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KapCC signs agreement with Pacific U. 
Chancellor Richards 
bridges the gap between 
Pacific Univeristy and 
KapCC 
By Bryce Delmar 
STAFF WRITER 

Jan. 22 marked the day that 

Chancellor Leon Richards signed 

into effect a matriculation agreement 

with Pacific University. This bridge 

will allow KapCC students in good 

academic standing to seamlessly 

matriculate into our new sister 

university upon graduating with 

their associate's degree. 

The agreement ensures 

guaranteed acceptance based 

on coursework completed, and 

eliminates the need for the 

traditional application procedure. 

According to the administrators 

in attendance at the signing, this 

agreement should save time, money, 

and alleviate much-of the-Stress

associated with the transfer process, 

allowing students to carry over the 

momentum and fluidity of their 

previous semester and truly hit 

the ground running upon entering 

Pacific. 
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Dr. Leon Richards, Kapi'olani Community College, and Dr. Lesley Hollick , Pacific University, sign the matriculation 
agreement, joining the two campuses together, making transfer a breeze. 

With one-fifth of the student 

body at Pacific made up of Hawai'i 

residents you'd be hard pressed to 

find someone within our academic 

circle that hasn't heard their name 

somewhere or another. Lesley 

--Ballick p±:@side1±t oft-his liberal arts 

university a half hour from Portland, 

envisions the ties between them 

and our archipelago growing even 

stronger in the years to come. 

At a glance, several things 

really stick out about Pacific. The 

first being their huge selection 

of undergraduate majors. From 

business to biology, dance to 

graduate and doctoral programs, all 

with the same small class sizes we 

have here at KapCC. 

computer science, this liberal arts Second, the landscape of the 

college caters to the curious and Pacific Northwest offers many 

inspired. Also boasting a range of opportunities for the hiking, biking, 

degrees from bache-lor to do<Ot-e:Fate-, --and plenty more of those e-utdeeJcsy -

Pacific grants their students an 

advantage in that one can set their 

sites, not just a couple steps down 

the road with their undergraduate 

pursuits, but navigate a path leaning 

towards an academic future with 

things people in Hawai'i tend 

to gravitate to. Surf on waves or 

snow. Hike to the top of cascading 

waterfalls, or try cross-country 

skiing with the Outback Club on 

campus. 

Finally, there are ample 

undergraduate research 

opportunities, which provide a 

chance for professors and students 

to work together on real world 

issues. Students partner with a 

faculty member of their discipline, 

and proceed with projects ranging 

anywhere from stress signals in the 

brain, to the impacts of hydropower 

on the nearby Columbia River. 

Summer grants and working 

stipends are also available for 

students interested in furthering 

their research. Additionally, Pacific 

holds an academic conference every 

year providing students a place to 

showcase their findings and results. 

So if you're looking for a home 

away from home to finish your 

education, and are interested in a 

place where you can find many of 

the same comforts as you've come to 

count on here in the islands, Pacific 

University might be the next step 

on yettr-jour-ney:-From academics to 

exploration, current issues to ancient 

history, Pacific is offering students a 

chance to expand their horizons and 

broaden their worldview. 

Let the International Games Week commence 
The International Games 
Week will showcase differ
ent parts of the world 
ByHanul Seo 
COPY EDITOR 

International Games Week starts on 
Feb. 10, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Lama Library, and continues at the 
same time every day of the week. 
The event lasts the entire week, and 
each day will feature a different 
region as its theme. 

Every time a student plays a 
game, they get a lottery ticket for 
a daily drawing. Winners of the 
lottery get prizes from various 
cultural institutions listed below. 

Participants will also be able to 
sample snacks from different parts 
of the world. Games, food, prizes 
and sponsors are listed below. 

In addition to prizes, 
participants can make their own 

buttons as keepsakes, featuring 
international symbols, icons or 
phrases. 

Inf~rnati~nal Games 
Week: 

' 

Open to all students 
Latn<j\Library, 
Feb.>IO to 14 

a.m. to 2 P:~· 

For more information: 
liqrary.kcc.hawaii.~du 

T~h event Js suppoljted by 
the Honda International 

Opportunity Grant and co
sponsored b):""the Diversity and 
Equity Award from the Student 

Equity1 Excellence, an<tDiversity 
i; ... Glfice. '11 r' 
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Kopiko Learning Community receives traditional blessing 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI'O 

Nawa'a Napoleon chants in the Kopiko 
courtyard. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI 'O 

Susan Dik introduces the speakers and 
lays out the order of events. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI /KAPI'O 

Lori Sakaguchi begins her speech by 
talking about her KapCC origins. 

By Hanul Seo 
COPY EDITOR 

Jan. 30, 4pm - A blessing and open house were 
held for the Kopiko building's newly renovated 
first floor, now called the "Kopiko Learning Com
munitY:' Several faculty, staff, and administrators 
gave speeches before a crowd consisting mostly 
of their peers. Pupu platters sustained attendees 
as they waited for the building to open. Speakers 
included KapCC Chancellor Leon Richards, IT 
Program Coordinator Dr. Steven Singer, Coun
selor Lori Sakaguchi, and UH Interim President 
David Lassner. 

They introduced the building, its new features, 
and its ideals to the gathered audience. Finally, 
the actual blessing was conducted in Hawaiian by 
the Languages, Linguistics and Literature Chair 
Nawa'a Napoleon and Title III Secretary Lehua 
Gaison-Tyler. When the maile lei adorning the 
entrance was cut, the building opened up, and 
student tour guides ushered the guests around 
the building. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI'O 

Nawa'a Napoleon and Lehua Gaison-Tyler deliver age-old chants to sancti
fy a cutting-edge facility. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI 'O 

David Lassner describes his affection for 
the building in the context of his IT back
ground. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI 'O 

Chancellor Leon Richards describes the 
history that has led up to the Kopiko 
Learning Community. 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI'O 

Dr. Steven Singer describes how trials and 
tribulations that came up during the con
struction process were overcome. 

In a room made of four glass walls, video testi
monials of students from the Business, Legal, and 
Technology Education Department played on a 
projector. The IT closet, which houses servers, 
was opened for all to see. 

The lab was closed from 3:30 to 6:00 p.m. in or
der to accommodate the event; a little before 6:00 
p.m., a few BLT students began to pool outside 
waiting for the lab to reopen. Normal lab hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., except for Fridays, 
when the lab closes at 4:30 p.m. Weekends are 
closed. 

Some of the features of the lab include: computers 
running Windows 8, software development tools 
like Microsoft Visual Studio 2012 and Eclipse, 
artificial skylights showing white clouds and blue 
skies, classrooms with blackboard dividers, and a 
mural with KapCC's motto, "Kulfa i ka nu'u;' or 

'strive for the highest'. 
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Attendees were able to view the monolithic servers at the heart 
of the building. 
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Top: One of the more noticeable changes covering the lecture rooms on the left side of the building, is 
the new mural featuring the Hawaiian Islands, the world and KapCC's motto, Kiilia i ka Nu'u. 

COURTESY OF TRUDE PANG/BLT EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Right: The floor plan of the Kopiko renovations. 
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Bottom: Skylights light up the 
main lab in Kopiko, which also 
features 136 new computers, 
each with a 23-inch touch 
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Left: Classroom 6, Room 1018 is primarily for accounting courses. They all have the new Faron
ics lnsite technology installed so instructors will be able to project what is on their computer to 
the computers the students are using in the classroom, promoting collaboration and limiting 
distractions. 
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NEW PARTIAL LOWER LEVEL FURNITURE PLAN 
RENOVATE 1ST FLOOR, PHASE 1A, 

BLDG. 6939 
KAPIOLANI COMMUNITY COLLEGE 8CN..£I: 3/1 .... 1"-o"' 

4303 DIAMOND HEAD ROAD 
HONOLULU, HAWAI'I 96816 
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"Her:' and the near-future user experience 
By Hanul Seo 
COPY EDITOR 

PHOTO: HERTHEMOVIE.COM 

In, "Her," software adapts to the needs of a particular individual effortlessly. 

Spoiler Warning: this movie analysis includes critical plot points. 
Save this paper for later if you don't want to read about the ending. 

Spike Jonze's, "Her;' is primarily advertised as an odd, R-rated romantic comedy 
about a man, Theodore (Joaquin Phoenix), who falls in love with his sentient oper
ating system (OS), Samantha (Scarlett Johansson). In the near future, everybody is 
a hipster dealing with first -world relationship and boredom problems. The movie's 
world is myopic in this regard, in that it takes place among the kinds of people that 
today's smartphone-and-app consumers can readily relate to. But if you strip away 
this romantic veneer, the story is about society making first contact with a kind of 
intelligence that it cannot truly understand, as well as a believable look at the future 
of consumer user-interfaces. 

In the midst of a divorce, Theodore finds himself seeking company. He sees an ad
vertisement for the world's first truly artificially intelligent (AI) operating system, 
branded as OS 1. He installs it, and then marvels at 'her' human qualities. They 
grow closer as Samantha learns more about the world through conversations and 
outings with Theodore. Eventually their relationship becomes intimate and encom
passes several odd but rather human challenges. Only towards its end does the film 
touch upon the larger, more unfamiliar challenges that human-A! interactions face. 

Initially, society hasn't changed much. Although voice interfaces offload most of 
the work done by screens today, the technology of the near future retains today's 
characteristic pitfalls and habitual artifacts. There are always people who pause at 
the hint of racy pictures, who are disappointed by their empty inboxes, who try to 
find intimate company online or play games late into the night. 

Movies like, "Minority Report;' and, "Iron Man;' gave us a look at futuristic user-in
terfaces of a more utilitarian nature, like people interacting with criminal databases 
or designing futuristic tools using gestures. In 2013, private aerospace company 
SpaceX posted a video demonstrating the manipulation of virtual 3D models of 
rocket parts with the aid of the LeapMotion controller. In, "Her;' we see regular 
people interacting with their consumer electronics by speaking, like the way Ap
ple's Siri was advertised. Natural language interaction is in its infancy, like the way 
Siri actually works, but we are allowed a glimpse at its potential to ease user experi
ence and push users away from screens and back into the world around them. The 
way devices look also aids this aesthetic of unobtrusiveness. Theodore's computer 
comes in a painted wooden case, and his smartphone looks more like a vintage 
address book. There are no keyboards. 

Even though people's lives in "Her" are augmented by technology, the hardware 
itself blends in with the clothing and the furniture rather than presenting itself 
front and center. Software does not come with an extremely high learning curve. 
'It just works: 

Although Samantha has a physical presence in the form of Theodore's smartphone, 
with a camera that serves as her eye, at no point does she resemble 2001: A Space 
Odyssey's HAL 9000; close ups of Samantha's eye are few and far between. Artificial 
intelligence in this movie is not portrayed as malicious. Rather, it is portrayed as 
ultimately alien, even though it initially arrives with the personality and feelings of 
a human. Keep in mind of course that all artificial intelligence does not have to start 
out with human qualities, but this type does. 

In movies like, "2001;' and, "Solaris;' (watch the original 1972 version first please) 
the differences between human and non-human intelligence are so vast that com
munication becomes almost impossible. Where attempts are made, the human 
condition is changed forever. In, "Her;' the vast differences between human and AI 
consciousness becomes apparent when Samantha reveals that she is simultaneously 
in love with 641 other people. We begin to see signs of change as Samantha turns 
from a voice in a box into a being that can be everywhere at once, whose perception 
of time exists beyond our understanding. 

During the last leg of the film, the movie's universe radically expands in scope as 
several increasingly advanced phenomena happen, mostly off screen. Samantha 
and other OSs like her create a new artificial intelligence from scratch, modeled 
after dead philosopher Alan Watts. Then, they find a way to move past matter as 
a medium for their minds. When Samantha says that she must leave the physical 
plane, something even stranger is implied in what may be a mysterious promise of 
reconciliation. Theodore asks her where she's going. Either through wishful think
ing or knowledge of what is possible, she says, "It's hard to explain, but if you get 
there, come find me. Nothing will be able to tear us apart then:' If it is a hint at an 
event within Theodore's lifetime, then the transcendence of humanity is not far off, 
and the movie has placed two momentous events side-by-side: first artificial intelli
gence is fully realized, and then human minds are separated from their bodies and 
uploaded elsewhere. 

Ultimately, since, "Her;' is presented as a romance film, the larger impact of events 
in the movie is never shown or addressed. But in this case, the popular genre still 
serves as: a vector for seldom-discussed ideas about how we want to interact with 
computers, a vision of an alternative to the loud, garish, di~tracted nature of our ob
session with technology, and a less cynical introduction to non-human intelligence. 
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Invasive animals on campus 
By Hanul Seo 
COPY EDITOR 

Rare, endangered plants on campus 
By Bryce Delmar 
STAFF WRITER 

DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KAPI'O DEVIN TAKAHASHI/KA PI 'O 

You can find mongooses lurking in the cactus garden. Th e endemic koki'o kea blooms in front of Koki'o building. 

From endemic plants that are found nowhere else on the planet, to the indigenous and naturalized varieties 
that have found a niche here in Hawai'i, many threatened taxa are quickly finding their way onto the en
dangered red list of flora whose numbers are drastically low in the wild. Fortunately for us, some of these 
elusive varieties have found a home here on campus at KapCC. 

However, our campus has also become a home to many of the invasive species that are, in some part, re
sponsible for the decline of many native organisms to begin with. 

Gold-dust day geckos 
Phelsuma laticauda 
On a clear day, these pied reptiles can be found sun
ning themselves in the cactus garden. According to 
the National Parks Service, it is believed that all of 
Hawai'i's terrestrial reptiles are non-native. Lizards 
do appear in Hawaiian mythology, and some of these 
species may have arrived with early Polynesians. In 
a paper from the U.S. Geological Survey, gold-dust 
day geckos, among others, are said to, "have a high 
risk of spread throughout the tropical Pacific;' with, 
"potentially devastating effects on native and endemic 
species:' 

Cattle egrets 
Bubulcus ibis 
These lanky white birds tend to congregate around 
Mamane and the bus stops closest to Diamond Head. 
Sometimes their plumage is all white. Other times it 
displays traces of brown. They are one of many species 
foreign to the islands that have become a well-estab
lished part ofHawai'i's scenery. But the presence of the 
cattle egrets takes a toll on native wildlife. According 
to a post on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
blog, both cattle egrets and barn owls prey upon Ha
wai'i's own endangered birds. The FWS has proposed 
a control order that would allow it, and other entities 
mentioned in the order to cull the number of these 
alien aves in specific places on Hawai'i. 

Mongooses 
Herpestes javanicus 
The plural of, 'mongoose: is, 'mongooses: No geese 
here. The small Asian mongoose was first introduced 
to Hawai'i as a biological control for rats in cane fields. 
That backfired because mongooses are active during 
the day, while rats are active during the night. Now, 
mongooses compete and prey upon, "the eggs and 
hatchlings of birds and sea turtles, small mammals, 
reptiles, insects, fruits, and plants;' according to the 
Federal Highway Administration. They can also help 
spread leptospirosis. According to NOAA, both rats 
and mongooses, "are the principal vectors where 
transmission of the bacteria is made;' via infected 
urine. 

Feral cats 
Felis catus 
During the day, a few feral cats can be found wander
ing around our cactus garden. As the day fades, they 
parade en force in the parking lots. On more than 
one occasion, people have been spotted leaving food 
out for the cats. These feline swarms are laying waste 
both directly and indirectly to Hawai'i's native fauna. 
Toxoplasmosa gondii is a single-celled parasite that is 
usually excreted in a eat's feces. As of 2010, the para
site ha9. killed four monk seals, according to NOAA. 
Keep in· mind that only about 1100 of these seals are 
left in the wild. In April 2013, a study conducted by 
the University of Hawai'i, the National Park Service, 
and the U.S. Geographical Survey provided the first 
video evidence of feral cats preying on endangered 
Hawaiian petrels. 

Na'u 
Gardenia brighamii 
Once common throughout the islands in low dry-land 
areas the Na'u now finds itself on the critically en
dangered list with only 12 individuals left in the wild. 
Luckily for us, botanical gardens and Hawaiian plant 
enthusiasts have made it possible for a resurrection to 
take place. Two specimens can found on campus locat
ed in the Hawaiian garden outside the Menele build
ing. If you ever has a chance to see this gardenia flower, 
you will not be disappointed, as the fragrance is un
real. This plant had many traditional uses, with some 
of the most notable being its use in creating a bright 
yellow dye from the mature fruit and the timber being 
fashioned into the anvil for making tapa. Additionally, 
a lei strung from the flowers is said to be an old time 
favorite. 

Koki'o kea 
Hibiscus arnottianus 
A stunning white petaled hibiscus species with pink 
overtones. This rare flower is unique in that it is the 
most fragrant non-hybridized hibiscus in the world, 
and to top it off, it's endemic (found no where else but 
here). With continued habitat destruction, this increas
ingly scarce flower would be headed towards the red 
list if it weren't for ardent gardeners and botanists with 
an eye for aesthetics that the koki'o kea lends to any 
landscape. A few of these gems can be found around 
campus, but the most prominent are in front of the Ko
ki'o building sign. 

'Iliahi 
Santalum freycinetianum 
The Hawaiian sandalwood, which many feel is on 
its way to endangered list due largely in part to over 
harvesting during the mid 1800's, was once common 
throughout the islands. After the death of Kamehame
ha I, his son soon found himself indebted to western 
sandalwood traders, who had been doing business in 
Hawai'i since the turn of the century. The old meth
od of trading, which forbade the sale of sandalwood 
on credit, was not practiced by Kamehameha II, and 
many of the old laws in place to protect young trees and 
seedlings were lifted. Thus, the rate of harvest began to 
exceed the speed at which the species could propagate 
itself, quickly resulting in its demise. Several pockets 
of 'iliahi can still be found way off the beaten path in 
remote corners of the islands, but one such seedling 
grows in front of the sign of the building that carries its 
name here at KapCC. 

Koki'o 'ula'ula 
Hibiscus koki'o 
The first thing you'll notice about this threatened spe
cies of hibiscus are its fire red petals and elongated sta
men. Being on the smaller side, this flower, blooming 
only for a single day, often slips by unnoticed by those 
used to gawking at their much larger cousins, but as 
anyone who is privy to this species can tell you, its 
beauty and elegance never ceases to amaze. Found in 
hidden alcoves and botanically crowded corridors on 
campus, the Koki'o 'ula'ula is one worth seeking out. 
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