old, 

after having enjoyed their freedom 

and had fun." 
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Shimabukuro 

Jake Shimabukuro 
jams on his 'uke 

Former KCC student and ukulele 

sensation, Jake Shimabukuro will 

offer a solo ukulele concert for stu

dents, faculty and staff on campus. 

The Sony artist is well known 

throughout the Hawaiian Islands and 

Japan. The concert is free and open 

to the public, to be held in the cafe on 

Nov. 28 from 12 p.m. - 1 p.m. 

Week-long Daejang
geum Symposium 

From Nov. 7-12 the UH Center 

for Korean Studies will host a sym

posium on one of the most popu

lar shows in Korean drama history, 

"Daejanggeum." A daylong series 

of panel discussions on Nov. 11 will 

feature academics, practitioners and 

related performances. The other days 

will feature Korean cooking instruc

tion and demonstration, film show

ing, and traditional Korean music 

performances. In conjunction with 

Peace Day on Nov. 10, a forum titled 

"Peace on the Korean Peninsula" will 

feature a discussion of the current sit

uations of the Korean peninsula. For 

more information, call the Center for 

Korean Studies at 956-7041. 

Local hip-hop events 
open to students 

A hip-hop event organized by 

the Campus Center Board Activities 

Council at UH will feature live local 

hip-hop acts, DJs, emcees, urban art 

exhibit, live paint demo, beat boxing 

and break dancing. The event will 

take place on Nov. 10 at 9:30p.m. and 

Nov. 11 at 1 a.m. in the UH Campus 

Center Courtyard. Admission is free 

to students with a valid fall 2005 ID in 

the UH system. For more information, 

contact Jacob Miyasato at 754-2149. 

International guest 
speaker on Avian Flu 

The bird flu has caused widespread 

panic due to fear that the virus may be 

fatal to humans if mutated. A presen

tation by Dr. Koh Kheng Lian, profes

sor of law at the National University 

of Singapore will attempt to raise 

biosecurity and biodiversity conser

vation issues, including recommen

dations for solutions. The event will 

take place on Nov. 18 from 12 p.m. 

- 1 p.m. at the UH John A. Bums Hall 

2012, 2nd floor. For more information, 

contact Kristin Uyemura via e-mail at 

uyemurak@eastwestcenter.org. 
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Asian studies program benefits students, unique to KCC 
By Paige Jimbo 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Kapiolani Community College is the 

only college in the country that offers 

students the opportunity to receive an 
academic subject certificate in Asian 

studies. The Asian studies program here 

at KCC is now fine-tuned and ready for 

new members, offering academic cre

dentials for a student's Associates in 
Arts (AA) degree with an Asian focus. 

However, a student is not required 

to have their AA or be going for their 

AA in order to go for the Asian stud

ies certificate. The certificate is inde

pendent of the AA degree but is also 

designed in a way where a student does 
not have to take any extra classes out

side the AA course requirements. 

When the students graduate from 

the program they receive a diploma and 

an official academic certificate in Asian 

studies that goes onto their transcripts. 
In addition, the program also offers 

KCC students the opportunities of study

ing the languages and cultures of Asia. 

"If you're in a program like this 

a student's likelihood for success 

increases," said Eric Denton, Asian 

studies advisor and coordinator, and 
religion teacher at KCC. "Having this 

certificate will never hurt you to have." 

The Asian studies program was 

first started in 1996 by Carl Hefner. 
The first batch of students graduated in 

spring 2005. 
"Like any new program, when it 

starts out it needs to be developed. 

Once it's in place it needs to be fully 
developed and then fine-tuned, which 

is what we've been doing," Julie Ran-

cilio said. 
Rancilio teaches Asian civilization 

at KCC and is also currently devel

oping an Asian studies club for next 

semester. 
Denton and Rancilio agree that the 

reason KCC is able to have a program like 

this is because KCC is fortunate enough 

to have faculty that have the Asian exper

tise. They feel that it's unique that a com- · 

munity college has such diverse offerings 

of specific Asian courses. 

"We are really fortunate to have 

Asian experts that we can draw upon. 

But we also have a great community to 

be a part of in terms of lots of oppor

tunities to interact with the Asian com

munity. There's a lot of faculty and 

community activities to bring every

thing together," Rancilio said. 

Jana Coloma, 19, is a psychology 

Riots outside Paris flame into second week 

ERIC TRAVERS I EUROPEAN PRESSPHOTO AGENCY 

A group of youths danced around a car they had set on fire in a Paris working-class district Wednesday night, the seventh 
night of clashes. As of Friday, the violence has continued for the eighth night. According to CNN, the riot destroyed more 
than 400 vehicles , including two dozen of buses near Versailles. Despite French President Jacques Chirac's call for calm 
after almost a week of riots in north-east Paris, unrest continues to flare after two North African teenagers were electro
cuted. Though locals say they are fleeing from police, authorities denied the claims. 

major who thinks that having a cer

tificate like this will give her the edge 

that will make future employers take a 

second look at her application. 

"This program sounds awesome. I 

never knew that KCC had a program 

like this. I've always liked learning 

about Asian history and the fact that 

I can get a certificate that focuses on 

Asian subjects is great," Coloma said 

This semester, there are currently 

35 students pursuing the academic cer

tificate in Asian studies. Denton and 

Rancilio hope for more as students start 

to become more aware of the program. 

They hope to have at least 50 students 

a semester to join the program and five 

graduating a semester. 
Any student is eligible for this pro

gram. Those interested should contact 

Eric Denton, the program's advisor. 

Registration: 
Continued from page 1 

receive a printout. The printout will 

contain a description of the students 

and what occupations may fit the stu

dents ' personality. 

While registering, students should 

keep in mind the course load they 

are taking and pay close attention 

to the courses they are registering 

for. According to Pagotto, students 

should try to get a variety of courses 

and not weigh themselves down with 

too many intensive courses. 

"Try to balance the courses that 

you take so that you are not taking all 

of one kind of course," Pagotto said. 

For more info rmation about advising 

and counseling contact information 

or visit http://www.kcc.hawaii.edu/ 

support/counsel. For the schedule 

of classes and important dates visit 

http :I lwww.kcc .hawaii.edu!academ

ics/ schedule/. 

Program offers assistance and support to single parents 
By Jae Sun Lee 
STAFF WRITER 

In her first semester in 2003, Keri 
I wahiro, a single mother who returned 

to KCC 13 years after dropping out of 

college, was not confident about her 

school life. Iwahiro, 32, has two sons, 

six and ten years old, and is now sure 
about her future career in the health 

industry, majoring in respiratory care 

with help from the Single Parents and 
Displaced Homemakers Program. 

"I feel that the Single Parents Pro

gram has been significant to my suc
cess at KCC," I washiro said. 

She has received not only text
book assistance but also the courage 

to keep going from the Single Parents 
Program. 

"It gave me peace of mind to know 

there are the program and people to 
help and support me." 

According to Cathy Wehrman, 

coordinator of the program, the 

Single Parents and Displaced Home

makers Program is federally funded 

' ' It gave me peace 
of mind to know 
there are the pro
gram and people 
to help and sup
port me. 
- Keri lwahiro, KCC student 

parents and displaced homemakers by 

helping them gain an education and 

marketable skills. Wehrman said the 
target of this program is for people 

with low income. 

"It helps them come to school and 
have economic self-sufficiency," she 

said. 

A single parent with custody of a 

minor child, or a person who has lost 

divorce, separation, disability or death ~ Somera said. 

of spouse is eligible for this program. She recalled the biggest challenge 

The program offers textbook assistance 

for any major and child care assistance 

at the KCC campus childcare, the Alani 

Children's Center for vocational major 

students, and financial aid information 

including scholarships. Textbook assis
tance is the most attractive among the 

benefits, because textbooks are expen

sive, according to Wehrman. Cbildcar~. 

aid is also helpful for single parent stu

dents, but it is limited to the vocational 
majors such as nursing, culinary, or 

legal program students but not for stu

dents in the liberal arts program. 

Naomi Somera, faculty member 

of KCC, was one of the beneficiaries 
of the Single Parents Program. When 

Somera went to KCC as a single 

mother student in 1994, she had three 
children ranged in age from three 

to nine years old. Somera said she 

received textbook assistance, child
care aid, and various academic and 

financial support. 

"It would have taken me longer to 

as a single parent student was child

care, but in addition to addressing her 

childcare needs, the Single Parent 
Program also gives people useful 

academic and financial resources. 
Wehrman defined the program as · 

"information broker." It has not only 

scholarship information but also hous

ing, child care resource, even legal 

resources for divorce. There are 200 

students who sign up for the program 
each semester, and 2-3 percent out of 

them is male, according to Wehrman. 

This month's information sessions 
for the Single Parents and Displaced 

Homemakers Program will be held on 

Nov. 9 10:30 - 11 :30 am. and Nov. 
21 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. at !lima 202A. A 

Single Parent Scholarship Workshop 

also will be held Nov. 17 12- 2 p.m. at 

the same place. The participants need 
to sign up for the workshop in advance. 

The Single Parents and Displaced 

Homemakers Program office is at !lima 
104, its hours are 9 am. to 4 p.m. and 

and has, for 20 years, assisted single the main source of income because of graduate, if there were no program." their contact number is 734-9500. 

... 
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INTERNATIONAL WEEK 
EVENTS' CALENDAR 

Monday, Nov. 14 

8:30-9:00 Olapa 106 French Cul

ture Presentation by Mariam Rowlett, 
student of French 10 1. 

9:15-10:30 Olona 115 "Beer and 

Chocolate: What makes Belgium 

tick?" Barbara Ross, KCC Social Sci

ences reflects on her recent trip and 
the role of International Institutions 

in today's global society. 
"Senegal" Cheryl Souza, KCC 

Associate Professor of Art recently 

traveled to this fascinating country and 

will speak about Senegalese culture. 

10:45-12:00 TBA The German 

Educational System, a talk by HPU 
student David Schwarzer who will 

talk about his personal life experi
ences at home and abroad. 

12:00-1 :00 Olapa 205-Fla

menco and Sevillanas-Carlos Tome 
&.friends-KCC Spanish Club. 

Tuesday, Nov.15 

1 0:45-12:00 Olona 201 Muslim 
Societies of Asia-Dr. Dru Gladney, 

UHM Asian Studies. 

11 :30-12:30 Ohia Cafeteria-La 
Tuna. Six troubador musicians from 

Spain visiting Hawai'i will sing tra

ditional serenade songs, tell stories, 

and play various stringed instruments 

including guitar, mandolin, and lute. 
12:15-1:30 Olona 201 -World 

Affairs, Ambassador Alvin Adams, 
Honorary Consul of Peru. 

11 :00-12:00 Diahi 129 Interna-

Gas: 
Continued from page 2 

This is a law that needs to be 
repealed or at least amended so that 

Hawaii's drivers won't continue 

to be the unfortunate recipients of 
unnecessary price hikes and an unre

liable market. It makes sense to base 

our prices on Mainland states in the 

BACl(PAGE 
tional Cafe: Zimbabwe and Africa 

Today. One of the seven wonders of 

the world, the magnificent Victoria 

Falls is in Zimbabwe. Dinsilinzhe 

Ncube, a KCC student from Zimbabwe 

will share insights into his fascinating 

home, Zimbabwe and the challenges 

and promises of Africa Today. 

12:00-1 :00 lliabi 129 Interna
tional Cafe: Bulgaria, The Hidden 

Jewel of Europe. Orpheus came from 

Bulgaria, the hidden jewel of Europe. 
KCC Assistant Professor of Japanese, 

Linda Fujikawa went to Bulgaria on a 

Fulbright scholarship and will share 

the beauty and challenges facing Bul

garia today, a crossroad of cultures 
and time. 

VVednesday,Nov. 16 

Japan, Zimbabwe and many more! 

Learn some new recipes to spice up 

your life! 
1:00-2:00 Iliahi 129 International 

Cafe: Hong Kong Today w/ ASL 

Signing By Cheryl Yee. Matthew 

Chew just returned from his home, 

Hong Kong, with exciting sights and 

up to date info on Hong Kong today. 
Matthew and Cheryl are deaf KCC 

students who have been volunteer

ing at the International Cafe for two 
semesters teaching ASL so you '11 

have a chance to not only learn about 
Hong Kong but Cheryl will sign for 

Matthew and help you learn some 

ASLtoo. 

Thursday, Nov. 17 

12:00-2:00 KCC Ohia Cafete-

9:15-10:30 Ohia 118-Butter- ria: World Expo- Enjoy ourfascinat-
flies: Gender Issues in Asian Societ

ies, Dr. Christine Yano, UHM. 

9:30-1 0:00 Olapa 106-History 
of Cameroon by KCC student Elad 

Ngujede. 
11:00-12:00 Olapa 211-Clri

nese Music (Jiacheng Chen) and 

Travels though China (Robert John
son). 

12:00-2:00 Iliahi 129 Inter

national Cafe: Come and see what 

we do at the International Cafe, 

an award-winning international 
service learning center of KCC! 

12:00-1:00 Iliahi 129 Interna

tional Cafe: Taste the World! Taste 
samples of cooking from various 

countries presented by students 
from all over the world! Romania, 

Republic of Georgia, China, Korea, 

same market as us, and I don't see 

one reason, other than an· unwilling

ness to fix the mistake, why legisla

tors should not improve this law. 

As of now, the gas cap is reminis
cent of another recent law that was 

repealed shortly after its institution, 

the van cam law. As far as idiocy and 
senselessness are concerned, both 
seem to be pretty equal in propor

tion. In fact, the only major differ-

ing world by "traveling" from table 

to table at Kapi 'olani Community 
College, Cafeteria. 

Ongoing presentations by students 

in Chinese, Korean and Japanese 298, 
Learning in Application, International 

Cafe, Political Science, Japanese 

Animation, Hawaiian/ ASL/Foreign 
Languages classes and students from 

Zimbabwe, Dinsilinzhe Ncube, East 

Timor, Lucas Serrao Lopes, Sri Lanka, 
lndrajit Gunasekara, Hong Kong, 

Matthew Chew, Republic of Geor
gia, Otar Makhasashivili, Okinawa, 

Rehito loami Sho Shimabukuro, and 

Shingen Tamashiro, Romania, Adina 
Wakayama, and more! 

Experience "Chado," the Japanese 

Tea Ceremony with Sumi Miyauchi, 

Naomi Homma, Maki Shimodozono, 

ence that I see is that one is still in 
existence-and of course, it isn't the 

one that they invested the millions of 
dollars worth of equipment in. 

Think of ALTRES as the starting point for 
life after college. We let you test drive great 

jobs, careers and industries. And. we place 
more people permanently in HawaWs top 
companies than any other firm. There's no fee 
or obligation for our services. For a good job 
atter you graduate. cafl us. 

Ill 
Hawai 'i 's Employment Expert 

• Office/Professional • Industrial 
• Technical • Medical 

Honolulu • Pearl City • Hilo • Kona 

791-7216 
altres.com/10079 

Azusa Yamamoto, Masami Ogawa, 

and Ryoichi Hasegawa. Try your hand 

at Japanese "Shodo" Calligraphy with 

ChieArai. 

French Classes will present infor

mation on French Culture including 
bread & cheese under the direction of 

KCC French Instructor Renee Arnold. 

Learn about Joseph Heco, the first 
Japanese to become an American citi

zen Find out information about how 

you can study abroad on KCC tuition 

from students who just returned from 

life transforming experiences! 

Get involved with the Ewa Lirnu 

Project and restore the ocean ecosys

tem. Relax and have fun with some 
international music, pampering with 

shiatsu massage, Vietnamese nail art, 

and Karma fortune card reading by 

Bruce Nakamura and the students of 

the International Cafe. 

10:45-12:00 Olona 201-Paki

stan and Afghanistan, Dr. Syed 

Aslam, Freeman Visiting Scholar, 

Asian Studies, UHM. 

12:1 S-1 :30 Olona 201-The UN 

and International Terrorism , Dr. Car

oline Stevenson, UHM. 
12:1 S-1 :30 Kalia 201- Islamic 

Art - Dr. Barbara Saromines-Ganne, 

Professor of Art, Leeward. 
1:45-3:00 Kalia 201-Islamic 

Beliefs and Practices, Dr. Karim 
Khan, Professor of History, Leeward. 

For more information on Interna

tional Education Week, contact Carl 

Hefner at hefner@hawaii.edu or 

734-9715. 
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