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Starting this semester, Keith 
Kashiwada will take on a new 
role at KCC as the Student 
Engagement Coordinator. 
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Characters on "Grey's Anato
my" anc! ''Private Practice" are 
getting more dramatic then 
they need to be. 
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AP- A 11-year-oldgirl called 
911 on NewYear's Eve to 

report herselfdriving intoxi..: 
cated. ~he was found parked 
W-ith her keys in her purse. 

Bare Bottom Up 
AP-A 48-year-old man 
dangled upside down from a 
ski lift for seven minutes with 
his bare bottom exposed on 
New Year's Day. 
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Center nears completion 
The Kahiholuamea Center 
is expected to be open for 
students in early February 
By Thomas Duarte 
ASSIST-ANT ADVISER 

Gone is the Holomua Center 
and in its place is the new Kahikolu
amea Center, which will combine 
the Malama Hawai'i program, First 
Year Experi~nce and the Holomua 
Department. The combination will 
create a new collaborative effort to 
service students during the early 
part of their college experience. 

The renovation to the space in 
'lliahi 231 began during last semes
ter and is nearing completion. The 
finished product will be ready for 
students during the second week of 
February. The project was funded 
by Title III as well as money from 
the administration. 

Building on the groundwork set 
by The Holomua Center the new 
center will continue to focus on 
guiding students during the start 
of their college careers. The hope 
is the new center will better assist 
incoming students while they accli
mate to the college atmosphere 
whether they are coming from high 
school or the workforce. 

"A number of studies have 
shown that if a student's first 
semester at college is really solid 
and they receive the necessary sup-

MATIHEW AKIYAMNKAPI'O 

The Kahikoluamea Center is near completion. The center will assist first-year students as well as students who were 
placed in lower level English and math courses. The center will also collaborate with the Malama Hawai'i program. 

port advising it is more likely that 
the student will transition into the 
college atmosphere in terms of get
ting his or her degree;' Chancellor 
Leon Richards said. 

The center is designed to allow 
students easy access to instructors 
as well. as counselors and tutors. 
The layout of Kahikoluamea is spe
cifically coordinated to enhance 
this effort and give students a 

comfortable and engaging envi
ronment. Faculty, counselors and 
support staff offies are located 
around the perimeter of the ce~ter 
with the student areas in the center. 
It also features a media/tech area, 
classrooms, multi-purpose rooms 
as well as areas for students to study 
and receive tutoring. 

"We want t!J engage students not 
only with each other but with fac-

ulty and counselors who will also 
be in the center;' Richards said. 

According to Sang Chung, a 
Kahikoluamea Math instructor,the
center will be more user-friendly 
and create more access for students 
to receive tutoring. 

"We always push our students to 
get tutoring, and the new center is 

CENTER: See page 8 

Cafeteria restarting s~rvice line 
Cafeteria will stop the 
self-serve buffet due to the 
numerous complaints 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

In lieu of the many complaints 
received last semester, KCC's caf
eteria will once again have hot food 
being served by staff during the 
lunch hours. 

Last semester students and 
faculty returned to campus to find 
that the cafeteria underwent a few 
changes. 

Prices. had increased and the 
lunch buffet had become self
served. 

According to Ron Takahashi, 
department chair of culinary arts, 
the reason for these changes was 
due to the rapid increase in both 
the prices of gas and wholesale 
food prices. 

Prices had increased by 25 to 50 
percent. 

The dramatic increase of prices 
caused affected all customers of the 
cafeteria. The price of a hot meal 
wentfrom $5.95 to around $7.75. 

Last year, the cafeteria raised its prices and the buffet line became self-served. 
However, the changes were not well received. This cafeteria will go back to 
having set prices on hot meals and will have servers at the buffet line. 

To cut back on costs, Takahashi 
cut down on the amount of cafete
ria help. Instead of patrons being 
served during the lunch hours, 
the buffet became self-served. 
However, instead of there being a 
set price per plate, lunches were 
weighed and priced at 45 cents an 

ounce. 
Members of the culinary depart

ment felt that this transition would 
make students a'Yare of the quan
tity of food they were consuming. 

"We also felt that it would reward 
those that chose to eat smaller por
tions as there have been numerous 

studies that link the increase in por
tion size to the epidemic of obesity 
in America," Takahashi said. 

However, the new changes were 
not pleasantly welcomed by mem
bers of the KCC community. 

"The prices last semester were 
ridiculous compared to previous 
semesters;' Kent Miyamoto, KCC 
student, said. 

Miyamoto,24, psychology major, 
opted to eating off campus during 
his lunch breaks last semester. 

"I was paying $7 for a lunch 
plate; Zippy's is cheaper than that 
and you get more;' Miyamoto said. 

Miyamoto wasn't the only one 
who had complaints. 

According to Takahashi, 
throughout the fall semester, there 
was an enormous amount of com
plaints that were brought to his 
attention by students, faculty, staff 
and administrators. 

To combat all the complaints, 
towards the ending of last semes
ter, Takahashi and members of the 
culinary department reevaluated 
the change. 

CAFETERIA: See page 8 
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Oahu not prepared for blackouts 
We are at the mercy of the elec

tricity gods. The recent blackout 
that struck Oahu on Dec. 26 can be 
described as chaotic, frustrating 
and eye opening. 

The December blackout was 
the biggest since the earthquake 
induced blackout of 2006. Two 
major blackouts in two years is 
enough for many of the Hawaiian 
Electric Company's 295,000 Oahu 
customers to lose a little faith in 
a system that seems to fail spec
tacularly only to take days to fully 
restore. 

Much like in 2006, weather is 
believed to be the biggest factor 
in the loss of power. But instead 
of an earthquake, lightning from 
the heavy thunderstorms was the 
culprit. It is believed that lightning 
struck the main transmission lines 
and overloaded the main power 
stations in Kahe and Waiau causing 
automatic shutdowns for the two 
stations. 

While the loss of power cas
caded across the island, turning the 
power back on is not as simple as 
the flick of a switch. 

Both the Kahe and Waiau plants 
ultimately lost and Kahe had to be 
restarted slowly via a "black start;' 
which is essentially like jumpstart
ing a car. If too much power cycles 
on through the limited generators, 
the whole system could shut down 
again. 

Once the main power stations 
are on, f;IECO sends tech to the 
substations to make check their 
equipment for potential damages 
and to slowly restore power station 
by station. 

The danger of power surges was 
notably higher thanks to the con
stant lightning through the night. 
Because most households don't 
turn off or unplug appliances during 
a power outage, the sudden surge of 
electricity flowing to the thousands 
of devices on the island could cause 
the system to crash again. 

But where do you draw the line? 
Yes, a power loss to an electric 
storm is understandable, but how 
about the residents of Hawaii Kai, 

who didn't have power 24 hours 
after they first lost power. 

Residents had to throw out food, 
restaurants had to throw out stock 
and stores across the island lost 
many customers on one of the big
gest shopping days of the year. 

Hawaii is not alone with worries 
about the stability of the electri-
cal system. Across the world, the 
infrastructure of electrical systems 
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A customer pays for his goods by lantern at an ABC store during the black
out. The store was open but only let 3 customers in at a time. Oahu lost power 
Friday Dec. 26 in the early evening, leaving nearly 800,000 residents and 
thousands of tourists in the dark, as well as the neighborhood where Presi
dent-elect Barack Obama was vacationing. 

is based on decades old technology 
that may not have the capacity to 
support the power needs of the 21st 
century. 

While Hawaii's system may be 
archaic, there are plans to change 
the way HECO manages the power 
systems in the state. 
· An $800 million undersea cable 

system is to be built that will allow 
power to be routed from other 
islands to help the higher needs 
of Oahu. The undersea cable, 
unfortunately, sounds like more of 
a band-aid than a permanent fix. 

The problem needs to be attacked 
at the source and the infrastructure 
needs to be upgraded with current 
technology. 

HECO might be slow to turn 
the corner on the upgrade because 
such a large upgrade would prove 
to be very expensive. 

So what do we do the next time 
we are plunged into darkness? 

The simplest thing is to be 
prepared. 

Keep a battery powered radio to 
tune into the emergency radio sta
tions, a working flashlights, candles 
or propane lanterns or invest in a 
personal generator to power small 
appliances. 

However, take extra precaution 
when using candles. Make sure its 
in a place where nothing can catch 
on fire and be sure to extinguish 
them before going to bed. 

In addition to the time spent 
in the dark, be ready for when the 
power comes back on. Unplug elec
tronic devices or purchase surge 
protecting power strips to protect 
from electrical damage. 

Always have a plan for every
thing you are concerned about, 
and the blackout will be more of a 
hiccup than a stressor. 

The View We Take is written by the 
editors of the Kapi'o. We welcome 
all responses to this subject. E-mail 
"Letter to the Editor" at kapio@ 
hawaii.edu 
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New Year's Resolutions 
By Karen Malone 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

Millions of people consider the beginning of each new calendar year 
a time of reflection and renewal. They hope to learn from past mistakes 
and they ponder what the future· holds. 

As part of this yearly ritual, they jot down a long list of resolutions 
in hopes of a better, more prosperous year. Of course, these sentiments 
usually involve doing away with old, bad habits and adapting new, life
altering changes. 

How~ver, this annual tradition usually falls short. 
The same resolutions tend to make it on the list time and time again. 

And, like clockwork, they fizzle out with the champagne and fireworks. 
Even with the best intentions; an individual's resolutions often fade 
within a few weeks. 

Here are The Kapi'o's Top 10 picks. 

10 Toss the daily clutter: 
• Make a commitment to 

throw junk mail into the recy
cling bin instead of laying it on 
your desk or table. 

g Slow down on the fast 
• food: Find inventive ways 

to fit home-cooked meals into 
your fast-paced schedule. 

8 Spend more quality time 
• with loved ones: Take a· 

daily dose of electronics-free 
living. Ban the television, iPods, 
cell phones and the like at dinner 
time, and really focus on your 
family. 

1 Contribute to a worthy 
• cause: Even if you do not 

have a lot of cash to spare, you 
can help others by donating 
unwanted items to a non-profit 
organization, such as The Salva
tion Army. 

6 Volunteer when you can: 
• Although work and school 

may keep you from volunteer
ing on a regular basis, you can 
still help out from time to time. 
Check out volunteerhawaii.org 
for a list of upcoming commu
nity events. 

5 Make exercising more 
• appealing: Instead of pick

ing something you dread to do, 
look for ways to exercise that 
seems like fun, and then find 

an exercise buddy to keep you 
motivated. 

4 Ease into losing those 
• extra powtds: Focusing 

on smaller weight-loss goals 
will probably be more produc
tive than saying "My new year's 
resolution is to lose 25 pounds 
by spring break:' 

3 Build a nest egg for a rainy 
• day: Consider selling your 

unneeded stuff at a yard sale, on 
Craig's list or at a consignment 
store, and then watch your bank 
account grow. 

2 Write down your goals: 
• Sorting through your feel

ings, wants and needs brings 
you one step closer to obtaining . 
your goals. Even talk-show host 
Oprah Winfrey keeps a journal 
to stay on track. 

1 Read the Kapi'o on a regu-
• lar basis: Stay informed 

about campus events and policy 
changes, as well as upcoming 
community events. Pick up a 
copy at any blue newsstand on 
campus or visit www.kapio.pet. 

The Top 10 list is a new column 
that the editors of the Kapi'o put 
out each week. Each week there 
will be a new topic. Next week's 
list will be the Top 10 things to get 
rid of 
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Resolutions· 
Kicking the 

smoking habit 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

For the next several issues the 
Kapi'o is doing a new year's resolu
tion series. 

I'm going to take the most 
common resolutions that many 
of us make and introduce tips and 
alternatives to help keep to said 
resolution. 

The first resolution that I'm 
going to cover is ceasing to stop 
smoking. 

For those of you who don't 
smoke, you can stop reading right 
now. However, for those who do 
smoke and have decided that 2009 
is the year to kick the habit, here is 
some information on health con
cerns and consequences regarding 
smoking and different ways to cut 
back or quit all together. 

In 2008, the National Center for 
Health Statistics reported that an 
estimated 4 7 million people smoke 
in the United States. 

According to Surgeon General, 
smoking causes lung cancer, heart 
disease, emphysema and may com
plicate pregnancy. 

The Centers for Disease and 
Control and Prevention reported 
that one in every five deaths is 
smoking related. 

There are many ways to quit 
smoking but it all depends on what 
type of person you are. 

• Some people just go cold 
turkey; they set a day and just quit 
smoking from that point on. 

• Others cut back on how much 
they smoke a day; instead of smok
ing 10 cigarettes a day, smoke five. 

• Studies have shown that 
there's a higher success rate if you 
have support when you decide to 
quit smoking. 

• Telling family, friends and co
workers that you've decided to quit 
so they help keep you on track. 

• There are help lines to help 
quit. 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 

• There are many local smoking 
cessation services available at hos
pitals and health centers. 

• Invest in medication: nicotine 
gum and patches are available over 
the counter. By a doctor's prescrip
tion there is also 

• When the urge to smoke 
strikes, distract yourself. Go for a 
walk, talk to someone or get busy 
with a task. 

However you decide to quit, you 
need to make sure that you're ready 
to quit. You have to want to quit, 
otherwise any method will prove to 
be fruitless. 

Next week's resolution that will be 
covered is losing the weight that was 
put on during the holidays. 

PERSPECTIVE 3 

Off to-the right start this semester 

Tipping 
Cows 

By Paige L. Jinbo 

At the start of a new year, the 
mass majority of us are inclined to 
make resolutions that we strive to 
keep to throughout the year. 

However, I use the term goals 
versus resolutions. For me, the 
term "resolution" carries too much 
weight, an added pressure. Using 
"goal" instead puts me more at ease 
and doesn't rattle my cages. 

My main goal for 2009 is to make 
this year a heck of a lot better than 
2008. Even though, we're only in 
the first month of the new year, I'm 
already off to a rockin' start. 

With the beginning of a new 
year comes the start of another 
semester. After about three weeks 
of being on vacation from school 
we're all forced to haul it back in 
gear and into class. 

THOMAS DUARTE/KAPI'O 

This semester there will be a lot of changes at the Kapi'o, including the launch of our new Web site, www.kapio.net. On 
the Web site, students will be able to leave comments. The Kapi'o will also be put on news stands on a different day. 

If you're like me, than you're less 
than enthused about sitting in class 
again for the next five months. 

Despite my lack of enthusi
asm I am quite excited for another 
semester to be starting. The start of 
a new semester means the produc
tion of Kapi'o commences. And for 
another semester I get to wear my 
editor hat. 

The beginning of the semester 
is always fun. All the Kapi'o staff 
comes back in and its like the family 
is back together. 

However, for a few of my staff 

members, including myself, we were 
still on campus as much as we would 
be during the semester. We gave our 
office a makeover to give ourselves 
good juju for this new year. 

I've been fortunate enough to 
have a job that I genuinely love. 

This semester the Kapi'o is 
launching its Web site, www.Kapio. 
net. However, though the Web site 
has just officially been _ launched, 
we've had many people checking 
out' the site and commenting on 
articles, which is great. 

One purpose of the Web site is to. 
deliver the news in a different way. 
Whether in hard print or online 

"I was at a sushi 
bar and I ate 
sushi in the 
dark:' 

]aqueline Vallejo, 
19, education 
major 

"I camped and 
barbequed at my 
house:' 

Herve Collin, 36, 
science teacher 

I want people to be informed of 
what's happening on campus and 
in the community. 

Even with the new addition of 
the Web site, the Kapi'o will still 
print its hard copy version weekly. 

For our loyal readers out there, 
the Kapi'o will be on the news
stands on Monday mornings versus 
Thesday afternoon. 

People can expect to see a few 
changes in the hard print ver
sion. With the help of my staff and 
adviser I am striving to improve the 
Kapi'o. The goal is to see if we can 
take it to another level. 

There has been a change in 

"I stayed home 
and drank. We 
had a little party 
and barbequed . 
until 3 a.m." 

Raymond Young; 
28, information 
technology 

"I played domi-
noes all night." 

Elad Ngujede, 23, 
mechanical engi-
neering major 

staff members. A few have left and 
there have been additions. Overall 
the general work environment is a 
good one. 

I'm excited to create a better 
weekly newspaper for the student 
body and community. 

For anyone who would like to 
give feedback on the paper and 
what we do, come and stop by our 
office. I welcome good or bad feed
back. Be warned though, most times 
our office is quite loud. There's usu
ally loud music blaring and many 
people chatting and laughing up a 
storm across their desks. 

Have a great semester everyone. 

friend's truck to 
a generator and 
we played Wii all 

Trevor Luke, 19, 
culinary arts 

"I did nothing. I 
stayed home and 
played cards all 
night:' 

Arielle Donnot, 24, 
liberal arts 
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Koa Gallery presents 
new exhibition 

KCC's Koa Art Gallery is exhibiting 
the work of Sally French from Jan. 14 
to Feb. 14 She will be presenting her 
new sequential digital photographic 
work, "Wunderlust: The Keepers Tale:' 
The exhibition is a tale of the mysteri
ous comic eggs and its keepers. The 
opening reception is Wednesday, Jan. 
14 from 4:30 to 7:30p.m. French will 
give a pre-opening walk through Jan. 
14 at noon. French will also give clos
ing comments on Feb. 14 at noon. The 
exhibitions are free and open to the 
public. For more information on the 
Koa Gallerycall 734-9374 . 

Service-learning fair 

Members of the service-learning 
program are holding ·a service learn
ing fair Jan. 14 and 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The fair will be held in the 
Iliahi building on the second floor of 
the Kahikoluamea Center. Students 
will have the opportunity to link their 
courses to service-learning. By doing 
this students will gain first-hand 
insight into their particular career 
interests and network with profes
sionals while serving the needs of the 
community. Representatives from 
the community will be on hand to 
provide information and answer any 
questions. 

Presidential scholar
ships avaliable 
Applications are nows being 
accepted for the UH Regents and 
Presidential Scholarships. These 
scholarships are for students with 
outstanding academic records who 
reside in Hawai'i. Any undergradu
ate college juniors within the UH 
system is eligible for these scholar
ships. Recipients of the scholar
ships will recieve a tuition waver, 
a $2,000 cash award for each 
semester throughout a student's 
four consecutives years of under
graduate study, plus a $2,000 travel 
award. The application deadline is 
Feb. 1. For more information con
tact the the UH Vice President for 
Student Affairs office at 956-8573. 

UH breaks record for 
Aloha United Way 

The Universtiy of Hawai'i's six 
O'ahu-based campuses raised over 
$419,000, its highest total ever in 
support of Aloha United Way's 2008 
campaign. 

Kapi'o Web site 
The Kapi'o has launched its offi

cal revamped Web site. The Web 
site will have the most up-to-date 
news and also stories from previ
ous semester. Visit the www.kapio. 
net. The hard print version of the 
Kapi'o will continued to be printed 
but will be on newstands on Mon
days mornings versus Tuesdays. 

Artworks of unfication at K(C's Koa .Gallery · 

THOMAS DUARTE I KAPI'O 

KCC's Koa Gallery exhibited a photographic exhibit of Choi Byung Kwan photographs. The exhibit, '~ Prayer for Unification," was held from Jan. 4 to Jan. 
10. There were also photographs from a few other South Korecin artists. The exhibit included photographs of the Korean War and the aftermath in the 
demilitarized zones of Korea. Kwan is also a poet. ·~ Prayer for Unification" was hosted by the National Unification Council of Korea, Hawaii. 

Health plan options 
available to students 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

Students enrolled in the UH 
system are eligilble to enroll in a 
Student Health Plan that is pro
vided by HMSA. The student health 
plan provides college students 
throughout the UH system with 
affordable health care. 

"(The student plan) provides 
comprensive medial coverage
inpatient, outpatient, office visits, 
diagnositc tests, emergency room 
visits, drug coverage and life insur
ance;' said Laura Lott, HMSA 
Community and Public Relations 
Director. 

The student health plan has 
about 2,300 subscribers, according 
to Lott. 

Depending on which of the 
four student health plans the stu
dent choses, other ~enefits could 
include, prescription drugs, vision, 
life insurance and accidental dis
memberment or death insurance. 

Although the comprehensive 
plan offers more coverage for a 
higher price than the basic plan, 
both plans cover medical services. 
Some of those medical services 
include contraceptive supplies and 
mental health services. 

Students can choose four differ
ent options in the student health 
plan: Medical only, Medical with 
repriration, life and Accidental 
Death & Dismemberment(AD&D), 
Medical with drug, and Medi
cal with drug, repriration, life and 
AD &D. 

In order to be eligible for the 
UH health insurance plan, students 
must be enrolled at ]east part-time. 

This means that undergraduate 
students need to have a minimum 
of six credits and graduate students 
need to have a minimum of four 
credits during the fall and spring 
semesters. A minimum of three 
credits is required for the summer 
semester. 

New applicants are required to 
submit their class schedule show
ing their credit hours and their 
UH idendification number. UH 
will then need to verify the student 
egibility. 

Students have the option of 
purchasing the university health 
insurance plan on an annual or 
semester-by-semester basis. Cov
erage is available for individual, 
two-party and family plans. 

Student can chose their own 
doctor and health clinic, as long as 
it is a member of HMSA. About 95 
percent of all health care providers 
in the state including all major hos
pitals are a member of HMSA. 

Lott believes it is important for 
students to have a health plan in 
case of an unexpected illness or 
emergency. 

"Many students are interna
tional students or from the main
land and would not be able to wait 
for services till they return home. 
Services at the campus health 
center are also covered under the 
plan;' said Lott. 

The deadline for the spring 2009 
semester is January 30, 2009. 
For more information on the UH 

Student Health Plan visit: www. 
hmsa.com/ portal/ student or call 

HMSA at (808) 948-5555. 

Congress making 
changes on campus 
Student Congress is look
ing to add Wi-Fi and a 
smoking area to KCC 
By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

With a new year and semester 
upon us, Student Congress members 
are determined to make a number of 
changes on the KCC campus. 

One of the main issues that 
Congress members are looking 
into is increasing wireless access 
to the entire campus. Currently, 
Wi-Fi is available in most of the 
buildings on campus except for 
the Maile and Koa buildings. 

On top of making Wi-Fi avail
able to the entire campus, Con
gress members are looking into 
simplifying the process that stu
dents need to go through in order 
to access the Wi-Fi. 

Students who would like to 
utilize the Wi-Fi must have their 
laptops setup at either Cyberne
sia or the Center for Excellence in 
Learning, Teaching and Technol
ogy, located in Naio. 

Student Congress chairper
son Liana Hofschneider wants to 
follow UH Manoa's lead. She wants 
students to be able to access the 
Wi-Fi by just their UH username. 

"Having students being able to 
access the wireless without all the 
hassle is crucial;' Hofschneider said. 

Hofschneider is also still advo
cating for students to enroll their 
cell phone numbers into the emer
gency text messaging system. She 
wants at least 80 percent of the stu
dent body enrolled in the system. 

During the second week of 
school, Student Congress mem
bers will have a table setup outside 
of the Lama Library for students to 
register their cell phone numbers. 

In the near future KCC stu
dents can expect to see a desig
nated smoking area. 

KCC student Mariko Abe, 23, 
liberal arts major, said that KCC 
should have a designated smok
ing area. 

"Us smokers should be accom
modated to as well. It's only fair;' 
Abe said. 

However, according to Hofsch
neider, administrative members 
are hesitant about providing a 
smoking area. 

Since the elimination of all 
ashtrays and designated smoking 
areas, there's been an increase of 
cigarette buds all over campus, 
Hofschneider said. 

"We need to be cognoscente 
of all our students. That's why 
we're looking into these changes;' 
Hofschneider said. 

With the huge success of last 
semester's Winter Bash, Congress 
members are intending to hold a 
Spring Bash this semester. 

Student Congress treasurer 
John Cando is optimistic that all 
projects will be able to get donE! 

Currently, the biggest issue on 
the table for Congress members is 
the charter revision. 

Right now, Student Congress 
receives 15 percent of all student 
fees while the Office of Student 
receives 85 percent. The goal of 

CONGRESS: See page 8 
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Hit maker swoons Blaisdell audiehce RECENT SNAPSHOTS 
of national and world events 

R&B crooner puts on a 
spectacular show on his 
first visit to Hawai'i 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

Ne-yo brought a touch of class 
to the islands as he performed at 
the Blaisdell Arena on Monday, 
January 5. Nearly 5,000 Ne-yo fans 
were struck by a true gentleman as 
the R&B singer sang his hit songs 
including "So Sick" and "Miss 
Independent:' 

This was Ne-yo's first ffin:e in 
Hawaii and he promised the audi
ence it wouldn't be his last. 

Ne-yo's eight piece band kicked 
off the concert as Ne-yo appeared 
at the top of a set of stairs. "Because 
ofYou;' off ofNe-yo's album of the 
same name, was the first song of 
the night. All dressed up in a shiny 
suit, Ne-yo slided on stage with 

silky dance moves proving that you 
don't need to take your shirt off to 
melt the audience. 

He 
songs 
to-back-"Nobody;' "Mad;' "Sexy 
Love," and "Single" to name a few. 

His backup dancers brought 
roses to pass out the audience 
members. Femals fans sitting in 
the front row anxiously reached 
out to grab one. 

He then introduced himself 
to the audience and talked about 
relationships and heartbreaks, the 
main theme of most of his songs. 

At one point, Ne-yo sang a 
medley of songs that he wrote for 
other artists, including Beyonce's 
"Irreplaceable" and Rihanna's 
"Take A Bow:' 

Ne-yo showed to be a true per
former. He spent much of his per
formance on stage with only him 
and his band. A few backup dane-

Students rewarding 
excellent teachers 

KCC's Excellence in Teaching Award Selection Committee is accept
ing nominations for two Excellence in Teaching Awards. There is a UH 
Board of Regents award for full~time faculty, including counselors, 
librarians and instructional media specialists. In addition, there is a 
KCC award for Excellence in Teaching for faculty lecturers. 

To nominate a candidate for either award, students and faculty are 
required to fill out a nomination form. Any three students or faculty 
members may nominate each candidate. 

All nominations by students or faculty will be submitted to a selection 
committee for review. The committee assesses the performance of the 
nominees based on evaluations prepared by the committee members. 

The nominees are judged according to the following criteria: clar
ity, learning impact, organization, knowledge of the subject area, class 
preparedness, interest and concern for the students, presentation and 
creativity, friendliness and enthusiasm. 

Completed nomination forms are to be submitted to the Office of the 
Chancellor in Ilima 214 by Friday, Feb. 13. 

FORMS AVAILABLE AT THE: 
• Library (Lama) 

Bookstore (Ohia 1st floor) 
Office of Student Activities ( Ohia 101) 
Phi Theta Kappa Office (Ohia 103 A/B) 
Office of the Chancellor (IIlima 214) 

• Kekaulike Center (Ilima 101) 

Please direct all inquiries to committee chairperson, Colette Higgins 
(734-9174 or chiggins@hawaii.edu). 

YEARO FTHEGENTLEMAN.COM 

ers came in and out through the 
performance, but no other props 
of any kind were needed for Ne-yo 

Ne-yo has been nominated for 
a number of Grammy Awards this 
year. His new album "Year of the 
Gentleman" was nominated for 
best contempoary R&B album and 
his hit single "Miss Independent" 
has been nominated for best R&B 
male vocal performance and best 
R&Bsong. 

perfor-

He ended the night with 
"Closer" and showed off the best 
of his Micheal Jackson-like dance 
moves. 

,. 

L 

-----------
Vote for your Favorite Teacher! 
Nomination Form: Excellence in Teaching Awards 

• Kapi' olani Community College will recommend a faculty 
member for two University of Hawai'i Board of Regents' 
Excellence in Teaching Awards. 

• Candidates may be nominated by any three students or 
colleagues. 

• Submit forms to the Office ofthe Chancellor: 'Ilima 214 
by Friday, February 13, 2009. 

NameofNominee ______________________________ ___ 
Last First 

Briefly explain why you are nominating this person. 

Nominated by: 

1. -----------------------------·Date ______ _ 

2. -----------------------Date-------------

3. ----------------------------Date-------------

Direct any questions to Colehe Higgins: 734-9174 or chiggins@hawailedu -----------

., 

... 

President-elect Barack Obama 
met in the White House with Pres
ident George W. Bush and former 
Presidents Bill Clinton, George 
H.W. Bush and Jimmy Carter in a 
historic meeting on Wednesday, 
Jan. 7. Obama spoke with his pre
decessors seeking advice on man
aging the oval office and expects 
to keep communication open 
between the ex-Presidents. 

Burris to join Senate 

Roland Burris, the man tapped 
by embattled Illinois Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich to assume the senate 
seat vacated by President-elect 
Barack Obama is within his right to 
take the position. Blagojevich has 
been charged by the FBI for corrup
tion and is believed to have offered 
Obama's senate seat to the high
est bidder. Blagojevich appointed 
Burris despite opposition from Illi
nois Secretary of State Jesse White 
and several members within the 
Senate. Blagojevich is expected to 
become Obama's successor. 

Gaza cease-fire 
short lived 

A brief cease-fire that was to 
last three hours to deliver food and 
water to civilians in Gaza ended 
after only 15 minutes when Israel 
began re-bombing the region. The 
recent Israeli attacks on Gaza began 
on Dec. 27 after a six-month cease
fire ended between Palestine and 
Israel. Israel has been criticized for 
aggressively bombing targets that 
have housed opposing Hamas sol
diers as well as civilians. 

Officer involved in 
New Year's shoot
ing resigns 

The police officer involved in a 
shooting in Oakland, CA on New 
Year's Day that left one man dead 
resigned on Wednesday, Jan. 7. 
Oscar Grant, 22 was fatally shot in 
the back after he and some friends 
were pulled from a train car and 
detained by police officers. Grant's 
death has come under scrutiny as 
witnesses have testified that Grant 
was trying to calm the situation 
when one officer pulled a gun. 
Grant was shot once in the back 
with the bullet ricocheting off the 
ground and puncturing his lungs. 
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Keith Kashiwada will be replacing the previous OSA coordinator, George Higa. Previous to this, Kashiwada served as depart
ment chair for the arts humanities department. Kashiwada was also the coordinator of the First Year Experience Program. 

Starting this semester, Keith 
Kashiwada will begin his new posi
tion as student engagement coordi
nator. 

Previously, Kashiwada was the 
department chair for the arts and 
humanities department. As student 
engagement coordinator, he will be 
the primary replacement for retired 
Office of Student Activities coordi
nator George Higa. 

"I really want to focus my atten
tion on hearing what students 
want;' Kashiwada said. "I don't 
want to change too much:' 

OSA has gained a solid foun
dation during Higa's tenure that 
Kashiwada will inherit. 

OSA has garnered a reputation 
as the organization responsible for 
much of KCC's live entertainment 
as well as hosting guest speak
ers and invitations to UH Manoa's 
intramural sports. Kashiwada said 
that he wants to maintain every
thing that Higa has instilled in the 
program. 

"I don't want to change too 
much;' he said. 

In addition to serving as adviser 
to OSA and its overseeing Board of 
Student Activities, Kashiwada will 
also be adviser to Student Congress. 
He will also be working closely with 
student club leaders and the Board 
of Student Publications. 

Kashiwada sees a great deal of 
potential in unifying the student 
boards under common goals. 

"To me;' Kashiwada said, "it's all . 
about communicating effectively:' 

Kashiwada hopes to add lead
ership classes that student lead
ers can take to help improve the 
effectiveness and strength of KCC's 
Chartered Student Org,anizations. 
He believes that with collaboration, 
communication channels improve 
and a common ground is easily 
defined and goals are achieved. 

With good leadership abilities, 
Kashiwada believes, students are 
able to maximize their success. 

ground that Kashiwada believes is 
necessary to optimize the potential 
of the student boards, he will begin 
by taking his new position with an 
open mind. 

"I'm always interested in what 
students think;' he said. 

Kashiwada believes his experi
ence as a department chair as well 
as his time spent as coordinator for 

about the unique and individual 
needs that spread across all stu
dents. Where others might see dif
ficulty in relating to the unique 
nature of an individual student, 
Kashiwada sees the opportunity to 
connect. 

He believes that the unique 
nature of students is what makes 
collaboration possible and will 

"I really want to focus my attention 
on hearing what students want." 
- Keith Kashiwada, student engagement coordinator 

the First Year Experience helps him 
understand the challenges that stu
dents face and will ultimately help 
him as Student Engagement Coor
dinator. He said that working as 
department chili was a good expe
rience and helped him to recognize 
his weaknesses. 

Working with FYE taught him 

result in a greater success over 
time. 

In addition to serving as Student 
Engagement Coordinator, Kashi
wada expressed a desire to con
tinue as an instructor. 

He said that most exciting part 
of both his new position and teach
ing is the opportunity to work 

KAPI'O 

Kashiwada 
steps into 

his new role 
atOSA 

Starting this semester Keith Kashiwada will be oversee
ing the Office of Student Acitivities, Student Congress 
and will work closely with student dub leaders 
By Christopher Yee 
NEWS EDITOR 

closely with students. Kashiwada 
believes that being a good teacher 
and a good communicator go hand 
in hand. 

For the students working directly 
with Kashiwada at OSA, a new 
advisor represents both the end of 
an era and the start of something 
new and unknown. "We're trying 
to help him out;' student assistant 
Aaron Gouveia said. 

Higa's retirement gave the OSA 
student assistants a crash course 
on operating the office without the 
immediate aid of an advisor. "We've 
had to run things ourselves;' stu
dent assistant Melissa Lum said. 
"It's been more of a challenge:' 

Looking towards the new semes
ter, Kashiwada sees a great deal of 
potential, but does not view him
self as the person who will dictate 
the CSO's future. 

He wants to keep his door open 
for students to express their ideas 
and concerns and will take the job 
with humility and an open mind. 

In order to find the common 
1 MATTHEW AKIYAMA/KAPI'O 

Kashlwada collaborates with OSA student workers, Melissa Lum, digital media major and Aaron Gouveia, academy fo; creative media major in the OSA office. 
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11Grey's'' and its spin-off turning gray 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

There are many problems 
haunting the walls of Seattle Grace 
Hospital. The once brilliant show, 
"Grey's Anatomy" is now flounder
ing in its fifth season. Truthfully, 
the show lost its gleam two seasons 
ago after Meredith almost died by 
drowning. 

However, this season has been 
bouncing from one improbable 
plot to the next with characters 
storylines becoming impossible to 
watch. 

Even T.R. Knight is seeing the 
degrading of the show. Rumors 
are circulating Knight, who plays 
George O'Malley wants to break his 
contract and leave the show. Knight 
needs to watch what he says. 

Katherine Heigl has been tell
ing the media that her character, 
Izzie Stevens lacks quality material. 
Since then, she has been punished 
with a storyline requiring her to see 
dead people. 

Former "Grey's" cast member 
Isaiah Washington publicly said 
some bad words about Knight and 
was fired from the show. 

Late in the fifth season, fans 
where hit with the abrupt departure 
of Erica Hahn, played by Brooke 
Smith. A plot that got cut short 
before it reached its prime. Fans are 
left with her unresolved and unex-

ABC.COM 

Dr. Miranda Bailey and Dr. Addison Montgomery are all smiles during the good 'ole days at Seattle Grace Hospital. Kate 
Walsh, who plays Addison, left the show after its third season to anchor her own medical drama, "Private Practice." 

plained lesbian relationship with 
Callie Torres (Sara Ramirez). 

Although a character was lost, 
two new ones were added. War
veteran doctor Owen Hunt (Kevin 
McKidd) appeared in the season 
opener but quickly vanished. He 
reappeared recently a few epi
sodes ago has been causing a great 
amount of heat at Seattle Grace. 

Also stirring things up at the 
hospital is new character Sadie 
Harris (Melissia George). She is an 
intern and a friend of Meredith's 
famously known for cutting herself 
so the other interns could practice 
operating. 

Maybe the show is dwindling 
because creator Shonda Rhimes is 
stretching to thin. Rimes created 

' 

the "Grey's" spin-off "Private Prac
tice:' Starting this week, "Private 
Practice" will move time slots and 
will now air after "Grey's:' 

"Private Practice;' now in its 
second season, has never had 
the same succ;ess as "Grey's:' The 
spin-off focuses on Addison Mont
gomery, a former doctor at Seattle 
Grace. 

Of the ·two, "Grey's" has the 
heavier load and the most ground 
to regain which includes Heigl's 
and Knight's troubles. The show has 
let its best characters go to waste. 

The characters on "Private Prac
tice" has never beep fully devel
oped. Addison Montgomery (Kate 
Walsh) was never a favorite on 
"Grey's" and has long had difficulty 
holding down her own series. 

Addison's likely love interest in 
the first season, Pete Wilder (Tim 
Daly) is now caught in a love tri
angle with old flame Meg Porter 
(Jayne Brook) and fellow doctor 
Violet Turner (Amy Brenneman). 

Feuding ex-husband and wife 
and business owners Sam (Taye 
Diggs) and Naomi Bennett (Audra 
McDonald) fight to rescue their 
practice from financial ruin. To 
make matters worse, they discover 
that a rival practice is opening one 
floor upstairs, headed by their evil 
nemesis Charlotte King (KaDee 
Strickland). 

Addison recently got dumped 
by her cop boyfriend K~vin Nelson 
(David Sutcliffe). 

He took many hits this season
-getting shot on the job which 
kept him bedridden with the over
controlling Addison and getting an 
ultimatum from Addison's brother. 

It's a no wonder he walked out. 
Let's hope the fans don't walk out 
too. 

The video games that rocked in 2008 
By Christopher Yee 
NEWS EDITOR 

Say what you will about the eco
nomic instability of the nation and 
the world, just don't mention it to 
the video game industry. While 
gas prices hit record highs and fell 
back to prices from yesteryear, the 
video game industry continued 
its upward swing. 2008 was a year 
filled with powerful sequels and 
innovative originals. 

Little Big Planet (PS3) - Most 
Innovative, Best New Franchise, 

·Best Platformer 
LBP is not like anything you've 

ever played. It's a unique plat
former that features tiny 3-inch tall 
sackboys who run and jump across 
side-scrolling miniature worlds 
avoiding death by fire, electricity, 
spikes and the ever-popular bot
tomless pit. 

Bring four friends together at 
home or online and a mad dash to 
the end of the level collecting point 
bubbles along the way. Throw in the 
most innovative level designer for 
players to create and share levels, 
and the game extends itself well 
beyond the content on the disc. 

Metal Gear Solid 4: Guns of the 
Patriots (PS3) - Best Sequel, Best 

Graphics, Best• Voice Acting~ 

MGS4 may have had cut scenes 
longer than a HBO miniseries and 
it tried desperately to tie every 
loose end ever written in the series' 
20 year history, but it did so in 
amazing fashion. Gone . was - the 
game with Snake sneaking around 
in the shadows, MGS4 pulled back 
the veil of history and set itself up 
as a warning of the future. The new 
focus on action allowed players to 
really immerse themselves in the 
war zone that Snake was caught in 
the middle of while not sacrifiCing 
any of Metal Gear's signature pre
sentation and stylized visuals. 

Grand Theft Auto IV (X360, PS3, 
PC) - Best Action Game, Best 
Story 

Niko Bellic did something that 
no other protagonist brought to 
a GTA game; he brought a little 
bit of heart. Yes he was east Euro
pean, yes he was a gun for hire but 
he also had a deep sense of loyalty 
and an air of reliability about him. 
The player embraces Niko's human 
qualities as he tries to find answers 
to his past and survive the chaos in 
Liberty City. 

Rock Band 2 (PS3, X360, Wii) 
- Best Music Game, Best Multi
player 

Rock Band 2 is one of the best games of 2008; allowing players to play instruments and sing like a real band. 

It isn't a party until somebody 
busts out Rock Band. RB2 uses the 
same formula of the original, and 
it continues to deliver. Say what 
you will about playing on a plas
tic guitar, but bring four friends 
together and RB2 will entertain 
for hours. Add in new download
able songs each week and there is 
always something to play. 

Fallout 3 (PS3, X360, PC) - Best 
RPG, Game of the Year 

Resurrecting an old PC fran
chise in Fallout, Bethesda Soft
works hasn't skipped a beat. Where 
the first two Fallouts were primar
ily grid based, Fallout 3 feels much 
in the vein of Bethesda's last RPG 
hit, Elder Scrolls IV: Fallout 3 takes 
place some 270 years in the future, 

after the world had been ravaged 
by nuclear war. The main charac
ter is somebody new to the nuclear 
wasteland and explores the charred 
ruins of Washington D.C. 

The violent RPG has its share 
of poignant moments in particu
lar walking up the Great Mall and 
viewing a half destroyed Washing
ton Monument. 

-
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Center: 
Continued from page 1 

more convenient for us (instruc
tors) to provide the tutoring;' 
Chung said. "The more students 
use the tutoring the easier it (math) 
becomes:' 

According to Kahikoluamea 
Departmen Chair Kauka DeSilva, 
the tutoring and mentoring will 
not be confined to one area of the 
center. Instead, it will be spread 
throughout the center utilizing 
varying furniture in center. 

"The idea is we want to be a stu
dent centered institution;' DeSilva 
said. "Everything is movable in 
the center, there are parameters of 
what we think is best, but we are 
going to let students decide where 
they want to go and how they want 
the tables arranged:' 

Kahikoluamea features an array 
of furniture from desks to diner tables 
as well as couches for students to use. 
And most of the furnishings are on 
wheels, making it quick and easy for 
students to work in groups. 

Another aspect of the center will 
be an upgrade to the technology 
available to students. In the previ
ous Holomua Center the technol
ogy fell somewhat behind and thus 
an upgrade was needed. 

According to DeSilva the new 
center will have a significant 
upgrade of technology from the 
previous center. 

Some of the new technology that 
will be available are LCD screens 
that can be used for presentations 
as well as laptops available for use 
in the center among other upgrades. 

The Kahikoluamea Center will have more space for students to collaborate. 

Students will be able to check out a 
laptop and use it anywhere in the 
center because the entire center 
will have wireless access. Accord
ing to DeSilva the new technology 
will also be better integrated into 
student life at the center. 

The next phase of the renova
tion is a complete revamp of the first 
floor, which now houses Cybeme
sia, Subway, The International Cafe 
and the testing lab. The college has 
already received a Title III grant 
worth $1.9 million for the renovation 
DeSilva said. If everything progresses 
accordingly it is possible that some
time during the early part of this 
semester construction could begin. 

The goal is to create a hub-like 
student center that will have every-

thing a student needs to be suc
cessful in college. The next phase 
will create more learning space 
as well as improve the aesthetics 
of the outdoor areas of the 'Iliahi 
building. 

According to DeSilva, there are 
plans to possibly place all night 
classes in 'Iliahi after the full renova
tion is done. Even further down the 
road could be possibly building an 
outdoor amphitheater on the Dia
mond Head side of the building. 

For more information about the 
Kahikoluamea Center and the 
services offered, contact Depart
ment Chair Kauka DeSilva at des@ 
hawaii.edu. 

Cafeteria: 
Continued from page 1 

With the decrease in the price 
of gas and food, changes could be 
made. 

This semester the cafeteria will 
once again have help serving the 
hot food during the lunch period. 
The breakfast buffet will remain 
self-served. 

There will be set prices for the 
hot food. A regular meal will cost 
$6.25 and a mini-meal will cost 
about $4.25. Students will have a 
choice of three different hot food 
entrees. 

The cafeteria will continue to 
have its short-order station, where 
food is made-to-order. 

However, transitioning back 

Congress: 
Continued from page 4 

the charter revision is to redistrib
ute more money to Student Con
gress. Congress wants 50 percent of 
all student fees. 

The charter revision has been 
the topic of discussion for Congress 
members since last semester. 

"The monies go to the students' 
needs; so we're adamant about get
ting the 50 percent;' Hofschneider 
said. 

While the charter revision is 
a priority to Congress members, 
improving technology for the stu
dent body is the top priority. 

Within the next few semesters, 
there may be no dead spots for cell 

Book it to the bookstore! 

to the original way goes against 
normal policy, Takahashi said. 
Major price changes and offering 
adjustments are done between aca
demic years. But, due to the volume 
of complaints he decided to make 
an exception. 

KCC student Diane Nakano is 
anxious to return to a cafeteria with 
lower prices. 

"They were charging way too 
muchforfoodthatwasn'tthatgreat; 
so it's good that the food is going to 
be cheaper;' Nakano said. "Now I 
can stay on campus for lunch:' 

Takahashi encourages people to 
comment. For those who want 
express their concerns or comments, 
contact Takahashi at rtakahas@ 
hawaii.edu. 

phones on campus. Members are 
looking to install cell phone boost
ers on campus. 

Cell phone boosters are devices 
that will increase cell phone signals 
in areas that are currently weak. 

The goal is to install one booster 
per building. One booster will 
accommodate the entire building. 
The way the booster works is simi
lar to the way a wireless Internet 
modem works. 

"We have lots of vision for our 
campus," Cando said. "We're dedi
cated in making our commitment 
to students:' 

To contact Student Congress call 
734-9580 or drop by the Student 
Congress office, 'Ohi'a 104. 

MATTHEW AKIYAMN KAPI'O 

Shelly Mecum browses the the KCC bookstore to buy books for her son, Joe Mecum. With the start of the new semester students filled the bookstore to purchase their books before the first day 
of classes. Although many students were seen departing from the bookstore with bags in toe, other students opted to buy their textbooks from Web sites. "I'm just here with my friend to buy 
books," Lyle Woo, KCC student, said. 11

/ bought all my books off of Amazon. com." According to Woo, he purchased his books at half the price of what the bookstore was selling its textbooks for. 
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