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Laulima to replace
New grand.piano debuts at recital
WebCT system-wide

CHRISTOPHER YEE/THE KAPIO

With the help of several donors, the KCC music
department purchased its first grand piano. The six·
year-old, 6'4" long Petrof grand piano has caused a
strong reaction among the piano students, according
to Assqciate Professor Anne Craig Lum. Lum, who
teaches piano, expressed her excitement, noting that
the piano will change the experience for both present and future students studying piano at KCC.
The students performed on the newly purchased
piano for the Arst time at their May 3 recital in the
Olano piano lab. Coordinated by Lum, the recital
featured students ranging. from Piano I to Piano IV,
as well as the synthesizer ensemble.
The performers included Honolulu Piano
Teachers Association scholarship winners Marina
Mitsuda and Hiroko Esaki. Mitsuda also won
a $1,000 scholarship from the Morning Music
Scholarship competition and is the Arst KCC student to win first place. Students performed pieces
ranging from classical renditions of Chopin to
contemporary Disney pieces.

UH will discontinue Weba
and add a new virtual
classroom next semester.
By Christopher Yee
NEWS EDITOR

Starting in the fall semester,
WebCT will be discontinued for
online content across all UH campuses. The current contract for
WebCT expires Sep. 30, 2008 and
will be replaced with a new system
named Laulima.
According to Mary Hattori, the
coordinator for KCC's Center for
Excellence in Learning, .Teaching & Technology, cost is the primary reason for discontinuing the
· WebCT. With the current WebCT
license set to expire and the price
increasing to a price that was unaffordable, choosing an alternative
system was the best option.
The new system, Laulima, is
based off an open-source project
known as the Sakai Project. Open
source project like Sakai are free
for schools to develop and customize for their own programs. Laulima will be UH's custom version
of Sakai. In contrast, online learning environments like WebCT are a
closed source. Closed-source projects are created by corporations to
sell licenses to colleges.
Laulima had begun its testing
phase during this spring semester
at UH Manoa. It was used for isolated courses and graduate work.
Hattori said that the development
team behind Laulima has done an
incredible job in getting the program running. Given the approaching expiration of the WebCT license,
the Laulima project went live in the
span of about a year.
Hattori explained that there
will be a learning curve for getting

GOOGLE

Unlike WebCT, Laulima is an opensource virtual classroom, and it's much
cheaper to operate. In contrast, corporations develop closed-source projects
like WebCT and charge licensing fees.

around the new system for both
faculty and students. Students will
have to spend time with the system
to familiarize themselves with the
layout and the differences that Laulima has from WebCT.
For instructors, the Laulima
will have many more features than
WebCT offered. Laulima will offer
over 30 tools to choose from to
design the look and function of their
online course. Tools include items
found in WebCT, such as message
boards, private mail and calendars.
It will also include new items like a
blogger where new information can
be added as it becomes available
and a wiki where students can add
information in a similar fashion as
the Wikipedia. The Laulima pages
will also have the ability to embed
HTML within the page, a feature
that was absent in WebCT. "I have
more control over the look and feel
of my page;' Hattori said.

.PROGRAM PROtvfOTES.NEW COURSES
Faculty learn new ways to
introduce course material
to their students
By Paige Jinbo
EDITOR

A few members of KCC's faculty
and staff will be participating in
the National Science Foundation's
project, Science Education for New
Civic Engagement Responsibility to
help better educate students. Each
summer, SENCER hosts a summer
institute where a network of schools
come together and identifies capacious topics that have potential for
becoming a course.
"The concept of SENCER is,
if there's something significant,
like global warming that affects
everybody, is there a way that
we could teach a course, create
a new course or modify an existing course with that central capacious theme," John Rand, STEM
program director, said.

This summer, some KCC faculty will participate in an education seminar.
Educators discuss potential new course topics, such as animal extinction.

This is the third year that the
faculty and staff will be participating in SENCER. Last summer, it
was held in Maine; this year it will
be held at the University of Santa
Clara. The topic, last year, that
Rand and the other faculty mem-

hers and staff brought to the table
was sleep. "Sleep is a capacious
topic; everyone sleeps," Rand said.
"I argued that a good way to teach
biology to kids, how the world

BACKPAGE:SENCER,pagel2

Toe Jams

All R.I.P.ped

Don't eat that!

Holy name changer

With baths arms stuck in a piece of machinery, a man used his big toe to call 911. He
was then airlifted to a hospital.

Becaus Bill Bramanti loves Pabst Blue
Ribbon beer so much, he decided to buy a
custom-made beer-can casket.

Due to the pigeons eating the marble statues, it is illegal to feed the birds at St. Mark's
Square in Venice.

Steve Kreuscher wants to legally change
his name to "In God We Trust," to symbolize the help God has given him.

Full Story @ www.reuters.com

Full Story@ www.reuters.com

Full Story@ www.reuters.com

Full Story@ www.reuters.com
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PERSPECTIVE

All things come to an end

I

SPEAKO UT ~:NA

found myself working for the paper.
I first began as a News Editor then I
became the Editor of the paper my
Cellar
next semester.
Door
The first semester that I was the
By Thomas Duarte
Editor was the most challenging. I
struggled with the stress of managLeaving behind something that ing a staff for the first time. Fourhas been a large part of my life has teen issues seem easy at first, but
turned out to be more difficult than when you start actually doing the
I ever thought. I always figured work, you find out how difficult it
that when my time to stop working really is. Having the responsibility
for Kapio arrived I would be happy of making sure the paper comes out
to be done with it. But, the people every week can sometimes be a lot
I have worked with and met along to handle. But luckily, I had a supthe way make me feel as if I don't portive staff and adviser that helped
ever want there to be a final paper me get through the semester.
for me. In a perfect world maybe I
Looking back on my time as the ,
could stay in the safety of college Editor of the paper, I realize that I
news. It's a comfortable environ- have worked with some of the best
ment of having editorial control people I will ever work with. The
and an adviser who will support chemistry has been great which has
you through just about anything been very fortunate for me. Getting
you do. And one who gives the along in a team environment is very
support and tutelage to improve as important. Without a cohesive unit,
you lose efficiency, and turning a
a person and journalist.
The Kapio Adviser, Dustin paper out every week can become
McDunn, has shaped my life and · nearly impossible.
career in ways that I will never be
This semester I took on a new
Khawta Santirukpong: "They
able to repay him. I have learned so role. My title is Associate Editor,
are both exciting and stressful.
much from him that I am going to which doesn't mean much. My role
I have too many final projects:'
miss the endless source of informa- has been to help the current editor
tion and opinion. Thanks to him, I and the entire staff make a transihave been able to grow as a journal- tion to new leadership. This has no
ist and really learn to love the field. doubt been the best semester for
When I walked into my first journal- me. Working with this group has
ismclassiwasn'tsurewhattoexpect. been something special and someI was giving the field a try and seeing thing I will never forget. Everyone
if it was something that was going here has contributed to my life in
to interest me. Apparently, it did ways that I am forever grateful for. By Bart Van Kerkhove
ADVERTISING AND ADMINISTRATION
interest me seeing as I took the next
journalism courses offered. Then I END: Backpage, page 12
Most students know that the
cost of higher education in the
United States can be substantial. As a result, a considerable
number of them have to take up
a part-time or even a full-time job
so they can cover tuition, as well
' ·
·
Lama 118
as rent and every day expenses.
In some cases, parents or the stu4303 Diamond Head Rd .
dents often take big loans to fulfill
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96816
their financial needs.
Tel: (808) 734-9120 I Fax: (808) 734-9287
When it comes to tuition costs
kapio@hawaii.edu
for higher education, the U.S. is
Thomas Duarte Associate Editor
more expensive than most other
Paige Jinbo Editor
countries. During the 2005-2006
Taressa lshimi Layout Editor
Karen Malone Copy Editor
academic year, the in-state
Matthew Akiyama Photo Editor
Christopher Yee News Editor
tuition cost for undergraduates
enrolled at public institutions,
averaged around $5,300. In addiAdditional staff
Taylor Hall, Jana Heflin, Hyunsuk Albert Park, Cassandra Park, Matt Rodgers,
tion, tuition costs more than
Jayme Sumida, Bih Yuan Tan, Ciante Valdez, Krista Whang
triples at private institutions,
according to the National center
for Education Statistics.
Remar Ibanez Delivery
This is in high contrast with
Bart Van Kerkhove Advertising and Administration
European universities. Out of 27
Dustin McDunn Adviser
countries {the 25 EU-members
plus Switzerland and Norway),
The Kapi'o is a weekly publication of the Board of Student Publicaabout half do no charge tuition
tions (BoSP) at the University of Hawai'i at Kapi'olani, an Equal Opporat all-whether the student is
tunity I Affirmative Action institution. Funding is provided by student
national or international.
fees and advertising. Circulation is 2,500.
The other countries have low
This publication reflects the opinions and views of the editors
fees, mostly varying from about
and writers who are solely responsible for content, and not neces$200-1,000, according to the Instisarily those of KCC, the faculty, or staff.
tute for Economic Research in
All submissions are welcomed. Editors reserve the right to
Munich, Germany. In addition,·
edit for length and content. Publication of any submission is
only the United Kingdom and Irenot guaranteed.
land have tuition costs similar to
For all advertising queries, send contact information to kapithose of the U.S. The majority of
oads@hawaii.edu.
these free or low-cost universi- -, ... ,.{
' .. ·'
ties are public. Private institutions
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How are do you feel about Finals?

j

Malia Mccarthy: "It's my
fourth semester so I'm used to
them, also I'm confident that
I'm doing well in my classes:'

Codi Wong: "Panicked! How
am I supposed to remember
everything that happened in a
semester?"

The cost of higher education
in the United States

KAPI'O

FLICKR.COM

With many students on a tight budget, they must also account for school fees
such as books and extra supplies. Wise planning is critical for every student.

in most countries typically have
tuition fees similar to their U.S.
counterpart. Asian countries such
as China, Japan and Thailand have
a similar cost compared to Europe,
while Australia and New-Zealand
are following the U.S.
When illustrating the discrepancies between some countries
with an example, the possible
impact of high tuition becomes
apparent. Using the current information provided by the University
of Hawaii website, the total cost to
obtain a bachelor's degree in biology at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa is roughly $25,000. That is
assuming a student enrolls in 15
credits per semester and is able to
pay residency fees. When paying
out-of-state rates, the tuition more
than doubles. The ·Belgian Uni-

versity of Ghent's Web site shows
that the same bachelor's degree at
their institution would cost $2,500,
regardless if the students are local
or international.
At first glance, it looks like there
are only advantages to be found
when it comes to the low-cost universities. Equality for all potential
students is certainly one of them.
The financial barrier is much lower
for potential students. Almost all
of the students are able to enroll
in the course they prefer despi~e
the course's length or related institution. In the U.S., low socioeconomic status students are less likely
to enroll in a more expensive university, and are less likely to earn a
degree from a four-year institution,
BACKPAGE: Education, page·1:2 ·
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Technology widens the generational gap
Writer's
Stage
By Karen Malone
The 1990 movie "Total Recall"
portrayed eye and hand scanning
devices, chip implantations and
high-resolution x-ray machines.
At the time, it all seemed so
unrealistic to me. Yet, a lot of
science-fiction-like technology
has become a reality in some way
or another.
While I was growing up, my
family didn't have cable or satellite TV. However, we did have an
antenna on the top of our roof and
the basic channels ABC, CBS and
NBC, as well as PBS if the wind
blew just right. You may have
guessed that remote controls
weren't in every household and
microwaves weren't the norm
either. During the late 70s, I'm
guessing a standard microwave
cost around $1,000. Now individuals can purchase a decent
model for $150. Like so many
inventions, the microwave was

based on military technologymore specifically, inventor Percy
Spencer found that radio waves
popped popcorn. Microwaves are,
perhaps, one of the first inventions which have led us to this
faster-paced culture. A culture of
faster food, on-the-minute news
updates and technology that
grows faster by the year. And one
that leaves the older generation
caught in a technology gap.
A few years after my parents
finally purchased a microwave,
we took another leap into this
technology-based world. We got
our first VCR. Like the early microwaves, it was very expensive, and
it was larger than the later models.
Boy, did I think my parents were
foolish because they didn't automatically know how to program
this modern marvel of its time.
I thought the VCR was so logically designed; it was so simple to
learn. "See, all you have to do is
press this button," I'd boast.
In my teens and early-adulthood, the few home computers
that did exist didn't have plugin-play hardware or the userfriendly point and click options.

Technology may be difficult and stressful to learn but that doesn't mean to give
up. Take notes of things you learn and become comfortable with the programs.

No, computer users had to manu-

ally type every command. Today,
however, personal computers are
in nearly every household. Computer programs even target preschoolers and kindergarteners.
I can just imagine a first-grader
teaching their grandparents how
to surf the Internet, check e-mail
and download music.

Now 36, I feel extremely overwhelmed by electronics-just like
my parents must have felt with
the advent of microwaves and
VCRs. I must admit, I am terrified
of technology. I find myself oblivious to text messaging and iPods. It
took me a long time to even learn
to use a thumb drive. For goodness sakes, I didn't even know

Making the most of
your college career

Preparation for job interviews
By Hyunsuk Albert Park
STAFF WRITER

By Bih Yuan Tan

The most" important things
that interviewees need are to
possess the job's necessary skills
and have the high potential that
their interviewers are looking
for. Before applying for the job,
applicants should compare the
job's qualifications with their
skills. To prepare for the interview, individuals should research
the targeted organization and
the position that they are applying for. Those applying for jobs
outside of their native language
· should first search for information in their primary language.
Afterwards, they should complete
further searches within the job's
required language.
This research may help interviewees with their listening and
conversational skills used during
the interview. Applicants should
also take time to discover who .
they are and what their strong
and weak points are, as well as
organize their thoughts before
the interview. This will help them
focus on how they want to present
themselves to the interviewer.
During the interview, explaining
one's positive points and goals are
important. The interviewees should
f{lel confident in their abilities and
feel free to actively persuade their
interviewers. However, an applicant's perceived insincerity can
have a strong impact on the interviewer's judgment of the applicant.
For instance, some eager appli-

optimism with pessimism in the
near future.
Journalism, on the other hand,
Being away from home, aca- was a whole new experience for me.
demia is my primary focus. I feel it is For this class, I had to write an artiimportant to get the most out of my cle for the Kapio on a weekly basis.
college experience; therefore, when Being an shy, it was challenging for
I was invited to join the KCC Honors me to approach a stranger for an
Curriculum Program, I embraced interview about the subject in hand.
the opportunity. Although, I must As I progressed throughout the
admit that my initial intention of semester, I found it less intimidating.
being involved in the program was Although I was still slightly uncomto enhance my resume, I came to fortable, I eventually got used to the
enjoy this valuable learning experi- process of information gathering.
ence over the course of time. I have This class allowed me to experience
tailored two of my classes into honor a whole new field that I was unfaclasses this semester---Psychology miliar with. Personally, I feel that it
is beneficial to be exposed to a wide
and Journalism.
As a psychology major, having range of experiences just to get a feel
the opportunity to gain an in-depth for what others are involved in. After
study on the subject is like killing taking Journalism, for instance, I
two birds with one stone. I had to came to appreciate the hard work
write a literature review on a topic that news writers dedicate to update
related to a self-change project that readers on the latest news.
I must say that I have gained
I was doing for the class. My choice
of research on positive psychology more than I expected by particiwas truly beneficial to me. Not only pating in the Honors Curriculum
was I able to improve my research Program. Although it did require
and writing skills, I also gained a a lot of time and effort, I feel that
new perspective in life. Stuck in a it was a worthwhile experience. I
pessimist's point of view for most of would, undoubtedly, continue to
my life, I now feel the importance of be involved in similar programs
practicing optimism and happiness throughout my college years. Readto indulge in the ups and downs of ing, hearing, or witnessing an expelife. Understanding the concepts rience is nothing like experiencing it
of positive psychology and having for yourself. Take advantage of your
read various real life examples, I time in college, and get involved
am now encouraged and motivated in activities or programs that will
to continue on with life in a more enhance your college experience.
positive light. With more practice, Leave no regrets as you walk down
I feel that I will be able to balance the aisle during graduation.
STAFF WRITER
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While being interviewed, explaining one's postive points and goals are important. Being genuinely sincere and speaking from the heart is also important.

cants may over express their good
qualities or try to hide their weaknesses. Yet these types of efforts
often lose the interviewer's trust in
the applicant. Sincerity does make
a big difference during the interviewer's decision-making process.
The potential employee should
demonstrate a polite attitude from
the heart, acting with international
manner or within the organization's cultural expectations.
Rehearsing in preparation
of the actual interview will also
help the job seeker, especially
those who are seeking a job outside their native language. It is
helpful for the job applicant to
become familiar with what they
want to say in the job's required

YouTube existed until a younger
KCC classmate introduced me to
it. The very thought of taking an
online course is frightening. Questions like, "What if technology fails
me? What if I can't figure it out?"
have replayed over and over in my
mind. Then I thought, "Why should
I continually worry over the 'what
if' questions? Why not go to the
source just like a reporter does to
cover a story?"
I've found that knowledge is
so powerful. In fact, many times
our fears and anxieties are far
worse than the actual event.
Factual information can dispel
outrageous, overblown fears.
At the minimum, facts can help
one make logical decisions and
become better prepared to handle
a bad situation. Indeed, Franklin
D. Roosevelt's words holds true
today: "The only thing we have
to fear is fear itself-nameless,
unreasoning, unjustified terror
which paralyzes needed efforts to
convert retreat into advance:' So, I
challenge you to go to the source,
replace your fears with facts and
stop stressing over something that
may or may never happen.

language. However, many diligent applicants make the same
mistakes by memorizing and
repeating prepared statements
in exact order rather than trying
to answer the interviewers questions. Being engaged in the conversation during an interview is
more important than rambling
memorized phrases.

Hyunsuk Albert Park started conducting small interviews while he was
a general manager at a restaurant
in North Carolina. Recently, he conducted interviews at a flight attendant
recruiting agency in Korea. Among
the companies the agency represented
were Emirates Group, Qatar Airways,
Singapore Airline, and GulfAir.
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Evaluation forms may
,Impact future c1asses
Though it may be time
consuming, filling out
forms benefits everyone.
By Jayme Sumida
STAFF WRITER

As the semester comes to a
close, students across the campus
complete instructor evaluation forms. The evaluation form
does allow students to indicate
their instructors' strengths and
weaknesses, as well as add additional comments and suggestions. Many instructors do feel
the evaluation forms are helpful,
including arts and . humanities
department chair Keith Kashiwada. "It benefits the instructors
to know both sides and that both
sides do exist," Kashiwada said.
Students interviewed had a
mixed reaction regarding the
evaluation forms. "Having spent
three years at KCC, I've had teachers say they're helpful:' KCC student, Melody Green, said. "They
do read they them. I see it's been
a plus:' Others like Thaddeus
Striker complete the evaluation

CAMPUS&
COMMUNITY BRIEFS
of events around KCC

Bhutan artwork on
display until May 23
"The Dragon's Gift: The Arts· of
.Bhutari" exhibit continues until May
23 at the Honolulu Academy of Arts.
For the first time, sacred artwork from
Bhutan is on display in HawaiL Some
ofthe art dates back to the 8th century.
The art exhibit consists of i 17 pieces,
including thankgas, paintings, sculptures and other artifacts. Visitors will
alsohavetheopportunitytoviewother
cultural elements such as prayers,
Cham dancing, as well as the intricate
sand mandalas created by Buddhist
monks. The museum is located at 900
South Beretania Street The operating
hours are Tuesday-Saturdays from
10 am.-2 p.m. and Sundays 1-5 p.m.
Admission is $20. For more information, call532-8700.

Instructors exhibit art
at botanical gardens
The Aloha Ho'omaluhia 23rdannual art exhibit continues until
May 25 in the gallery and gardens at
Ho'omaluhia Botanical Garden. The
annual event addresses the human
relationship with the beauty of nature
and the delicacy of the ecosystem.
At least 18 artists contributed to the
mixed-media exhibit, including David
Behlke, Russell Sunabe and Carl Jennings. The gallery is open MondaySunday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. For more
information, visit alohahoomaluhia.
com or call 233-7323.

Students show artwork at Koa Gallery
KCC student artwork is
ondisplayattheKoa
Gallery until May 9.

forms although he feels his efforts
By Ciante Valdez
doesn't make a difference.
STAFF WRITER
Similiarly, KCC student, Jeremy
Young believes that adding extra
comments were not necessary and
Art students' are recognized for
it takes too much time. "I just want their talent during KCC's annual
to fill out the bubbles and leave:'
art show event. Student's works
However, KCC vice chancellor can be found in the Koa Gallery,
of academic affairs, Louise Pagotto as well as in the Lama Library.
believes students should take more Some are displayed in cases, on
time to respond to the instructor monitors or hung on the walls.
evaluations. Every class is unique The medium includes drawings,
because each group of students paintings, sculptures, ceramics,
and their instructor bring differ- jewelry, photographs and New
ent perspectives and relation- Media Arts.
ships into the classroom. "They
The annual event began the
(the instructors) start the semes- same year the Koa Gallery was built
ter with a group of strangers; from in the 1980s.
that group, you build a community
"It seems it's getting better ever
of learners," Pagotto added.
· year. It seems students are more
Although the evaluations are confident:' Tammy Jennigs said.
not intended to help a student's Jennigs is filling in for David Behlke,
immediate academic issues, they who is currently on sabbatical.
can have an impact on future
New Media Arts student, junior
classes. The best way to know Cherie Tsukayama, enjoys the annual
about an instructor's performance shows. Her art was displayed in last
is through their students, Pagotto year's sho~ and the one before. "I
noted. As a result, the information think it's a great opportunity for stucollected can help the instructor dents to share their talent to other
better prepare for future classes. aspiring students;' Tsukayama said.
This student exhibition is free and
BACKPAGE: Evaluation, page 12
continues unill Friday, May 9. The gal-
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The Koo Gallery was established in 1980 as the KCC campus relocated from Pensacola Boulevard to its present location on Diamond Head Rood.

lery is open Monday through Friday
from 10 am. to 4 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visitors may
also purchase the students' works.
The Koa Gallery will also be open
during the summer, featuring KCC
Professor David Kuraoka's ceramics workshop. Kuraoka returned to
Hawaii after graduating from San
Francisco State University. He will
teach the workshop as a non-credit
class; however, it is accepted as a

Department of Education credit.
To reserve a seat, participants
must pay a $100. However, the total
costs for the workshop are $395
plus materials. This course is limited to sixteen stude~ts and it runs
from June 9-12.

For more information on Kuraoka's
class, call 734-9374 or visit http://
koagallery. kcc. hawaii.edu.
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Jobs in flight attendant
industry offer incentives
Flight attendant jobs are
highly sought after among
women in East Asia.

RECENT SNAPSHOTS of natiorml and world events

Passengers evacuate after New York
subway derailment

•

A subway train derailed in New
York near a Central Park station causing the evacuation of 400 passengers.
According to transit officials two cars
jumped tracks on May 4, but no one
was seriously injured. Rescue workers used a "rescue train" to evacuate
the passengers out of the tunnel.

By Hyunsuk Albert Park
STAFF WRITER

0

s

s
I

Flight attendant careers are one
of the most popular female-dominated professions in Korea, China
and Japan, as well as other countries.
It's one of the most admired professional careers for many because of
the profession's moderately high
salaries, free travel and plush accommodations between flights, as well as
respect from others.
However, because of th0se
favorable benefits, the chances of
individuals acquiring a flight atten dant career are challenging. Only
between one in 100-200 applicants
are hired as a flight attendant at any
airline in Korea.
For instance, Hyunjin Park (no
relation to the writer) applied at
various airlines for two years before
landing her job as a flight attendant at Qatar Airways. I can't even
remember how many times I've
tried and failed. But the last time, I
just wanted to talk to the interviewers sincerely and just have a good
time, showing them who I am. I
think interviewers like interviewees
who are positive and trustworthy.
After going through this job-hunting process, Park feels interviewers
are more apt to overlook the small
mistakes individuals make during
the interview process if they are
genuine. "I think, thinking about
how they lived before the interview
is more important than just memorizing the prepared English answers
over and over again:'
Park indicated that interviewees
should have .an understanding of
the flight attendant industry, as
well as know their own strengths

COURTESY OF JISU KIM

Flight attendant Jisu Kim prepared
to serve passengers a meal during a
Gulf Air flight.

Tropical Cyclone Nargis struck
Yangon, Myanmar killing at least 350
people. Tree trunks and branches
were tom offbythe cyclone's 120 mph
winds . .f\ccording to state-run media,
thousands of homes were destroyed.

Pipe bomb hits San
Diego courthouse
A suspected pipe bomb exploded
at a federal courthouse in downtown
San Diego during the early morning
May 4. The suspected bomb blew out

the front windows of the building and
no injuries were reported. The blast
occurred at about 1:40 a.m. Pacific
Time. Two guards, who were uninjured from the blast, reported the
bomb. Evidence from the scene was
colleted and sent to an FBI laboratory
in Vrrginia for analysis.

Economy in recession, Buffet says
The world's richest person, Warren
Buffet said the U.S. economy is in a
recession. During a news conference
on May 4 Buffet claimed that people
are doing worse financially than they
were eight months ago. In contrast the
U.S. Commerce Department reported
that the economy grew at a 0.6 percent
rate in the first quarter of the year.

instead of just fo cusing on their
interview skills.
However, becoming a flight attendant is more than a job title; it's a lifestyle. Becoming a flight attendant in a
foreign country could be lonely sometimes, said Gulf Air flight attendant
Jisu Kim. Even after you pass the high
competition to become a flight attendant, all different kinds of customers,
and unexpected happenings are waiting for you in the air. But when you
get off the airplane, you forget about
every stressful thing that happened
and feel free most of the time. In Addition to that, sweet compensation such
as great hotels and exciting travel sites
from all over the world are waiting for
us at each destination:'
There are more flight attendant
job openings this year than ever
before. Many airlines are recruiting flight attendants in advance
to support an influx of passengers
during the Olympic 2009 games.
In addition, more international
airports are being built around
the world, including the Middle
East and Asia.

KCC helps to feed the hungry

''Trans.err1ng
" . to HPU was a great dec1s1on
. . ...
HPU accepted almost all of my credits while other colleges did not. From the moment I registered,
I felt as though my education was just as important to HPU as it was to me. The advising staff was
always available whenever I had questions about classes and my educational goals. This gave me
asense of security, knowing that someone was there to help guide me. The faculty were always
available too; I could meet with them whenever I needed advice. I'm glad I chose HPU, and that
. w1th
. my Bachelor's degree from such agreat place! "
I'm graduatmg
- Lorrie Kim, Travel Industry Management, Class of 2008

The KCC food drive ended on April16. The Hawaii
Foodbankwillrecieve $1,183.59 from KCC donations,
which is 189 percent more than the target monetary
goal of $625. It is also a 300 percent increase over
last year's monetary donation of $395. In addition, a
total of 363 pounds of donated food items were collected. This is a 185 percent increase over last year's
donated food items of 196 pounds.

Get where you want to go...
Call (808) 544-0238 • www.hpu.edu/transfer
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KAREN MALONE I KAPIO

MATTHEW AKIYAMA I KAPIO

(Left) Pure Joy was among the vendors waiting for customers during the April 29 Mother's Day craft fair at KCC . (Right) Customer ~etitio Dong (for right) considers purchasing a beaded necklace . Coordinated by the Office of Student Activities, the event was held in the Ohio Cafeteria from 9 a.m .-2 p.m : _a nd featured ten ven'dors. The vendors brought a variety of merchandise,
including pendants, bracelets, clothing, purses, hair accessories and frames . Jf_
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Vendors at the the Surf Fest sold beociH-ealted items and donated a portion of their profits to the Malama Hawaii
program. The program focuses on Pacific Island and Native Hawaiian studies at KCC. In the past, the program' s
students donated care packages to kupuna and provided the opening chant during the international festival.

GETTING INVOLVED WITH KCC ACTIVITIES:
.. KCC Office of Student Activities:
www.kcc.hawaii.edu/object/osa.html
734-9576

.. Class Availability at KCC:
myuhhawaii.edu/uhdad/avail.classes?i=KAP&t=20091 0
MATIHEW AKIYAMA I KAPIO

Kimmy Chang (left) sold her hand-made jewelry at the KCC Mother's Day craft fair. Chang
had participated in previous craft fairs coordinated by the Office of Student Activities. Her
jevelry'can be found at Valerie Joseph, Under Hula Moon and Three Wishe~ in Paradise.

.. Calendar of Events:
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=osakcc%40gmail.com

•
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TARESSA ISHIMI / KAPIO

KCC music and hula students performed at the Ala Moana Center Stage on May 4. (Above) KCC instructor Stuart Nago (bottom left) performed with his guitar stud e nts during the concert.
(Below right) KCC Assistant Professor Lin a Doo greeted the Ala Moana crowd as the KCC Chorus waited to sing. The next chorus concert is scheduled for May 10 at 7:30p.m. in Maile 101.

Physics instructor Herve Collin tossed a pitch to Tevita Akauola on Friday May 2. The two are part of
the Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics WifAeball team. The STEM team was the only
team to show up for the Third Ann ual KCC WifAeball Tournament. Unforeseen circumstances caused
the tournament to be postponed until May 9 when they will try to play again . For mo re information
contact Louise Pagotto by e-mail at pagotto@hawaii.edu . A minimum of 4 players are needed for each
team and no more than six can be on the fleld at anytime .

. I
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_j(CC student ~eceives schola~ship
ana ~ep~esents flawaii at national convention
By Bib Yuan Tan
STAFF WRITER

USA Today recently recognized KCC student Nari Okui
as an All-USA Academic Team
recipient. Receiving the highest
application score in Hawaii, Okui
was named as Hawaii's New Century Scholar and had the opportunity to represent Hawaii at the
American Association of Community Colleges Convention,
which was held
in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
April 5-8.
Okui felt honored to represent
KCC during the
convention. "It
was an eye-opening experience;'
Okui said. "I learned a lot about
what other people have been doing
and how we, as students, can have a
big impact:' Not only did she receive
recognition during the convention,
Okui was also awarded with a $2,000
scholarship for her exceptional service to the community.
However, the rewards of volunteering and service learning are
not monetary; the rewards are the
inner feelings one gets when doing
for others, according to Phi Theta
Kappa advisor Candy Branson. "I
felt very strongly that the Honors
Advisory Committee had recommended the right candidate;'

Branson said. "When I think about
service, I think about Nari:'
As the vice president of service
for Phi Theta Kappa, a servicelearning pathway leader and an
active volunteer of Aloha Medical
Mission, Okui is seen as a knowledgeable leader who is capable of
coordinating major campus and
community events. With Okui's
skills, she was an ideal candidate
to help maximize volunteering
efforts at KCC by combining the
different service programs on
campus. "I knew Nari was the key
to uniting all these programs due
to her involvement on campus,"
Branson said. "She had the drive
and passion."
Itis Okui's motivation to improve
the community that makes her
stand out. In addition, serving the
community has always.been a great
experience for Okui.
Okui
believes
students
should take advantage of the
rich resources available at KCC.
Besides the community service
opportunities, KCC also has experienced and helpful faculty members who are more than happy to
assist students. "It's a reflection
of how great the faculty is," Okui
said. "I don't think I would have
gotten as far as I had if it weren't
for them:' She feels that advancing to the next level is as simple as

letting the right person know you
are interested to do more.
In fact, students are presented
with many different opportunities, according to Okui. "It's what
you do with the opportunity. You
need to take the initiative-that's
the difference between a successful and unsuccessful student."
However, students often lack
confidence, and, consequently,
they don't seek the opportunities
they deserve. "I think that students always believe that scholarships are going to someoJ:?.e .
else,"· Branson said. "Students
should be aware that just being
nominated, even if they do not
win, opens doors."
Okui will soon take brave new
strides toward her career goals, as
well as consider the opportunities
that come her way. After graduating from KCC this May, Okui plans
to pursue a bachelor's degree in
biology at the University of Hawaii
at Manoa before continuing on to a
master's program in public healtlf.
Above: Nari Okui received the Student
Leadership Award from Bob Franco,
director of Planning and Grants, on
April29 at the Ka lkena Dining Room.
Below: During World Aids Day in
2007, Okui (left) and Noweo Kai
knelt next to the "quilt of Aowers" on
KCC's Great Lawn.

Class with Kumar: U. Penn students say actor's class a hit
By Priyanka Dev

Actor Kal Penn,
from the "Harold
and Kumar,"
movies spent a
semester teaching Asian Studies
at the University
of Pennsylvania.

UWIRE

Actor Kalpen Modi-more
fondly known as Kal Penn-conquered Hollywood after his hit
movie "Harold and Kumar Go to
White Castle:' But, with students
raving about his Asian American Studies class at the University
of Pennsylvania as the semester
ends, it seems Modi has conquered
something perhaps more significant than teenage humor: the field
of academia.
"I was a little skeptical at first
aboutwhat credentials gave him the
right to teach a class at Penn;' said
a college senior and Cinema Studies major who requested anonymity because all students enrolled
in the class signed a waiver saying
they would not talk to non-class
members about its content.
"By the end of the class, I realized it wasn't his academic credentials that got him here, it was his
experience in the field - which is
equally valuable;' she said.
Modi, who served as an adjunct
professor in the Asian American

11

Penn

Studies Department, taught ASAM
109: Images of Asian Americans
in the Media this past semester.
His interest in teaching at Penn
stemmed from the lectures he had
given about how race and gender
identity play out in the media, in
addition to Penn's robust ASAM
program which Modi discovered
last November.
"What I really found most interesting was the ability to take the
experiences that I had as an actor
and find how they were socially relevant;' Modi told The Daily Pennsylvanian earlier this semester.
Despite juggling the teaching stint with filming for the FOX
hit TV series "House;' Modi was
accessible and took a keen interest
in his role as a teacher, according
to his students.

Aside from his efforts to be
available and approachable, students said they also appreciated his
alternative teaching style and the
unique life experiences he brought
to the classroom.
A Penn junior said he Emphasized the value of the assigned
readings by relating it back to
what he went through as an Asian
American actor."
She added that, though Modi ·
was very professional, his humor
"definitely added a spark to his
class:'
Kao said she has heard "great
things" about Modi's time here.
"He's a different kind of person
compared to a regular standing faculty member;' she said. 1 think he
did a great job:'
Kao added tl1at there were still
no plans to have him teach aiain at
the university in the future.
When asked if ASAM was planning on bringing other Hollywood
names in to teach, Kao responded
that the department is not actively
pursuing any leads.
"Anything is possible," she said.
I would never say never:'

GOOGLE

Actor Kalpen Modi portrays Dr. Kutner in Fox channel's "House." Modi
is also known for stint in "National Lampoon's Van Wilder."

He scheduled multiple office
hours on various days and organized group lunches at which
smaller groups of students from the
approximately 80-person lecture
class could sit down with him to
discuss class material and Modi's
life experiences.
"He did much more than a regu-

lar faculty member would normally
do;' Asian American Studies director Grace Kao said. "In some ways,
he brings more to the classroom:'
One Penn senior in the class
said that Modi even led a recitation on a day when the regular
recitation instructor planned to
cancel class.

11
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uto a Qritty masterpiete
By Christopher Yee
NEWS EDITOR
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Over the years, Grand Theft Auto has
been both loved and criticized for its edgy
open-world gameplay that lets players take
on the role of a gun for hire as they climb the
ranks of the criminal underworld. The new
Grand Theft Auto 1\T, the first true numbered
sequel since 2001's GTA3, sheds much of the ·
baggage that defined the previous generation of GTA titles. There is still plot-driven
missions and the ability for the player to run
amok on a crime wave across the city. But
what is different about the game is how truly
alive it feels.
The player takes on the role of Niko Bellic,
an immigrant coming to Liberty City (Rockstar Games' fictional rendition of New York
City), to live the American dream and to find
closure to the dark events of his past. Niko
is east European, and speaks with a heavy
. accent. While it seems that Niko may be hard
to relate to, his personality and natural drive
m~ke him the most likable GTA protagonist
to date. He is a mercenary who will work for
anyone who will pay him, but he carries out
his tasks with conviction and has an undeniable charm that makes you gravitate toward
him and want to find out more.
Fresh off the boat, Niko is reunited with
his cousin Roman, who had been describing
his life in America as that of a playboy. What
Niko discovers is that Roman is merely a cab
company owner who has financial troubles
from loan sharks and the Russian mob. Convinced to take work from the Russians to
keep his cousin safe, Niko gets sucked into
the criminal world of Liberty City as things
go from bad to awful in a flash.
The missions that you take on as Niko
can range from simple tasks like stealing
a car and taking it to a warehouse to be
stripped to providing protection for a drug

deal. More missions become available as
Niko meets new contacts in Liberty City.
The mission structure also introduces.one of
GTA4's best new features, Niko's cell phone.
Niko will get calls or text messages when
new missions become available. Plans can
also be arranged with friends to hang out
and enjoy some of the social activities the
city has to offer.
Hanging out with friends and girlfriends
in the game is something that brings a whole
new element to playing the game. By socializing, the player can reach a strong relationship
status and receive the friend's special services. For instance, one girlfriend is a nurse
who will give Niko first-aid advice when he is
hurt and another will drive to a nearby ally to
sell Niko weapons at a discounted price.
When going out with a friend, you have
options that include bowling or playing
darts, going to a comedy show that features
digital representations of comedians Katt
Williams and Ricky Gervais, or even just
going to a bar.
It's worth noting that after drinking, Niko
and his companion will be thoroughly drunk
and will not be able to stand upright. The
screen will wobble and blur, Niko will tumble
and stagger, and driving becomes an exercise of patience with a swerving vehicle and
blurred vision. Not only is driving difficult
and discouraged by Niko, who will audibly
disapprove of driving drunk, but the police
will notice immediately if you are driving
drunk and try to arrest you.
The police in the game are in a much
larger concentration than they were in previous titles, which make committing crimes
like breaking into cars inconvenient. Getting away from the police can be done by
either escaping the police search radius,

which is shown on the map, or going to a
Pay n' Spray to recolor the car. Pay n' Sprays
advance the game three hours when used
and can only be used if the police don't see
you enter the garage.
Combat has been vastly improved from
previous games, whiCh had you aiming in
the general vicinity of targets. GTA4 features
a partial lock system that lets you aim freely
by depressing the left trigger haifway to aim
freely and will lock on to targets with the trigger fully-pressed. When locked onto a target,
aim can be slightly tweaked to aim at different areas of a target.
Gunplay has also added in a cover system
that will let Niko hide behind corners and
peer out to see where targets are coming
from. Niko can either blind fire from cover or
lock on to a target and pop out to get a better
shot at them. Hand-to-hand combat includes
new combos, kicks and the ability to defend
and disarm other opponents.
Graphically, GTA4 looks great with some
good lighting effects and spectacular explosions. Weather is handled well, with rainstorms catching light from street lamps and
lighting flashing across the screen. Citizens
will pull out umbrellas or run with a newspaper over their heads.
Niko himself is animated extremely well
as he will respond to the environment by
shifting his weight, placing one foot on the
curb and brushing by people as he walks
through crowds.
There are, however, some graphical issues
with GTA4. Some textures and objects will
take a little longer to load than others, which
can result in an occasional streetlamp unexpectedly popping in front of you.
The city itself is massive and is unrecognizable when compared to its very different

predecessor from GTA3. The city sprawls
across several boroughs, which take on the
characteristics of Brooklyn, the Bronx, Manhattan and New Jersey.
Adding to the aesthetic of Liberty City,
some 2000 lines of dialogue were recorded
for banter between Niko and his contacts.
The dialogue is witty and sharp and shows
great devotion to the story aspect of the
game. The radio is back and features over
10 stations with genres like classic rock, hiphop, Spanish and talk radio. Each station
features a unique DJ with celebrities like
Iggy Pop and Juliette Lewis playing wisecracking versions of themselves.
Rockstar Games also added in a series of
online multiplayer modes. The first and most
enjoyable is the ability to run freely around
Liberty City with up to 16 people. Parameters can be defined, including the density
of police in the city, wanted level start up,
as well as weather and time of day. Other
modes include deathmatch, Car Jack City (a
race to steal a target car), GTA Race, TurfWar,
Mafia Work (a race to finish mob tasks) and
Cops n' Crooks. Cops n' Crooks puts players
in teams of criminals and police, the object
is simple; the crooks try to escape, and the
police try to stop them.
No matter where you turn in Liberty City,
the game offers something that is unique.
There are restaurants to eat at, landmarks to
visit and an Internet cafe to visit. Say what
you will about the content and dangers about
GTA, but GTA4 is more than just stealing cars
and going on crime sprees. Although the
main story is what makes the game great, it
is the little things that it offers that make it
incredible. GTA4 is a game that transcends
being something just to play. It becomes
something you live.
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Area designer creates unique costumes
Marilyn Keller's designs
were featured on the Andy
Bumatai Show May 2.
By Krista Whang
STAFF WRITER

Those looking for a unique
costume may find it at Marilyn's
Masquerade. From Halloween costUmes to showgirl outfits, Marilyn
Keller has made costume design her
life's work. Keller started designing clothing in Fort Lauderdale. At
the time, her daughter owned two
clothing stores in Florida. Initially,
Keller assisted her daughter during
shopping trips to purchase clothing
and fabrics. Eventually, the pair of
designers moved to California and
opened a store on Sunset Avenue.
"That's when we started designing
for celebrities;' Keller said. "I've
worked with Prince, Kenny Rogers,
and even Siegfried and Roy;' Keller
said. "Once, they even brought
their tiger cubs into the dressing
rooms!" Keller's daughter eventually married, and the entire family
moved to Las Vegas. "We had a
store there for about four years, and
that's also when my daughter and
her husband purchased a house on
the Big Island:'

PHOTOS COURfESY OF STAR BULLETlN

Marilyn Keller1 of Marilyn's Masquerade, creates custom designs for her clients, as well as rents her pre-mode costumes.

For a while, Keller stayed at her
daughter's Big Island retreat. However, she eventually relocated to
further her clothing design business. "I moved to Maui to survey
the scene for clothing design, and
that's when I found out that the
only place I could do something
like that was Waikiki:' After de bating about what kind of clothing to
design, Keller settled on opening
a costume rental and retail store.
"I didn't want to compete with all
the designers in Ala Moana, and
my sister had just opened up a

costume store on the mainland;' different periods. Art Deco, the
Keller said. "I've always loved to 50s, 60s and 70s;' Keller said. "I
do costumes, so that was it:'
think every era had its trend. Right
Although Halloween is her busi- now it's tattoos, high heels and low
est time of year, Keller also designs cut jeans:' She also holds a special
costumes for Cinco de Mayo, Mardi fondness for her Vegas show outGras, as well as most other occa- fits. "They're spectacular and glitzy
sions. Television viewers may rec- and that's kind of me!"
In addition to renting-and selling
ognize her designs from the Andy
Burnatai Show, which aired on May pre-made costumes, Keller can turn
2. During the segment, three female. old clothing into a new costume.
and two male models showcased "Sometimes I just add to basic outfits, like if people need shoulder
Keller's Cinco de Mayo outfits.
Creating period pieces is another pads, or wings, or stand up collars
one of her specialties. "I like all the · for Victorian era stuff' Individuals

wanting a one-of-a-kind costume
should visit Keller three months
in advance. Keller dedicates many
hours to create the perfect custom
design to fit her customer's needs.
"I want to make the highest quality
items possible;' Keller said. "There's
really no limit to costume design,
and that's why I love it. I plan on
designing costumes forever:'

For more information, call
395-3560 or email mkeller@
hawaii.rr.com. Marilyn's Masquerade is located at 1777 Ala
Moana Blvd. #832.

'

Annual Transfer Scholarships
are now available.
Chaminade University of Honolulu is now offering
transfer scholarships to Accounting Majors with a
GPA of 3.25 or higher. In addition to high academic
standards, Chaminade offers small class sizes to
ensure a personal learning environment. Federal
financial aid is also available. For a free transfer
credit evaluation, call 739-8340 or 739-8554.

----

--

Chaminade University
OF

HONOLULU

3140 Waialae Ave., Honolulu, Hawaii 96816 www.chaminade.edu

•
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THEATRE EVENTS
around Oahu

"The Producers" to
debut at DHT
Local actors Dennis Proulx and
Don Nahaku portray scoundrels in the
upcoming Diamond Head Theatre
production "The Producers:' During
the outrages musical comedy, Max
Bialystock (Proulx) and his sidekick
Leo Bloom (Nahaku) scheme to create
a guaranteed musical flop in order to
swindle their backers out of millions.
Featuring songs like "Springtinle for
Hitler,'' the production is so outrageous and flamboyant, their musical
mess becomes a smashing success.
Under the direction and choreography of John Rampage and musical
direction of Emmett Yoskioka, "The
Producers" debuts May 16 and continues until May 31. The show times
are Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 4 p.m. Additional matinee
performances are scheduled May 24
and 31 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $12-42.
Students, seniors and active-duty
receive discounts on select seats. For
reservations, visit diamondheadtheatre.com or call733-0274.
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COURTESY OF ACT
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In the upcoming Army Community Theatre production of "Bye Bye Birdie,"
Kanani Rogers portrays a swooning
teen while Joey Calderone portrays her
teen dream Conrad Birdie.

'f

s
1

Agatha Christie murder-mystery at MVT

'l

Guests are lured to a secluded mansion in Agatha Christie's '1\nd Then
there were None;' which premieres at
the Manoa Valley Theatre May 14. The
unsuspecting guests find themselves
revisiting past indiscretions and facing
a mysterious avenger. Under the direc.tion ofBetty Burdick, the murder-mystery continues through May 25. Show
times are Wednesday and Thursdays
at 7:30pm., Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 4 p.m. Tickets are
$15-25. For reservations, visit manoavalleytheatre.com or call988-6131.

A
The musicai"Bye Bye
Birdie" opens May 8 and
runs through May 24.
By Karen Malone
COPY EDITOR

The Army Community Theatre (ACT) production of "Bye Bye
Birdie" is in its final push before its
May 8 opening. Actors, including
newcomer Troy Manandic, scurry
to their costume fittings and make
last-minute adjustments to their
scenes "It's interesting seeing the
whole puzzle thing pu~. together;'
Manandic said.
Initially cast as a teen ensemble
member, the. 20-something-yearold also portrays a variety other
characters. "Since there is a lack of
guys, they also have me as a Shriner
and a gangster;' Manandic said. "It's
fun but challenging to change characters so often:' Manandic's appearances are sprinkled throughout the
show, including the big song and
dance number "The Telephone
Hour" during the first act.
"This ("Bye Bye Birdie") is a stepping stone for me;' Manandic said.
"It's given me more confidence:'
Manandic plans to audition for
Manoa Valley Theatre's "Rocky
Horror Show:'
All together, 29 children, teen
and adult actors make up the cast
oC'Bye :aye Birdie:" · · • · · ' ' · ·

Mid-pac takes audiences on a world tour

COURTESY OF ACT

(Left to right) Actors Kamie Hobbs Berkey, Ryan Eror, and Kanani Rogers portray the MacAfee family in ·the upcoming production of "Bye Bye Birdie."

Many of the younger cast members are involved in the youth
program Shootingforthe Stars at Diamond Head Theatre, such as Kanani
Ro~ers who plays Kim MacMee. ACT
audiences may remember Kanani
Rogers as Pepper from the November 2006 production of "Annie:'
Among the adult actors, Shanan
Colvin, who played the title role
"Aida" in the last ACT production,
earned her subsequent role as Rose
Alvarez. ACT regulars may also
recognize long-time performers
Gerrick Julio as Freddie and Susan
Koontz as the Mayor's wife.
Throughout the show, "Bye Bye
:Birdie'' 'pivots aroun(f 195'08 .teeri .

idol Conrad Birdie. Birdie, played
Joey Calderone, is an Elvis-type,
sporting sideburns, a pompadour
hairdo and rock 'n' roll attire.
When Birdie reveals he's about
to be drafted into the Army, his
publicist's secretary, Rose, pushes
for a farewell publicity stunt. As part
of the promotion, Kim wins a contest to kiss the teen dream during a
national television program. "She
never does actually kiss (Birdie) ;•
Kanani Rogers said. "Her boyfriend
becomes jealous:'
Although "Bye Bye Birdie" takes
place during the 1950s, it is relevant
to today's audiences, according to
director Scott Rogers, who is also

·actor K:;mani· Rogers' father. It's a
coming-of-age story, examining
generational differences between
teens·and parents, he added. "Some
things never change:'
Theatre enthusiasts may remember some of the show's musical
numbers, including "Kids;' "Put
on a Happy Face;' and "Got a lot of
Living tq do:' "It's a lot of fun with
a lot of singing and dancing;' Scott
Rogers said. "It's really ari enjoyable,
fun show. No thinking is required.
Just go to have a good time:'
With the musical direction ofKeith
Griffin and choreography by Katherine Jones, "Bye Bye Birdie" premieres
Thursday, May 8. Subsequent shows
are Fridays and Saturdays from May
9-24. All performances begin at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $12-20.
For tickets, visit www.armytheatre.
com or call438-4480/5230.

Audiences journey through three
tales of the heart and imagination
during the musical "Folk Tales from
Faraway Places" at the Mid-Pacific
Institute School of the Arts. Under
the direction of Coco Wiel, the show
continues May 9-11 in the Kawaiaha'o
Recital Hall. Show times are 7 p.m.
Friday; 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday; and
2 p.m Sunday. Tickets are $5-20. For
reservations, call973-5066. Visit www.
midpac.edu for more information.

ACT readers' group
perform "The Great
God Brown"
The reader's theatre actors will
explore the sensual, symbolic and
poetic use of masks and text in "The
Great God Brown:' Under the direction of Vanita Rae Smith, the drama
runs May 11, 18 and 25 at 2 p.m. at
the Army Commuity Theatre located
on Fort Shafter. Tickets are $8. For
more infoirriation; call '438~it48o.
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SENCER:
Continued from page I

works according to biology, would
be to use sleep, because everyone
experiences sleep. Everybody knows
what good sleep it, everyone knows
what bad sleep is; it's such a big
broad topic:' From this idea, Rand
decided to build the course, Physiology 160: The Science of Sleep.
Initial reports and poster papers
were done on this course, and it was
then taken to the SENCER group
and according to Rand, it was well
received. "Rather than 28 chapters
in a textbook, ripping through it and
getting a little bit of each, they (students) take one topic and they really
know it well and they relate it to all
the other important things that we
try to teach them in the following
courses;' Rand said.
One of the main purposes of participating in SENCER is to benefit the
students. According to Rand, it's a
way of freshening the way things our
taught. "It's good for the faculty and
students because it gets us (faculty)
thinking some more and gets you
(students) out of the box;' Rand said.
According to KCC student,
Courtney Espueneva, SENCER is
beneficial to the students. "I think
that especially in today's society,
colleges need to offer more diverse
courses;' Espueneva said. "Typical
math, English and science courses
are fine and all but courses regarding global warming and sleep I
think are essential to have on the
curriculum:'
There's an application process that
schools must go through in order to
participate. However, the submission
of the application itself does not mean
an automatic entry into SENCER. Part
of the application is to write ideas
about a capacious topic, and from
there the SENCER group will do the
selecting. "I think that we (KCC) have
an in because we've done it before

Education:
Continued from page 2

~·

according to research done by
Marvin Tatus, who studies the phenomenon. Only 46 percent of freshmen students located in the bottom
quarter of the socioeconomic scale
completed college within six years
after enrolling in the same fouryear institution. However, 7l percent of those in the highest quarter
of the scale completed college in
the same time frame. It seems clear
that not having a lot of money can
limit your choices and the chance
of success when pursuing higher
education.
As a result of high costs, students often have to engage in ajob
to be able to pay for their studies.
About 80 percent of the students
located in the bottom quarter
of the socioeconomic scale are
employed, compared to only 50
percent of the students coming
from the top quarter. In addition,
the first group works on average
50 percent more hours than their

The SENCER group will meet at the University of Santa Clara from Aug. 4-7.

and have been successful with it, so
we always seemed to be asked back;'
Rand said.
This year, one of the topics that
Rand and some of the other faculty
have considered bringing to SENCER
is the animal extinction in Hawaii.
According to Rand, Hawaii has a vast
rate of extinction of animals. Animals
are being lost at an extremely high
rate because the animals indigenous
to Hawaii have no where else to go.
Rand believes that a course can be
taught surrounding this issue. "There's
the conservation side; you can teach
about how to help animals or plants
that are becoining extinct ·There's
always the social science question:
what can you do?' Rand said.
Jeffrey Hong, KCC student, ·said
that an extinction course would be
something he'd definitely be interested in. "A whole course dedicated
to extinction would be awesome;'
Hong said. "I think it's essential to
offer this kind of cotirse. I don't know
why it's not already a course; it's such
a big topic and it's really important:'
However, Tamitha Lee, believes
that before new courses are added
to curriculum, some of the core
classes, like biology, should be
spiced up a little. 'Tin not opposed

to new courses regarding global
warming, sleep or extinction being
added to the schedule of courses,
but classes like biology and chemistry should be freshened up;' Lee
said. "A different approach to teaching these subjects would make it
more a little more enjoyable:'
Lee's opllllon is something
that has been brought up with the
SENCER group. "Some people are
starting to question why we still teach
biology the same way we taught it for
300 years;' Rand said. "The question
has been brought up that, maybe we
should change the way we do things
like is it important if we teach students to memorize the periodic table
of elements or is it more important
for them to understand how this
chemical is affecting our society:'
Right now, Rand, Herve Collin,
Bob Franco, Bob Moeng and Wendy
Kuntz are all planning to participate in
SENCER. It is from Aug. 4 through the
7. "It's (SENCER) aneatwayofgetting
everybody thinking about how to best
educate kids and that's always great
and that's what we do; that's what
we're supposed to be thinking about
all the time but we tend to get in a rut;'
Rand said. "That's why these kinds of
programs are nice; it gets us moving:'

counterparts. A survey of graduating seniors from the University
of Hawaii at Manoa in spring 2002
showed that 89 percent of their
students were enrolled in some
form of employment, said Myrtle ·
Ching-Rappa, who works at the
Center for Career Development &
Student Employment. This is even
higher than the national average
of 78 percent.
Nevertheless,
the
number
of people forced to get a loan to
enable them to pay for their education appears to be rising. In 2002,
the average undergraduate student loan debt was $18,900. This
is double than the 1992 average of
9,200, according to the National
Center for Education Statistics.
In total, about 35 percent of all
undergraduate students in the U.S.
take one or more loans during the
course of their studies.
Low-cost
education literary comes with a price as well.
Almost all countries using this
system have a tradition of high
taxes. This basically means that
the whole population pays for

higher education, whether they
personally profit from it or not.
Clearly, .this is a more socialistic approach. Everybody works
together to create a favorable
environment for society. This is
in contrast with the system used
in the U.S. It dictates that individuals only pay for what they
use themselves. Both structures
have their strengths and weaknesses, and it is up to individuals
to decide which one they prefer;
nevertheless, the adopted system
clearly has a major impact on the
people undergoing it.
After reading all this, students
might consider studying abroad
for a change. As shown, it could
save them a lot of money, while
getting them the experience of
living in a different culture and
environment.

For more information, visit www.
kcc. hawaii. edu/ object/ studyabroad.htm or call the International
program coordinator Ken Kiyohara
at 734-982 or visit the Honda International Center in Iliahi 112.

Everything comes to an end. You must move on and try to make the best of the situation you are left with . Your past experiences will pave the road for your future.

End:
Continued from page 2

They each have a unique background
and personality that makes coming
to work on the paper a true joy.
As I move on, so does the
Kapio adviser. He has chosen to
relocate back to the mainland
and start on a new journey. I
will miss working with him and
want to thank him for everything
he ·has done for me. I want him
to know that it is thanks to him
that I have been able to accom-

Evaluation:
Continued from page 4

"Some things may ·alter, including
the time of the class or the different
experiences that students have;'
Pagotto said.
Students shouldn't rely on the
evaluation forms to help their immediate academic concerns. "If students
are having problems, ~culties or

p lish what I have accomplished
within journalism. I believe I
can become a good journalist because he has given me the
confidence and reassurance. His
long conversations about any
subject you can think of will be
something I will really miss.
My time is done with the Kapio,
but I am moving on to better things.
Well, at least I hope that is true.
During the semester my life has
change drastically, but I have been
told change is good.
I hope th~it is true.

challenges in the class they should
bring it up during the semester,"
Kashiwada advised. If students don't
ask any questions about the lesson, for
instance, the instructor may assume
there isn't a problem. Kashiwada suggested that students should first talk
to their instructor. They can also talk
to the instructor's department chair if
the problem wasn't resolved. "We're
human, we won't always know how
people perceive us:'

