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KOA Award revived after three years 
By James Balicao 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

After three straight years of absence, the 

Koa Gallery is bringing back the renowned 
KOA Awards art show. 

David Behlke, the Koa Gallery direc

tor for 17 years, was visibly excited as he 

spoke about the upcoming Koa Awards art · 
exhibit. 

"Koa Awards is a lifetime achievement 

award;' Behlke said. "It is an award given to 

someone who has a lifelong achievement and impact into the 
community:' 

For the first time since 2007, the Koa Gallery will hold its 

15th KOA Awards art show this month. From March 17 to 

April 14, the gallery will be showcasing award-winner Victor 
Kobayashi's awe-inspiring work of arts for the public to see. 

"''m really looking forward to it;' Behlke said with a big 

smile. 
The KOA (Koa's Outstanding Artist) Award is part award, 

part fundraiser. The gallery will be showcasing Kobayashi's art 
- he's a ceramicist and textile artist - and part of the money 

generated from any pieces sold will be donated to the gallery. 

PAST WINNERS 
» 2007 Reiko Brandon 

» 2006 Dodie Warren 

» 2005 Harry Tsuchidana 

» 2004 Claude Horan 

The KOA Award was first given in 1994 to Lucille Cooper, 
a ceramists who later inspired the annual Mixed Media Minia

ture show at the Koa Gallery. Ever since, the KOA Award has 

been given to an aspiring artist in Hawaii that inspires his/her 

community through service and the arts. The annual award, 

a lifetime achievement award, carne to a temporary halt after 

April 2007 due to the recession. 

Now that the economy is slowly recovering, the Koa Gallery 

decided it's time to bring back the KOA Awards. 

The selection of the winner was chosen by two committees, 
with 60 percent of the vote corning from the community and 

40 percent coming from faculty. 
"When Victor's name came up, everyone just sort of agreed 

... he was the one. And Victor is very deserving of the award;' 
Behlke said. · 

With only five days free to prepare for the KOA Awards after 
the end of '1\spiration for Unity;' the current art exhibition at 

the gallery, Behlke and his crew has a lot to do in their hands. 

"My current staff hasn't been into the cycle before;' Behlke 

said while scratching his chin. "It's a lot of work but it's going 
to be a lot of fun:' 

» 2003 Bumpei Akaji 

» 2002 Helen Gilbert and Ken Bushnell 

» 2001 Clarence Lee 

» 2000 Tadashi Sato 

» 1999 Murray Turnbull 
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. r(Lt A .. ~ . ~· .. .l~~·-,·~ KCC student Jessica 
Mattos was a semifinalist 
in the National Service 
Learning Award. 

Behlke also showed a lot of admiration every time he talked 

about Kobayashi, a native of Maui who founded the Univer

sity of Hawai'i's first museum, the John Young Museum of Art. 
Behlke got excited every time he pressed the next button on 

his camera as he proudly showed some of the works Kobayashi 

will be bringing to the event. 
Nicki Ralar, 20, a member of the Koa Gallery staff for 11 

months, said she's also excited to be a part of the revival of the 

KOAAwards. 
"It's a great opportunity to get into the scene;' Ralar said. "You 

get to meet different artists and get close to them. For the KOA 

Awards, like every other art shows that we have, the preparation is 

always quite the hassle. But I'm still very excited to be a part of it:' 
With an absence of three years, the Behlke was enthusiastic 

as he prepares for the first KOA Awards show in three years. 
'1\rtwork is always different;' he said. '1\rtists are always 

different and art is always changing. But art will always touch 

people's hearts in the same warm, inspiring waY:' 

The Koa Gallery is open Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more informa
tion, e-mail koaglry@hawaii.edu or call 734-9374. 

» 1998 Tseng Yu Ho (Betty Ecke) 

» 1997 Satoru Abe 

» 1996 John Young 

» 1995 Toshiko Takaezu 

» 1994 Lucille Cooper 
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After a recent trip to 
Hollywood, photo editor 
Sean Nakamura lists his 
ideal places to travel. 



2lnews 
KCC talent show promotes campus participation 
By Trevor Latorre 
COPY EDITOR 

The March 7 talent show featured 
students' varying talents front and 
center at the 'Ohi'a cafeteria. 

Students with stomachs of iron 
made their way on stage to showcase 
the best they had (in two minutes) in 
hopes of winning a $500 gift card to 
Ala Moana. 

Tordjman's brown hair sliced 
through the warm, viscid air, then 
settled ever so softly upon her shoul
ders. 

Duong led and followed the way, 
pulling his shoulders back and rais
ing his chin parallel to the wood floor, 
which creaked with every step. 

Nevertheless, there could only be 
one winner, and first place ·went to a 
salsa-dancing duo Vinh Duong and 
Kimberly Tordjman. 

And despite her inhibitions, 
Kapi'o photographer Rie Miyoshi 
shined in all her melodic swooning 
and won fourth place, walking away 
with a $200 gift card. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF OSA 

KCC talent show participants are seen from left to right: Kelly Bongo/an, Jrodon Bongo/an, Sara-Marie Espiritu, Phillip 
Aiwohi-Kim, Mark Pilar, lndi Rajahkuman, Corbett Roy, Vinh Duong, Fed/is Lee, Clarence Lloren and Paullinuma. 

The duo swayed and dipped to the 
beat of salsa music as their costumes 
shimmered in the light. 

The Board of Student Activities 
Faculty adviser Alfred Gonzales was 
pleased with the turnout and hopes 
more students take advantage of 

the opportunity to participate next 
semester. 

"It was pretty good, for the most 
part;' Gonzales said. "There wasn't 
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any booing:' 
Last semester, unfortunately, saw 

a few hecklers but was quickly han
dled by Gonzales himself. 

Are you a creative person ? 

WORK FO R TiiE KAPI'O 

He expressed that it isn't easy to 
get up in front of a group of peers, not 
tr ip and still try your best to win. 

Do you experience gas, cramps, or 
bloating when you have milk or other 
dairy products? 

Participants are needed for a clinical 
research study of an investigational 
medication being studied for the 
treatment of lactose intolerance. 

To qualify for research study 8239-756 
you must be: 

·Age 18 to 64 and think you 

may be lactose intolerant 
• Nicotine-free for at least 3 

months 

This is an outpatient study, 
with no overnight stays. 

Participants will receive all study-related 
exams at no cost and compensation up 
to $1350 for their time. 

Call Today Toll-Free 877-708-6681 , 
text ALOHA to 77982 or visit 
TestWith The Best. com. 
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KCC student Jessica Mattos, who worked alongside Project Dana, was one of 50 semifinalists for the National Service 
Learning Award. The award seeks students from across the U.S. who have made a positive impact in their community. 

Student engages in community 
By Iiwileo Pacarro 
STAFF WRITER 

Dzidra Dameral is an 87-year-old 
World War II refugee. She is partially 
bedridden, with two knee surger
ies under her belt. Grandma T is a 
97-year-old woman who is home
bound. 

Kapi'olani Community College 
student Jessica Mattos met these two 
women through a service-learning 
program called Project Dana. Mattos 
documented her time and what she 
learned from them. This documen
tation earned Mattos a nomination 
for the National Service Learning 
Award. 

Mattos was one of 50 semifinal
ists for this award, which seeks out 
the top students nationwide who are 
positively impacting social and envi
ronmental challenges facing commu

nities. She did not make the next cut 
to 15 finalists , but that doesn't dimin
ish her experience through Project 
Dana. 

"It is so rewarding and was so 
much fun, especially Project Dana;' 
Mattos said. "Working with Project 
Dana made my semester the happiest 
semester of my college experience:' 

Mattos, from Kauai, is studying 
to be an X-ray technician, which sent 
her path to KCC. In 2010, as a require
ment for a class, Mattos signed up for 
service learning. For her semester 
project, Mattos made a five-minute 
video of her work with Project Dana, 
the program she signed up for with 

• 
• 

service learning. 
Project Dana is a program in 

which students get to help the elderly. 
Students are assigned elderly people 
to take care of throughout the semes
ter. Dameral and Grandma T were 
the two people Mattos had the privi
lege to help. 

Once a month, Mattos would buy 
groceries for Dameral. Along with 
buying groceries, Mattos got to sit 
and talk with the World War II sur
vivor. 

"Dzidra has no family here;' 

Mattos said. "She is not from here. 
She came from another country. I 
would sit and talk and that would 
make her happy. Sometimes I would 
be the only person she sees. She was 
so happy just to talk to someone:' 

For Grandma T, Mattos would 
spend an hour sitting and playing 
games with her. Chinese Check
ers was Grandma T's favorite game. 
Mattos remembers how Grandma T 
would get so into the game and how 
lively Grandma T got. 

"Grandma T has dementia;' 

Mattos said. "Sometimes when I went 
over, she would forget who I was. But 
as soon as I brought out the game, 
she remembered. It's amazing how 
something so simple as checkers or 
shopping can make them so happy. 
Working with them was wonderful. 
They were so grateful, friendly and so 
happy with the little things:' 

The same time Mattos was work

ing with Project Dana, tragedy struck 

EGG DONORS NEEDED 

in her own family. Her grandmother 
Adeline was flown from Kauai to 
Queens Medical Center and diag
nosed with diverticulosis, a severe 
intestinal disorder. Grandma Adeline 
went through surgery and was hospi
talized for three months. 

Mattos would visit with her 
grandmother in rehab, and the two 
would pass the time by playing games 
together. 

"My grandmother was in rehab, 
but it was a floor of elderly people 
with her;' Mattos said. "We would 

always bring different games to play. 
Every time we visited, all the elderly 
people would swarm around us and 
get so excited:' 

Though Mattos is not working 
with Project Dana this semester, she 
recommends it to anyone who is 
interested in Service Learning. 

Mattos is no longer up for the 
$5,000 scholarship grand prize for the 
National Service Learning Award, but 
she is proud that she has gotten this 
far. She is still up for the $2,500 schol
arship fan favorite award, l though. 

Voting for this takes place online at 
http://www.serviceawards.org. 

TO WATCH MATTOS' 
VIDEO OF HER WORK 
WITH PROJECT DANA, 
GOTO: 
www.vimeo.com/11892439. 

Compassionate, caring 19-30 yr old women needed to enhance the lives of couples 
struggling with infertility. Compensation begins at $5,000. To learn how you can be 
responsible for a happy ending, visit us at www.ConceptionsCenter.com 
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Calendar of Events 

Monday 

White Day 

Valentine's Day in Japan is celebrated differently from the West. In 
America, couples exchange gifts and chocolates to loved ones. In Japan, it 
is customary for the women to give chocolates to the men. In exchange, 
one month after Valentine's Day, men return the favor and give chocolate 
to women. This is "White Day;' named so because of the white boxes the 
gifts come in. So guys return the favor and buy your girl some chocolate. 

Tuesday 

Songwriters Acoustic Open Mic 
9 p.m., OnStage Drinks and Grinds, 802 Kapahulu Ave. 

All you poets and aspiring writers now have the chance to showcase your 
work. OnStage Drinks and Grinds are hosting a Songwriters Acoustic 
Open Mic. OnStage is the "ultimate living room:' Open Mic starts at 9 
p.m., so while you are waiting you can partake in the many activities they 
have. They have pool tables, dartboards, TV s, karaoke and much more. 

Wednesday 

Typical Hawaiians 

Na Hoku Hanohano-award winning band, Typical Hawaiians, will be 
playing at the Hilton Hawaiian Village's Tapa Bar. Started in 1996, Typi
cal Hawaiians have been playing ever since. Their hit song "Crazy" was 
No. 1 in the island music charts and won Na Hoku Reggae Album of the 
Year. Music starts at 8 p.m. and goes until 11 p.m. 

Thursday 

St. Patrick's Day 

Top o' the morning to ya. In memory of the Patron Saint of Ireland, peo
ple from all around are Irish for a day. Saint Patrick is best remembered 
for driving the snakes from Ireland. Now everyone all around remember 
him as they proclaim their Irish heritage. Remember you must be "wear
ing of the green" or some serious punishment may be in store for you. 

Friday 

1/Jersey Shore" in Hawai'i 

On Friday, Nicole "Snooki" Polizzi and Michael "The Situation" Sor
rentino will be partying it up at Wet 'n' Wild Kapolei. Tickets are $20 in 
advance or $25 - $30 at the door for this two-event party. The first event, 
"The pool party" starts at 1 p.m. for all ages. "The club;' the second event 
featuring the "Jersey Shore" stars, starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are available at 
all T&C Surf Locations, all military outlets, UH Campus Center, Wet 'n' 
Wild Hawai'i and at www.inticketing.com and www.groovetickets.com. 

Saturday 

"Willy Won ka" 
7:30 p.m., Saint Louis School 's RichardT. Mamiya Theatre 

Saint Louis' Center of the Arts is showcasing the wonders of "Willy 
Wonka:' Tickets are $22 for general admission, $18 for students, seniors 
(60and older), and military and children ages 12 and younger are $15. 
The show starts 7:30 pm at the Richard T. Mamiya Theatre at the Saint 
Louis School campus. Proceeds support the school's performing arts . 

Sunday 

'/Avenue Q" 

4 p.m., Manoa Valley Theatre 

This Tony Award-winning musical has been showing in Manoa Valley 
Theatre since March 3. This musical is a satirical version of "Sesame 
Street;' and its characters deal with coming-of-age issues. Tickets are $29 
under 26 years old - the minimum age is 14 - and $39 for senior citizens 
and military. Tickets for adults will cost $44. Tickets can be obtained 
through www.manovalleytheatre.com or at 988-6131 . 
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U H screens expose on 
tragedy of prostitution 

By Alika Pfaltzgraff 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

On Feb. 24, the National Organi
zation for Women (NOW) hosted a 

screening of the documentary "Ameri
can Pimp" in the Frear Conference 

Room on the University of Hawai'i at 

Manoa campus, followed by a discus

sion about human trafficking, prostitu

tion and modern-day slavery. 
"American Pimp" chronicles 

the lives of several self-professed 

"macks"(professional pimps), who exalt 

the beauty and tragedy of prostitution. 

Some of the pimps boast about their 
nonviolent methods of inducing their 

allure, uggesting that not all pimps are 

as violent and heartless as the media has 

portrayed them. Other pimps preach 
the necessities of abuse, even going 

so far as confessing to hitting women 
who've misbehaved. 

While it is true that the film does 
present the subject with a pseudo

facetious slant, it does a good job of 
highlighting the serious repercussions 

of their lascivious trade. The end of the 
film focuses on the desecration sur

rounding the industry and delves into 

the depths of some decorated pimps' 

depravity. Many pimps wind up in jail 

or dead, with the same symptoms apply
ing to prostitutes as well. 

. 50,000 women and children from Asia, 

Latin America and Eastern Europe are 

lured to America each year under false 
pretenses, and brutally prostituted. 

According to government officials, 

it's a worldwide problem that infects 

every major region. NOW has collabo

rated with other human rights organi

zations, helping to bring the perplexing 
issue to the forefront of policy-makers 

the world over. According to some fig

ures, hundreds of thousands of women 
and children are entrapped and sub

jected to forced labor and sexual deg
radation. 

The film drew a lot of controversy 

when it was first released back in 2001, 

with its deterrents citing the film's highly 

stylized interpretation of the profiled 
pimps, almost to the point of glamor

ization. The pimps' colorful vocabu

lary and idiosyncratic street slang are 

supplemented by funky, upbeat music, 
giving their speeches an almost irrever

ent feel. 
Of course, pimps aren't the only sub

jects in the documentary, and we get 
illuminating anecdotes from the prosti

tutes as well. 

Overall, the film provides a grue

some but necessary first -hand account 
of the life of a pimp, and the mentality 

that these men possess when handling 
their business. 

After the film's screening, members 

of NOW discussed the alarmingly high 
rate of human trafficking that is still 

taking place today. In 2009, the CIA 

completed a report that found that 

Some girls are kidnapped by deviant 
businessmen, while others are deceived 

by trusted officials in high places. In 

extreme cases, families will sell their 

children into prostitution in hopes of 
procuring financial stability for them
selves. 

At its obscene core, the sex trade 

is a multi-billion dollar industry that 
thrives on human suffering. 

PHOTO COURTESTY OF NATIONAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 

University of Hawai'i-Manoa screened a documentary called 
''American Pimp," which chronicles the lives of several pimps who 
exalt the beauty and tragedy of prostitution. The film was released 
in 2001 and had gained much attention and controversy, with its 
deterrents claiming ''American Pimp" is glamorizing prostitution. 

The pimp's primary skill is the art 
of manipulation: making these women 

retrieve their money at any and all costs. 

Avenue, homemade Mexican food awaits 

inside the old Waiola Shave Ice building. 

At Tacos Ricos, tacos, burritos, nachos 

and so much more are offered. 
In 2010 Phil Wang and his wife Caro-

1 lina Garcia-Wang decided to expand their 

taco stand. They moved their business 

from the 99 Ranch Market food court to 

Kapahulu. Wang, a Taiwanese native, i 

not what you would expect for an owner 
of a Mexican food restaurant. In fact his 
wife, is the brain behind the food. 

As soon as you walk in, you feel like 

you have stepped into Mexico with Tel
emundo playing on the TV, the red walls 

lined with Dia de los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) decorations and the open skillet 

right next to the register all give you the 

For information about how to 
become involved with Hawai'i's NOW 

division, call 853-7146 or e-mail 

now4uhm@gmail.com. 

The menu is separated into five sec

tions: tacos, burritos, nachos, polio asado 

and specialties. Under each section, you 

have a wide variety of each dish and how 
they prepare it. 

Tacos are $2 apiece. These are not 

your typical tacos. They are "street tacos:' 
similar to a California taco truck's tacos. A 

homemade double corn tortilla is the base 
layer·to the meat. 

Smaller than your average taco, these 

are filled with meats straight out of 
Mexico. Carne asada (roast beef), lengua 

(beef tongue), adobada (marinated pork), 

Mexican ground beef, shrimp, pescado 

(fish) and tripas (intestines) are all pre

pared according to the recipes of Garcia

Wang's grandmother. 

Tacos Ricos' burritos are called the 

King Burritos with three pounds of glo

rious ingredients packed into a 14-inch 
tortilla, and they only cost $9. Homemade 

Mexican rice, beans, cabbage and your 
choice of meat spill out of the King. 

The nachos are no different than any 

other dish on the menu. A big bowl of 

chips piled with cheese, your choice of 

meat, onions and cilantro make up the 
Nachos Ricos. The big bowl of Nachos 

Ricos is also only $9. 

The last section should probably be 
split between two people. You can order 

a half of the Rico Polio Asado for $8 or 

a whole for $14. Polio Asado is grilled 

chicken, and it comes with Mexican beans 

and rice, tortillas, cilantro and onions. 

In addition to any dish you buy from 

ulu 

here, you can also add toppings from their 

well-stocked salsa bar that includes Cilan
tro, crema, onions, salsa rojo and verde, 

guacamole, pickled onions, lime wedges 
and more. 

If you are feeling extra Hispanic, you 

can top your meal off with a Jarritos, a 

popular soft drink from Mexico. They have 

flavors such as Tutti-frutti (fruit punch), 
Guayaba (guava), Fresa (strawberry), 

Mango, Cola, and Mineragua (sparkling 
water) . 

Tacos Ricos is located at 525 Kapahulu 

Ave. It is open at bar hours that consist of 
noon to 2 a.m. on Monday through Satur

day and noon to midnight on Sundays. It 
does not serve alcohol, but if you want a 

cerveza with your meal, it is a BYOB res

taurant. 



By Carl Hefner 

It is with great pride that we present 
the 23rd Annual International Festival 
at KCC. 

For students at KCC, this is a great 
opportunity to learn about other cul
tures, to hear lectures about world events 
and issues, and for students, faculty, staff 
and community to enhance their under
standing of the peoples and cultures of 
the world. 

The 23rd Annual International Festival is truly a landmark 
in the history oflnternational Education on the KCC campus 

and provides all of us an opportunity to become engaged 
global citizens. 

I am very pleased to have been a guiding force, along with 
others, during the 20 years that I have directed the festival. 
But I could not have done so, without my own teachers and 
experiences along the way. 

As an anthropologist, I have been fortunate to travel many 
parts of the world, first for my M.A. and Ph.D. work, and now 
for research and professional development. 

I have had incredible experiences and truly believe that 
traveling the world, living and socializing with everyday 
people, and learning their language and culture is the best 
way to accumulate knowledge and wisdom about the world 
and its diversity of peoples. 

My travels have taken me to diverse countries of the world 
including Japan, China, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Canada, Mexico, Argentina, 
Chile and my current research interest, which is Myanmar 
(seven years of research in Myanmar). 

As an undergraduate, I was fortunate to come across the 
Ethnomusicology program at UHM while studying for my 

degree in Anthropology. 
In fact, I became so enthused with the music oflndonesia, 

known as the gamelan, that at first I began playing the more 
basic instruments in the ensemble and grtadually worked my 
way up to the more complicated improvisational instruments 
that played "around the implied melody:' 

I truly gained an appreciation for the depth of culture 
that is not always apparent at first glance. This led to playing 
gamelan for five years, learning the mythology of the Rama
yana and the Mahabharata and the Indonesian language. 

In order to truly begin to understand a culture, I am an 
ardent supporter of learning the language, which is a window 
to their world. In my fieldwork in Indonesia, I had to become 
fluent in the national language, known as Bahasa Indonesia, 
and pass a proficiency test before any anthropological field
work could be done. 

This was a requirement of the graduate Anthropology 
program at UH, and as it turns out, extremely important. 

Without knowing the language, you miss out on so much 
of the content of conversations amongst people, and the 
meaning of many social interactions is lost. 

When you understand the language, their world opens up 
to you, and you become more accepted by people from the 
culture, because there is an effort on your part to join in as a 
"student" of their traditions. You are also enabled to read the 

older texts and work in their libraries to do historical back
ground work for your research. 

I also highly encourage students to apply for scholarships 
for language and culture study, such as the Freeman Schol
arships and numerous other scholarships to Japan, China, 
Korea and India on this campus. 

I feel very fortunate to have received a four-year scholar
ship from the East-West Center for academic pursuits toward 

my Ph.D. in Anthropology. I will always be tremendously 
grateful to the East-West Center for a full scholarship that 
enabled me to complete my studies. 

Today, I give back to the EWC as president of the East
West Center Alumni Association-Hawaii Chapter for the 
past eight years. In doing this, I feel connected to East-West 
Center alumni all over the world and have learned much from 
my colleagues and friends wherever I have traveled. 

And my understanding of the world has increased expo
nentially. 

One of the things I have discovered about the world is 
that all humans living on this earth have so many things in 
common. We all have basic wants and needs that are fulfilled 
by our cultures. 

Cultures ARE what make us different, and we must learn 
to understand and accept that there is no one way of life that 
suits all people. It therefore is quite important to learn about 
and respect other cultures of the world. 

I highly recommend the many excellent courses that are 
offered at KCC that allow the student to explore the anthro
pology, history, languages, cultures, politics, religions and 
contemporary issues that are part of our world, along with 
plans for study abroad. 

Studying abroad will enable a student to gain in-country 
experience of other cultures, further hone language skills and 
generally broaden your mind. 

I believe that an having an open mind is one step closer to 

developing an international thinker capable of dealing with 
worldly and global issues with critical insights, which ulti
mately may not only help the student but also raise the level 
of consciousness of the world's citizens. 



Honoring international cultures 
By Joie Nishimoto & Remington Taum 
KAPI'O STAFF 

Students from last semester who 
attended International Education 
Week can look forward to a similar 
International Festival event but on a 
larger scale. 

Each year, the International Festi 
val is held on the Kapi'olani Commu
nity College campus during the spring 
and welcomes all students, faculty and 
staff. The event has been recognized 
not only on campus but also within 
the community. 

Around 6,000 brochures are printed, 

with 3,000 being distributed to the com
munityand the other half to the KCC fac
ulty, staff and students, said Carl Hefner, 
the International Festival Coordinator. 

The festival has been modeled after 
ideas and practices that can be found 

at the East West Fest at the East West 
Center at the University of Hawai'i at 

Manoa once a year. 
Hefner said that the festival will be 

representing about 27 to 40 countries of 
the world in a variety of presentations. 
Presentations will include poster-board 
sessions, lectures, demonstrations, 
musical performances, films and more. 

One of KCC's most popular 
events, the week-long occasion pro
vides students with an opportunity to 
vicariously travel or relate their own 
experiences to places throughout the 
world by attending presentations at 
the festival, Hefner explained. 

Presentations will be made by 
the CCID (Community Colleges for 
International Development) students 

on campus; there are about 15 CCID 
students from various parts of the 
world: Egypt, Pakistan, South Africa, 
and Kenya. 

This year, student involvement in the 
International Festival has increased and 
a portion of the presentations is tied into 
the art and science classes on campus. 
Students from the French, Chinese, 
Spanish Club and International Cafe are 
also contributing to the festival. 

International students in the ESOL 
92 and 94 classes are participating 
more each year and sharing their cul
tures, Hefner said. 

"During the four days (of the festi
val), there are spontaneous moments 

of intense learning, which provide an 
alternate learning delivery system:' 

Hefner said. 
This year, those attending the 

event can expect to see an expansion 
to more countries of the world. There 
will be a presentation by community 
members on Cuba and dances of 
Columbia, South America. 

Honor, the theme for this year's 
festival, is a broad category and is 
recognized by people all around the 
world, Hefner said. During the festi
val, honor will be expressed through 
honoring literature, languages, his
tory, music and ancestors. 

"We felt that honor was a particu
larly appropriate theme for this year's 
festival;' Hefner said, "one that will 

help increase greater understanding 
in the world:' 

Must-see events for Monday, Tuesday 

International Parade of Cultures 

Monday, March 14, 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Campus wide 

The International Parade of Cultures kicks off 
the week-long festival. Kapi'olani Community 
College students, faculty and staff are invited 
to march through the campus and represent 

their heritage. Those who want to walk in the 
parade are encouraged to wear their native 
clothing. The parade is coordinated by Tim 

Park and Shawn Yacavone, and students from 
the International Cafe, Japanese 131 and 

Japanese 298 have contributed. 

Hawaiian Musical Traditions: Ledward Kaapana 

Monday, March 14, 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 
Interested in listening to Hawaiian music? This 
event will feature musician and recording artist Led
ward Kaapana. He will be performing ki ho'alu on 

the Hawaiian slack key guitar. Kaapana is Na Hoku 
Hanohano Award winner and the 2006 Grammy 
award winner for Hawaiian album of the year. He has 
also put out an instructional DVD. 

Honoring Traditions of Africa: Badenyaa 

Tuesday, March 15, 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 

Students are encouraged to go to the 'Ohi'a 
cafeteria to get a glimpse of African heritage 
through Badenyaa, a group of experienced 
musicians and dancers whose goal is to edu
cate the public about African diaspora cul
tural traditions. Those who attend this event 
can expect to hear a variety of music, such 
as meditative trance, religious and secular 
drum and dance pieces. 

Kenny Endo Taiko Ensemble 
Monday, March 14, 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 

Instructor Kenny Endo will bring tradi
tional Japanese drumming techniques, 
world musical rhythms and western jazz 
percussion styles to KCC in taiko drum

ming performance. Endo is also known 
for his contemporary taiko performances 
in both Japan and the U.S. Curious? Come 
to the cafeteria on Monday and experience 
traditional Japanese drumming. 



Must-see events for Wednesday, Thursday 

Las Danzas Colombianas 
Wednesday, March 16,9:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 

Guest dancers Sophia Ordonez and Ivan 
Ordonez will perform a set of meaningful, 
modern and traditional dances that have 
been insprired by the area of Colombia, 
South America. These community mem
bers have reached out to Kapi'olani Com
munity College to particpate in the festival 
to share their country with those attending 
the event. 

International Film Night: Crying out love 
in the center of the world 
Thursday, March 1, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30p.m. 
'Ohi'a Auditorium 
Join friends for the closing night's film that 
was introduced in 2004 with both Japanese 
and English subtitles. The film will take 
viewers back 17 years and shows how pres
ent day events are connected to events in the 
past. The film is based on a novel written by 
Kyoichi Katayama and celebrates you and 
the innocence of a first love and is ultimately 

about finding peace and happiness. 

Capoeira Besouro 
Thursday, March 17 from 

10:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 

The art of Capoeira, the Afro-
Brazilian martial art will 

be demonstrated by guests, 
Mestre Kinha and students. 

Caopeira is accompanied by 
music of the berimbau or 

the strung gourd. It is also 
a fluid and graceful dance 

form. Dancers will perform 

by singing, dancing, clapping 
and encouraging others to 

particpate in the movements. 

Humanity's Tapestry of Cultures 
Wednesday, March 16, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Humanity's Tapestry of Cultures is a 
newly added event to the International 

Festival. International Festival Coordina
tor Carl Hefner said that this event will 
feature exhibits on all things Japanese, 
presented by Freeman Japan scholars 

and students from the Japanese 290 class. 
Students of the International Cafe will be 

making okonomiyaki, a Japanese pan
cake and a favorite among KCC students. 

The National Sport of Burma 

Khanate of the Golden Horde 
Thursday, March 17, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Great Lawn 
Members of the Golden Horde will 
be demonstrating survival skills of 
Mongolian life. This is one of the 
International Festival's more interac
tive events, encouraging students 
to try on the Mongolian garb and 
learn from Mongolians who lived the 
lifestyle of these warriors. The Golden 
Horde strives to preserve the cultural 
heritage of Mongolia. 

Zomba: Latin Fusion Dance 
Thursday, March 17, 2 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
'Ohi'a Cafeteria 
The dance that brings together Latin 
and international music will be demon
strated by guest artist Ciera Obando. The 
dance is also based on salsa, merengue, 
reggaeton, calpyso, hip hop and other 
music. Offered at different places around 
the island, this Latin fusion dance is also 
used as a workout class for those who 

may be interested. 

Wednesday, March 16, 12:15 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Great Lawn 

Students will have the oppurtunity to play the 
national sport of Burma, Chinlone. It is played with 
a cane or rattan ball, the sport over 1500 years old 
and a popular event amongst students. 



8:30- 9:00 HAWAIIAN BLESSING & OPENING CEREMONY ('O'hia) 

9:15- 10:30 HONORING THE ART OF PROSE (Lama Library Alcove) 

10:00- 10:30 HAWAIIAN MUSICAL TRADITIONS: LEDWARD KAA

PANA 

('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

11:00- 11:30 KENNY ENDO TAIKO ENSEMBLE ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

11:45- 12:45 HONORING THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE ('Ohi'a caf

eteria) 

Noon- 12:30 PARTNERS IN TIME ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

12:15- 1:15 HAWAIIAN STEEL GUITAR WITH ALAN AKAKA (Lama 

Char Room) 

12:15- 12:45 INTERNATIONAL PARADE OF CULTURES (Campus wide) 

12:30- 2:00 INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL TEA AND DESSERT eniahi 

106) 

6:30 - 8:30 INTERNATIONAL FILM NIGHT- "THE GATE" ('Ohi'a audi

torium) 

March 15, Tuesday 

9:00 - 9:30 BAILES DE COLOMBIA ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

10:00- 10:45 BADENYAA ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

10:45- noon PAKISTAN & AFGHANISTAN: TRIBAL CONFLICTS 

(Olona 201) 

10:45 - noon HA WAil FAMILY POltTRAITS: SHARING TEARS & TRI _ 

UMPHS (Olona 202) 

11:00- 11:40 HONORING OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE ('Ohi'a cafete

ria) 

Noon - 12:45 MUSIC AND DANCE OF TAHITI ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

1:00-1:30 HONORING THE ART OF SONG ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

1:45-3:00 ANSHU & NO CHOICE BUT TO FOLLOW (Lama Library 

Alcove) 

2:15-4:15 HONORING OUR LANGUAGES ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

5:00-6:30 PEACE CORPS GLOBAL VOLUNTEERING ('Iliahi 123AB) 

6:30 8:30 INTERNATION~L FILM NIGHT- "TURN LEFT, TURN 

RIGHT" ('Ohi'a auditorium) 

March 16, Wednesday 

9:15- 10:30 WE GO EAT ('Ohi'a auditorium) 

9:30 - 10:00 LAS DANZAS COLOMBIANAS ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

11:00- noon PLAY THE JAPAN "SURVIVOR" GAME ('Qhi'a 

cafeteria) 

11:00- 2:00 HUMANITY'S TAPESTRY OF CULTURES 

('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

Noon - 1:00 KOKOROKARA DANSU ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

12:15 - 1:30 THE NATIONAL SPORT OF BURMA ('Ohi'a 

cafeteria) 

12:15- 1:30 CUBA: HONOR, TRADITION AND HISTORY 

(Olapa 205) 

2:00- 4:00 HONORING LITERATURE & CULTURE ('Ohi'a 

auditorium) 

4:45 - 5:45 HERITAGE INS\FRUMENT: MAKING THE UKU-

6:30 - 8:30 INTERNATIONAL FILM NIGHT - "MY DEAR 

DESPE~DO" ('Ohi'a auditorium) 

March 17, Thursday 

9:15- 10:00 CHINESE LION DANCE: YEAR OF THE RABBIT 

('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

10:15- 10:30 CONTEMPORARY KOREAN K-POP DANCE 

('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

10:45 - 11:15 CAPOEIRA BESOURO ('Qhi'a cafeteria) 

11:00- 1:00 KHANATE OF THE GOLDEN HORDE (Great Lawn) 

11:00-2:00 BE-STAFF BEAUTY COLLEGE OF JAPAN ('Ohi'a 

cafeteria) 

Noon - 12:30 FLAMENCO DANCE OF SPAIN ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

12:45- 1:45 MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE . RTISTS OF HAWAI'I 

('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

2:00- 2:45 ZUMBA: LATIN FUSION DANCE ('Ohi'a cafeteria) 

6:30 - 8:30 INTERNATIONAL FILM NIGHT - "Crying Out Love 

in the Center of the World" ('Ohi'a auditorium) 
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Manoa art gallery features 
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By Alika Pfaltzgraff 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The University ofHawai'i Art Gallery's latest exhibit, 

"The Reformer's Brush: Traditional Media in China;' is 

up and running from now until AprilS. 

The exhibit commemorates the 1 OOth anniversary 

of the Xinhai Revolution, which ultimately gave way to 

the inception of the Republic of China. The display fea

tures paintings and calligraphy from the late-19th and 

early 20th-century China, which examine the relation

ship between tradition and modernity. 

The collections come courtesy of Dr. Ernest, Letah 

Lee and Dr. Chin-tang Lo. 

The large scrolls adorning the gallery's walls embody 

China's richly subdued culture, honoring both ances

tors and animals with the utmost reverence. Every bold 

stroke made with the confidence of the ages, enliven

ing heartfelt images of cherry blossoms and lily pads. 

In this room, the confluence of the past and present 

manifests itself, exalting the importance of balance in 

everyday life. 

The exhibits are also being supplemented by various 

Chinese-related events in the month of March. 

Key among them is a Chinese brush painting dem

onstration led by Yao Si Min in the Art Gallery court

yard. Si Min is an artist from the Chengdu Painting 

Academy and venerated member of the Chinese Art-

INFORMATION 

ists' Association in China. 

He's renowned for his effortless fusion of traditional 

and contemporary styles, resulting in naturalistic 

paintings worthy of global acclaim. 

The display has also prompted a six-week long film 

festival that aims to illuminate important information 

"He's renowned for his 
effortless fusion of tra
ditional and contem
porary styl es, resulting 
in naturalistic paint
ings worthy of global 
acclaim." 

about China's storied history and culture around the 

time of the Xinhai Revolution. Each will be accompa

nied by an educational prologue relating to the given 

film. 

University of Hawai1i Art Gallery: The Reformer's Brush: Modernity 
and Traditional Media in China 

Mondays to Fridays 10:30 a.m.- 5 p.m., Sundays 12 p.m.- 5 p.m. 

Free Admission 
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ALIKA PFALTZGRAFF/KAPI'O 

On March 6 in Room 101 of the UHM Art Building, 

the film series launched with a screening of "China In 

Revolution;' which looked at China's tumultuous his

tory, while examining its socio-political and cultural 

upheaval through eyewitness accounts, rare archival 

film footage and insightful commentary. 

That was followed by Bernardo Bertolucci's "The 

Last Emperor;' a film that focused on the history of one 

of the last emperors of China. 

On March 20, the festival will feature Bu Wancang's 

stunning adaptation of Shakespeare's timeless "The 

Two Men of Verona" entitled "A Spray of Plume Blos

soms;' which is set in China's 1920s. 

The galleria features work from artistic Chinese 

luminaries such as Chiang Kai-shek, Mei Lanfang, 

Liang Qichao, Kang Youwei, Guo Moruo and many 

others. Every featured piece exudes the sacrilegious 

touch of these artists, honing their craft in deference to 

rustic ideals with modern implications. 

The elegant ergonomicallayout of the gallery evokes 

a sanguine replication of the conditions these works 

emerged out of. For a present look into the distant pass, 

stop by and sink in. 
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THE VIEW WE TAKE 

Hawai1i internment camp sites topic of discussion for preservation 
It is a little-known fact that after 

the Japanese attack of Pearl Harbor, 

hundreds of Japanese-Americans in 
Hawai'i were gathered and locked 

behind steel bars in internments 
camps strewn across the islands. It is 
an integral piece ofHawai'i's history 

that has been stricken from main

stream textbooks. 
The National Park Service has 

recognized the cultural importance 

of these 13 sites and is holding 

meetings on all six major Hawaiian 

islands in the hopes of ascertaining 

public opinion on what should be 
done to preserve them. The O'ahu 

meeting will be held aptly at the 
Pearl Harbor Visitor's Center on 

March 31 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

It is disconcerting it has taken 
more than 60 years since the 

internment camp gates were shut 

to recognize this form of tyranny of 
the American occupation of Hawai'i 

and the injustices countless ethnic 

peoples have faced in these islands 

of this so-called paradise. It might 
serve better if our keiki were taught 

this point of view in Japanese history 
rather than pitted against it, that not 

all of us were Japanese nationalists. 
A total of 13 sites in Hawai'i 

have been found where people 
were imprisoned, often lacking due 

cause, for varying lengths of time 

between 1941 and 1945. In a report 
the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources submitted to the state 

legislature, the University of Hawai'i 

- working in partnership with 

visiting archaeologist Dr. Jeff Burton 
-identified two out of five intern

ment camps as potentially historical 
landmarks. The structures located 

on the Big Island's Kilauea Mili-

tary Camps - one of the identified 
sites - have since been converted to 

vacation cabins for visiting tourists. 

Monsato Group owns the Honouliuli 

site located in Ewa Beach and has 

said the sites will not be cultivated 

for agriculture and is interested in 

working with the state. 

The DLNR's State Historic 

Preservation Division has approved 

in-concept "$150 per square foot of 

existing building spaces for possible 
renovation work;' according to the 

report. 
The KMC site in total will cost 

$180,000 for one cabin and $250,000 
for two cabins. Due to the size of the 

structures the report recommends 

renovating two cabins. The SHPD 

recommends erecting the memorial 

at the KMC site, while the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai'i recom

mends the Honouliuli site. 

On the continental west coast, 

approximately 110,000 Japanese were 
held captive in what were called War 

Relocation Camps. 
Former U.S. president Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt authorized military 

commanders to intern Japanese people 

through Executive Order 9066 on Feb. 
19, 1942, which designated the entire 

Pacific Coast off limits to anyone 

ofJapanese descent. The Supreme 
Court, in its typically constitutional 

approach, upheld the order, citing 
the racial separatism as an entirely 

autonomous issue. The United States 
Census Bureau provided the neces

sary demographic information for the 
internment initiative. 

The Japanese experience in 
California in the early 20th century 

was wrought with racial prejudice 
and nativism. Many were excluded 

from certain California schools and 

marginalized by legal initiatives like 
the Oriental Exclusion Act in 1924, 

which excluded Japanese immigrants 

from citizenship. 
And yet, it wasn't until1988 that 

President Ronald Reagan signed 

an official apology for the intern

ment of Japanese-Americans and 
apportioned $1.6 billion in repara

tions. This is a monumental step for 

Japanese-Americans in reviving their 

history in Hawai'i; acknowledging 

the embittering racism they encoun-

tered; and recognizing the decades in 

which their language, native foods, 

traditional wear and values were not 

only frowned upon but would lock 
them behind thick stone mortar and 

iron bars. 
To take part in making sure the 

state hears your voice about this 
issue, attend one of the upcoming 

public meetings. 

The view we take is written by the 
editors of the Kapi'o. We welcome 
all responses to this subject. E-mail 
"Letter to the Editor" at kapio@ 
hawaii.edu. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
» March 17: Moloka'i: Mitchell 
Pauole Center, 90 Ainoa St., 
Kaunakakai, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

»March 22: Lana'i: Lana'i 
Elementary & High School, 555 
Fraser Ave. 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., 6-8 
p.m. 

» March 24: Maui: Nisei Vet
erans Center, Kahului Beach 

Road, Kahului, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

» March 29: Kaua'i : Kaua'i 
Veterans Center 3125 Kapule 
Highway #1, Lihue, 3 p.m. to 5 
p.m., 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

»March 31: O'ahu: WWII Valor 
in the Pacific Education Center 
& Lana'i, Pearl Harbor Visitors 
Center, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Taking a break 

RIE MIYOSHI/KAPI'O 

Kaptolani Community College students Bryan Fong (left) and William Ng (right) take a break from studying 
during their free time by playing a game of foosba/1. The foosba/1 table is located in 'Ilia hi, near Office of Stu
dent Activities. The table was brought in last semester, after 'Ilia hi reopened following months of renovation. 

CAMPUSVOICES: What country would you like to travel to and why? 

"Italy, because it's 

a beautiful place. 

Also, that's where 

my family is from. 

Rachel Fielden, 20, 

liberal arts 

"Japan, so that I can 

learn about my own 
culture." 

Evan Nagano, 20, 
marketing 

"Thailand, to fight 

in muay thai (mar

tial arts) competi

tions." 

Mario Hwang, 23, 

psychology 

"New Zealand. It's 

very spacious and 

sparsely populated. 

The landscape is 
very beautiful:' 

Christine Chun, 20, 
undecided 

"South Korea, to eat 

all the good food 
there, like kalbi!" 

Kristy Woodward, 19, 
liberal arts 

"West Bank, near 

Israel. I want to help 

the people there 
who are in need." 

Mitch Massey, 21, 
history 



March Madness mayhem 

AP 

This year's March Madness has a few changes. One new feature includes CBS' decision to expand its coverage of the 
NBA tournament to its sister affiliates. Also, every game will be available to watch on cable, such as on TBS and TNT. 

By Alika Pfaltzgraff 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The NCAA tournament is the 
penultimate event for sports fans the 
world-over. 

The culmination of a season's 
worth of trials and tribulations, 
the competition is broadcasted in a 
three-week span, dovetailing into a 
seemingly perpetual loop of hard
wood action. 

What sets the NCAA tournament 
apart from other sports series is its 
unyielding commitment from every 
single player that touches the ball, 
from start to finish. 

It's much more exhilarating than 
other NCAA competitions, because 
every team has a shot at winning it 
all. 

Basketball isn't restricted by 

clumsy rankings and wayward poll
voters like its football counterparts. 
Each deserving team is in full control 
of its destiny, and as past winners have 
shown, success in the regular season 
doesn't always translate to success in 
the Big Dance. 

This year's tournament, which 
starts Tuesday with four "play-in" 
games and kicks off at full speed on 
Thursday, brings a number of new 
developments to the forefront; chief 

among them is the expansion from 
65 tournament teams to 68, the first 
expansion made since 2001. 

Another new feature this year is 
CBS's decision to expand its coverage' 

of the tournament to its sister affili
ates. 

Up until now, CBS was the only 
channel showing the games, and with 
multiple games running concur
rently, the telecast would frequently 

and crudely cut out in the middle of 
the game, regardless of how close it 
was. 

"It's much more 
exhilarating than 
other NCAA com
petitions, because 
every team has a 
shot at winning it 
all." 

But this year, for the first time 
ever, every game will be available on 
cable. In addition to the standard CBS 
feed, games will be shown on TruTv, 
TBS and TNT, eliminating the need 
to strand yourself at a crowded sports 
bar just to catch all the action. 

Not only are the games constant 
and continuous, but the effort within 
each game is unparalleled. College 
basketball is generally regarded as a 
veritable sportmen's sport. 

Every player, from the starting five 
to the 12th man, plays their heart out 
every single night in hopes of defend
ing their team's honor. 

In the NCAA, there are no super
stars. They operate in that coveted 

middle ground between prideful col
legiate athlete and hopeful NBA star, 
which results in high-octane athleti
cism in the most strenuous competi

tions in all of sports. 
On top of that, colleges with 

highly touted histories regularly suc
cumb to underdog defeats, lending 
themselves to whatever team that's 
worthy of stepping into Cinderella's 
shoes. 

With the games starting just after 
noon Eastern, the people of Hawai'i 
jonesing for their fix will have to wake 
up at 7 a. m. to catch the tipoff. This is 
of little concern to the seasoned tour
nament viewer, however, as the extra 

time spent awake results in a greater 
intake of basketball. 

In the first two days of action, that 
exciting Thursday-Friday opening tilt 
that features 32 games and eliminates 
half the field, you can now watch 15, 
uninterrupted, glorious hours of live 
basketball. 

This year looks to feature many 
tournament regulars, with Duke, 
North Carolina and Kansas being 
currently placed as early-on favorites. 
Of course, part of the beauty of the 
tournament is in its unpredictabil
ity, as last year proved with Butler's 
remarkable run into the national 

championship game. 
To take part in that annual ritual 

and obligatory office pool, you can 
find the tournament bracket at http:/ I 
espn.go.com/mens-college-basket
ball/ tournament/bracket. 

commentary \11 

l<api'o 
TOP 10 

SEAN NAKAMURA/ KAPI'O 

Places I want to go (back) to 
around the world 

By Sean Nakamura 
PHOTO EDITOR 

I've had my share of travels in the United States. But I want to explore the 
rest of the world, just like everybody else (let's let Alaska be an exception). 
Here are the Top 10 places in the world I want to visit in my immediate or 

later future. 

10 Singapore 
• Some think of this place as 

Tokyo or Beijing. Don't let the strict 
laws keep you away. You're bound 
to have a unique Asian experience 
here in this little country. 

9 Vancouver 
• San Francisco in Canada? 

Throw in some more moun

tains and trees, because this 
place is pretty much on the 
same latitude as Alaska. 

8 Sydney 
• I immediately think of 

the Australian Open because 
I'm a tennis player - no not 
really. But hey, that's what sort 
of makes Sydney from a misin
formed perspective, right? Sounds 
interesting. Book that flight! 

J HongKong 
• This place is full of his

tory from various backgrounds 
including Britain and America. 
But it's still a part of China, and 
it's one of the best places to get 
some delicious Chinese southern 
cuisine with a dash of western. 

6. Alaska 
Tall snow-capped moun-

tains and lush green forests as far 
as the eye can see, coupled with 
rivers and streams throughout 
this American state. The air is 
fresh and clean and the weather is 

freezing cold, yet so many forms 
of wildlife make their home there. 

5 Berlin 
• "Guten tag;' Germany, 

favorite world cup soccer team, 

home of the bratwurst, all my 
favorite sausages and the experts 
of the art of beer. Masters of the 
roads and racing at the Niirbur
gring race track. Meat, beer and 
cars. Who could ask for more? 

4 London 
• When it's time, swarm to the 

stadium and the only thing that 
will be heard is the home team's 
name and a war of sneers and foul 
language shouted amongst fans. 
But, of course, I wouldn't be able to 

make the trip up to Old Trafford to 
see Manchester United, so I'll wait 

for an away game here in London. 

3 Beijing 
• There are so many pictures 

of the beautiful China's state capi
tal taken by many fellow photog
raphers who went up to visit. It's 
almost torturous to think about it 
if one hasn't been there yet. 

2 Seoul 
• One of the four tigers of Asia, 

this city has developed into a five
star location for all traveler's alike. 
I have yet to go, but I'm making 
sure I complete my mission of trav
eling there by the end of the year. 

1 Tokyo 
• Tokyo is where it's at. With 

neon signs all around, tall sky
scrapers lining the sky, a mod
ernized transportation system 

and an efficient city block design, 
this place has it all. The food is 
great, the people are nice and 
the atmosphere is captivat
ing. I need to go back to the hub 
of Japan as soon as possible. 
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Kapi'o staffers had the opportunity to go to Hollywood, Calif. to attend a journalism convention. The hotel was just right around the corner from Hollywood's Walk of Fame and the Kodak Theatre. 

Editor reflects on first trip to Mainland 
By Joie Nishimoto 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Often times, people don't recognize the joys of being a 
journalist. At Kapi'o, we've been able to do a lot of things, 

such as covering a variety of stories and talking to a lot of 
people. Just for the magazine alone, staff writers have talked 
to locally renowned alums like Tina Shelton and Chef Alan 
Wong. 

So when our boss, Catherine Toth, said she was sending 
three of our staffers to Hollywood, Calif., for a journalism 
convention, I was pretty much jumping for joy. 

Most of the staff seemed shocked, not only because nearly 
half of the Kapi'o staff was going to experience the glitz 
and glamour of Hollywood with expenses covered, but also 
because its editor-in-chief- yours truly- had not once vis
ited the mainland. 

My family hardly ever travels. If they do, there is school 
that cannot be missed. I've only been Kauai, Maui and the 
Philippines. I haven't been off O'ahu since I was 12. 

Needless to say, the experience of traveling to Los Ange
les and to the U.S. mainland was quite exciting and one to 
remember. 

We had an early morning flight to Los Angeles Interna
tional (LAX) Airport. We departed Hawai'i at 6:45 a.m. and 
arrived around 2 p.m. California time. By then, I was more 
than eager to stand up - sitting for four hours gets pretty 
painful on your rear end - than I was stepping foot onto 
mainland soil. 

Still, that didn't deter me from tweeting about my adven-

tures in Hollywood. 
"It's so cold here .. . and it feels like it's only noon. Wait 

March 2, 2:32 p.m. 
It was extremely cold. Well, maybe not "extremely" cold, 

but it was way too cold for my comfort. The lows were in the 
50s, and the highest it got was still in the low 70s. I'll never 
forget the swift, cold breeze that hit my skin when we walked 
out of LAX. Also, on the first night, it rained while we were 
shopping at The Grove, and a cardigan did nothing but cling 
to my wet and shivering skin. 

"Things I forgot to pack: Day 1: umbrella. Day 2: to-go 
tissues:' 

March 3, 7:31 a.m. 
The air was also quite dry, and that resulted in having two 

nosebleeds during my stay in Hollywood. That itchy feeling 
in your nose right before you sneeze did not once gone away 
during the four-day trip. The smog that enveloped the sky on 
the third day made it uncomfortable to breathe too. 

"On the Metro to The Grove. This bus doesn't have those 
handles on the top.): I'm too short to reach . .. " 

March 2, 5:24 p.m. 
The transportation system was quite unique. Traffic 

seemed never ending, so it didn't come as a surprise to find 
buses and subways constantly crowded. Riding the train was 
heaps of fun, and there was a thrill in rushing in and out of 

the train before the door closed. 
The bus rides were not as enjoyable. They lacked air condi

tioning, so the heat and the smell became a little overwhelming. 

« The bus ride to The Grove mall 
in Los Angeles was overwhelm
ing for Kapi'o Editor-in-Chief Joie 
Nishimoto. The conversational 
locals in California also took 
Nishimoto by surprise. 

Nishimoto sits in on a bench in 
Angel's Knoll Park, which over
looks Downtown L.A. The bench 
provided for a key scene in "(500) 
Days of Summer," which stars 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Zooey 
Deschanel. » 

During the bus ride to The Grove, it was crowded I had to stand. 
Not only was there a lack of handles, but also the railing was too 
high for me to reach. I'm about 5-foot-2, and being unable to 
reach the railing just added to my frustration of being short. 

"BUS! Finally. > __ > there are strange people on the 

street .. :' 
March 5, 9:35 p.m. 
There was an array of personalities in Hollywood. For the 

most part, many of them were nice and friendly. There were 
a few who'd walk by and say "hi;' which made me wonder if 
they were actually nice or if they were a little crazy. In Hawai'i, 

I would always have my guard up when talking to strangers, 
so all the friendliness took me by surprise. 

On the contrary, some people were totally the opposite. 
While waiting for the bus one night to do some last-minute 

shopping, a group of black men were rapping near the bus 
stop. A tourist could assume they were street performers, but 
the longer I waited for the bus, the more it dawned on me 
that they were just there to hit on women. A limo pulled up 
with several women celebrating a bachelorette party and the 
guys were all over them. One man even ran up and hit the 
bus stop sign, which made me nervous as I clutched onto my 
bag tighter. 

Overall, the trip was great. I have no complaints about 
the convention; it opened our eyes to new techniques, tools 
and styles that we haven't thought about before. It was also an 
interesting experience to breathe and live the culture in one 
of the most populated states in the country. 

But there's nothing quite like home sweet home. 
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