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UH and KCC campus safety and security 

By Cynthia Thurlow 
COPY EDITOR 

February 20, a UH Manoa student 

reported that a man who frequented 
the Starbucks in Manoa where she 

met him, attempted to assault her as 

she was giving him a ride home from 
the establishment. Feb. 6, another UH 

student was told to get into the car of 

a man who was unknown to her. Both 
incidents were reported to the UH 

Manoa campus security, who released 
UH system-wide "Safe Campus" 

Due to recent "Safe Campus" alerts from UH 
Manoa, students at all colleges should remember 

to protect themselves at all times. 

alerts following the reports. Infor- The spirit of aloha is evident in the that provides transportation or a walk-

mation on safety and security is also smiles exchanged between acquain

provided to the Manoa campus com- - tances and strangers alike, and this 
munity through posters, brochures, 

and scheduled presentations. 

UH Manoa . campus security 
reported there were 17 violent crimes 

and 69 property crimes committed on 

campus in 2005. KCC reported one 
crime (a burglary),jn 2005. UH system 

campus statistics for 2006 are not yet 

available. These statistics were consid
erably low in comparison to average 

mainland crime statistics for colleges. 

Hawaii is surrounded by beauty. 

adds to an overall sense of island secu

rity. One can, however, become com

placent in this sense of security. 
Hawaii residents are not bombarded 

with reports of criminal acts everyday. 

So, when these acts do occur, aware
ness is heightened, that bad things 

happen everywhere. Criminal acts that 

affect the immediate community could 
touch your life at any time. Awareness 

and caution are key. 

KCC offers a campus escort service 

ing escort to anyone walking alone on 

campus at night. UH Manoa also offers 
this service. To request a KCC escort, . 

you should dial "9900" from any 

on-campus telephone. If you are off 
campus or call by cell phone, you can 

reach campus security at 734-9900. · 

Students and faculty are often on 
campus pass eight o'clock in the eve

ning. Many park away from campus 

buildings, particularly in the lower 
campus. During these times, one must 
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New bill will increase 
Pell Grant maximum 

Make exerc 
your everydo '' 

By Thomas Duarte 
EDITOR 

President George W. Bush signed 

a budget resolution bill into law that 

would increase the current Pell Grant 
maximum of$4,050 per academic year 

to $4,310. The bill was signed into law 

on Feb. 16, and is the first increase for 
the Pell Grant maximum since 2003, 

when it was increased by $50. 

"Even though it is not a lot, it still 
is $260 more than what it is now. It's 

260 more dollars, possible for educa

tion," said Jazmine Pasion a KCC stu
dent and a recipient of a Pell Grant. 

During the 2006 election the 

Democratic Party made education a 
top priority; including statements in 
speeches, about making higher edu

cation more accessible for those who 
may not be able to afford it. 

In a press release from U.S. Rep. 

George Miller, the chairman of the 

House Education and Labor Com
mittee said, "Democrats promised to 

make college affordability a top prior
ity in the new Congress, and in just our 

first month we have kept that promise. 

The House has voted to cut interest 

rates in half on federal need-based stu
dent loans. While there is still a lot of 

work ahead to expand college .J).ccess, 

this Pell increase is an important step 
towards our goal of strengthening 

America's middle class by making a 

college education affordable and acces
sible for every qualified student." 

The move to improve educational 

access for the country's middle class 

is welcomed by many students. This 
attempt to increase the Pell Grant 

shows a conscious effort by the gov

ernment to make education affordable 
and attainable for more stud!!nts. 

"I think financial aid is good for 

those who need the money. If you 
don't have financial aid, you may 

struggle with obviously the financial 

part of school, and you might not 
attend college because you don't have 

the money," Pasion said. 

Pasion was also pleased to hear 
that there will be an increase to the 

Pell Grant, and happy that it is not 

being lowered. 

According to a collegeboard.com 
fact sheet, many low-income students 

rely on Pell Grants to finance postsec

ondary education. The ~act sheet also 
stated that the proportion of the aver

age published price of tuition, fees and 

BACKPAGE: Pell Grant, page 8 

CENTRO SPORTIVO ITALIANO 

Thank God, it's a goal! 

By Paige Jinbo 
STAFF WRITER 

Those who begin including physi
cal activity into their daily routine in 

their younger years, reap the benefits 

for the rest of their lives, Donna Lee 
said. Lee is a certified personal trainer 

and teaches in the Exercise and Sports 

Science (ESS) department. 

"It's important for young people to 
really become as active as possible so 

that they're able to live a good quality 
life. And, it' l1 make their later years 

more enjoyable," Lee said. 

Approximately 250,000 premature 
deaths occur due to lack of exercise in 
the United States. About 65 percent of 

the population is either considered over

weight or obese. The highest rate of teen
age obesity is within the United States. 

"Our culture has become very 

auto-based, and instead of kids getting 

up and going outside, they stay in and 

play video and computer games. The 

problem with our society is that we' re 

moving less and less," Doug Crowell, 

coordinator of the ESS department, 

said. Crowell, who is also a certified 
personal trainer, believes that a cul

tural and social change will be what 

MSNBC 

"Just like at home honey!" 
GETTY IMAGES 

Coffee to get a raise 
Saturday, February 24 was the first game 
of the Clericus Cup tournament in Italy. 

MSNBC 

Revealing security measures 
Phoenix airport is the first to use an xray 
machine to reveal what's under clothing. 

Words spoken by actor Ben Stiller as he 
accepted the Hasty Pudding Theatricals Man 

of the Year award at Harvard University. 

The Union of Concerned Dietatians reports 

coffee temperature will increase nine degrees 
by the end of the 21st century. 

Full Story @ www.csi-net.it Full Story @ www.msnbc.msn.corn Full Story @ www.msnbc.msn.com Full Story @ www.theonion.com 
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Please, dial this 

HERE'S THE 
DEAL 

by Taressa Ishimi 

Cell phone etiquette, does it exist? 

This is a question that I have been strug

gling with for some time now. Maybe it's 

not as powerful as ''Why am I here?" but 

I have not been able to let go of this ques

tion. With so many types of phones and 

so many settings it is difficult to answer. 

Some people may tell you to simply not 

use it while driving or in the movies, 

while someone else may say, as long as 

it's on silent it's not bothering anyone. 

The next person you talk to could tell 

you to mind your own business, and 

leave their phone, slash organizer, slash 

music player, slash messaging device, 

etc., alone. It's not bothering you. 

Personally, I have no problem with 

walking down the street and hearing 

someone's personal conversation. If 

they don't mind publicizing it, I don't 

mind hearing it. Sometimes I get a good 

laugh out of it. Everyone needs a good 

laugh every once in a while. However, 

if you are in the middle of a fast food 

restaurant and you are talking on your 

Blue Tooth, it can be both confusing 

and annoying. Not only are you trying 

to carry on ~o conversations, you are 

preventing someone from addressing 

the other tasks they have to get done. 

Okay, maybe I am a little partial since I 

have worked in fast food. I will switch 

to a more general situation. 

Do not answer your phone while 

even bother saying the words, "Do you 

mind?" Unless it is an emergency, it 

can wait. Unless you are being called 

in for brain surgery, it can wait. Not 

answering your phone is not only a way 

to send a message to a bad boyfriend, it 

is also a courtesy. 

A few weeks ago, I asked my friend 

why she leaves her phone on all night 

and allows it to play "that song" when

ever it rings. After fifty or more times, 

it gets to be so annoying, you may find 

yourself taking a baseball bat to your car 

radio. My friend simply replied, "Well it 

might be an emergency, and not answer

ing would just be selfish." Selfish! 

Sleeping through the night in order to 

be a remotely useful human being in the 

morning is not selfish. In fact, you may 

find yourself to be a kinder more caring 

person after a good night's sleep. 

I don't know about you, but I 

remember a time -- and perhaps this 

just shows how old I am -- all nineteen 

years of me -- when cell phones were 

not glued to one's hlp. A time when, if 

someone was talking to themselves, it 

had nothing to do with a Blue Tooth, a 

portable headset, or a phone so small 

sitting down would break it. And 

listen closely, because this tall tale may 

frighten you. A person could walk away 

from a phone, and the world would not 

crumble! I know, scary right! 

In the end I am not saying throw 

away your phones and join me in a 

revolution. I am simply saying, if your 

phone rings, you don't have to answer. 

It is okay to get a good night's sleep 

and turn your phone off. Life goes on. 

you are in the middle of a conversa- Even if you send a call to voice mail. 

tion with someone. It is rude! Do not VIVALAREVOLUTION!!! 

Christopher Yee News Editor 

Cynthia Thurlow Copy.Editor 

Matt Akiyama Photo Editor 

·8; P E A K 0 u T BY KRISTI ZAZUETA 
. . . · . . AND JENNA GOLDBERG 

Which is your favorite. beach? 

I used to live in Brazil, there 

are a lot of Brazilians there." 

Helenah Perselius: ''Ko'olina, 

no tourists." 

Subn1it a 
no1nination fonn 

to Mona Lee, 
at Ilin1a 2041 

before 
February 26, 2007. 

Diane Whiteside: "White 

plains in Ewa, it's small, chill 

waves ... I ' m just learning to 

surf.'' 

Melissa Amussen: "Pinetrees, 

I went there when I was little. 

There's no tourists and it 's a lot 

of fun." 

NT 

Devin Ward: "Sandy's, I like 

to get beat up in the waves. It's 

pretty fun. " 

Jaena Gumapac: "Ala Moana, 

my dad always surfs here.' ' 

Pick up a no1nination forn1 
and learn n1ore about 

Student Congress 
in Ohia 104. 

To contact your 
Student Congress 

call 734-9680. 

LOG IN TO YOUR 

MYUHPORTAL 
TO VOTE! 
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Blogging ruined the Internet for me 
NOW THAT I 
HAVE YOUR 
ATIENTION 

by Christopher Yee 

When I was in the seventh grade , 

I learned how to write in hypertext 

markup language (HTML) . At the 

time, it was the simplest and only 

way to create a Web page. I built 

my own Web page, centered on 

whatever geeky things I was into 

in the seventh grade. My favorite 

movies , basketball team and music 

were all placed in an incredibly 

awkward arrangement that I would 

STAFF INSIGHTS 

probably be embarrassed to call 

my own today. 

As time progr~ssed, more lan

guages and stronger software and 

computers came out as the world 

came to revolve around the Internet. 

I built two more Web pages during 

high school , and another in my first 

year in college. I was always proud 

of what I had done because it was 

with my own head. It matched what

ever aesthetic style I was into at the 

time. However, I always did it the 

old fashioned way. I stuck to the old 

HTML language, with little tricks 

I had picked up here and there. I 

stayed away from fancy music and 

animation, because it always felt 

cheesy. I preferred the clean look I 

created for myself. 

Similarly, I approached my Web 

pages as a sort of job. I updated reg

ularly, altered the appearance of the 

page as my mood changed, scanned 

my own photographs, designed my 

own graphics and wrote all of my 

own content. It was my little egg. 

Which brings me back to my first 

point. Blogging ruined the Internet 

for me. I will admit, when they first 

came out, I was a little interested in 

online journals that were popping up 

everywhere. Xanga and MySpace 

were the ones that popped out at 

me first. I could easily see what my 

friends were up to and how they 

Study Abroad in Okinawa 
By Theresa Tanya Hirakawa 

Leeward Community College (LCC) 

has announced a brand new study abroad 

program to Okinawa. It is a joint effort 

with a non-profit organization known as 

the Okinawa Development International 

Council. The program wiU be underway 

this summer from May 24 until June 20. 

Students can register for Japanese 

102, 201 or 202. A unique aspect of this 

program is the opportunity that students 

have to incorporate an internship with 

their learning experience. Students can 

work at a hotel, the DFS-Galleria or 

public/private schools. Ywniko Asai

Lim, assistant professor in Japanese at 

LCC, was hopeful for the new program. 

"I consider myself experienced when it 

comes to overseeing study abroad pro

grams to Japan," Asai-Lim said. 'The 

program to Nagoya that lasted for five 

years, which I coordinated, was a suc

cess. However, since this is the first year 

offering a program in Okinawa, as well 

as an internship option, there are many 

uncertainties. Through active recruitment 

and a careful selection process, we hope 

to showcase students who will represent 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THERESA TANYA HIRAKAWA 

This is just one of the many sites available to students who participate in the 
Okinawa study abroad program. 

chance to study in Okinawa. "I've been 

to Okinawa before, and I think it will be 

the University of Hawaii system well." a wonderful place to learn Japanese or 

Erika Gildea, a freshman at LCC was do an internship. Sure, there are many 

happytolearnoftheinternshipopportunity. unique things about Okinawa, but since 

''I think that doing an internship abroad in a lot of ways it resembles Hawaii. I 

· would not only look good on my resume," 
Gildea said, "but will also contribute to my 

growth mentally and emotionally. I really 

hope I'm selected to go." 

Another excellent plus to this program 

is that sttidents do not have to commute 

to get to class. They will be staying in 

dorms that are located above the school. 

These dorms are designed to house two 

to four people, but each student will have 

their own private room. Dorm rooms 

are equipped with a microwave, wash

ing machine, refrigerator, television, hot 

water pot, a futon mattress, sheets, pil

lows and an air conditioner. 1bere is also 

a separate game room. It contains a tele

vision with cable, wireless internet con

nection, a ping pong table, PlayStation, 

manga books and movies. 1\vo meals 

Ounch and dinner) will be included daily, 
from Monday -Friday. 

Garret Chaves, who studied in the 
Nagoya program. was excited at the 

think adjusting will come easily," Chaves 

said. "The description of the housing 

situation sounds good too. I think I can 

live comfortably with those accommo

dations." Students will also be given an 

opportunity to home-stay if they would 

like to experience living with a Japanese 

family up-close and personal. 

While classroom instruction will 

mainly focus on developing language 

skills, other activities will take place in 

the afternoon. Activities may include 

learning about anime, karate, water 

sports, flower arrangement, tea cer

emony, kimono, Okinawan dialect, and 

music. Students will also go on field trips 
to various places in Okinawa. 

Anyone within the UH system or 

from any university or college in the 
United States who has successfully com

pleted a previous Japanese class or equiv

alent, are encouraged to apply for this 
exciting experience. Prospective students 

. 1. 4Credlt Lafigoag~{ 
i (Jap~,nese ,,1 02, 201,'C?~ 202J 

2. 4 Credit language 
(Japanese 102, 201, OR 
202) + 2 Credit Internship 
(Japanese 299) 

3. 6Credit Internship 
· (Jap~nese 299) . 

will undergo an evaluation to determine 

selection and to ensure proper placement 

for internship. Academic record, ability 

to adapt to new situations and the partic

ipant's degree of enthusiasm and interest 

for the Japanese language will aid in the 

decision-making process. 

The cost of the program is $2,650 plus 

airfare and tuition costs for LCC summer 

credits. Th.ition is $147 per credit hour. 

Application deadline is March 23. For 

more information, please go to www. 
hawaii.edu/goaway/okinawaloverview. 

hbnl, or contact Yumiko Asai-Lim at 

45~359 or at asailim@hawaii.edu. 

have been. I welcomed blogging to 

the online world gladly. 

Gradually however, it took over. 

Everybody was blogging, which in 

itself wasn ' t bad , but then, nobody 

was visiting my Web page anymore. 

Slowly, people started toying with 

the appearance of their blog pages. 

They added music and various other 

graphics to their pages. The worst to 

me were the pages that just scream 

with bright, contradicting colors 

and loud music that always clashed 

with whatever I might be listening 

to. It's almost as if the goal of the 

page was to send me into seizure 

from the shock to my senses. 

Then, it hit a low point. All of 

'.ln Th~ Kap.i.'o for Feb. ·~1 we 
1 mad~ ~n ~rror: 'in' the amcl~ Mu~t 

see community events. March 16 
and 17 are actu aJ]y potential exten

sion dates fot . "Joseph and the 

Amazi{lg Technicolor Dreamcoat '' 

" Joseph an~ the Amazi ng 

a sudden, even companies started 

using MySpace as an outlet to 

get attention. Movies, television . 

shows and music artists have used 

MySpace as a substitute for a legiti

mate Web page. It w as as if the 

advertising companies handed their 

web designer a $20 bill, and told 

him to do the best he could with it. 

That was when it was all over. 

I no longer felt the Internet could 

continue to be special. It was there. 

Anybody could put together a visual 

scrapbook on any number of blog 

networks, and it would completely 

take the place of the Web pages I 

spent years fine-tuning. But hey, 

maybe I'm old fashioned. 

4480 . of 'visit www. sq~areo~e~ 

org/ ACT/ for more information. 

The . Kapi 'o appoligizes . to 

eyeryone affected by these mis

takes. We strive for accuracy and 

will pu~lish a correction or clarift-

Technicolor Dreamcoat" con tin~ . c,ation ~heneyer it is established 

ues during M~rcb 4. 3, 9, 10 at that we pave made ~n error or pub

the A rmy Community Theatre lished misleading information. • 

. (ACT) on Fort Shafter . .. tickets 
for ·"Joseph and the Aliiazing 

. Technicoloi Dreqmc,oat" <rre $15 ~ at kaplo®hawaii. {Idu .· 
. ·::-:·;·:· 
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CAMPUS& 
COMMUNITY BRIEFS 

Senate Education Committee Chairperson Visits Campus 

Professional 
development day 

Friday, March 2 is KCC's profes

sional development day for staff and 
faculty. There will be no instruction 

held for students. 

Hokuke'a's voyage 
to Japan inspires 
new exhibit 

By Mike Hewitt 
STAFF WRITER 

. The Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawaii will be opening a new exhi

bition on Saturday, March 3 at 11:30 

a.m. The exhibit, titled Navigating 

Cultural Connections, was inspired 
by lhe Hokule'a's recent voyage to 

Japan. It explores the historical and 

cultural connections between Ha.waii 

and Japan. Cost to attend the event 
is free for JCCH members, $3 for 

Hawaii residents and $5 for non-resi

dents. The JCCH is located at 2454 

South Beretania St. The exhibit will 

run until June 1. 

Hawaii State Senator and Edu

cation Committee Chairperson 
Norman Sakamoto met with stu

dents, faculty and administration 

officials to discuss the UH's legisla

tive prospects on Wednesday, Feb. 

21 at the Ohia auditorium. Event 
organizer and Board of Student 

Activities coordinator George Riga 

said the meeting gave students the 

opportunity to get up close and per

sonal with the education committee 
chair. "(Many students) are unaware 

of various legislative issues impact

ing UH, so this is a great way for 

them to learn about pending legisla
tion," Riga said. 

LIANA HOFSCHNEIDER /THE KAPIO 

Senator Sakamoto seen fielding questions from students during his visit. 

9pen house at 
Chaminade University 

Chaminade University wil1 be 

hosting an open house for prospec-

Some students were encouraged 
to attend by faculty who asked them 

to bring back ideas to discuss in class. 
"I hear bits and pieces of ~hat's going 

on, but wanted to learn more about . 

specific issues facing UH and Kapi

olani Community College," sociology 

class student Kristine Asato said. 
Sakamoto began the event by 

fielding questions, and spent the 

entire time answering them. The 

first concern was over a budget cut· 

proposed by Interim UH Manoa 
Chancellor Denise Konan. The cut 

would eliminate the purchase of 

and what solutions are possible get 

attention. The language in proposals 
or testimony is important, he said. 

Increasingly available library ser

vices like online journal subscrip

tions could diminish the need for 

more money from the legislature. 

tive students on Sunday, March 4 . new scholarly journals and bind

from 11:30 a.m to 3 p.m. Repre- i ng of the old ones. The library cuts 
sentatives from the university's this year would be at least $500,000 

academic departments , student and could involve up to another $2 

Energy conservation and signifi

cant energy costs in the UH budget 

was the next concern raised by stu

dents. Sakamoto pointed to Manoa 

campus as a good example of what 
works. Energy use by Manoa is at 

about 60 percent of prior levels. 

Energy conservation works even in 

existing buildings. At the Institute of 
Marine Biology at Coconut Island, 

researchers purifying air in experi

mental labs saved significant energy 

by cycling the air exchange at less 

frequent intervals. Even a 25 percent 
reduction of energy costs at Manoa 

means a savings of millions of dollars, 

Sakamoto said. He gave information 

about the 2050 sustainabiJity project 

that invites input from citizens and 
looks at issues that will effect Hawaii 

many years from now. Some of the 
issues concern energy, water, hous

ing, transportation, technological 

growth and food production. Saka
moto said it takes three to five years 

to see the returns from investment in 

solar energy alternatives. 

services, housing and financial 

aid will be available to speak with 

prospective students. Presentations 
will be given on some of the majors 

that the university offers , including 

forensic sciences, interior design, 

and pre-health sciences. Tours 

of the campus will also be given. 
Interested students can register by 

calling 739-8540 or visiting http:/ I 

www.chaminade.edu/openhouse. 

KCC Field Day for 
clubs 

Student clubs will be competing 
against each other on the Great 
Lawn on Tuesday, March 6 at 1 

p.m. _Representa~ives .will be play
ing several games in the hopes of 

winning cash prizes that will go 
towards their respective club. Stu

dents are invited as spectators and 

to cheer on their fellow students 

while gaining awareness of the 
registered clubs at KCC. 

Spring 2007 . 
commencement 

Wednesday, March 14 is the last 
day to apply for the Spring 2007 , 

graduation for Associate in Arts 

(AA), Associate in Science (AS) and 

Certificate of Achievement (CA) 

degrees. The application is available 

at http://kcc.hawaii.edu/object/stu
dentforms.html . After applying to 

graduate, students are encouraged to 

sign up to march in the commence
ment ceremony on May 11. 

million shortfall next year. This is 

also an issue for other campuses on 

Oahu because they borrow research 
materials from Manoa. 

Sakamoto emphasized that the 

library is important, but only one of 

many interests competing for lim

ited funds. It is essential to develop 
interaction within the UH system 

and prioritize in consideration of 

these competing interests. Active 

involvement by faculty and students 
with the administration and the leg
islature is the key to effectively pro

moting change. This is more than 

getting people to sign a form letter. 

Personalized letters, including spe

cifics of why an issue is important 

Meanwhile the money is not 
available for things like buying 

Global Tutoring 
Honda International Center's lunch room 

Mondays, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

International and Malama Hawai'i Students 

enrolled in ESL 100, ENG 100 or above, who need 

assistance with essays or any English-related 

questions are welcome. 

Appointments can be arranged via email: davink@hawaii.edu 

'' _(Many s~udents) 
are unaware of 
various legislative 
issues i_mpact-
ing UH, ~o this is 
a great way for · 
them to learn · 
about pending 
legislation. 
-George Higa, Board of Stu
dent Activities 

books, hiring faculty, or funding the 

school Cafeteria. 
Business Department Chair

person and Counselor Rosie Har
rington discussed about a need for 

more post high school counselors at 

the Department of Education to help 
students make the transition to col
lege. According to Sakamoto, posi

tions are determined by a weighted 

student formula, based on the 

number of students. Student need 
factors like poverty, the number 

of speakers of a second language 

and mobility also determine pri

orities. Schools have the choice to 

prioritize based on the principle of 

autonomy resulting in some classes 

like music and art getting squeezed 
out by the weighted standard for

mula. The question Sakamoto asked 
was, "How do we increase and keep 

Hawaii teachers while also increas

ing books, counselors , and other 

resources and facing a dwindling 

education budget?" 
Hawaii needs more teachers and 

more nurses. Sakamoto said that in 

some areas, the university system does 

not always ask for enough funding. At 

other times, the UH Board of Regents 
makes budget requests that are left out 

of the governor's budget, then put back 

in by the legislature in the cyclical 

process. The legislature lists rejected 
items, and asks UH administration to 

decide which are most important: 

. Vice Chancellor of Administra
tive Selivices Milton Riga _pointed 

out that KCC has a problem with 
aging buildings on campus. The J 

problem is unique because the 

campus is in a special design dis

trict. Because we are in such close 
proximity to Diamond Head, build

ing permits require completion of a ·· 
detailed master development plan. 

Sakamoto used UH Hilo as a good 

example of how student involve

ment resulted in new buildings. 
Students wearing red Hilo shirts 

show up in force at the legislature, 

prepared to testify at least four 

times every year. The result is a 

new building almost every year. 

The major point Sakamoto 
repeatedly emphasized was that 

students, faculty and administration 

need to communicate well with one 

another in exploring challenges and 
possibilities, before coming to the 
legislature. A well-thought-out pro

posal with specific details is likely 

to get better results than a general 

request that requires more planning. 
Students can visit, write or email 

senators and representatives of spe

cific committees or districts, and 
utilize the public access room at the 

legislature for more information. 



Proposed bill seeks to limit cell 
phone use on Hawaii's roads 
By Karen Malone 
STAFF WRITER 

Three states, as well as the District 

of Columbia, prohibit hand-held cell 

phone use while driving. Hawaii is 
not among any of those. A few years 

ago, the city government considered 

such a measure, but it did not go far, 

according to Bill Brennan, press sec

retary to the mayor. 'There weren't 

the number of accidents as there are 

now," he said. 

This January, House Transporta

tion Chairman Joseph Souki intro

duced a bill with similar provisions. 

If the bill becomes a law, drivers will 
be prohibited from using a hand-held 

phone unless they are using a hands

free device. Souki said that a lot of 

accidents are related to cell phone 

use He added that accident rates 

' ' According to 
wisegeek.com cell 
phone etiquette 
is just .a matter of 
being consider
ate of others, 
which pays off 
for everyone. 

site reported that drivers have many 

distractions to consider, and should 

limit any distraction as much as pos

sible. Others believe there should be 

a ban on both hand-held and hands

free cell phones while driving. KCC 
student Rachelle Quiocho felt that 

an all-out ban would make perfect 

sense. She added that drivers should 

be focused on driving instead of on a 

phone conversation. 

The researchers at the University 

of Utah agree. They found that cell 

phone conversations suppress a driv
er's ability to process important traf

fic-related information; they referred 

to this as "inattention blindness." 
KCC student Lily Wong doesn't 

think that type of ban is realistic. 
She believes both hands-free and 

hand-held cell phones are a distrac

tion to the driver. Wong added that 

people are too attached to their cell 

phones. She questions how such a 

law will be enforced. · 
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RECENT SNAPSHOTS 
OF EVENTS AROUND THE GLOBE 

continues to surge on 

border of Thailand and 

toll plan 
meets opposition 

Picketers protested a road· extension 

that would bring tolls to the boroughs 

of Kensington and Chelsea in Britain. 

The area contains some of the highest 

housing prices in the country. Residents 

also fear that congestion from the city's 
commercial districts will moye to their 

residential neighborhoods. 

• have decreased in states that have 

banned drivers from using hand

held cell phones. Souki believes the 

proposed law will prevent accidents 

from happening and save lives. 

There are many opinions regarding 
the proposed. ban on hand-held cell 

phone use while driving. Flo Hama

saki, Souki's office manager, said driv

ers will be more attentive to the road if 
they use a hands-free device instead of 

a hand-held cell phone. 

However, researchers who con

ducted a study at the University · of 

Utah, found that drivers were equally 

as distracted while using a hands-free

device as they were using a hand

held. Some, like KCC student Minhee 

Han, felt that the law is unnecessary. 
"I can control what I'm doing," she 

said. Han noted that using a hand

held cell phone while driving is not 
much different than smoking while 

driving: one hand is on the object, 

and one hand is on the wheel. 

According to the Gov.emors High

way Safety Association (GHSA), 15 

states and the District of Columbia 

have enacted some type of restric
tion to cell phone use. Some states 

have restricted school bus and/or 
novice drivers' cell phone use. In a 

jurisdiction-wide ban, three states, 

as well as the District of Columbia, 

The road extension came on the heels 

prohibit hand-held cell phone use- of a plan for a national tolling system in 

However, the Governors High

way Safety Association (GHSA) Web 

while driving. 

To contact your state-elected 
officials; visit the Hawaii State 
Legislature directory at www. 
capitol.hawaii.gov. 

CHINLON: A NON-COMPETITIVE BURMESE SPORT 
PHOTOS: MATT AKIYAMA 

Cu ltu ra I Anthropology 
instructor Carl Hefner 
plays this sport with 
his Asian perspective 
classes every year. 

Britain that may require the use of moni

taring devices within cars. A record 1.8 

million people signed a public petition in 
protest of the road extension. Tony Blair 

e-mailed each of the petition signers 

defending the government's plan. 

Tolls were enacted in London, after 

great oppostion, in 2003. Congestion 

reportedly fell by up to 30 percent 
initially, however to date, roads are 
only about 8 percent less clogged than 

before 2003. 

Issues surrounding the proposed 
national toll roads plan include, which 

department will have jurisdiction over 

the plan and what will be done with 
funds raised from the tolls. 

Many say that raising revenues as 

opposed to fighting congestion is the true

motive behind the national plan. 

Bomb blasts do not 
derail India and Paki
stan p~a~e talks 

Sixty-eight, mostly Pakistani vic

tims, sustained substantial burns, as the 

Friendship Express train bound for Pak

istan on Feb. 19, erupted in bomb blasts. 
The train was jerryrigged with kerosene 

and petrol. More than 700 people were 

aboard the train at the time. 
Islamist militants, based in Paki

stan, are said to be responsible for the 

bombing. The group is dedicated to 

driving India out of the part of Kashmir 

it currently controls and to ending the 

three-year peace process between India 
and Pakistan. 

In spite of attempts to stop the peace 
process, both countries signed an agree

ment on Feb. 21, to reduce the risks of an 

accidental nuclear war. 

Pakistan's foreign minister, Khur

shid Kasuri and his Indian counterpart, 
Pranab Mukherjee, vowed to share intel

ligence on the latest terrorist crime. 
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