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Countdown clocks placed around the 

school have solidified the reality of the 

new campus on the rise in Kapolei. There 

are just four months left until the official 

opening of the campus in August. In mid-

March, 15 UH West O‘ahu Student Club 

officers traveled from Pearl City to Kapolei 

to go on a guided tour of the new campus 

with Chancellor Gene Awakuni along with 

Student Life Coordinator, Colleen Rost-Ban-

ik. Chancellor Awakuni has been working 

with contractor Albert C. Kobayashi and 

architect John Hara to begin construc-

tion on the project. In a post-interview 

with Chancellor Awakuni, he shared his 

own thoughts of anticipation about the 

opening, “Honestly, I’m very excited and 

it’s not just because I’ve had to juggle so 

many details in the new campus construc-

tion over the past 5-6 years, but because 

for UH West O‘ahu, the (new) campus has 

been anticipated for nearly 40 years! I’m 

looking forward to the opening because 

I know that a lot of residents out here, 

and including a number of our own UH 

West O‘ahu graduates, have been waiting 

for this new campus for a very long time. 

I also hope that current UH West O‘ahu 

students will help us in developing a real 

student life now that we’re finally getting 

a campus to call our own”. 

Of course, we can’t expect that the 

journey was all that smooth. Students 

were curious about the types of challeng-

es that the Chancellor is currently facing 

about the move. In response he said, “As 

you might imagine, moving the campus 

from Pearl City to Kapolei is a logistical 

challenge”. He continues with the “nitty-

gritty” as staff members, Donna Kiyosaki 

and Kimo Yamaguchi, “are tasked with 

coming up with basic details such as how 

many moving boxes will be needed for all 

of our faculty and staff? What are the best 

dates for the movers to move them to 

Kapolei? Who is teaching summer school 

and who’s not?” These are the types of 

questions that make students curious as 

well. It is understandable that small yet 

crucial tasks such as these are seen as 

a challenge. During the campus tour, the 

student leaders were overwhelmed with 

how much they saw in Kapolei. It is no 

wonder that small details are a challenge.  

Prepared with hard hats, vests, and 

sturdy shoes, the group made way 

HELLO,  GOODBYE: 
A TOUR & TALK WITH CHANCELLOR AWAKUNI

through the construction site. The grand 

entry way into the campus will be the 

only one of its kind in all the college 

campuses of Hawai‘i. A long single strip 

of road with mounds of greenery on both 

sides will lead you to an entry circle, mak-

ing UH West O‘ahu a destination and not 

simply a space. Grass for the Great Lawn 

had just been planted and is expected to 

be full grown by the time August comes 

around. The club [continued on page 4] 

BY ALYSSA GAMPONG
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BY ALYSSA GAMPONG

[continued from page 3] officers were 

excited to hear that the lawn capacity is 

6,000 people, a great venue to hold many 

types of events. When they were able 

to finally step off the tour bus and walk 

across wooden pathways that led them 

to the Classroom building imagination be-

came reality. Along with this, the Chancel-

lor also shared some of the more exciting 

features that students can look forward 

to in the Fall semester, “Right off the bat, 

we’ll have our own book store and have 

hired a new bookstore manager, Debralee 

Goto, to get this set up and running. We 

are also focusing a lot of our efforts and 

attention to sustainability, both in curricu-

lum areas as well as day-to-day practices. 

We are building photovoltaic farms to help 

take our campus’ energy needs “off the 

grid”. Even our new buildings, especially 

the classroom and lab buildings, have 

been designed to take advantage of the 

natural elements as much as possible. 

The classrooms and faculty offices are 

air-conditioned but the hallways and 

materials used in the construction of the 

buildings are designed to stay cool with 

the natural trade wind flow. The glass 

windows allow more natural light through, 

thus cutting down on the amount of light-

ing needs during daylight hours. We are 

still trying to finalize contracts with food 

vendors, but I can tell you that the caliber 

of the food we will be offering in Kapolei 

will be the envy of everyone. Some of the 

food served on campus will also be grown 

on campus thanks to a partnership we 

are finalizing with MA‘O Organic Farms”.  

Comfy classrooms and food, these are 

definitely two major items that the UH 

West O‘ahu ‘ohana have already been 

dreaming about, especially food. No more 

walking to Leeward, bringing home lunch, 

or driving off campus. 

Continuing on their tour, naturally 

breezy hallways and high ceilings both 

impressed and energized the student 

leaders. It was also comforting to know 

that the small family feel that West O‘ahu 

students are accustomed to and love 

will be maintained with classrooms that 

are big enough to hold no more than 40 

students. And in comparison to our cur-

rent amount of seven classrooms in Pearl 

City, 40 classrooms in Kapolei sound like 

more than enough to accommodate our 

growing population. There will also be 

two lecture halls that will be able to hold 

80 people, much comfier than a typi-

cal lecture hall that can hold hundreds. 

When asked whether all classes will be 

held at the new campus, the Chancel-

lor replied that “Nearly all UHWO classes 

will be held at Kapolei, but we are also 

exploring the possibility of holding a few, 

mostly evening, classes here in Pearl City 

since Building E belongs to us”. Looks like 

some of us will be able to still enjoy the 

intimacy of E-lanai.

The club officers were also surprised to 

walk in to such elaborate settings in the 

Laboratory building. Equipped with both 

dry and wet labs, students will be able 

to further their education in the sciences. 

The library was also striking with its wall 

of glass windows that opened up a full 

circle view of the surrounding campus and 

landscape of mountains on one side and 

ocean on the other. On the outside of the 

buildings, the group strolled through cool 

walkways and an abundance of shady 

seating areas for students to hang out or 

study. At the close of the tour Chancellor 

Awakuni further excited the club officers 

with plans for the surrounding area of 

the campus which would include an arts 

theatre and a museum. After the tour, he 

shared more plans for the future, “Right 

now we are asking the State Legislature to 

help us fund planning and design for two 

new buildings in Kapolei: Creative Media 

and Allied Health. Omnitrak did a survey 

for us in 2011 and these are two areas 

that residents identified as having both 

need and interest”. But Chancellor Awaku-

ni has also been working with people and 

groups outside of the West O‘ahu commu-

nity, “In addition we are hoping to expand 

our partnership with Tokai University and 

to develop future relationships with other 

international academic institutions. Tokai 

is hoping to break gound on their project 

(also a new campus) this summer with 

completion by early 2014. I’m of the mind 

that partnerships like these will help UH 

West O‘ahu students, not just in foster-

ing cultural exchange and understanding 

between our county and theirs, but in cre-

ation of new student exchange opportuni-

ties between campuses”. No longer will 

people ask and wonder, “What’s UH West 

O‘ahu? Is that Leeward? Where is it?”

Conversations on the bus back to cam-

pus revolved around a desire to postpone 

graduation just for the chance to truly 

experience more of the new campus and 

a drive to celebrate our final semester 

in Pearl City. The result was UHWO Clubs 

joining forces to create UHWO Pride Week 

which encompassed our annual UH West 

O‘ahu Day along with many other fes-

tive events to commemorate our time 

here. The anticipation is definitely on an 

all-time high and after decades of waiting 

and planning UH West O‘ahu is finally 

moving to a permanent home sweet 

home.
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Donna Kiyosaki is the Vice Chancellor for 
Administration here at UH – West O‘ahu. I 
recently had the pleasure of talking with 
her about the importance of teamwork 
and the anticipation and excitement 
surrounding the changes that are going 
to take place as the result of relocating 
to the new campus in Kapolei. We also 
talked about her hobbies, her beloved 
dachshunds and those she admires and 
looks to for inspiration. 

Erika: Can you give a description of what 

you do at UH –West O‘ahu?

Donna:  My job is to support all other 

activities that occur on campus. Our re-

sponsibilities encompass finance, human 

BY ALYSSA GAMPONG

resources, facilities and auxiliary services, 

and information technology (IT).  The 

facilities and auxiliary area will experience 

tremendous growth when we move to 

the new campus with the establishment 

of a bookstore, dining services, parking 

management, and increased security. Be-

cause of my engineering background, I’m 

also involved in aspects of the campus 

construction and I’m working on addi-

tional construction phases of the campus 

planned over the next few years.  

Erika:  What is your favorite part of the 

work you do at UHWO?

Donna:  I love being able to help people 

figure out ways to get things done, espe-

cially if it’s for the good of the campus 

and will improve the quality of the UHWO 

experience for students, faculty, and staff. 

I also enjoy working with an enthusiastic 

team of people who all want to help West 

O‘ahu move forward and achieve its goals. 

For the past 35 years, I’ve held jobs both 

in the public and private sector. While the 

private sector is more financially reward-

ing, in the public sector, it’s the feeling 

that you’re doing something that’s going 

to make a difference for generations to 

come that warms my heart and gets me 

excited about coming to work. 

Erika:  What is the most challenging 

aspect of your job?

Donna:  Right now, it’s making sure that 

we are ready for the transition to the new 

campus. It’s crazy how many things need 

to be coordinated and planned in order to 

move.  But it’s not just the physical move 

that concerns me, it’s the intellectual and 

cultural change people face that may be 

harder to bridge. Our campus community 

needs to be mentally prepared for the 

rapid expansion and growth that’s going 

to occur over the next few years and be 

open to embracing new experiences.

Erika:  Are you excited about moving to 

the new campus?

Donna:  I’m very excited about moving 

because of the amazing opportunities that 

will open up for our students, faculty, 

and staff. I believe that a huge part of a 

college experience is identifying with a 

BY ERIKA CARLSON

unique campus community. We’ve been 

a step-child of Leeward CC, but now 

we have a chance to establish our own 

identity at the new Kapolei campus. It will 

boost how students feel about themselves 

and how they feel about their course 

work, it’ll make the professors even more 

excited about teaching, and it’ll make 

staff even more dedicated to improving 

services. 

Erika: What activities do you enjoy out-

side of work?

Donna:  I love to travel, especially to 

Japan and Las Vegas. I enjoy seeing dif-

ferent things, meeting different people, 

experiencing different lifestyles and being 

able to come back and appreciate what 

we have in Hawai‘i. If I had more time on 

my hands, I would enjoy cooking more. 

Since I was in college, cooking has always 

been my creative release. The other 

thing I do outside of work is spend time 

with my dogs. I have mini-dachshunds. 

They are so noisy, but so loving. They go 

to doggie day care every day while I’m 

working, but, they sleep with me at night 

(laughs).

Erika:  Who inspires you?

Donna:  It’s people that I meet every-

day who inspire me. Especially in higher 

education, there are so many people who 

are passionate about making a posi-

tive difference in someone’s life. It’s the 

people I work with, who want to do the 

right things for the right reasons, who 

inspire me. And it’s my daughter and my 

son, who are very different people and 

have taught me the value of acceptance, 

who inspire me.  My daughter is in her 

third year of medical school, is on her 

way to being a surgeon, and has honored 

all her rotations. She’s intense, focused, 

and driven. She works hard but plays 

harder. Ever since she started speaking, 

she always said that she was going to be 

a doctor someday. She went through ma-

jor personal struggles during her teenage 

years but has emerged an even stronger 

person. And then there’s my son, the light 

of my life, who was diagnosed early on 

with [continued on page 7]

INTERVIEW WITH

DONNA KIYOSAKI

*courtesy of UH West O‘ahu
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FOCUS POCUS BY ALYSSA GAMPONG
     
     It takes half an hour to drive from my house in Waialua to 
campus in Pearl City. Recently, I’ve been finding myself perform-
ing faux magic tricks that leave me in awe. One moment I’ll be 
looking at the Mokulei‘a shoreline in my rear view mirror and 
the next the thing I realize, 20 minutes has elapsed and I’m on 
the H2 passing through Mililani. What?? 
     The best way I can describe it is like falling asleep in my fa-
miliar bed, but waking up on a strange boat in the middle of the 
ocean; it’s just that bizarre, not knowing how I got somewhere. 
It’s trippy, but my attention just can’t seem to focus on one 
thing at a time because I could be everywhere else besides my 
car. I could be writing my next paper, going over the differences 
between APA and MLA, replaying an episode of “Ghost Adven-
tures”, thinking about calling my friend to check-in because she 
got kicked out of her house, wondering if I’d have to take my 
math COMPASS test again, calculating how much longer I’d have 
to stay in school if I failed at math, trying to figure out what day 
of the week it was, listening to Adele and imagining her Gram-
mys performance… It just never ends. 
     Sometimes the same thing happens to me in the classroom. 
I know, not the best place, but it happens. Most of the time my 
attention is focused on the lecture, but there are days when I 
feel like Alice, in my wonderland: a whole other world where 
there are no limits and my attention ebbs and flows through 
depths of impossibilities… I’m an astronaut; I’m rich and live on 
my own island; I’m a famous author, actress or rock star… When 
I get lost in my own thoughts, I can really get lost in my own 
thoughts.
     Whether it’s an escape from reality or simply a lack of ability 
to stay focused, it’s kind of amazing the places we can go and 
the things we can do in our heads. That makes me think about 
the way we’re encouraged to use our imaginations in pre-school 
and kindergarten. No one ever told us the harder part would be 
turning our imaginations off. 
     Still, I do pretty well at getting my stuff done. A wandering 
mind is not always lost.

MAJOR PAIN BY AARON MOORE
  
  The name of the pain is sociology. Sociology is essentially the 
study of how people interact, or more simply, the study of soci-
ety. The field of sociology focuses on group behavior. 
     Sociology is similar to both marketing and psychology in that 
it encompasses a broad scope of information. Because every 
aspect of our lives is affected by societal behavior, sociology is 
interdisciplinary and  branches into other subjects ranging from 
health to the internet. Another reason that the field is constantly 
incorporating methods of study and information from other disci-
plines is because societies are constantly changing.
     Prospective students of sociology have many careers to 
choose from in areas such as business, social service, journal-
ism, politics, public relations, corrections, law, education, health 
care, counseling and public administration. 
     The UHWO Sociology Club actively participates in fundraising 
and awareness projects that support local charities and non-
profit organizations. More information about the club is available 
on the UHWO homepage. 
     Professor Delucchi is the faculty contact for students interest-
ed in sociology. His email address is also available on the UHWO 
homepage. 

EDITOR’S NOTE  BY HOKU PRUETT
  
Aloha Fellow Pueo!

     Our Spring semester is quickly coming to an end and we are 
all excited for summer, not just because we can finally relax, but 
because we are that much closer to our new home in Kapolei! 
I would like to take this time to thank all of our readers and 
our hard working staff for putting out four issues of The Hoot in 
such a short time frame. Having to balance our school work and 
personal life has been difficult, but we made it happen, and I’m 
so thankful to have such a great team!! Thank you to Chancellor 
Awakuni for giving us this opportunity and to Kalowena Komeiji 
for supporting The Hoot. A special shout out goes to our Faculty 
Advisor Sharla Hanaoka for guiding us along the way and making 
sure we have all the resources we need to be successful. If you 
didn’t know, The Hoot is UHWO’s first student-run newspaper.
It’s made for the students by the students and I want to en-
courage all of our peers to get involved. We are going to need a 
much bigger staff to cover all the exciting news buzzing around 
campus. We will need writers, photographers, graphic designers, 
artists and cartoonists. If you are interested, please contact us 
via email. I hope you enjoy our first printed issue of The Hoot. 
Happy reading!

Good luck on your finals and have a safe summer!!

DEAR AVERY
[Avery is on vacation this month.]
     Need some advice? Friend drama? Dealing with love pains? 
Stressed at home or work? Avery can help with all of the above! 
Dear Avery provides personal advice and opinions that any-
one can use. Students, faculty and staff  members are equally 
encouraged to write letters to Avery, who provides an unbiased 
perspective with a dash of realism.
     You may send your question to dearavery.thehoot@gmail.
com with “Dear Avery” in the subject box. Feel free to use an 
impersonal email address to eliminate privacy concerns. All sub-
missions will remain anonymous.

EDITORIALS..............
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[continued from page 5] Asperger’s, which is a form of autism. 

He has struggled and worked hard in school and in making 

friends all his life and just last year, he graduated Cum Laude 

from Pacific University majoring in Japanese and minoring in 

Business. I never thought I’d see the day when that would hap-

pen. Our next goal is to get him out and working in the commu-

nity. When all is said and done, my children are and will always 

be my inspiration. 

INTERVIEW WITH DONNA KIYOSAKI

A new publication of student 
writing debuts this Spring.
     English lecturer David Odhiambo got the idea for 
Papa‘ele‘ele, a cutting-edge Student Writing Blog, when he 
read student essays that needed an audience for writing that 
chronicled snippets of their engaged work at the university 
level. Much like a cafe, this publication is a site where the 
diversity of this work creates a public forum for ongoing 
discussions.
     Papa‘ele‘ele is a collection of critical and creative essays 
written by students in the Humanities, or in WI courses, at 
UH West O’ahu.  Papa’ele’ele translates to “chalkboard“ in 
English and reflects the blog’s purpose of providing a space 
for students to showcase excellence in writing. 
Once a semester, this publication will take place in an online 
forum that provides a framework from which to showcase 
exceptional work by UH West O‘ahu students while also 
fostering interdisciplinary discourse. The Blog will include 
assignment sheets of faculty alongside students’ essays so 
that it can also serve as a useful resource and inspiration for 
students and teachers alike. 
     The No‘eau Center for Writing, Math, and Academic Suc-
cess helps sponsor Papa’ele’ele.
     Submissions from any student or by way of faculty can 
be made to odhiambo@hawaii.edu or cnolte@hawaii.edu by 
May 8th. 

Name: Spiros Halkiopoulos
Class Standing: Senior

How do you feel about moving to the new campus?
“I feel great about the new campus and excited for the ongo-
ing students.  I think it’s a great move and a step up.”

Anything you’ll miss about this campus?
“The closeness. Being on a small campus makes everyone 
come together easier.  Makes it a smaller community, but 
stronger.”

Name: Ali Sek

How do you feel about moving to the new campus?
“I am excited. I can’t wait! I want to plant a tree there.”

Anything you’ll miss about this campus?
“Shade.”

students’ thoughts

students’ thoughts



HUMANITIES MAJORS WITH 
DR. BRENDA MACHOSKY IN FRONT 
OF THE METROPOLITAN OPERA, 
LINCOLN CENTER, NEW YORK.
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     UH West O‘ahu’s Dr. Joseph Bariyanga 
finished 19th out of 29,000 runners in the 
inaugural Hapalua Half Marathon in Ho-
nolulu on Sunday, March 11. Placing first 
in his age group, Bariyanga finished the 
13.1-mile race with an impressive time of 
1 hour, 20 minutes and 42 seconds.   
     Congratulations, Dr. Bariyanga!
     So how does he do it? He runs four 
times a week at a pace of 10 miles per 
hour at Kapi‘olani Park one day and at 
the gym on the treadmill on the other 
three days. What does he eat? His single 
daily meal consists of a variety of healthy 
foods, including a lot of vegetables boiled 

AROUND CAMPUS

CONGRATS DR. BARIYANGA!

UH WEST O‘AHU DAY 
SUCCESS

without oil and flavored with a bit of curry 
spice and a dash of salt, fruit (two pears 
or one mango), three to four ounces of 
almonds, and three ounces of chicken 
(once or twice a week) or one boiled egg, 
and dried beans, sprouted bread, one 
piece of chocolate (for the antioxidants), a 
small glass of red wine (again, for the an-
tioxidants) and a lot of water (12 glasses 
a day).  
     Think you can handle Dr. Bariyanga’s 
regimen? Do you have a workout routine 
of your own? Let us know how you keep 
in shape! Send us your story at uhwothe-
hoot@gmail.com.

and take pictures for one dollar. Pre-
Law Club sponsored a guest speaker, 
Gary Hooser, who is presently Director 
of Environmental Quality Control for the 
State of Hawai‘i. Another notable speaker 
was Interim Vice Chancellor of Academic 
Affairs, Joe Mobley, promoting sustainabil-
ity on our campus. Music from our local 
radio station 98.5 streamed through our 
audio system and everyone was feeling 
the positive vibes. Later in the afternoon, 
we switched gears and were entertained 
by a live, local rock band called Master of 
Oz. We were also very fortunate to have 
the Hawaiian-Pacific Club dance for us. 
If you missed out on this event, don’t 
worry there’s always next year and plenty 
events in between!

The winners of next year’s Student 
Body Officers are listed on page 10.

    It was a beautiful, hot, yet breezy 
Wednesday afternoon here in Pearl City. 
Students crowded the Associated Stu-
dents of University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu 
(ASUHWO) booth as they received their 
free “West is Best” t-shirts after they 
voted for next year’s Student Body Of-
ficers. They were also eligible to enter the 
grand prize drawing if they participated 
in activities at eight booths. About 14 
clubs had stands with freebies, games or 
food for sale. Humanities club sold books, 
gave away pizza and asked students to 
sign their petition for a Master’s Program. 
Psychology Club offered free 15 minute 
massages and the Filipino Club gave away 
notepads made of cardboard from Kim 
Chee Noodle Bowls and “Mighty” wallets 
created out of priority mail envelopes. 
The Photography club hosted a photo 
booth, where students could dress up 

BY HOKU PRUETT

“It was an okay event, a lot of people 
participated in it and the clubs got sev-
eral club members. It was a good way 
to get people involved.” Dawn Goya, 
Freshman
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To prepare for registration, be sure to:

•  Confirm the day you are eligible to 

register by viewing the CHECK MY REGIS-

TRATION STATUS page in MyUH.

•  Ensure there are no holds that will 

prevent your eligibility to register by view-

ing the CHECK MY REGISTRATION STATUS 

page in MyUH.

•  View the schedule of classes on 

MyUH myuh.hawaii.edu to plan your class 

schedule.  Be sure to check that you 

meet any prerequisites or co-requisites 

for classes you are interested in register-

REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER AND FALL 2012 HAS 
BEGUN. STUDENTS MAY REGISTER ANYTIME ON, OR AFTER THEIR REGISTRA
TION START DATE; EARLY REGISTRATION IS ENCOURAGED.  FOR MORE INFOR
MATION, VISIT UHWO.HAWAII.EDU/REGISTRATION TO VIEW THE SUMMER AND 
FALL 2012 REGISTRATION INFORMATION.

CLUB CORNER: PRE-LAW

WEST O‘AHU
DAY PHOTOS

     The Pre-Law Club is for students in-
terested in entering the legal field. Active 
membership in the club is a great way 
to make social and professional connec-
tions. Students are able to contact other 
members of the club to study together for 
tests and to learn more about the struc-
ture and functions of the law. 
     The specifics of what the club aims 
to accomplish each semester may differ 
significantly since each semester’s events 
and activities are planned according to 
the interests and goals of the current 
members.
     Last semester, Pre-Law Club members 
toured the Richardson Law School at UH-
Manoa and interviewed a panel of current 
Law School students. This tour was highly 

requested because many club members 
planned to attend Richardson. The Gay/
Straight Alliance and Pre-Law Club teamed 
up to host Blake Oshiro, who is currently 
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Governor Neil 
Abercrombie, to speak during the tour. 
He spoke about the struggles he faced to 
push forward a bill that would legalize 
civil marriages in Hawai‘i and his experi-
ences during and after law school.
     The Pre-Law Club also offers op-
portunities to make a difference within 
the community. Its members are highly 
motivated to engage in the legal sys-
tem, promote social justice and positive 
change.  During UHWO Pride Week, the 
Pre-Law Club set up a booth with informa-
tion about SB 922, a comprehensive sex 

ing for by viewing the General Catalog’s 

course description section at uhwo.hawaii.

edu/catalog.

•  If you need assistance planning your 

class schedule or anticipate graduating in 

summer or fall 2012, we encourage you 

to meet with a student services academic 

advisor who can assist you with your 

academic planning.

If you should have questions, please 

contact the Student Services Office at 454-

4700 or by email at uhwo.info@hawaii.

edu.

education bill that would affect Hawai‘i’s 
Public Schools.
     For West O‘ahu Day, Gary Hooser, 
currently the Director of Environmental 
Quality Control and former Hawai‘i State 
Senator, was invited by the Pre-Law Club 
to speak about the importance of voting 
in upcoming school and national elec-
tions. 

Name: Jennifer
Class Standing: Senior

How do you feel about moving to the 
new campus? 
“It’s farther…but seems exciting.”

Anything you’ll miss about this campus?
“The smallness.” students’ thoughts
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UHWO PROFESSOR COACHES HAWAII TEAM 
TO VICTORY AT HARVARD SOCIAL ENTERPRISE 
COMPETITION

UH West O‘ahu Assistant Professor Keith 
Sakuda coached Hawaii-based Ho’oulu Pa-
cific to 1st place at the 13th Annual Har-
vard Social Enterprise Conference Pitch for 
Change Competition, beating out teams 
from Wharton, Cambridge, Fletcher, MIT 
Sloan, and Harvard.  The Harvard Social En-
terprise Conference has been called one of 
the “top 12 most influential and exclusive 
executive gatherings,” an honor shared 
with the World Economic Forum at Davos, 
TED, and the Clinton Global Initiative.

Ho’oulu Pacific pitched a sustainable aqua-
ponics system developed by the University 
of Hawaii College for Tropical Agriculture 
and Human Resources.  The system produc-
es hundreds of pounds of fresh vegetables 
and fish each year and can be leveraged to 
improve the health and self-sufficiency of 
people throughout the Pacific Islands.  The 
low-cost system was designed with the re-
mote Pacific Islands in mind, and can be 
adapted to both rural and urban communi-
ties across the world.

Team members included graduate stu-
dents David Walfish (HPU) and Kiara Saka-
moto (UHM), as well as local entrepreneur 
Scott Shibata of Diagenetix.  Sakuda cred-

ited cooperation between universities and 
support from the community as keys to 
Ho’oulu Pacific’s victory.

“I hope our project can serve as a model 
for future sustainability efforts in Hawaii,” 
team leader Walfish says.  “Combining the 
strengths of Hawaii’s universities with sup-
port from the business community will ac-
celerate Hawaii’s path to sustainability.”

	  
Ho’oulu Pacific is currently a semi-finalist 
in the prestigious Dell Social Innovation 
Challenge.  UHWO students can learn more 
about the project and vote for it by visit-
ing www.hooulupacific.org to access a brief 
video and more information.

ASUHWO ELECTION RESULTS
The ASUHWO election results have been 
tallied, and the following students have 
been elected to serve on the student gov-
ernment for the 2012-2013 academic year. 
Their positions take effect June 1, 2012.
 

President - Stacy Garcia
Vice-President - Bradley Casamina
Senior Senator - Jamie Beasley
Sophomore Senator - Micah Gowen
Freshman Senator - Froilan Garma
Social Sciences Senator - Jill Honjo
 

Congratulations to all who applied and ran 
campaigns!

Please note that special elections will oc-
cur at the beginning of the Fall semester 
for the remaining seats in the Senate, in-
cluding:
 
Secretary
Treasurer
Junior Senator
Business Administration Senator
Education Senator
Humanities Senator
Public Administration Senator

Should you have interest in run-
ning for one of the open seats, 
please contact Student Services 
at 808-454-4700.

Associated Students of the University of Hawai‘i - West O‘ahu
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“I will always remember the old campus as a place that was 
very intimate, where I would be able to say “hello” to at least ten 
people I knew on my way to class. I will also remember the cats 
that I fed and how they seemed to all get along by respecting 
each other.”  Jody Helfand

“The University of West O‘ahu began in the storefront that was 
next to massage parlor in Pearl City. I used to wonder if we can 
try and recruit the massage therapist and clients for students.” 
Dr. Gary Helfand

“The feeling of  “ohana”, free 
parking and ease of getting 
from the parking lot to my  of-
fice.” Dr. Ross Prizzia 

“Small, congenial parking lot 
views!” Chris Conybeare

MEMORIES OF 
OUR 

PEARL CITY
CAMPUS

BY KELLI MAENO, SHANNON TAKAI, 
& AARON SANTOS 



BY FELICIA WUN

BY ERIKA CARLSON
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WHAT’S
TRENDING?

    It’s officially the first day of spring! 
It’s the perfect time to liven up your 
wardrobe with pops of bright color. Ok, I 
admit that I love color more than the next 
person, but I also understand why bright 
colors can be a little intimidating. Most 
tend to cling to fashion that’s comfortable 
and familiar, like solid basics in shades of 
black and grey. Nothing wrong with that! 
But, what’s so great about color is that 
you can add either a little or a lot to give 
your outfit a little something extra. So, 
repeat after me: Color is my friend, let me 
embrace color!
     If you want to take a short ride on the 
wild side, just follow these four friendly 
tips for injecting a little bit of color into 
your wardrobe:  

TIPS
1.  Sometimes less is more. Start 
small, throw on some neon green shoe-
laces or mix up your neutral outfit with a 
bright hoodie.   
2.   Embrace color! Don’t be afraid to try 
something new. Take the plunge and rock 
the neon or any other color you might be 
afraid of. You might end up liking it.    
3.  Blue (or any other primary color) isn’t 
just blue anymore. There are so many 
variations, from cerulean, to denim, to so-
dalite, to navy. Find what works for you.     
4.  Adding color to your look is not lim-
ited to clothing options. Remember, your 
hair is your biggest accessory. If possible, 
experiment with a red or blue streak. For 
the ladies, try a colorful headband or pin.  

#RAINBOW
BRIGHT DUSTY LITTLE

GEMS: 
TEMPLE GRANDIN

    Starring Claire Danes, HBO’s 2010 made-
for-TV movie, “Temple Grandin”, is an 
excellent introduction to the history, na-
ture and implications of autism. The true 
story is based on the books “Thinking in 
Pictures” by Temple Grandin and “Emer-
gence” by Temple Grandin and Margaret 
M. Scariano. 
     It was 1951 when Temple Grandin’s 
mother, played by Julia Ormond, en-
listed the help of a psychiatrist for her 
4-year-old daughter’s odd and disturbing 
behaviors. Grandin was non-verbal, made 
no eye contact, showed no interest in 
other children, did not like to be touched, 
and had sensory sensitivities which led to 
tantrums. 
     The pervasive developmental disorder 
known today as autism was alternately 
called infantile schizophrenia when Gran-
din was 4 years old. Autism was said to 
be a condition caused by “refrigerator 
mothers” who had failed to bond with 
their children. It was presumed that these 
children were lost causes, and as a con-
sequence of this presumption, behavioral 
treatments and therapies were not just 
unavailable, they were inconceivable. 
Having been given bleak outlooks with no 
hope of forward progress by doctors, the 
families of these children usually opted 
to sign them off to life-long care at live-in 
mental institutions.
     However, Grandin’s mother had 
entirely different plans for her daughter. 
With Grandin’s own determination and 

her mother’s persistence and support, 
she learned to speak, attended board-
ing school then college, and went on to 
become an esteemed animal scientist, a 
respected college professor and a phe-
nomenal public speaker.   
    Another autism-themed movie, 1988’s 
highly acclaimed “Rain Man”, based its 
central character on the male autistic 
savant Kim Peek (Dustin Hoffman) in a 
story about a severely autistic man that 
incidentally taught his self-serving brother 
(Tom Cruise) to have compassion. “Rain 
Man” could be considered a breakthrough 
because, in place of the mysterious void 
elicited by the word ‘autism’ in the minds 
of the general public, was suddenly a 
character that provided a reference about 
the disorder. 
     “Temple Grandin” is similarly ac-
complished as “Rain Man” in furnishing 
its audience with an example of autism. 
Further, “Temple Grandin” adds to the 
insights about autism that “Rain Man” 
provided.  
     First, “Temple Grandin” gives a real-
istic, rare account of the life of a female 
with autism. Through dress and charac-
ter, it is made evident that Grandin was 
not interested in fashion, make-up and 
interactive play with dolls. Although some 
females are disinterested in “girly things”, 
the indifference is more prevalent among 
girls with autism.  
     “Temple Grandin” also helps to break 
the singular, “Rain Man”- like interpreta-
tion of autism that had been ingrained 
in the public’s mind. Unlike “Rain Man”, 
who thought cars had the same monetary 
value as candy bars, Grandin had a strong 
understanding of the workings of the 
world and could perform simple, mun-
dane tasks, like getting dressed, indepen-
dently.  Nevertheless, an intolerance of 
social interaction [continued on page 12] 



DUSTY LITTLE GEMS: TEMPLE GRANDIN

Lens, Cara Haitsuka-Scanlan, 
Spring 2012, Art 196

Perspective, Esther Miller, 
Spring 2012, Art 196

Refreshing, 
Melissa Dulay, Spring 2012, Art 196

Iteration towards perfection,
Paula Subia, Spring 2012, Art 196

Shapes
Michael Rodgers, Spring 2012, Art 196

BY ERIKA CARLSON
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ARTIST’S CORNER

[continued from page 11] and extreme 
sensitivity to minute changes in her im-
mediate surroundings qualified her as 
having autism.           
     Milder forms of autism (e.g., As-
perger’s Disorder, PDD-NOS) are relatively 
recent additions to the continuum known 
as the autistic spectrum. This spectrum 
represents people with symptoms that 
are hardly noticeable to severe. “Temple 
Grandin” illustrates the expansion of the 
autistic spectrum to include individu-
als that have very high potential to be 
independent, successful adults, despite 
moderate to severe disability in certain 
areas.
     Most importantly, “Temple Grandin” 
demonstrates that the challenging symp-
toms of autism can improve via experi-
ence and learning. On an unchartered 
path to earning a Ph.D., Grandin had a 
rough start as a young child who declined 
to participate in all social interactions, 
as a teenager who was teased by her 
peers for being strange and aloof, and 

as a “squeeze-machine”-dependent 
college student with a fear of sliding 
doors. But, through exposure to new 
people and situations, she was able to 
learn, apply earlier learning to future 
endeavors, and to allow – even to 
welcome - more new experiences. 
     “Temple Grandin” illustrates the 
tremendous amount of growth that 
can be accomplished by autistic 
people.  
     Also starring Catherine O’Hara as 
Grandin’s aunt and David Strathairn 
as her friend and influential teacher, 
“Temple Grandin” is an uplifting dra-
ma that showcases a realistic balance 
between some of autism’s weaknesses 
and strengths. It is educational, but 
not without its funny moments. Car-
rying the message of treating people 
and animals with respect, it seam-
lessly entertains. 

Name: Darlene Nases
Class Standing: Sophomore

How do you feel about moving to the 
new campus?
“I am excited for a new and bigger 
campus!”

Anything you’ll miss about this campus?
“It’s closer to home.”

students’ thoughts


