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NEWSCRACKS 

Dumped! 
AP-A woman is suing a 
Pennsylvania sports bar and 
restaurant for getting stuck 
inside a toilet bowl for 20 
minutes after the seat broke. 

AP 

AP 

Pupsicle 
AP-A 120-pound survived 
being frozen to a sidewalk 
overnight, probably because 
he was insulated by layers 
of fat. 

AP 

Christmas tree attack 
AP-A Florida man who lives 
with his parents has been 
charged with attacki~g his 
father with a Christmas tree 
and its metal stand. 
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Lifelong learner is retiring 
Office of Student Activities 
coordinator retires after 7 0 
years of servicing KCC 
By Christopher Yee 
NEWS EDITOR 

After spending most of his life 
in education, including 10 years as 
Office of Student Activities coordi
nator, George Higa is ready to call 
it a career. 

Higa came to KCC as OSA 
coordinator in November of 1998, 
marking a homecoming to the UH 
system where he first began work
ing at the Manoa campus in 1968 
as a financial aid office, campus 
registrar and academic advisor for 
secondary education. 

Higa considers himself a prod
uct of the public school system, 
having earned four degrees from 
UH Manoa, including his doctorate 
in education administration. 

"I've been in school most of my 
life;' Higa said. 

In 1997 and 1998, Higa was 
hired as a senate higher education 
committee clerk. 

"I enjoyed being in the legisla
ture;' he said. 

"It's an education in itself, to be 
in the bowels of the legislature. To. 
see a bill from the first reading and 
if it ever gets through to become 
law you see it all the way through:' 

As a senate clerk, Higa worked 
closely with bills attaining to higher 
education including. a bill restruc
turing the status of the UH student 
regent. 

LINDSEY FUJIMOTO/KAPI'O 

George Higa (above) has been the Offlce of Student Activities coordinator at 
KCC for ~ 0 years. He has spent most of his career working in the UH system, 
which is also his alma mater. His retirement plans including brushing up on his 
golfing game and traveling. Higa is looking forward to it. 

When the bill was first intro
duced, the student representative 
on UH's board of regents was to be 
only a half time board member and 
would only receive half the voting 

influence other board members 
received. 

"I told my senator that doesn't 
make sense. That student regent 
should have equal footing with the 

rest of the regents. They shouldn't 
be afraid because he or she will 
only be one vote:' 

With Riga's advice, the bill was 
amended to allow the student 
regent the same voting power as 
the other UH regents. 

Despite a prominent role in two 
legislative sessions, Higa desired to 
finish his career at UH. 

"My intention was to always go 
back to the University of Hawai\" 
he said, "because when I left in 
1991 I had 23 years of creditable 
service for retirement:' 

When he came to KCC as OSA 
coordinator, he came to an office 
that did not have a full-time advi
sor in three years and the office was 
only open half of the day. 

"This was frustrating to the stu
dent leaders in student government 
and the board of student activities:' 

Higa was hired as a result of the 
decision by student leaders Roy 
Unemura and Raymond Feliciano 
use the surplus money accumu
lated by OSA to reopen the position 
of full- time adviser. 

OSA was previously allotted five 
dollars a semester per student to 
pay for activities and their interior 
positions. 

While Higa's hiring was a result 
of the use of the OSA surplus, a long 
term solution needed to be found. 

Higa said that one of his first 
tasks was that he needed to con
vince the board of regents to lift the 
$5 cap to a higher amount. 

HIGA: See page 8 

Low turnout cancels study activity 
Study With Your Buddy 
will not be available this 
semester as finals near 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

With the Study With Your Buddy 
activity not available, students will 
have to look for alternatives places 
to do their late-night studying. 

This is the third semester that 
this Office of Student Activities 
event is not being offered. 

"Right now we're lobbying in 
a very nice way to have it be rein
stated;' said Liana Hofschneider, 
Student Congress chairperson. 

The Study With Your Buddy 
activity is an event in which stu
dents would come together in the 
'Ohi'a cafeteria and prepare for 
upcoming exams and work on final 
projects or papers. 

It was always conducted the 
week before finals exams com
menced. 

The cafeteria would re-open at 6 
p.m. and stay open until midnight 
or later. 

Free light snacks, fruits and 
drinks, including coffee were 
served. 

There were also faculty mem
bers who volunteered to help to 
serve as tutors and hold group 
study sessions. 

"It kind of blows that its (Study 
With Your Buddy) not being avail
able to us anymore. It's not fair;' 
said Chantel Machado, a KCC stu
dent. 

Machado, 24, psychology major, 
used to look forward to the event 
because it gave her a better atmo
sphere to study in. 

Student Congress members 
have recently sent a memo to the 
interim chair of OSA pushing for 
the event to be reinstated. 

However, the request was 
denied. 

According to Hofschneider, the 
reason for this is due to low atten-

EXTENDED LAMA 
... LIBRARY HOURS 

. . 

»Friday, Dec. 12 .-7:30 
. a.m. to 6 p.m. 

.» Saturday,Dec. 13 - 1 o 
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>>Sunday, Dec. 14- 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

»Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Dec. 15 to 
17 .:..._7:30a.m. to 8 p.m. 

dance. 
Office of Student Activities 

wanted to see at least 300 stu
dents utilizing the space and help, 
Hofschneider said. 

The last time Study With Your 
Buddy took place was in 2007. Only 

197 students that participated. 
"This is the only event directly 

tied to academics;' Hofschneider 
said. 

monies for entertainment when we 
should spend it on student help:' 

She believes that it was great 
event and to not have it be available 
is a poorly advised decision . 

"I don't get it; 197 students 
attended;' Francine Shinohara, 
KCC student said. "It's absurd 
that just because it didn't hit 300, 
they're going to make the ones that 
attend suffer:' 

Shinohara, 25, liberal arts major, 
said that she hopes the college 
offers Study With Your Buddy again 
in future semesters. 

Students who were hoping that 
it would be offered this semester 
should look for different places to 
get their studying done. 

One alternative for students is 
KCC's library. 

The library will have extended 
hours during the weekend before 
final exams and the week of finals. 
(See box.) 

"We spend all this student STUDY: See page 8 



2 PERSPECTIVE 
THE VIEW WE TAKE 

Obama assembles an all-star cabinet 
Call them the "Redeem Team:' 
No, not the 2008 Olympic men's 

basketball team headlined by Kobe 
Bryant and Lebron James. Rather 
than highflying athletes, it's a team 
of political all-stars formed under 
the leadership of President-elect 
Barack Obama. 

The mere thought of many 
of President George W. Bush's 
cabinet members ~auses people 
to roll their eyes or shake their 
heads in disappointment. Vice 
President Dick Cheney might be 
more famous for his shotgun fiasco 
than his involvement with Enron, 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice 
has gone from ambitious to brash, 
and former Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld was always ready 
to push that red button. 

Obama started off slowly 
naming a reliable pick in Rep. 
Rahm Emanuel as Chief of Staff. 
After that, the stars began to line up. 

With every selection Obama 
has made, it was done so with the 
thought of credentials, success and 
what they bring to the balance of his 
cabinet. Timothy Geithner, the Presi
dent of New York Federal Reserve 
Bank was named as Secretary of 
Treasury. Geithner has played a 
critical role in the Wall Street crisis 
by overseeing JPMorgan's buyout of 
Bear Stearns and the federal bailouts 
of AIG and Lehman Brothers. 

Current Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates, was asked to hold his 
post and invaluable experience as 
a former CIA member, director and 
as deputy national security adviser. 
Gates' presence on Obama's cabinet 
will help in the eventual withdrawal 

7 Sketches- Derick Fabian 

dude, if's for girls. don't watch 
the movie. so what you doin' today? 

AP 

President-elect Barack Obama has selected many experienced politicians to 
assist him in the White House, including his former rival Hillary Clinton. 

from the Middle East. Gates also 
provides a good counterpoint for the 
new Democratic President, a balance 
that was sorely absent from the con
servative dominated Bush cabinet. 

New Mexico Governor Bill 
Richardson, a onetime Presidential 
opponent of Obama's, will serve as 
Secretary of Commerce. Richard
son brings strong foreign policy 
experience as a former energy 
secretary and ambassador to the 
United Nations. He is also the 
nation's most prominent Hispanic
American politician. 

In a surprising move away 
from the security of her position 
as Senator, Hillary Clinton agreed 
to become Obama's Secretary 
of State. Clinton may be taking 
a chance by stepping away from 
her position as New York's junior 
Senator, but she is no stranger to 
the White House. Her time as First 
Lady was not merely spent as an 
ambassador, but she continued to 

use her political clout to build her 
experience, a tool that most other 
politicians do not possess. 

To truly make his cabinet a 
political dream team, the perfect 
candidate for Secretary of Energy 
is former Vice President Al Gore. 
After losing his 2000 Presidential 
bid to Bush and the Electoral Col
lege, Gore has done very well for 
himself in producing an Academy 
Award winning documentary and 
winning the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Gore is probably too big to 
settle for a cabinet position, but 
without him Obama's cabinet 
appears to have an excellent 
mixture of experience, ambition 
and political balance. Uncertainty 
may permeate the nation's air, 
but Obama and his cabinet are 
certainly shooting for the sky. 

The view we take is written by the 
editors oj'the Kapi'o. To write us 
E-mail kapio@hawaii.edu. 

well, they just published "twilight" 
in braille . i just finished reading it. 
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COURTESY OF HOMEALONEDVD.COM 

Best Christmas movies 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

On the 1Oth day of Christmas, a moviegoer came home to see ... 1 0 

naughty Santa's, nine heartless monsters, eight goofy fathers, seven 
non-believers, six singing skeletons, five fat Tim Allen's, four teary 
eyes, three giant elves, two BB guns and a boy left home all alone. 

10 "Bad Santa" (2003) 
• Not all Christmas movies 

are nice. "Bad Santa" is probably 
the naughtiest of them all. Billy 
Bob Thornton plays a low-life 
alcoholic thief who freeloads for 
the whole year. He's crude and 
rude. So remember parents, don't 
let your kids watch this movie. 

9 "How the Grinch Stole 
• Christmas" (2000) 
No one could have played 

the part of the Grinch better 
than Jim Carrey. His plan to ruin 
Christmas is halted by a little girl 
who shows the Grinch that he 
does have a heart. 

8 "National Lampoon's Christ
• mas Vacation" (1989) 

From an over-decorated house 
to an over-slicked snow sled, 
Chevy Chase lights up the skies 
and fills this Christmas comedy 
movie with laughs. 

1 "Miracle on 34th Street" 
• (1994) 

This movie has been re-made 
five times, the last remade in 
1994. Despite the number of re
makes, each movie still manages 
to stick to the main story line -
the real Kris Kringle is hired to 
play Santa in a mall. This movie 
teaches one valuable lesson, if in 

any doubt, just believe. 

6 "The Nightmare Before 
• Christmas" (1993) 
Tim Burton brings to life Jack 

Skellington, the king of Hallow
een town. The animation in the 
movie is brilliant and the music 
is easy to sing-along too. The 
best thing about this movie is 
that its multi-festive and can be 
watched during Halloween and 
Christmas. 

5 "The Santa Clause" (1994) 
• Forget the two sequels, 

there is nothing better than the 
original "Santa Clause" movie. 
It's loaded with some great 
laughs; it's heartwarming and 
is original. Tim Allen is in fine 
comedic form here and is the 
perfect fit for Santa Clause. 

4 "It's A Wonderful Life" 
• (1946) 

A Christmas classic that can bring 
almost anyone to tears. What 
really makes this movie work 
is that its not your typical jolly 
Christmas flick. The main char
acter is unhappy and throughout 
the film he transforms into a new 
person that really shows that life 
is wonderfuL 

3 "Elf" (2003) 
• Will Ferrell's film about a 

human elf has easily became a 
modern day Christmas classic. 

2 "A Christmas Story'' (1983) 
• Even though "A Christmas 

Story" is played on TV over and 
over again every holiday season, 
it never gets old. The main reason 
is because this Christmas movie 
is one that just about anyone can 
relate to. 

1 "Home Alone" (1990) 
• The movie that made 

Macaulay Culkin a household. 
Culkin stars as Kevin McCallis
ter, a boy accidentally left home 
during Christmas by his familjr. 
Joe Pesci and Daniel Stern are 
the perfect comedy duo of two 
idiots who run into traps trying 
to rob the McCallister house. 
This movie teachers parents 
one good lesson: When travel
ing you can lose more than just 
your luggage. 
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Reflecting the past into the present 
Tipping 
Cows 

By Paige L. Jinbo 

As the year winds down and the 
countdown begins for a new year, 
thus concluding the fall semester, I 
can't help but reflect on 2008. 

For me, 2008 was not the best 
year. The beginning started out real 
rough. The middle of the year I fig
ured out that one never knows how 
big a mess was made until it comes 
time to clean it up. 

It was only towards September 
that things started to actually not 
look so gloomy. 

This semester is the second 
semester that I am editor-in-chief 
of the Kapi'o. 

Although it is the second semes
ter of my prestigious title-holding, 
it's the first semester that I've taken 
it seriously. 

This semester I dedicated myself 
to trying to produce a quality news
paper. 

The level of commitment that I 
approached this paper with this fall 
was due to many things. 

However, what pushed me 
was our new adviser, Catherine 
Toth. The previous adviser, Dustin 
McDunn, who groomed me left to 
Texas. 

When hearing the news that 
Dustin would not be continuing at 
KCC, there was much hesitation of 
staying on at the Kapi'o. 

I was very nervous to stay and 
begin a new relationship with 
someone else with different ways, 
approaches and ideals. 

There was also the issue of 
having no staff with me for many of 
the staff members at the time had 
made the decision to leave. 

CATHERINE TOTH/KAPI'O 

Back row from leh to right: Bart Van Kerkhove, Matthew "Kendama" Akiyama, Joe Solima, Krystal Van Putten, Thomas 
Duarte, Ellice Flores. Front ro~ leh to right: Christopher Yee, Lindsey Fujimoto, Kristine Wada holding Catherine Toth's 
puppy, Sunny, Andrea Chun, Paige L. Jinbo and Mae Piano. This is the entire staff of the Kapi'o. Missing: Kapi'o adviser 
Catherine Toth and contributing writer Karen Malone. 

Despite all that, I stayed on. 
I met Catherine before the 

fall semester started and I was 
unnerved by her perkiness and 
ambition. 

When the semester began, there 
was a huge transition period. 

Luckily, the Kapi'o editor from 
previous semesters and now assis
tant adviser, Thomas Duarte stayed 
on to help with the transition. 

It was difficult in the beginning 
having Catherine present so much 
because I wasn't used to having the 
adviser around as much. 

It's more than safe to say that 
there was a lot of bitching and 
moaning done during this time. 

However, when I got tired of 
hearing myself bitch, hell, my walls 
were tired of hearing me bitch, I 
decided to just embrace everything 

Catherine was offering. 
From that point on, it was 

smooth sailing. 
After sitting down with Cath

erine and talking about the Kapi'o 
and where she thought I could take 
it, I realized she wanted to put out 
the best paper that could possibly 
be put out. 

Catherine is the epitome of what 
hard work and dedication will get 
you. 

Wanting to improve comes from 
being inspired and I know that I, 
like the rest of our staff, are inspired 
by her. 

Whenever I decide to leave 
Kapi'o I'll know that the opportu
nity to work and learn from Cath
erine was a priceless one. 

The Kapi'o is looking its best 
than it has in previous semesters. 

And that's not due to me, it's due 
to the level of commitment that my 
staff has brought to the table. 

Next semester, I'm anxious 
to see if we can take it to a whole 
'nother level. 

When things started rolling the 
right way at the Kapi'o, that's when 
things started to look up in many 
other aspects of my life. 

This was a brutal year for me and 
for many of the people I know. 

Lots of my relationships with 
family and friends were tested. I 
was pushed to the brink some days, 
wondering and praying that better 
days were in store. 

Hoping that in the near future, 
somehow things would start look
ing up. 

And when I was forced to get 
my crap together to produce the 

best weekly paper I possibly could, 
that's when everything else in my 
little life started to simmer down 
and come together. 

With all hope, the year will end 
right, paving the way for the new 
year to start right. 

Next semester will be very 
interesting. My staff may be a little 
smaller than it is now. 

There may also be new addi
tions to the staff which is always a 
challenge breaking the newbies in. 

This semester I've been blessed 
to have a really great group to work 
with. 

The importance of having chem
istry amongst a big group of people 
is key to putting together a great 
publication. 

We're planning to launch the 
revamped Kapi'o Web site at the 
beginning of spring 2009. 

For those who would already 
like to take a peak, kapio.net is the 
Web site. 

The upkeep of the Web site 
will prove to be a challenge with a 
smaller staff. 

Even with the addition of the 
Web site, I'm still commited to pro
ducing the best weekly hard copy of 
the Kapi'o. 

There are lots of new things that 
are going to be taking place next 
semester. 

Despite my reservations I am 
excited. I'm looking forward to 
stepping the Kapi'o's game up. 

There's work to be done, but I 
am dedicated to putting out the 
best newspaper for the KCC com
munity. 

For those who have sent letters 
of praise and have told me how 
great the Kapi'o looks and reads, 
thank you. And thank you to those 
who have sent letters and vocalized 
criticisms, you're helping us do 
better at our jobs. 

It's all a learning experience. 

CAMPUSVOICES: What are your biggest pet peeves? 

"When people 
aren't punctual:' 

Adriene Good, 19, . 
liberal arts 

"When people 
bump into you and 
don't say 'sorry:" 

Davin Dionisio, 24, 

liberal arts 

"When people try to 
suck up to teachers:' 

Carly Hirata, 18, 

culinary arts 

"When people leave 
the old ketchup 
crusty part on the 
opening of ketchup 
bottles:' 

Sali Morioka, 17, 

architecture 

"Having to get up 
early for school and 
work:' 

Eric Steinnoff, 19, 
culinary arts 

"People who are 
arrogant and full of 
themselves:' 

Samantha Sflkimoto, 
18j liberal arts 
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CAMPUS AND 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS 
of events around KCC 

Donate to Hawai'i's 
homeless children 

To benefit the "Slipper Wish 
Project" of Waianae, members of 
Phi Theta Kappa are collecting 
Christmas toys and toiletries for 
Hawai'i's homeless children. Toilet
ries include: soap, toilet paper, baby 
wipes, feminine hygiene products 
and other such items. In addition, 
canned goods may also be donated. 
Members of the KCC community 
may drop their items off at the Phi 
Theta Kappa office, 'Ohi'a 103 A or 
B on Tuesday, Dec. 9 from 12:30 to 
4 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. or Thursday, Dec. 11 
from 12:30 to 5 p.m. 

KCC holiday events 

KCC's chorus along with KCC's 
guitar students will perform on 
Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m. at the Maile 
Performing Arts Theatre. The KCC 
voice and musical theatre students 
will also perform Dec. 15 from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Maile Performing 
Arts theatre. Both events are free 
and open to the public. For more 
information contact Lina Doo at 
734-9478 or e-mail her at doo@ 
hawrui.edu. 

Mental illness art 
show to break stigma 

From Jan. 15 to Feb. 17, 2009, 
KCC's Lama Library will be hosting 
the "Breaking the Barriers: Com
bating Stigma and Discrimination 
Against People·with Mental Illness" 
art show. The show is being spon
sored by the Adult Mental Health 
Division an dArts ofHawai' i-Pacific. 
Artists will use their art to combat 
discrimination against people with 
mental illness. Because the per
ception of mental illness has been 
skewed the purpose of the exhibit 
is to reduce negative stigma toward 
mental illness, reduce discrimina
tion against those with mental ill
ness, and to emphasize the human 
dimension, which is often best 
expressed through creativity and 
the arts. The exhibit is open to 
the public. For more information 
e-mail Jennifer Miyasaki at events@ 
rnhsret.org. 

Gerantology scholar
hsips available 

The Hawai'i Pacific Gerontologi
cal Socitety is now accepting appli
cation for its scholarships program 
that supports Hawai'i's undergrad
uate and community college. Stu
dents must be majoring in health 
or social sciences with plans to 
pursue a career in the gerontology 
field. The scholarhsip award is up 
to $1,000 per awardee. For more 
information visit www. hpgs.org or 
www.kupunaeducation.com. 

Palolo community celebrate opening 

MATIHEW AKIYAMA/KAPI'O 

Hundreds gathered at the newly renovated Piilolo Learning Center on Wednesday, Dec 3. The opening featured a tour of the new facilities, music and 
food. Hailey Atiga (left), 7 7 years old, decorates her name tag with her friends at the arts of crafts table. The Learning Center has a new computer room, 
reading center, kitchen and flat screen tv. KCC has played an important role with the development of the learning center by providing technology and 
tutoring centers for the children. KCC's culinary program will also be involved with the center by cooking demonstrations available to the community. 

Hispanic culture class 
offered next semester 
The new course will teach 
the history and culture of 
Hispanic countries 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

A new course will be offered 
starting next semester that will 
teach students about the Hispanic 
Culture through reading and writ
ing. 

This course was created for stu
dents that have completed Spanish 
202 or students who already speak 
Spanish and want to learn more 
about history and culture of Span
ish-speaking countries. 

Students who are thinking about 
continuing to a four-year university 
as a Spanish major are also encour
aged to take this class. 

"I taught Spanish on 'Olelo and 
found there is a large Hispanic 
community interested in a con
nection with the community col
lege;' said Spanish professor Carol 
Beresiwsky. 

The class is expected to have 12 
to 15 students enrolled in its debut 
semester. 

"The course is being offered 
online, and working people in the 
community can participate," said 
Beresiwsky. 

According to Beresiwsky, the 
United States is the fourth largest 
country in the number of Span
ish speakers with 44 million from 
Mexico, Central America, South 
America and Spain. The number or' 
Hispanics in the U.S. is projected to 
increase to 47.8 million in 2010 and 
almost 60 million in 2020. 

"There are many lessons to 

be learned in the study of the 21 
worlds where Spanish is spoken, 
all quite different than the stereo
types projected by the media," said 
Beresiwsky. 

The course is writing intensive 
credit and the students will be writ
ing in Spanish. Most of your writing 
will be of the 5 to 7 sentence para
graph reaction to readings. 

Students will also write four 
reports starting at one-full page 
about a topic of interest to the 
student. Reports shall have three 
sources and a visual or audio illus
tration. 

There will be no midterm or 
final exam. 

"Students who took this course 
previously when it was offered on 
'Olelo enjoyed the experience;~ 

Beresiwsky said. "We had several 
advanced Spanish 201 students 
- a native-speaker from Spain, a 
heritage speaker of Mexican heri
tage - who had finished Spanish 
202." 

All previous students were suc
cessful, and enjoyed learning about 
the histories and cultures of the 
many Spanish-speaking countries 
and also in contributing- in Span
ish- about their own areas of inter
est related to the Spanish-speaking 
world, according to Beresiwsky. 

Upon completion, eligible stu
dents can earn back credit or a 
letter of certification saying that 
they have met the University of 
Hawai'i intermediate language 
requirement (Spanish 202level). 

For more information on the 
course contact Carol Beresiwky at 
beresiws@hawaii.edu or 734-9728. 

Additional classes to 
be offered spring 2009 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

There are a number of new 
courses that have been added to 
spring 2009 schedule of courses. 
Students may also check the sched
ule of courses Web site at kcc. 
hawaii.edu. 

Engllsh97M 
This course is an English 

Enhancement module for students 
seeking.help and support in writing 
classes. It's a one-credit course. 

It will meet in the new Kahikolu
amea Center. The course is broken 
up into four modules: Creative 
Writing, Rhetorical Grammar, 
Writer's Workshop and College 
Reading. 
For more information contact Krista 
Hiser at hiser@hawaii.edu or 734-
9464. 

Biology 265 and 265L: Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology 

Students will learn about ecol
ogy and evolution with a Hawai'i 
focus. The course includes field 
trips and an independent project 
as part of the lab. 

The prerequisite for the course 
is Biology 172. BIOL 265 is a three
credit course. BIOL 2651 is a one
credit lab. These two courses are 
major requirements for students 
transferring to UH Manoa in zool
ogy or biology. 
For more information contact John 
Rand atjrand@hawaii.edu or 734-
9433. 

Information Technology221K: 
Project Management 

This is the first time in about five 
years that ITS 221K is being offered. 

The course will teach students 
the project management process 
as certified by the Project Manage
ment Institute. 

The course is geared towards 
students that are either IT or busi
ness majors, but the course is also 
good for s~dents in the manage
ment field. · 

Prerequisites for the course are 
ITS 151 or concurrently in ITS 228 
or consent of the business educa
tion department chairperson or 
program coordinator. 
For more information contact 
Steven Singer at singer@hawaii.edu 
or 734-9018. 

Health 118: Therapeutic Inter
personal Skills 
Occupational Therapy Assis
tance 119: Therapeutic Activi
ties 

Students who take the two 
courses and pass will receive the 
Certificate of Competence in Activ
ity Aide. The courses are open to 
anyone. 

HLTH 118 is an interactive class 
comprised of lecture, discussion 
and with individual or group work
book activities designed to improve 
interpersonal skills and cultural 
competence. • 

OTA 119 teaches basic patient 
handling skills for wheelchair 
mobility and transfer plus a variety 
of crafts and game used in activity 
programs where students might 
become employed. 
For more information contact Carol 
Paul-Watanabe at 734-9227 or 
paulwata@hawaii. 
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Finding ways to travel on a budget RECENT SNAPSHOTS 
of national and world events 

Airlines are offering lower 
prices during the busy 
holiday travel season 
By Ellice Flores 
NEWS EDITOR 

The busiest travel holiday of the 
year is upon us. And if you're a typi

cal college student, you're just now 
getting your plans together. 

Whether you are flying home 
or just heading out on a vacation, 
flying during the holidays can be 
very stressful. 

Poor travel plans can ruin 
Christmas and leave you in a finan
cial hole. 

Airlines are digging deeper into 
the traveler's pockets by adding a 
charge on almost anything from 
checking in luggage to food on the 
airplane. 

With the economy in a downfall 
this year, airlines are seeing a small 
decline in bookings this season. 
But do not expect a huge loss in 
customers this year. 

"We are seeing a slower pace 

IFLYGO.COM 

Many airlines, including go!, are oHering lower fares for passengers. Travelers 
are encouraged to book seats early for prices may likely increase overtime. 

of bookings for the holiday season 
this year, meaning people are wait
ing until very late to book their 
trips. But we expect it to be essen
tially full for the holidays as usual," 
said Keoni Wagner, vice president 
of public affairs for Hawaiian Air
lines. 

Paul Skellon, vice president 
of communications for Mesa Air 
Group sees the same at go! Air
lines. 

"We were expecting to see a 
decline but the past two months 
have been very strong with our traf
fic up year over year;' Skellon said. 

Buy something from the gallery. 

LINDSEY FUJIMOTO/KAPI'O 

Until Dec. 20, the Koa Gallery is holding the Mixed Media Miniature XI art exhibition (above). There are more 
than J 80 works in arts and crafts that are on sale with prices starting at $10. There are also ceramics, jewelry 
pieces, blown glass, watercolors, oils, acrylics, sculptures from bronze, plaster and cat hair felt with whiskers. 
In addition, also on display is the Alter of Fine Art, the walls of the Sacred Landscape, Bobbles Bangles and 
Beads, Flights of Fancy and Nature Unfolding, to name a few. According to David Behlke, KCC associate profes
sor and Koa Gallery curarator, there are more than 100 artists who participated in the Mixed Media Miniature 
XI art exhibit. When a piece of art is sold, each professional artist donates a percentage of their sale to the gal
lery. The hours for the Koa Gallery art Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. until4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. According to Carl Jennings, art instructor, the Koa Gallery is booked solid for the next six months. For 
more information regarding the Koa Gallery, visit the Koa Gallery Web site at koagallery.kcc.hawaii.edu. 

With travelers trying to save on 
the plummeting U.S. dollar, airlines 
have to increase its ticket prices 
mainly because of the high oil 
prices. 

"The high costs of fuel to the 
airlines have caused a reduction 
of flights and the number of seats 
available," said Rosalie Fernan
dez, KCC tourism and hospitality 
instructor. 

"The less seats available and 
low supply will keep the cost up for 
the traveler. Besides fuel charges, 
security charges are also very high. 
Because the economy is down, 
holiday vacationers will not want to 
pay the higher prices:' 

For college students, finding 
cheap travel these days can be a 
challenge. 

With rising fuel prices, plane 
travel is more expensive than 
ever, especially during the holiday 
season. 

In addition, December is a busy 
travel time for everybody, so stu
dent travelers have to compete with 

TRAVEL: See page 8 

Claiming your 
items at the 
lost and found 
By Christopher Yee 
NEWS EDITOR 

Losing possessions is a common 
occurrence on a college campus. At 
KCC, items lost by students and faculty 
often wind up in the lost and found at 
the Office ofStudentActivities. 

OSA keeps the items that have 
been turned in to them in a filing 
cabinet where they record the date 
of the submission and the location 
it was found. 

While a variety of items have 
been turned in to OSA, student 
assistant Spencer Davis said that the 
most common things turned in have 
been USB thumb drives, articles of 
clothing and sets of keys. 

As for who has lost items, both 
students and faculty members have 
come to OSA looking to reclaim 
possessions. 

People who want to reclaim an 
item need to go to OSA and speak 
with one of the student assistants. 

"They will need to describe the 
item as exact as possible;' Davis said. 

If OSA has the item in the lost 
and found, items will be returned 
immediately. If OSA does not have 
the item, they will take down the 
description and contact informa
tion and will notify the person if 
their missing item turns up. 

The leftover items are not kept to 
the next semester, but are donated 
to charities and thrift stores like 
Goodwill and The Salvation Army. 

OSA is located on the bottom floor 
of the Ohia building in room 101. 
Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
Friday from 8:00a.m. to 3:00p.m. 

AP 

People gathered at a candle
light vigil to honor those slain in a 
terrorist attack at several hotels in 
Mumbai, India. At least 188 people 
were killed in the attack that spe
cifically targeted Western tourists. 

0.]. Simpson sen
tenced for robbery 

Fallen football star O.J. Simpson 
was sentenced to 33 years in prison 
for an armed robbery at a Las Vegas 
hotel room. Simpson was found guilty 
of armed robbery, kidnapping and 
assault on Oct 3, 13 years to the day 
he was acquitted of the murder of 
his ex-wife Nicole Brown-Simpson 
and her friend Ron Goldman. The 
61-year-old Reisman Trophy winner 
could spend the rest of his life behind 
bars but is eligible for parole in as little 
as nine years. 

A Hawaiian Christ
mas for Obama 

Arrangements are being finalized 
for President-elect Barack Obama 
and his family to spend Christmas on 
Oahu. Obama will stay in an upscale 
neighborhood of Kailua and will be 
joined by the families of two or three 
other friends, including the co-chair 
of his transition office Valerie Jan·ett. 

Cross-dressing 
thieves take millions 

Armed robbers dressed in drag 
made off with over $108 million in 
jewels from a Harry Wmston bou
tique in Paris, France on Friday, Dec. 
5. Three of the four men wore wom
en's wigs and dresses and appeared 
to be well organized. Officials believe 
the thieves to be part of the "Pink Pan
thers;' a jewel thief ring hailing from 
Yugoslavia that have been involved in 
thefts across 19 countries. 

Teens parents con
victed of shackling 

A California couple was accused 
of beating, torturing and shackling a 
teenager appareed in court in shack
les themselves. The teen boy escaped 
the couple's home and was found 
in nothing more than boxers and 
chained shackles around his ankles. 
The abuse began in July 2007. The 
couple faced 13 felony counts. 
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Faculty holiday traditions 

By Karen Malone 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

It is the holiday season-a time to break out those 
annual traditions. 

What better place to celebrate the holidays than 
in Oahu, where traditions are rich in local and bor
rowed customs? 

Many island families celebrate the holiday season 
luau -style, featuring a Kalua pig for the main course. 
Crowds gather at city hall to gaze at the shimmering 

Lina Doo, assistant professor of music 

aloha-embellished decor. And island carols like "Mele 
Kalikimaka" and "Honolulu City Lights" take over the 
radio waves and loudspeakers. 

However, beyond all the rich food, glitzy decora
tions and festive music, the holiday season and its tra
ditions mean something different to each individual. 

Ah, tradition-the very word is so warm and invit
ing. It gives you a reason to reminisce about the good 
times while creating new memories along the way. 

Some member of the KCC 'ohana share more of 
their cherished holiday traditions and memories. 

When I was a kid, my family began celebrating Chinese Christmas. With Chinese Christ
mas, there were no toys, no Christmas trees, no specialty meats and no holiday music. 
Having grown up with Santa Claus, I thought this new celebration was pointless. But my 
mother's actions slowly showed me what this celebration was about as she filled her huge 
cooking pot with re-hydrated dried shrimp, sliced lup chong (Chinese sausage), matchstick-cut turnip pieces and 
water. When the mixture came to a boil, my sister and I dropped in small rice balls. Finally, my mother poured 
three rice balls into our bowls. With great anticipation, I scooped up a rice ball and popped it in my mouth. Ugh! It 

was so bland that I had trouble eating it. After watching my reaction, my mother said this was the 
winter solstice, a celebration of thankfulness that we had food and family to share. 

Julie Rancilio, history instructor 

On Christmas Eve morning, my family puts the tree up and then my dad strings the lights. 
While he's doing that, the rest of us go through all of the ornaments we have.· My parents have 

either bought or made my siblings and me an ornament every year since we were born. We also 
have ornaments that were given to us as gifts or made by people, like my grandmother who is no longer alive. As we sort 
through the ornaments and then hang them, we reminisce about old times, about family and friends. Funny stories 
are always retold, and thus, there is a lot oflaughter and sometimes a little craziness. After the ornaments are hung, we 
put the tinsel on and then plug in the lights to see our creation. We all then gather in the living room with snacks and 
drinks and watch a Christmas DVD. It is a wonderful time of celebration. 

Jennifer Shannon, dance lecturer 

Our Christmas season traditionally kicks off with a cooking and candy cook off. All the girls 
in the family get together and bake a huge selection of holiday treats. We then spend the 
evening decorating the house and playing a long game of Monopoly. I am originally from 
New Mexico and maintain our New Mexico Christmas traditions. On Christmas Eve, we decorate 
house with lumenarious (brown bags filled with sand and a candle) to light the way for friends and family to our 
Christmas "fiesta;' featuring hot and spicy New Mexican Chili and Mexican Chocolate. We end the evening by taking 
a drive around the neighborhood and watching the movie "Christmas Story" and listening to Christmas carols. 

411 on last-minute 
gift-giving 

Wrap up on practical, 
budget-friendly gifts for 
those unexpected gift
giving occasions 
Karen Malone 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

'Tis the season of receiving last
minute holiday invitations and find-

Craftsman FM/ 
AM/ ALUX radio 

An all
weather radio is 
essential to any 
emergency kit, 
and your friends 
will thank you 
every time the 
lights go out. 
Sears-$32.99 

Digital Photo Album with Keychain 
With its portability, this key

chain is picture perfect for parents, 
grandparents, aunties, uncles, 
lovebirds, as well as pet owners 
and teenagers, too. 
Brookstone-$39.99 

"Living Green: 365 Ways to Make 
a Difference" 

With 2009 just around the 
corner, every gift-receiver will 
appreciate a new calendar, such as 
this eco-themed page-a-day desk 
calendar from Workman Publish
ing Company. 
Barnes and Noble-$11.99 

ing surprise gift-bearers at your door. 
With little or no time to shop, 

you may find yourself feeling like 
the Scrooge. 

So take the "bah humbug" out 
of unexpected gift giving and create 
an emergency stash. 

Here are great emergency gift 
ideas under $40 that will fit anyone 
on your last-minute gift list. 

Stainless Steel Double Mug 
During rush

hour traffic, com
muters will break 
for this double
size travel mug. 
Wal-Mart 
-$11.45 

Whitman's Sampler 
Any sweet tooth will appreciate 

this double-decker 12-ounce box 
of assorted chocolates. 
Longs Drugs 
-$9.99 

''World Almanac and Book of 
Facts2009" 

Edited by C. 
Alan Joyce, the 
World Almanac 
has something 
for everyone 
-from sports 
fans and news 
junkies to statistic buffs and enter
tainment enthusiasts. 
Barnes and Nobles 
-$12.99 

'I love the nightlife I got to boogie' 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

Students looking to get their 
party on over the winter break have 
an array of options. 

Depending on what type of 
scene students are looking to be 
seen in, Honolulu has various 
places ranging from ultra lounges 
to bowling alleys. 

Students looking for an inn ova
tive way to party on the weekends 
should cross Red Hill and venture 
into 'Aiea Bowl. 

The new revamped 'Aiea Bowl 
includes cosmic bowling, a live DJ 
and MC, special events, as well as 
numerous prize giveaways from 
Sephora and Oakley. 

Every Thursday night, women 
bowl free and there are multiple 
drink specials. However, there is a 
cover charge of $3. 

Also on Monday and Thursday 
discounted bowling is available. It's 
$4 a game versus $25like the rest of 
the week. 

1\J.esday night is open bowling. 
For the month of December there's 
no league bowling going on. 

On every night except Thursday 

COURTESY OF 'AI EA BOWL 

~iea Bowl party goers enjoy late night pupus, drink specials, prize giveaways 
and cosmic bowling. The alley offers people a new experience in entertainment. 

bowling is $25 per hour. Up to 12 
people can bowl in one lane. 

On Dec. 15 the bowling alley is 
hosting an Industry Pajama Party. 
On Dec. 21 there is a "Winter Won
derlane" event for those 18 and 
over. 

Cy Shimabukuro, manager at 
'Aiea bowl, expects there to be 
more people coming into the alley 
over the winter break. 

However, if chilling at the bowl-

ing alley doesn't strike your fancy 
and you're looking to party on a 
budget, drive on down to Ward and 
check out Dave and Buster's. 

With three different floors to party 
on: main room, game room and 
sunset bar, D&B's is the ideal place to 
go. There is never any cover charge. 

By far, D&B's may offer the best 
deals for anyone on a budget. D&B's 
has specials happening everyday of 
the week. 

LINDSEY FUJIMOTO/KAPI'O 

Dave and Buster's offers /ate-night happy hour Sunday through T~ursday 
from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. The happy hour is half off prices on all drinks. 

From Sunday to Thursday there 
is the late-night happy hour from 10 
p.m. until 2 a.m. During the happy 
hour all drinks are half priced. 

Monday through Thursdays 
D&B's has a happy hour from 4:30 
to 7 p.m. which includes half priced 
drinks as well. 

Also, Tuesdays are $1 taco 
nights with $3 Corona beers up on 
the sunset bar. 

Despite all these specials, the 
busiest night for D&B's is Wednes
day night, said Reid Yasunaga, 

CLUBS: See page 8 
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Student Congress chairperson, Liana Hofschneider (right), helps serve students at the Panda Express buffet 
line at the Winter Bash. Students lined up to help themselves to the abundance of free food. The line was 
backed up towards the entrance of the 'Ohi'a cafeteria. By 3 p.m. there was barely any food left. 

LEJSURE7 
All fun and games 
on the Great Lawn 
The success of the first 
Winter Bash may lead to 
many future similar events 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

To appreciate students, Student 
Congress and Phi Theta Kappa 
members hosted the first Winter 
Bash, Dec. 2 from noon until4 p.m. 

Students congregrated around 
KCC's Great Lawn standing in the 
buffet line and participating in vari
ous activities. 

Everything thing at the Winter 
Bash was free. 

All the food within the buffet 
line was from Panda Express. Stu
dents and faculty members could 
help themselves to as much or as 
little food as they wanted. 

Orange chicken, chow fun, fried 
rice, egg rolls, brocolli beef and 
chicken mushroom were just some 
of the many types of foods that were 
available. 

There were different types of 
activities that the KCC community 
could participate in. 

There was an inflatable slide 
that students could glide down, a 
rock-cimbing mountain and sumo
wrestling matches. 

Many students could be seen 
pounding and slamming into each 
other on the sumo wresting mats. 

Students tested their upper
body stregnth and agility on the 
rockwall. 

All activities were brought by 
Heather's Inflatables. 

"Overall there was a really good 

turnout;' said Liana Hofschneider, 
Student Congress chairperson. 

Representatives from Verizon 
Wireless and Mobi PCS were also 
in attendance. 

Verizon representatives were 
giving away a free getaway trip to 
Las Vegas. 

Representatives of Mobi PCS 
gave out free phones with free 
monthly plans. 

KCC student Kaio Wong, 21, lib
eral art major, said that there should 
be more events like the Winter Bash 
on campus. 

"This was so much fun and there 
was so much fun. It was awesome;' 
Wong said. 

There was also a disc jockey 
spinning music at the bash. DJ Rob 
played an array of music. 

DJ Rob, more formerly Rob Car
lilie, 28 is a KCC student majoring 
in Japanese. 

The budget for the event was 
$5,000. However, according to 
Hofschneider, after all costs were 
totaled, it was under budget. 

There was also a booth at the 
event that students could find out 
more about Student Congress. 

"I didn't even know what Student 
Congress was or that we had one;' 
KCC student Kaylie Yamamoto said. 

Hofschneider hopes to work 
with Office of Student Activities to 
host more events like this in the fol
lowing semesters. 

"These types of events show our 
level of commitment to students," 
Hofshneider said. 

"It's our way of giving back to 
the student body!' 

LINDSEY FUJIMOTO I KAPI'O 

Suzi Ng (above), 18, accounting major, climbs the rock mountain wall. She 
was one of many that could be seen attempting to climb the wall. Left: 
Thalia Hernandez, 7 8 performing arts major, is sumo smashing Amy Tan, 
18, liberal arts major. Anyone who participated in the sumo matches had 
the opportunity to bounce against and roll over on each other. All activities 
that were on the Great Lawn were brought by Heather's lnflatables. 



8 BACKSPACE 
Higa: 
Continued from page 1 

He worked closely with student 
leaders to create a proposal to pres
ent to the board of regents that 
resulted in the cap being raised to 
30 dollars a semester. 

The change was not limited to 
merely KCC but all the UH com
munity colleges were allowed to 
change their rates. 

Student congress then passed a 
proposal to set the semester budget 
to 20 dollars a student rather than 
doubling the prior rate. 

The extra money generated from 
the price change has allowed OSA 
to thrive for the last decade instead 
of having to revisit the budge every 
few years. 

The extra funds have allowed 
Higa and the OSA to create new 
programs and activities over the 
past decade. Programs such as the 
student talent show, the OSA guest 
speaker series and KCC participa
tion at UH intramural sports were all 
created during Riga's time at KCC. 

He also played a large role in 
obtaining discounted bus passes 
for KCC students. 

Ten years ago, OSA was a small 
program where funds made plan
ning difficult. The program's success 

GEORGE 
HIGA 

Age: 65 

Hometown: 
Kelau, Big Island 

Hobbies: Golf, yardwork 

Favorite movie: Dirty 
Harry series 

Ed~cation: Kaimuki H.S., 
University of Hawai'i at 
Manoa (received four 
degrees from UHM, includ
ing his doctorate in educa
tion administration) 

Years spent at KCC: 1 0 

with Higa as coordinator is a testa
ment to the vision of KCC's student 
leaders and Riga's experience. 

"For me, this has been the most 
fun job in my university career:' 

Looking forward to retirement, 
Higa is excited about getting to play 
golf and the opportunity to travel. 

He is proud of his work with OSA 
and hopes that the next coordina
tor takes the time to be creative. 

"They don't have to do all the 
things I've done, but they should be 
themselves:' 

Study: 
Continued from page 1 

Previous to this past year, the 
library hours would always extend 
during the week of final exams, said 
Susan Murata, head librarian. 

However, due to a decrease in 
staff members the library contin
ued its normal hours throughout 
the year. 

The library needs a complete 
staff at all time in case the equip
ment malfunctions or if students 
need help. 

"What we're going to do is 
experiment with it; like a pilot proj
ect;' Murata said. 

If s~dents do utilize the library 
during the extended hours Murata 

Travel: 
Continued from page 5 

families and everyone else who's 
looking for a Christmas vacation. 

Fernandez suggests students 
seek the help oftravel professionals 
because professionals are usually 
aware of the best travel deals. 

He also recomends booking 
early and not last minute. 

With a little research, students 
can still find cheap holiday travel. 

KCC spreads joy at Ala Moana 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL MALONE 

A crowd gathered to watch KCC's hula, guitar and dance ensembles perform at the Ala Moan a Centerstage on 
Dec. J. The concert ended with the crowd-pleasing holiday favorite Mele Kallkimaka. 

the place to live! 
Amenities: 
• Furnished .. Swimming pool 
• Basic cable lV .. Internet 
• Electricity, water "Coin laundry 
and gas 

now leasing 
Pr;vate and shared rooms ava1lahle 

come take a tour today! 

will highly consider extending the 
library hours longer in following 
semesters during the time of finals. 

However, Murata is a little wary of 
whether there will be a lot of traffic. 

Right before the library closes 
there are usually approximately 
only 10 people in the library, she 
said. 

Murata hopes that students do 
come and take advantage of the 
later hours. She expects that Dec. 
14 and 15 will be crowded. 

Signs have already been posted 
on the doors of the entrance of the 
library notifying students of the 
hour changes. 

"It's not like its open as late as 
Hamilton (UH Manoa's library) 
but I think it's great that someone's 

Student discounts, travel packages, 
and other deals are working in 
favor of students if they're willing to 
do just a little research. 

Wagner suggests travelers to book 
soon because it is not unusual for fares 
to increase as the holidays get closer. 

Hawaiian Airlines is offering 
their lowest fares to attract travelers 
during these though times. 

"The best advice is to shop 
around, but start at Hawaiian's Web 
site because that's where you'll find 

Clubs: 
Continued from page 6 

assistant general manager at 
D&B's. 

On top of the late-night happy hour; 
it's also half-off all games untillO p.m. 

The line can to get into D&B's 
can been seen wrapped along the 
sidewalk in front of Big City Diner. 

"We have a great atmosphere; 
this is the place you want to be seen 
in and you know your friends are all 
here;' Yasunaga said. 

For those who don't want to wait 
in line there is a guest list. Those that 
would like to be put on the guest list 
are advised listen to the radio sta
tion Hot 93.9 on Wednesdays. 

If bowling or cheap games and 
drinks don't do it for you, Bonsai 
Restaurant and Lounge may be the 
right place. 

The new ultra lounge just opened 
in October at Restaurant Row. 

Bonsai is for people looking for a 
smaller, private venue with a relax
ing ambience. 

KAPI'O 
encouraging us to study and giving 
us a place to do so," Kato Ching, 
KCC student, said. 

Ching said he and his friends 
plan to use the library during the 
extended hours. 

Even with the extended hours 
of the library, Hofschneider is still 
looking at different avenues to 
create other studying alternatives 
for students. 

She's hoping to work with the 
library to have Cybernesia stay 
open later around the time of final 
exams for the following semesters. 

"With student enrollment 
increasing each semester, we need 
to keep advocating for more aca
demic help;' Hofschneider said. 

our lowest fares and you can sign 
up for e-mail alerts when we have 
special deals;' Wagner said. 

Go! Airlines is also offering spe
cial fares during this busy season. 

"For students on a budget I sug
gest they complete the very simple 
30-second sign-up for go! Specials 
on our homepage," Skellon said. 

"You can receive early adviso
ries of special fares before they are 
published in the newspaper or in 
other media. 

According to Andrew Sato, mar
keting and promotions handler, 
Friday and Saturday nights have 
shown to be tl1eir busiest. 

Both nights include different 
drink specials. 

"It's slowly becoming one of the 
new hot spots," Sato said. 

Cover charge on Friday and Sat
urday nights is $10 unless you're on 
the guest list. 

Anyone who would I ike to get on 
the guest list for Friday night should 
listen to the radio stationHot 93.9 
on Fridays for details. To get on the 
guest list for Saturday night tune in 
to 102.7 Da Bomb on Saturdays. 

"It's a place for people who live . 
upscale lives; it's for mature people. 
It's the place to be seen;' Sa to said. 

Whatever type of venue you're 
looking for to blow off some steam 
during the winter break, there's 
some place in Honolulu that will 
meet your needs. 

Just remember: be safe, don't 
drink and drive, and always have a 
designated driver. ------ , 

500/oOFF: 
Late Nite Dining for Seatings After 9 pm. I 

SundaythruThursday 
At'S 10 pm on Friday&Saturday Nights 

• 
I 

I 

I 

I 
Valid frx Dine In Food Only with a Purchase of a 8evmJge per Person I 

frx up ro Six People. Not Valid with Any Other Offer, 
Dls(ount lJIId/Of Promotion. Expires DeCEmber 3!, 2008 --- -- - ... 
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