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The humans raced for a cure on October 23rd and October 24th to beat out the Zombie Apacolypse.  • Caricatures and 
creatures alike roamed the campus at the Halloween Fundraiser for Shriners Hospital for Children on October 26th.



BAD PRESS: 
NEWS THAT 
DISTRACTS
 If you haven’t been keeping up with the news 
lately, Hawaii News Now reporter Keoki Kerr has re-
leased a few reports that have been very distracting 
for students and faculty alike.  To start off the new 
school year at the new UH West O’ahu campus, Kerr 
published a report questioning the academic lead-
ership and the national accreditation status of the 
school.  According to reports, UH West O’ahu has had 
numerous issues regarding the lack of focused leader-
ship along with declining funds as well.  However, the 
staff and faculty at UHWO have been doing such an 
outstanding job at leading this university towards the 
future.  Furthermore, the University of Hawai’i school 
system has made it crystal clear to everyone that UH 
West O’ahu is fully accredited by the Accrediting Com-
mission of Senior Colleges and Universities of WASC.  
 Following that report, Rick Daysog of Hawaii 
News Now reported that UH West O’ahu had run into 
a cash flow problem due to the construction of the 
campus running over budget.  With the campus being 
immense and beautiful as it is, it’s safe to say that UH 
West O’ahu has a great future in store for current and 
prospective students.  In fact, in the month of Octo-
ber, the school will be receiving their final package of 
finances which is an eighteen million dollar loan from 
a Hawaii limited partnership associated with CanAm 
Enterprises, LLC.  Money shouldn’t be a problem so 
long as everything goes according to plan.   
 Don’t count out UH West O’ahu from the news 
just yet.  Keoki Kerr has found something else worth 
reporting on their six o’clock news report.  Kerr has 
recently informed the public about the lack of avail-
able cell phone service within the buildings of the UH 
West O’ahu campus.  There still isn’t a cell tower at 

the new campus due to the circumstance that they 
are still in the process of finding a suitable location 
to build one.  First of all, the campus is still in the 
progression of being built and it is nowhere near to 
completion.  As we all know, it is still a work in pro-
cess and a cell tower will be arriving in due time.  If 
you ask me, the last thing students should be worry-
ing about is the bad reception that they receive in the 
classrooms.  
 The most recent report that was done by 
Hawaii News Now was the reported retirement at the 
end of the school year of Chancellor Gene Awakuni.  
Still, they regrettably informed the public of some 
of the negatives that have been going on as of late.  
They reiterated the fact that the school went over its 
budget fund along with its lack of academic leader-
ship.  Not only does that make Awakuni look bad, but 
it also makes the school look bad as a whole.  It’s not 
the kind of news that current and prospective stu-

THE HOOT  THEHOOTPRESS.ORG
October 20124

BY JORDAN LUZ



dents would like to see about their current 
chancellor or campus. What they didn’t 
talk about was the fact that he was able to 
finally get us to migrate from the shacks in 
Pearl City to the mansions of Kapolei, along 
with all the other positive achievements 
that he has accomplished within his thirty-
six year tenure as the chancellor of UH 
West O’ahu.  
 Clearly, these reports have been 
affecting the morale of the student body.  
Students should be able to trust and have 
complete faith in their school and educa-
tion.  However, upon seeing these reports 
in the news, students began to question 
and gain uncertainty about the school 
ultimately leading them to question the 
leadership of the faculty and administra-
tion as well.  Not only does news like this 

distract the academic progress of students, 
it is also very unnecessary.  Who wants to 
tune into the six o’clock news and listen to 
negative reports about the brand new UH 
West O’ahu campus?  Nobody does.  I’m 
sure they would much rather hear all of 
the optimistic things that the campus has 
going for it.  Senior Hoku Pruett had this to 
say about the whole situation, “We want 
news that’s honest.  Not news that creates 
hysteria”.  As students, we should strive to 
have pride in our school and appreciate all 
of the good that’s in store.  
 We have to keep in mind that the 
campus is still in the caterpillar stage of 
being built.  There are many things left to 
be constructed, among them a cell tower.  
Therefore, the campus has yet to reach 
the phase of the cocoon.  Once it hits that 
stage, then the campus will truly be able 
to soar out of that shell into the striking 
butterfly that it is expected to become. But 
until then, students just have to sit tight, 
strap themselves in, and enjoy the ride 
that UH West O’ahu has in store for them. 
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 Everyone who takes even just 
a quick peek at the newly constructed 
buildings, the wide courtyards, the 
stretch of fresh grass that makes up 
the great lawn, and the colorful mural 
that glows beautifully at the top of the 
school library, has to admit that UH 
West O’ahu’s new campus is gorgeous. 
As a freshman attending here, I have 
no complaints. This university is a good 
place to start after exiting high school 
and entering the unknown and even 
frightening realm of college.  
 “I like it a lot!” freshman 
Ku’ulei Yamamoto exclaimed to me. 
“The campus is so spacious, neat, and 
clean.” That’s the benefit of being brand 
new; everything about our campus just 
sparkles. Many other students agreed 
that the huge space was amazing, espe-
cially in the school library. The second 
you pass through one of the few pairs 
of double doors and enter the main 
hall, everything seems to open up. In 
front of you lies rows and rows of touch 
screen computers, sunlight floods in 
from the tall windows that cover the left 
wall, and above you the ceiling seems 
endless. 

 Another highlight is the fact 
that the university gives you ‘a com-
munity kind of feel’, as one student 
told me. The atmosphere is relaxed, and 
there are many places, like the student 
lounge, the cafeteria, and especially the 
second floor of the library, where stu-
dents can escape from any stress and 
simply ‘chill’, eat, and hang out with 
friends. 
 The staff seemed pretty im-
pressed, and the word ‘happy’ popped 
up again and again. Teachers and other 
faculty members who had previously 
worked at the older facility were sim-
ply thrilled to finally get the space and 
equipment they needed. Mr. Richard 
Jones, my own geology teacher, told me, 
“Now I have a classroom that has a sink 
and places for storage instead of my 
own office.” 
 Bookstore Manager Debralee 
Goto praised the technology provided by 
the school to improve student learning. 
“The campus structure was well thought 
out”, she told me, “everything about it 
is geared towards the future, and with 
the new technology, teachers are able 
to abandon traditional ways of teach-
ing.” 

 When I talked to one of the 
librarians about what she thought of 
our campus, she lit up instantly. Appar-
ently UH West O’ahu’s book section only 
had ‘a corner, in a corner’ of space at 
Leeward’s library, a corner in the back 
that even some UHWO students were 
not even aware of.  Now students are 
able to recognize the librarians, and 
approach them for any help needed, 
something which the staff absolutely 
enjoys. 
 Not everything is picture perfect 
though, and the campus does have a 
few flaws. A classmate mentioned to me 
that the school has no social aspect. Ev-
erything is too quiet, too empty.  Many 
students moaned over the cafeteria 
prices on food, the bus schedule, and 
the desire for more classes to be avail-
able.
 In response, Sarah Gilman, In-
terim head of West O’ahu’s library, said 
that eventually “We will grow into the 
space that’s been given and services 
will improve and open up.”Even though 
the school does not offer certain majors, 
the library tries to provide students with 
the knowledge they want and need. 
 Transitioning from a small to 
bigger college does have some chal-
lenges, but students should remember 
not to be so critical. Everything will 
improve, and so far, even with these 
flaws, UH West O’ahu’s new campus has 
nowhere to go but up. 
 Oh by the way, help the book-
store guys and pick up your books. 
Can’t hold them forever!

GETTING THE FEEL
OF THINGS
BY TITAINA WILLIS
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 Sustainability is a term used 
so freely, and it is automatically 
attached to our school’s name, but 
what does it mean? Sustainability as 
defined by Aurora Winslade, UHWO’s 
Sustainability Director, is “meeting 
the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of the 
future generations to meet their own 
needs”. So how can we be sustain-
able while considering the future 
generations? For starters, we can 
lend a hand with the Waste Reduc-
tion Task Force spearheaded by Au-
rora Winslade and Kessler Pihana, the 
Chancellor Sustainability Fellow. Think 
about how much paper waste we 
generate running copies, printing out 
worksheets and reading material. We 
have so much technology that can 
limit this, including utilizing Laulima 
and emailing documents. As for the 
used paper already piling up, recycle 
it! We need an immediate solution 
to our recycling problem. As of right 
now, the growing stacks of paper 
are being thrown away. As much as 
we want to live up to our “sustain-
able campus” name, we don’t have 
the power in numbers. There’s only 
so much the custodial team can do, 
that’s why UHWO needs your help! 
  Another project in the works 
is a campus garden. Our Sustainabil-
ity Department already has Chancel-
lor Awakuni’s and Facilities Manager 

Kimo Yamaguchi’s support, they just 
need yours to make this happen! A 
significant benefit from having a gar-
den, other than creating a space for 
students to be a part of the natural 
environment, is the educational foun-
dation – learning about Native plant 
species and how to care for them. In 
order to get this going, they are going 
to need funding. 
  One way that could have 
guaranteed student-led projects such 
as the garden was through the Green 
fee. Ideally, students interested in 
starting projects that would benefi-
cially impact the environment could 
have applied for money collected 
from this fee. It is unclear how the 
“Student Government Fee” will be 
used and who can head sustain-
ability projects, but one definite way 
students can get involved is by join-
ing the EcoLogic Club. The EcoLogic 
Club, started by Justin Hahn, wel-
comes anyone who wants to make 
a difference. We are all busy people, 
but even passing the word along that 
there are sustainability organizations 
on campus helps. 
 If you have some time and 
want to learn more about how you 
can get involved, email our Sustain-
ability Director Aurora Winslade: 
aurora7@hawaii.edu or if you want to 
join EcoLogic Club, email Justin Hahn: 
hahnjust@hawaii.edu

 As students enter the park-
ing lot, they might notice one of two 
things. First, they’ll notice the faculty 
parking on the right. Second, the 
handful of open stalls marked, “FEV/
LEV” on the left. FEV/LEV stands for 
“Fuel Efficient Vehicles” or “Low Emit-
ting Vehicles.” Meaning only these 
types of vehicles are allowed to park 
there. Attaining a green score of 40, 
these vehicles are viewed as low 
emitting or fuel-efficient vehicles by 
American Council for an Energy Effi-
cient Economy (ACEEE). Higher scores 
represent a more eco-friendly car. West 
O’ahu has twenty-one parking stalls 
reserved for these types of vehicles. 
They are placed closer to the front of 
campus to reward environmentally re-
sponsible students, and to encourage 
sustainability in Hawai’i. It’s specu-
lated that there are future plans to 
construct a charging outlet for electric 
vehicles.  All-in-all it is a positive step 
forward for the future of this campus.

FEV/LEV 
PARKING STALLS
AT WEST O’AHU

BY CHRISTIAN PASCO

WHAT IS “SUSTAINABILITY”?
BY HOKU PRUETT
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Aurora Winslade

Justin Hahn



NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
PROGRAM GRANT
 We have received news that 
will improve the academic experience 
of UHWO students: the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education recently granted 
our school $2.2 million dollars to 
provide services for Native Hawaiian 
students at UHWO to increase academ-
ic success, retention and persistence, 
and degree completion. The grant is 
called “Kukulu Ma Ke Kehua: Building 
On Our Foundation”, and is dedicated 
to making the student experience as 
positive and enriching as it can be, in 
part by funding an expansion of the 
Kealaikahiki Native Hawaiian Student 
Support Program.
 This money will go toward 
better serving the needs of Native 
Hawaiian students present at our 
school, and expanding services such 
as the Native Hawaiian-Pacific Stud-
ies library collection. It will aid in the 
development of additional courses for 
students pursuing a Native Hawaiian 
Studies major, and improve access to 
technology, both in these additional 
classes, as well as those currently 
existing.
 The DOE (Department of Edu-
cation) expects that these great new 
programs and benefits will improve 
student achievement. The higher level 
of student support will increase stu-
dents’ likeliness to finish their major 
all the way through to completion. In 
addition, new technology and ad-
ditional staffing will improve UHWO’s 
decision-making abilities based on 
data towards improving programs and 
services for students. Because over 
25% of the UHWO student body is Na-

tive Hawaiian, it is important that they 
are all able to receive an excellent 
education. Thank you to the U.S. De-
partment of Post-Secondary Education 
for offering us this great opportunity 
to continue to improve our university.

2-yr Temporary Positions from Grant
• Eight 2-yr Temporary grant faculty &  
  staff positions for Library, Student 
  Services, UHWO IT 
• Eight additional student assistant for  
  tutoring and library

Technology
• iPads for freshmen in pilot classes,  
  and, for Peer Mentoring program,  
  and No’eau Center, and Kealaikahiki  
  Program
• Computers & software
• Laptops for Library Lending, Peer  
  Mentoring use, No’eau Center tutor- 
  ing, Kealaikhaiki program use in  
  working with students.
• Digital Imaging System to increase  
  UHWO efficiency
• Expanded Wireless on campus
• Web-based software program to  
  determine usage of tutoring services,  
  computer lab services, library ser- 
  vices, advising services, Kealaikahiki  
  program services in order to monitor  
  & reallocate resources as necessary  
  to better meet student needs

 
• The University of Hawai‘i-West O‘ahu  
  (UHWO) is located on the Leeward  
  coast of O‘ahu, home to the state’s  
  highest concentration of Native Ha- 
  waiians.  UHWO is currently located  
  in a temporary site in Pearl City but  
  will be moving to a permanent loca 
  tion in Kapolei in fall of 2012.  This  
  is a critical time for UHWO, as the  
  new Kapolei campus will be more ac- 
  cessible to Native Hawaiian residents  
  on the Leeward coast and will there- 
  fore require significant expansion of  
  services for our Native Hawaiian stu- 
  dents.  Currently our Native Hawaiian  
  enrollment is at 25.8% and increas 
  ing at a rate about twice that of en 
  rollment in general.
• Expansion of the Kealaikahiki Pro- 
  gram, expansion of library holdings  
  for the Native Hawaiian-Pacific Stud- 
  ies collection, expansion of the  
  No’eau Center’s Supplemental  
  Instruction program, development of  
  additional courses to lead to a future  
  degree in Native Hawaiian Studies,  
  increased technology and data col- 
  lection capacity, and additional sup- 
  port for students.  The anticipated  
  outcomes include an increased aver- 
  age GPA and increased retention of  
  Native Hawaiian students, prepara- 
  tion for a Native Hawaiian Studies  
  Program and increasingly effective  
  use of technology.
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 You must be thinking right at this very moment “My 
vote won’t make difference,” or asking “Why should I vote?” 
The number one reason why you should vote is that it is your 
voice in politics. It’s the biggest thing you can do in order to 
help your government regardless if it’s the national or state 
elections. It’s true that you are just one person, which does 
equals one vote, but every single one of them counts. In the 
year 2000, George W. Bush beat Al Gore by only 5 electoral 
votes, according the history channel website. This could be 
another close race. Don’t you want your say included?
 Voting is one of the things us Americans take for 
granted. I know a lot of people here feel that Hawaii is such a 
small state that it doesn’t matter. If you’re thinking this way 
you’re not totally wrong. Hawaii is a very small state and we 
are so far away from the continent, but whoever gets voted-
in will affect your life by raising taxes, creating laws, starting 
wars, and so on. Your vote counts regardless of what the vot-
ing poll says or what the charts predict, it counts because it’s 
your opinion. So for you people who are registered to vote 
get out there and choose your representatives on November 
6th! 
 The elections in our country are talked about and 
viewed probably by every country in the world. My friend 
Chrissy Amundsen, a student here at UH West O’ahu who 
moved from Canada, said that she was amazed when her 
mother said that when she went to the airport practically 
everyone there was talking about the debate between Barack 
Obama and Mitt Romney. Chrissy explained to me that the 
elections here are important to the world because whatever 
president gets elected their political decisions can affect 
other countries.
 The right to vote is one of the rights that Americans 
have fought endlessly for. They fought for a representation 
in government while the nation was still a bunch of colonies 
that was ruled by England; and people have continuously 
fought for it until the nineteenth amendment passed in the 
year 1920, which allowed women to vote. Thanks to a lot of 
brave and determined people that wanted a say in govern-
ment helped create changes that was once only reserved for 
land-owning white males. 
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WE NEED YOU
TO VOTE
BY JESSICA GARDIEN



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
BY STACY GARCIA

STUDENT GOVERNMENT RE-ELABORATES THE NEED FOR STUDENT FEES

The Associated Students of University of 
Hawaii - West O’ahu (ASUHWO) is aware 
of certain RISOs (student clubs) that 
are collecting petitions in opposition to 
student fees that would go into effect 
starting in the Fall 2013 semester. These 
fees will heavily affect RISO funding 
support, and campus life and improve-
ment. Although ASUHWO is supportive of 
all students expressing their opinions, 
we would also like to inform the stu-
dents of the consequences if these fees 
are stopped.

Student Activities fee: 
Would prevent increase of RISO support, 
as well as preventing enhancement 
of campus life, which would mean no 
events such as intramural sports, or 
other learning services offered at other 
UH campuses.

Student Government fee: 
Would take away funding to begin initia-

tives focused on various sustainability 
projects, since there is push to make 
UHWO the state’s most sustainable 
campus.

Health fee: 
Although this is a fee/cost normally 
taken up by the administration, due 
to lack of funding we would be unable 
to hire a temporary nurse; this would 
affect the school’s accreditation, as it 
is at risk without an on-campus health 
practitioner.

Campus Center Operation fee: 
This will affect services such as the Stu-
dent Lounge; the school will be unable 
to keep the lounge open in the evening 
to accommodate student events and 
those who attend evening classes.

Publication fee: 
Inability to fund/support The HOOT (the 
school e-newspaper), which will result 

in lack of communication of important 
information to the student body, and 
prevent the establishment of a student-
run media network.

Technology fee: 
Hinders the ability to ensure updated 
computer labs and amount of RISO 
access to Audio/Visual equipment to 
utilize for their events.

Transportation fee: 
Attenuates the capability to lease/own 
a campus shuttle, which is appointed to 
serve students in taking them to nearby 
shopping centers or transit stations in 
Kapolei, as well as halting construction 
of a bus shelter for students who wait 
in the sun and rain for the bus.

All fees are proposed by ASUHWO to 
counter and take ownership of any 
future fee changes. If this is halted, 
ASUHWO may not have control of these 
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fees. If these fees do not pass, then your student govern-
ment will be unable to offer the student life and services 
that students deserve.

For more information, please visit www.asuhwo.org->Student 
Information-> Proposed Student Fees for AY 2012-2013.

IN REGARDS TO THE STUDENT FEE 
SURVEY LEAD BY THE STUDENTS

I first became familiar about the student fee proposal when 
I attended a student government meeting to present my 
own proposal, which was to implement an intramural sports 
league here at UH West O’ahu. However, at that meeting I 
wasn’t told the time, location or dates of when the forum 
would take place. Luckily, the student government advisor 
who also happens to be my business management professor 
made an announcement in my class about the public forum 
details. So, I wrote down the date and time and decided I 
wanted to inquire more about these students fees.
 
I showed up to the first open forum and I am sad to say 
that I was the only student there. As I sat there alone, I 
thought to myself, do student just not care about the fee 
increase? Then I thought, perhaps not enough publicity went 
into it. Either way, I was there and I would stay till the end 
and gather as much of an understanding as I could. Once 
the forum ended I realized that several of the fees seemed 
very controversial. I thought to myself that since no stu-
dents attended how can anyone be in support or opposi-
tion to the fee increase! I decided then that I must start 
a survey to spread awareness on this very important and 
relevant topic that concerned every single student at West 
O’ahu. I also became aware that the original survey passed 
around by student government didn’t state the fee proposal 
amount. Student governments surveys just asked if students 
would be in favor of the the type of fee. The public forums 
were used to incorporate the fee amount. But based on 
the attendance to the forums, I knew now more than ever 
that students where uninformed regarding the fee amount 
details. That confirmed that a new survey was imperative. 
Students need to understand all the details to each fee so 
that every student can make a well informed decision. After 
all, why would you want to leave the most important detail 
out of a survey? For instance, would you hire a mechanic 
without asking how much they charge?

We have been administering our survey for just over a week 
now and the results have become quite interesting. As an 
example, 85% of students said they didn’t want the “securi-

ty fee” at the campus. That is a high amount in opposition! 
Imagine if the new informed survey wasn’t going around 
and the BOR approved student government’s fee proposal. I 
imagine a lot of upset students for years to come. 
 
Also, I did want to add that several other fees have high 
student support. Students realize that this is a new campus 
and students want to have a strong student life base. So, 
it is not as if all the fees will not pass. There are just some 
that a majority of students do not agree with and with much 
reasoning.  

Just so you know, I am not affiliated with any groups or 
organizations. I am just a humble student who doesn’t like 
to be misrepresented. My sole purpose of the survey was 
to properly assess where the students interests are and 
relay that back to student government. I hope that student 
government will listen to the students and make an attempt 
to represent us as that is what student government is sup-
posed to do, voice the student concerns. 

Aloha,
Keo
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University of Hawai’i - West O’ahu and The Hoot make no war-
ranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, 
completeness, reliability, or suitability of the Letters to the 
Editor. All views expressed are those of the student body and/
or public and not of the University of Hawai’i - West O’ahu, The 
Hoot and/or the University of Hawai’i system, and any concerns 
or comments about these Letters should be directed to the 
Hoot editor, and not to University of Hawai’i - West O‘ahu. 
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COMMUNICATING 
STUDENT FEES
BY ALYSSA GAMPONG & HOKU PRUETT

 Conversations about the pro-
posed student fee increases have 
elevated within the past month. Cur-
rently, UH West O’ahu students pay a $5 
student activity fee each semester, and 
it has been this way since our school’s 
inauguration over 30 years ago. On 
September 27, ASUHWO proposed an in-
crease of the fee to $40 to the UH Board 
of Regents (B.O.R). In addition, they also 
proposed a fee for Student Life/Student 
Government ($5), Transportation ($15), 
Health ($30), Campus Center Operations 
($10), Publication ($5), and Technology 
($15), which totals $30 less than their 
original proposal that included a “Se-
curity Fee”, “Green Fee”, and “Shuttle 
Fee”.  Approval of these fees would af-
fect students beginning fall semester of 
2013 and can be accessed through their 
website: asuhwo.org.
 On the topic, ASUWO President, 
Stacy Garcia, says “The fees are im-
portant to provide services in-keeping 
with accreditation and what the stu-
dents need.” Preceding the student fee 
proposal to the B.O.R., select classroom 
presentations were given at the begin-
ning of the school year by ASUHWO 
members. Because of a consensus 
based on the results of the surveys 
given to students during the presenta-
tions, student government was able to 
open four forums in mid-September to 
discuss the proposal. If the fees are ap-
proved, they will still be subjected to a 
two-year review by the B.O.R.
 UH West O’ahu student, Keo 
Akina, was one of the few who attend-
ed one of the forums and soon after 
implemented another student survey 
about the fees along with the support 

of several RISO clubs, “I did the survey 
because I feel that we need to properly 
assess every students interest…to give 
the full scope of information, as far as 
amounts, and have everything in order 
to make an informed decision.” They 
were able to collect 157 signatures from 
students signing “yes” or “no” to each 
fee proposed by ASUHWO. Results of the 
survey were shared at an ASUHWO gen-
eral meeting and will incorporated into 
the overall findings of student response 
regarding the proposal.
 It seems that the actual issue 
at hand is that the complete informa-
tion about the proposed student fees 
was not well circulated amongst the 
student body.  Many students were 
not even aware that they were pay-
ing a student fee, let alone that there 
is a proposal out for an increase. One 
student responded, “We pay a student 
fee? I didn’t know that. Does the money 
help us pay for printing?” (Reminiscing 
a time when printing in the computer 
lab was free at the Pearl City campus.)

Here’s what some other students had to 
say about the fees:

“It depends if it’s going to be used hon-
estly. Tuition is high enough. You don’t 
want students paying $150, maybe $50-
$70.” – Jessica G.

“The reason we don’t have sports, activi-
ties, is because we don’t have student 
fees, so we lose school culture and school 
spirit. There should be transparency 
where the money is going and to know 
exactly where each dollar is being sent.” 
– Chrissy A.

“The school’s not providing resources 
other than free Wi-Fi. I pay $600 a class. I 
don’t need an extra $150 on top of that.” 
– Ashton G. 

“There are certain things the school 
should pay for that students shouldn’t 
have to pay.” – K

“The student fees have ambiguous justi-
fications so I don’t understand why the 
proposal fees are so high and why there’s 
so much. Isn’t a money matter an admin-
istrative thing? Why is student govern-
ment in charge?” – Concerned Student

“I saw the budget and $1500 is missing. 
Where’s that going?” – Anonymous Senior

“We already pay $5 for student activities, 
which would be what like $7500 for the 
semester, yet I haven’t even seen any 
activities and they want 35 more dollars?” 
– Skeptical Senior

“I don’t want to pay more than I have 
to.” – Christian B.

“I would pay for it because it’s worth 
what they are using it for.” – Tyler O.

“They seem like worthy causes.” – 
Colin E.
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TOP FIVE
SCHOOL GADGETS
BY KLINTON KACATIN

Gadgets are a part of your school work. They are great communication and productiv-
ity devices. With so many products on the market, what devices are essential for your 
needs?

iPhone 5
The iPhone 5 continues to provide 
great hardware and software to do 
your work while not doing your 
work. The taller screen allows more 
to be seen and done while the LTE 
data speeds on Verizon and AT&T al-
lows faster downloads and uploads 
than your home or school Internet. 
Availability is scarce at the moment 
but a huge shipment of phones 
are coming in just in time for the 
holiday season.

Samsung Galaxy S III
The iPhone is not for everyone. For those looking for 
a bigger screen with Flash support for online videos 
and websites, the Samsung Galaxy S III is your best 
bet. However, a future update to Android Jelly Bean 

will remove Flash support as Adobe will no lon-
ger support or develop it on mobile devices.  Let’s 

hope that the websites realize this and switch their 
content to support mobile devices no longer running 

Flash.

Apple new iPad
The iPad is bridging the gap 
between mobile phone and lap-
top. It is more convenient than 
a laptop and is much easier to 
work with than a mobile phone. 
It’s high quality display and op-
tional LTE data makes it a great 
device to read and download 
your work. If you can download 
books for your class, this is a 
great device to have instead of 
carrying heavy books. Despite 
the high price tag (starting at 
$499), it is a great device that 
the closest tablet can’t match. 

Windows Laptops from Best Buy
The iPad is a great device, but 
it can’t provide the full experi-
ence a regular computer cans. 
For the same price as an entry-
level new iPad, you can buy a 
Windows laptop from Best Buy. 
A lot of educational websites 
require Internet Explorer and 
Flash for their content. A Win-
dows laptop can provide that 
while an iPad cannot.

Pen and Paper
The pen and paper might not seem like a “gadget” 
in this day and age, but it is a tool that can get 
your work done. Take notes, jot ideas, create a 
draft, and eventually use that to type it into your 
real “gadget.” You will see less of these being 
used, but you can’t deny that the pen and paper 
still has a place in getting work done.

There are a lot of gadgets to 
use, but whatever you use, 
make sure you get the job done. 
Money can buy gadgets, but it 
can’t buy you completed work.



 Wii U – Finally stepping up to the HD scene, Nintendo an-
  nounced their new console in the making. Estimated to cost  
 around $299.00 on launch date, it’s a pivotal moment in this 
gaming titan’s career. Widely known for their game-play experience 
rather than hardcore graphics, it is a step in a new direction. Composing 
of a console and a tablet-like controller, the innovations of the devel-
opment team are boundless. It’s still in the air with this console, and 
there is no way of telling if it will be a hit or miss. Gamers will have to 
wait for its projected release date, November 18, 2012 just in time to get 
exposure before the holidays.

 Windows 8 – Sporting a new sleek and attractive GUI 
  (Graphical User Interface), Microsoft has stepped up to  
 their competitor, Apple, by announcing the release of their 
new OS (Operating System) installment-Windows 8. Living off of 
the fresh feel of the “Live Tiles,” little windows that update auto-
matically, it is a new experience with the mundane window and 
menu bar that most consumers are familiar with. Expect Windows 
8 to be seen on PCs and Windows Phones on November 14, 2012.

 X-Com: Enemy Unknown – Revival of an old classic. No 
  other game has gotten gamers so frustrated yet so terri 
 -fied of aliens. The revival of this strategy game will be a 
delight and refreshing taste for gamers. Expect to be killing aliens, 
strategically, this holiday season. Available now for PC download.

 Halo 4 – The game that started it all, 
  Halo has been at the forefront of  
 revolutionizing the MMOFPS (mas-
sively multiplayer online first-person 
shooter) experience. From Plasma Grenades 
to Spartan Lasers, the amount of weapons 
in this game is staggering. Headed be the 
new company 343’s Industry that replaced 
Bungie, Halo’s future is in the balance if 
this game sinks or floats. Prepare to get T-
bagged on November 6, 2012.

 Call of Duty: Black ops 2 – This First-
  person-shooter throws its weight  
 around and struts its stuff in this 
sequel to Activision’s biggest game title. 
Selling over 5 million copies on launch day, 
there’s no limit on how many more new 
fans will jump on this bandwagon. Expect 
to see Black Ops 2 to hit store shelves on 
November 13, 2012.
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TOP FIVE THINGS:
ON YOUR GEEKY MIND
BY CHRISTIAN PASCO
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Thinking about a Halloween movie night with friends and family? Not too scary, yet not too sweet--here are some 
classic favorites that will help get you into the Halloween Spirit!

Beetlejuice (1988)
Beetlejuice, a for-hire poltergeist is em-
ployed by a recently deceased couple 
to scare away their home’s new own-
ers. Having unsuccessfully haunted the 
“intruding” family, they turn to Beetle-
juice’s unsavory methods of exorcising 
the living.

Halloweentown (1998)
In this Disney channel movie classic, 13 
year old Marnie discovers her witchy 
heritage but needs to fight to keep 
the magical life she has newly discov-
ered.  Halloweentown starts to become 
a vague and alarming resemblance of 
“normalcy” rather than a year-round 
physical representation of the titular 
holiday.

Coralline (2009)
A young girl discovers a door within her 
new home that leads to a seemingly 
better, button-eyed version of her life. 
Her parental doppelgangers actually 
have time for her. and her neighbors 
are interesting rather than dull. Happi-
ness turns to horror as the parallel uto-
pia reveals a diabolical undercurrent.

A TRIO OF FEEL-GOOD
HALLOWEEN FILMS

BY DEXSIE MARCOS

At least 100 people gathered at Kumu Kahua Theatre on Monday, Septem-
ber 24th to chat over wine and pupus while anticipating the readings of 
Bamboo Ridge authors. This promotion for Bamboo Ridge’s 100th issue 

entitled Waiting Fo Da Big Fish Tournament began with a heartfelt introduc-
tion from Marie Hara. Comedic hosts, Lee Tonouchi (Number 1) and Lee 
Cataluna (Number 2), had the crowd rolling in laughter before and after 

each reading. The night did not follow a strict schedule, yet Tonouchi and 
Cataluna created a “go with the flow” comfortable atmosphere for the au-
dience to listen to five-minute readings from the authors themselves. The 
first randomly selected piece was from Donald Carreira Ching. He pushed 

listeners through the threshold of Hawai’i’s reality with his story about 
ice.  The audience was then carried through a variety of emotional readings 

about life, death, adolescent discoveries and even writings about writing 
from passages by Christine Kirk-Kuwaye, Elmer Omar Pizo, Joe Tsujimoto, 

Christina Low and hosts Lee Cataluna and Lee Tonouchi. Open mic authors 
including Ghislaine D. Chock, Gail Harada and Marie Hara brought the night 
to a close, leaving the audience excited to read the 100th Journal of Hawai’i 

Literature and Arts.  

For more information about Bamboo Ridge Press and a schedule of events, 
visit www.bambooridge.com!

WINE AND WORDS
BY HOKU PRUETT
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Dr. Gary Helfand on the piano playing excerpts of 
Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor by Frederic Chopin, 
excerpts of Concerto in F by George Gershwin, and 
Ebb Tide by Robert Maxwell.

Kristen Labiano singing “What Do You Want From 
Me,” by Adam Lambert.

Glee Club Ensemble singing “Don’t Worry, Be 
Happy,” by Bobby McFerrin.

Chancellor Gene Awakuni addressing the audience 
and performers for honoring him at this Piano 
Warming showcase.

4

Music faculty and members of the UHWO Glee Club hosted 
a piano warming on Tuesday, October 23, 2012 for Chancel-
lor Gene Awakuni and the addition of a new grand piano.   

Bamboo Ridge Press celebrated their 100th issue with a 
special performance on Wednesday, October 24, 2012.

8

Donald Carreirra Ching, Amalia Bueno, Brenda 
Kwon, and Wing Tek Lum pose for a group photo.

The large crowd of UHWO students, faculty, and 
staff anticipating for the performance to begin.

Wing Tek Lum begins talking to the audience.

The talented artists up front and center sharing a 
good laugh.




