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2006 - 2007 Student 
Congress selected 
By Thomas Duarte 
NEWS EDITOR 

'2006-2007 

» Aaron Akau 

»Elias Nakahara ··· 

>>·Liana Hofschneider 
;.:,. . 

. ~?Jan!lle T~graa .. , · 

The new Student Congress for 
the 2006-2007 school year was 
announced on Thursday, April 27. 
This semester 's Student Congress 
election was done onHne through the 
MyUH Portal, and also gave students 
a chance to fi II out a survey about 
the issues that the campus faces. 
The online election was adminis
tered by the information technology 
services (ITS) at the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa, which also con
trols the Manoa online elections. 

"It is the first time we have done 
an online election and we had some 
snags along the way, but all in all 
it went well," said Interim Student 
Congress Adviser Paul Clur. 

' ' 
Phi Theta Kappa nationally recognized 

The student survey, which was 
administered online alongside the 
elections, gave students an online 
forum to voice their concerns. Stu
dents were surveyed about what they 
thought were the three main issues 
facing the campus, and were also able 
to write in issues of concern. 

The two issues receiving the most 
votes from KCC students were park
ing and transfer credits to UH Manoa. 
From the survey, Student Congress 
will be able to decide what could 
receive funding and what needs to 
be presented to the administration. 

"The survey is a big part of put
ting together the issues the Student 
Congress will work on addressing," 
Clur said. "Student Congress cannot 
address all the issues in the survey, 
although the issues that received the 
most votes will most likely take pri
ority, but the new Student Congress 
will determine the priority." 

The mission of Student Congress 
is to advocate student concerns and 
represent the entire student body. 
They are the voice of the student 
body and have the ability to present 
the issues and concerns of students to 
the administration. 

"Students should care about 
Student Congress because it is the 

Students should 

care about Student 

Congress because it 

is the body_ and the 
venue for making a 

difference ... in your 

college experience 
- Liana Hofschneider, Student 
Congress member 

member Liana Hofschneider. 
Hofschneider went on to say 

that she hopes to improve the com
munication of information pertain
ing to campus happenings as weJl as 
improve services to the students. 

A portion of the student activity 
fees as well as a portion of the money 
collected from vending machines 
throughout campus is used to fund 
Student Congress. With this funding 
Congress is able to pay for services 
on campus, such as on-campus wire
less access and for this semester the 
Holomua tutoring for 100 and above 
level classes. 

According to Clur, Student Con
gress decided to fund the additional 

KCC Honors 
students receive 
national award in 
Seattle, WA. 
By Roxane Caires 
VISUALS EDITOR 

Kapiolani Community Col
lege 's Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
chapter returned home from the 
International Phi Theta Kappa 
Convention in Seattle, WA, with 
several honorable awards. Alpha 
Kappa Psi, KCC's Phi Theta 
Kappa chapter was placed among 
the Top 100 Chapters. 

A Regional Milestone Award 
was presented to the Pacific 
Region, which includes eight 
chapters in Hawaii, one in Amer
ican Samoa, one in Guam and a 
recently added chapter in Palau. 
Current KCC professor Charlotte 
Toguchi is the Pacific Region 
Coordinator responsible for moti
vating, encouraging and keeping 
the 11 chapters informed. The 
Regional Milestone Award was 
awarded to the Pacific Region in 
recognition of a renewed enthu
siasm in the programs run by Phi 
Theta Kappa. The awards cere
mony recognized many individu-

body and the venue for making a tutoring because there was a need als and chapters internationally, 
difference, both for educational and for it. The next step, he said, is to however, only KCC and HCC 
personal growth in your college expe- chapters attended the conference 
rience," said new Student Congress BACKPAGE: Congress, page 8 from Hawaii. 

Cheeky feds! No canta espanola 

LAWRENCE JENKINS/PTK.ORG 

Madeline Albright speaks at the 2006 International Phi Theta Kappa conference 
in Seattle, WA. 

In recognition of her efforts 
and leadership abilities, KCC 
chapter member Christine Tooher 
was presented with a Distin
guished Chapter Officer Award on 
the international level. Nomina
tions are held by local chapters to 
honor Chapter Officers who show 
a significant degree of motivation 
and involvement in leadership 
and service. Tooher was among 
about 25 students worldwide to 
be honored with this award. 

The Phi Theta Kappa Interna-

Mystery 

tional Convention also conducted 
various workshops highlighting 
chapter promotion, fundraising 
and leadership skills for atten
dant members. Several renowned 
speakers also attended, including 
Madeline Albright and Cookie 
Albright. Phi Theta Kappa is an 
honor society for two-year col
leges, which recognizes schol
arly excellence and promotes 
leadership and community ser-

BACKPAGE: Phi Theta, page 8 

Looks don't last 
The FBI secretly sought information on 3,501 
U.S. citizens without a court order by using 
what's known as a National Security Letter. 

President Bush is against singing the national 
anthem in Spanish. A Spanish verision called 
"Nuestro Himno" was recently released. 

At least 400 dead dolphins were found on 
Zanzibar's northern coastline. It is unclear 
what killed them. 

Jessica Alba is saving money for when the 
audience turns on her. 

Full Story @ www.ap.org Full Story @ www.reuters.com Full Story @ www.ap.org Full Story @ www.onion.com 
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Immigrants: A new 
American delicacy 

POLITICALLY 
CHALLENGED 

efficient, it will feed hungry 
Americans and serve as popula
tion control. 

by Paul Kolbe Eating Mexican or getting 
Chinese takeo ut will take on a 
whole new meaning . It will no 

There is a quite simpl e solu- longer be a matter of sati atin g 
tion to the controversial issue of 
immigration, and that is simply 
to eat the immigrants. Not all of 
them of course. Just one or two 
per family will suffice . 

Think of it as a tax to enter 
this great land. We shall call it 
the "Swift Tax." Named after 
author Jonathan Swift , who once 
had a similar idea for dealing 
with the Irish. 

It would be fairly simple to 
implement this Swift Tax upon 
all immigrants . Each family will 
have to give up their fir st-born 
upon entrance. Families with 
children · of four or more will 
have to· give up two children , 

one must be a daughter, should 
they have one. This will serve 
the purpose of preventing breed
ing amongst these non-natives in 
addition to providing extra stores 
of food for the more impover
ished natives. 

Not only will this new legal
ized form of immigration be 

hunger, but one of civi c duty: 
Help secure our borders by 
eating Carne Asad a thighs and 
Kung Pao buttocks. 

There will also be a market 
for the more exotic of meal s: 
Indonesian fingertip s, and toes 
of African refugees. Filet Mon
golian and Turkish delight. The 
possibilities are endless , as are 
th e dreams for these fortunate 
immigrants . 

It may seem as if the price 
to come to thi s land will be a 
heavy one - perhaps too heavy 
for some. But all dreams demand 
sacrifice in order to be realized. 
And the few who make the sacri
fice will also find the added ben
efit of less mouths to feed and 
easier mobility. 

America will take "your tired, 

your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free," and 
we will ask only one thing in 

return: 
Feed us! 

'"' . ., '"ama 1 .1,.~ , '·.··· . 
·. 4303 Diamond Head Rd. 
,Honolulu, Hawai;j;96816' 

,.,., , '"'"····•·~"'~' 734-9120 !.Fax: (808) 7?4-928..? ,, 
kapfo@h<;iw?ii~edu ' · 

SPEAKOUT 

What are your plans for the summer? 

Montana Blake: Surfing, lots 
of surfing and weddings. 

Sakino Hikichi: Go back to 
Japan maybe, and go clubbing. 

Irin Lenchanko: Work, and go 
to the beach. 

Mahealani Liborio: Working, 
saving money for next semester. 

Terence Mar: Not going to 
school, and playing tennis. 

Vic Perretta: Working and 
going to my best friend's 
wedding. · 

Do you need help with your resume? 
If so, then the Job Placement Office can help. 

1:00-5:00 p.m., Manono room #113 

Outrigger Hotels and Resorts 
Projects Accounting Assistant Part time 

Apply on line at www.outrigger.com 
Or in person at 
Ohana East Hotel 
Human Resources Service Center 
2375 Kuhio Ave.Honolulu 

Internship: Kahala Super Grooming 
Administrative Assistant 

20 hours a week/mostly weekends 
No monetary compensation for at least 3 months 
Possible future employment as an Asst. Manager 
Contact: Yuko Sofge @ 943 9334 

Hawaiian Waters Adventure Park 
Summer Hire Recruitment Day 

May 6th 9:00am - 1:OOpm 
On site interviews in the park. 

Punahou Fitness and Spa 
Night Cleaner M/W IF 

5:00PM-I O:OOPM 
$7.50 hr. + Spa privileges 
Call 949 0029 

AMASSE CAPITAL LLC 
Receptionist -pr /FT 

Secretaries/ Assistants PT /FT 
Fax resume 808 203 5521 

IMMEDIATE OPENING 
SACCOCCIO & LOPEZ Attorneys at Law 

Part-Time Paralegal/Legal Assistant position with North Shore law firm. Duties include drafting 
pleadings, responses, correspondence and discovery, calendaring, legal research, contact with clients, 
filing and light office administration work. 

No phone calls please. Fax resumes to (808) 637-4490 by April 28th. 
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Experience is key to success 
By Diane S.W. Lee 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Never did I imagine I'd spend 
three years of my life at Kapi
olani Community College (KCC). 
In fact, I never planned to attend 
college in the first place! My 
friends confidently applied to 
schools on the mainland, while I, 
on the other hand, did not bother. 
Unlike my peers, I was confident 
that I'd get rejected. Several of 
my classmates graduated with 
honors as I barely even made it 
out of high school! But with the 
guidance of my strict Chinese 
mother, I enrolled in community 
college . Fortunately, the open 
admissions policy at KCC offered 
me immediate acceptance, on the 
condition that I acquire all neces
sary immunization shots. 

Despite the slew of criticism 
I received from relatives for 
attending a community college 
as opposed to a four-year univer
sity, I quickly found my niche in 
the community-like atmosphere. 
During my first semester, I regis
tered for six courses. In between 
classes, I worked on campus at 
my first paying job. Friends, co
workers and even acquaintances 

nicknamed me "lolo" or in plain 
English: crazy. Yet, I finally did 
something that I had never done 
before in high school - study. 

Many students apply to pres
tigious colleges and universi
ties to conform to the norm and 
often times because their par
ents insist they attend a well
known university to acquire high 
paying careers. Although attend
ing a well-known university may 
improve one's chances of finding 
work, a career is not guaranteed 
upon graduation. 

Students who are accepted 
,to Ivy League universities often 
have more than just stellar grades 
to pad their college applications, 
but life experiences as well. Some 
of the most-selective universities 
like Yale and Stanford have been 
turning away even top student 
applicants, despite their quali
fications. According to a recent 
article in the Washington Post, 
many well-known colleges and 
universities have reported record 
low acceptance rates. Colleges 
want more than just outstanding 
grades from its applicants; extra
curricular activities , community 
service and work experience is 
expected. 

I may not attend an Ivy League 

university, but the quality of 
education and experiences I've 
received at KCC was worth the 
risk. I've met fascinating people 
along the way: teachers whom I 
respect and admire; classmates, 
co-workers and interview sub
jects turned friends - many of 
whom I would've never met oth

erwise if I had not attended a 
two-year college. The school I 
choose to attend will not deter
mine my future or level of suc
cess, but what I accomplish while 
I'm there will. I can finally say 
that I've exhausted every avail
able opportunity on campus. 

As I look back, I wonder how 
I was able to survive college 
and not to mention , four i ncred
ibly long years of high school. 
Although presently, I am not an 
honors student, I am proud to 
say that I was accepted to all the 
mainland schools I've applied 
to. I will be transferring to my 
first choice university for the 
fall semester. After obtaining a 
certificate or degree , many com
munity college studen,J:s make the 
mistake of thinking that it's the 
end of their education. For me, 
however, graduating from KCC 
is only the beginning of my long
winded journey. 

Solicitors can take a walk 
By Sarah Pacheco 
KA LEO 0 HAWAII 

Solicitors. The word alone annoys 
me. It's not just that solicitors interrupt 
life at the most inopportune times, but 
it's also that they are persistent. They 
will not take no for an answer. 

Answering the phone only to hear 
the voice of a telemarketer can be a 
bother. However, there are many inge
nious ways to avoid wasting half an hour 
of your life explaining to Rob from Ten
nessee that you do not want to change 
your long-distance telephone plan. 

The obvious excuse is to say, "You 
have the wrong number," before the 
telemarketer starts his spiel. I espe
cially enjoy using this excuse when 
my last name is mispronounced. 
Sorry, Sarah Pasheeakoo does not 
live here. Another easy means of get
ting off the phone is to use the old 
too-busy-to-chat line and hang up. 

However, some people fall prey to 
these tele-vultures. The thought that 
this is someone's job, that he needs to 
call up an absolute stranger and nag 
until he gets a new customer, makes 
me sad. My mother is one of these 
people who takes pity on telemarket
ers and continues the conversation 
because she: A. cannot come up with a 
good excuse for getting off the phone 
and B. cannot forcefully say "no 
thanks, not interested, good-bye.': 

While these tactics are successful 
with people over the phone, it. fails 
when the solicitor meets you face to 
face. What do you say when some 

' ' The charities or 
organizations 
pick out the 
best-looking, 
most innocent
appearing 
individuals to 
go out into the 
merciless world 
of suburbia and 
.ask otherwise 
stingy strangers 
for a check. 

stranger comes knocking at your door 
to ask for a donation to a cause in 
which you're not that interested? The 
excuses of, "Sorry, wrong house," or 
"I don't live here, can't help you," 
probably won't work. 

You could not answer the door 
and hide behind a chair until they 
get tired and leave. But door-to-door 
solicitors are crafty. The other day 
I was ambushed while I was wash
ing my car. I was tired, soapy and 

not looking my best when someone 
came up the driveway asking for my 
money. In return I would get a news
letter every month telling me how 
much they need more of my money 
to help save the universe. I really did 
not want to contribute to this organi
zation, but the look on the person's 
face was begging for a donation. I 
knew this is all part of the plan. 

The charities or organizations 
pick out the best-looking, most 
innocent-appearing individuals to 
go out into the merciless world of 
suburbia and ask otherwise stingy 
strangers for a check. It's the Girl 
Scouts complex. Girl Scouts stake 
out the exits to supermarkets and 
pounce right as people try to run 
to their cars. You can't say no to 
a cute, cherub-faced child. If you 
do, you have no soul. This is why I 
could never be a Girl Scout: I didn't 
want to make people feel soulless. 
And I wasn't a very cute kid. 

Solicitors are trying to make a 
living, just like most other people 
in the adult world. There are jobs 
that need workers, workers who 
need jobs, so on and so forth. I 
know people who have been or 
are currently solicitors and hate 
their job because they know how 
much it irritates people. But that 
doesn't mean I'm going to support 
the industry. The next time I get a 
call asking if someone 18 or older 
can come to the phone to receive an 
amazing deal on car insurance, I'll 
say, "I'm sorry. I'm 1-5." 

This week in the funnies 
A selection of comics from 

the national newstand 
Provided by Copley News Service 

RETIRED 
6£NE!?AL.s 

WHfJ SfiP!t:Wr 

IXJM 
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CAMPUS& 
COMMUNITY BRIEFS 

School supplies drive 

TEACH Hawaii, the Single 

Parent & Displaced Homemakers 
Program and Service Learning, 

is requesting donations of school 

supplies for children and youth in 
the community. Some of the school 

supplies requested are pencil s, 

pens, crayons, color markers, eras
ers, rulers, glue, sci ssors, folders, 

binders and backpacks. The drive 

continues through May 12. Cash 
donations are also welcomed. Drop 

off sites are located in Ilima 210, 

Ilima 104 and Olona 213 . 

Single parents, 
homemakers session 

To help families overcome chal

lenges, an informational session 

will be held for single parents and 
displaced homemakers. The session 

will offer information on returning 

to school and tips on how to gain 

marketable skills for the today's job 

market .. . The sessions will take place 

on May 4? from 1:30-2:30 p.m. and 
May 10 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. in 
!lima 202A. 

Disability Leadership 
Institute 

The National Technical Assis
tance Center for Asian Americans and 

Pacific Islanders with Disabilities and 

part of the Center on Disability Stud

ies sponsors the Disability Leader
ship Institute. The institute's purpose 

is to share best practices, employ

ment success stories, including tips 
for improving employment oppor

tunities for persons with disabilities. 

Consumers , vocational rehabilitation 

counselors and panels of employers 
who have hired persons with disabili

ties will be present at the event, which 

is scheduled for May 8 from 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. at the Hilton Hawaiian 

Village, Tapa Ballroom. The event is 

free and open to the public. To pre
register for the event, visit the Web 

site at www.ntac.hawaii.edu. For 

more information, contact Christine 
Su at 956-2890 or via e-mai l at chris
tine.su @cds. hawaii.edu. 

Library study hours 
extended 

Library building hours will be 
extended for study hall on May 5, 

4:00p.m.- 6:00 p. m.; May 6, 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m.; and May 7, 12 -

6:00 p.m. The following services 
such as photocopying, printing, 

book checkout, laptop checkout, 

course reserves, campus ID desk 
and business desk . 

Study with a buddy 

Students are encouraged to bring 

their "buddy" to study for final exams. 

The study session will take place in 
the Ohia cafeteria on May 7 - May 

.8 from 6 p.m.-midnight. Snacks and 

refreshments will be provided for by 

Student Activities. 

CAMPUS OCCURENCES 

BURMESE CHIN LON 

DIANE S.W. LEE /THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS 

Students from the International Cafe and Carl Hefner's Asian Perspectives class practice the Burmese game of Chinlon on the Great 
Lawn. The group meets every Friday at 1:45 p.m. and Wednesday at 3:15p.m. All students are invited to the group in the non-competi
tive sport. 

BEIJING OPERA 

DIANE S.W. LEE I THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS 

Buck and Doreen Freeman attended the event, which was held on Friday, 
April28. 

' .... '•, .· 

DIANE S.W. LEE I THE KAPIO NEWS PRESS 

Students of spring 2006 intensive Chinese class performed a Beijing Opera, 
"Journey of the West" for crowds of spectators. 

DIANE S.W.LEE /THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS 

The event took place in the Tamarind .Dining Room, located in Ohelo 210. 
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John Rand dashes for a homerun, after hitting the Wiffle Ball with a bat. He is among the many participants in the Wiffle Ball tournament, 
which took place on the Great Lawn on Friday, April 28. 

Wiffle Ball fun for everyone 
T he Great Lawn became the 

site of KCC's first Wiffle Ball 

tournament on Friday, April 

28, with approximately 35 students, 

faculty, and staff members showing 

up to participate in the event. Six 

teams, each with four to six players, 

were formed to play three games of 

Wiffle Ball, simultaneously on the 

Great Lawn at 3 p.m. 

According to John Rand, asso

ciate professor of math and sci

ence, the main purpose of the 

event is to have fun and relieve 

the stress typically associated 

with finals week. 

"Wiffte Ball is a great thing to do 

around finals," Rand said. "It helps 

students and faculty members relax 

and not think about school for a 

while. I think it's a good way to break 

up the monotony and stress of prepar

ing for finals. " 

Rand, along with Acting 

Vice Chancellor Louise Pagotto, 

helJ?ed to coordinate and promote 

the Wiffle Ball competition. Play-

ers were recruited through post- Lawn . Although no prizes will be 

ings on campus bulletin boards, awarded to the winning team, most 

and in-class announcements · by seem to feel that bragging rights are 

professors. The teams were ere- enough of a reward. The six teams 

ated based on various depart- participating in the event are Wiffle 

ments, with the English/science While You Work, Kokio Mets, Les 

department, Business department, Perspicacious Stems, Power Puff 

and Hawaiian department each Grrrls I, Power Puff Grrrls II, and 

putting forth teams to participate Da Killa Wiffas . 

in the event. Although studen ts can no 

"It reaUy was a lot of fun," said longer sign up for the competition 

Indar Lange, a student involved in the this semester, Rand said that he 

competition. " It's a good activity to hopes to bring it back for the fall 

help get students to know each other, semester. 

and also helps relieve some of the "Hopefully we can keep this com-

stress of finals week. Besides, base- petition going next semester," Rand 

ball is just all-around fun." said. "It really is a great opportunity 

The Wiflie. 'JJal,l competitiofi .· for students .and faculty to learn who 

is being played in two parts, the each other are, and it's just a good 

second of which will be held at 3 time aU around;" 
p.m. on Friday, May S at the Great · ';Co~pil~d by, Kapio Staff · 

DIANE S.W. LEE /THE KAPIO NEWSPRESS 

Judy Kirkpatrick and Nelda Quensell keep score for the six teams participating 
in the tournament. 
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RECENT SNAPSHOTS 
OF EVENTS AROUND THE GLOBE 

AP 

In South Africa, anti-rape campaign
ers gathered outside the court that 
began hearing the final arguments 
in ex-Deputy President Jacob Zuma's 
rape trial. 

Nepalese parliament 
to reconvene 

After almost a month of nationwide 

protest in Nepal, King Gyanendra rein

stated the parliament assembly on April 

24. The king was under pressure locally 

and internationally for assuming direct 

powers when he took the throne in ~5, 

and was criticized for dissolving parlia

ment months after failing to renew a state 

of emergency enforced to fight against 

Maoist rebels. This is the first time in four 

years that the Nepalese parliament is set to 
reconvene in the capital of Kathmandu. 

Chinese president 
visits Africa 

In his second visit to Africa in three 
years, Chinese President Hu Jintao urges 

more cooperation between China and 

Africa. During his tour, Hu has secured 

drilling licenses from Nigeria worth a 

total of $4 billion. The Chinese president 

has also pointed out in his speech that he 

hopes the development in his country 

will be able to bring more opportunities 

to developing countries, and in closing, 

received a standing ovation from mem

bers of the Nigerian parliament 

Deforestation 
threatens forests . 

The conservation of rainforests has 

always been a great concern to envi

ronmental organizations. In a recent 

report by World Wtldlife Fund (WWF), 

the deforestation of Borneo could have 

negative impact on medicinal develop

ment. The report stated that there are 
plants in the area that can be used to 

offer cures for diseases, and they can 
also be used to fight cancer, AIDS, and 

malaria. The organization criticizes the 

lack of efforts to conserve such areas. 

Curfew in Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka has irnposOO a nighttime 

curfew on the town of TrincoJilalee after 
its govenunent ordered air st:rikes against 
Tamil Tiger rebels in the SlllTOWlding teni
tory. Amidst growing tension between the 
government and the rebels, both sides have 

taken violent actions, and political analysts 
have speCulated that the island could pos
sibly return to a civil war if a truce carmot 
be reached soon. ThOugh lholunds were 
repot1l'd to have fled the air mikes, an 
exact Dtll'l1lu coold om he confirmed. 
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THE 
Veteran's tale of training in the Marine reserves for service in Vietnam 

By Diane S. W. Lee 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

y God, what have I 
gotten myself . into," 
said Gordon Pang, who 
was 18 years old when 
he enlisted in the U.S. 
Armed Forces on Nov. 

1958. The Air Force and Navy didn 't accept 
him immediately, so out of frustration, he 
signed up for the Marine Corps i nstead. 

Pang, along with several other new 
recruits, gathered at an airport in San Diego, 
Calif. , for basic training. They were greeted 
by a buck sergeant, who revealed in "Marine 

Corps language" what he thought about 
them and ordered them to get their "young 
fannies" aboard a bus nearby. 

When they reached the recruit depot, 
Pang was shocked by what he saw at the 
gates. Their heads shaved , Marines donned 
gray sweatshirts, camouflage-fatigue pants 
and combat boots. They were huddled along 
the campgrounds scrubbing the brick wall s 
and floor tiles with toothbrushes. 

Pang vividly remembers the moment he 
and other recruits were ushered off the bus 
by a buck sergeant. 

"The buck sergeant told us what he 
thought of us again in words that we don't 
use now," he reveals. "When I got off the 
bus, I said 'holy smokes, this is going to 
be torture."' 

It seemed as if the scene was lifted 
directly from a classic war movie. 

"All the movies you've seen about 
Marine Corps drill instructors are true ," he 
says. 

Shortly after their arrival, new recruits 
were issued basic essentials: a bucket con
taining a toothbrush, a bar of soap, a shaving 
kit and undergarments. Immediately, drill 
instructors barked orders at them to shower, 
and have their haircut and sideburns shaved. 
While other recruits frantically showered 
and shaved, Pang sat down with a few others 
and lit up a cigarette. 

"No need to get worried," said Pang, 
who recalls telling fellow enlistees. "This is 
how we're going to do this . This is going to 
be a game between the Marine Corps drill 
instructors , and us." 

Now 65, he admits, "From then on, it was no 
sweat- we made it through boot camp." 

Sitting comfortably on a sofa in his 
living room, he recalls arriving in Viet
nam. He and his unit landed in Da Nang 
during the spring of 1962, following mon
soon season. The Marine Corps supply 
hub stationed there was unpleasant to live 
in, admits Pang , who currently lives with 
his wife, daughter and two grandchildren. 
Christmas pictures of family and friends 
decorate the walls and shelves of their 
Hawaii Kai home. Casually dressed in jeans 
and a turquoise polo shirt, he recounts his 
experiences in the Vietnam conflict as hot, 
dusty and dirty. When it rained, he says, it 
was muddy. 

In addition to sleeping in tents on cots and 
eating readily prepared meals, Marines had to 
quickly adapt to the ever-changing environment 

COURTESY OF GORDON PANG 

LOADING UP Gordon Pang (right), boards a Marine H-34 Transport Helicopter. He was the jumpmas
ter for the group of trainees on a training jump. 

and hazardous living conditions. 
"People got hurt just getting into the 

camps," he reveals. "People were dying not 
even in conflict. " 

Many deaths were unintentional and 
most of them occurred on base. Chances 
were much higher for soldiers to get hit by 
a roadside bomb, get run over by a truck 
or ambushed by an insurgent than to die 
in combat. He bitterly recalls his narrow 
escape from death while off duty - sky
diving when his parachute failed to release. 
Other than that, Pang says, he was always 
cautious and in control. 

Pang served four years of active duty 
with the Marine Corps prior to America's 
official involvement with the Vietnam con
flict in the mid-1960s. He quickly rose to 
the rank of Sgt. E-4 and served three tours 
of duty. His duty as an American adviser 
was to assist the South Vietnamese in train
ing their army. To survive, Marines carried 
loaded firearms with them everywhere they 
went. When the unit he led was attacked, an 
immediate response saved lives. 

Despite being miles away from home, 
Pang says there was never a moment when 
he felt homesick. Many soldiers coped with 
homesickness by thinking about their fami
lies. Although Pang admits he wasn't fond 
of writing letters, he made an effort to write 
to his parents at least once a month. 

Abusing alcohol and drugs was a common 
outlet for Marines, but Pang says he didn't 
feel the need to experiment. Instead, he had 
more fun off duty. He found his passion for 
riding motorcycles by racing with a Honda 
shop in Okinawa, Japan. He became certified 
as a paratrooper and formed a skydiving club 
for the thrill of jumping. 

After his service ended in Nov. 1962, Pang 
returned to Honolulu. He took a position at 
Hawaiian Telephone where he worked as a 
dispatcher, inside repairman, installer and 
marketing representative for 29 years. The 
company provided educational opportunities 
for its employees and paid his way through 
school toward a master's equivalency in 
marketing. P'ang married Sharol Kang in 
1965, settled down and started a family. He 

spent nine years working at a paging com
pany and four years as a training and fiscal 
manager for a security company. Working 
since the age of 15 , Pang says it 's almost 
time to retire. 

Although he seldom shares his tales 
of duty in the Marine reserves, he reveals 
coming home to public outcry over the 
Vietnam conflict. At the .time, he didn ' t 
know whether it was the right or wrong 
thing to do , but he recalls shrugg in g off 
the protests. He says act ivists who were 
not present on the battlefield did not seem 
to understand why America was involved. 
To prevent adversaries from invading our 
homeland, he says it was necessary to fight 
them on their land. 

"If we're going to fight somebody, go 
f ight them on their backyard, not ours," he 
says. 

Looking back, Pang admits he has no 
regrets. If he were years younger and had 
better hindsight , he would have done things 
differently and become an officer the second 
time around . 

"I saw a lot of places that people my age 
never get to see," adds Pang, who traveled 
all over the Far East and beyond. "It was 
something I wanted to oo, because I was 
restless. It was a means to leave Honolulu, 
to get out and see the world." 

The training shaped hi s personality and 
refined many of his idiosyncrasies: from his 
cautious nature to his meticulous ways. He 
encourages people who aren't ready for col
lege to join the service. He treated it as a 
game: survival of the fittest. 

"When they take you in, they bre31k you 
down and they shave your head and they 
say 'all you 100 guys you're all the same, 
you 're all bald. ' They break you down to 
nothing and they start training you from 
there - and that training saved my life 
in Vietnam. When we were attacked, we 
reacted," he says with a snap of his fin
gers, "and we did what we had to do and 
we survived." 

He confessed to seeing men of all ages, 
backgrounds and ethnic groups, breaking 
down from the sheer exhaustion of training 
and strict discipline from drill instructors. 
Although it was difficult, he accepted it as 
a challenge. 

"It's lead, follow or get out of the way," 
says Pang, who took pride in being a "good 
Marine." 

Having successfu1ly avoided scrub
bing the brick walls and floor tiles of the 
recruit depot, Pang supervised new recruits 
instead. 

"I said, 'they're not going to beat me, 
I'm going to beat them.' It was a big game 
- and I won that game," he proudly pro
claims. 

Editor 's Note: The follo wing interview was 

filmed for the Veterans Oral History Project 

and submitted to the Library of Congress. The 

project, which collects and preserves stories 
of wartime service, is being developed as a 

Service Learning Project. To participate in the 

project, contact Mark Lawhorn via e-mail at 
lawhorn@hawaii.edu. For additional informa

tion, visitthe Web site at www.loc.gov/vets. 
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FILM REVIEW 

'American Dreamz' 
mocks popular culture 

Filmmakers 
spoof politics and 
entertainment in 
movie with all-star 
cast. 
By Ellice Flores 
STAFF WRITER 

In "American Dreamz," writer 
and director Paul Weitz unabashedly 
makes fun of President Bush, terror
ism, the war in Iraq, the television 
show" American Idol," and the people 
who watch it. "American Dreamz" is 
more of a satire than a movie with a 
good plot. It does a good job of show
ing that reality shows aren't always 
reality, but are often tweaked for the 
sake of ratings. 

The movie stars Hugh Grant as 
Martin Tweed, the host and judge 
of t,he most popular show on tele
vision, an Idol-esque show called 
"American Dreamz." Tweed thinks 
very highly of himself and will do 
anything to make his ratings stay· 
at the top. The front running con
testants are Sally Kendoo (Mandy 
Moore), a perky blonde from a 
small town in Ohio, and Orner (Sam 
Golzari), a former terrorist-in-train
ing who moves to America to live 
with his cousins. 

The president, played by 
Dennis Quaid, is going through 
some type of mid-life crisis and 
excludes himself from the world 
after being re-elected. Because 
he hasn't made a public appear
ance in weeks, his chief of staff 
(Willem Dafoe) forces him to be 
a guest judge on the season finale 
of American Dreamz. 

The acting is good in , thjs 
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Dennis Quaid plays the president who suffers from a mid-life crisis while in 
office in" American Dreamz." Marcia Gay Harden co-stars as the first lady. 

movie. Grant is excellent as 
Martin Tweed, a celebrity full of 
himself. He does a good job of 
mocking "American Idol" judge, 
Simon Cowell, though Cowell's 
criticism is more fun to watch. 
Mandy Moore also does an excel
lent job. With a few more roles, 
she could be more recognized as 
an actress rather than a former 
teen pop star. Dennis Quaid does 
a great job mocking President 
Bush, and Willem Dafoe is the 
perfect impersonator of Dick 
Cheney. The actor that audiences 
could fall in love with is Sam 
Golzari. He maybe an unknown 
actor compared to the rest of the 
cast, but his character is the most 
lovable. 

Many of the sueporting actors 
barely stand out, even in sup
porting roles: John Cho and Judy 
Greer as Martin~s assistants, Jen-

nifer Coolidge as Sally's mother, 
and Marcia Gay Harden as the 
first lady. Any of those roles 
could have been enhanced. The 
movie also stars Chris Klein as 
Sally's boyfriend. 

Weitz has brought us films 
such as "American Pie," "About 
a Boy," and "In Good Company." 
"American Dreamz" is not as 
funny or charming as his previ
ous movies. Many times audi
ences find themselves waiting 
for a punch line, but it doesn't 
come. 

In fact, most of the funny 
scenes are already shown in the 
trailer. 

Nonetheless, the scenes mock
ing "American Idol" are probably 
worth a matinee ticket. But if you 
are planning to see "American 
Dreamz" at night, stay home and 
watch Simon Cowell instead. 
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In a scene from "Scary Movie 4," an actor reenacts Tom Cruise on the Oprah 
show. 

FILM REVIEW 

'Scary Movie 4' fails 
to impress audience 
By Hector Franco 
STAFF WRITER 

The "Scary Movie" franchise 
is back and it's back with a ven
geance. Well, maybe not with a 
vengeance but it is back. 

"Scary Movie 4" is a better 
- movie than the previous sequel, 
but only because being better 
than "Scary Movie 3" is like 
being better than Gary Coleman 
at being tall. In "Scary Movie 4," 
there may be enough comedy in 
80 minutes to keep the audience 
entertained, but there is a huge 
hit-to-miss joke ratio and it favors 
the missed. 

Watching "Scary Movie 4" 
isn't like doing hard labor, but 
at times you '11 be looking at 
your watch to see what time 
it is. The plot to this film is 
almost not worth mentioning 
because you have to wonder 
what exactly passes for a plot. 
The story in "Scary Movie 4" 
is a mix between "The Grudge" 
and "War of the Worlds." With 
Anna Faris once again playing 
Cindy Campbell, she plays more 
of the role of Sarah Michelle 
Gellar from "The Grudge." 
Her co-star Craig Berko plays 
Tom Cruise from "War of the 
Worlds." How these two movies 
are interwoven makes no sense, 
but in the "Scary Movie" fran
chise it doesn ' t have to. 

"Saw," "The Village," "Fahr
enheit 9/11 ," "Million Dollar 
Baby" and "Brokeback Mountain" 
are made fun of in the movie. The 
opening scene with cameos from 
Dr. Phil and Shaq is a complete 
knock-off of"Saw" and is actually 
well done. The "Broke back Moun
tain" knock-off scene with two 
black gangster cowboys (Anthony 
Anderson and Kevin Hart) seems 
a little tired but has that gross yet 
funny effect to it. One thing that 
I have never understood about the 
"Scary Movie" ,franchise is the 

parodies that aren't even horror 
or scary movies . It started off in 
"Scary Movie 2" with a parody 
of "Charlie's Angels," continued 
in "Scary Movie 3" with a spoof 
of "8 Mile," and happened again 
in "Scary Movie 4," which pokes 
fun at "Brokeback Mountain" and 
"Million Dollar Baby." In the 
"Million Dollar Baby" parody, 
lots of necks are broken and Mike 
Tyson makes an appearance in 
drag. 

I guess when they were shoot
ing "Scary Movie 4," there was no 
time to shoot parodies of"Hostel," 
"Stay Alive," or "The Exorcism 
of Emily Rose." The production 
team behind "Scary Movie 4" 
features David Zucker and Jim 
Abrahams, the guys responsible 
for movies like "Airplane!" and 
"The Naked Gun." This produc
tion team is different from the 

. teams that made "Scary Movie" 
and "Scary Movie 2," which 
could explain why the movie has 
received a rating downgrade fro.m 
R to PG-13. 

If anything helps this movie 
it's the return of Leslie Nielsen 
as a U.S. President. In this role 
he is informed of the alien inva
sion while visiting an elementary 
school, he can't keep his focus 
away from the little girl reading a 
story about a duck. 

How much more is there 
to "Scary Movie 4?" It's not 
as funny as the first "Scary 
Movie," but it has as much going 
for it as any of its predecessors. 
This movie has the quality of a 
direct to video movie, but that 
won ' t stop people from going 
to see it. The movie is good 
for a few laughs, but it's prob
ably worth more as a late-night 
cable movie than a movie ticket 
purchase. "Scary Movie 4" has 
its moments bu·t they are few 
and far between. The series can 
always get better with .. Scary 
Movie 5." 
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Congress: 
Continued from page 1 

coordinate with the administration to 
continue funding the service for the 
school. 

This semester the Congress found 
difficulty in visibility on campus 
due to their small size and hopes to 
improve next year. Over the summer 
the new Congress will meet and set 
the hours for their office as well as 
the meeting schedule for the rest of 
the year. 

"There has to be more informa
tion on Student Congress activities 
and the election so that students are 
aware," Hofschneider said. "Thus, a 
greater number of students may have 
the opportunity to partake.in the elec
tion process and activities." 

Student Congress still has two seats 
available and will be holding a special 
election in the fall to fill them. 

Students interested in becoming a 

part of the Student Congress should 

contact Paul Clur at 734-9577 or 

visit his office in Ohia 101. 

GYOTAKU 
Japanese Restaurant 

CASHIERS 
SERVERS & BUSSERS 

All shifts avail Fff & Pff. 
Competitive wages & 

benefits 
incl FREE employee meals. 

Apply at 
1824 South King St. 

or FAX resume to 946-6529 
or Apply online: 

www.gyotakuhawaii .com 

Drug-Free Workplace 

Phi Theta: 
Continued from page 1 

vice. Alpha Kappa Psi has been 
involved in many community 
projects , such as Relay For Life 
and World AIDS Day, as well as a 
Phi Theta Kappa program entitled 
Students helping Students, which 
is currently raising funds for PTK 
members in Hurricane Katrina 
affected areas. 

Membership for PTK is 
extended to students with a 3.5 
minimum grade point average, 
and at least 12 college credits. 
While it may simply be perceived 
as an honor society, the benefits 
of being a member are innu
merous even for those not fully 
involved in the programs they 
have to offer. For those planning 
on transferring , or even going 
out into the work-field Phi Theta 

Kappa membership provides an 
added edge on resumes and appli

cations. 
"Colleges are seeking us out," 

Tooher said. 
Besides the claim of member

ship the leadership opportuni-

FIIIIIY Fu.rnl:&hed 
IJ:a:ele. Cii&Me TV 

EI&C:'trlelty 
Wa4:vr 

G:a• 

Hana Student Bultes 
~KDD~AIIl' 

.Kalo TeTrace Student Suites 
HlUII .K.Ahlo .Prill~ 

Far Mare lnfal'mation: 
BDB.885.24'7D 

ties provided are also beneficial 
in academia and the working 
world. 

Alpha Kappa Psi member 
Carlos Tome was recently 
awarded USA Today's All-USA 
Community College Academic 
First Team and New Century 
Scholar. Tome was selected from 
1,500 associates-degree candi
dates nominated by their college 
presidents. He received a trophy 
and a $2,500 scholarship for his 
accomplishment on April 24, 
2006 in Long Beach, CA. Tome 
also received the. highest All
USA Academic Team application 
score in the state of Hawai i and 
was named New Century Scholar, 
receiving a $2,000 scholarship. 

The American Association 
of Community Colleges, the 
Coca-Cola Foundation , the 
Coca-Cola Scholars Founda
tion, and Phi Theta Kappa 
sponsor the New Century 
Scholars program annually. 

For more information on Phi Theta 

Kappa visit www.PTK.org or the KCC 

honors education office in Ohia 103A, 

the office number is 734-9370. 

Experts warn against popping 
NoDoz, other caffeine products 

By Kristen Arneson 
U-WIRE 

With finals approaching, more stu
dents wiJl be up late studying. They 
might drink coffee or soda, or pop a 
few NoDoz pills. Those might seem 
like a solution to stay awake, but the 

effects of caffeine are more drastic 
than just providing alertness. 

"It can make your heart race, it 
can give you headaches, it can give 
you stomach upset. It might actually 
keep you awake but it's not a useful 
awake," said Marc Shulman, staff 
physician at the Iowa State Univer
sity Thielen Student Health Center. 

He said although a student can 
stay awake because he or she has 
consumed caffeine, memory and con
centration can suffer. 

There are an assortment of prod
ucts today that contain caffeine, but 
Shulman said stay-awake pills contain 
the highest concentration of caffeine. 

"One pill is probably the same as 
about five shots of espresso or two 
regular cups of coffee," he said. 

Shulman added that small amounts 
of caffeine can keep a person awake, 
but warned that people have died of 
caffeine overdose. 
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"A cup of coffee or a soda once a 
day isn't bad, but going above that is 
bad," he said. 

He mentioned the nicotine in cig
arettes is similar to caffeine because 
it works as a stimulant. 

However, it would take a number 
of cigarettes to get the same effect as 
caffeine. 

There are many stay-awake pills 
available to purchase. Caffeine or 
guaranine -- a Brazilian extract that is 
the same as caffeine -- would be listed 
with the ingredients on the bottle. 

Suzanne Hendrich, professor of 
food science and human nutrition, 
said she didn't know which caffeine 
products have the highest concentra
tion, but figured that alertness tablets 
are the worst to take. 

"Coffee contains about 150 milli
grams [of caffeine] per cup," she said. 

Hendrich said sleep loss , nervous
ness, being shaky and hyperin-itabil
ity can occur when overdosing on 
caffeine. 

"Five to 10 cups [of coffee] in a 
relatively short period of time can have 
those overdose effects," she said. 

Iced tea, black tea and choco
late are products that also contain 
caffeine. 
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