
1www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao

Ka Mana‘o
The Thought

L e e w a r d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e

Spring 2015

Pg. 14

Pg. 18

Pg. 22



2 Ka Mana’o

AD
Waipahu!

The People. The Place. The Stories.

A World Premiere! 
Written by Leeward Student 
Kirstyn Trombetta

Produced in Cooperation by PlayBuilders: A Hawaii Theater Company & The Leeward Theatre

April 23, 24 & 25 at 8pm.
Ticket Prices Range from $15-$25
Go to: 
http://LCCTheatre.hawaii.edu  
for more information
or call: (808) 455-0380
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Sign 
up  for Fall 

2015 classes NOW! See 
Betty Burdick for more 

information! 
808-455-0691

burdick@hawaii.edu
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For the first time in Ka Mana’o 
history, we decided to F things 
up. With featured articles like Fix-
ing UH Manoa, Freelancing, Fifty 
Shades, the Fringe Festival, Finding 
a Summer Job and feminism, it’s no 
wonder that the theme for this is-
sue is F. 

Freedom is a matter of perspec-
tive. God and guns, free speech 
and expression—these are the 
values that America was built 
upon. Yet currently, we have the 
most prisoners per capita and the 
highest prisoner populations. De-
spite being only 20 percent of the 
world’s population, America holds 
a quarter of the world’s prisoners. 
We beat China when it comes to in-
mates. The problem started when 
we decided to build prisons to 
fill instead of trying to keep them 
empty. 

Fixing America’s industrial 
prison complex is related to many 
problems in our society today. The 
majority of persons in prison con-
sist of minority groups and whites 
who commit the same crimes as 
blacks end up serving 20 percent 
less time in jail. Institutional rac-
ism is here and it sometimes feels 
like people are drinking diet racism 
soda, oblivious to the damage be-
ing done. Through my journey at 
Leeward, I’ve been a part of human 
rights activism and joined crowds 
of people holding signs that read 
“Black Lives Matter.” I’ve been ac-
cused of hating white people and 
I’ve lost friends for holding such 
unpopular viewpoints. It gets frus-
trating when people refuse to see 
what, to me, is clearly there. 

 

Finally, freedom is for everyone and 
there is a certain level of liberty to 
each story. By “everyone,” I mean it 
doesn’t matter race, gender or sex-
uality a person is. It doesn’t matter 
if this person has done something 
the law system deems wrong, 
like smoke pot, they should be 
shunned from society completely. 
There is a choice to be made in 
each story, carefully dealing with 
Leeward issues and beyond. Col-
lege is supposed to arm us with the 
education to break down walls that 
political parties built for us. Edu-
cate, learn and act upon the knowl-
edge for change. That’s freedom. 
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Don’t be a hater

People either love or hate Nickelback.

Those who troll Nickelback are haters, 
and calling them sellouts is just another 
way of saying that they make money. Nick-
elback gets to party, make the big bucks, 
and have sex with hot ladies—including 
but not limited to Avril Lavigne. They’re a 
bunch of Canadians who play music that is 
simple yet catchy, and anyone with a week’s 
worth of practice can play most of their mu-
sic on a guitar.

Nickelback haters tend to know all of 
their music. Ask them what songs they hate 
and they’d probably sing them out of spite. 
The haters wish they could be rock stars. 
They don’t want to look at that photograph.  

M I X E D  P L AT E
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Pulsar’s gravity bends light out of view

Astronomers at the Arecibo Observatory in 
Puerto Rico determined that a recently discov-
ered pulsar star’s mysterious appearance five 
years ago was due to the extreme gravity and 
motion of the star.

Dr. Joeri van Leeuwen announced his find-
ings at the 225th meeting of the American As-
tronomical Society this month, with his initial 
impressions: “It was strange because that part of 
the sky’s been surveyed lots of times and then 
something really bright and new appears.” 

The pulsar was soon discovered to have a 
companion star, locked in a binary orbit and 
completing circuits around each other in merely 
four hours—the fastest orbit ever recorded. 
The gravity and motion of the binary stars is so 
powerful that the system is bending space-time 
around itself and causing the pulsar to wobble, 
temporarily making the pulsar invisible for ran-
dom periods of time to observers on Earth.

And I am an alcoholic

“BoJack Horseman,” one of of Netf-
lix’s newest shows, takes comedy to a 
new level by addressing serious issues 
through slapstick humor. It’s risky but it 
works.

This animated sitcom revolves around 
anthropomorphic animal BoJack Horse-
man (Will Arnett), a talking horse who 
was once the star of hit 90s sitcom “Hors-
in’ Around.” The now washed-up celebri-
ty maintains a superiority complex after 
being in the clutches of Hollywood for 
so long. This jerk is desperate to make 
people love him again.

To regain his stardom BoJack hires 
ghostwriter Diane Ngyuen (Allison Brie) 
to write his “best-selling” memoir.

“BoJack Horseman” is not just another 
adult cartoon. It’s quirky and deep all at 
the same time. Despite being a comedy 
“BoJack Horseman” explores issues such 
as depression, insecurity and substance 
abuse.

The first season premiered on Aug. 
22, 2014 with 12 episodes and the sec-
ond season is set to appear in 2015. 
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Leeward Community College student Ma-
rie-Fuillen Guillermo joined KASAMA to learn 
more about Filipino culture and history.

“I think the number one way to do that is to 
actually involve yourself into the community 
and KASAMA is one of the outlets in where 
you can just go out and serve. And KASAMA 
does just that and more,” Guillermo said.

Although a majority of their membership 
consists of Filipino studies students taught by 
professor and KASAMA adviser Raymund Li-
ongson, according to KASAMA President Felix 
Galicinao Jr., anyone can join. 

“KASAMA is actually a Filipino word mean-
ing friend, buddy, and comrade and has a 
more profound meaning, much like ohana, 
one that we would like to incorporate to our 
students to learn and observe,” Liongson said.

“When I joined KASAMA, it was the same 
time that typhoon Haiyen swept through 
the philippines. The members of KASAMA, at 
the time, wanted to do their part and aid the 
victims of the typhoon. With no leader at the 
time to take charge of this project, the mem-
bers voted me as president to take the initia-
tive. Afterward, we decided to come up with 
other ways to not only aid the filipino com-
munity but also to represent our culture and 
share this unique culture to others” Galicianao 
said.

 Since its re-establishment in 2013, KASA-
MA has participated in various activities on 
and off campus to unite the Filipino commu-
nity and share their culture with people here 
in Hawaii. 

When Typhoon Haiyan swept the Philip-
pines in late 2013,  KASAMA students collabo-

rated together and organized a relief fund-
raiser for the victims. “And they did that before 
Manoa did. After we did something, it inspired 
them to do something as well,” Liongson said.

“We are not just talking about a small area 
where our students are being exposed to. Not 
only are we experiencing cultural history but 
leadership, and I am really impressed with 
what they do,” Liongson said. “Not many peo-
ple know what they do. For one thing, many 
of these activities are not only within the cam-
pus, but they have actually gone out of cam-
pus and are impacting a lot of Filipinos here. 
And when the Filipino community around Ha-
waii (has) an event going on, they call us. We 
are there, KASAMA is there.” 

Throughout the year, KASAMA has done 
numerous activities that showcased filipino 
culture. During the filipino heritage month in 
October, KASAMA had invited various com-
munity organizations to participate in inter-
talent events here at Leeward, in which they 
participated in an array of events from open 
mic to more exotic activities such as balut 
eating contests. Other events include partici-
pating in the annual discovery fair here at lee-
ward. Events such as 3 dimensional jeepney 
puzzles to other games were made, making 
a more interactive way for people, but most 
importantly children, to learn more about fili-
pino culture.

Moreover, KASAMA coordinates system-
wide cultural conferences with all Hawaiian 
college including those outside of Oahu. The 
students meet at the Leeward theater. 

“Our students here at Leeward in the KASA-
MA program not only provide leadership for 
themselves but for the system as a whole,” Li-
ongson said. 

Other events include protests and rallies 
on filipino social issues. This past January, 
KASAMA members participated in protests 
regarding a controversial issues. Such issues 
include the construction of condominiums 
behind a filipino national monument known 
as the Rizal Monument in Manilla, Philippines. 
KASAMA, moreover, participates in various 
other annual rallies such as the Martin Luther 
King Jr. parade.

“What these students learn from activities 
such as these are so that they feel that they 
are part of a bigger community and to feel 
that they show the responsibility for others. It 
is a very educational opportunity for them to 
be part of, but most importantly interact and 
contribute to a bigger world,”  Liongson said. 

From these experiences, President Felix 
Galicianao not only learned more about his 
culture, but gained a newfound appreciation 
of filipino heritage. 

“Before I was ashamed and embarrassed of 
my culture,” Galicianao said. “It would be to the 
point where I would deny the fact if someone 
told me if I understand tagalog, or the filipino 
dialect, when in fact I can. After joining KASA-
MA and learning the unique history and cul-
ture that we filipinos have, I grew an unfath-
omable appreciation and love for my culture. 
And as president and a member of KASAMA, 
I want to share this appreciation with other 
filipinos as well.”

ADVISER: Professor Raymund Liongson
ROOM: GT-214
EMAIL: liongson@hawaii.edu

Filipino power at Leeward
Story and Photo by Ryan Sims

N E W S
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Fresh Fitness
Equipment
Photos by Ikika Anderson & Almendro Fernandez

Fitness equipment was installed on 
campus earlier this school year. The 
equipment is located behind the cafete-
ria and faces the automotive building.  
The equipment is also next to the fitness 
trail that just opened. The trail and equip-
ment will allow students and faculty the 
opportunity to work out during the day.
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BY: CHANCE NAKAZATO | PHOTOS BY: CARA AHN

Theatre 
Renovations towards the campus theatre 

will allow Leeward to continue providing a 
cultured and creative atmosphere to the com-
munity.

“To really put things in different areas of the 
campus, to put things in different areas of the 
city and the surrounding area. To have those 
performing arts ‘leak out’ into the surrounding 
community and then hopefully, when the the-
atre opens back up, kind of like the tide, it will 
pull them back in,” theatre manager Kemuel 
DeMoville said.

Forty-one years ago, the dream of having a 
facility dedicated to the major performing arts 
on the Leeward Coast of Oahu was realized. 
Since 1974, the Leeward Theatre has housed 
over 2.4 million people, spectators and partici-
pants for events.

To help commemorate its 40th anniversary, 
the theatre is projected to start renovations 
on July 1. This facility requires a wide range of 
equipment and resources to function and ac-
commodate all staff, performers and patrons. 
Renovations are looking to take one to two 
years.

Renovation Background
Theatre manager Kemuel DeMoville hinted 

that, due to the theatre’s age, most of the reno-

vations will deal with functionality and safety 
rather than aesthetics.

“The theatre is 40 years old. Its roof leaks 
whenever it rains, the basement floods… 
where all the classes are. There’s times when 
the roof is leaking so bad that you have water 
running down the electrical pipes and through 
the lights… ” DeMoville said.

Since 1974, the American Disabilities Act 
(ADA) has changed its safety code and one 
change deals with handicap seating areas.

“Right now, our handicap seating is all kind 
of jammed into one area. It’ll kind of be spread 
out. Now, the law reads ‘no, it needs to be 
equal access.’ If someone wants to sit up front, 
they have the ability to sit up front. If they want 
to sit in the middle, they can sit in the middle. 
We’re not forcing someone who is differently 
abled in some way to be kind of a second-class 
citizen,” DeMoville said.

As for structural changes, the biggest modi-
fication will involve the box office. Currently 
located at the front of the theatre, it will be 
relocated to a more accessible area.

“If you’re kind of looking where that box of-
fice is now—you see the stairs? There will be 
a box office on one of the stairs, between the 
stairs and the new (education) building and a 

snack bar on the other set of stairs…,” DeMo-
ville said.

By moving the box office to the stairs, acces-
sibility for both patrons and staff will improve.

New signage saying ʻLeeward Theatre’ will 
also be added to the facility’s staircase en-
trance, enhancing accessibility.

“So it’s not what they call a ‘sexy’ renovation, 
where its like, ‘oh, we’re getting a whole new 
this’, but there are some things that are going 
to change and they’ll help with efficiency and 
making it a little more easy to access for peo-
ple on campus.” DeMoville said

With safety being the primary concern for 
the renovations, maintenance involving pro-
duction equipment and aesthetic changes will 
come later.

Funding

Through the efforts of Leeward CC’s chan-
cellor Manuel Cabral, vice chancellor Mark 
Lane and the surrounding community, the 
legislature saw the theatre’s contributions to 
the community, thereby approving requests 
for funding.

“The state (legislature) is looking at every-

FACE-LIFTING THE

N E W S
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thing in the state … For me, I’m just looking at 
this building saying ‘come on, guys, we need 
something’ so it’s a different scope. The state 
and legislature might say ‘yes, the theatre’s 
important’ and it’s been on one of their top 10 
lists for the last five years ever since we pro-
posed it,” DeMoville said.

The state legislature 
agreed to an 8 million 
dollar budget after the 
initial blueprints were 
developed in 2010. Five 
years later, the costs of 
labor, construction and 
building materials have 
gone up and DeMoville 
mentioned that the pre-
vious budget has already 
increased by 1 to 2 million 
dollars.

“So a lot of the meet-
ings that we’re having right now (are) trying 
to figure out what are the number one prior-
ity things, what are the number two prior-
ity things or the number three priority things. 
Then kind of having an idea of where it’s like, 
‘well, if we don’t do this, how much money 
will we save so that we can do this and maybe 
trade that for this,’” DeMoville said.

Traveling Performances
A number of performing arts at Leeward CC, 

like the guitar and choir program, partner with 
the theatre to showcase their productions to 

the community. When the theatre closes for 
renovations, a separate venue will have to be 
utilized and productions may require downsiz-
ing.

“... So in the past, things like the guitar con-
cert usually it’s an audience of about 80 to 100 

people, so that’s a smaller event. We could 
host something like that in the presentation 
room in the (education) building or we could 
host it in AM-101. Just kind of set it up kind of 
nice, set it up like a little stage space and do a 
performance there,” DeMoville said.

Although productions and performances 
could be scaled down to accommodate for 
mobility, DeMoville views it as an opportunity 
to network, maintaining current relationships 
and developing new ones within the com-
munity. The importance of preserving the 
theatre’s presence is to ensure its accomplish-

ments are not forgotten over the one- to two-
year renovation period.

 
W“It’s an opportunity for us and the students 
too. To experience what it is to tour, that’s a 
big part of any theatre group on the island. If 

you want to have your produc-
tion tour the state, you need to 
be ready to be versatile and be 
able to adapt to different perfor-
mances. And so I think that’s an 
exciting thing, for our performers 
to be able to work with that expe-
rience,” DeMoville said.

These renovations will bring 
the performing arts to the com-
munity instead of having the 
community come to the theatre.

What to Expect
Once the theatre re-opens, DeMoville ex-

pects similar programming but with increased 
efficiency. He hopes that the relationships 
made on their touring period remains strong 
and that their presence does the same.

“We don’t want crickets chirping, we want 
there to be these people who have been a part 
of what we’ve been doing outside of these 
walls who now want to come see the work that 
we’re doing here inside the theatre, so that’s 
my hope,” DeMoville said.

 

“So it’s not what they call a ‘sexy’ renovation, where 
its like, ‘oh, we’re getting a whole new this’, but 

there are some things that are going to change and 
they’ll help with efficiency and making it a little 

more easy to access for people on campus,”  
DeMoville said.
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START EARLY!

“Jobs don’t open up only in the summer,” 
Hoshino said. “You’re in competition with 
all the other students looking for jobs. So 
technically, you should start job hunting in the 
spring.” 

Since internship recruitment starts as early 
as January, students should begin their 
preparations early.

“So to prepare, get the word out, do your 
research. So if you’re looking for summer jobs 
now, that’s good. It’s not too early.” Hoshino 
said.

“Get your resume, that’s what I tell my students 
everyday.” Hoshino said. “Get your resume then 
think about what industry you want to go into. 
And then you need to market yourself and 
start talking to these companies.” 

DO DEGREES MATTER? 

For students graduating this spring, certain 
degrees may or may not matter for certain 
jobs. 

“If it’s in Liberal Arts, then you’re a generalist. 
You don’t have much (of a) skill set.” Hoshino 
said. “But someone in accounting, they can get 
a job as (an) accounts payable clerk, accounts 
receivable clerk, payroll clerk—they can do 
accounting right away.

An aspiring engineer major working on their 
liberal arts degree might not be able to get any 
engineering-related jobs right away. Instead, 
the student can find any job with minimal 
experience.

“Summer jobs is more purposeful in a sense of 
your ultimate career goal and where you want 
to go.” Hoshino said. 

According to Hoshino, areas like retail and 
restaurant are always in high demand. 
Although it may not be related to a dream job, 
the skills obtained can be easily transferred 
towards any career.

“Anything where you have to deal with 
people and supporting people,” Hoshino 
said. “An organization that has a job where 
you’re working with people, helping people, 
customer service.”

Hawai’i is a network oriented state so it’s all 
about making connections. Seek out those 
with their own business that are willing to 
provide training. This provides valuable 
resources and experience for any future career. 

ON CAMPUS VS OFF CAMPUS 

Another option is getting an on-campus job, 
which Hoshino recommends if the student 
doesn’t have their own mode of transportation. 

“On campus jobs (are) mostly office support 
or student center-type jobs. But the nice part 
about on-campus jobs is the departments 
work with your schedule and they’re flexible. 
Like if you have an exam or a paper due, ‘Oh 
Sandy, I cannot come in. I have a paper due.’ It’s 
okay. Your priority is school,” Hoshino said. 

“The idea is experience. Experience you can 
put on your resume, only if it’s only summer 

By: Jasmine Bautista

work. Hoshino said, “That is better than 
nothing at all. And if you only went to school 
full time and didn’t work, didn’t do anything 
else, didn’t volunteer, it’s really hard to get that 
first job.”

JOB PREP’S GOT YOU 
COVERED 

Job Preps Services has a website called Job 
Center Online which helps students in finding  
those summer job openings. Each job is 
individually screened to make sure positions 
are legitimate. 

To access Job Center Online, visit the Leeward 
Community College Website and go under 
“Job Prep Services. or see the Job Prep Services 
office located at AD-222 for in-person help. 

JOB PREP’S GOT YOU COVERED

Job Preps Services has a website called Job 
Center Online, guaranteed to help find those 
summer job openings. Each job is individually 
screened to make sure each position is a 
legitimate one. 

To access Job Center Online visit the Leeward 
Community College Website and go under “Job 
Prep Services.” 

For more information visit the 
Job Prep Services office located at AD 222. 

F E AT U R E

Once a college student herself, Sandy Hoshino from Leeward’s CC’s Job Prep Services knows what it’s like to work part time. Having worked in 
retail for nine years, Hoshino sold different products and worked with different types of people.

“I could have easily stayed in retail and that could have been my career,” Hoshino said. “But I didn’t like working on nights, I didn’t like working 
weekends and during the holidays, that’s where you work the most. I didn’t like that. I wanted to take off and go shopping.”

Instead, Hoshino took what she learned from retail—working with people and teaching—to her current job as the Job Prep Services Coordinator.
Now with the upcoming season, Hoshino shares her advice on how to get that summer job.
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Campus Voices 
Q: What are your plans after Leeward?

By: Tyla Smith // Photos by: Cara Ahn

“I plan on going 
to UH Manoa. I’m 
going to become 
hopefully a nurse, 
get into nursing. I 
like to help others.” 

DECAIRES, KILE

STUDENT

STUDENT

“I am actually going to West 
Oahu. I’m majoring in justice 
administration. It seemed really 
interesting to me, I always liked 
justice types of things. It was 
either this for me or forensics 
for me. And I don’t like math so I 
don’t want to go into that. I live 
in Kapolei so it’s closer and UH 
for me, Manoa, is to expensive 
and super far away. So I’d rather 
not. ”

POMISINO, NAVELLA

STUDENT

 “After Leeward I 
plan to pursue my 
dream which is go 
through my music 
career and hopeful-
ly tour the world.”

TOALEPAI, MEKI

STUDENT

 “I want to transfer to UH West 
Oahu and get into the criminal 
justice and become a cop, police 
officer. Because I like to help 
people basically, why else would 
you want to become a cop ya 
know?” 

MERCADO, ASHLEY

GOESK, GRAYSON
“Military or I don’t 
know, find a good job 
I guess. Just a better 
future, either Air Force 
or Army.” 

STUDENT

student

student

student

student

student
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F E AT U R E
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Stephanie Carranza is a Leeward Communi-
ty College student who took professor Corey 
Adler’s women’s studies course. Adler walked 
around the room to ask students if they were 
feminists.

“I immediately said no. And the reason I said 
no was because if you are playing word asso-
ciation, the first word that popped into my 
mind was getting arrested and being an activ-
ist,” Carranza said. “I associated the word with 
activism and protesting. I associated it with 
bra burning, not shaving, and hating men.”

The definition of feminism is social, politi-
cal, economic equality for all.  In recent years, 
the movement has been trying to become 
more diverse, considering race and class in 
their fight against inequality in what some 
are referring to as “third-wave feminism.” Tra-
ditionally a gender-only focus, feminism is 
branching out to cover a wider range of social 
issues that affects everyone.

Many news agencies throughout the years 
have been treating “feminism” as a dirty word. 
Time magazine listed “feminism” as a word 
to be banned in 2015 next to “bae,” “om nom 
nom nom” and “obvi.” Managing Editor Nancy 
Gibbs issued an apology for the word making 
the list.

“There is definitely a negative connota-
tion attached to ‘the F-word,’” Carranza said. 
“I think people don’t understand what femi-
nism is and that’s why I think girls and guys at 
Leeward (are) so hesitant to (call) themselves 
feminists.”

The Problems with 
Feminism

Few people will go against some of the 
accomplishments of the feminist movement 
such as the suffragettes gaining voting rights 
for women or the second-wave feminists who 
fought to get women into college in the 60s 
and 70s. The major critique on feminism now 
is that it has been a predominantly white 
women’s movement that focuses the battle 
for equality on them and ignores the compli-
cations of race, class and sexuality.

“The biggest problem I have with femi-
nism—as it is perceived by many—is that 
where I think feminism failed is that main-
stream feminists work to make women equal 
to being men,” Leeward sociology and wom-
en’s studies professor Jayne Bopp said. “Being 
a man, first of all, isn’t that great. It’s highly 
stressful ... the problem is (that second-wave 
feminists) fought for women to be like men 
when what they should have fought for is 
to make things that are traditionally seen as 
feminine as valuable as what men do. So that 
if I wanted to go to school, I could go and that 

would be okay but if I wanted to stay home 
and take care of my kids that would be seen 
as just as worthwhile and just as valuable as 
being a lawyer.”

A large movement on social media in recent 
months was a move against feminists. People 
of all ages and genders took to Twitter, Face-
book and Tumblr holding up signs in opposi-
tion of feminism. The signs expressed disdain 
towards “man-hating” feminists and feminists 
who attacked those who wished to stay out of 
the movement.

“It’s really interesting because one of the 
first thing we have students do is define it and 
talk about why or why (they are or are not fem-
inists). They do this in group work and they 
get up and share. It’s really interesting even 
though I’ve already defined it a lot of people 
still don’t get it,” Bopp said.

We Don’t Need  
Feminism

An argument for why feminism isn’t needed 
anymore is because men and women have al-
ready reached equality. Some people think 
feminists want to dominate men versus be 
their equals.

“When I was taking the introduction to 
women’s studies course, I started to learn 
about all the inequalities I have faced because 
there are things I didn’t even consider inequal-
ities—they just became the norm for me until 
it was brought to my attention … such as the 
wage gap between men and women, gender 
roles and how that affects the individuals and 
myself. A lot of it explains why I act and be-
have like I do. At that point, I realized that  just 
because it’s been this way so long and (I) grew 
up thinking this way doesn’t mean it’s okay,” 
Carranza said.

The wage gap has been a large debate in re-
cent years. The White House states that wom-
en earn 77 percent of the salary that a man 
does, though a Pew Research center found it 
to be closer to 84 percent. The fluctuation in 
numbers is what makes some feel that there 
isn’t a gap. The other argument being that 
women are the ones who have children and 
take care of them but the studies found that 
even women without children make less than 
their male counterpart. Even in occupations 
normally dominated by women—such as 
nursing, male nurses will make more. Women 
who are mothers suffer from a larger pay gap. 
The North Korean hackers who attacked Sony 
revealed that female actors also suffer from a 
pay gap.

Compared to other countries, America 
doesn’t offer the same maternity rights for 
working mothers. It is one of seven countries 

What  
Leeward  

Students think of 
Feminism 

“I don’t know if I ever decided I’m 
a feminist. All my life I have been 
attuned to inequality... I’m big my 
voice my personality is very aggres-
sive and out there and I’ve never 
been afraid to say what I think so in 
some ways how flamboyantly gay 
people acknowledge they are gay 
the same thing happened to me.”

“I think you have to define 
feminism. Because not everyone 
has the same definition a lot of 
the misconceptions and how it is 
believed it is defined.”

“I see a feminist as a woman or 
women, who voices her opinions or 
views on the equality between men 
and women. A feminist sticks up for 
women’s rights.”

“There are two types of people:  
ignorant and feminist.”

“Most of them have a valid 
passion for it, but a lot of them are 
blinded by feelings of inequality 
and become overzealous.”

“Feminists are doing the right 
thing. The only feminists that I don’t 
agree with are exclusionary femi-
nists. Feminists who think that trans 
women aren’t real women (and 
thus deserve even fewer rights than 
they already have), or feminists 
who only care about white femi-
nism. I also believe that males have 
a place in feminism, but their place 
is not to tell women what feminism 
is...but to tell men what feminism is 
(thereby eliminating “meninism”).
Feminists don’t need men telling 
them what to do or think, especially 
in a movement where they are at 
the forefront.”
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YES
100%

YES
82%

no
18%

Do you believe women should 
have political, social and 

ecomic equality with men?

Do you believe 
in feminism?

Do you believe women have political, 
social and ecomic equality with men?

YES
33%

NO
67%

Do you believe the feminist
movement is—or 
should be—over?

YES
25%

NO
75%

Do you consider 
yourself a feminist?

YES
53%

NO
47%

Should women get paid 
the same as men for
 the exact same job?

YES
82%

DEPENDS
16%

NO 2%

WHAT LEEWARD CC STUDENTS SAY ABOUT FEMINISM

Do you believe women have political, 
social and economic equality with men?

Do you believe women should have 
political, social and economic equality 
with men?

Do you believe the feminist  
movement is or should be over?

Responses from 56 students on equal rights 

and the only developed country that doesn’t 
offer paid maternity leave. It only offers 12 
weeks unpaid leave which has very strict poli-
cies for people to receive.

“I feel everyone should take a women’s 
studies class,” Carranza said. “I still have a lot to 
learn. Right now, I’m at that point where I kind 
of want to take in as much information and 
learn about all the different forms of oppres-
sion that people face.”

Gender Boxes
Carranza decided to become a women’s 

studies major and currently takes courses at 

UH Manoa. When people find out, they usually 
associate that with her being a feminist. “Es-
pecially the guys, they’re always like ‘Oh, well, 
sorry, don’t hate me.’ I don’t hate you.”

British actor and Goodwill Ambassador for 
U.N. Women Emma Watson recently went to 
speak to the U.N. on the issue of equality, dis-
cussing her HeForShe campaign. The majority 
of her speech focused on men needing to be-
come more involved with the feminist move-
ment.

“Men, I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend your formal invitation. Gender equality 
is your issue too. Because to date, I’ve seen my 
father’s role as a parent being valued less by 

society, despite my need of his presence as a 
child as much as my mother’s. I’ve seen young 
men suffering from mental illness, unable to 
ask for help for fear it would make them less of 
a man. In fact, in the UK, suicide is the biggest 
killer of men between 20 to 49, eclipsing road 
accidents, cancer and coronary heart disease. 
I’ve seen men made fragile and insecure by a 
distorted sense of what constitutes male suc-
cess. Men don’t have the benefits of equality 
either,” Watson said in her U.N. speech.

Bopp, who agrees that men do not have it 
easy, still wants people to realize that there is 
male privilege. There is a difference between 
the way girls and boys are raised. Bopp ex-
plained that she was a feminist because of 
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how she was raised outside the gender norms. “I have been attuned to 
inequality … I’m big, my voice—my personality—is very aggressive and 
I’ve never been afraid to say what I think.”

“In my classes, the people who talk the most, even in a women’s 
study class, are often the men. Men feel comfortable talking all the time. 
Women are socialized to not talk but if there were no men in the class, 
lots of women would be talking,” Bopp said.

The terms “feminazi,” “bra burners” and “men haters” are terms that 
non-feminists came up with. There has never been an incident where 
protesting feminists burned their bras.

Many women who identify as feminists online become targets of 
cyberbullying and are subjected to rape and death threats. The Gamer-
gate controversy that involved three women who spoke out against 
sexism in the video game industry is the most recent example of this, 
though any comment section to a feminist-themed article or YouTube 
video can be an example of this.

Women’s  
    Empowerment  

Feminism exists now to empower women and other minority groups. 
The name does cause people to hesitate because it is so gendered. 
TWhe term ‘fem’ is to bring up the minority, which in this case is females.

“I think one thing that frustrates me the most is that women feel that 
using their sex and sexuality is a form of empowerment. So that being 
able to look super hot and to work a guy or to get a lot of money. Being 
a stripper or being hot and sexy that they actually think that’s female 

empowerment. That is something that disturbs me today, that it is actu-
ally the exact opposite of female empowerment because it is really just 
promoting the stereotypes of sexism that serve males and while, yes, 
there is definitely power in that, that power is very limited and it won’t 
last forever. It’s only for the young and beautiful ... so at some point, any 
power you gain that way  isn’t a real type of power,” Bopp said.

The rules of society have been dictated by men for so long it can be 
hard to see a quick change. Slowly things are creeping to a world that 
has equal footing for all genders and sexuality. Until things reach that 
point feminism is likely to stay.
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“This could be your child. This could be anyone’s child,” Michael 
Brown’s mother Lesley McSpadden said when the grand jury would 
not indict the police officer that killed her son. 

Since the events of Ferguson and New York, which involved the 
deaths of Michael Brown (Ferguson) and Eric Garner (New York), the 
subject of police brutality has continued to flood the 
headlines. In the months following, these events 
have caused a mass hys- teria with the public 

where neither of the police officers—Darren Wilson of Ferguson and 
Daniel Pantaleo of New York—were indicted.

The lack of prosecution resulted in a public outcry where 170 cities 
nationwide saw anti-police brutality protests. Social media burst with 
accusations that police are targeting men of color. 

New York has seen protesters marching into diners 
and restaurants, recit- ing the names of men of color 

F E AT U R E
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who had been victims of police shootings 
and labeling it “black genocide.” NAACP civil 
rights activist Al Sharpton spoke publicly of his 
concern that men of color are being unjustly 
targeted. NBA athlete Lebron James has been 
seen wearing an “I Can’t Breathe” T-shirt in sup-
port of the campaign formed in re-
sponse to Eric Garner’s death. 

Accounts of racism within the 
Ferguson Police Department have 
also begun to surface. “I joined 
the St. Louis Police Department. 
I quickly realized how naive I’d 
been. I was floored by the dys-
functional culture I encountered. I won’t say 
all but many of my peers were deeply racist. 
As a cop, it shouldn’t surprise you that people 
will curse at you or be disappointed by your 
arrival. That’s part of the job. But too many 
times, officers saw young black and brown 
men as targets. They would respond with force 
to even minor offenses and because cops are 
rarely held accountable for their actions, they 
didn’t think too hard about the consequences,” 
NAACP chairman and former St. Louis police 
officer Redditt Hudson told the Washington 
Post.

A recent investigation into the Ferguson 
Police Department by the U.S. Department of 
Justice reported that African-Americans made 
up 90 percent of traffic stop tickets and 93 per-
cent of arrests in the past two years. An Afri-
can-American motorist in Ferguson was twice 
as likely to be searched despite white people 
in the town turning up drugs and other con-
traband more often. 

“Supervisors are more concerned with the 
number of citations and arrests officers pro-
duce than whether those citations and arrests 
are lawful or promote public safety,” the De-
partment of Justice reported. 

    
Many people undermine the effect of me-

dia and it’s influence on the general public’s 
perspective. The media has slandered men of 
color, leading to the notion they are inherently 
notorious criminals.

“One of the things that has been unfortu-
nate in the last decade or so is that crime news 
has become a media staple. Local newscasts in 
particular tend to be loaded with stories about 
crime and what’s happening in courtrooms 
and victimization. So the public, I think, gets 
a distorted view of how bad our crime prob-
lems (are). It’s actually during this time when 
the media is paying more and more attention 
to crime. The crime rate has been going down 
and rather significantly. Criminologists have 
started looking how media shapes public at-
titude towards crime particularly around race 
and crime. Are the stories being presented in 
a sympathetic kind of way or are we just given 
a mug shot and if we see this person, then we 

report for their arrest, especially on the local 
news? I think I am worried about the media 
and its role particularly around race and crime 
because when you start showing mug shots, 
you kinda tell people ‘this is what a criminal 
looks like.’ So many studies suggest that mid-

dle class Americans begin to have very nega-
tive attitudes particularly of young men of col-
or since they have seen pictures of young men 
criminalized. So yes, I think there is a problem 
in the media,” University of Hawaii criminology 
professor Meda-Chesney Lind said.

According to Leeward community college 
sociology professor Jayne Bopp, the me-
dia shows more people of color committing 
crimes, perpetuating institutional racism. 
“There are all these things that happen in so-
ciety that perpetuate racism and it happens 
in all different ways. In the media and enter-
tainment, who do you see getting arrested the 
most such as on the show “Cops?” People of 
color. That, in turn, causes you and I and police 
officers to think that people of color are more 
likely to be criminals. Remember, poverty and 
race are connected.  Police are only focusing 
on a certain group, looking for crime and they 
are finding crime (in) these groups and it keeps 
on perpetuating itself,” Leeward sociology pro-
fessor Jayne Bopp said. 

The growing distrust in the police has led 
to protests and debates as to whether or not 
law enforcement officers are targeting people 
of color. The opposition believes that elements 
other than race are being overlooked.

            
Former Honolulu police officer William 

Flores, who served four years in the depart-
ment elaborated on the topic of police target-
ing men of color. 

“During my time in the department, there 
was no incident that I am aware of where 
we had to give special care or special atten-
tion to people of color—not a single incident 
that I am aware of. All the arrests that I have 
made during my time in the department (were 
made) on criminal activity alone, not on racial 
judgement,” Flores said.

“One set of people will say that African-
Americans commit more crime and because 
they commit more crime, that is why they are 
in the criminal justice system. The other side 
would say that it is a product of racism and 
police are disproportionately arresting men of 
color. Where does the data go on this? There 

is data to support both hypotheses but for 
many years, I think that there was a skepticism 
of charges of racism and people just said there 
are that many African-Americans in the system 
because they are much more involved with 
criminal behavior. Again, remember, poverty, 

crime, drug crimes and some crimes of 
violence such as robbery, play a factor. 
If your ethnic group is impoverished, 
you will find more crimes in those com-
munities,” Lind said.

            
Statistics from the Kaiser Family 

Foundation and Governing magazine 
showed that in 2013, the national 

poverty rate for African-Americans was 27 
percent. In comparison, the Hispanic poverty 
rate was 24 percent, while white and other 
ethnicities were between 10 and 14 percent. 
Furthermore, the high school graduation rates 
for African-Americans sits at 69 percent, His-
panics at 73 percent and white at 89 percent. 
The most dangerous cities in the nation—like 
Detroit and Oakland—have one of the highest 
poverty rates and lowest graduation rates. 

“Whether it is poor black, white, Japanese, 
Hawaiian, it does not matter. Socioeconomic 
status is a powerful influence but we can’t look 
at socio-economic status without looking at 
other forms of discrimination,” Bopp said.

Police are more likely to be patrolling areas 
with high crime rate, not because law enforce-
ment is targeting people of color. This does 
not mean that impoverished communities are 
the only areas where crime is present. 

“Race affects (the) present. We are finding 
evidence that some communities are getting 
overpoliced. The criminal activity is there but 
also in other communities as well but we are 
not paying attention to those crimes because 
(those) communities tend to be wealthier. 
People of privilege have a lot of resources in 
(comparison) to people of low income. We 
can see white people report more in drug use 
(than) that in people of color but when you 
look at drug offenses, it is mostly (people of 
color who) are getting arrested,” Lind said.

Due to the correlation of impoverished 
communities and high crime rate, more offi-
cers are being stationed to these areas, over-
looking other potential locations that commit 
the same rate of crime. 

Socioeconomics and race work together. 
Bopp explained that people of color are more 
likely to be poorer than white people. “We 
looked at a lot of other studies where they 
did a lot of work in domestic violence and the 
early studies did find that people of color did 
have more domestic violence than white peo-
ple. But when we redid the studies and looked 
at them more closely and adjusted for socio-
economic status and poverty, what we found 
was that poor people were more likely to have 
domestic violence because of the stress in life,” 
Bopp said. 

“Police are only focusing on a certain group, 
looking for crime and they are finding crime 

(in) these groups and it keeps on perpetuating 
itself,” - Jayne Bopp
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When former Leeward Community College 
student and New Student Orientation coordi-
nator assistant Franalyn Galiza found out that 
the University of Hawaii was planning to elimi-
nate degree programs to help cut the budget, 
she decided to act and managed to rally over 
300 testimonies to go against the proposed 
HB 555.

HB 555 was introduced by UH Committee 
Chair Isaac Choy and proposed the removal of 
UH undergraduate degree programs that have 
less than 10 graduates per year. If the bill was 
passed at Leeward, the television production 
program and 20 percent of the certificate pro-
grams along with the associates in information 
and computer science would have been lost. 
The bill was a response to the 31 million dollar 
deficit UH Manoa has this fiscal year.

Galiza is working on her masters degree in 
education at UH Manoa when she saw the list 
of classes sent out by Ka Leo that were going 
to be cut at Manoa. These included Philippine 
language and literature, ethnic and Pacific Is-
land studies. 

“I was really shocked because living here in 

Hawaii we are a diverse state and losing those 
kinds of programs is literally killing the diver-
sity of Hawaii. Further down (from) that, they 
have secondary education and I was like ‘okay, 
we are cutting out degree programs for teach-
ers in high school.’ The long term effects that 
would have … I was really disgusted,” Galiza 
said.

Galiza found out two days before the bill 
was voted on and managed to rally people 
together in 24 hours. She created a Facebook 
event page encouraging students and faculty 
to come out and protest HB 555 along with 
submitting their testimonies online.

“The room was filled there was a lot of 
maybe about 100 people came out and that 
consisted of faculty and students,” Galiza said.

When they showed up with signs, Galiza 
said they were turned away. “The chair auto-
matically said, ‘No signs. This is not a circus.’ … 
They pushed the bill to the last hearing and we 
stayed outside, defeated,” Galiza said.

Eventually, a political science major came 
out and told them that it was their constitu-

tional right to be there. Faculty and students 
then testified in front of the board sharing 
their stories of why these programs should not 
be cut.

“When it was our time, Choy said that he 
read the testimonies and he thinks that we 
are all misunderstanding what he proposed. 
… The first person that went up was a faculty 
member and Choy would interrupt and not 
allow the testifier to speak. Another faculty 
(member) set the bar by saying, ‘please respect 
me while I speak,’” Galiza said.

The bill was deferred indefinitely but Galiza 
warns students to stay vigilant. She wants 
more transparency within the UH system so 
that all students know exactly what is being 
done with their tuition money.

“A lot of people talked about (being) more 
reactive to the situation. If this is our educa-
tion, we have to come up with the solutions, 
demands of what we want and what they are 
doing with their money, instead of us being 
passive and (having to) testify again,” Galiza 
said. 

Franalyn Galiza, bottom right

N E W S

Former Leeward Student organizes against degree cuts
By Tyla Smith



21www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao

“NETFLIX NOOBIE”        BY KAELI GIRON   

Franalyn Galiza, bottom right

Spring 2015
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Fix UH Manoa started off as a simple hashtag that’s grown into a col-
lective of University of Hawaii at Manoa students, faculty and staff mem-
bers dedicated to attaining a more transparent and liable UH system. 

Following the dismissal of Manoa chancellor Tom Apple, the Gradu-
ate Student Organization (GSO) and I Mua Manoa sought to address 
the numerous issues affecting the UH system, in particular the Manoa 
campus. 

These include the recent budget allocations, teaching assistant (TA) 

positions and the maintenance backlog. 

To raise awareness and get the administration’s attention, groups tes-
tified at several Board of Regents meetings, attended rallies at the state 
capitol and arranged protests and occupations on campus grounds. 

“They’re working on the right issues and what we need is courage. 
We need the administration to have some stones and to show some 
courage and do the things that need to get done,”  Apple said.

F E AT U R E
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According to Apple, in the 2009, operations 
costs stood at approximately $360 million, 
with the state legislature paying for the major-
ity $270 million while student tuition account-
ed for the other $90 million. 

Four to five years later, the cost of opera-
tions has been cut in half, with the legislature 
and student tuition both paying equal halves.  
“If we’re talking operations, which is only 
around $400 million, it’s now about $200 mil-
lion each,” Apple said.

As chancellor, Apple had hoped to address 
the expenditures budget which consists of 
both the University’s research and academic 
units. “Research units and academic units in 
that time period, almost all the cuts would 
come from the academic side and (the re-
search units) have been untouched,” Apple 
said.

Examples of research units at Manoa include 
John A. Burns School of Medicine, UH Cancer 
Center, School of Ocean and Earth Science and 
Technology (SOEST), Institute for Astronomy 
(IFA) and Pacific Biosciences Research Center 
(PBRC). Academic units include programs like 
the Arts & Sciences division which provides 
the majority of the college’s undergraduate 
courses.

To help prevent students from having to 
pay the faculty salaries of the research units, 
Apple wanted to have that same faculty take 
salary cuts via their federal grants. “If they can 
pay their own salaries, that money can then 
go to (the) groups who teach you. And when 
you transfer here and you want your courses, 
I (wanted) to make sure that they can be of-
fered.” Not surprisingly after proposing salary 
cuts, Apple met resistance from research unit 
leadership and a solution to these budget al-
locations still remains to be found. 

“So that’s one of the big issues we have, is 
that we overfund our research units to the 
point that they don’t do what all other re-
search universities do; which is the faculty 
[brings] in a significant fraction of their salary 
from their federal grants… And what we’re do-
ing is we’re saying ‘no, we’re not going to ask 
for that money, we’re going to let our students 
pay our salary,’” Apple said.

  
 

Each UH campus has resources available for 
a student’s success. The TAs in undergraduate 
courses are one such resource at Manoa. Due 
to the recent budget allocations, the BOR pro-

posed cutting TA positions for this spring to 
help stabilize the budget. This proposal alone 
could have resulted in increased class size, 
higher tuition costs and a less personalized 
class experience.

 
 
Eventually, this proposal sparked students to 
take action and thus Fix UH Manoa was born.

“Some students who were eager to work on 
these specific issues in more of (an) advocacy 
way, they set up Fix UH Manoa as (an) RIO, 
Registered Independent Organization and 
they were then really active,” GSO president 
Michelle Tigchelaar said.

Also in support of the TAs at Manoa is the 
Graduate Student Organization or GSO. Repre-
senting about 5,000 graduate students on the 
Manoa campus alone, GSO works to provide 
an atmosphere of growth and understanding 
between the campus administration and stu-
dents. 

Tigchelaar explained why TAs are caught in 
the middle of a difficult situation.

“As graduate students, we’re sort of in a 
strange position where we’re both students 
and employees and as a result, we often get 
not treated well in either of those positions.” 

When Apple first became chancellor, gradu-
ate student salaries were only $13,000 a year. 
“Can you imagine trying to live in Hawaii on 
13,000 a year?” Apple said.



24 Ka Mana’o

With the proposal to cut their positions, 
students feared that they wouldn’t have 
an income to supplement their schooling. 
This put them in a difficult situation at the 
time because scholarships and other fi-
nancial aid opportunities were unavailable 
and it is still unclear as to whether or not 
these TA positions will be kept for the up-
coming fall semester.

If the TA positions are not reinstated for 
the fall, this could mean undergraduate 
and graduate students losing a valuable 
resource. TAs would lose their jobs and 
income to support their graduate studies 
and undergraduate students would likely 
have one less resource to succeed in their 
classrooms.

“Graduate students and undergraduate 
students in that sense aren’t separate. If we 
have less class sections, that also means 
that undergraduates have either less of an 
opportunity to take the classes that they 
need and therefore they might take a lon-
ger time to graduate. Or the experience 
that they have in the classrooms (and) the 
quality of the education that they receive 
will be (lower) because you might have 
larger class sizes,” Tigchelaar said.

  

Unlike the other campuses, Manoa is 
a research institution housing different 
colleges and schools. Some well known 
colleges include the Shidler College of 
Business, College of Engineering and the 
School of Ocean and Earth Science and 
Technology (SOEST). With so many col-
leges, it is critical that adequate funding is 
provided to maintain or renovate facilities. 

The recent budget allocations have 
made it difficult for administration to pro-
cure the necessary funds to expedite the 
maintenance and as a result some build-
ings are left under constant repair and out-
of-date classrooms.

Dan Meisenzahl, the University of Ha-
waii spokesperson, mentioned that the 
lack of funds have not affected the uni-
versity’s numbers which have only been 
improving.  

“We’ve graduated more students, we’re 
getting more students in the door, our en-
rollment (has) gone up (and) graduation 
(has) gone up. Things are moving more ef-
ficiently,” Meisenzahl said.

While the issue is present at all 10 UH 
campuses, Manoa in particular is facing 
the most backlog. 
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“Deferred maintenance is an ongoing effort 
to update facilities … that being said, the uni-
versity has to prioritize which buildings have 
the most need,” Meisenzahl said.

Meisenzahl said the UH administration has 
developed a 10-year plan to address the prob-
lem. This plan aims to address the deferred 
maintenance, capital renewal, energy efficien-
cy and other needed renovations. 

The UH system has a separate six-year plan 
that will tackle issues similar to the 10-year 
plan but at all other remaining campuses.

When it comes to building renovations, the 
university is sticking to the U.S. Green Building 
Council and its Leadership in Energy & Envi-
ronmental Design 
(LEED) certification. 

“So every time 
we trying to put up 
a new building, we 
want it to be LEED 
certified, as much as 
it can … There’s plati-
num, gold, silver and 
it’s all about using 
natural light, it’s all 
about photovoltaics 
on the roof, it’s about 
garden roofs if you have the ability … You 
know all those little things you can imagine,” 
Meisenzahl said.

According the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
website, buildings that are LEED certified can 
save both money and resources, while improv-
ing the experience of the occupants. Having 
these kinds of renovations cost money to 
complete but in the long run, it can make the 
university much more efficient in the coming 
years.

Leeward CC’s newly certified silver LEED 
Education building is the perfect example of 
how the UH system is working towards a more 
sustainable future. At Manoa, The Center for 
Microbial Oceanography: Research and Edu-
cation (C-MORE) is another building which is 
accredited with platinum LEED—the highest 
level of certification—by the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council. Each building’s renovation shows 
the university’s commitment to becoming a 
more sustainable institution. 

With regards to the deferred maintenance, 
it will be an ongoing effort to keep functional-
ity and efficiency as high as possible while also 
renovating other facilities. Renovations could 
also mean the relocation of certain classes, 

which means course curriculum and class ex-
perience could suffer.

Other changes could include the imple-
mentation of some new classroom types. 
Some Manoa classrooms now include new 
interior, special seating and interactive equip-
ment—smartboards and projectors—to make 
classes more interactive. 

“They’ve got all this stuff as far as interactive 
media that we use with students and so it’s an 

adjustment for them. So it’s not only about fix-
ing the buildings but how do we modernize 
them for whatever we want to do? So if there’s 
a teaching space, what do we do to create a 
better teaching space?” Meisenzahl said.

 

As a whole the current budget for the uni-
versity is an issue that has yet to be resolved. 
It is important to understand, however, that 
these types of issues take time and lots of con-
sideration. That way, it can be avoided in the 
future. 

Meisenzahl stated 
that administration is 
doing all they can to re-
solve the issues. “There’s 
no doubt a lot of work 
needs to be done. But 
at the same time there 
needs to be more recog-
nition, in my mind, that 
work is being done (and) 
that people are working 
at it,” Meisenzahl said.

“You know it’s kind of like one of those 
things where college is what you make of it. 
And the great thing about this place is that 
it’s created an environment where if you really 
want to do something, you can, you know. And 
that’s the really cool thing,” Meisenzahl said.

“They’re working on the right issues and what we 
need is courage. We need the administration to 

have some stones and to show some courage and do 
the things that need to get done,”  Apple said.
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By Tyla Smith   |  Illustration by Joel Gaspar

Freelance work in and out of college

F E AT U R E



27www.leeward.hawaii.edu/kamanao

Students wishing to be their own boss or look-
ing to make extra cash on the side should con-
sider freelancing.

Anyone with a specific skill set such as writing, 
photography and even carpentry can freelance. 
To save time and money, clients or companies 
seek out individuals with a specific skill to com-
plete the task. Freelancing becomes a way to net-
work and get one’s name out there. 

A survey done by research firm Edelman Ber-
land and commissioned by the Freelancers Union 
and Elance-oDesk found that 53 million Ameri-
cans are freelancing which translates to 34 per-
cent of the work force. 

“There are a number of times I have freelanced 
as an artist and a journalist. The best way for me 
to do it in Hawaii was to have a regular job. And 
then do freelance on the side because if I was to 
do freelance alone it would be a struggle to hus-
tle work … the market is not that big. Unless you 
find your niche,” Leeward community college art 
professor Wayne Muromoto said.

A niche is a specialty unique to the person. 
Muromoto discussed different students he’s had 
in the past that found their niche—like Polish 
wedding photography—and were able to make 
a living from it.

“I think it always helps to have an established 
writing career before launching into freelancing,” 
local blogger who oversees the website “The Cat 
Dish” Catherine Toth said 

Benefits and 
Disadvantages 

Freelancing allows the artist or the writer to 
choose what type of work they wish to pursue. 
There is more freedom which makes it so appeal-
ing to such a large demographic. Flexibility is an-
other plus so people who have small children and 
can’t afford daycare are still able to work.

“People say you’re your own boss. That’s true in 
a way but you also have your own responsibility,” 
Muromoto said.

Muromoto cautions that there is no medical 
or sick leave for independent workers. Since the 
work isn’t always there, having a part time job 
with those benefits makes freelancing livable. 
In Hawaii, all small businesses or self-employed 
workers must pay a general excise tax. GET is 4.5 
percent of the gross sales made that freelancers 
are required to pay to the state. On Oahu, the ex-
tra 0.5 percent is being used to pay for the rail. 
Where as the other islands only require 4 percent.

“You’re doing what you want to do. If you like 
to do art, you’re doing the kind of art you wanna 
do. The minus, though, is yeah, you’re doing the 
kind of art you want to do but you’re always do-
ing it for a client. You do have to please the client 
unless you’re totally independent and you creat-
ed your own product or blog. And you’re getting 
advertising or something,” Muromoto said.

Toth enjoys the freedom of being able to write 

from wherever she is. “The other thing, too, is I 
like the fact I can write anywhere but that’s also 
a downfall. Meaning that if you’re always work-
ing at home, then you’re always at home. Or your 
home—which is your sanctuary—is now your of-
fice. So the blur of work and home life is there.”

There is the danger of not having constant 
work. According to Muromoto, freelancing in Ha-
waii is harder than in a larger city like New York 
which has higher demand and more clientele op-
tions.

Getting Started
“You need a portfolio not just of schoolwork 

but work you do that is work. Not just classroom 
work you need actual work so like working for Ka 
Mana’o or being an intern. Things like that (give) 
you experience and it also gives you connections,” 
Muromoto said.

There are a lot of different options for the inde-
pendent worker online to find work. Websites like 
elance.com or odesk.com make it easier for peo-
ple to get clients. Generally, a fee is taken by the 
website from each commissioned work. The web-
site allows freelancers to browse through jobs 
and then apply or “bid” for the job. Clients decide 
which applicant to hire based on their portfolio 
and how much they are offering to do it for.

Muromoto recommends that students learn 
how to network. Which is one of the most impor-
tant tools when it comes to finding any type of 
work. 

When starting out, low-wage jobs might have 
to be taken but with hard work, any entrepreneur 
can make it in the business.

“You could be the best photographer or the 
best visual artist but you do need to develop 
networks. Visual art is hard. I know because visual 
artists are kind of antisocial. I am. But you have to 
create networks even if it is among your own art-
ist friends because they can turn you onto a gal-
lery or a job. ‘There’s this job there I don’t want to 
do. Why don’t you?’ Things like that. Connections 
really make a difference,” Muromoto said.

According to Toth, one of the mistakes new 
writers could make is not doing their research be-
fore pitching their ideas to editors, making sure 
that the article hasn’t already been written. She 
cautions against taking on too many assignments 
at once.

“I think that’s not really a rookie mistake, that’s 
pure panic. Especially when you start freelancing 
for the first time and you think you can’t make 
the money so you start scrambling and taking 
everything. You really have to look at your time. 
Your time is very valuable. A story that is 20 cents 
a word isn’t worth your time. That being said if 
you don’t have any freelance clips you may have 
to take that 20 cents per word. It goes both ways. 
In other words, if you are building a career, you 
might have to take the assignments that aren’t 
glamorous and don’t pay well. … On the flip side, 
you don’t want to continually take assignments 
that don’t pay well that are taking away your time 
you could be spending on a story that pays better 

or is more fulfilling to you … In the beginning, it 
is really easy to just take everything and maybe 
that’s good but at some point you really got to 
start filtering your assignments,” Toth said.

It’s Harder Than it looks
Muromoto discussed a student he had when 

he was a high school teacher. The student went to 
an art college in San Francisco before going into 
freelancing. He wanted to work in Los Angeles in 
movie special effects. 

Despite sending out hundreds of resumes, no 
one hired him. He was living in a homeless shel-
ter searching for work. Then a contact he made 
finally called him. “I’m doing this movie and all 
of a sudden we realized we need more special 
effects, we need a freelancer to clean up. They 
had a special effects house but then they forgot, 
‘oh, we forgot to do this can you do this’ and he 
jumped at it. The movie was called Iron Man. … 
He said he worked on it for about a little under 
two months non stop and after he was done, he 
had to check into the hospital because he had ex-
haustion and he had to have blood transfusions 
because he had to meet the deadline. … But after 
that, he said he didn’t even need to hunt for work 
because people were calling him left and right,” 
Muromoto said.

Freelancing isn’t for everyone and it’s a lot 
more complicated than answering a job listing on 
Craigslist. To make it big as an independent con-
tractor, an amazing amount of effort is required. 

“It’s hard work. You may have to relocate, you 
do need to get your business skills and social 
skills down, not just your art. And you have to 
struggle and work hard,” Muromoto said.

By Tyla Smith   |  Illustration by Joel Gaspar

Websites for finding work 
and networking

Craigslist
www.craigslist.com 
Browse major cities for people looking 
for work. It’s free.

Elance
www.elance.com 
Options for clients around the world. 
They take a commision out of each job. 

Desk
www.odesk.com
Options for clients around the world. A 
commision is taken out of each job.

LinkedIn
www.Linkedin.com
Great site for networking

DeviantArt
www.deviantart.com
Great for networking and visual artists 
getting their stuff seen.
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The term “hole-in-the-wall” holds different meanings. For some it 
brings to mind the image of a sketchy, run-down establishment where 
shady men do shady things. Others think of it as a pretentious hideaway 
that only the most elite hipsters and food enthusiasts have access to.

“Hole-in-the-wall” refers to a dining establishment that is lo-
cally owned and usually family operated. These places are found 

within small communities and are geared toward serving the 
regulars who accumulate there as opposed to the general pub-
lic. While these joints may be hard to come by on the mainland, 
Oahu’s support local attitude has produced an excess of mom-and-
pop shops to choose from. Since Hawaii has such a colorful array 
of cultures, these places offer a broad spectrum of ethnic cuisines 
to explore. Here are a few gems that are definitely worth trying.

off the eaten path

PHOTOS&REVIEWS:
Melany McAngus

off the eaten path

PHOTOS&REVIEWS:
Melany McAngus

 

1025 University Ave, Honolulu, HI 96826

Conveniently located near UH Manoa, The Greek Corner is the perfect 
place to grab a bite in between classes, after work or if one just happens 
to be in the neighborhood. The portions are pretty sizable considering 
the price and the food itself makes one want to jump on the next flight 
to Greece—or at the very least order seconds. Any item with lamb is 
highly recommended. Their lamb is seasoned to perfection and tastes 
great on a gyro, especially when smothered in their yogurt sauce.

F E AT U R E
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This place serves some of the best Thai food on the island. Their dishes 
are fresh and flavorful. The pineapple curry is especially praiseworthy 
as the pineapple’s sweetness compliments the basil and spices nicely. 
Also, the spring rolls which are cooked to golden brown perfection are 
good as an appetizer with a side of crisp veggies and zesty vinegar dip-
ping sauce. 

 

63 Farrington Hwy #103, Kapolei, HI 96707
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If given the option, sit outside and enjoy the beautiful balcony dining 
area, it’s picture worthy. On a clear evening, one can watch the sunset 
beaming over the rooftop or enjoy the twinkly string lights at night 
while Indian music plays softly in the background.

The Himalayan Kitchen serves authentic Indian cuisine that is incredibly 
rich in flavor. They have a huge selection of creamy curries and savory 
meats to choose from, which pair perfectly with the soft and flaky naan 
bread. This is a great place to bring a small group of friends or family. 
Everyone can order a different item, share, and secretly hoard their fa-
vorites. The lamb madras and tikka masala are proven winners.

Hughley’s is more of a drive-in than a restaurant. If one has the time 
to sit down and eat, they will be rewarded with refills of the most lip-
smackingly good sweet tea this side of the Pacific. Pair that with the 
soulful flavor of authentic Southern comfort food and prepare for the 
biggest kanak attack of your life. Their smothered pork chops practi-
cally melt in your mouth and their rack of barbecue ribs are immensely 
succulent. If one manages to save enough room for dessert, the peach 
dumplings are heavenly.

 

99-080 Kauhale St, Aiea, HI 96701

 

1137 11th Ave, Honolulu, HI 96816
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If you are planning to participate in the Commencement 
Ceremony, please read the following steps: 

1

2

3

4

To guarantee your name is printed in the 
Commencement Program: Pay fees at the Cashier’s 
Offi  ce by Friday, April 17th 

Any “Applications for Degree/Certifi cate” received 
after April 17th are not guaranteed to be listed in the 
Commencement Ceremony Program. However, you 
are still eligible to participate in the Ceremony. 

Deadline to participate in the Commencement 
Ceremony: Pay the fees at the cashier’s offi  ce by 
Wednesday, May 6th. Any applications after May 6th are 
not guaranteed to participate in the Ceremony. 

You will receive a postcard in the mail and an e-mail to 
your Hawaii.edu account with instructions on how to 
RSVP (sign up) after you pay your fees. You can ONLY 
RSVP (sign up to participate) online and the link will 
be included in the postcard and the e-mail. 

For updates check out our website: 
www.leeward.hawaii.edu/studentlife
Click on Student Life and scroll down to 
Commencement after February 9th. 

Contact Lexer Chou at achou@hawaii.edu 
for questions. 

Commencement 2015
Tuthill Courtyard 05.15.2015 5–7:30pm
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Cap and Gown
Sold at the Bookstore starting March 30th
Cap and gown:  $40
Tassel only: $7 

Phi Theta Kappa: To be listed in the program
and to purchase your stole  
Contact: ptk@hawaii.edu

Phi Theta Lambda: To be listed in the program
and to purchase your stole  
Contact: warrenk@hawaii.edu 

Honor’s stole: To be listed in the program 
and to purchase your stole 
Contact Professor Chernisky: chernisk@hawaii.edu
Stoles sold at the Bookstore:  $19.50

Commencement Ceremony Announcements
Announcements are sold at the Bookstore starting 
Monday, March 30th for $0.50 an announcement.  
Announcements will also be sold at the Wai`anae 
campus. Subject to change. 

Audience Seating
Audience seating is on a first come first serve basis, so 
we recommend your family arrive between 4-4:30pm.  
THIS IS A NON TICKETED CEREMONY. 

 

Disabled Shuttle Service
Shuttle service will be available before and after 
the ceremony. Information will be emailed to all 
participating graduates.

Commencement 
Quick Tips

Leeward Community College
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Fringe 
with benefits

Hawaii became one of the many destination 
for the Fringe Festival for the fourth time 
the week of Feb. 12-15 in Oahu’s Chinatown 
district. The Fringe Festival is a celebration of 
the performing arts. 

Creating an art festival
The Fringe project started with Misa Tupou 

contacting his good buddy Tim Bostock by 
saying “Hey, we should start a Fringe Festival.” 
Tupou explained that Bostock is a local theater 
producer who initially agreed to help develop 
the Fringe but was unable to continue with its 
development because he moved. It was left up 
to him to create the festival and he decided to 
give it a go.

The festival is a volunteer-run event, 
organized by those who not only enjoy the 
performing arts but actively support it. While 
planning the festival was exciting, it was also a 
challenge. A lot of work goes into preparation. 
It involves marketing and promotional work to 
find performers for various events involving 
the Fringe.

“Leading up to it, planning and all of that. 
It’s a lot of hard work but when you’re actually 
at the festival, at the event, it’s so much fun, 
because I enjoy the performing arts,” Tupou 
said. 

Tupou and other promoters advertise 
to the community before the event opens. 
Marketing can be difficult since volunteers can 
be restricted by other obligations.

 
“We’re fairly small, we’d like to get bigger 

and reach out to the community more but 
we’re financially limited because we are an all-
volunteer event … so we are working within 
our means. The first year, 10 acts signed up. 
The next year, we got 13 acts. Last year, we got 
16 acts so we are in the double figures,” Tupou 
said.

According to Tupou, the main roadblock 
to expansion is the restriction to how many 
venues are available in Chinatown. Despite 

wanting to reach out to other venues in 
Honolulu, Tupou is happy with the vibrant 
community in Chinatown. 

“I also stay in touch with the Fringe 
Festivals from around the world. I ask them 
for some advice and how to keep the festival 
going and see what they are doing and 
seeing if we can follow what they are up to. 
Basically, a lot of talking to people,” Tupou 
said. “Compared to other venues around 
the world, they are much bigger, more 
established and they have more venues.”

To make the festival grow and improve, 
good organization and financial support 
is key. After several years of organizing this 
event, Tupou has learned a lot.

“I think the most important lesson that I 
have learned from this is (that) you’re doing 
it for the community and the community has 
been very supportive … So far, so we are just 
going to keep going, keep going … it’s a lot 
of work but we’ve got to keep building it,” 
Tupou said.

Local artist and musician Jerome James 
performed at a few shows during the Oahu 
Fringe and at other Fringe Festivals across 
the nation. 

“I went to one other Fringe that was in 
Canada and it was amazing. There were so 
many people out on the streets. Everyone 
was an artist. I haven’t seen it in the last three 
Fringes that have been here I would like to 
see it able to rise and maybe it’s a different 
neighbourhood even, I don’t know but 
something needs to move it forward. And I 
don’t know who needs to help it do that but 
it does need to make that rise, in a different 
way,” James said.

 
 

By: Coe Snyder | Photos by Melany McAngus

The making of a performance arts festival

E N T E R TA I N M E N T
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What does it mean?
This year the festival featured 18 shows with unique styles and stories. 

A few one-person shows were featured as well as a couple of improv-
based shows and musical performances. Both drama and comedy 
were evident in the different performances and the performances 
themselves were as varied as those who performed.

“It’s the arts that aren’t on the main strip. It’s not pop … it’s a fun 
reality that’s different and artsy and just all the goodness from it—it’s 
just off the beaten track,” Tupou said.

In addition to the local performing artists, there were a few artists 
from out of state.  Award winning touring shows were also featured at 
the event.

The Fringe Festival features both new and veteran performers. James 
is one such performer who participated in three events for this years 
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Fringe. “I do the arts and it’s all I do. It’s kind of 
funny. Everything I do is Fringe.”

While the performers and volunteers are 
important to the festival, it would not be as 
successful without the patrons who attend. 
Jimmy Thompson was one of many who 
attended. 

Upon learning that the Fringe is an annual 
event, people planned to go again next year. 
“I just want to see what they come up with to 
be honest,” Thompson said. “It was amazing, 
something that needs to be in Hawaii forever.”
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By: Tyla Smith  
Photos By: Marcel Saragena

A black and white review on the 
highly anticipated movie compared 
to the real life story of BDSM...

“Fifty Shades of Grey” by E. L. James is 
a multimillion dollar book series that has 
sparked controversial debates. It is either 
loved or hated by those who purchased it 
with venomous defenders of their opinions 
on each side. The book focuses on a bond-
age, discipline, domination, submission, sa-
dism and masochism (BDSM) relationship.

Bella Sade-Fatale is a tall woman with 
short multi-color hair and tattoos covering 
her body. Upon meeting her she immedi-
ately shook my hand and drew me into a 
hug. She has a loving personality, chatty 
and is easily well liked. The mother of an 
adorable three year old, married, and with 
a stay-at-home ‘slave’ who was busy putting 
together a playhouse. She didn’t answer the 
door in leather but jeans and a T-shirt. There 
was no hesitation when it came to offering 
water, inviting me to sit down. Her house 
was not filled with cages, whips and chains 
in every corner.

“I will say my opinion on Fifty Shades is 
it was really well written when it came to 
the description of the feelings of lust and 
the feelings of that freedom and let your-
self go and expand upon a different level 
of the fantasy realm. However, (what) it 
completely failed to touch base on (was) 
the dominant and submissive relationship,” 
professional dominatrix and switch Bella 
Sade-Fatale said.

M I X E D  P L AT E
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There is a level of power 
within our sexes and the people who abuse 
that power is where that all gets miscon-
strued.“  -Bella Sade-Fatale.

The book advocates sexual assault and 
intimate partner violence instead of por-
traying what BDSM really is. A quote from 
the book says: “No,” I protest, trying to kick 
him off. He stops. “If you struggle, I’ll tie your 
feet too. If you make a noise, Anastasia, I 
will gag you.” A student at the University of 
Illinois was arrested for rape and battery of 
his partner who he didn’t get consent from 
when attempting to re-enact parts of the 
popular book-now-movie.

There was no “Red Room of Pain” like in 

E. L. James’ novel where the lead male char-
acter keeps all of his kinky sex toys in a sort 
of erotic dungeon. Instead, there was a ga-
rage where her slave—one of the terms she 
used to describe the type of submissive—
John lives. There is a bed that had an area he 
could sleep in that was completely blacked 
out to deal with his chronic migraines. There 
was a labor of love in what Sade-Fatale was 
trying to accomplish in her work with him 
and her other submissives.

“I don’t think anyone should base that 
book on how real-life BDSM works … Be-
cause when you give yourself to someone 

as a submissive, you’re not just giving them 
your body, you’re giving them your entire 
amount of trust. And whatever insecurities 
and issues you may have, that is a safe place 
for you to go with your dominant to grow 
and expand and learn,” Sade-Fatale said.

The basic plotline of “Fifty Shades” fol-
lows virgin bookworm Anastasia Steele 
who begins a stalkerish relationship with 
rich, abused and handsome Christian Grey. 
Originally written as “Twilight” fanfiction, 
the book is criticized for the Mary-Sueish 
characters that lack dimension and contin-
ual repetition of words and phrases. James 
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self-published the book on Amazon before 
a publishing company picked it up. Since 
then the book has outsold J.K Rowling’s 
“Harry Potter” series—all seven books.

The book is erotica, though it doesn’t 
say so on the cover. Sade-Fatale pointed 
out that the book can be bought anywhere 
without an age restriction. Young girls and 
boys will read the book not knowing what 
they’re getting into. Despite being labelled 
as fiction, many couples have tried act-
ing out the scenes in the book with tragic 
consequences where some have ended in 
death. 

Sade-Fatale does not have wild orgies 
with all of her submissives. In her training 
she never had sex with her dominants or 
other submissives.

“The one thing that frustrates me the 
most is the sexualization that the BDSM 
community gets. Yes, it is sexualized but it 
isn’t about sex. It is not about penetration, 
it is not about intercourse, it is about pain 
and pleasure and growing and expanding 
and letting go of a part of you that in an un-
controlled situation you can let go of,” Sade-
Fatale said. 

Generally, when two people are going to 
inflict pain on each other, consent is highly 
important. Christian Grey’s form of consent 
is giving Ana Steele a contract to sign where 
she doesn’t understand or even know what 
half the items on the list are. 

“I personally (believe)—and a lot of peo-
ple in my community will agree—that if 
you’re going to sell ropes and bondage sets, 
there needs to be someone who is edu-
cated who can tell you what you’re doing,” 
Sade-Fatale said.

Sade-Fatale is well educated in the differ-
ent tools and practices in the BDSM world. 
She used to give workshops on the kink 
community where she went over the physi-
cal, emotional and mental state people 
need to understand in order to enter this 
lifestyle. 

“We had dom scouts which is like Girl 
Scouts of the dom world. And some people 
made cake, we learned how to spank,” Sade-
Fatale said.

There are several points on the body that 
can’t be hit or else the body will shut down 
like the kidneys. There is a certain mental 
condition and emotional condition people 
need to be in before and after a BDSM ses-

sion. “Fifty Shades” has Ana tied up for long 
periods of time, spanked all over her body 
including the stomach area and no conver-
sations about what they will be doing be-
fore jumping into it.

 

Another important area the novel fails to 
address is aftercare.

For any BDSM performance that Sade-
Fatale does with her submissives she brings 
two diaper bags filled with food, water, 
bandages and a long list of other medi-
cal equipment. She also brings along two 
to three trained medics in case something 
goes wrong 

“After the medical aftercare is done, gen-
erally, what I would do with him, (is) I will sit 
with him. Whether it’s him and I in a room 
alone or in a room with people around us. 
But he is right at my hip on the floor and 
I’m giving him a head rub, a back rub, I’m 
checking in with him verbally asking him 
if he is okay, if he needs anything and I ask 
him where he is at in his space right there,” 
Sade-Fatale said.

According to John, aftercare becomes 
more important than the actual act itself 
depending on how intense the session is. 
Generally, shows are a lot more rough than 
the sessions they have at home. Christian 
Grey’s form of aftercare usually involves 
more spankings and then leaving Ana 
Steele alone.

“I would feel like I did something wrong. 
Like I messed up somewhere and that I did 
not make her happy,” said John in regards to 
what would happen if he didn’t receive any 
aftercare.

“I think if this is a book you want to read 
to kind of escape for a little while, that’s 
cool. But I hope and pray that no one takes 
Fifty Shades of Grey as an actual depiction 
of how we live our lives as fetishists and as 
kinksters,” Sade-Fatale said.

FSOG has hit high success, likely from all 
of the negative commentary the book has 
received and the string of lust-filled women 
(and some men) who devour the pages of 
it. But if it’s the BDSM that has the reader’s 
interest, Sade-Fatale suggests “Screw the 
Roses, Send Me the Thorns” by Philip Miller 
and Molly Devon.

“It’s a very good book. It is pretty much 
a how-to—step-by-step, pressure points, 
body points, how to be a good dominant, 
how to be a good submissive. It goes onto 
all of these things and it doesn’t play on the 
sexualization of it.” Sade-Fatale said
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BLU- 
   RAy

Downloading:

The Good
Some of the latest online formats like Amazon Prime and Netflix allow 

content to be downloaded and viewed on the go. Streaming via Netflix 

can start at $7.99 a month whereas Amazon prime can range from $2.99 

to $3.99 for rent and from $7.99 to $14.99 for download. Furthermore, 

the movies are on a computer, tablet or smartphone so no need to carry 

a portable DVD player.  

     The bad

Websites like Amazon and Netflix have a limited license so not all 
films are available to download. Sometimes Netflix or Amazon won’t 
renew the license but content can be brought back through popular 
demand. Quality-wise, downloaded movies eat up a device’s memory 
space, whether the content is viewed consistently or not. Downloading 
doesn’t support special features either. While some might want the 
movie extras like behind-the-scenes footage, it’s not likely with digital 
download.

By Alex Saballburo

Blu-ray:

The Good
Since Blu-ray comes as disc copies, they can be collected and re-

watched at any time. People can even lend the movie to their friend 
or host movie nights. With high definition, those special features look 
much clearer, even with the older movies. Special edition Blu-ray 
releases, collector’s edition box sets and steelbook cases are also made 
possible with Blu-ray. 

The bad

One of the biggest cons of owning Blu-ray is the disc itself. If the disc 
is misplaced or a friend fails to return it, another copy may have to be 
purchased. The disc could be scratched resulting in an unusable disc. 
For older releases, copies go out of production, which makes them 
pricier and harder to find. Likewise, the price of a Blu-ray movie can 
range from $30 for the 3-D version, $20 for a regular Blu-ray copy and 
over $100 for the big box set. So whether you’re buying a new copy or 
just a replacement, Blu-ray is expensive.

While each version (Blu-ray or digital download) has its benefits, it’s 
just a matter of preference and how much one is willing to spend.

Today, Blu-ray Disc seems to be the best way to watch TV shows and movies while the traditional DVD copy is 
becoming a thing of the the past. 

Since 2011, Blu-rays have been cheaper, with prices ranging from $20 to $25 compared to the original price 
range of $35 to $50. That same year, Blu-rays were sold as combo packs which included the Blu-ray itself, the 
DVD copy, sometimes a 3-D disc and now a digital copy code. With digital download, it’s possible to watch 

 DIGITAL-
 DOWNLOADvs.

movies on a computer, smartphone or handheld tablet 
device but for both versions Blu-ray and downloads, 
there are pros and cons.
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With social media on the rise, it’s 
not a surprise for people to use it 

as a platform to jumpstart their career. 
For AJ Rafael, it all started on Myspace 
with a song about a girl. 

Originally from Moreno Valley, 
California, Rafael had been involved 
with music nearly his whole life. An avid 
piano player from the age of four, he 
often looked to his father for inspiration. 
However it was not until he first picked 
up the guitar that he got interested in 
song-writing. 

In the summer of 2004 he wrote his first 
song, “How’s San Diego Pauli?” about a 
girl who he wanted to impress.

“You find inspiration. That’s how I 
ended up writing.” Rafael said. “I ended 

up writing about love and girls and 
relationships I’ve had, so that keeps 
me going, writing about real life 
experiences.”

Eventually he shared the song on 
Myspace, a widely popular social 
network at the time. From there, a 
fanbase started to blossom. In 2005, 
Rafael’s career really sparked when he 
produced and recorded his first album, 
as well as performing his first show. 
Now, he’s moved from Myspace to 
Youtube, with over 400,000 subscribers. 
However, Rafael is currently on 
performing hiatus. 

On November 21 2014, Rafael came to 
Leeward Community College to talk 
about how he used social media to 
share his music. Upon walking in GT 

105, the entire room was packed with 
students and faculty members to the 
point of standing. When it came to his 
performance, everyone clapped and 
sang along. 

“The overall experience is me working 
hard at all times. Not that I knew in a 
cocky way that I was gonna be here, 
but I knew if I work hard enough 
and believed in myself, that I would 
eventually be here. But I never would 
have imagined how the journey would 
be, you can only imagine how the 
end goal would be. The journey have 
been the most amazing part of it. 
Meeting all these people, playing shows 
internationally, things like that.” Rafael 
said. 

MEET AJ RAFAEL

Here’s What The Students of 
Leeward Community College 

Are Listening To
By: Nate Jaramillo | Photos by Jasmine Bautista

QUESTION:What are the five most 
recently listened-to songs you have? 
ANSWER: “Uptown Funk” by Bruno Mars. 
The other one is called. The latest one--I 
think it’s “Earned It.” It’s featured in the 
movie “Fifty Shades of Grey.” “Clarity” by 
Zedd. I’m not good with songs.   
QUESTION:That’s fine. Don’t worry 
about it. What about your favorite artists? 
ANSWER: I don’t have a favorite artist.    
QUESTION:You don’t?
ANSWER:No, I like all kinds of music. I’m 
not picky.   
QUESTION:Do you have a few favorite 
artists? It doesn’t have to be just one.  
ANSWER:I Don’t know. Yeah, sorry.  
QUESTION:Don’t worry about it. That’s 
fine. What about genres? 
ANSWER:Genres? I like reggae, R&B and 
old-school funk. Not a lot of people listen 
to those.   
QUESTION:Actually, we just interviewed 
someone who liked a lot of old school. It’s 
kind of interesting.      
ANSWER:Yeah!

QUESTION: What are your five recently 
played songs? 
ANSWER:Five. That’s a lot. “Uptown 
Funk” by Bruno Mars. The name--that 
one by Usher. I forget what the name is. I 
don’t know five.
QUESTION: Do you have your iPod 
on you? 
ANSWER: No, I don’t have music on 
my phone.    
QUESTION: What about your top five 
favorite artists? 
ANSWER: Well, Bruno Mars, Usher, 
Beyonce, Fiji and Kaipo Kapua.     
QUESTION: What about favorite 
genres? 
ANSWER: R&B. Hip-hop.   

QUESTION: What are the top five 
songs you’ve listened to recently?
ANSWER: Very recently, top five I would 
say is “Forest Whitaker” by Bad Books, 
“Hungry Like the Wolf” by Duran Duran, 
“Nothing Suits Me Like A Suit” by the 
How I Met Your Mother crew. I named 
three? “I Can Love You Like That” by All 
for One and also “The Chair” by George 
Strait.   
QUESTION: Perfect. What about your 
five favorite genres?  
ANSWER: Five favorite genres. I’d say 
Hawaiian, R&B, 80s, 80s music. Classical 
Hawaiian music. Modern whatever. 
What’s it called? The stuff playing on 
the radio.     
QUESTION: What about five favorite 
artists? 
ANSWER:Five favorite artists. [Kahuka? 
Kauka?] I’d say All for One is good. I 
would say Kanye West but only onhis 
one album, technically.  
QUESTION: Which album? 
ANSWER:“College Dropout,” even 
though I’m not dropping out. Kalapana 
[Kahiko?] Red Hot Chili Peppers is a good 
one. Don’t know why I didn’t think of 
that one. 

QUESTION: What are your five most 
recently played songs?
ANSWER: I got old-school crunk music, 
workout music, K-Pop, hip-hop 2015 
playlist, reggae music and Hawaiian 
music. I usually listen to the first four 
to workout but the Hawaiian music is 
something that I like to relax, chill.    
QUESTION: Any artists in particular? 
ANSWER:I like Israel Kamakawiwo’ole. 
He’s an awesome Hawaiianmusic singer. 
He represents what Hawaii is about--love 
and aloha. I like to listen to that when I 
work in the yard because it makes a hard 
task not too bad because I’m pretty calm 
doing it, listening to that kind of music.   
QUESTION:You just like old-school 
stuff? 
ANSWER:Yeah, old-school Hawaiian. 
It’s funny because my grandparents 
listened to that kind of music and it 
reminds me of them, too. I didn’t used 
to like it before but now, I like that kind 
of music. I like to relax, that’s why. I don’t 
like being on the edge all the time. 
Especially with school.

Kristen 
Dulay

Cameron 
Ryan Jourdan

   Lupuente
Taryn
Hannemann
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Spring 

Fashionr

Model: Charlene Thepsenavong

By Jasmine Bautista | Photos by Marcel Saragena

FA S H I O N
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Fashion
#luckyweliveinhi has never been a truer hashtag. Seasons have 
never a problem in Hawai’i but it doesn’t hurt to participate in this 
year’s spring trends. 

It’s all about colors
Dark colors have no place in this season. Experiment with bright 
colors and pastels guaranteed to make your outfit pop. 
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Anything that flows 
It’s time to put away the jackets and scarves and bring out the skirts 
and dresses. People like to wear things that feel free and flowy after 
being previously bundled up in heavy layers. 

Lace
White lace has always been spring staple. The color white symbolizes 
purity and starting anew, in this case the start of a new season after a 
harsh winter. 

Floral Prints
Spring wouldn’t be spring without the blooming of flowers. Floral 
prints celebrates new life and makes any piece of clothing stand out. 
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ModCloth a website for whimsical

ModCloth is a website that prides itself on selling retro, vintage and unique clothes 
and accessories for women. The website started as a vintage-only store that found 
clothes decades old but well preserved and resold them to the hipsters and collectors. 
It has now branched off to sell a wide variety of styles that co-founder and chief creative 
officer Susan Gregg Krogg come from a vintage-inspired look. Krogg believes that all 
fashion is somehow vintage inspired.

There are many pluses to shopping with ModCloth. One being their 24-hour custom-
er service which can be reached for purchase issues or customer style help. The store 
caters to all shapes and sizes and often times features plus-size models wearing the 
clothes. It also has free shipping to Hawaii on purchases over $50 and free easy returns 
if the outfit doesn’t work out.

The website is much like a community for fashionistas all over the world. A style gal-
lery featured on their website allows shoppers to upload photos of themselves in their 
latest purchase. This gallery shows real people wearing the clothes and allows browsers 
to pick the outfit showcased or similar items to achieve the look.

Shoppers looking to buy from a particular decade or occasion will find it easy to look 
for the perfect outfit. There is also a large selection of shoes that feature designers like 
T.U.K. and Betsey Johnson. Items for the house and miscellaneous books are also avail-
able on the website.

The downside is that ModCloth can be expensive but they frequently have sales. 
Items can be placed on a wish list and the website will alert the shopper if it goes on sale 
or if it is about to be sold out. It is important to note that in some cases the customer 
is buying the print on the fabric of the dress instead of the quality of the dress. Some 
unique prints can feel cheaply made.

Whether searching for appropriate business attire, clubwear, 1940s pants or dresses 
decorated with cats and unicorns, it can all be found on ModCloth.

by Tyla Smith | Photos courtesy of ModCloth 
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Urban Outfitters joins H&M and Anthropologie as part of the many mainland stores that finally 
made its home in Hawai’i. With more than 100 locations all throughout the nation, Urban Outfit-
ters prides itself on  “contemporary art, music, and fashion,” as said on the website. 

Nestled on the corner of Kalakaua Avenue, the store is set up in a two-story warehouse. Inside, 
the store truly gives off a rustic feel. There is no fresh coat of paint and no attempt to cover up the 
holes in the wall. It’s a store that screams “hipster”, adorned by wooden shelves and geometric 
knick knacks. 

The clothing caters mainly towards boho chic, a recently popularized style influenced by con-
temporary hippie fashion. Popular pieces include floppy hats, bohemian patterns, and flowy fab-
ric to which Urban Outfitters doesn’t disappoint. Clothes are plentiful and will guarantee shop-
pers an easy find. The store is not limited to clothes. It contains room decor like vinyls and some 
furniture, as well as makeup and books. 

Realistically a college student’s budget is not ideal to spend at the store. Shoppers can expect 
to spend at least $30 on average. Pieces like men’s basics are two for $28. A wool hat can can be 
$60.

Urban Outfitters can expect to stay trendy for a while. If you’re looking to splurge, it’s worth it 
to take a peak. 

by Jasmine Bautista  | Photos by Marcel Saragena 

Urban Outfitters is calling
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R E C I P E S

 Cut cucumber into thin slices. 
Put in a bottle of your choice, add 
mint, water and chill. Can be stored 
up to two days.
     Optional: Add or substitute 
thin slices of lemon, lime and/or 
strawberries.R
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Summer Waterm
elon S

alsa

1/2 cucumber
1 mint sprig
1 glass bottle or mason jar
water

Ingredients
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Summer Waterm
elon S

alsa
Servings: 6
 3 cups seedless watermelon, small diced
	 1/4	cup		jalapeno,	seeded,	fine	diced
	 1/4	cup	red	onion,	fine	diced
 1 lime, zested and juiced
	 1/2	cup	yellow	bell	pepper,	fine	diced
 2 teaspoon cilantro, chopped
 salt and pepper

     Combine all 
ingredients in a glass 
bowl. Season with salt 
and pepper according 
to taste. Serve with 
tortilla chips.

Ingredients
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Tuna Pasta Salad

1 5oz can tuna, drained
1 medium tomato
1 cucumber
½ cup Italian dressing
dried Italian herbs
1 cup mayonnaise

Ingredients

     Mix mayo, Italian dressing, 
and dried Italian herbs well. 
Add tuna, mix well.
     Fold in pasta, tomato, and 
cucumber, mix until well coated 
with dressing. Season with salt 

and pepper.

     Bring water to a boil. Add 
salt to water until it is flavored. 
Add pasta and cook until tender 
to the bite and not soggy. 
Immediately transfer pasta in a 
colander and run through water 
to stop the cooking process.
     Drizzle with olive oil and set 
aside.

Ingredients
Pasta
8 ounces dry rotelli pasta
Olive oil
1 gallon water
salt

PastaTuna Dressing
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Tuna Pasta Salad
H

ea
rt

y 
Egg Sandwich

2 teaspoons, powdered yellow mustard
½ lemon, juiced
¼ cup mayonnaise
¼ cup sour cream
1 teaspoon cayenne pepper
salt and pepper  

10 boiled eggs, medium diced
½ cup green onion, sliced
1/3 cup red onion, medium diced
1/2 cup celery stalk, medium diced

Ingredients

     In a bowl, combine mustard, lemon juice, mayo, sour cream, and 
cayenne pepper and mix well. Add eggs, green onion, red onion and 
celery. Mix well. Season with salt and pepper to desired taste. Toast 
bread slices. Make egg sandwiches.

1 head romaine lettuce
1 tomato, large, sliced
8 slices of bread, toasted

Garnish: watercress sprigs

Servings: 4
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Student Showcase
S T U D E N T  S H O W C A S E

Ninni Johansson
A second-year international student from Sweden, 
Johansson is majoring in fine arts. Her work was show-
cased earlier this semester at the foyer gallery in the 
AD-building.

Follow her on Instagram @  9_nine_9
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They Love ME!
By Talisha Acevedo

I loved him!
I trusted him!

He was my uncle!
He was my friend.

But this had to end!
He would tell me he loved me, 

He would hug me, 
not because he loved me, 

It was just so he can get his cheap feel in, 
why? Did I let this begin?

That’s right; I’m just 5.
I thought it was alright.

He kissed me, first on the cheek, and
then on my lips.

He stuck his tongue in my mouth and 
began to put his hands in my pants and go 

down south.
He told me he loved me.

I was his favorite girl!
So I had to stay quiet and not tell the 

world!
My mommy kept asking me, 

but I wouldn’t say, “My unclekeeps 
touching me, 

but I trust him, he said its ok!”
I trust them

they love me
Mommy and Daddy said this had to End!

Mommy said he must pay!
For hurting me this way!

I said no!

I wrote this poem to bring awareness 
about child sexual abuse. In the state 
of Hawaii a pedophile will get away 
with his crime if the D.A. cannot prove 
substantial injury. Substantial injury to 
the state is blood, semen, and bruises. 
Unfortunately children who fall victims 
to these predators, but cannot show 
physical injury, will not be able to prove 
their abuse. The state goes through 
a process where they have the child 
speak to the D.A., the D.A then tells the 
child that they must confront a judge, 
jury, and cross examination, the defen-
dant (predator) will also be in the room. 
This process alone could scare the child. 
I wish the state of Hawaii would take 
into consideration the mental and emo-
tional anguish that these children face; 
not only through their time of tribula-
tion, but for the rest of their adolescent 
and adulthood lives.

by Chance Nakazato

He loved me!
No jail for him!

Mommy cried!
Raised her hand and lifted my chin!
She said, “WE LOVE YOU! Not him”

He is bad, 
He is sick, 

He has to pay for what he did!
Daddy took me for a walk, 
we had such a great talk, 
he said that I was brave, 

and because of me another little girl can 
get saved.

I love him, I trust him, 
and he is the king of my heart!

He says I’m his super girl!
And that this is a new start!

He really loves me!
That’s the best part!

My mommy looks at me; 
she says I’m so strong, 

she tells me how proud she is, 
and that there was nothing wrong...

In speaking up!

Mommy says I’m not the victim!
I am the victor!

I will see justice happen before my eyes, 
I stand in the light; I got JESUS by my 

side!
So no weapon formed against me 

will prosper
for I am covered by the blood!

I thank God for mommy and daddy 
for giving me so much love!

THEY LOVE ME!
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I t  w a s  a n  e a r l y  c o l d  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  y e t  t h e  s u n  h a s  n o t  m e t  i t s  p e a k  p o i n t  a t  m y 

w i n d o w .  I t  w a s  C h r i s t m a s  o f  1 9 9 9 .  B e i n g  a t  a g e  5  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  I  w a s  u t t e r l y  e x c i t e d  t o 

w a k e  u p  t o  a  t r e e  f u l l  o f  p r e s e n t s .  B e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  u p ,  I  w a s  b o u n d  t o  g e t 

e v e r y o n e  u p .  I  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  m y  m o m .  I  l a t e r  c r e e p  o v e r  t o  t h e  d o o r  a n d  f i n d  a n 

e m p t y  l i v i n g  r o o m  o n l y  f u l l  w i t h  b l i n k i n g  C h r i s t m a s  l i g h t s  o n  a  t r e e s ,  a n d  a  s h i f t  p i n e y 

s m e l l  t h a t  f i l l e d  t h e  r o o m .  T h e n  l a t e r ,  I  s o o n  w a l k  o v e r  t o  m y  m o m ’ s  r o o m  o n l y  t o  f i n d 

h e r  a l r e a d y  u p .  L o o k i n g  a t  h e r  w i t h  t h e s e  b i g  r o u n d  g l a s s e s ,  s h e  s o o n  s a y s  “  M e r r y 

C h r i s t m a s  b o y ”  a n d  r e p l i e d  w i t h  a  w i d e  g r i n .  S l o w l y  b u i l d i n g  e x c i t e m e n t  o n  t h e 

i n s i d e .  I  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  e a g e r  t o  g e t  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  u p .  B u t  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  I  j u s t 

w a i t e d .  I  j u s t  s a t  i n  t h e  c o l d  l i v i n g  r o o m  s t i l l  i n  m y  P J s ,  j u s t  g a z i n g  a t  t h e  l i g h t s  i n  p u r e 

m a z e . 

by Kinji Martin

Christmas
by Garrison Gorai
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S l o w l y  a s  t h e  t i m e  b e g a n  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a y ,  e v e r y o n e  s o o n  b e g a n  t o 

s p e e d  u p .  Y o u  c o u l d  s m e l l  b r e a k f a s t  b e i n g  m a d e ,  a n d  c h a t t e r i n g  g r e w  l o u d e r .  I t  w a s 

t r a d i t i o n  f o r  m e  a n d  m y  c o u s i n s  t o  s p l i t  u p  i n t o  e a c h  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  a n d 

s l o w l y  g a t h e r  w h a t  p r e s e n t  w a s  t h e r e  f r o m  t h e  t r e e ,  g e t t i n g  p a s s e d  a l l  d i f f e r e n t 

s h a p e  a n d  s i z e s  o f  p r e s e n t s .  L a t e r  m y  f a t h e r  c a m e  o v e r  w i t h  a  h u g e  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  a 

t a g  f r o m  “ S a n t a ”  ( I  n e v e r  f e l l e d  f o r  i t ,  I  a l w a y s  k n e w  S a n t a  n e v e r  e x i s t e d ) .  I t  w a s  f o r 

m y  b r o t h e r  a n d  I .  I n  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t ,  I  o p e n e d  m y  d a d ’ s  t h a t  p r e s e n t .  I 

s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  t e a r ,  t h e n  a  r i p .  T h e n  a f t e r  a  c o u p l e  r i p s  i t  w a s  a  N i n t e n d o  6 4 .  H a p p y 

a s  I  a l r e a d y  w a s ,  I  j u s t  f e l t  t h i s  r u s h  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  W e l l s  I  b e l i e v e  e v e r y o n e  w a s 

h a p p y  a b o u t  t h i s  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  g i f t ,  b u t  t h i s  m a d e  m e  f i l l e d  w i t h  h a p p i n e s s .  I  t h e n 

g l a n c e  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m ,  t h e n  h a d  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  u n i t y ,  f a m i l y ,  a n d  t o t a l l y  b l i s s  i n  t h e 

a i r ,  a s  i f  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  g o  w r o n g . 

I t ’ s  C h r i s t m a s  2 0 1 3 .  I t ’ s  a l m o s t  9 : 3 0  A M  a n d  I ’ m  n o t  e v e n  f u l l y  a w a k e  y e t . 

S l o w l y  m o v i n g ,  I  t h e n  g o  s t e p  o u t  t o  b r e a t h  o u t  a  r e g u l a r  n o r m a l  W e d n e s d a y 

m o r n i n g .  E x c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t ’ s  C h r i s t m a s ,  I  s l o w l y  d i d n ’ t  g i v e  a  d a m n .  I  w a l k e d  o u t 

o f  m y  r o o m  o n l y  t o  f i n d  a  f a k e  a r t i f i c i a l  t r e e ,  l e a n i n g  c r o o k e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  I  s t a r e d 

d o w n  m y  h a l l w a y ,  w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  m y  m o m  r o o m ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  h e r  a l r e a d y  d r e s s  a n d 

r e a d y  f o r  t h e  d a y .  S h e  s h o u t s  “ G o o d  M o r n i n g ,  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s ! ”  I  t h e n  f e l t  s l i g h t l y 

a n n o y e d  a n d  w e n t  o n  d o i n g  m y  m o r n i n g  a g e n d a .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  p l a n n e d  o n  g o i n g  t o 

m y  c o u s i n ’ s  h o u s e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s .  G e t t i n g  s e t  t o  l e a v e ,  I  s i m p l y  f o r g o t  m y  w a l l e t .  I  r a n 

b a c k  t o  m y  h o u s e  o n l y  t o  f i n d  j u s t  a  t r e e  a n d  n o t h i n g  u n d e r  i t .  I t  w a s  s i m p l y  j u s t  a 

d a r k  l i v i n g  j u s t  i n  c o l d  s i l e n c e .  I  s i m p l y  g r a b ,  m y  w a l l e t  a n d  t o o k  a  d e e p  b r e a t h ,  a s  I 

a l w a y s  r e m e m b e r  c h i l d h o o d  C h r i s t m a s  m e m o r i e s … .

by Kinji Martin
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Ka Umeke Kā‘eo 

May 1, 2015

W R I T IN G  P R I Z E S
THREE $100 cash awards for 

writing in the Hawaiian language

THREE $100 cash awards for 
writing in the English language

A R T S  P R I Z E S
THREE $100 gift cards

from Amazon.com

NATIVE  HAWAIIAN

Writing & Arts

for more information, visit

achievement awards

SUBMIT ENTRIES AT PUPUAOEWA.ORG OR PUPU@HAWAII.EDU

pupuaoewa.org

deadline

sponsored by Pūpū A ̀ O ̀ Ewa Native Hawaiian Writing and Arts and Student Life
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Part of the Hawai’i Graduation Initiative
TMTM

Part of the Hawai’i Graduation Initiative

Graduate on time & get ahead.

Develop an academic plan to
make sure you’re taking the required 
courses to earn your degree on time.

http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/aa/aapp/advisors.html

KNOW YOUR
ACADEMIC ADVISOR
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Take the credit, you’ve earned it.
If you’ve earned your Associate of Arts in Teaching or are currently a student, you could be well 
on your way to a bachelor’s degree at the University of Phoenix® College of Education. With the 
new AAT to BSED Transfer Pathway for Leeward Community College graduates, you’re that much 
closer to earning a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education.

Our transfer program, Pathway Plus, also provides exclusive 
savings for all Leeward Community College graduates, including 
a tuition reduction and fee waivers through our Prior Learning 
Assessment, which allows you to take credit for experience 
outside the classroom.*

The earlier you begin to plan your transfer, the sooner you can 
start to pursue your next goal. 

New classes starting soon.

Earn your degree at our Kapolei Learning Center 
or online. Visit phoenix.edu/leewardcc or 
contact Rachel Hashimoto, Senior Enrollment 
Representative, at 808.524.9808 or  
rachel.hashimoto@phoenix.edu.

For more information about each of these programs, including on-time completion rates, the median debt incurred by students who completed the 
program and other important information, please visit: phoenix.edu/programs/ge/bsed-e.html
University of Phoenix Hawaii Campus — an NCATE-accredited institution.
* Special reduced tuition rates apply if your community college is an Education Partner of University of Phoenix, up to a 5 percent savings. Application to the PLA process does not guarantee credits will be applied.
The University’s Central Administration is located at 1625 W. Fountainhead Pkwy., Tempe, AZ 85282. Online Campus: 3157 E. Elwood St., Phoenix, AZ 85034. Visit phoenix.edu/about_us/accreditation.html for 
information about University of Phoenix accreditations and licensures. 
© 2015 University of Phoenix, Inc. All rights reserved.  |  COE-4319


