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Welcome back UH West O’ahu students, faculty and staff!
As the sun sets on summer and everyone begins transitioning into the new fall semester, students might notice a couple changes around campus.  
For example, the Library is decked out with a new exhibit that will last throughout fall semester and it is bigger than all other exhibits students 
have experienced here on campus.

Fall semester also brings in an intake of new freshmen who will be going through a change in the daily routine as they adjust their way of thinking 
from high school to college life (pg. 7).  I would like to welcome these new students to our campus and encourage them to get acquainted with 
the campus services that are available (pg. 12).

One of the biggest changes is to the Hoot itself!  This semester, the Hoot has transformed from a Registered Independent Student Organization 
(R.I.S.O) to an official student organization! The Hoot is proud to be a part of Student Life and our staff is excited to better serve you, the reader!

Also, I would like to introduce our new Chancellor, Dr. Rockne Freitas; the new Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs, Dr. Lui Hokoana; and the new 
Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs, Dr. Linda Randall.

A lot of changes are happening at UH West O’ahu!  Let’s have a great semester and welcome to the Hoot!

Mellissa Lochman
Editor-in-Chief

EDITOR’S NOTE:

MAKE WAY FOR 
THE NEIGHBORS

Have you ever noticed that big empty dirt lot next to the main parking lot while driving onto 
the West O’ahu campus this morning? Believe it or not my friends, that lot will be the new 
Hawai’i Tokai International College campus. UH West O’ahu’s new neighbors will not only 
build a fully functional college campus on their six-acre lot, but a residential area as well. The 
apartments and townhouses are said to house up to 200 students at a time and half of the 
complex will be reserved for HTIC students only. Tokai College purchased the acres from UH for 
approximately $6 million. The new college is one of the largest private college systems in Japan, 
reaching 10 campuses total. 
Although Tokai will have a completely separate campus from UH West O’ahu, it is planned that 
the two campuses will offer classes that are easily transferrable. These classes are not set in 
stone yet, but the possibilities could be Japanese language or cultural art classes. HTIC is open 
to students from any country. U.S. students with a GPA of 3.5 or higher can be eligible for a 
tuition deduction of up to 50% and U.S. students with a GPA of 3.75 or higher are eligible for a 
tuition deduction of 75%. 
Some quick facts about HTIC are that their graduation rate is at 89.5% and 92% of all of their 
credits offered are transferrable to other Hawai’i universities and mainland colleges. Tokai also 
offers three programs. First is the college prep program, where out of state students will learn 
English as their second language. Secondly, they offer an Associates of Arts degree (Liberal 
Arts) and lastly, there are international programs. These programs include but are not limited 
to traveling abroad in Japan, Korea and China. Students are also offered to finish their first two 
years at HTIC and then continue to get their Bachelor’s degree at another college institute. The 
date for the completion of the new campus has not been yet determined. 

WRITTEN BY LAURA MCDOWELL



He Says

WRITTEN BY ROSIE BARFIELDShe Says |
My work habits when trying to finish a paper or homework assignment by a dead-
line consists of a few steps. First, after I get the assignment I go home and open 
Word to draft up an outline or jot random ideas and thoughts that pop into my 
head. A few days later I will revisit what I wrote, look at the original assignment 
and start filling in gaps I left by researching, elaborating, and finding multiple 
sources. I do not like working for long periods of time so while trying to complete 
the assignment I take multiple breaks. Usually I spend at least three days writ-
ing and rewriting to get the basic format down with all the information I need to 
include. Once I get my assignment organized I can spend weeks editing. Unfortu-
nately after editing for such a long period of time the work becomes a blur and 
I am grateful to have the deadline. A useful tip for anyone stuck in editing mode 
would be to have someone else look at what you’re writing. A fresh perspective is 
sometimes exactly what is needed.

WRITTEN BY JORDAN LUZ

He Says, She Says
                    WORK HABITS
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Here’s the thing, when it comes down to doing homework assignments, I learned over time that procrastinating 

does no justice to the overall quality of your work.  I realized that the quality of work that I procrastinated on 

differed greatly from that of work I decided to get a head start on.  Therefore, when it comes to homework 

assignments, essays, and so forth, I jump right on it.  Even jotting down notes or brainstorming thoughts can 

go a long way.
College lesson number one: At all costs, do not develop a habit of procrastinating.  Several of you enjoy putting 

off work until the very last minute, thinking that you’ll be able to crunch everything in with your backs against 

the wall.  However, continuing to place assignments on hold will not only affect the quality of your work, but 

it will also become a part of your lifestyle.  Soon enough you’ll find yourself putting obligations other than 

school off until the last minute resulting in higher levels of stress and anxiety along with an increased intake 

of caffeine.  The more you procrastinate, the more you’ll be leading yourself further and further down the 

rabbit hole.  
We’ve all been in this position before but we can’t go back and undo those untimely decisions.  However, 

those of you searching for wisdom still have a chance to save yourself from the anxiety and caffeine 

addiction to which this lifestyle leads. There’s no easy solution, but that’s the point. Sometimes you have to 

fight the urge to put it off until tomorrow, sit down and take care of business.  Save yourself a lot of trouble 

and just do it!



Obtain skills in reading, critical 
thinking, and writing. According to the 
St. Thomas University, University of South 
Dakota, and other college websites, by 
majoring in English students are able to 
gain skills that will help them read, write, 
and comprehend complex ideas, which will 
help them secure good jobs and succeed 
in life.

Become a better communicator. If you 
have ever taken an English course one 
thing instructors are always encouraging 
is having discussions. Companies want 
people who communicate and show 
passion for what they are doing, which is 
exactly what English instructors encourage 
their students to do. 

Increase your chances by doubling. If you already have a major in mind you might 
want to double major in English, or at least take it as a minor. By taking English courses 
students will be able to succeed in anything they decide to major in because they 
will be able to think critically, which is what instructors are looking for. In an article 
by USA Today, titled “Off Beat Majors Help CEO’s Think Outside the Box”, Walt Disney 
CEO Michael Eisner majored in English and theatre, and didn’t take a single business 
class. In the article Eisner says that literature is very helpful in understanding other 
people no matter what kind of business you work for.

Since every English class is different, students have no idea what 
kinds of skills they will gain from it until the very end. They will learn 
about everything under the sun because there is always a story, 
poem, song, or film about it, and these are all different types of 
literature that need to be explored.

MAJOR BENEFITS:
BENEFITS OF BEING AN ENGLISH MAJOR

Choosing majors is one of the hardest choices a student has to make, but sooner or later the choice must 
be made. If you’re someone who likes to read, write, discuss complex topics, analyze difficult issues, or 
just play around with words instead of numbers choosing English as your major is an excellent choice. By 
majoring in English a student is able to gain knowledge that will not only help them succeed in any career 
that they choose, but also in life. If you don’t believe it read these three major benefits of majoring in 
English and see for yourself.

WRITTEN BY JESSICA GARDIEN

ACADEMICS
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SUSTAINABILITY
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EYE ON SUSTAINABILITY:
HYDRO UP!

Hydroponics can be described in many ways. In depth, it could be described as a money making franchise, a lifestyle choice or even 
considered to be a science in the minds of some. It is all based on how you choose to look at it. The standard and formal definition of 
hydroponics is, a system where you can grow your own homemade vegetables, fruits, herbs, and so forth in an enriched liquid (hence 
the “hydro”) instead of the typical soil.  The second part of the word, “pono” comes from the Greek words for labor or working. Never 
thought plants could be grown without dirt right? Well, it is scientifically proven that the plants grown through these systems have 
better nutrients and are healthier for you due to the controlled environment, meaning that no pesticides or other chemicals have 
been used in the growing process. 

Hydroponics is not strictly limited to the aboveground vegetables, as most people would think. Root vegetables such as carrots and 
turnips can be grown, as well as ornamental flowers. Fun fact: Farmer’s claim that you can plant up to four times the amount of crops 
in a single area compared to the traditional rows of crops. This is because majority of the systems are above ground and can be stored 
in vertical rows. It is also a proven fact that some crops only use ten percent of the water given to them. That means that ninety 
percent of the water is being wasted and soaked into the ground which is not helping the life of the plant or your pockets at all. 

How would it benefit you? Lets look at the big picture here. Romaine lettuce is $1.69 a pound or about $2.80 at select grocery 
stores, $2.00 at a local farmer’s market or $0.75 from your hydroponics system. Just think if you had green peppers, celery, parsley, 
cucumbers or squashes, you could start your own roadside stand on the corner of your neighborhood and makes some bucks! In all 
seriousness though, it is a great way to save some money, live a healthier lifestyle and become self-sustainable. 

Hydroponics is an advanced and ingenious idea that has revolutionized the agricultural 
industry. Taking the time to grow your own food will take some patience, maintenance, and 
dedication. However, it will surely be worth the time and investment. Happy Harvesting!

WRITTEN BY LAURA MCDOWELL



With the budget constraints of 
a college student sometimes the 
newest video games are not al-
ways a top priority.  Now is the 
time to dust off any old NES and 
SEGA consoles and boot up the 
save file on popular games from 
the past. 

1 Pong
This is the simplest most mundane game a person 
has thought of and yet this gem has been around 
since 1972. Who knew hitting a tiny blip on the 
screen back and forth could be so much fun? This 
game will forever live in our hearts as one of the 
greats. 

2 Mega Man X
This game is a perfect side scroller that has the 
right mix of strategy, challenge, and innovation 
to keep boss fights and game play interesting. 
Although it is not the first Mega Man game it is 
definitely the best.

3 Super Mario 3
Without a doubt Mario is the king of video game 
characters, he has been in hundreds of games. 
Someone must live under a rock if they don’t 
know who Mario is. Unsurprisingly Super Mario 
3 really hit home on what a true Mario game 
should feel and play like. It is so popular there is 
even a YouTube video of someone beating it in 11 
minutes. 

4 Final Fantasy III
This series can contend that it is the most well 
known role playing game on the market. There 
are now over 10 games in the series not including 
spin off games. In fact Final Fantasy XV is set to 
be released soon.  However III is the chains most 
venerable release to date and is certainly worth 
your time to try it out. 

5 Duck Hunt 
How many people to this day still want to shoot 
the snickering dog instead of the ducks? For a sim-
ple point and shoot game Duck Hunt will forever 
be remembered. Just a tip when playing, it is ac-
tually a two player game. One person shoots with 

the light gun while another plays as the ducks. 

STUDENT 
LIFE

WRITTEN BY ROSIE BARFIELD

TOP 5:
OLD 
SCHOOL 
GAMES
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FRESHMEN PERSPECTIVE:
EXPECTATIONS

College. Every 17 and 18 year olds new chapter to 
life. It gives us the chance to learn and discover 
countless things we’ve never had the answers to, 
our chance to fine-tune our character, start a clean 
slate, but most importantly our chance to chase 
after our dreams. So after thirteen long years of 
deciphering back and forth between a countless 
number of carriers and dreaming of what we wish 
to be when we grow up, we can finally say, our 
time is here.

It’s our last week of summer before school starts 
and I’m stumped with what school supplies to 
bring on our first day of school, where my classes 
will be, if I should get lost who will I ask for 
directions, and if I should be the only one in the 
class not knowing whats going on what I would 
do. As an incoming college freshman all you see 
are big buildings hovering over you, a bunch of 
new text books that appear foreign, and people 
walking in every direction knowing exactly where 
their headed. Like anything else, being a fresh-
man we take on learning the ropes going through 
the experience of resisting what we want to do, 
verses knowing what we should do. We’ll be 
exposed to doing “college” homework for the first 
time, studying for “college” exams, and adapting 
to the transition from “Ms.” to “Professor.” More 
than anything though, our time as being freshmen 
in college is a time to experience, to take chances 
and opportunities that will better ourselves in 
our education and as individuals. It’s our time to 
let our curiosity teach us new things, and make 
mistakes along the way, to let our mistakes mold 
us into better characters, and to let our characters 
take us to a better future. 

As for myself, I’ve never been more excited to 
start a clean crisp page in my life. I envision 
college as a time that I will be capable of indulg-
ing myself into new knowledge and a time full of 
chances. A chance to learn everything we’ve ever 
wondered about things in life, and make it count 
for something.  A chance to get involved with all 
sorts of clubs and organizations. So, this upcom-
ing year I hope to learn everything I possibly can 
and take every chance as well, because in the end 
we only regret the chances we didn’t take. 

WRITTEN BY SKYE BURROWS

WRITTEN BY KIMBERLY YAMAGUCHI

No one likes being the new kid. I know I didn’t. I 
transferred schools quite a few times throughout 
my life. Each new school was like starting 
my life over. New friends. New teachers. New 
environment. Going into college reminds me of 
those torturous weeks of wandering the halls 
lost and alone. Just like I’ve done in the past, I’m 
diving in head first. In my experience, limited as 
it is, being involved skips over those torturous 
weeks. The involvement not only keeps you so 
occupied that you don’t have the time to be lonely 
but it also provides you with opportunity to meet 
new people. 

I was told by a college counselor a few weeks ago 
that however my freshman year goes is a good 
indication of how the rest of your college career 
will pan out. In other words, if you get good 
grades now you’re more likely to get them later. I 
don’t know about you, but laziness is something 
that plagues me. All my life I had structure. Every 
moment was scheduled and my parents told 
me what I could and couldn’t do. To me, college 
means freedom and I’m not sure how I’ll react to 
the newfound freedoms. While I may hate being 
the new kid, the discomfort is just what I need to 
force myself to put everything I have forward.

The mere idea of college is exciting. I’m a 
person who likes thrills and challenges. I was 
a competitive swimmer for as long as I can 
remember and I love surfing. The adrenaline 
rush of winning a race or catching a wave has 
no comparison. Going into a new and unknown 
environment gives me that same exact rush. 
Although the anticipation may be high, so is my 
eagerness for this upcoming semester.

Everybody knows that going to 
college isn’t easy.  No one knows 
this more than first time college 
students.  This semester, the Hoot 
has asked two Freshman, from two 
different high schools, to share 
their expericences through their 
first semester at UH West O’ahu.

“LIKE” THE HOOT PRESS

ON FACEBOOK
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WELCOME
ROUEL VELASCO

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

I’m originally from Ma’ili of Wai’anae. It is 
my hometown and still is, even though I 
have moved to and now reside in Kapolei 
since 1996.  I’m a graduate of Wai’anae 
High School. Received both my Bachelor’s 
and Master’s Degrees from UH Manoa. 
Outside of professional work, I am greatly 
involved in the community. I give back 
time to the Student Activities Program at 
Wai’anae High School where the love for 
Student Life began. I also serve in two 
community nonprofit groups, Sariling 
Gawa, a Filipino youth empowerment 
organization and The Aloha Project, a local 
nonproject that makes a difference in the 
local community and in the world beyond. 
The one thing I love is working with youth 
and college students. On a different note, 
I am lover of food and music; always 
trying out new places to eat.

What is it exactly that you do for 
the school?

In a nutshell, to enhance the student 
experience on campus through STUDENT 
LIFE meanwhile assisting the growth and 
development of our college students. I 
am the lead advisor of all the Chartered 
Student Organizations - ASUHWO, 
Student Activity Fee Board, Campus 
Center Programs, and Board of Student 
Publications. I will also serve as a Liaison 
to the Registered Independent Student 
Organizations (RISOs). 

I look forward to building a community, 
with the collective efforts of others, 
that fosters a welcoming and inclusive 
experience for UHWO students to make 
this place, much more than just coming 
to take a class. Hands-on learning takes 
place and connections are made when 
involved in Student Life. Student Life is a 

Aloha fellow Pueo! Let us welcome Rouel Velasco, the newest member to UH-West O’ahu and also the 
new lead advisor for all the Chartered Student Organizations. The Hoot was allowed the privilege to 
get to know a little more about Rouel and just what exactly it is he’ll be doing for UH-West O’ahu. 

learning environment beyond the walls of 
academia where students take the lead 
in creating opportunities to make this 
place a vibrant community meanwhile 
developing personal and professional 
skills for their related careers.

How has the transition from Manoa 
to West O’ahu been for you?

Simple, I’m still transitioning. Manoa is 
20,000+ campus and West O’ahu is 2,000+ 
campus. A smaller campus means a 
great opportunity for more inclusiveness 
to take place in this community. It’s 
been a smooth transition thus far. I am 
getting connected with many colleagues 
in exploring many great possibilities to 
come. I look forward to connecting with 
the college students in making this place, 
our place, the place to be.

What suggestions do you have 
for improving the overall student 
experience within student activities 
at our institution?

Primarily, to connect and engage students 
to realize that there is a space and place 
for them to create opportunities for 
themselves and their peers. Through the 
creation of additional Chartered Student 
Organizations, these organizations will 
provide opportunities for engagement 
in student activities. We are looking 
for students who would like to make a 
difference on campus, would like to learn 
and develop a new skill or enhance a 
skill and also, would like to connect with 
other students.  My role is to help college 
students to notice and discover their 
gifts, talents and abilities and share them 
for the betterment of their peers and 
campus community as a whole.

I believe lots of great ideas are already 

within the minds of our college students, 
it is a matter of getting them connected 
to these organizations. In addition, 
students have every opportunity to start 
up their own club or RISO (Registered 
Independent Student Organization) 
around a specific interest area. It is also 
through RISOs and their activities that 
they too contribute to the overall Student 
Life experience. 

As the Student Life Coordinator, I will be 
working with and advising the CSOs on 
their initiatives to bring Student Life to 

life on campus.

What strategies do you have for 
maintaining contact with students?

Strategies vary for me, which include in-
person meetings, phone calls, walk-ins, 
and social media. Let’s get connected! 
Come visit me in the Student Lounge! I’m 
hoping to do classroom presentations 
to spread the word about involvement 

opportunities.

Any expectations for this upcoming 
fall semester?

To get the word out about Student Life. 
With the help and assistance of others, 
to make it happen. Make sure all of 
our CSOs are up and running... and get 
college students further involved.

WRITTEN BY JORDAN LUZ



FEATURE
STORIES
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SPRING
COMMENCEMENT

WRITTEN BY JORDAN LUZ

As a new semester dawns upon us, many incoming students 
will be attending college for the very first time and will embark 
on a journey that will be filled with everlasting memories and 
experiences.  At the same time however, a plethora of students 
have just completed their education at UH-West Oahu and have 
received their diplomas this past spring semester of 2013. 
 On May 4th, 2013, friends and family gathered together on 
the great lawn at UH-West Oahu to witness many fine young 
individuals complete their college education.  From Krystle 
Ulep’s exuberant performance of the Star-spangled banner and 
Hawaii Pono I to former Chancellor Gene Awakuni handing over 
the reigns to current Chancellor Rockne Freitas, this event was 
truly an unforgettable experience.  Student speaker and now an 
alumna of UH-West Oahu, Kailene Leinaala Nihipali, held back 
tears as she described her educational journey as a difficult one 
but still managed to endure and persevere.  Kailene and the rest 
of her fellow graduates can now celebrate after all the hard work, 
time, and effort they placed into their education. 
Former Chancellor Gene Awakuni also stated that this was the 
biggest graduating class from UH-West Oahu to date.  There 
were 135 of 191 students present to receive their diplomas on 
that special day.  However, we can expect the record number of 
graduates to rise each semester as UH-West O’ahu continually 
move towards growth and expansion.

Upon the conclusion of the graduation ceremony, friends and 
family flocked their way to the courtyard in front of the library 
to congratulate the students with leis, hugs, and kisses.  The 
graduates’ faces were filled with tears of excitement and joy 
and could be felt amongst the abundant crowd.  Jamie Sonobe, 
a recent graduate and now alumna of UH-West O’ahu described 
this special day as “such a rush, where everything happened 
so quickly. But also a memorable event that I’ll never forget. 
From rehearsals, the ceremony, receiving my degree, and being 
congratulated by family and friends with tons of hugs and leis 
coming from every which way”. Many of the other students that 
graduated can also relate to the feelings of being rushed. The 
mere thought of finally being through with college is a hard one 
to grasp.  But as Jamie said, “At the end of it all though, through 
all the late nights of studying hard, it really paid off.  Graduation 
day was a reminder to me that whatever you set your mind to, 
you can accomplish it! I did it and I’m proud to say that I’m a 
UH-West O’ahu graduate!”
The graduates are now ready for the next stage of their life—a 
job (hopefully), graduate school, law school, or maybe the Peace 
Corps or Teach for America. They’re definitely older than when 
they went off to college. They’re probably heavier. And with a bit 
of luck, they’re more mature than when they left high school.  

ADVERTISE HERE
Want to advertise with us?

Businesses/Organizations:   thehootadvertising@gmail.com

Student Clubs/Organizations:   thehootclassifieds@gmail.com
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Every month, The Hoot selects one senior to highlight as 
an inspiration to all undergraduates.

This month I had the opportunity to interview Theresa 
Sagapolutele, also known as “T”, a Public Administration/
Criminal Justice Major with a concentration in Disaster 
Preparation Emergency Management.  Theresa not 
only attends classes at UH West O’ahu, but she works 
part time in the UH West O’ahu Communications and 
Marketing Department as a Student Assistant.  While 
working part time and keeping up with her studies, 
Theresa has also been affiliated with a couple of clubs on 
campus, such as the Investment Club, the Hawaii Pacific 
Club (HPC) and the Aiga o’le Pasifika (Poly Club).

Theresa began her journey at UH West O’ahu in 2010 
as a transfer from Kapiolani Community College.  When 

SENIOR 
SPOTLIGHT
THERESA “T” SAGAPOLUTELE

FACULTY OF THE MONTH
SHARLA HANAOKA

asked how she came to join UH West 
O’ahu she replied that she made 
her decision while on a tour of the 
campus.  Theresa felt at home with 
the smaller and more personal class 
sizes, interaction between students 
were easier with smaller groups than 
competing with 200 to 300 students, 
and the tuition was just right.

Theresa is one to never back down 
from a challenge.   With the daunting 
task of becoming a Criminal Justice 
major, Theresa explained that her plan 
is to become an advocate for children 
in and out of the courtroom.  When I 
posed the question of working at a job 
outside of her intended field, Theresa 
confidently told me that she wanted 
a challenge.  Theresa was intrigued 
by learning how to deal with public 
relations and feels it is important to 
use effective communication, also 
she wanted to learn how to adapt her 
job experience and incorporate it into 
her repertoire.  Theresa is also racing 
her son to the same Criminal Justice 
degree. They are both seniors and 
attending two different colleges.

Outside of school and work, 
Theresa’s schedule never slows 
down.  She volunteers her time 
to two programs as community 
service.  These programs are the 
Student Representatives for Violence 
Prevention Task Force at Kapiolani 
Community College and she is also 

a student member of the Emergency 
Management Professionals of Hawai’i 
or EMP-HI.  Theresa’s volunteer work 
doesn’t end there.  She also saves 
some of her precious time to take care 
of her family members by doing what 
she can.

Theresa’s most valuable asset is her 
ability to network.  Knowing how to 
work a room is something that is an 
important skill for everyone to have 
and it comes so naturally to Theresa.  
When asked how she knows so many 
people, Theresa says that when she 
meets new people, she introduces 
them to someone else she knows, and 
continues the trend.  Soon enough, 
Theresa has built a little community 
of friends, just by way of friendly 
introductions. 

As parting words, Theresa has some 
valuable advice for underclassmen.  
She says that it is important to get to 
know your UH West O’ahu homepage 
and also to get involved by joining 
clubs and to network with your 
professors and peers.  She is someone 
that knows just about everyone.  She 
is very friendly and always has a smile 
on her face.  If you really want to get 
to know her, all you need to do is 
introduce yourself.

WRITTEN BY MELLISSA LOCHMAN

WRITTEN BY KELSIE VALENTINE

Professor Sharla Hanaoka, a UH West O’ahu alumna, began teaching Art at our 
campus over a year ago and continues to teach courses within the Creative 
Media concentration. For this Fall semester, some new classes that are being 
offered include Digital Art and Design in Public Spaces. Prof. Hanaoka started 
off as a Media Specialist at UH West O’ahu about 6 years ago, and then moved 
on to become an instructor within the Digital Media program offered at Leeward 
Community College, accumulating a total of four years of teaching. Aside from 
being the Creative Media Director, Hanaoka had also taken on the position of 
being the faculty advisor for student newspaper, The Hoot, last year. But as the 
new school year begins, Hanaoka also has a new set of objectives. Aside from 
overseeing The Hoot make its transition to the charge of the new Student Life 
Coordinator, Hanaoka hopes to recruit even more students to the Creative Media 
concentration this year at UH West O’ahu. As an art teacher, Hanaoka does her 
best to awaken her students’ desires to learn everything they can in her classes. 
She makes the most of every class hour to share informative lectures and always 
makes it a point to teach her students something new each day. From her own 
experiences as a student and instructor, Hanaoka believes that the best way to 
help her students learn is to address their individual learning styles. “Teaching 
Art is not always that easy because I have to build confidence in them”, says 
Hanaoka, “so that they feel comfortable enough to be able to express and 
communicate their ideas visually.” As an educator, Hanaoka strives to instill 
important ideas and life skills into the hearts and minds of all her students. 
She also does what she can to help nurture and bring out the creative streak 
in everyone. Her main goal, above all else, is to make sure that her students 
have a great semester and know that anything is possible. She encourages her 
students to study and work hard through her courses so that they may be able to 
accomplish the things they didn’t think they could have done before. With a caring 
and supportive attitude, she pushes her students to go above and beyond what is 
expected. Both Leeward Community College and UH West O’ahu students are very 
grateful to have such a caring and humble teacher to help them flourish. 
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The UH West Oʻahu Student National Education As-
sociation had the honor and privilege of sending 
their President, Shane Ige and Vice President & 
Treasurer, Donna Soriano to the National Education 
Association (NEA) Student Leadership Conference 
and NEA Representative Assembly this summer in 
the southern hospitality city of Atlanta, Georgia. 

The NEA Student Leadership Conference (NEA SLC) 
consists of more than 200 NEA college student 
members across the nation gathering to acquire 
professional development trainings, elect new 
student representatives on the NEA Board of Direc-
tors and Resolutions Committees, as well as work 
alongside current, future, and retired teachers 
in an Outreach to Teach project that supports a 
low-income school community. This year the Out-
reach to Teach movement was held at Thomasville 
Heights Elementary School.

The NEA Representative Assembly was held during 
the first week of July across Atlanta’s heart, the 
Centennial Olympic Park, at the Georgia World 
Congress Center. The Representative Assembly 
gave various caucuses, and delegates from both 
state and local chapters across the United States, 
a voice to speak for or against proposed National 
Education Association Members’s suggested new 
policies and business items for the year. Edu-

cation professionals were also immersed with 
motivation and inspiration by the NEA Leadership, 
President Dennis Van Roekel, Vice President Lily 
Eskelsen Garcia, and guest speakers including 
President of the United States, Barack Obama.

Throughout the weeks of educational leadership 
conferences, Donna and Shane had taken the op-
portunity to create professional connections with 
state leaders, student leaders, current educators, 
former educators, and educational profession-

WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU

Share with us and you could be 
featured in an upcoming issue.

Email us at uhwothehoot@gmail.com.

Aloha UHWO ‘Ohana!
 
Make a difference by taking advantage of this 
exciting opportunity.  Aloha United Way (AUW) is 
kicking off their annual fundraising campaign this 
September and is hosting a softball tournament 
on October 4, 2013.  The money raised over the 
next two months will go to non-profit organi-
zations dedicated to fighting poverty, providing 
services to people in crisis, preparing disadvan-
taged children to succeed in Kindergarten, and 
increasing the graduation rates of Hawaiʻi’s high 
school students.    
 

How can I help?
Be an agent of change by being vigilant of emails 
and other forms of advertisements concerning up-
coming events and donate your time and money.  
For more information concerning the softball 
tournament please go to http://www.hawaii.edu/
offices/op/auw/.  If you should have any ques-
tions or would like to learn more on how to get 
involved, please email uwhoauw@hawaii.edu. 
Your 2013 AUW Campaign Coordinators are Steven 
Taketa, Zelda Moleta, and Sarah Gilman. 

Our goal for this year is to raise at least $9,000.  
With your kokua, we can all do our part to improve 
the lives of many. Give with an open heart and 
join us in our mission to improve our 
neighborhoods. 

  

Mahalo nui loa!

Steven, Zelda, and Sarah

SUBMITTED BY DONNA SORIANO

als. They also delved into the city of Atlanta and 
explored its most treasured attractions. Donna 
and Shane took a VIP tour of CNN’s World Head-
quarters Studio 7 Newsroom, dove into a Quick 
Dip insider tour of the world’s largest and most 
amazing Georgia Aquarium, brushed up on some 
of Fernbanks Museum of Natural History, cheered 
on the hometown Atlanta Braves as they faced the 
Miami Marlins and beat them 11-3, and enjoyed a 
refreshing taste around the World of Coca Cola. 

AROUND 
CAMPUS

CAMPUS VOICES What was the best decision that 
you’ve made this summer?

The best decision that I made this 

summer was to continue going to school 

and not giving up, otherwise I would’ve 

been stuck doing nothing. 

The best decision that I made this sum-

mer was to not quit while hiking Tantalus 

because it was a great accomplishment to 

be able to say I completed the hike and 

did not quit. Every time I feel like giving 

up on something, I remember that day 

and that motivates me to keep on step-

ping forward. 

Best decision I made this summer was to 

transfer to UH West Oʻahu because I felt 

that it was a time for a change of scenery.

ZAC LYMAN

JELISA ABREGANO

ANTHONY MASON
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no‘eau  center
For writing, math, and academic success

b-203  Library and  resource  center

(808)  689-2750

uhwowc@hawaii.eduwww

bookstore
c-226   Campus center

(808)  689-2550

www.facebook.com/thewestshopuhwo

m-F 8am - 3:30 Pm

 www.bookstore.hawaii.edu/westoahu/Home.aspx
uhwobkst@hawaii.edu

www

Campus  Wireless    network
uhwo  computer  services to view the
university of Hawai‘i - west o‘ahu wireless
networks.

Library

Building  hours:  M - f   7am -9:30pm      sat  7am - 4pm   Closed Sundays

Library and resource center

(808)  689-2700

uhwo  library

www2.hawaii.edu/~uhwolib/
uhwolib@hawaii.edu

www

Hawaiian  Grown  Kitchen
 

m - TH   7 am  -  3 pm           F    10 am  - 1:30  pm

hawaiiangrownkitchen.com

c-110    campus  center

(808)  689-2974

Information  Commons  
B-Building    Library
Computers are available on the
first and  second  floor.

m - th:  7:30am -7pm       f:  7:30am - 4pm
saturday:   10am - 5pm

m - th:  7:30am -7pm       f:  7:30am - 4pm
saturday:   10am - 5pm

security /  safety  office
f-201    maintenance  building

(808) 689-2911

open   24/7

I.T.  Service  Center

Library and  resource  center

(808)  689-2411

uhwohelp@hawaii.eduwww

Admissions office

m-f   8am - 430pm
extended  hours:  w - 8am - 530pm 

academic advising counseling 
services office / Financial aid office

c-236    campus center

(808) 689-2800
toll - free  1-866-299-8656

www

m-f   8am - 430pm
extended  hours:  w - 8am - 530pm 

(808) 689-2900
toll - free  1-866-299-8656

www uhwo.admissions@hawaii.edu


