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Fall in Hawai‘i doesn’t bring about significant 
changes in weather or in the color of the foliage. 
But here at The Hoot, fall 2015 will be a season 
of change for our staff and our readers. 

Consider this a new beginning for the University 
of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu’s school newspaper.

My name is Michael O’Meally and this is my 
third year here at UH West O‘ahu pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology, but it’s my first 
year as editor of The Hoot. I would like to thank 
you for picking up a copy and reading up on the 
events that take place on campus, as well as the 
community. Sharing the information that affects 
you is our main priority and we hope that you 
share the information with us as well.

During this school year we pledge to complete 
seven more editions through the end of spring 
2016, filling our pages with stories information 
most relevant to our readers.

To help us get there, we are looking for 
fun, creative and charismatic writers who can 
contribute monthly stories — students who are 
intuitive and recognize the importance and 
value of sharing information. Writers are not the 
only cog in the machine, as savvy photographers 
and creative designers are equally important. 

Our goal is to increase the newspaper’s 
readership and presence on campus, as well 
become more interactive with students. If you 

have suggestions, ideas or would like to join our 
team, please contact us at uhwohoot@gmail.
com with your first and last name and a contact 
number.

This semester, we will be launching a Letters 
to the Editor section. Let your voice be heard! 
Whether it’s a reaction to any of our columns 
or stories, a thank you to a staff member or 
a complaint about parking, let us know your 
thoughts. Your submissions (150 words or less, 
please) should include your first and last name 
and contact information.

Again, thank you for picking up The Hoot. 
We value your opinions and if anyone has a 
comment, complaint or suggestion, contact us 
at uhwohoot@gmail.com. Have a great semester 
and we are looking forward to hearing from you!

EDITOR’S NOTE
MICHAEL O’MEALLY
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    he growth at the University of Hawai‘i 

— West O‘ahu campus comes with a price as 

facilities have not kept pace with demand.

In the coming months, approximately 21 

administrative staff at UHWO will temporarily 

relocate to the state Department of Hawaiian 

Home Lands headquarters in Kapolei. The 

building is about a five-minute drive from 

campus.

UHWO Director of Communications Leila 

Shimokawa says the school plans to lease 

4,654 square feet in the DHHL building for the 

next three years. The lease costs $201,000 per 

year which includes furniture, utilities and 

parking fees. That amounts to $9,571 a year 

per staff member moved.

Shimokawa says that students should not be 

impacted and the effect on faculty is minimal. 

The administrative staff being relocated 

are those who have the least contact with 

students, she said.

 “Moving administrative staff off campus 

enables the administration to convert existing 

space into faculty offices. To further minimize 

impact to services, the various offices that 

relocate to the DHHL facility plan to schedule 

continued presence on campus as well as 

twice-a-day mail runs,” Shimokawa said.

According to Shimokawa, a new hybrid 

building is in the process of development. 

“Thanks to the Legislature, Gov. (David) Ige, 

and the UH Board of Regents, UH  West O’ahu 

is in the design phase of our new Allied Health 

and Administration building. It will house 

the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor for Academic 

Affairs, Vice Chancellor for Administration and 

their support staff,” Shimokawa said.

The Allied Health part of the building will 

provide classrooms, laboratories, work areas 

and faculty office space for professors with the 

various healthcare baccalaureate programs.

The $28.8 million project is expected to be 

completed in 2018, when the DHHL lease 

expires.

BY MICHAEL O’MEALLY

INCREASED POPULATION AT UHWO 
PROMPTS STAFF RELOCATION
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Chancellor Rockne Freitas’ long career in 

education is drawing to a close as he prepares to 

retire at the end of the  fall 2015 semester. It isn’t 

hard to spot Freitas on campus – he usually stands 

head and shoulders above those around him — in 

more ways than one. 

Before Freitas became University of Hawai‘i —

West O‘ahu chancellor, he successfully participated 

in competitive athletic arenas that few enter. He 

played football at Oregon State University; was 

drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1967; played 

for the Detroit Lions and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers; 

and played in the 1972 Pro Bowl. Freitas was also 

inducted into the Hawai‘i Sports Hall of Fame and 

the Oregon State University Sports Hall of Fame. 

Freitas not only excelled in athletics, but also 

earned high prestige in other areas, especially 

within academia. He received his doctorate and 

master’s degrees in education from UH Manoa. 

Freitas is a former trustee of the Office of 

Hawaiian Affairs, former executive director of the 

Ke Ali‘i Pauahi Foundation and has held multiple 

leadership positions at Kamehameha Schools and 

within the University of Hawai‘i system. He was 

chancellor of Hawa‘i Community College for six 

years and became the chancellor at UH West O‘ahu 

in 2013.

Education changed Freitas’ life. “Education is a 

way…to climb the ladder of success and pursue 

good careers and be good leaders and examples to 

others. Education has the power to change lives,” 

the chancellor said in an email.

Freitas says that not much surprised him during 

his tenure at UH West O‘ahu, but wishes that 

he could have been part of introducing Division 

II athletics at the school. Although the timing is 

uncertain, Freitas said he does see the athletic 

program developing. “I encourage everyone to 

participate in our intramurals program!” he said.

Looking back on his storied career, Freitas 

said he was inspired by different people along 

the way. Among those he mentioned were his 

father, mother and sisters; Dr. Darwin Reese, his 

chemistry professor at Oregon State University; 

Chuck Knox, the offensive line coach for the 

Detroit Lions; and Dr. Doris Ching, currently UHWO 

interim vice chancellor for academic affairs, who 

sat on his doctoral committee at UH Manoa when 

he was working on his degree.

As chancellor at UH West O‘ahu, Freitas said he 

has appreciated the teamwork and the efforts of 

all that resulted in significant enrollment growth, 

continued accreditation by the Western Association 

of Schools and Colleges, ongoing funding from the 

state legislature and the additional $28.8 million 

to build the Allied Health/Administration building 

that will break ground in spring 2016. 

Freitas’ remarks to The Hoot were full of praise 

for others, and consistently deflected credit for 

himself. “It is all about the students and our 

team! Without the students, we wouldn’t have a 

University,” he said.

In his retirement, Freitas will enjoy a much 

simpler regimen: “I plan to spend time with my 

loved ones, go fishing and work out every day.”

BY STEPHANIE LAUNIU

F E A T U R E

UHWO CHANCELLOR 
ROCKNE FREITAS TO BID 
ALOHA
Former Football Pro, Educator Retires at End of Fall 2015
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     t’s time to grab your Hydro Flasks and put 

on those running shoes now that the University of 

Hawai’i — West O’ahu intramurals program is back 

in session. And there’s a new ref in charge.

Ryan Perreira, who considers himself “young 

enough to still do it” and “old enough to know 

better,” has tackled a new role as UH West Oahu’s 

very first intramurals sports coordinator. Perreira 

left his job as a counselor at Windward Community 

College to organize all UHWO intramural activities 

both on and off campus. 

“I felt that it was an opportunity for me to 

grow as an individual and it was a dream job to 

coordinate athletics at the college,” Perreira said. 

He also mentioned how excited he was to start 

BY ANGELICA BLANCAFLOR

I N T R A M U R A L S

RETURN WITH NEW FACES, ENERGY
Former Counselor Coordinates Campus Sports

something from nothing. UHWO is currently not 

able to take part in NCAA athletics, but Perreira 

said this is a good starting point.

The program promotes a variety of sports 

and physical activities including flag football, 

soccer, volleyball, tennis, pingpong, kickball and 

paddling. All semester long, students will be able 

to participate in Zumba every Tuesday, from 4 

to 5 p.m., at the loft located next to the student 

lounge. Perreira also encourages students to get 

involved in Free Play Wednesdays from 3 to 7 p.m., 

where games are chosen randomly. 

The ImWest intramural sports will also competing 

against neighboring colleges such as LCC, WCC and 

KCC. This month, the schools will challenge each 

other in flag football, volleyball and even in the 

famous Harry Potter game called “Quidditch.” Keep 

in mind that a minimum GPA of 2.0 is required to 

participate in any of the activities, Perreira said. 

Students must also be enrolled in at least one 

credit at UHWO. 

Perreira says his main goal is “to get the 

students interested in health and fitness by 

participating.” You not only improve your physical 

health, but your mental abilities as well, he added. 

According to Perreira, participants learn skills they 

don’t necessarily learn from the classroom such as 

strategy, teamwork and competitiveness. “Staying 

active will also prevent you from getting sick so 

you should be able to miss class,” he said. 

Freshmen Braedon Alferez and Chazari Edwards 

couldn’t agree more. The intramural student 

assistants explained the endless benefits students 

could take away from this program. By participating, 

you learn leadership and communication skills in 

order to win as a team, said Edwards. “Along the 

way, you make new friends and eventually build a 

support group. Most importantly, as a student you 

also learn to balance your academics with sports,” 

Alferez added.

Perreira expressed how at the college level, 

parents are not here to guide you by hand and 

therefore, students need to be responsible by 

taking their academics seriously. “It’s student 

athlete not athlete student, so students come 

first,” he emphasized.

Students are encouraged to e-mail imwest@

hawaii.edu or Ryan Perreira at rperreir@hawaii.

edu if you are interested in participating or want to 

know more about the intramural sports program. 

I
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There’s a small sign above head on the 
first floor of the Campus Center building that 
reads “Café.” Peek inside and you’ll find a few 
amenities: stacked chairs, unused tables, a 
blank counter and a vacant kitchen.

Two members of the Associated Students of 
University of Hawai’i — West O‘ahu, ASUHWO, 
Secretary Joyleanne Santos and Treasurer Shane 
Nishimura, saw the coffee demand brewing and 
wanted to address the need.

Austin 
On 

Campus

NEW COLUMN

COFFEE 
DEMAND 
BREWING 
ON 
CAMPUS
Students and 
Staff Long for a 
Cart or Cafe

BY AUSTIN WANDASAN

One year ago, Santos and Nishimura attempted 
to do something about the coffee conundrum. 
They found out that the fate of the café was up 
to UHWO’s administration.

Turns out plans call for that space to be 
wrapped into the $10 million Ka Piko project, 
which will include a health and wellness center. 

So student government members tried to 
secure a temporary coffee cart by finding an 
eco-friendly vendor. If successful, they would 
then need to present a business plan to UHWO’s 
Facilities, which would help guide operations.

But Santos said that there was no reply from 
any vendors that were willing to serve as our 
on-campus café. The search for one continues.

The demand for a coffee shop hasn’t died 
down. In a random sampling last month of 
students and staff, almost all said they would 
support one.

Melissa, a tutor at the No‘eau Center, said, 
“Every student I’ve talked to loves coffee, but 
they don’t want to go through the hassle of 
making it.” Students are often seen carrying 
Starbucks and Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf 
beverages as they walk to class.

Vending machines on campus sell chilled 
coffee drinks, UHWO’s food vendor, Da Spot, has 
a coffee dispenser and Keurigs can be found in 
the No‘eau Center and Student Lounge.

But these alternatives cannot compare to a 
fresh-brewed Pumpkin Spice Latte or other 
customized beverages made by popular 
vendors. UH Manoa has a Starbucks, Leeward 
Community College has a Kimo Bean and 
Kapi‘olani Community College has Coffee 
Corner. “Why don’t we have one?” exclaimed 
Torie, a student having lunch in the cafeteria.

According to The National Center for Education 
Statistics, UHWO’s enrollment was 2,661 in fall 
2014. That same semester, UH Manoa had 
19,507 students keeping its Starbucks open for 
business.

There may be high demand for a café, but 
there are just not enough customers.

Donna, a UHWO staff member,  thinks a café 
can do more than serve drinks,. “I like the vibe 
and atmosphere of a Starbucks. It would be a 
good place to study.” Adam, another student 
in the cafeteria, pointed out that “it could 
provide job opportunities and be a good social 
environment.”

Whether a café or a cart, it’s better latte than 
never.

*

*
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    f you’re taking an online course this semester, you’re certainly not alone. The University of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu has effectively 
used its enrollment strategies to reach out to students through its Distance Education efforts. 

BY STEPHANIE LAUNIU

I

The Educational Effectiveness Review, 
released in March, said that in the spring 
2015 semester, 60 percent of the student body 
enrolled in at least one online class. During 
the fall 2014 semester, one-fourth of UHWO’s 
student population took all of their courses 
online without ever stepping foot on campus. 

Although it’s still too early to know what 
the distance education statistics are for this 
semester, it’s likely that the upward trend will 
continue.

The EER report also said that UH West O‘ahu 
needs to improve its distance education strategic 
plan to align delivery with enrollment priorities 
for its growing student body. Dr. Doris Ching, 
Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, 
oversees distance learning for the university. 
“UH West O‘ahu will continue its commitment 
to education in all formats” Ching said, noting 
“online courses are often important to students 
who are juggling school, family and work.”

UH West O‘ahu offers three baccalaureate 
degree programs with 10 concentrations. 
Students can also earn a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Business Administration, Public 
Administration or Social Sciences through a 
combination of courses given online and with 
UH’s interactive television, or HITS, system.

Students can also earn three certificates 
completely through distance education: 
Substance Abuse and Addiction; Health Care 
Administration; and Disaster Preparedness and 
Emergency Management.

There are more than 100 UH West O‘ahu faculty 
members that teach courses using information 

technology that includes in-person, online and 
hybrid and interactive television. Most of those 
faculty members use Laulima, the university’s 
online course management tool that allows 
instructors to enhance their classes with online 
resources.

Associate Professor Amy Nishimura has taught 
her English 257C class, Hip Hop Literature, 
entirely online. Nishimura had a total of 24 
enrolled students last semester. Students 
watched hip-hop and related cultural videos 
and read from assigned textbooks. Homework 
assignments included weekly online posts and 
students wrote academic papers that answered 
thought-provoking questions.

While teaching an online class on Gender and 
Sexuality during the fall of 2014, Nishimura 
found that courses involving creativity seem 
to work well in an online setting. “The benefit 
to students is that it fits in with their lifestyle. 
They can view the videos and do the readings 
whenever it works for them” Nishimura said.

Nishimura missed the “metaphysical” aspect 
that is lacking when teaching a course to people 
she never meets. “ I learn a lot from students. 
Teaching is never a one-way street.”

Kanani K., a Hawaii Pacific Studies major, has 
taken online courses at Leeward Community 
College and UH West O‘ahu. As a resident of 
Wai‘anae, she can sometimes spend an hour in 
traffic driving to and from Kapolei. She dreads 
the commute ever since the air conditioning in 
her car broke this past summer. “It’s so much 
easier for me, and the credits I get are the same 
as if I went to a class in person,” she said.

When Kanani was getting her general 
education requirements, she preferred taking 
classes like World History and Political Science 
online. Now that she’s taking core classes for 
her major, she likes the in-person classes. 

“You can’t take a Hawaiian mythology or O‘lelo 
Hawai‘i class online and get the real meaning 
of anything. And then of course…there’s hula,” 
she said.

UHWO REPORTS SURGE 
IN DISTANCE EDUCATION
Online Classes Essential Option for Busy Students
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     uition and books were pricey, so finding affordable clothes and big discounts are at the top of the priority list. Waikele Premium Outlets is an 
easy go-to and only about a five to ten minute drive from University of Hawai’i — West O’ahu. 

Waikele Premium Outlets opened a new store in August — Vera Bradley. Vera Bradley sells quilted handbags and accessories with unique designs 
that show a lot of personality. Their bags average $80 and the designer offers a wide variety of collections. If abstract designs aren’t your cup of tea, 
Vera Bradley also sells solid-colored leather goods that go well with any outfit.

October Fashion Trends
BY MICHAEL O’MEALLY

T

Aloha UHWO students!
As the Associated Students of the University 

of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu (ASUHWO), we are 
the student government here on campus. As a 
student government, we strive to encourage the 
participation of you all, our student body, in not 
just campus life, but within the organization 
itself. 

We currently have several opportunities for 
students to get involved. One of which is our 
general Senate meetings in which you are able 
to speak during the open forum portion and 
voice your concerns or ideas. These general 
Senate meetings take place every first and third 
Thursdays in room E109 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We encourage you to be voice your opinions, 
issues and suggestions during constituency 
meetings or by visiting us during our Monday-
Friday office hours. Information concerning 

these meetings and office hours can be found 
on our website http://www.asuhwo.com/ or you 
can find other information on our social media 
pages (IG: asuhwo & FB: fb.com/asuhwo). The 
importance of these meetings is immeasurable 
because of the infinite possibilities that may 
arise with each student voicing individual 
concerns and/or recommendations.

Another great way for you to get involved is 
by becoming a participant in one of our many 
committees. Committees allow students to 
input ideas on certain topics that may influence 
how issues are handled on campus and in the 
organization itself. 

We as an organization value your concerns 

and ideas and only seek to be better advocates 
for you and through you. Please contact a 
Senate member for further information on our 
different committees. 

Active participation helps us, as student 
advocates, come to a better consensus of 
student opinion. Our role on campus cannot be 
fulfilled without the input of students. 

Here’s to a productive school year!

ASUHWO

A MESSAGE 
FROM ASUHWO

The fall season brings out the denim that’s been in our closets from May to July. Girls, whowhatwear.com has reported that straight-leg jeans are making a comeback to create a cute-put-together-simple look. However, don’t throw out your skinnies just yet, they won’t be leaving the trend any time soon. 

Plaid is taking a big step 

into the spotlight this 

time around, probably 

because it looks great 

with denim. It’s been 

placed in a handful of ads 

in GQ Magazine’s August 

and September  issue. 

Striped and checkered 

plaid are emphasized in 

wovens and coats and 

can be bought at stores 

such as Polo Ralph 

Lauren and Levi’s – both 

located in Waikele outlet 

stores. An unbuttoned 

plaid woven looks great 

over a plain T-shirt and 

under a denim jacket.

Sweaters are in, once 

again. Solid or striped 

works well with any look 

that you are going for. 

The destination for your 

outerwear this season 

has to be surfer Kelly 

Slater’s new outdoor 

m e n s w e a r i i b r a n d , 

Outerknown. Outerknown 

has multiple styles of not 

only sweaters, but also 

plaid wovens, jackets and 

everything fall-esque.
*photo credit: topshop

FASHION TRENDS:
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UHWO CAMPUS EVENTS
*Photos provided by Student Life - Mellissa Lochman
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Library Coffee Hour: EVERY Monday 12:30-2:00

Stop by the library on Monday afternoons between 12:30 and 2 p.m. 
for FREE coffee, tea, and light refreshments.  We’ll be hosting the 
coffee hour each week through Nov.30. 

And after the coffee hour, you can head upstairs to the Library 
Computer lab for one of our workshops…

Research and Writing Workshops

This semester we will be hosting a series of workshops with tips 
and tricks for academic research.  These workshops will be every 
Monday at 2 p.m. in the Library Computer Lab.  The workshop topics 
for October will be: 

• 10/I5/15 AND  10/26/15 -- Incorporating Sources into Research 
Papers 

      (Paraphrasing, Quoting, Summarizing, and Citation Styles)
In this workshop, you will learn specific techniques for 
incorporating sources into your academic research papers, 
including paraphrasing, summarizing, and quoting. We will 
also demonstrate the use of EndNote, a citation management 
tool, and we will discuss various citation styles and resources 
available for citation help. 

• 10/12/15 Reading and Writing Scholarly Essays (with Dr. Carmen 
Nolte, Assistant Professor of English)
In this workshop, you will learn specific reading strategies 
that will help you to better understand and evaluate scholarly 
articles, allowing you to summarize, paraphrase, and quote from 
these sources. You will also learn various search techniques for 
locating scholarly articles in library databases.  

• 10/19/15 Choosing a Research Topic
In this workshop, you will learn how to develop an idea for 
a research topic into a specific research question.  We will 
discuss techniques for narrowing or broadening a topic, ways 
to develop keywords, and strategies for using those keywords 
to find relevant resources in UHWO Library Databases.

Native Voices Exhibit

The Native Voices: Native Peoples’ Concepts of Health and Illness 
exhibit, on loan to us from the National Library of Medicine, is 
displayed on the 2nd floor of the library, next to the computer lab.

This exhibition consists of panels and multimedia that explore the 
diverse perspectives of Native Hawaiians, Native Americans, and 
Alaska Natives on issues of health and wellness.  

Group Study Room Policy changes

Due to our growing campus, two of our group study rooms have been 
temporarily converted to faculty offices, so only B-231 is available for 
student use.  

Because of this, we have temporarily revised our group study room 
policy. Study rooms may now be checked out for groups of 3-6 UHWO 
or HITC students for a period of two hours

We truly apologize for any inconvenience and we are expecting to 
have these two group study rooms returned to us by the end of 
October. Thank you for your understanding. If you’d like to leave a 
comment or suggestion, please feel free to do so at the Circulation 
Desk.  

*

*
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“Play Battlefield and pass out candy.”

—Haylie Culp , Secondary Educaiton

“Just study.”

—Shane Nishimura, English

“Trick-or-treat with siblings.”

—Brittany Taulung, Gen Ed.

“My plans are to play Cards Against 
Humanity and summon spirits. It’s not 
a Halloween party unless someone 
disappears.”

—Rashad Hicks, Business

“I wanna be Superman and spend time 
with my Superwoman: my mom.”

—Marvin Rivera , Accounting

“Take my little brother trick-or-treating 
and walk around Waikiki as safari Taylor 
Swift from the Wildest Dreams music 
video.”

—Adrienne Unpingco , English

“Dress up as the Evil Queen from Once 
Upon a Time because she’s my favorite 
character on the show.”

—Angelique Manglallan , Sociology

CAMPUS
   VOICES

What are your plans for Halloween?
Compiled By Austin Wandasan




