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When Can You Start?

•  Jobs Across all Islands and Industries!

•  A Job Website Exclusive to Hawaii

•  Video Interviews, Cover Letter Tools, State-of-the-Art Resume Builder
    (includes pdf download option)

•  See our TV Ad: http://goo.gl/UNg1M

•  See us on KHON2 News: http://goo.gl/Ei2PG

Create an account on
HawaiiJobEngine.com now & get started!
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Call (808) 544-0238 • www.hpu.edu/transfer

Hawai‘i Pacifi c University

Hawai‘i Pacifi c University offers LCC students the fl exibility and 
convenience of transferring any number of credits* to keep their 
education right on track. With less than 25 students to a class, HPU 
offers individual attention from professors who are experts in their 
fi elds and personalized support from dedicated advisors. Choose 
from more than 50 innovative programs at Hawai‘i’s leading private 
university that will prepare you to stand out in today’s competitive 
job market.

Transfer scholarships available.
*Up to 60 credits toward your bachelor’s degree.

HPU admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, religion, gender, age, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, veteran status and disability.
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leading the way
Imper starts second term as president

Writer: Sazza Koirala Self
Photographer: Joel Gaspar

Leeward Community College’s student government is a union of 
students who work to represent the interests of the students.  It also 
organizes different extracurricular activities on and off campus, and 
holds meetings with faculty and administrators to address students’ 
concerns and make their voices heard on campus.  The primary re-
sponsibility of the student government president  is to organize, 
plan, and coordinate different workshops, meetings, and activities .  

Tracey Imper will start her second term as president this fall.  Im-
per  is a student of Leeward and also takes classes at UH West O‘ahu.  
She also works for the National Park Service as a park ranger at the 
World War II Valor in the Pacific National Monument. She originally 
started in student government as an intern and loved student gov-
ernment so much that she became a senator. 

Also serving on student government are Van Hill, Isaiah Kea-
mo, Gene Tijing, Joanna Dingle, Jenna Lo, Liz Bennett, and Laura 
Blakeslee. Imper recently shared  her plans and goals for the up-
coming term.

Q: What new programs or ideas will you be striving to implement 
during your second term?

A: We have quite a few goals for this year. One of them is to give 
our (military) veterans more support on campus. Currently there 
isn’t really much for them. We have a large number of students that 
are either active duty, National Guard, Reserves, or have already 
served and are using their GI Bill. I have started a Student Veterans 
of America Chapter on our campus that is just starting up, so I would 
highly encourage anyone who is interested to e-mail me (imper@
hawaii.edu).  The campus has also started the MilVet program, which 
is CLEP testing, enabling veterans to get credit for classes that they 
may have already been taught the information while serving. Also, 
starting for the fall 2012  semester the campus now participates in 
the Yellow Ribbon program. So any veteran that is still having to pay 
a part of their tuition out of pocket can apply for this now. Leeward 
as a whole is trying to do everything that we can for our Veterans. 
The student government is planning on doing as much as we can 
for them as well. 

Another way  is letting students know that we exist and that our 
whole purpose is to advocate for them. We will be out in the library 
concourse often and can be found in our office, right next to the 
student lounge, waiting to hear from you. If you have any concerns 
or ideas for the campus I highly  encourage you to let us know.

Q:  What qualities do you possess that will help you as a president in 
leading Leeward in the future?

A:  As president for my second term I feel that I have developed 
relationships with administration, faculty and staff that will help stu-
dent government this year to be able to be proactive and involved 
in all aspects of the campus. I feel I am a strong leader and I get 
things done. When I say I am going to do something I do it. I also be-
lieve that one of my primary jobs as president is to help others grow 
and become better leaders. I plan on doing this, that way next year’s 
student government can continue to be effective for our students.

Q:  Are there any past issues that have not been resolved that you will 

try to resolve when you are a president?

A:  We worked last year with the facilities committee to get des-
ignated smoking areas on our campus. I am proud to say that they 
are in the process of getting this done. It may take awhile, but you 
will see them.

Q:  What suggestions or tips do you give to the students who wish to 
join the student government?

A:  For students that want to run for student government in the 
spring, I highly encourage them. Student government is a lot of 
work, but if you are passionate about it, it is worth it. Students need 
a voice within the campus and student government is how that 
happens.

More information at www.leeward.hawaii.edu/studentlife and 
www.facebook.com/leewardsg
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new degree in hawaiian studies
Writer: Sazza Koirala Self

An Associate in Arts degree in Hawaiian 
studies is now available at Leeward Com-
munity College as well as all seven com-
munity colleges in the University of Hawai‘i 
system beginning this fall.  

This decision was made after an A.A. in 
Hawaiian studies received unanimous ap-
proval as a provisional degree at the UH 
Board of Regents meeting held on May 17. 
This is the first time a degree was approved 
for all community colleges of the UH system. 

“The A.A. in Hawaiian studies is the first 
system-wide associate of arts degree,” said 
Tracie Ku‘uipo Losch, an assistant professor 
of Hawaiian studies and program coordi-
nator of the new degree at Leeward Com-
munity College. “We are all very proud that 
Hawaiian Studies is leading the system with 
unprecedented cooperation between the 
community colleges. We are equally excited 
to offer this degree as it has been a request 
for many years from Leeward Community 
College’s service area.”  

The new degree is awarded to students 
who complete 60 credits in courses num-
bered 100 and above. Core classes include 
14 credits of Hawaiian studies and Hawaiian 
language. Students also need to complete 
12 credits of Hawaiian-focused electives. 
The electives are broken down into five 
themes — environmental science (‘āina), 
arts (hana no‘eau), nation building (ho‘oulu 
lahui), history/literature (mo‘olelo) and lan-
guage/literature (‘ōlelo). 

 “The A.A. in Hawaiian studies is designed 
to provide either the first two years of a 
baccalaureate program in Hawaiian stud-
ies or to prepare students for study in other, 
broader fields of science, humanities, arts, 
and social sciences,” Losch said. “With this 
degree you can earn an associate’s degree 
while gaining insight into the place we call 
home, Hawaii. In Hawaiian studies, we be-
lieve in place-based learning, and this de-
gree is an extension of that idea.”  

Losch said this degree provides an option 
for students seeking to earn an associate 
degree and/or transferring to a four-year 

college. UH Mānoa offers bachelor’s de-
grees in Hawaiian and Hawaiian studies and 
UH Hilo offers a bachelor’s degree in Hawai-
ian studies.   

“Sometimes the vast number of choices 
available in the liberal arts program can 
be overwhelming,” Losch said. “We tried to 
provide a more defined pathway around a 
central theme of Hawaiian academic and 
cultural concepts and practices.”

Having a degree in Hawaiian studies can 
be beneficial in the job market. Losch noted 
a list of fields such as education, particularly 
Hawaiian immersion education, health care, 
hospitality, and organizations that serve 
Hawaiian communities such as Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs and Kamehameha Schools.

 “Earning an A.A. in Hawaiian studies also 
provides students with knowledge of the 
host culture and alternative approaches to 
business and problem-solving desirable in 
Hawaii’s job market.” 

Degree requirements can be viewed online 
at www.leeward.hawaii.edu/aa-hs

The student lounge a place for indoor entertainment, recreation 
and a hangout spot for students who want to unwind. It was busy 
and noisy.

However, the furniture in there was worn from use. 
The student life office took action to resolve that by flipping and 

transforming the student lounge over the summer. It got rid of the 
old furniture and replaced it with eco-friendly chairs made of high-
grade microbial and anti-bacterial upholstery made from recycled 
materials. There are now several wheelchair accessible tables that 
adjust in height. A brand new ping-pong table has been added and 
several art pieces created by students will hang on the walls.

The upgrade also means new rules for those who use the facil-
ity. A staff member will monitor the lounge to ensure that everyone 

complies with these rules. Lounge users are asked to be respectful 
towards other students, furniture, and gaming units. No food and 
beverages will be allowed on or near the ping-pong table. Students 
are asked to remain courteous during events by keeping the noise 
level low and to clean up before leaving and move furniture back 
to its original location. Rules are posted in the lounge and online at 
www.leeward.hawaii.edu/studentlife

The student lounge is located above the cafeteria. Hours of op-
erations are Mondays through Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m 
and Fridays from 8 to 3. 

— By Glenn Salabiak 

new FURNITURE, RULES FOR STUDENT LOUNGE

FOCUS.
Text GOGUARD to 80850
NationalGuard.com
1-800-GO-GUARD

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
correct solution will 
spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 

© 2012 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: 2012 London Olympics

Answer online at www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao
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Accreditation Process

A college gets ready by 
doing a self evaluation. 
It compiles and analyzes 
a lot of evidence to 
produce a sizable 
Self Evaluation Report.

After the Self 
Evaluation Report is 
submitted, a group 
of peers visits the 
school and goes 
over all the informa-
tion submitted. 
This group 
also talks to 
faculty and 
students.

A commission in 
charge of accreditation 

reaffirmation  meets, 
goes over findings 

from the site visit, and 
gives the college a 

“grade” based on certain 
standards. The school 

receives a report 
on whether or not 

its accreditation
has been 

reaffirmed.

ST
A

RT

Site Visit
Oct. 16-18, 2012

Keep going

FINISH

1.

2.

3.

4.

A
lm

ost 
there

Proceed to step 3
Advance 2 years

External Review
        Fall 2012

Status Update
        Jan. 2013

Self Evaluation Process
Spring 2010

Accreditation is a process that colleges undergo to guarantee that they are providing  
students with the best education possible. Students attending accredited colleges are eligible 
for financial aid, and their credits are transferable to other colleges. 

Leeward Community College seeks reaffirmation of accreditation every six years. This year, 
2012, the college’s accreditation reaffirmation will be evaluated.
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The Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges, known as 
WASC, is in charge of accrediting 
all schools in the Western region 
of the United States.

The Accrediting Commission 
of Community and Junior 
Colleges, known as ACCJC, 
is a part of WASC. Its role is 
to accredit community and 
junior colleges.

More online at
•	 www.leeward.hawaii.edu/

accreditation
•	 www.accjc.org

Design by Audrey Mayfield

Leeward CC is evaluated based on  
  the standards of the ACCJC

Institutional Mission and

Ef ectiveness

Student Learning 

Program
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Resources

Accreditation could 
afect whether you 
get a job, receive  
financial aid, or 
are able to transfer 
credits to another 
college

ACCREDITATION 
STANDARDS



10     KA MANA‘O

EJ DelaCruz
Passion for politics led him to city council race
Writer: Bonnie Dabney
Photographer: Joel Gaspar

E.J. Delacruz knew he wanted to pursue 
politics since he was in 7th grade. 

“I just had a passion for it and wanted to 
make a difference,” said Delacruz, a 19-year-
old Leeward Community College student 
who recently ran for a seat on the Honolulu 
City Council. He ran in District 1, a large area 
that includes the Leeward communities of 
‘Ewa Beach, Kapolei, Kalaeloa, Makakilo, 
Nānākuli, Wai‘anae, and Makaha. 

Despite his desire to become involved in 
politics, Delacruz stated, “I didn’t expect to 
be running at this age.”  Though he was less 
experienced than the other candidates, he 
felt this gave him a fresh perspective on is-
sues. 

He created a Facebook page for his cam-
paign as a sounding off board and way of 
keeping in touch with his constituents. He 
was motivated to campaign in this year’s 
city council election because of the rail 

debate. Delacruz was one of two District 1 
candidates that did not support the current 
rail project.  

One of his main arguments against it was 
the cost, which is currently estimated by 
city council to be $5.3 billion. The state proj-
ects the cost will reach $7.2 billion. Another 
point of contention was that the total traffic 
reduction with rail would only be 2 percent. 
Delacruz was concerned few people would 
actually use rail. Many of  the people he 
spoke to told him that they thought it’s a 
good idea, but they would still drive their 
cars to work.

Another issue Delacruz felt strongly 
about was the council’s protocol in deal-
ing with the island’s homeless population. 
His concern was that the homeless were 
viewed merely as a “fiscal 
responsibility.” He felt 
that the city council 
has “lost the hu-
man perspective.” 

Delacruz stated 

that the homeless “are actual people that 
need help. They have aspirations just like 
any other person.” Delacruz spent time 
volunteering at a homeless shelter in high 
school and still plans to contribute his time 
to this cause.

His father, Lt. Col. Efrain Delacruz, has 
been an enduring inspiration for him. His 
father is currently serving as the advisor 
to the Saudi Arabian King. Lt. Col. Delacruz 
was home on leave and helped his son put 
up signs in their Makakilo neighborhood.

Delacruz has family here and has lived 
in Texas, Alabama, and Puerto Rico due to 
his father’s military career. Delacruz has 
enjoyed the diversity of these living con-
ditions, but considers Hawai‘i as home. 
Regardless of the election outcome, he in-

tends on continuing his involvement in 
politics on O‘ahu.

This issue was printed before the 
Aug. 11 election. To find out how 
Delacruz did, visit www.leeward.
hawaii.edu/kamanao
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What were you up to this 
summer?

Nothing much, just sleeping 
in and glad to not have so 
much responsibilities at the 
moment.
Jon-Ross Okuda

Chloe Richey
I had two goals over the 
summer that I wanted to ac-
complish: my first was to pass 
my summer classes and the 
second was to find a job, and I 
got both done.

Kimberly Saramad
I love superhero movies, so 
I’ve been watching all the 
summer hits like the “Aveng-
ers,”  “Amazing Spiderman,” 
and  “Batman.”

I just hung out with friends 
and enjoyed the stress-free 
moment that I have before 
classes start.
Kyler Alferez

I’ve been pretty busy with 
taking both summer sessions 
one and two, so I haven’t 
done much, but it has been 
very productive.
Mark Tesoro

Marisa Gee
My boyfriend and I did a pho-
to shoot together and baked 
cupcakes afterwards. Also I’ve 
been working on becoming 
a better photographer and 
creating some new designs 
for my craft business.

     Photos/interviews by Merrick Daligdig
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David Beckham attends First Lady Michelle Obama’s “Let’s Move!” in London on July 27.  (Photo by Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images)

How Do People View Americans?
Studying in London an eye-opening experience
Writer: Amanda Barr

In light of the summer Olympics, national pride is at a premium, 
but when I went to London for a four week summer study abroad 
program, all I could think about was trying not to appear to be a 
typical American- or  whatever that was. 

We cracked up at our orientation when Phillip, a program coor-
dinator, said that Americans were ok in small groups,  “but when 
there are a bunch of you together you get obnoxious.” Despite the 
humorous tone to that comment, I felt there was some truth in it 
and  as I was getting ready to meet with a local family two train 
stops away from the residence hall I was staying at, I anxiously ques-
tioned everything from when I should show up at their doorstep, to 
my choice in shoes. I had no idea what their preconceived notions 
were about Americans and it was then that I decided to investigate, 
informally,  how people perceive Americans and the United States 
in general. I became curious about the stereotypes that people have 
about us, and if they were accurate. In my quest for stereotypes, 
sometimes I just listened to people’s comments, other times, when 
I felt comfortable, I just asked how they viewed Americans, I being 
an exception, of course! 

I didn’t have to wait too long for my first insight. At a bus stop 
near Oxford Street in London, my group and I were being peppered 
with questions about the U.S.  by a loquacious Hungarian bus  stop 
attendant who complimented me on my shoes. He asked if the 
United States was as materialistic as everyone made it out to be. 
Embarrassed and at a loss as to how to explain how vast the ideals 

were in our country, we settled on an answer that satisfied him. As a 
culture, yes, we are pretty materialistic, but as individuals our values 
were varied. 

Later in the week,  I went with my newfound German friend, 
Catherine, to see a German comedian who will remain unnamed. 
After jabbing at the United Kingdom for awhile, he went on to talk 
about his visit to America. He said that he “really enjoyed coming 
to America because Americans are very friendly”. He was, however, 
very concerned about the things that we sue companies for here. 
After a hilarious account of a woman who sued Walmart because 
she tripped over an unruly child that was rumored to be her own, 
he stated “Pretty soon they’re going to have to put a sign by the 
Grand Canyon that says ‘When the ground disappears, STOP F--- 
WALKING!’”.

At a potluck at that aforementioned local family’s home, we were 
all gathered around the table, and I decided to just ask them what 
they all thought about Americans. There was an overall fluster of 
reactions to this question — a cough, a giggle, a little arranging of 
napkins and sideways glances. It was quite comical, to be sure. 

“I don’t know if you can answer that question…” Alice, started 
hesitantly. I encouraged them to just tell me what they thought of 
Americans in general. Camden, the family’s 10 year old son, stated 
without hesitancy, “They’re all kind of fat, aren’t they?” the table 
roared, but at his father’s warning glance he amended his answer, 

continues on page 38
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can Rail Unite the Island?
Writer: Amanda Barr
Illustrator: Joel Gaspar

Lately, the hot debate on O‘ahu has been 
on whether or not the rail is a good solution 
for some of the problems that we are facing, 
such as traffic, pollution, transportation and 
convenience. After spending four weeks in 
London over the summer, with no choice 
but to travel via public transportation (an in-
teresting conglomeration of above ground 
trains, the underground and buses), I have 
to say that it became one of my favorite 
parts of being in London.

London, with its dense population of 8 
million, unites its extremely varied neigh-
borhoods and historical sights with its 
transportation. My day often started with a 
15 minute walk to Surbiton station where I 
caught the train to the Waterloo station, a 
large hub for varied kinds of transportation. 
Depending on what was on the agenda, I 
would either take a bus or the underground, 
and from those stations it was only few min-
utes to my destination. In fact, many of my 
classes met at Waterloo or one of the un-
derground stations before heading off on 
our field trips. If students took the wrong 

train, no worries, they just hopped on an-
other one and they would meet up with the 
group later.

 Not only is it convenient and easy to nav-
igate, there is a whole industry that caters to 
the transport system. At each station there 
are places where a person can buy food, 
coffee, gifts, flowers, and toiletries. Ticket 
attendants were always readily available 
and knowledgeable about routes. Travel-
ers could buy their tickets at the window, 
or they could just get them from one of the 
many kiosks. Most people traveled with an 

continues on page 27
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Writer: Leimaile Guerrero, Illustrator: Joel Gaspar
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With hurricane season in 
full swing, rumors of the world 
ending this coming December, 
and a zombie invasion looming 
in the shadows, who could help 
themselves from stocking up on 
an outrageous amount of food, 
building an underground safe 
room, and hoarding a secret 
stash of medical supplies and 
weapons?  

Maybe we all can’t  have the 
luxury of such a vivid imagina-
tion and money for endless sup-
plies and land, but an emergency 
kit would be the most logical 
choice. 

As we all know, Hawai‘i has 
the disadvantage of limited  
land space and reliance upon 
imports  for supplies. In case of  
an emergency, it is important to 
have some sort of backup.  In the 
case of a natural disaster, it may 
take weeks or months for people 
to re-gain access to  resources, 
power, and in the worse case 
scenario, a home. 

A good survival kit will provide 
food, water, basic medical sup-
plies, and warmth.  It is also a 
good idea to have two kits. One 
kit for your home and a leaner 
“bug out” kit in case you need 
to leave quickly,  or to keep in 
your car in case you’re not home 
when disaster strikes. Make sure 
to have a radio to keep yourself 
informed on current events and 
public announcements. There 
are crank radio/flashlight options 
that make great additions to 
any survival kit. Having items 
that are capable of recharging 
themselves by solar or crank 
power would be ideal. Some 

retailers also offer solar chargers 
with adapters for cell phones 
and other devices. Tuning into 
the radio will keep you informed 
of where the next disaster may 
strike or areas to gather and 
receive supplies. 

Sanitation is always an im-
portant issue when it comes to 
keeping healthy and clean. Slip-
ping in a bar of soap or shampoo 
may be a huge luxury later. How-
ever, remember to exercise some 
restraint because it can be easy 
to go overboard. The key point 
here is your basic needs. A first 
aid kit is also essential in your 
pack incase someone is injured 
during a disaster. 

Families should establish a 
plan of action in case a disas-
ter strikes and everyone is not 
together. Make sure your whole 
family knows the plan and also 
be aware of the emergency 
procedures at your children’s 
schools. Be sure you have 
enough rations in your survival 
kit for everyone, including the 
family pet. If someone requires 
medications, special needs, or if 
there is an infant in the fam-
ily, consider their needs as well 
when preparing your kit. 

The Hawai‘i State Civil Defense 
and American Red Cross offer 
checklists and other tips to help 
everyone prepare (see items on 
right). Many retailers these days 
sell boxes full of meal rations 
with a 30-year shelf life and first 
aid kits that will get you through 
most events. If you were really 
diligent you could even find sur-
vival kits for zombie prepared-
ness, in which case a shotgun 

Ingredients: 
Food for at least three days to a week. Make 

sure your kit foods are non-perishable. Canned 
meat, milk and meals, high-energy foods, gra-
nola bars and trail mixes are good to have. 

Water
Ideally you would have a gallon of water per 

person per day. Another item to consider add-
ing to your travel kit would be water sanitation 
pills or drops and a camel pack for everyone. 

Tools and Supplies
Flashlights, a radio, pliers or a multi-tool, 

matches, cooking supplies and utensils, alu-
minum foil, a map, whistle, needle and thread, 
rope, manual can opener, extra batteries, axe, 
scissors and a tent. 

Clothes
At least one change of clothes for each per-

son, footwear, blankets, hat, and rain gear. 

Sanitation
Soap, toilet paper or towelettes, feminine 

supplies, plastic garbage bags, disinfectants, 
and a bucket.

Medical Supplies
A first aid kit that includes penicillin, band 

aids, antibiotics, gauze, emergency blanket, 
tape, tweezers, chewable tablets, cold com-
press, and various other items to help provide 
medical relief until more help arrives. 

Other Items
Personal documents such as passports, in-

surance policies, and bank information in wa-
terproof packaging. If you wear glasses or hear-
ing aids, keep a backup in your kit. You may 
also consider some form of entertainment like 
a book or games. 

would be all you’d need. 
Just think back on all those dooms day movies and all your 

clever thoughts about what the actors should have had or 
done. Don’t leave yourself high and dry (pun intended). Being 
prepared also offers the benefit of avoiding last minute stock 
ups, long lines, added chaos and a bad survival kit consisting 
of beer and cup ramen. 

Visit the American Red Cross (redcross.org) or Hawai‘i Civil 
Defense (www.scd.hawaii.gov) websites for more information 
and a printable checklist of supplies and other resources.
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A beginners survival guide to

Hawai‘i’s 
Hikes

Writer & Photographer: Joel Gaspar

Hiking in Hawai‘i can be an awe-inspiring experience. There are trails on O‘ahu that 
are unique from the rest of the world. You can hike through tropical rainforests with 
some of Hawai‘i’s native plants brushing upon your shoulders, or hike 3,000 feet in el-
evation and be rewarded with scenic views of a vast ocean and glorious mountain rang-
es. This guide will feature tips in preparing for a hike and spotlighting some well-known 
hikes so you’ll know what to expect.
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Makapu‘u LightHouse
Difficulty: Easy

This trail is famous for its 10-second 
cameo in the film “50 First Dates,” iconic 
lighthouse, and prime location for whale 
watching. Only 2.5 miles long, this fan fa-
vorite amongst tourists and locals is littered 
with scenic views in every corner. This trail 
is considered one of the easiest on this is-
land, partly due to its paved roads leading 
towards the summit. Though easy, this hike 
doesn’t fall short of its mysteries. Aside from 
its main trail, there are a handful of various 
paths you can venture off to, leading to 
greater scenic views. If you stick to the main 
trail, you can complete this hike in little less 
than an hour. This is a dry hike, so make sure 
to bring sunscreen, walking shoes, camera, 
and water.

‘Aiea Loop Trail
Difficulty: Easy

Located at the top of ‘Aiea Heights Drive 
and only hopscotch away from Leeward 
Community College, this three-mile trail is 
used by U.S. Marines for trail running ex-
ercises and by nature seekers looking to 
get in touch with Hawai‘i’s deep forests. 
Labeled as an “easy” hike on Yelp, this hike 
can be a walk in the park. But depending 
on the weather and due to its low elevation 
and rocky terrain, many hikers will have to 
trudge through inches of mud and crawl 
under and over fallen trees littered through-
out the trail. The greatest reward about this 
hike is the wonderful view of the H-3 free-
way midway through the trek. Mostly shad-
ed, the terrain does switch from dry to wet 
frequently. Look out for constant tree roots 
protruding from the ground and make sure 
to bring ample water and durable hiking 
shoes.

LANIKAI  PILLBOXES
Difficulty: Easy

This hike is known for its three pillboxes 
which were built by the U.S. military during 
World War II as observation posts to help 
alert others of approaching enemy ships. 
Currently abandoned by the military, this 
area has now turned into one of the most 
famous and populated hikes on this island. 
The three pillboxes are stretched and sepa-
rated onto three mountainous climbs in 
Lanikai. This 2.5-mile hike is fairly easy with 
the only difficulty in the beginning where 
you have to hike up a short steep hill. Pill-
boxes doesn’t fall short of epic scenic views 
every hiker will be treated to a panoramic 
view of the Moke islands. and most of Lani-
kai  This is a dry and windy hike, so make 
sure you bring ample water and hiking 
shoes. 

Regardless if it’s a 30-minute 
hike up Makapu‘u Light-
house or a 12-hour trek up 
Mt. Ka‘ala, water is the most 
important thing to bring 
to any hike, an essential in 
maintaining proper body 
hydration. Plan ahead, know 
how long your hike is, and 
bring enough water to last 
you the trek. 

You’ll be putting your body 
to the test, so you’ll need to 
keep it constantly energized 
and functioning. A good 
friend once told me to al-
ways carry a snack with you 
since you’ll never know when 
you’ll need an extra boost of 
energy. A bag of trail mix, a 
granola bar or a PB & J will do 
the trick.

Many people tend to use 
regular running shoes to 
hike. That is a big no-no since 
you’ll find yourself slipping 
and falling. With various ter-
rains, investing in trail run-
ning shoes is ideal because 
it provides traction and grip 
when hiking through steep 
ridges and muddy trails. 

It’s better to be safe than sor-
ry. You don’t have to haul a 
massive first aid kit with you. 
A mini first aid kit is cheap 
(about $2) and has bandag-
es and ointment. A cell phone 
will help to alert others if you 
ever get stranded or need 
medical assistance. 

With such great Web sites 
like hawaiitrails.ehawaii.
gov, Yelp, and various hiking 
blogs, researching before you 
embark on a hike is a great 
way to prepare for the trek 
ahead. Knowing what to ex-
pect, like elevation, terrain, 
or even parking will make life 
easier and will prepare you 
for your adventure.
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Mariner’s Ridge
Difficulty: Easy

Slightly more difficult than Pillboxes and 
Makapu’u, Mariner’s Ridge is a great gem 
located in Hawai‘i Kai that provides a pan-
oramic view of Waimānalo, Kailua, Kāne‘ohe 
and the iconic peaks of Olomana. A short 
hike spanning less than two miles, it can 
be finished in an hour by novice hikers. This 
hike does pick up in elevation quite quickly. 
Moderate inclines become prominent the 
further you progress up the ridge. The ter-
rain and environment is pretty dry with 
ironwood trees and various roots, rocks, 
and boulders decorating the path, creat-
ing small obstacles. You also get a constant 
feed of refreshing mountain breezes as you 
ascend.  This hike is good for all ages. Make 
sure you bring water and hiking shoes.

KULIOUOU RIDGE
Difficulty: Intermediate

Located in Hawai‘i Kai near Mariner’s 
Ridge, it’s O’ahu’s famous switchback hike. 
Unlike ‘Aiea Loop and Koko Head Crater’s 
straight forward path,  Kuliouou’s trail is a 
daunting zigzag trek up a mountain. Not 
considered an easy hike, this gem does offer 
some challenges. The terrain and elevation 
shifts very frequently, tree roots litter the 
ground, and the never-ending nightmarish 
stairs — reminiscent of Koko Head — will 
get your glutes and thighs burning and 
heart pumping towards the summit that 
tops off at 2,000 feet.  All that suffering will 
be greatly rewarded. This hike offers one of 
the best views of the south and north side 
of O‘ahu. Over five miles long, this dry hike 
has ample shade and can be completed in 
three hours. Make sure to bring enough wa-
ter, a light snack and reliable hiking shoes.

Ka‘au crater
Difficulty: Hard

You know the saying that goes “If you’re 
going through hell, keep going.” Ka‘au Cra-
ter is a hellish and punishing hike that will 
constantly test your gut and push you to 
go beyond your known limits. It involves 
trudging through miles of mud, climbing up 
slippery, steep and rocky cliffs, and walking 
through narrow ridgelines. Aside from the 
punishing journey, three majestic waterfalls 
spread throughout the hike await venturing 
hikers. Do not turn around once you meet 
the first waterfall. It’s an insanely strenuous 
trek going back. Follow through and you’ll 
be rewarded with two more beautiful wa-
terfalls and a panoramic view of the Ka‘au 
Crater. There are alternate routes to reach 
higher peaks, but those are for more expe-
rienced hikers. This hike is mostly shaded, 
averaging five hours and six miles. Bring 
bug spray, ample water, some hiking gloves, 
long pants and trail shoes.

For more information on other hikes visit our Web site www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao
*Disclaimer* This section serves as an informative guide. Please hike at your discretion

Extra 

Tips
•	 Eat, drink, refuel.
•	 Invest in a camelback and proper hiking attire.•	 Never hike alone.

•	 Drink lots of water the night prior.
•	 Dedicate at least half an hour to stretching before a hike.
•	 Practice good and proper breathing.
•	 Listen to your body, go at your own pace, take breaks if you have to. 
•	 Maintain a healthy balance of energy throughout. Eat, drink, refuel
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Mariner’s Ridge

Ka‘au Crater

Makapu‘u Lighthouse

‘Aiea Loop Trail

•	 Never hike alone.
•	 Drink lots of water the night prior.
•	 Dedicate at least half an hour to stretching before a hike.
•	 Practice good and proper breathing.
•	 Listen to your body, go at your own pace, take breaks if you have to. 
•	 Maintain a healthy balance of energy throughout. Eat, drink, refuel
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KNOWLEDGE
Compiled by Leilani Ahina and Cody Enriques

Every semester, Leeward Community Col-
lege welcomes a vast amount of new stu-
dents and even new faculty to its Pearl City 
and Wai‘anae campuses. 

In the last year, there have been many 
changes to the college such as the construc-
tion of the new Learning Commons, the ar-
rival of Subway sandwiches in the café, and 
the start of construction for the new Associ-
ate of Arts in Teaching building. 

For new and even returning students, 
college life can be a bit of challenge. De-
spite everything that has prepared you for 
this day, you may still feel hesitant. To ease 
those uncertainties, we asked students and 
faculty to share their insights, knowledge, 
and experiences of college life. 

Think of it as a one-of-a-kind college sur-
vival guide. So whether you are a new stu-
dent or a returning student, this will hope-
fully assist you in your academic journey 
here at Leeward.
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Richard Hata
Upon attending Leeward, what were your 

expectations? My expectations weren’t too 
low or high because I didn’t know anything 
about college or college life. I was expecting 
the campus to be smaller, which meant that 
the classrooms would be smaller too, but 
once I got on the campus I realized that it’s 
pretty big. The classrooms are a reasonable 
size for the amount of students in the class.

What resources does Leeward offer? Lee-
ward has a lot of difference resources avail-
able to the students. The computer lab is a 
great place to go in between classes and 
get some of my online work done. I also use 
the library for many things, to borrow books 
and laptops, along with getting my printing 
done, too. I also use the learning resource 
center to get help with my classes. They do 
provide free tutoring so that is a very use-
ful resource for everyone. These resources 
helped me by aiding me in my college life. 

Is there anything you wish you had known 
before attending college?  Not really. If there 
was anything that I needed to know, I would 
just ask and the staff and faculty were really 
great with answering my questions.

What advice would you give to new stu-
dents? Ask for help if you need to. Everyone 
on campus is here to help you. Take classes 
that you can handle and don’t overwork 
yourself.

Hata is in his fifth semester at Leeward, 
and just one semester away from transfer-
ring to UH Mānoa. He’s an education major 
and wants to teach secondary science. He 
also serves as a peer mentor on campus. Off 
campus, he runs his own mobile DJ company. 
He said, “I use whatever knowledge I acquire 
from school to help me maintain my work and 
social life.” 

Jasmine Desamito  
Upon attending Leeward, what were your 

expectations? When I first started, I expected 
it to be a bit relaxed and at the same time 
enjoyable. As for the professors, I kind of 
expected them to be strict and mean, but 
I was wrong. What I did not expect was the 
amount of homework that was given on the 
first day. I was really surprised that some of 
my classes gave out chapters to read and 
quizzes already.

What resources did Leeward have? How 
did it help you? I took advantage of all the 
resources that were offered because they 
are free. Plus, I was out of school for a year 
and I needed to get back into “school mode.” 
I used the math lab and the library a lot 
because I was struggling in math and the 
library was a great place to do homework 
and relax.

Being a college student can be tough on 
your expenses, did you discover any money-
saving methods to fit your budget?  I found 
out money-saving tips the hard way and it 
did not take long for me to realize how much 
money I was spending, especially within my 
first month when I was buying lunch at the 
school cafe every single day. I would spend 
at least $30 per week until I realized I should 
just bring home lunch or eat at home before 
and after attending class each day.

What personal advice would you give to 
new students? Go to class. Time is money. 
You are paying for your education and you 
would not want to fail a class that you paid 
for, only to end up paying again to retake it.

Desamito graduated from Leeward in 
spring 2012. 

Kamaile Stevens
Can you tell us any hot spots that students 

can go to hang out at Leeward’s Wai‘anae 
campus? You can hang out and eat in the 
student testing center with your friends and 
if you want some quiet time, you can go 
downstairs to study. 

Where can students go to get help at 
Wai‘anae? If you need help with writing, 
you could go to the writing lab and see a 
writing consultant or see Emi (Kaneshiro) in 
the student testing center. If you need help 
with math, you can go downstairs to the 
math lab and ask for help from a math tutor 
or one of the math professors. You can also 
ask Scott (Kuraoka) if you’re too lazy to walk 
downstairs from the testing center.

Is there any other helpful hints or tips stu-
dents should know about the Wai‘anae cam-
pus? Everyone tends to know someone from 
your family, so it feels like a family environ-
ment. But don’t take advantage of that and 
act too stupid because it’s still school.

What do you think will help students get 
through college or even get through their first 
year? Make friends and create study groups. 
Take advantage of the opportunities given 
to you.

Stevens has been a math tutor at the 
Wai‘anae campus for two semesters, and has 
been at Leeward for three semesters. She is 
currently completing her liberal arts degree, 
then plans to transfer to UH Mānoa to major 
in mathematics. 
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Chris Christian
What do you think will help students get 

through their first year of college?  To take it 
seriously and treat it like a job.

What do you know now that you wish you 
knew when you started college? That there is 
so much financial aid available to students.

What do you do when college feels over-
whelming? I turn to my family and friends 
for encouragement and support.

Any tips for military students? If  your mili-
tary obligations interfere with school, then 
online classes can be an option. For military 
spouses I suggest using resources like My 
CAA  for tuition assistance and CYS for help 
with childcare.

Any study tips?  I try to study at a set time 
for each class. I plan out a schedule, write it 
out, and follow it.

What are good hangout spots on campus 
and in the area? On campus the student 
lounge is a fun spot. I love coffee so Star-
bucks  in Pearl City is where I go for a pick 
me up in between classes.

Anything else students show know about 
Leeward?  There is a lot of fun things to do 
on campus including intramural sports and 
student organizations like Hui Mala (Lee-
ward’s garden club).

Christian has been attending Leeward for 
two semesters and is currently in the biosci-
ence technology program. He will graduate 
in spring 2013 and transfer to UH Mānoa’s 
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human 
Resources. He’s also the new president of Lee-
ward’s Hui Mala (garden club) and assists with 
intramural sports. He has a 6-year-old son 
and his wife serves in the U.S. Army. He loves 
to surf and play all sports.

Jayson Corrales
Do you have any insightful tips about Lee-

ward CC-Wai‘anae? We are a satellite cam-
pus offering a plethora of services — similar 
to what is offered at the Pearl City campus.  
Most of our classes are geared toward the 
A.A. Liberal Arts, A.A. Teaching, and A.A. Ha-
waiian studies degrees.  We are a small but 
close group of faculty, staff and students

What resources does the Wai‘anae campus 
offer students if they need help? Counseling, 
tutoring, computer labs, writing lab, math 
lab, laptop loan program, transfer advis-
ing, financial aid advising, career counsel-
ing, compass testing, student activities, 
clubs  We also have offices (from Pearl City) 
visiting during the school year such as Job 
Prep Services, KI office, library, Hālau Ike O 
Pu‘uloa.

Who can students reach out to at Wai‘anae 
for help or support? Counselors Jayson Cor-
rales and Jean Stavrue-Peahi. Our main 
campus number is 696-6378.

Do you have any advice for students to 
help them get through college? Find a quiet 
and comfortable place on campus to study 
and do your homework when you are not 
in class.  Staying on campus as long as you 
can will not only keep you away from the 
distractions of home, but will allow you to 
utilize all of the resources available.

Corrales has been a counselor at Leeward’s 
Wai‘anae campus for two years and teaches IS 
105 — Career Exploration and Planning. He 
enjoys working with his team at the Wai‘anae 
campus and enjoys being involved with the 
campus’ Hui Ho‘oikaiki Kino (sports club) as 
well.  

Chellezette Mapp
What’s your advice to students? If you have 

a job, take Tuesday and Thursday classes so 
you have rest of the week to do homework 
and be with family. 

Make friends and have study groups so 
you can build relationships and know that 
you’re doing it together. 

Remember this is college — join clubs 
and participate in college. It will only last for 
a certain amount of time. 

Take morning classes so you have the 
evening to do your homework.

What do you know now that you wish you 
knew when you started college? Ratemypro-
fessor.com is a good Web site to know what 
students are saying about each instructor. 

There is free printing on campus if you 
choose to seek it out. There are laptops on 
campus that you can borrow.

What do you do when college feels over-
whelming? I focus on the end goal. You need 
to have a goal. Make sure the other distrac-
tions don’t keep you from your goal.

Any study tips?  Don’t wait until things are 
due. Do them ahead of time. Study groups 
are also helpful. If you know you’re having 
a hard time, go for help ASAP. That way you 
can be on the same page with the rest of the 
class. And find people who understand the 
material. 

Mapp graduated from Waipahu High 
School and is a political science major. She 
has served as a peer mentor and STAR ambas-
sador, an online advising program available 
through each student’s MyUH account. She 
also pointed that she always tells the truth. 
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Moses Magno
Do you have any tips to help students get 

through college?  Take what you can handle, 
do not try to overwork yourself or overload 
your schedule because it can get hectic a lot 
of times.

Do you have any tips about the Wai‘anae 
campus?  It’s a good campus. Very fam-
ily oriented. Faculty and staff are awesome 
people. Everyone gets along well.

 
Where can students go to take a break near 

our campus?  There are a lot of places to go 
such as Cathay’s Inn, Burger King, Subway, 
Starbucks, Jamba Juice, Little Caesars, Pizza 
Hut and cannot forget about Hanara’s.

What resources are available at our cam-
pus? Student testing center, faculty, staff, 
tutors, student activities — there are a lot of 
resources. We also have a writing lab, math 
lab and computer lab.

Magno has been involved in student activi-
ties at Leeward’s Wai‘anae campus for three 
years. He will be graduating in spring 2013 
with his liberal arts degree. 

Danny Wyatt
   

Do you have any advice for students to help 
them survive the college? Do the work and 
go to class. If you get lost or fall behind, see 
a counselor, peer mentor, see somebody. 
Use the help that is offered out there.

Are there any places on the Waianae cam-
pus you would say are beneficial to students? 
The study areas on the first and second 
floor.  The English Writing Lab if writing help 
is needed.  The Math Lab on the first floor if 
math help is the issue.  Anyone who works 
there can pretty much help with different 
problems depending on the issue.”

Can you offer any spots that are good study 
places off campus?  Burger King is pretty 
quiet and Starbucks — they have Internet 
connectivity.  The Wai‘anae Public Library is 
not that far away

Any must know tips about the Waianae 
campus?  Use the facilities, get help from 
those who work here.

Wyatt has been teaching English at Lee-
ward’s Wai‘anae campus for four years.

Michael Cawdery
What were your expectations when you 

started teaching at Leeward? I expected that 
I would find students prepared to begin a 
journey to discovering learning as a way to 
become familiar with our world and find out 
what knowledge and experiences exist out 
there which can help position themselves in 
a place where they will be able to contribute 
to their family and community. I expected 
to find students starting their journey from 
different points along the road, in hopes of 
searching out their own destinations. I found 
exactly that.

What are your expectations for your stu-
dents? I expect three things from my stu-
dents.  I expect my students to be curious.  I 
expect them to honor the rich and deep na-
ture of the world and begin to appreciate it. 
I expect my students to be critical. I do not 
mean negative, but more a love for questions. 
I expect them to question themselves, ques-
tion me, and question what we know about 
the world. I expect my students to be human. 
I expect them to have issues, responsibilities, 
ups, downs, smiles, frowns, emotions, fami-
lies, insecurities, suspicions, and all type of 
different backgrounds that are expressed in 
their idiosyncrasies.

What advice would you give to new stu-
dents? Be open, be honest, find passion, in-
terrogate the world, love yourself, love your 
school, love your community, be yourself, 
and most importantly be prepared to engage 
with knowledge and people. The world is 
amazing, but that doesn’t mean it is not chal-
lenging. Appreciate it for all its glory.

Cawdery has been teaching education class-
es at Leeward for the past four years. He brings a 
wide range of ideas and experiences that he has 
gathered from visiting over 35 countries and 
49 states. Before coming to Hawai‘i, he taught 
middle school in the shadow of the White 
House. Don’t be afraid to say “hi” to him if you 
see him at a reggae show or in the water. 
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Stephanie Carranza
What do you think will help students get 

through college or even get through their first 
year? My planner is my life!  Also, getting to 
know your professors is a must.  At first, I was 
very intimidated by them but really, they’re 
there to help you and they truly want you to 
succeed.  You just need to make the effort.

What do you know now that you wish you 
knew when you started college?  When I first 
started college, I panicked because I had no 
idea what I wanted to do or what I wanted to 
major in.  I ended up choosing a major that I 
was “good” at knowing that I wouldn’t enjoy 
doing something in that field for the rest of 
my life.  I’ve realized now that it’s OK to remain 
undecided.  Five years ago, I had no idea that 
I was going to be in college so how am I sup-
posed to plan my life 10 years from now?

What do you do when college feels over-
whelming? Taking a break definitely helps.  
Sometimes I’ll play my guitar, go for a run or 
meet up with a friend but besides that, time 
management is the key.  I can’t emphasize 
enough how helpful a planner is and I always 
make sure I have enough “play” time.

Any study tips? Flashcards have never let 
me down and I’ve noticed that having a study 
partner is a definite plus.   Try to sit in the front 
during class and if possible, do your home-
work within 30 minutes after class.  If you have 
an exam coming up, start studying at least a 
week before.

Anything else students should know about 
Leeward? There’s a lot of great resources on 
campus that are free to students.  If you’re 
struggling in class, there are so many tutors 
available.  Also, there are many events on cam-
pus so be on the lookout for those.

Carranza is working towards a bachelor’s de-
gree in microbiology. She is currently a member 
of the Student Activities Board and has served 
on the student government. She likes all kinds of 
vegetarian-friendly food, listening to music and 
has recently fallen in love with snorkeling.

Bobbie Martel
What were your expectations when you 

started teaching at Leeward? I was nervous as 
I began my first semester at Leeward. A little 
overwhelmed with the task of finding my way 
around the campus, meeting new people and 
remembering their names, preparing the se-
mester coursework for five different courses 
that I taught, wondering if I would be accept-
ed by the students, and so much more. I had 
hoped that Leeward would be a welcoming 
environment with supportive faculty and ad-
ministration. I found that my hopes were real-
ized and my fears were put to rest.

What are your expectations for your stu-
dents? I create an inclusive learning environ-
ment where all students are celebrated for 
their individuality and engaged in their pur-
suit of skills and strategies. I have high ex-
pectations that my students will successfully 
complete my classes and will gain knowledge 
that can be applied in their own classrooms 
when they become in-service teachers, edu-
cational assistants, or part-time teachers. 
I expect that if students have questions or 
concerns that they will contact me. I am al-
ways available to help in person, via e-mail or 
phone. All students can find success if they 
keep their eyes on their goal.

What advice would you give to new students? 
• If you are driving to campus, arrive well 

before your class time to ensure that you find 
a parking space, especially in the first month 
of the new semester.

• Get to know your professors. They are 
here to help you find success.

• Take part in the campus activities. There 
are many ways to be involved and feel con-
nected as a member of the campus commu-
nity.

• Set goals at the beginning of the semes-
ter. Write them down and post them.

Martel is coordinator of the Associate of Arts 
in Teaching program. In 2011, she was one of 
15 recipients to receive the University of Hawai‘i 
Regents’ Medal for Excellence in Teaching.

Kemuel DeMoville
What were your expectations when you 

started teaching at Leeward?  I was really ex-
cited to be teaching at Leeward. Up until then 
I had taught in New Zealand, but the Leeward 
job was the first time I would be teaching col-
lege in the U.S. 

It was a little intimidating at first, but ev-
eryone here has been extremely supportive 
and welcoming, so you’re immediately put at 
ease.

What are your expectations for your stu-
dents? What I expect from my students is 
the same thing every instructor expects: an 
open mind and a willingness to actively en-
gage with the material. What I want them to 
take away from my classes is an appreciation 
for the craft of theatre. Drama and theatre 
doesn’t just happen — there are a number 
of people collaborating on a show, and all of 
them contribute some kind of specialized ar-
tistic skill. You may never take another drama 
class in your life, but I want you to at least 
support theatre as an art form — and hope-
fully as an audience member.

What advice would you give to new stu-
dents? Sign up for drama classes. Or if not 
drama, then something that challenges you 
to explore the world differently. The point of 
college isn’t just to get a degree, but to get 
an education. Take advantage of all the dif-
ferent classes being offered here. You never 
know what may inspire you. But seriously: 
take more drama classes.

DeMoville has taught in the theatre depart-
ment at Leeward since 2011. He holds an M.F.A 
in playwriting from UH Mānoa, and is currently 
working (from a distance) on his PhD in syncret-
ic theatre at Victoria University of New Zealand. 
He  has been arrested in Brazil for (allegedly) 
trying to steal the crown jewels, was deported 
from New Zealand, rode an elephant through 
the jungles of Thailand, and performed in a  tra-
ditional jingju (Beijing opera). As a playwright 
his work has won numerous awards, and has 
been produced all over the U.S.



www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao           25

learning commons opens its doors 
Writer: Leimaile Guerrero  
Photographer: Ethan Hubbard

With the scent of sweet maile lei and a traditional blessing, the 
new Learning Commons opened its doors to the campus. The three-
story building that once housed Leeward Community College’s li-
brary has been upgraded to a more modern and user-friendly hub 
for students to gather and utilize a variety of services. 

 “It will better service the students,” Leeward Chancellor Manny 
Cabral said after the blessing ceremony held on July 25. “It is more 
welcoming with services that are easier to access.”

Many offices once spread across campus are now housed in the 
Learning Commons. Every sector is clearly marked, making it easier 
to navigate for both new and veteran students alike. Construction 
work began in late 2011 and wrapped up over the summer.

The base level of the Learning Commons houses a new and more 
visible testing center and computer lab. The updated facility with 
brand new furniture provides enough space for students to spread 
out and to also accommodate overflow. Compass placement test-
ing is done here. 

On the second floor, students will be able to receive help with as-
signments and homework at the learning resource and writing cen-
ters. The study lounge, which includes a few private study cubbies 
and the library circulation desk, are also on the same floor. A new 
coffee shop, to be run by Kimo Bean coffee, is also in the making for 
students who need a caffeine kick. Students with special learning 
needs will be able to access the Kako‘o ‘Ike office. Its entry is just to 
the right of the second floor main entrance that faces the parking 
lot.

By adding a food area, Cabral believes it will be “an environment 
where students would want to stay.”

The library is now located on the third floor. A new feature is iPads 
will be available for student use. The library consolidated its books 
and services to the third floor when construction work began.

 “When I was an undergraduate, I definitely spent a lot of time at 
the library,” Cabral said. “But back then it was a traditional library 
where you had to be quiet. This new area is much more open and 
welcoming. If I had this around when I was a student, I’d probably 
live here.”

FALL HOURS
LIBRARY (second and third floors)
Mon-Thur 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Fri 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER (second floor)
Mon-Thur 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tue-Wed 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. (by ap-

pointment only). Fri 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

WRITING CENTER (second floor)
Mon-Thur 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tue-Wed 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. (by appoint-

ment only). Fri 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

KI (second floor)
Mon-Thur 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 
COMPUTER LAB (first floor)
Mon-Thur 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Fri 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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from page 13

Oyster card, or a card that can be loaded with money, and every time it was 
used, it just deducts the money out of an ‘account’. The trains were surpris-
ingly clean and each train had a few cars that were specifically set aside 
for those who wanted a quiet atmosphere. It was truly a way of life for a 
lot of Londoners. The train ride home was a time to read the paper, finish a 
novel, make dinner plans, or do some work. It was amazing how easy it was 
to just hop on a train to get to some of the other towns, making tourism a 
breeze. The trains were punctual, sometimes too punctual for my taste, as I 
missed one or two during my stay. This punctuality made it easy to attend 
events and make plans. Web sites and message boards at the stations kept 
passengers aware of any delays or changes as well as times of departure. 
It was a very fluid system that sought to cater to the needs of the travelers 
and made exploring London both easy and affordable.

That being said, in order for a transportation system to truly unite an 
area, it has to be well-maintained, punctual, convenient, accessible, and 
cost-efficient. If the rail on O‘ahu had these attributes, it could strengthen 
the communities on O‘ahu by making transportation cheaper and faster, it 
could create more jobs-those directly related to the rail itself, as well as all 
of the jobs affiliated with the industry and if it was available in most places 
on the Island, it could really cut down on the amount of traffic that we all 
experience. If a rail is going to be introduced to O‘ahu, it needs to be an 
efficient one, and then it could be considered ‘progress’. 

Image—Proposed Honolulu rail route map. Courtesy of Honolulu Authority 
for Rapid Transportation
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topic: Top 40 Music

Answer online at www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao

Save a life. Don’t Drive HoMe buzzeD. 
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How Pinteresting!
Users “pin” their interests on social networking site

By Missy Trippett

Pinterest is a social networking site where 
users can share or “pin” images that interest 
and inspire from around the Internet. 

Developed in 2009 and launched to Beta 
in 2010, Pinterest has reached the 10-mil-
lion member mark faster than any other so-
cial media site and is still being noted as the 
fastest growing social networking site.

Late last year, I had my first encounter 
with Pinterest through a friend. While hang-
ing out at her house, she started talking 
about some pictures she stumbled upon 
while perusing the Internet. She kept men-
tioning that she had put them on her Pinter-
est, and proceeded to log on and show me 
a few of her boards. At the time, I did not 
recognize how oddly unique the site was 
compared to the other social networking 
sites that have been popular. At first glance, 
Pinterest seems to lack the profile aspect of 
Myspace and Facebook, the quick messag-
ing style of Twitter, and the personal pho-
tosharing of sites and apps like Flickr and 
Instagram. However I was about to find out 
just how personal Pinterest can get.

It wasn’t until a few months after my first 
taste of Pinterest that I actually became in-

terested in using it. I requested an invite, 
and started learning how to navigate my 
way around. The set up is actually incredibly 
simple — see something you like on the In-
ternet? Use the “Pin It!” button to assign it to 
a themed “board”, and you’re done! Think of 
it like bookmarking, but instead of the en-
tire site being bookmarked, it’s just the indi-
vidual image or video that you like.

I quickly began pinning memes and fun-
ny pictures to a board I entitled, “They see 
me trollin’, they hatin’”, and soon had over 50 
images shared. As my board grew, I began 
to realize the genius of Pinterest’s design. 
In a single board, I had unknowingly stock-
piled a collection of images expressing my 
own unique sense of humor. Much like on 
Facebook, other users can view “like” or “re-
pin” the images in my board, thus connect-
ing like-minded people, all without direct 
communication. 

After exhausting my interest in my humor 
board, I began exploring the boards of oth-
er users. Pinterest can be viewed through 
several different filters which include see-
ing only those members who you’ve chosen 
to “follow” (think Twitter) and “everything” 

which updates every time someone pins a 
new image or video. What I found proved 
to be one of the most significant time eat-
ers in my life; there were recipes, clothing 
ideas, hair-do tutorials, and do-it-yourself 
projects. I pinned and categorized for what 
seemed like minutes, only to return to real-
ity after huge chunks of time had passed, 
bleary eyed with my mind in a frenzy.

 There was so much to do! I could turn 
milk cartons into watering cans, unused jars 
into fairy lanterns, and storage crates into a 
couch! Where would I begin? How would I 
begin? There were supplies to gather, ac-
tivity spaces to be cleared, and work to be 
done.

As it turns out, I have yet to create a brand 
new set of living room furniture made from 
papier-mâché and discarded wooden pal-
lets. While my DIY board is full of wonder-
ful and completely do-able ideas, Pinterest 
has done little for my procrastinating ways. 
I have done a few things as a result of the 
things I’ve seen on Pinterest —  hair and nail 
ventures have been made, and I am now the 
proud owner of my very own container gar-
den; however, I would advise those who are 
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new to Pinterest to practice restraint when 
compiling your own DIY projects. If you 
aren’t a “do-it-yourselfer” by nature, chances 
are you don’t want to rush out and try any 
projects requiring new purchases as you 
probably won’t get around to doing them 
any time soon.

After only a few weeks, I had quite the 
collection of themed boards. I had a board 

for everything under the sun. I even had a 
board for wedding ideas and I wasn’t even 
engaged! Pinterest Fever had definitely 
gotten a hold of me, and when the fever 
eventually broke, I was left looking at what 
I had created; through my regular surfing 
of the internet and liberal use of the “Pin 
It!” button, I had recreated my personality 
through pictures, organized it into catego-

ries, and made it available to anyone on the 
World Wide Web. While there is no “personal 
profile” section of Pinterest, the entirety 
of the site is each user’s virtual scrapbook 
of thoughts, feelings, attitudes, and inter-
ests. I began to realize that Pinterest is not 
just a place to share random findings from 
the ‘net, it’s also a fascinating collection of 
minds celebrating the art of self-expression.



30     KA MANA‘O

Writer: Andrew Outwater

Summer is one of those movie seasons 
where people usually go for the big block-
busters. Summer movies are all about being 
big, loud, and fast. Now that summer’s com-
ing to an end, it’s about time for a change 
of pace. While the theatres are still pushing 
out some of the move exciting movies of 
the year (with “The Dark Knight Rises” being 
either the biggest or second biggest movie 
of the year), here are some movies to slow 
things down a bit.

“The People vs. George Lucas”
George Lucas remains one of the most 

interesting people of all time. As the cre-
ator of “Star Wars,” he has created one of the 
most successful and well-known legacies 
of all time. He was one of the most beloved 
and iconic filmmakers of all time only to be-

come of the most hated people in a matter 
of years. This documentary chronicles the 
journey that fans went through with the 
Star Wars franchise. This documentary takes 
the point of views of fans and fellow film-
makers who grew up with and dedicated 
themselves to the series. It also brings up 
questions on why fans hate him so much. Is 
it unreasonable for the fans to hate a film-
maker for changing his own films, his own 
art?” Yet, it also shows the other side of 
things. The people who still love Lucas and 
support him despite the large amount of 
hate that he has received. 

What’s great about the documentary is 
that it delves into the passion that the fans 
have. How George was able to create such 
love, and how people became so attached 
to a movie. People were more than just 
emotionally attached to these movies. And 
even at the end, it flips it around and ques-

tions if the fans really have the right to at-
tack George Lucas for everything that he’s 
done that they don’t like. 

“Troll 2”
Why would I be recommending what 

is said to be one of the worst movies of 
all time? Several reasons, actually. First, I 
find that for aspiring filmmakers, watching 
bad movies is a great learning experience. 
You can see what doesn’t work, and why it 
doesn’t work without having to make those 
mistakes yourself. It sometimes is more ef-
fective than watching well-made films and 
trying to recreate it. 

Second, the movie is one of the most 
entertaining terrible movies of all time. In 
fact, “Troll 2” had a documentary released 
in 2010 because of the huge cult following 
that this movie has gained over the years. 

Lastly, what I love about this film is why 

netflix picks
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it was made. The director’s wife has a few 
friends become vegetarians, and that annoys 
her. So, she writes this movie. Ridiculous, I 
know. And the movie that became of that is 
even more so. 

This is a must-watch for people who get a 
kick out of bad movies. 

“Everything Must Go”
I’m not a huge Will Farrell fan. He’s very hit-

or-miss for me. While I do love him in movies 
like “Zoolander,” “Elf,” and, “Anchorman,” he 
can easily cross over from funny to annoy-
ing, like in “The Other Guys,” and “Land of the 
Lost.” He’s known for being that abrasive, ob-
noxious, man-child. But honestly, that’s when 
I like him the least. He’s a very capable actor 
who doesn’t get too many chances to really 
move beyond his typecast. He did it once 
before with “Stranger Than Fiction,” which I 
really liked. However, that movie didn’t sell 

very well, so he hasn’t really gotten a chance 
to do it again. Then “Everything Must Go” 
comes out. A movie about a guy who’s fired 
from his job, his wife leaves him, he’s locked 
out of his house with all of his stuff on the 
lawn, his car is taken away, credit cards cut 
off, and his cell phone service disconnected. 
So, he has a yard sale. 

It’s definitely not Farrell’s funniest movie, 
but it’s one where Farrell can actually do 
more than be annoying. I always like sug-
gesting this film, and “Stranger Than Fiction,” 
to Farrell fans, or people who can’t stand him, 
to show them a different side to him. 

“Buried”
When I first heard “Ryan Reynolds in a box 

for 90 minutes,” I thought, “how is this go-
ing to make an interesting movie?” I mean 
I do like Ryan Reynolds. He’s got a certain 
type of charisma to him that’s enjoyable 

to watch. But it’s hard to maintain interest 
when you got one actor in a box for a long 
stretch of time. I mean, look at “Phone Booth.” 
That didn’t even take place just in a phone 
booth, and it still bored most the people who 
watched it. What “Buried” does is make the 
entire movie just Ryan Reynolds in a box, and 
somehow makes it a very intense film. There 
were still problems I had with the movie, but 
it’s a movie that is worth checking out, even if 
just on a technical level. The cinematography 
was astounding. They think of so many dif-
ferent shots that really show off how creative 
the director of photography and director are. 
The story was driven by Reynolds great per-
formance and the intensity of the film draws 
almost entirely from him in this awful situ-
ation. While the ending may not please all, 
the movie is innovative enough to make the 
viewing worthwhile. 

The documentary “The People vs. George Lucas” chronicles fans of “Star Wars.” Courtesy photo.
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You Gave Us Life With All Your Love 

And Never Left Our Side 

You Laughed 

You Cried 

And Gave All Yours 

Just To Satisfy 

 

You Never Left And Stayed Each Day 

When You Know Who Just Walked Away 

You Fought And Strived  

To Stay Alive 

But Made It Through To Strengthen Your Pride 

 

You’ve Made Mistakes 

But Held Your Own 

You Mend The Balance Of The Ungrown 

You Are Strong Within 

And Delivered No Sin 

Good Karma Is Within The Bottom Of The Bin 

 

You Have Our Respect 

And Our Love That Never Ends 

There Is Not Much More You Need To Comprehend 

You Are Truly The Goddess That We Call Mother 

We Couldn’t Imagine Having Anyone Other 

 

We Love You, Mom 

With All Our Heart And Soul 

We Now Realize How Much It’s Taken Its Toll  

Now Take A Break And Sometime To Refresh 

We’ll Be Waiting When You’re Ready To Return To This Mess 

We love you, Mom
Submitted by Danielle Morris

STUDENT SHOWCASE 
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“Are we going?” I asked as I stood up and grabbed my heavy 
winter jacket.

My simple question forced my mom and two aunties to 
quickly sit up. They were all dozing off after filling their stom-
achs with a late lunch. 

I gently nudged my husband, who was fast asleep on the 
worn out tatami mat. I knew he was tired and nauseous from 
the five-hour bus ride from Tokyo, but we only had a few hours 
to spare. 

After everyone had gotten ready, we headed towards the 
back of the house to my aunt’s old minivan. I looked across the 
spacious backyard, which consisted of my grandpa’s storage 
and farm. Everything was how I remembered it to be; tools and 
machines scattered all over the open, hand-made storehouse 
and the same plants sprouting from the same dry ground. I 
couldn’t help but to think that he was still here, going about his 
daily routine. 

“It’s like he’s here,” my mom said softly. 
“I know, right?” I responded, inadvertently.
“Wait, you felt it too?”
I nodded, indicating that I had felt grandpa’s presence.
“He’s really happy you’re here,” my mom said.
This was the first time I visited Fukushima after my grandpa 

had passed away a little over a year ago. He passed away two 
weeks before I had planned to visit Japan. I was aware that he 
was battling cancer for several years, but I had hoped that I 
would be able see him one last time. 

I didn’t know my grandpa very well. Unlike my grandma, who 
loves to talk and gossip, he didn’t say unnecessary things. Every 
time my family and I visited, my grandpa would quietly listen to 
our conversations, watching over us with warm eyes. 

My grandpa always kept himself busy, whether it was work-
ing on the farm, cleaning the yard, or fixing things. He could 
pretty much do anything, and I admired him for that.

Being his only granddaughter, I knew I had a special place 
in his heart. Although we’ve never really talked or spent time 
together, I could feel the unconditional love he had for me.

As we stepped out of the car, we were welcomed by a cold 
gust of wind. After zipping up my jacket and wrapping my neck 
with a black knit scarf, I carefully walked over the thin layer of 
melting snow, slowly making my way towards the grave. Not 
only was this my first time visiting my grandpa’s grave, but this 
was also my first time at the family grave. Or at least from what I 
can remember. 

The cemetery lay beside a small temple a few blocks away 

from my grandparent’s house. Grave stones were lined up in 
perfectly straight lines, divided into square plots for each fam-
ily. A massive stone stood right in the middle, with our family 
name, “Kikuchi”, neatly engraved into it in kanji. I always felt 
uncomfortable near Japanese temples and grave sites, but this 
was the one time I was able to cast those feelings aside. 

 “These chips and cracks are from the earthquake,” my mom 
explained, gazing at the stone. For a moment, she reflected on 
the Great Tohoku Earthquake that took place last March and 
added, “The earthquake knocked it over, along with many of the 
other stones here.”

I scanned my surroundings and noticed how much the earth-
quake had affected the area. At that instant, it struck me that 
my grandpa was really gone. He wasn’t here to experience the 
devastating earthquake and the aftermath of the disasters. 

My aunts brushed past me and started to cleanse the grave 
by pouring cold water over the stone and clearing the old, dried 
flowers that lay beneath it. Meanwhile, my mom prepared and 
placed a new bundle of flowers. It almost seemed as if it was a 
part of their daily routine. 

Taken aback by it all, I just stood there beside my husband 
with my arms crossed and observed their actions. I had no idea 
what to do until my aunt walked up to me and handed me the 
burning incense. 

I looked over to my mom, who was signaling me to place the 
incense beneath the stone. I hastily made my way over, plan-
ning to say a little prayer in respect.

“I’m sorry it took so long,” I whispered as tears welled up my 
eyes. Those were the only words I could find within me. 

I turned around to find my husband standing directly behind 
me. He knew I was overwhelmed with emotion, and he grasped 
my cold hands as a sign of comfort. 

“It’s okay,” he said in a tender voice.
I lowered and raised my head slightly, letting him know that 

I was okay.
As soon as we were done paying our respects, we rushed 

back to the car to shelter ourselves from the wind. Immediately, 
my mom and aunties started chatting away, not noticing that 
I still felt uneasy about the whole ordeal. I couldn’t help but to 
drown them out and fill my head with memories of my grandpa. 

Whether or not I had accepted my grandpa’s death, that’s 
something only time will tell.  

Grandpa’s Grave
Submitted by Akiko Kahue-Burrows

STUDENT SHOWCASE 
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It was a cool 70 degrees in the morning.  I woke up to the smell 
of cooking rice down stairs, smelling ono as can be.  When doing 
my daily routine, my stomach was feeling hungry, excited and 
nervous at once.  I started to get in my white clothes.  My girl 
friend, Kristy, warned me to pack not too good of clothes and 
make sure that they were light colored because of all of the flour.  
And here comes my girlfriend, making sure that I was up and 
telling me to hurry my butt up because we were going to start 
pounding soon. 

So I hurried and said, “Okay.”
Then I ran down stairs so I would not miss the first pound of the 

mochi and first pound I ever saw in my life.   Not knowing what 
to expect and what to do, I stood right by the door watching all 
of the aunties running around getting everything together so 
we all could start pounding.  The one uncle that was there at the 
time, Uncle Don, Kristy’s mom’s brother, asked me to help him 
put a batch of hot, steaming cooked rice into the usu.  Because 
I didn’t know what an usu is, he told me to hold the cover from 
the steamer.  He showed me what the usu is, a 75-pound or more 
solid piece of stone which is kind of narrow at the bottom and 
gets wider at the top.  Also at the top is a ten inch opening in 
which uncle Don poured the rice.  The way to move the heavy 
stone is by rolling it on its side, and it usually takes two people to 
do that just to be safe.  

As 7:30 a.m. came around in Hilo, Uncle Don, Kristy, Bryson, 
and Uncle Burt, and I came at that time, ready to pound away at 
a hundred year old house where they have held the family tradi-
tion.  Once Uncle Don approved the rice was ready and poured 
it in the usu, we all started to mash it with either a mallet or a 
poking stick.  We put in hard work early in the morning breaking 
a sweat just poking and mashing the rice so it becomes one big 
ball of bumpy mashed potatoes.  We mashed it first because if we 
didn’t, then when we started to pound it with the mallets, the rice 
will fly all over the place and we don’t want to waste all of the pre-
cious rice.  As I was mashing the rice, I took a deep breath in and 
took in the smell of the fresh cooked rice, making me even more 
hungry, and I just wanted to started eating it like that instead of 
turning it into mochi.

When the flipper or Uncle Burt flipped the rice he said, “Mash a 
little more.  Then we’ll star to pounding soon.”

So once again we started to mash the hot rice until it was ready 
to flip.  

When Uncle Burt said, “Two men pound,” Kristy and her brother 
Bryson grabbed the mallets and got ready for the first pound of 
the day.  As they both lined up and got ready to hit, not knowing 
what to expect, they start to alternate hitting the rice. 

“Boom, boom, boom, boom,“ alternating blow after blow for 
seven to nine times each hitting the rice. Once Kristy hit the first 
pound, my heart pounded a little frighteningly and the whole 
green hundred year old house shook. After that first set, Kristy 
and Brysen wet the mallets in a tub full of cool water so that the 
mochi won’t get stuck on the mallet and get wasted.  That helped 
cut back on cleaning the mallet.  

Hearing Uncle Burt say, “Two men,” Kristy and Brysen took their 
mallets out of the water and got ready to start pounding again.  
Once again, I was hearing and feeling the house and heart pound-
ing.  

Uncle Burt said, “Rest.”
Kristy and Brysen gasped, breathing a little hard.
I was just watching, and then I heard Aunty Gail, Kristy’s mom, 

say, “Brysen, let Reyn try and pound with Kristy.” 
My heart was beating faster and faster and my hands getting 

clammy and nervous for the first pound I ever did.  I grabbed dif-
ferent mallets, feeling the different weights and grabbing the one 
that felt like the one.  Lining up to hit the mocha and not knowing 
how to stand, I stood however it felt comfortable to me, with my 
left foot forward and grabbing the mallet with right hand on the 
top.  I tapped the mochi lightly so that I could judge my distance 
from the usu.  Doing all of that and also thinking to myself, “What-
ever you do, don’t miss the hole on the top.”  That will not be a 
good thing.  

Kristy said, “Are you ready?” 
I replied, “Sure!”  But all that I am thinking about is hitting the 

middle of the usu.
Kristy came up and around, slamming the mallet hard in the 

mochi.  Once she hit, I’m cranking up and ready to slam the mochi, 
still with the thought “Do not miss, do not miss!”  The momentum 
is coming and “Slam.”  Right in the middle.  I had no time to admire 
the hit; I took the mallet out and raised it up to get ready to hit it 
again.  

“Boom, boom,” we went.  
Having fun I got lost in the moment.  Next thing I notice Uncle 

Burt saying, “Rest.” 
I went to the water to wet the mallet and do it again.  
When it looked smooth, Uncle Burt said, “One man.”
The first one person was Kristy.  I’m still learning what to do dur-

ing the one person, so I didn’t do the one man.  During this stage, 
Kristy will pound with a rhythm.  And the gutsy flipper Uncle Burt 
flips the mochi after Kristy hits, so the mochi gets pounded evenly 
and becomes smooth.  

With still about twelve more batches to pound, we keep pound-
ing away.  All five of us keep on pounding away.  

When 8 a.m. came around, the rest of Kristy’s family came to join 
in the pounding.  

Just taking everything in and experiencing as much as I can 
and as more and more of the family came, I started to pound less.  
Also there for their first time were Travis and Todd, Kristy’s cousins’ 
boyfriends.  

As I stood and watched, Travis and Nicole pounded.  Travis did 
the same thing as me; our first hit was a little soft, just to get the 
feeling, and then after that hit, pounding got harder and harder.  
At the end of their set, the house was shaking a little.  

Just One Pound
Submitted by Reyn Sugitaya
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As the pounding went on throughout the day, more family 
members came and joined in.  I kept on pounding and pound-
ing away, not noticing how much I was getting addicted to 
pounding.   I rested to let the other family members pound and 
have fun.  While resting for quite a while, I started to tighten up.  
Then all the pain caught up and started to make me suffer.   

I told myself Damn why does my back have to start hurting 
now just when I was going to pound again?  Dumb me, I still 
grabbed the mallet and got ready to pound some more batches 
because it was so much fun.  So I started to pound.  The pain 
wasn’t too bad on the first swing, but towards the fifth or sixth 
hit, it started to pinch, so I told myself You can’t stop or else 
you’ll mess up the rhythm, so push through it.  So that’s what 
I did.  Not even half of the batches were done, yet I started to 
get sore like I’m old or something.  So I tried to stretch it out 
whenever I wasn’t doing anything so I can feel better and do 
some more pounding.  

So instead of pounding the mochi, I decided to help the 
ladies in the side room and learn how to master the form of 
forming and rolling the mochi so it could be bagged.  

When I walked in the side room where they were working, 
everyone turned and greeted me and made room on the table 
for me to learn.  Once I got to the table, no one really showed 
how to do it.  I just watched everyone else and tried to imitate 
what they were doing.  

At the table there were different thing to do there: There’s the 
cranker and cutter, and also there’s the flattener and the fillers.  

The first job I did was to make just the plain one, just to get 
used to forming the mochi.  After doing some, the aunties that 
were in the room said to me, “You’re hired.”

I thought to myself, Oh no is that a good thing or a bad thing.  
So I just laughed and continued to form the mochi.  I say after 
doing about 2 ish plain ones, I mastered it.  I moved on to filling 
the mochi with azuki beans, also known as red bean paste.  

So I grabbed a flattened mochi and make it a little wider so 
it is easier to put the filling in.  After I stretched it, I grabbed 
about a spoon full of the azuki bean and put in the middle of 
the mochi and wrapped the mochi so it would form a ball.  The 
only thing I did get was how to make the mochi look like there 
were no creases on the bottom so that it looked nice, Aunty 
Lynette from San Fran was doing one, so she taught me how to 
do it.  And the end, the product looks like a smaller version of a 
manapua.

After that, I got the hang of it and started to do some more.  
The aunties looked at the ones I did and told me, “Looks like you 
have been doing this forever.” 

I looked at the ones I made and didn’t think that they were 
that good.  I didn’t know if they were just being nice or they 
were serious, but I took the complement and said, “Thanks,” and 
continued forming the mochi.  

 

Oh, what immense fun

Drinking, laughing, and some games

Let’s get down tonight

Tonight we toast

Happy Birthday is what’s said

Twenty-one has come

Candles blowing out

Surprised unwrapped gifts

Birthday is magic

Thank you mom, for making me the person I am today!

Thank you mom, for making me a stronger person today!

Thank you mom, for always wanting to take care of me!

Thank you mom, for always supporting me no matter what!

Thank you mom, for always being there for me!

Thank you mom, for all your help!

Thank you mom, for sticking it out with me!

Thank you mom, for being the best!

Thank you mom, for being the number one mom!

Submitted by Kori Lee Yomes

21st Birthday Bash

Thank You!
Submitted by Cassie Ho

To submit your creative works, 
contact stanleyl@hawaii.edu
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@caaahlo@caaahlo jacob chu-hing @cherine_noelani

@Coolstorybexx@x3haleeeh@elenaboom @caaahlo

@cherine_noelani@_rina90_ @acfr3sh@itsalvinjayy

@_rina90_ jacob chu-hing@jbomb8jacob chu-hing

Instagram is one the most popular apps in the iTunes store. The app allows smartphone users to take photos on their phone, and then 
choose one of 11 filters to change the look of the photos. Filters can change the colors and mood of photos, make them black and white, 
or have borders applied to them. Each user (@username) can share photos publicly or privately with friends. Here are photos that Leeward 
students snapped with Instagram.
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i n s t a g r a m

_rina90_

@jbomb8

@itsalvinjayy@SUNKISSEDVAGABOND @ mahalo_friend@itsalvinjayy

@Domoflomo1@ mahalo_friend @SUNKISSEDVAGABOND@itsalvinjayy

@csatoko @cherine_noelani@jaycorray

@alohahawaii_808 @x3haleeeh
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from page 12
 

“well, most of them, anyway.” John, a retired 
man who is very knowledgeable about his-
tory of the United Kingdom said that one of 
his friends told him that “if you live in Amer-
ica long enough to wear out a pair of boots, 
you’ll never leave,” and apparently that’s 
true for Johns friend, because he still lives 
in Texas. Alice said that before she went to 
America, she thought it was country of “lei-
sure and relaxation” but when they lived in 
Texas for a few months she saw neighbor-
hoods that looked like developing coun-
tries. The conversation eventually slipped 
into politics, and I was left mulling over their 
comments.

On the last day of my Literature of Lon-
don class, we had a class discussion about 
what we thought about different aspects of 
London. I stated my anxiety over the Brit-
ish security not having any kind of firearms, 
and my professor stated that the American’s 
second amendment, declaring our right 
to bear arms, “terrifies us Brits”. One of the 
students in the program who was initially 
from Darjeeling, India, but for the last four 
years has been living in Boston, expressed 
his frustrations at people’s disbelief when 
he tells them he is from the U.S. He wants 
to consider himself American, and he feels 
that Americans have been very helpful, “if 
it weren’t for some people, I wouldn’t still 
be here”, but he also said Americans can be 

very rude. We laughed and agreed that was 
true for most places.

In conclusion, we are to the few people 
I talked to, fat, friendly, obnoxious, materi-
alistic gun bearers that can be quite rude 
sometimes. I guess our sue-happy culture 
falls under obnoxious and rude. At the end 
of my four week program, I was sad to leave, 
but at that point I didn’t really care how peo-
ple viewed Americans; after eating baked 
beans and mushrooms for breakfast for four 
weeks, I was ready for a good old American 
breakfast with pancakes and eggs!

To learn more about study abroad opportu-
nities at Leeward, visit www.leeward.hawaii.
edu/studyabroad
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Answers online at www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao
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We Want You!
We’re looking for students who would like to join our staff. We have openings for 
writers, photographers, and graphic designers. Info: stanleyl@hawaii.edu or visit 
room AD-220A. 

Follow us 
www.Facebook.com/kamanao.leeward 
www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao
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