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Distance 1 earning embraces cab 
By Remington Taum 
STAFF WRITER 

For more than 20 years, channel 
55, or the higher education channel 
(UHTV), has implemented courses 
from Kapi'olani, Leeward, Honolulu 
and Windward community colleges. 
Designed to be available to students 
in their homes, anywhere and at any
time. 

As part of distance learning, the 
courses are a combination of both 
online and cable TV delivery modes. 

The courses can even be taken 
as a credit with a college, which will 
include the online portion. Those who 
are registered in the class will have 
access to the online information. 

However, the classes are there to 
reach out to the community as well, 
and those who cannot attend the col
leges, according to Joy Shirokane, 
distance learning coordinator. 

Some of the classes being offered 
for fall are Law 111, Art 111, Exercise 
Sports Science (ESS) 100 and Japa
nese 131. 

The times and days the classes air 
depends on the Information Technol
ogy Services Academic Technologies 
(ITS) office's decision. The times are 
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The class information must be generic enough to run at anytime throughout the year. The cable TV courses are diverse 
in offering ART 7 7 7 to LAW 7 7 7 .II t1 student decides to register, they will have access to the assignments online. 

usually set three to four months in 
advance before the start of the semes
ter. 

The same courses may or may not 

continue for spring semester. 
Because the classes are offered on 

basic cable, they are able to reach a 
larger audience and can draw in com-

munity viewers. 
If a viewer is interested in the 

class, department information with a 
phone number is available at the end 

of the program. 
The interactive TV, cable and 

Internet courses are designed to 
combine group and individual activ
ity with some interaction between 
the instructor and students through 
the online portion, according to the 
KCC Web site. 

The offered courses take a full 
semester to develop and at least a 
year to prepare the class. The instruc
tors are contacted and begin creating 
the lessons. The information has to 
be able to run at anytime throughout 
a time period of three years. 

"It's a commitment to produce a 
class on cable;• Shirokane said. 

The cable courses may be in alec
ture format, and some presentations 
are presented in the format of a Pow
erPoint. Because the classes have to be 
general information and prepared to 
run at anytime during the year, there 
can't be any references to holidays, or 
a certain time during the year. 

"It's a good mechanism to show
case what our C11!I'IJ'U'S and instTUc

tors (have) and what kind of classes 
we offer:• said Shirokane. 

CABLE: See page 3 

Tenure a launching 
pad for academia 
By Trevor Latorre 
COPY EDITOR 

Robin Fujikawa, a KCC professor 
of philosophy, has been tenured for 
the past seven years. He is a major 
supporter of tenure and says that it is 
essential to the progress of academia. 

"Tenure is a launching pad for 
genuine academic inquiry," said 
Fujikawa. 

But even Fujikawa sees the poten
tial pitfalls for a system that protects 
academic freedom by keeping admin
istrators from reading over teachers' 
shoulders but also rewards those who 
don't meet set teaching standards. 

Academic tenure is the guarantee 
of a near permanent job for profes
sors and is seen as the foundation 
for academic freedom. Tenure pro
ponents say that it protects academic 
autonomy, while opponents say that 
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it keeps both good teachers and bad 
teachers protected under the same 
umbrella, while simultaneously nega
tively impacting classroom efficacy. 

With KCC enrollment approach
ing 10,000, are students getting less 
for what they pay for? 

The emphasis in college among 
professors at four-year universities 
has shifted to grants and research 
rather than focusing on the act of 
teaching, said Kalani Fujiwara, a KCC 
professor of political science. 

However, careful consideration 
is given to professors who have yet 
to receive tenure. Prior to obtaining 
tenure, teachers are evaluated based 
on student surveys, their contribu
tions to the college, and the demand 
for teachers in a particular depart
ment. Administrators and teachers 
conduct thorough investigations 

After receiving tenure teachers are not required to offer course evaluations for their students using eCAFE at the end of 
the semester. However, students can still contact the department chairs If they have any questions or concerns. 

into a prospective professor's perfor
mance. 

"Essentially, it's a life commit
ment to someone," said Louise Pag
otto, vice chancellor of the Office of 
Academic Affairs. 

Once teachers are tenured, they 
are no longer mandated to hold stu-

2 
Students get ahead and 
work on the sets of mov
ies and TV shows filmed in 
Hawai'i. 

dent surveys at the end of the semes
ter, however students may always 
write the department chair of areas, 
said Pagotto. But this narrows the 
student voice, while some teachers 
are essentially allowed free reign over 
the classroom environment. 

Teachers usually aren't dismissed 

after failing to meet set standards, 
but those who continue to fall short 
do face an array of punishments 
Pagotto said. These may include a 
verbal warning, a formal letter doc
umented within a professor's port-

TENURE: See page 3 
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A new app recently intro
duced for Facebook users 
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Green efforts 
continue at KCC 
By.Remington Taum 
STAFF WRITER 

vation or any type of utility conserva
tion. 

The companies have already 
begun gearing up for the project and 
hope to start later this year or early 
next year. 

The lead company, Johnson Con
trols Inc. {JCI), is a global leader in 
sustainability and works with more 
than 150 countries, according to the 
JCI Web site. 

One of the first steps in help
ing reduce utility costs for the com
munity colleges is to improve the 
air conditioning systems. This is the 
biggest consumer of energy, taking 
up at least 60 percent of the electric 
bill. The goal is to try and reduce that 
percentage by at least 10 percent to 
20 percent. This gives the potential to 
save up to $30,000 a month at KCC. 
To begin remodeling the system, the 
entire mechanical system would be 
switched out, and replaced with more 
energy -efficient chillers. 

"Lighting is a great opportunity 
because it's the next energy hog;' said 
Dante Aragon, president of Energy 
Management Consulting and Con
struction, LLC. 

The contract for the project, Uni
versity of Hawai'i Community Col
leges Energy Savings Performance, is 
currently being created to implement 
energy efficiency by bringing in tech
nology, engineering and design to 
help improve and reduce the colleges' 
energy, water and utility consump
tion costs. 

KYLE DURIGAN/KAPI'O 

By implementing the use of a photovoltaic system, it will help with creating a sustainable campus because the energy is 
renewable and clean. The energy won't emit carbon dioxide or nitrous oxide given oH from oil and coal power plants. 

KCC, along with community col
leges on both O'ahu and Maui, are 
working hard to make their campuses 
green or more energy-efficient. Local 
companies like EMCC have been 
working with four other companies 
to discuss how to create greener cam
puses. The idea is to provide green 
technology, energy and water conser-

Aragon shared that the com
munity colleges are unique and the 
involvement of each college means 
they will get a design tailored to fit 
the school. 

The companies have been working 
on this project for about nine months 
since UHCC sent out the request for 
proposal. The contract is for 20 years, 
but the implementation of the project 

can be finished in two years. 
Aragon's company is looking to 

produce a more sustainable way to 
provide lighting, and save around 25 
percent of that energy. Like daylight 
savings, if there is a section of the 
building that is lit or even outdoors, 
the lights will automatically turn 
off after detecting sunlight. There is 
also the idea of an occupancy sensor, 
when nobody is in the room, or it's 
not frequently used, the lights will 

Hawai'i a hot spot for film, TV 
By Alika Pfaltzgraff 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The paradigm has shifted. It's no 
longer mandatory for kids to fly to 
L.A. to fulfill their lifelong pursuit of 
fame. With major productions like 
Disney's "Pirates of the Caribbean" 
and "Hawai'i 5-0" setting up shop in 
O'ahu, opportunities are plentiful for 
local kids trying to get into the indus
try. 

The recent influx of films being 
produced in the islands can be attrib
uted to a few factors. The success of 
"Lost" undoubtedly played a key role, 
showing off Hawai'i's versatility and 
accommodating environment. The 
show utilized the island to its fullest 
extent, replicating exotic locations to 
aT. 

These types of productions tend 
to generate a substantial amount of 
income for the economy. According 
to state records, between 2004 and 
2010, "Lost" spent about $400 mil
lion in Hawai'i. 

The Academy For Creative Media 
program at the University of Hawai'i 
at Manoa often provides students with 
the opportunity to intern on various 
local projects. Last semester, ACM 
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UH-Mcinoa ACM (Academy of Creative Media) student, Evan Loney, far right, 
enjoys his 7 0 frames of fame during his internship on the set of 11Lost." 

professor Joel Moffett worked closely 
with the "Lost" production crew to 
organize student internships. These 
internships gave students the chance 
to cut their teeth on big budget pro
ductions. 

Evan Loney, a senior in the ACM 
program, received one of those 
internships, which afforded him the 
opportunity to work with the ward
robe department, where he helped fit 
actors ~n tattered garnets. 

"More than anything, these people 

are down to earth, amicable and inter
esting," he said. "They work hard and 
play hard, and the shoots are never as 
serious as they seem to be. Everyone 
just wants to do the best they can, and 
it's a very supportive environment." 

He even managed to procure a 
spot as an extra in one episode. 

Other ongoing productions 
include ABC's brand new medical 
drama "Off The Map;' which uses 
the North Shore as a substitute for 
the Amazon jungle. Peter Berg's $200 

shut off. 
Not only will the project include 

providing more energy efficient 
equipment, but it will also look 
at implementing more renewable 
energy, like wind turbines and pho
tovoltaic. A photovoltaic is a system 
that converts light into electricity and 
does not emit greenhouse gasses. 

Aside from helping out with the 
mechanical and technological aspects 
of the campuses, the project will help 

KCC with the recycling program and 
will include an education program. 

With the help of JCI, the educa
tion program will be able to teach 
students green technologies, sustain
ability, renewable energy and how 
to improve properties' energy effi
ciency. 

"Students can learn how to per
form energy audits, perform pre- and 
post-energy measurements and com
missioning," Aragon said. 

AP 

Depp reassumes his role as Jack Sparrow on the set of Disney's "Pirates Of The 
Caribbean: On Stranger Tides" in Kaneohe, Hawai'i, Thursday, Aug. 7 5, 20 7 0. 

million "Battleship" has also begun 
shooting at Barbers Point. While the 
content and artistic integrity of a film 
based off of a board game is question
able, the revenue it will generate for 
the state is irrefutable. 

Jeremy Johnson, a student in the 
ACM, worked closely with the Pirates 
production office, fulfilling misc.ella
neous tasks both inside and outside 
the building. 

"It's been very fun, but very 
demanding at times;• -said Johnson, 

who observed a lot of on-set work, 
which was very insightful. "It's great 
to these cameramen who do this as a 
profession, and to see them as enthu
siastic as I am about their equipment. 
It's inspired me to actively pursue a 
career in film." 

Part of what makes Hawai'i so 
ideal, is that the state offers a lucrative 
tax credit to TV shows and movies 
alike. In 20 10, the film and television 
industry is expected to spend around 
$260 million in Hawai'i. 
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New Facebook app a priv~cy c~oncern 
By Joie Nishimoto 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

On Wednesday, Aug. 18, Face
book launched its newest location 
feature, called Facebook Places. The 
new feature, which allows a user on 
any smart phone to "check in" at their 
current location, has already sparked 
concern among ~any Facebook 
users. 

According to Facebook.com, this 
geolocation component shows the 
name of the place you're currently at 
in real time. 
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The application joins other social 
networking Web sites to feature current 
locations; Web sites like Foursquare 
can show users around the world 
where you are and what you are doing. 
In addition, Twitter launched its own 
location feature in May, which provides 
users the option to include their where
abouts alongside their tweet. 

Staying safe on the Internet is 
an important thing to consider and 
there are many types of strategies for 
keeping your identity protected. 

KYLE DURIGAN/KAPI'O 

With Facebook's new geolocation component called Facebook Places, users can check into a place and post it onto their 
status updates. This app also allows you to tag friends who are there with you, as well as see who else is in the area. 

Arthur Kido, 18, recently got rid 
of his Facebook account and made 
a new one. He said he was aware of 
the new Places application and finds 
it useless. 

"I think it's dumb:' Kido said. 
"You can just write it (your location) 
down (on your status update):' 

Shari Tamashiro, IT Special
ist and Cybrarian at the Center for 
Excellence in Learning, Teaching 
and Technology ( CELTT), said in 
an e-mail that the Privacy Rights 

Clearinghouse gives tips to Internet 
safety. The Web site gives an overview 
of what kinds of online activity can 
reveal personal information, such as 
saving information on Web browsers 
and search engines. 

Mary Hattori, coordinator of 
CELTT, said that some courses on 
campus do briefly cover Internet pri
vacy concerns. 

"Courses in various disciplines 
that involve the Internet or current 
events may include readings, discus
sions, reflection, or other activities 
on these and other related issues," she 

Regents Candidate Advisory Council 

Calling for Nominations for the 
University of Hawai'i Board of Regents 

Four (4) seats available: Two (2) City and County 
of Honolulu and one {1) County of Hawai'i {West 
Hawai'i) for a term to begin July 1, 2011, and one 
(1) Maui County for a term effective immediately 
upon appointment and confirmation. Candidates 
must reside in the geographic area that they 
represent. 

The Regents Candidate Advisory c;ouncil, created 
by Act 56 of the 2007 Session Laws of Hawai'i, 
qualifies, screens and presents to the governor, 
pools of qualified candidates from which the 
Board of Regents shall be nominated. 

For more information, visit the RCAC website at: , 

www.hawaii.edu or call (808)692-1218. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: November 1, 2010 

Regents Candidate Advisory Council Chair, Roy Y. Takeyama 

said. "For example, when we teach 
Education courses on computers 
in the classroom, issues of privacy, 
Internet safety and acceptable use 
policies are part of the course:' 

Hattori said that while many KCC 
students are a part of some social 
networking Web site, they should 
use common sense when displaying 
information online. 

Also via e-mail, Hattori men
tioned some tips to protect your
self on Facebook: sending personal 
messages rather than public wall 
posts, adding people only you know 

Cable: 
Continued from page 1 

Each campus is responsible to 
fill up their hour of time, and some
times upcoming and cultural events 
are promoted on the channel as well. 

Community information pro
grams are offered and included as 
non-credit. Unlike the classes, which 

Tenure: 
Continued from page 1 

folio, or - and only in severe 
cases - dismissal. Releasing a pro
fessor for minor infractions or for 
occasionally performing unsatisfac
torily, without due process, is not 
the way things are done; we're all 
human, said Pagotto. 

Eliminating tenure might seem 
like a deceivingly simple, black-and
white solution to this controversy 
but the situation is far more com
plex. 

"Colleges have been and are 
think tanks:· said Fujiwara. '1\nd to 
promote this, there needs to be some 
sort of protection for professors who 
teach controversial topics or who 
may not see eye-to-eye with other 
professors." 

Fujiwara referenced an issue 
from 19~7 concerning a Univer
sity of Hawaii at Manoa instructor. 

as friends, being aware of your Web 
presence, stay nice. 

Daira Gonzalez, 20, does not have 
a Facebook account, but finds that 
Places is "too much:' 

"I don't think a lot of people are 
going to like that:' said Gonzalez. 
"It'll cause a lot of problems and bad 
situations, I think. What about the 
people like pedophiles?" 

Hattori said that although Face
book offers several privacy settings, 
students should be aware of their cur
rent settings on the Web site. 

"Every user needs to be educated 

run for an hour, the informational 
programs run for 30 minutes. 

Kupuna Connections provides 
information about caregiving for 
the elderly, and SHIG Happens, with 
chef Chef Henry Holthaus, focuses 
on food safety. 

The funding continues to come 
from 'Olelo, which comes from Oce
anic Time Warner Cable. It is split 
between the community colleges 

Dr. Oliver Lee was a political sci
ence teacher and faculty advisor 
for the Student Partisan Alliance, a 
revisionist anti-war group. He was 

11 
••• There needs to 

be some sort of 
protection for pro
fessors who teach 
controversia1 topics 

or who may not 

see eye-to-eye with 

other professors." 
- Kalani Fujiwara, political sci
ence professor 

a major opponent of . the Vietnam 
War, organizing peaceful marches to 
Pear~ ~arbor !O protest the war. 

about privacy settings," said Hattori. 
"Do not rely on default settings. Take 
the time to understand the implica
tions and how secure you want your 
information to be. For example: In 
FB, do you want to allow friends of 
friends or only your friends to see 
your posts and content?" 

Gonzalez said that if she were to 
make an account, she would only 
show her first name and a display 
picture without her face. 

Hattori also suggested that stu
dents read the terms of service when 
they decide to make an account for 
sites like Facebook. 

"For example, FB's terms of service 
caused an uproar when it seemed to 
be saying that even if you dosed your 
account, rights to the original con
tent you uploaded would not expire:· 
said Hattori. 

Social networking is a powerful 
tool, said Hattori, but students should 
be careful with what they post. 

"They (social networking) help 
us maintain important professional, 
familial, social, cultural, and personal 
connections:· Hattori said. "Pause 
before you post, consider your audi
ence, and make wise choices ... Ask 
yourself if the message you want to 
send should be publicly viewable on 
your friend's wall, or if it's better to 
send a private message." 

As technology continues to ~volve, 
it becomes easier to access personal 
information. 

"If you value your privacy, protect 
it:' she said. 

and is specifically provided for the 
production of cable credit classes. 

"If they can't come here, we can 
literally come into your own home;' 
Shirokane said. 

For a full list of courses offered 
at all participating colleges: 

http://www .hawaii.edu/dl/ 
courses/ 

nearly lost his tenure because of an 
article that the SPA submitted to the 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin. The article 
called for radical infiltration mea
sures, such as specifically targeting 
officers in combat, to end the war in 
Vietnam. 

Lee was later reinstated but not 
without costing the university a valu
able faculty member, UH President 
Thomas H. Harrison, who resigned 
because he- didn't agree with Lee's 
reinstatement. 

For those that are new to what 
tenure entails, the Dr. Lee case 
should provide a good idea of how 
coveted tenure is, for not only aca
demic freedom and job-stability, but 
also for bureaucracy. 

Both opponents and proponents 
recognize the impact tenure has had 
on academic freedom and agree that 
before a decision can be made on the 
outcome of tenure, a more in-depth 
look needs to be taken. 

.,...,.. ____ ···· 
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Beating that gosh darn traffic jam~ ~ 
.. . By How-To Heidi 

STAFF WRITER 

We are commuters. We wake up early just to get fat in traffic, spending the first moments of our day rolling along 
the asphalt. Our feet rest upon the brakes and tap lightly at the gas, our heads lulled back in exasperated defeat. The 
occasional obnoxious car will pull up next to yours and shove its music through your window, a ruckus blasting and 
bass rumbling. 

If there were vaccinations for the traffic plague, then surely we'd all be immunized (and someone would make a 
fortune). Though there are no such quick fixes for vehicle congestion, there are still a few alternative solutions to beat
ing the morning traffic. 

How-To Heidi is a weekly column 
that delivers insight and instruction 
on a variety of material. 

1. Carpool. 
By carpooling, you and your passengers are rewarded 
the right to drive in the coveted diamond lanes that are 
located around the island. For town-bound commuters, 
diamond lanes can be found on the H-1, Moanalua 
Freeway, Nimitz Highway and on Kalaniana'ole 
Highway. These lanes are reserved for motorcy
clists and carpoolers, so it's less congested than 
the other lanes. Despite these restrictions, 
the driving pace speeds up only slightly,~---..-

merely allowing you to catch up with 
traffic faster than usual. 

2. Be the early bird 
Leave your house before 5:30 a.m. 
and sleep in your car until class 
starts. The ordeal of setting your alarm 
before 5 a.m. sounds traumatizing, and 
I sympathize, but hitting the highway 
before traffic does is an extreme endeavor. 
Get dressed, remember to brush your teeth 
and bask in the darkness of a highway pre
sunrise. You'll arrive on campus in a quarter 
of the time and your arrival will be welcomed 
by a parking lot full of empty spaces. Pick 
one, throw up the sunshade, fluff the pillow you 
remembered to bring and sleep until that obnox-

ious car with bad music rolls up next to you. 

.a~• REVIEW: 

~~Uvc!JOO 
By Trevor Latorre 
COPY EDITOR 

for aloe-infused Kleenex, keep heading to 
your right, Monsieur Sparks shouldn't be 

Howard Norman's novel "What is Left too far down. 
the Daughter" is truly a letter of astro- Set in WWII Nova Scotia, Norman's 
nomical proportions. Honestly, who novel kicks off with a belly flop so grand 
writes a 200 some-odd page letter? For it showers an entire community. Both of 
that matter, who reads a letter that long? Wyatt's parents jump off a bridge within 
Norman's novel is staged in pre-Microsoft an hour of each other, because of their 
Word 1967, so I'm guessing there were a equally tumultuous affair with the young 
lot of erasers involved in this. one-time-actress across the street. Some-

Nevertheless, Norman does a splen- how Norman is able to shine light over 
did job in authoring his tragic novel. such a horrible accident. 
Narrator and protagonist Wyatt Hillyer From the reporting Police Officer who 
writes a letter to his 21 -year-old daugh- relayed to Wyatt his father's last words, 
ter, who he hasn't seen in 19 years, in "I've had this private joke ... What I want 
hopes of bridging the gap disappearing on my gravestone is: I just knew this would 
acts tend to create. Despite looking for a happen; his father said and jeered. 
little reunion, Wyatt really just wants to After his meager inheritance and in 
share with his daughter their family his- need of a trade, Wyatt moves in with his 
tory - most of which took place before Aunt and Uncle in Middle Economy. Tilda 
she was even born. If you're looking for who is on paper Wyatt's cousin, becomes 
some tear-jerking love story that'll have his most time consuming obsession. 
you scouring the nearest-Walmart...shelve ·-r fell m lcnre With ·her. Completely 

3~ EnroU in a later class 
Though traffic never seems to be over, it does 
tend to lighten up at various moments through
out the day. By 8:30 a.m. the pace is nearly 
bearable, as most of the students and office 
workers have reached their destinations. While 
you may enjoy waking up later and hitting a 
wild 15 MPH on the freeway, the other kids are 
snagging the last empty stalls and buying all 

the rest of the good scones. If a 10-minute 
walk to campus and multi-grain biscuit 

are more your style, then consider a 
9:30a.m. class. 

0 4. 
Live closer to your 

destination 

This answer seems nearly too obvious to be 
palpable, but the possibility is tangible and, 
therefore, mind-blowing. If we can eliminate 
the need to be on the road at all, then we've 
just contributed to the solution. "Oh but my 
darling Heidi, this seems too good to be true. 
What is the catch?" You ask. And all I say is 
that The Catch, my dear inquirers, is really 

gone, smitten, whatever other words you 
might find in the dictionary. She was too 
much beauty, and I had to turn away:• 
Wyatt said. 

Not to worry, Tilda had her head 
screwed on straight - or at least as turned 
away as Wyatt's - and wasn't in the least 
interested in him. Preferring instead, the 
older, dashing German student, Hans 
Mohring. 

After Wyatt's stay in Middle Economy, 
he moves back to his parents' home, 
which seems like a lifetime ago. He meets 
the woman who was responsible for this 
entire tragedy and she's rather uneventful. 
Reading line by line, expecting - more 
so hoping for - some scandalous affair 
between a now older Wyatt and a beauti
fully aged one-time actress/switchboard 
operator, Norman never delivers. Maybe 
that's the tragedy of it all: nobody gets 
any. 

just a snag. Housing costs are a bit steeper in 
Honolulu, but it balances out once you include 

monthly payments of gas, insurance and wasted 
time in the H-2 parking lot. Buy a bike, cycle like a 

hipster and arrive with a glistening sheen of hard
earned sweat dripping off your brow. Catch it with 
your tongue for bonus points. 

If you have any How-To suggestions that youCllike Heidi 
to explore, please e-mail her at HowToHeidi@gmail.com . 
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THE VIEW WE TAKE 

Hawai'i races 'to the top to help schools Ready, set, go 
For the next four years, Hawai'i 

will have $75 million at its disposal 
to drastically improve our public 
education systems. Unfortunately, 
the vague agendas created by school 
officials to utilize the money will not 
help mend the frayed reputation of 
the state's school system. If officials 
don't develop a better, more specific 
plan to get our schools out of the 
bottom rankings, we'll exhibit how 

to effectively waste millions. 
It was announced Aug. 24 that 

Hawaii was a recipient of the $75 mil
lion Race to the Top federal grant. 

Although the proposed uses (see 
sidebar) of the grant money are solid 
efforts to advance our low-perform
ing schools, it's unclear what the 
plan of action is. In a national rating, 
Hawai'i rates 49 in reading, 46 in 
math, and 4 7 in writing. Scraping 
the bottom of the barrel in ratings 
isnt news to the Department of Edu
cations or the Hawai'i State Teach
ers Association; therefore a precise 
blueprint to radically improve better 
the system should already exist. 

In addition to countering those 
major set backs, Hawaii has to now 
recover from its forced furlough days 
during the 2009-2010 school year. 
The furloughs cut 17 instructional 
days, leaving 163 classroom days, 
the shortest school calendar in the 
nation. 

Since Nanakuli and Wai'anae 

high schools are consistently the 
states lowest achieving schools, 
they've already gotten a head start 
with utilizing the grant. The money 
will allow for all students to be 
equipped with a laptop. 

However, officials have failed to 

divulge how supplying computers 
to all the kids will increase student 

learning. 
Providing personal computers for 

all the kids will not improve student 
success rates. 

The focus should be on figuring 
out where the disconnect between 

MONEY PLANS: 
Here is how the state proposes to 
spend its requested $75 million 
in federal Race to the Top grant 
money through 2014: 

$33.2M Effective teaching and 
leading 

$18.7M Targeted support to 
struggling schools and teachers 

$9.3M High-quality standards and 
assessments 

$7.2M Data collection and infor
mation reporting 

$6.SM Alignment and perfor
mance monitoring of organiza
tional functions 

Source· State Dept1rtment of 
Education 

students and teachers is, not empha
sizing the latest technologies. 

Also, the biggest chunk - $33.2 
million - "will go to improving 
teacher and principal effectiveness 
through more training opportuni
ties, bonuses for highly effective 
teachers and other initiatives:' stated 
in an article from The Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser. While the latter 
statement of the proposal is clear, 
the former isnt so. The same issue 
persists: How do we improve teacher 
or principal effectiveness if we can't 
pinpoint where the disconnect lies? 
Is it with the students, teachers or 
the entire system? 

Hawai'i is undoubtedly worthy 
of this grant. Local officials proved 
to the U.S. Department of Education 
in June how desperate they were to 
fix the school systems. Hawai'i was 
selected as one of the 19 finalists, out 
of 35 states, vying for $3.4 billion 

in federal Race to the Top grants. 
Hawai'i endured two rounds of 
selection. 

Here we are, two months later, 
with $75 mi Ilion, and all the state 
can think of are these grandiose and 
ambitious ideas that dont necessarily 
assist students. 

Members of the DOE and HSTA 
should direct all their attention on 
developing stronger curriculums. It 
would serve them well to take notes 
from Diane Ravitch, New York Uni
versity research professor. 

In excerpt from Ravitch's book, 
"The Death and Life of the Great 
American School System: How 
Testing and Choice are Under
mining Education:' provided by 
the Honolulu Star-Advertiser, she 
states, "Look at the high perform
ing nations of the world and you'll 
see that they're not doing what we're 
doing. Finland, Japan, Korea ... 

they're obsessed with good teach
ing. They're obsessed with preparing 
the best possible teaching corps and 
making sure that the people who go 
into teaching are well educated, and 
giving them support and mentoring 
and making sure that they get better 
every year." 

We've already begun to use the 
money to provide quick fixes to a 
larger issue. Ranking in the high 40s 
out of 50 is a sure-fire sign that the 
state should contemplate altering its 
entire system. 

Providing all students with 
laptops or holding teacher-principal 
effectiveness workshops will not 
remedy our poor school systems. A 
complete revamp of curriculum and 
establishing the root of the problems 
that the system suffers from is essen
tial to improvement. 

If Hawai'i officials remain 
shortsighted, our schools are going 
to continue to flounder about at the 
bottom. If that's the case, the $75 
million should have been awarded 
to another state more serious about 

creating an education program that 
works. 

The view we take is written by the 
editors of the Kapi'o. We welcome 
all responses to this subject. E-mail 
"'Letter to the Editor" at kapio@ 
hawaii.edu. 

SEAN NAKAMURNKAPI'O 

Top: Students of 
Jill Wakabayashi's 
Health 201 class 
participate in a 
wheelchair race 
around KCC's Great 
Lawn on Wednes
day, Sept. 1. The 
students are a part 
of the physical ther
apist assistant pro
gram, which occurs 
every fall. 
Left: Matt Lovell, 
27, poses in his 
wheelchair after 
winning the race. 

Renovations continue 

SEAN NAKAMURNKAPI'O 

The Manene and Manolo buildings have been undergoing renovation 
since July 19. The new Mdlama Center will feature artwork by Kawika 
Napoleon. The buildings are expected to be completed by Oct. 1 J. 

CAMPUSVOICES: What's one bad habit you wish you could break? 

"Not doing my home
work until I have to 
do it ... so I can be 
done with it and so I 
can go cruise." 

David Randalt 24, art 

"Always being on 

my phone, I'm 
always connected to 
everyone." 

Napua CameUo, 18, 

liberal arts 

"Cigarettes. It's just 

not good for your 
health." 

Annalisa Ordonio, 21, 

health administration 

"Probably organi

zation, so I can be 
more efficient with 
my time." 

Gavin Tom, 21. 
paralegal 

"'Procrastination, 
I wouldn't have to 
cram." 

Jason Irei, 21, nursing 

"Waking up late ... 

(I want to) get to 
school on time." 

Kimberly-Anne Ferrer, 
18, liberal arts 
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AP 

Apple CEO Steve Jobs introduces the new Apple iPod Shuffle, left, Nano and iPod Touch, right, during a media event. 

Same old updates, brand new 
features and gimmicks 
By Sean Nakamura 
PHOTO EDITOR 

Anybody see the Apple Fall 2010 
Music event last Wednesday? Apple 
announced a whole series of new 
products and updates that will join 
their iPod lineup. 

Starting off with a new genera
tion of devices: the iPod Touch, iPod 
Nano, iPod Shuflle and the Apple TV. 
As well as new software updates: iOS 
4.1 and iTunes 10. 

AT&T and non-AT&T users, who 
can't get their hands on an iPhone 4, 
rejoice! 

The newest generation of iPod 
Touch's offers not only the same gor

geous eye-candilicious Retina Dis
play and the hot speedy A4 processor 
just like the iPhone 4 but shows off its 
newest weapon, dual cameras - one 
for snapping 720p resolution pictures 
and HD videos, and the other for 
self-portraits and the best yet, Face
Timeing! 

There are three different capacity 
models: 8, 16, and 32GB, which are 
$229, $299, and $399 respectively. 

The newest iPod Nano takes the 
word "nano'' even closer. The music 
player is now smaller than ever and 
sports a touch screen to navigate 
through the menu and features. 

The shape and size of the Nano 
is nearly identical to that of the iPod 
Shuffles, it even has a built-in clip 
- like the Shuffle - so that it can be 
attached anywhere one pleases. 

Grab these new little nano-gadgets 
for $149 for the 8GB, and $179 for the 
16GB. Honestly just go for the 16GB, 
seeing as it is only a $30 difference for 
eight more gigabytes oflove. 

The Shuffle probably has the least 
fanfare but is still appreciated by its 

community of fans and lovers. 
The Shuffle reverts back to its sec

ond-generation design with a slightly 
smaller size. There is only a 2GB 
capacity model, which is up for $49. 

Diehard Apple TV fans drop the 
pitchforks and relinquish the hate . 
mail. Apple has finally answered 
those pleas and cries. 

1he new generation device will be 

Steve Jobs displays the long awaited Apple TV device at the music event. 

available in black for $99. However, it 
won't have a hard drive to store con
tent. 

Now before those knives and 
pitchforks start to be sharpened, 
maybe these new additions will 
douse those flames: the device now 
has wireless N support; content will 
actually be streamed wirelessly from 
a computer; and Netflix streaming is 
also supported. 

Not to mention, the device has 
been shrunken down enough to fit in 
the human hand. 

Now for iPhone and iPad users, 
some demands have been answered, 
while others brushed aside. 

Apple claims to have fixed those 
proximity sensor and Bluetooth 
issues with the new iOS 4 update. 

It also will be handing iPhone 
users the power to take HDR (High 
Dynamic Range) photos, which 
should be a plus for all those HDR
photo enthusiasts. 

iTunes 10, gosh, its been nine 
years since Apple first launched the 
software for their music players. 
Guess that's about one major update 
per year. 

Not bad. 
The application is basically the 

same except Apple added a new fea
ture called, Ping. Ping is a social net
work for music listeners. 

IW 

iTunes 10 gets a brand new icon. 

Quite similar to the website, last. 
fm. You'll be able to · make groups, 
friends, and comments. 

Excited? Baflled? Perhaps you 
have already pre-ordered one? Your 
devices will ship by this Wednesday, 
September 9. 

Don't forget to camp out in front 
of your friendly neighborhood Apple 

store! 
Well, not really. 
If you forgot about the "Buy a 

Mac for College" event, the last day to 
take advantage of this opportunity is 
Monday, September 7! 

If you miss the event deadline, no 
worries, a new lineup of MacBooks is 
due for a refresh, hopefully before the 
end of this year. 

l<cipi'o 
TOP 10 
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Avoid these .mistakes 
By Mahoro Kusunoki 
SOCIAL MEDIA SPECIALIST 

There are a multitude of mistakes you can make throughout the day. But, I've 
narrowed it down to the Top 10 frequent and annoying mistakes that many 
of us have made. Nobody's perfect after all. So, let's take a closer look and be 
careful to not make the same mistakes like me. 

1 o Forgetting where your car 
• is parked 

Don't fret, it wasn't stolen or towed 
Chances are you just can't remem
ber where you parked your car 
because of the chaotic morning you 
endured 

9 Leaving the paper or essay at 
• home/ forget to submit 

All your late night writing goes to 
waste if you don't turn the paper in. 
What makes it worse: you won't be 
able to give your instructor a reason 
that doesn't sound like an excuse as 
to why you don't have it. He (or she) 

is going to assume you didn't do it. 

No straw for your drink in 
the drive through 

This is not a mistake on your part 
but one on the staff's. When you 
order through a drive-through, you 
don't have the time to check the bag 
to make sure everything is there. 
Yes, it's just a straw, but the straw is 
the means of moving the liquid from 
cup to mouth. It is quite the shocker 
when it's not there. 

Drink something else by mis

take 
When my brother was five years 
old, he drank an entire container of 
sake thinking it was water. After one 
shot, he proceeded directly to bed. 
You may have made the same mis
take, for example, drinking Coke 
thinking that it was coffee. 

6 Inadvertently learning 
• spoiler 

a 

Ever knew the climax or ending 
of a movie, TV show or anime 

you haven't seen yet? That's a hor
rible error that sometimes can't be 
avoided I knew who the hidden bad 
guy was on the first season of "24" 
because my friend told me. I already 
knew when key characters were 
going to die before reading the latest 
comic of "One Piece'' because of the 
spoiler on the Facebook fan page. 

5 Emailingltexting the wrong 
• person 

So let's say you have something you 
have to tell Lisa about John, but you 
ended up sending the infromation 
to John by accident Whether it's 
"You know Lisa, I think I like John!" 
or "Lisa, I am not in a good mood 
because of my immature coworker 
John;' you're definitely in trouble. 

4 Oversleeping 
• Due to an excessive dream

ing while sleeping, I tend to always 
oversleep. This leaves me running 
late most days. A few minutes late 
because I was enjoying my dream is 
OKbyme. 

Leaving cell phone at home 
You can probably make it one 

day without your cell phone unless 
you have some prior engagement 
However, without your phone, 
you're temporarily stranded in a 
dead zone. It's these situations that 
make you realize how much you rely 
on your phone, smart or not. 

Leaving your bus pass at 
home 

For people who don't drive, like me, 
The Bus is the only readily available 
mode of transportation. We depend 
on the bus to arrive on time - which 
it rarely ever does - to get from 
point A to point B. You never want 
to experience waiting 30 minutes for 
the bus and then realizing you left 
your bus pass at home. It's a miser
able feeling. 

1 Not saving the file and losing it 
• This is one of the most 

common mistakes. It's also a univer
sal computer issue that all users may 
encounter. 

Next week we will share our Top 10 
instruments we wish we could play. 
If you have a suggestion for a future 
Top 10 list, e-mail us at kapio@ 
hawaii.edu 
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