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Update on 3rd Cup Café:
3rd Cup Cafe in Kunia, featured in the 

October Hot Eats, closed on Jan. 5 due to 
financial difficulties. 

Correction: 
The UH Federal Credit Union does not 

charge a transaction fee to withdraw 
cash. Our report in October was incorrect.
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Student Life Coordinator, Rouel Velasco, attended the 

conference.  According to the ASUHWO Treasurer Shane 

Nishimura, the trip cost a total of $10,723.69 and was 

funded by the $5 student government fee that UHWO 

students are required to pay each semester.  

The conference not only introduced programs to 

ASUHWO, but it also provided leadership training 

for UHWO’s own student leaders. Ketzenberger said 

that Velasco, former Vice Chancellor Lui Hokoana and 

Chancellor Rockne Frietas were former members of 

their own student governments and encouraged the 

ASUHWO to attend the conference in order to learn 

skills to become better leaders and to create a larger 

network of resources.  

“In order to do their jobs effectively, they have to 

learn how to be effective leaders.  Part of it too is 

creating a network with other students and student 

      tudent government leaders at the University of   

      Hawai`i - West O`ahu are launching programs 

that will keep students informed of upcoming events 

and help streamline their book buying.

Members of the Associated Students of UHWO 

brought back the initiatives from a leadership 

conference they attended last semester.  

One current program, led by Social Sciences Sen. 

Isaiah Baclaan, provides students a way to sell and 

buy books directly with one another to assist students 

in saving money.

“One of the things we brought back from the 

American Student Government Association conference 

is texts.com, which is an online platform that is run 

through the school’s website to help streamline the 

book buying and return process,” Baclaan explained. 

The program was launched during last semester’s Fall 

Fest.

After creating a text.com account with their UHWO 

email address, students are able to post listings for 

books they want to sell and can browse and compare 

book prices that other students have posted. Students 

are then able to negotiate prices and meet on campus 

to exchange books and money.

Another initiative includes an app that helps 

students become more aware of student events and 

happenings, thus further increasing transparency.  

“We were introduced to a program where you can 

customize an app for your university, which could 

work like a student center for information,” said 

ASUHWO President Courtney Ketzenberger.

Another idea involving student voting, transparency 

and student participation could be implemented 

in the future. “One idea that really stuck with me 

and resonated with other members was improving 

voting results with [real-time] voting results,” said 

Ketzenberger.

ASUHWO representatives traveled to Washington, 

D.C., to attend the National Student Government 

Summit from Oct. 2 – 5 at the Bethesda Marriot Hotel. 

The summit, which was organized by the American 

Student Government Association, drew hundreds of 

students from across the country and 136 different 

universities.

The student leaders met and attended workshops 

aimed at improving student governance for all types 

of university campuses. Students met during the 

conference to discuss topics such as student advocacy, 

transparency, senatorial training, sustainability efforts 

and student newspaper readership programs. 

Ketzenberger, five UHWO student senators and 

ERICA BARENG & KIRSTEN BROWN 

ASUHWO Launches Programs 
to Help Fellow Students
S

government leaders,” said Velasco.

ASUHWO is also working to implement the different 

ideas on leadership that they learned at the 

conference, including promoting student advocacy.  

“We have initiatives that we want to push forward 

to help the school.  Our purpose is to advocate for 

students and promote student activities in school and 

in the community,” said ASUHWO Secretary Joyleanne 

Santos, who also attended the conference.  

Other UHWO students hope that the entire student 

body will benefit from the initiatives learned at the 

conference.  

“I really want to see something that they took from 

the conference here at UHWO going in full speed and 

fully functioning,” said junior Tony Giang.  
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along with the ONR grant. In the first phase 
of the plan the physical science lab will be 
used as the STEM classroom, Jones said. 

“My vision for the school is for it to be 
flexible, to adapt and adjust to the needs 
of the workforce. To have programs that can 
easily be adjusted to be fit the workforce 
development,” he said. 

NEW COURSES AND GOALS
UHWO offers a bachelor’s degree in 

Applied Science under which there 
are three concentrations dealing with 
Information Technology, Computer, Electronics 
and Networking Technology (CENT) Information 
Security & Assurance. 

Dr. Matthew Chapman, assistant 
professor of  information technology, said 
that this semester UHWO will be offering 
the Fundamentals of Secure Software 
Programming. 

This semester, UHWO will be offering several 
courses highlighting the increased need for 
cyber security professionals, he said. The 
courses will include Modern Cyber Conflicts, 
Digital Forensics, Proactive System Security 
(Ethical Hacking), IT Project Management and 
Management of Information Security.

 Chapman said the goal is to have a four-
year bachelor’s program offered in its entirety 
at UHwO within five years. Currently, many 
introductory courses must be taken at other 
campuses, such as Honolulu Community 
College. 

The IT program offers an array of internship 
possibilities. So far Chapman’s students 
have interned at several different locations. 

    he University of Hawai`i -West O`ahu will offer new classes and areas of study ranging from facilities 
    management to digital forensics to help students be better prepared for the workforce.

TORI MCCANN

T

UHWO recently received a grant of $245,000 
from the Office of Naval Research (ONR) for 
a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) program at the school. Under this 
grant, degrees will be offered in Facilities 
Management and Engineering. 

The Navy hopes that more locals will 
become qualified to compete for civilian jobs 
at Pearl Harbor. The university plans to offer 
Facilities Management by fall 2015. 

A course draft for the engineering degree 
is being developed by Richard Jones, 
geology and meteorology professor, along 
with Dr. Keith Sakuda and faculty from the 
mathematics and science division. The 
classes will include Introduction to Design 
Engineering, Intro to Engineering and Intro to 
Environmental Engineering .

Students taking Design Engineering will do 
computer drafting and programming, Jones 
said. The curriculum will include design and 
building of model cars and bridges, model 
electric cars, solar panels and robotics. The 
students will work with fuel cells, carbon 
fiber and 3D printing, computer programming 
and SolidWorks, which is a solid modeling 
computer aid program, Jones said. 

Environmental engineering students will 
work to build hydroponic systems and solar 
panels. The school also will offer teaching 
degrees in Secondary Biology and Secondary 
General Science in the coming year, Jones 
added. 

 Plans call for UHWO to build a dedicated 
facility for the STEM courses. To fund the new 
building, a portion of a Title III grant of $2.5 
million will go toward the STEM program, 

Internships can be earned at the Pacific 
Tsunami Warning Center, the prosecutor’s 
office, Oceanic Time Warner and Hawai‘i 
Government TIPS program. 

 “Within the UH system, here at UHWO, 
we have partnered with Oahu community 
colleges to offer an outstanding program for 
Information Systems Security Professionals, 
and are certified through the Committee on 
National Security Systems and the NSA to 
meet national training standards,” Chapman 
said.   

 Dr. Evelyn Cox, a biology professor, says 
UHWO is developing putting a Health Science 
concentration under the Bachelor of Applied 
Science that hopefully will be ready by next 
year. The Health Science concentration will 
be geared toward pre-health professions, 
such as general health, sciences and biology, 
along with medical data management.  

 UHWO also plans to offer degrees in the 
medical field by 2018. The school plans to 
build a health science facility for pre-nursing 
and pre-med programs. Construction of the 
new building is expected to be completed in 
2018.

The school has partnered with UH-Hilo to 
offer a two-year pre-nursing program offering 
degrees in pre-med, pre-nursing, dentist 
hygienist and physical therapy.

NEW CLASSES,
Programs On Deck for UHWO

FEATURE

“My vision for the school is for it 
to be flexible, to adapt and adjust 
to the needs of the workforce.” 
                 - Dr. Richard Jones
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      he price tag for the campus-wide air-
    conditioning outage at the University of 

Hawai`i — West O`ahu last semester totalled 
about $70,000, a vice chancellor confirmed.

From Sept. 29 to Oct. 3, students, faculty and 
staff endured the westside heat during lectures 
and workdays in all buildings at UHWO due to a 
malfunctioning air conditioning system.

Vice Chancellor for Administration Donna 
Kiyosaki said the outage cost the school 
approximately $70,000.  In order to fix the source 
of the problem, the university spent $47,000 on 
a Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) and $1,000 on 
American Controls, which was used to replace 
a part on the control panel that regulates the 
chiller unit, Kiyosaki said.  Another $15,000 was 
spent on mobile chillers and bypass piping 
and $7,000 was spent on portable AC units for 
classrooms, she said.

In all, “$48,000 was to actually fix the problem 
and the other costs were attempts to mitigate 
the classroom environment,” Kiyosaki said.  
The AC system malfunction occurred after the 
one-year warranty period. 

The air conditioning broke down due to 
problems with the control boards in two chillers. 
The VFD was broken in one of them. Thus, 
chilled water that cools the temperatures in 
the campus buildings was not available. These 
issues occurred prior to classes on Monday, 

ERIKA BARENG

AC Malfunction Costs UHWO $70,000
Sept. 29. A temporary chiller was brought in 
on Oct. 1 and the system was brought back to 
normal temperatures as repairs were completed 
on Friday, Oct. 3.

“Portable fans were strategically deployed 
and a temporary mobile unit was connected. 
The replacement parts needed to be flown in 
from the East Coast, so they were not available 
until Friday,” Kiyosaki said.

The equipment manufacturer and the 
contractor are in contact with UHWO to see if 
there are any preventative measures that need 
to be implemented in the future. 

UHWO also hired Blake Araki in mid-November 
as the Director of Planning, Capital Projects, 
Engineering, Facilities, Auxiliary Services and 
Land.  Araki has 30-plus years of experience in 
planning, design, maintenance and construction 
engineering.  He also worked at UH Manoa 
for the last 24 years and was in charge of 
mechanical engineering design and operations.  

“The situation was handled and fixed as 
expeditiously as possible,” said Kiyosaki.

The UHWO Campus Facilities Department 
issued a campus-wide apology, notifications 
and updates during the outage.

But the heat affected everyone on campus. 
Students had a difficult time listening in classes 
as their senses were dulled and compromised 
by the heat.

“I am hard of hearing and I couldn’t even 
hear what the teacher was saying because of 
all of the fanning noises,” said Senior Fotualii 
Vaimauga.

The heat did not help sophomore Christopher 
Davis who at the time was dealing with a broken 
ankle. “I [was] already sweating enough,” Davis 
said.

Alternative measures were taken by the 
entire school to improve the situation. Campus 
Facilities encouraged teachers to change up 
their teaching methods. 

“I thought it was great that teachers were 
having classes outside,” said Maile Alcos, UHWO 
Healthcare Coordinator. Alcos, a registered 
nurse, passed out free bottled water and 
encouraged everyone to stay hydrated.

“I thought that it was really awesome that the 
school was passing out water,” Davis said. 
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NOVEN VALENZUELA JR.

HE 
SAYS

SHE 
SAYS

REBECCA CARINO

How do you 
stick to your 
New Year’s 

Resolutions?

New year and new me! At least that is what we like to think. We have 
all declared some point in time on social media, to ourselves or to our 
friends we are going to change for the new year, but how does one stick 
to their resolution?

1. Be Authentic.
Sometimes people make their resolutions based on things they may not 

really want or on ideas that are not really theirs.
How can you live up to your resolution if it was never your own to 

begin with?
After a while of struggling to stick to your goals, you might lose interest 

or outright forget them. Make sure it is something you want for reasons 
that you have carefully thought out!

2.  Don’t Kick Yourself.
Want to lose weight but end up eating that piece of chocolate or tub of 

ice cream because you have a paper due or test coming up? Don’t be so 
hard on yourself! 

Things happen that may or may not be out of our control and to kick 
yourself for it may negatively affect your goals. It happens. So pick 
yourself up, learn from it and on to the next one!

3.  It’s Not New Years, it’s New Day Resolution!
Around this time, people make resolutions for the entire year, but that 

may be the problem in and of itself. We only make the resolution in 
January, the beginning of the year. We sprint from the beginning and 
come to crawl.

Instead of a New Year’s resolution, it should be New Day resolution! The 
idea of bettering oneself is important, so why not improve every day? 
Make a resolution to be better overall every single day! Be strong, smarter 
and better than yesterday. This way, we are constantly sprinting, and 
being reminded of the bigger idea that we are here to improve ourselves.

1. Make mini-resolutions.
It’s common for people to conjure up huge goals to accomplish at 

the start of the year, but realize how daunting they are and eventually 
abandon them. 

Mini-resolutions seem more possible to complete and the more mini-
goals you accomplish, the more confident you become. Before you know 
it, you’re a different person and will end up accomplishing something 
greater!

2.  Share your resolutions with others.
Whether it is your peers or your family, sharing your resolutions with 

them will make you more accountable. You will be less likely to fall off 
track knowing people you care about are counting on you. The people 
you share your goals with can also serve as a support network when you 
hit an obstacle.

3.  Don’t just focus on the physical.
You feel a bit icky post-holiday season, so fitness is always the goal 

to resolution for a lot of people. You should also reflect on spiritual and 
mental resolutions as well because they are just as important as the 
physical when it comes to improving your health. 

Some resolutions can revolve around spending more time with friends 
and family, or carving out time to take a break from your hectic schedule.

4.  Don’t beat yourself up.
It’s okay if you have a setback, or to have days where you’re not 

“feeling it.” You can take a break and set some time to focus on what 
caused you to lose track and what you can do to avoid them in the 
future. 

You set goals, but you are human. Life happens, and all you can do is 
remember what you want to accomplish and how you plan to get there.
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      onresident veteran students will be able to pay in-state tuition 

       at all  campuses within the University of Hawai‘i System, a change 

that became law on Jan. 1.

Senate Bill 2131 required the UH Board of Regents to waive the 

nonresident tuition and fee differential for veterans of the five major 

branches of the U.S. Armed Forces.

The Board of Regents “shall waive the nonresident tuition and fee 

differentials for honorably discharged veterans of the United States armed 

forces who use G.I. Bill education benefits, regardless of their actual state 

of residence,” according to the bill, which was passed by state legislators 

in March. The veteran would have to leave the armed forces no more than 

two years prior to becoming a student and sign an intent form to become 

a resident of Hawai`i, the bill states.

Veteran student lobbying contributed to the bill’s passage. Raymond 

Bunda, vice president of the Hawai`i State Veterans’ Alliance, pushed 

for the bill to be written, according to the Associated Students of the 

University of Hawai`i — West O`ahu Caucus Chair Sara Perry.

“This bill will help veterans stay in Hawai‘i, it helps our economy, it 

helps build UH,” Perry said. “It’s usually not just that one veteran, it’s 

them and their families. It creates a ripple effect.”

According to the UH Student Caucus legislative testimony, “awarding the 

nonresident tuition differential for veterans discharged honorably from 

the Armed Forces will no doubt increase the numbers of student veterans 

on the University of Hawai`i campuses.”

UH Manoa student and Hawai`i State Veterans’ Alliance member Remy 

Biondine, 25, said it was a challenge to get the bill approved. Members 

“spent countless hours finding support around campus and lobbying for 

this bill,” Biondine said. “It’s awesome to see our hard work finally paid 

off.”

For veteran Carter Ong, 27, the new law meant more than saving money 

on tuition. “After being stationed in Fort Shafter, I decided to stay in 

Hawai`i. The only problem was the cost of living,” Ong said, noting the 

savings on tuition will allow him to help pay other bills. 

“I feel like my service in the Army has gained a lot more appreciation 

with the approval,” said Ong, who attends UH Manoa. “The bill helps us 

veterans recognize that we’re part of the state that we help serve.”

Nonresident Veteran Students Now   
Pay In-state Tuition at UH Campuses
SHANE NISHIMURA

N

division of John Hara Associates, will be handling the 

flooding situation. 

“We need to construct a permanent improvement 

to relieve the flooding issues at the library,” Kiyosaki 

said. “We have engaged a civil engineering consultant 

to develop a drainage plan to correct the problem.”

Craig Arakaki, a civil engineer of Engineering 

Concepts, says, “It may have been something 

overseen, but things happen. We are aware that 

there is a problem and are working with UHWO to 

fix it.”

UH West O`ahu Library Director Sarah Gilman 

Sur says the flooding problem is actually outside 

of the library. “The problem isn’t because of the 

architectural design of the library, but rather the 

landscaping outside,” she said.

Kiyosaki insists the problem is temporary.

Blake Araki, the campus’ new director of Planning, 

Capital Projects, Engineering, Facilities, Auxiliary 

Services and Land, will be in charge of this project, 

Kiyosaki said.

Despite high winds and heavy rains, the occasional 

flooding has not caused any monetary damages or 

injuries, except maybe for a few wet feet. UHWO’s 

After experiencing storms such as Ana and with the 

wet winter season in full force, don’t be surprised 

if sandbags greet you at the University of Hawai`i — 

West O`ahu library entrance.

Flooding in the library entrance has been a recurring 

issue. In late September, the entryway flooded after 

heavy rains overtook the sandbags placed outside 

the doors and  water seeped inside. 

“The entrance to the library is the low spot for 

all the water that collects along the entry walkway 

to the campus.  The rock wall bordering the Great 

Lawn prevents water from draining into the lawn 

and redirects water down the walkway to the lowest 

point (library) entrance,” said Vice Chancellor of 

Administration Donna Kiyosaki. 

Kiyosaki has 37-plus years of experience in 

administration and engineering. Serving as vice 

chancellor since July 2011, Kiyosaki oversees the 

campus budget, security, parking, environmental 

health and safety and more.

The architect of UH West O`ahu was John Hara, who 

is also responsible fordesigning other sites such as 

Punahou’s  Case Middle School and the Honolulu 

Academy of Arts Pavillion. Engineering Concepts, a 

NOVEN VALENZUELA JR.

maintenance crew is immediately dispatched to clean 

and dry the library when there is a flooding issue, 

Kiyosaki said.

Kiyosaki says that students can rest easy knowing  

that the staff at UH West O`ahu is working to resolve 

the issue. “We are working to correct a situation 

that existed when the campus was built. We will be 

diligently pursuing the mitigation of the problem.” 

UHWO Seeks Permanent Solution for Library Flooding

Photo credit Alexa Fagaragan
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MOVIE REVIEW
Annie

MICHAEL OʻMEALLY

      nnie, the Broadway classic, has been  
        modernized with a remix of characters and 

a fresh plot that connects with this generation 
of moviegoers.

Gone is the red-haired, freckle-faced orphan, 
Annie. The drama-musical-comedy that debuted 
in theaters in December incorporates diversity.

Annie, directed by Will Gluck, tells a 
heartwarming story about a foster child named 
Annie, played by young actress Quvenzhané 

Wallis, who was abandoned and is looking for 
her real parents. 

Wallis, an 11-year-old African American actress, 
is no stranger to acting, becoming the youngest 
ever to receive an Academy Award nomination 
for best actress for her role in Beasts of the 
Southern Wild.

Miss Hannigan is Annie’s foster parent, who is 
played by Cameron Diaz. Miss Hannigan is also 
a wicked foster mother to four other children 
who makes their lives a living hell.

The movie takes a turn when Will Stacks, 
played by Jamie Foxx, saves Annie from a 
dangerous accident. The two then make a deal: 
If Mr. Stacks helps Annie find her real parents, 

A

positive people willing to understand and 
learn,” Navasca said.  
  Tiano’s has an excellent selection of food.  The 
menu contains a mixture of American, Filipino 
and local favorites.
  The Sample Platter had fried calamari, chicken 
wings, and cheesy garlic bread.  The fried items 
are done to perfection and are cooked with a 
subtle flavor.  The real flavor comes from their 
multitude of sauces that come with the plate, 
which complement the flavors of the chicken.     
The Sample Platter costs $12.99.
  Tiano’s also has a Fettuccine Chicken Alfredo 
dish that strays from the traditional Italian style 
and has more of a simple garlic cream flavor 
with a side of a unique, crunchy and hearty 
cheesy garlic bread.
  The presentation is also impeccable as Navasca 
makes sure each dish is picture ready. The plate 
was topped with herbs and plated on a colorful 
dish. The Fettuccine Chicken Alfredo is $13.99.
   Lastly, the Halo-halo was presented beautifully 
with a classic umbrella garnish.  It had classic 
flavors that a Halo-halo should have – beans, 
coconut gel, jackfruit, leche flan and ube ice 
cream with a slight decorative twist – all for 
$6.99.  Overall, entrées range from $9.99 to 
$26.99.

Annie will help Mr. Stacks with publicity in his 
run for mayor’s office.

Annie earned $5.3 million on Dec. 19, the day 
it opened in theaters, and about $16 million 
during its debut weekend, according to Forbes 
Magazine. Forbes also says that Annie cost an 
estimated $65 million to produce. And as of 
early January, the movie generated a little more 
than $70 million, according to Box Office Mojo.

Although the movie has generated millions of 
dollars many critics were not impressed. Rotten 
Tomatoes gave Annie, a 4.4 out of 10 while 
audiences gave it a 3.5 out of 5. 

However, producers should receive accolades 
for its attempt to reinvent the Broadway classic.

As you watch the movie, you can’t resist 
tapping your feet and singing to the classic, It’s 
“a Hard Knock Life”, and many other revamped 
versions of the musical’s well-known songs. 
Annie is an uplifting movie that can be enjoyed 
with family and friends, even if you are partial 
to the original movie released in 1982.

It was refreshing to see how Annie incorporated 
technologies that weren’t available in the 80’s. 
They used apps such as Twitter and Instagram 
throughout the movie to add a modern touch 
and to show how much change there has been.

ERIKA BARENG

         f you love Filipino-American food, you’re 
        in luck – Tiano’s has opened in the heart 
of Waipahu. 
 Located right across the Waipahu Festival 
Marketplace, it is a haven for those in 
need of comforting Filipino dishes, with a 
twist.   
   Tiano’s owner and Executive Chef Joel Navasca 

originally opened Tiano’s in Kaua`i from 
2010-2012 and later moved to O`ahu due to 
commuting issues.  Tiano’s in Waipahu opened 
on May 5, 2014.  
  Navasca’s passion lies in culture, community 
and, of course, food.  Though Navasca has 
learned many traditional methods of cooking, 
he has learned over time to embrace Hawai`i’s 
culture – a place with a rich mixture of 
backgrounds, languages and food.  
  “When we used to host parties, instead of 
only focusing on Filipino food, I wanted to 
cater to diverse groups of people.  People were 
really happy – they liked the spread.  When we 
opened our own business, we used the same 
idea,” Navasca said.  
  Tiano’s also makes sure to highlight its roots 
and ensure that Filipino food is still a major part 
of their menu.  
  “We embrace efforts of putting Filipino food on 
the map,” Navasca said.
 Inspired by his family and community, 
Navasca also hopes to make a positive impact 
on Waipahu by employing younger people 
looking for work and teaching them skills he 
has learned.  Many of his workers are family, 
or know him through his other establishments 
including The Playground Dance Studio. 
  “We like coming to work where we have 

I

HOT EATS
Tiano’s Restaurant: 
A New Take on Fili-
pino Food

continued on page 11

continued on page 11
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The University of Hawai`i — West O`ahu 

recently announced changes in faculty and 

senior management, but administrators 

said the goal of the campus remains 

the same: Improve the student-centered 

environment.

Eun Ahn, Linda Randall and Sherry 

Proper have made shifts in Academic 

Affairs.  According to an email from UHWO 

Communications, Randall, academic affairs 

vice chancellor, is returning to faculty in 

March and an interim replacement is 

being sought. Associate Vice Chancellor for 

Academic Affairs Eun Ahn, is also returning 

to faculty.  Proper will serve as interim 

academic program officer to replace Ahn.  

“It is not unusual for senior administration 

at a University to change, especially at 

a school like ours that is growing and 

changing rapidly in lots of ways,” Proper 

said.  

Though Ahn and Randall will be leaving 

their administrative positions, they will 

return to faculty to continue to work 

toward building the academic programs at 

UHWO.

“[I look forward to] strengthening our 

programs and helping our students 

succeed academically,” said Ahn.

Hokoana also made the transition from 

being UHWO’s vice chancellor of student 

affairs to becoming chancellor at UH Maui 

College.

“It was a natural transition.  We all saw 

that as a super positive because it was 

our vice chancellor being promoted to a 

chancellor position,” said No`eau Center 

Director Lokelani Kenolio.  

Judy Oliveira is the new interim vice 

chancellor for student affairs and seeks to 

continue UHWO’s focus of being student-

centered. 

Oliveira “wants to be very consistent 

with the goals we had set.  She spoke 

to [the No’eau Center] about our focus 

– continuing to focus on UHWO student 

success,” Kenolio said.

The UHWO administration will continue 

to work toward student-centered goals 

despite multiple changes in its senior 

management. 

“Although the personnel has changed, 

ERIKA BARENG

Spring Brings Shifts In 
UHWO Management
Chancellor Announces Changes in Senior Management, but 
says Campus Goals Remain the Same

our goals continue to be improving our 

student-centered environment. I also want 

to see us increase student retention and 

graduation rates, enrollment, programs, 

resources, campus community involvement 

and morale,” UHWO Chancellor Rockne 

Freitas said. 

*

* *

*
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the subject of Mathematics,” Widiasih said. 
“I have a passion for math and enjoy UHWO 
because of the small class environment, and it 
is easier to make it personal.”

Widiasih, co-head coordinator for the UHWO 
Math Department, has only been teaching at the 
university a little more than a year, but already 
has left a lasting impression with students.

Victoria Howell, a senior, described her 
experience in Widiasih’s class as “comforting 
and encouraging.” Widiasih “was very nice and 
understanding and was always willing to help 
her students when they needed it,” Howell said.

Widiasih was born in Java, Indonesia, and 
moved to the United States in 1995. She went 
to high school in Vermont and attended college 
at Saint Cloud State University in Minnesota, 
majoring in Mathematics. She continues to live 
in the United States under a work visa.

Originally, Widiasih had first majored in Pre-
Med, then later switched to Computer Science, 
and finally changed her major once more 
to Math. She received her bachelor’s degree 
in Mathematics in 2001 and later obtained 
her master’s degree in Mathematics at the 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, in 2004. In 
2010, she received her doctorate.

Widiasih moved to Hawai‘i in 2013 to teach at 
UHWO. She has taught the following courses: 

Esther Widiasih, a University of Hawai`i —
West O`ahu math professor, admits she wasn’t 
always the best student in mathematics. Her 
own struggles with math motivate her to build 
students’ confidence in the oft dreaded subject.

“I want to change students’ perspective on 

College Algebra, College Algebra with Tutorial, 
Calculus I and Calculus 3.

“This school reminds me a lot of back home; 
the culture and people are very similar,” 
Widiasih said. “I understand that the subject of 
math is a struggle, and I wasn’t the best student 
when it came to math, so I wanted to create 
a classroom environment where students are 
confident in this subject. My two main things 
about math is: One, math is important and two, 
you can do it!”

Kekaula Tupua, another one of her students, 
said he had “an awesome experience” in her 
class.

“I never used to enjoy math until her class. 
She is a very patient and understanding 
professor, and it was a lot of fun,” Tupua said. 
“She was interested in hearing the students’ 
point of view of math, and I would definitely 
recommend her class to everyone.”

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
Esther Widiasih

 ANDREW LEITUALA

ONE, MATH IS IMPORTANT 
AND TWO, YOU CAN DO IT!”

of the first floor of the campus center building 
to create facilities that include a Nursing 
Simulation Lab, a Well-being Center and a 
Cultural and Performing Arts and Education 
Outdoor Amphitheater.

The appropriated funds will be spread out 
over five years, Saul said. Project managers 
are currently meeting with an architect for the 
design of the facilities, Saul said. 

Although Ka PIKO plans to integrate Native 
Hawaiian ways into its project, students who 
want to get involved do not need to be Native 
Hawaiian.

“It’s very inclusive of all cultures” said 
Saul. “We have things to learn from that 
Indigenous [Native Hawaiian] knowledge, but 
it’s not at all exclusive [to that].” As the project 
progresses there will be different health and 
wellness activities that students will be able to 
participate in, and there will be an opportunity 
for students to share ideas on what the 
facilities will look like, Saul said.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: 
ESTHER WIDIASIH

     n outdoor amphitheater, health and 
     wellness center and other facilities are in 

the works at the University of Hawai`i - West 
O`ahu under the Ka PIKO Renovation Title III 
Project, officials said.

The project, which will utilize $10 million in 
Title III grant funds, aims to add to campus 
life and create spaces in support of programs 
geared towards increasing the engagement, 
retention and academic achievement of Native 
Hawaiian students through the incorporation 
of Native Hawaiian values. 

Ka PIKO’s mission falls in line with the 
campus’ goals of becoming an Indigenous-
serving institution while integrating Native 
Hawaiian values in students’ curriculum, said 
Associate Specialist Melissa Saul, who will 
spearhead the Ka Piko project. Ka PIKO will 
incorporate a campus nurses station and is 
going to promote wellness activities along 
with health and wellness services. 

The project will incorporate the renovation 

REBECCA CARINO

Ka PIKO Renovation Project Builds Momentum

The project has a five-year span, but under 
Ka PIKO there is going to be a Pre-nursing 
pathway partnership with UH Hilo and 
recruitment for nursing students for Fall 2015 
will begin in the spring, said Saul.

Ka PIKO will be involved with and participating 
at the E Ola Pono Health and Wellness fair in 
February and Earth Day and West Fest in April. 
Aside from the recruitment this spring, Saul 
says the project’s current focus is “to link 
students to the campus and community.”

A
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Welcome back, students! We hope everyone has had a relaxing winter break! 

Upcoming Holidays – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day
The Library will be closed Monday, Jan. 19, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Monday, Feb. 16, for 
Presidents’ Day.

Library Open House – Wednesday, Jan. 21, 10 a.m.-noon
Stop by the library lobby on Wednesday, Jan. 21, between 10 a.m. and noon, to meet your UHWO 
librarians and find out about library services and resources.  Coffee and light refreshments will be 
served. 

Spring Concerts -- Chamber Music Hawai`i
We’re excited to host Chamber Music Hawaii again this semester for three concerts:
Tuesday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m. – Spring Wind Quintet
Tuesday, March 17, 7:30 p.m. – Honolulu Brass w/ Constance Uejio, harp
Tuesday, April 7, 7:30 p.m. – Galliard String Quartet

Tickets for these concerts are free for students with a valid UH ID. 

Library Website Redesign
Your librarians have been hard at work designing a new, forthcoming library website. To ensure the 
new site better serves your information and research needs, please let us know what you think of 
our current Library website in this short survey: http://goo.gl/QRsjuV

Keep an eye out for a beta version of the new, forthcoming website later this semester!

New Database: Ethnographic Video Online
Check out this new streaming video collection from Alexander Street Press with an intensive 
focus on indigenous perspectives and points of view from Oceania, Australia, and New Zealand. 
The database includes many frequently assigned films in anthropology, ethnography, and social 
psychology courses with over 188 hours devoted to the Pacific region.

CAMPUS
VOICES.......    

Weʻll be back in 
February.

Watch for us!

Hot Eats Continued from page 11

  The ambiance of the restaurant is very clean, 
casual and familiar.  There is a television set 
in the restaurant for football fans. The servers 
were extremely friendly and frequently checked 
back on tables to see if customers needed water 
or anything else, despite how busy they were.
   It was a comfortable atmosphere worth 
returning to.  The food came out within an 
acceptable amount of time, and workers were 

friendly and professional.  Though it was a bit 
pricey, the quality, taste and service made the 
time and money worth it. 

Tiano’s is located at 94-235 Hanawai 
Circle, Suite 9. To contact them, call 808-
677-2992 or their corporate office at 808-
484-5855.

Movie Review Continued from page 11

Character development is an important factor 
in what makes or breaks a movie. If you enjoy 
seeing change, then this is the movie for you.

The movie focuses on caring and compassion 
and based on that, you will see the main 
characters change for the better throughout the 
movie. The characters are 

faced with internal conflicts and must decide 
what’s morally right and wrong and what truly 
matters in life.  

Overall, Annie was an entertaining movie. The 
story was executed tastefully, without changing 
too many things from the original. This movie 
will be added to my personal ‘I hope this will 
eventually be on Netflix’ list.



A.S.K.    Events & Workshops 

No’eau Center          Spring 2015 
Academic Success Kit 

No’eau Center – Library Room B203 – Phone: 689-2750 
uhwowc@hawaii.edu – www.tinyurl.com/noeaucenter 

 

 
DATE TIME EVENT 
January 16 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Go Fund Yourself 
January 20 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM No’eau Open House 
January 21   
January 23 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Go Fund Yourself 
January 30   
March 17 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM West and Welaxation 
March 18   
April 1 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Opportunities Fair 
May 5 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM Cram Jam 
May 6    

 
DATE TIME WORKSHOP 
January 20 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Literature Review 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Research Papers 
January 21 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Research Papers 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Literature Review 
January 27 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Grammar Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM MLA Workshop 
January 28 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM MLA Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Grammar Workshop 
February 3 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM APA Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM ASA Workshop 
February 4 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM ASA Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM APA Workshop 
February 10 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM AAA Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Chicago Manual Workshop 
February 11 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Chicago Manual Workshop 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM AAA Workshop 
February 17 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM How to Write an “A” Paper 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Mastering Math 
February 18 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Mastering Math 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM How to Write an “A” Paper 
February 24 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Study Skills 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Resumes & Interviews 
February 25 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Resumes & Interviews 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Study Skills 
March 3 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Senior Projects & Multimedia Presentations 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Stress & Time Management 
March 4 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Stress & Time Management 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Senior Projects & Multimedia Presentations 
March 10 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Academic Ownership: Avoiding Plagiarism 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Exam Prep Skills 
March 11 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Exam Prep Skills 
 12:30 PM – 1:30 PM Academic Ownership: Avoiding Plagiarism 


