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 Here we are at the final stretch of the fall 2015 

semester! There’s no substitute for that euphoric high 

of walking out of class after your last exam. The only 

downfall is the agonizing feeling of waiting for your 

grades to be posted the following week. 

 For some of you, this will be your last semester at 

UHWO. Congratulations! The years fly by when you’re 

having fun, doesn’t it? College graduation is a huge 

milestone. Good luck in the future and, again, congrats!

 This December, not only are we rejoicing the end of 

the semester, we also get to enjoy the holiday season. 

We get to spend time with family and friends and give 

gifts to appreciate each other.

 One of my favorite things to do during this season is 

decorating the house with my mom. As the Christmas 

music plays in the background, we rummage through 

the closet looking for our old decorations. We’ve made 

it routine to always buy new trinkets for the house, 

one for the inside and one for the outside. 

 Our pets also like this time of the year. As we take 

the ornaments out of bags and containers, my cats 

mill through the house jumping through tissue paper 

and play hide and seek with each other. Outside, my 

dog runs around as I hang the lights around the house. 

And then dusk arrives and the lights switch on and 

make the house glimmer. That’s when the holiday 

season officially begins at my house.

 There’s so much going on during this time of year 

and it usually goes by quickly. But we shouldn’t forget 

the true meaning of the season: to give. Not only give 

to close friends and family, but we should also give 

to those who aren’t able. Every year we should try 

to give charitably. For example, I give to the Angel 

Tree, which serves children and family members in 

need. At local malls, they have wish lists hanging on 

trees from children asking for an array of things. Toys, 

stuffed animals, cooking supplies and even something 

as simple as a blanket. It’s a great reminder that we 

take a lot of the things we have for granted and I 

encourage everyone to donate something to charity — 

or volunteer your time.

 What did you do during the holiday break? What is 

your New Year’s Resolution? Let The Hoot know! Submit 

a Letter to the Editor (250 words) to uhwohoot@gmail.

com. Your letter could be published in our January 

issue.

Have a great holiday season, see you next semester!

EDITOR’S NOTE
MICHAEL O’MEALLY

CONTENTS
2  Editor’s note 

3  Get an Early Start on Scholarships

4  Feature: UHWO Reaches Out to Create University District

5  West O‘ahu Campus Proposes Two New Tobacco Policies

5 CHANCELLOR FREITAS’ Final Letter to the Students

6  UH Regents Approve Ching as Interim Chancellor

7  Students, Faculty Drill on Active Shooter Response  

8 A Message from ASUHWO 

9 Movie Review: Pan

9 Holiday Grinds

10 Austin On Campus: SPEAK UP!

10 Library: Upcoming Events & December Workshops  

11 Campus Voices: “What was the highlight of your 2015?” 

12 Fall Fest 2015



                     THE HOOT     November 2015 | 3

CONTACT FINANCIAL AID

 (808) 689-2900 or

 Toll-free: 1-866-299-8656

 (808) 689-2901

 uhwo.finaid@hawaii.edu

 

UH West O‘ahu

Student Services Office

91-1001 Farrington Hwy, C141

Kapolei, HI 96707

FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid

https://fafsa.ed.gov/

UH West O‘ahu Scholarship Bulletin Board 

scholarship announcements and due dates

https://laulima.hawaii.edu/access/content/

group/a8b6ccbc-eb8b-4039-99e7-f27c584e0cfe/

Financial%20Aid%20Forms/scholarships/

Scholarships.pdf

UH West O‘ahu Scholarships

http://www.uhwo.hawaii.edu/admissions/

financial-aid/scholarships/

University of Hawai‘i System Common Scholarship 

Application

The 2016-2017 scholarship application will open 

on Dec. 1, 2015. Due date March 1, 2016.

1. Fill out just one application for all 

scholarships offered within the UH System.

2. Eligibility info: https://www.hawaii.edu/

finaid/scholarships/system/requirements.

html

Online application form: 

https://uhsys.scholarships.ngwebsolutions.

com/CMXAdmin/Cmx_Content.aspx?cpId=624

S T U D E N T  L I F E

EVENTS
Nov. 30-3: Cram Jam (Student Life)

1-3: Let it go, Let it snow (SAFB)

DECEMBER

Scholarship Information 

The best thing about college scholarships 
is that they don’t have to be repaid — which 
makes them an excellent way to pay for 
college.          
The average full-time student at the 

University of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu needs 
about $8,400 per year to pay for tuition, 
books and supplies, according to The College 
Board, a nonprofit that collects statistics 
on the cost and quality of education at 
6,000-plus higher education institutions 
worldwide.
The average financial aid package for 

students who can prove financial need at 
UHWO is $2,931 per year, which is usually 
a combination of a federal Pell grant and 
scholarships, The College Board found.
Marie Cardenas, a UHWO junior majoring 

in business, has managed to keep herself 
debt-free in paying for school. “I’ll keep 
my fingers crossed. I start early each year 
as soon as I get my W-2 from my part-time 
job. Then I do my FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid). I have gotten Pell 
grants each year so far. I couldn’t have gone 
to school without them,” Cardenas said. “I 
also applied for the UH Common Application 
and was surprised to get a $500 scholarship 
this past year. Every little bit helps. I haven’t 
had to take out a student loan yet. If I go on 
for my master’s I might need to.”
There are thousands of scholarships offered 

by nonprofit organizations, businesses, 
foundations and government agencies.
 Being organized, having a plan, and 

starting early on the application process can 
help to make the search for scholarships 
easier.
Adventures in Education, a nonprofit, 

has a public service website (www.aie.org) 
dedicated to helping students navigate their 
journey through higher education. 
Its tips for simplifying the scholarship 

application process include:
• Get organized. Dedicate a place to keep 

all scholarship information together. It 
can be a box, file folder or binder to 
hold copies of applications submitted 
by mail or online.

• Have a photo of yourself. Some 
applications may require your photo. 
A good headshot is adequate.

• Update your academic resume which 
should include your major, clubs and 
extracurricular activities, volunteer 
work and any honors or awards you 
have received.

• Get at least three letters of 
recommendation from professors, 
counselors or community leaders. 
Avoid asking family members, friends 
or fellow students. Ask early for these 
letters to allow enough time to get a 
response to your request.

• Get your transcripts. Keep a copy of 
your transcripts to send along with 
applications when requested. If an 
official transcript is requested, the 
Admissions Office can provide one.

• Write a general essay or personal 
statement, then customize it for 
individual applications and tailor it to 
the scholarship’s purpose or mission. 
A 500-word essay on your goals, 
achievements and financial need can 
be customized and will save lots of 
writing time.

• Set up a dedicated email address and 
be sure to check it regularly. This can 
help having important scholarship 
announcements going to a spam 
folder or getting lost in your UH inbox. 
Keep the email address simple and 
businesslike so that it will represent 
you well.

• Track scholarship due dates on a 
calendar or spreadsheet.

• Submit applications exactly as 
requested. Don’t miss deadlines. 
Include all of the documents requested 
and follow application directions 
carefully.

• Keep a copy of everything submitted. 
Send paper applications with delivery 
confirmation so that you have proof of 
when the application was mailed and 
delivered.

BY STEPHANIE LAUNIU

GET AN EARLY START ON 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Organized Approach Pays Off for Students
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University of Hawai`i – West O‘ahu is reviewing seven 

applications from developers vying to build on the campus’ 168 

acres of land adjoining the university.

The project will give UHWO the opportunity to explore the 

different ways the school can utilize the land in the University 

District, which runs east of the campus. Possible amenities 

in this development include market rate student and faculty 

housing, senior and affordable housing; recreational and sports 

facilities; schools, parks and child care facilities; and other 

uses, UH officials said.

UHWO would lease the land to a developer to generate income. 

According to UH, the money generated from the development 

would help fund future campus facilities and additions to the 

school’s academic programs.

The Request for Qualifications from developers were due Nov. 5 

and seven applications were submitted. Kathy Wong-Nakamura, 

UHWO Interim Vice Chancellor for Administration, said the 

next steps for development include reviewing all proposals 

and selecting a shortlist of three vendors, assuming they all 

meet the requirements. The university will issue a Request for 

Proposal to the chosen vendors, who must respond within eight 

weeks after December 2015.

Kanani Wond, a Makakilo-Kapolei-Honokai Hale Neighborhood 

Board member, hopes that UH West O‘ahu officials would come 

before the neighborhood board and inform the community of 

their plan. Any development around campus should focus on 

“the interests and activities of students of the university and 

(the) local community,” she said.

Minji C., a UHWO sophomore said, “The subject of expansion 

sounds cool, but not specifically for housing. We need more 

classrooms and classes so that registering for classes isn’t such 

a hassle for students that are consistently being waitlisted for 

the courses that they are required to take.” She adds, “I think 

what makes UHWO different is how peaceful and remote it is.”  

Kioni Dudley, vice chair of the neighborhood board and 

president of the Friends of Makakilo, believes that students 

appreciate the campus’ remoteness. “Isn’t that really what the 

university is all about – providing the quiet milieu to develop 

the mind?” he said.

“...There is hope for saving O‘ahu from ‘HongKongalization,’ 

and for keeping this area pristine” Dudley said.          

BY ERICA KRISTINA CARLOS

UHWO REACHES OUT TO 
CREATE UNIVERSITY DISTRICT

F E A T U R E

Housing and Recreational Facilities Among Possibilities
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The University of Hawai‘i — West O‘ahu’s Tobacco Policy Task 
Group has proposed two new policies regarding on-campus 
tobacco use; having a smoke-free campus or on-campus 
designated smoking areas.
The two drafts were released in August for review and feedback 

from students, faculty and staff. Under the Smoke Free Policy, 
the campus would have zero tolerance for smoking any type of 
tobacco product or other plant material which includes, but is 
not limited to, chewing tobacco, cigarettes, e-cigarettes, cigars, 
pipes, snuff, smoking tobacco and smokeless tobacco. 
Both the Smoke Free Policy and the Designated Smoking Areas 

Policy states that the school must provide students and faculty 
tobacco use prevention and education programs to encourage 
cessation for current smokers. Marketing tobacco products and 
their use will also be prohibited on campus. 
“One of the most important parts of both proposed policies 

is prevention education and support for cessation” said Julie 
Yuen, UHWO’s Public Information Officer.
In the spring, a survey by the Associated Students of the UHWO 

found students favored designated smoking areas. Faculty 
members voted in favor of a tobacco-free campus.
UHWO currently abides by state law, which prohibits smoking 

in various enclosed and partially enclosed areas such as 
classrooms and hallways, Yuen said. It also prohibits smoking 
within 20 feet of building entrances and exits, within 20 feet 
of windows that open and ventilation intakes that serve an 
enclosed or partially enclosed area and within 50 feet of 
designated pick-up and drop-off points for campus and public 
bus transportation.
The proposed Designated Smoking Areas Policy is closely 

related to the state law. If selected, the university will create 
signs stating whether the area is a designated smoking area. If 
the policy is implemented, the school will then build receptacles 
where cigarette butts can be disposed to avoid cigarette debris. 
According to state law, violators of both policies face fines of 
up to $50.
One of the proposed designated smoking areas is behind the 

Student Services and Administration building, near the sidewalk 
leading to the parking lot.
Kylie Alabanza, a junior at UHWO, said, “I think there should be 

a designated area for smoking on campus. Even though it’s an 
unhealthy habit, I don’t think it’s fair to not have a designated 
smoking area and completely ban smoking on campus.”
According to Yuen, “Once the Tobacco Policy Task Group 

compiles all of the feedback, [they] will present it to the 
Chancellor for a determination on whether the campus will be 
smoke free or have designated smoking areas.”
The full version of both policies are available at UHWO’s school 

website under the University Policies section. Students, faculty 
and staff can provide feedback on the proposed policies under 
the same section.

http://www.uhwo.hawaii.edu/about-us/university-policies/tobaccopolicy/

BY MICHAEL O’MEALLY

WEST O‘AHU CAMPUS PROPOSES 
TWO NEW TOBACCO POLICIES
Task Force Solicits Input on Full Ban or 
Designated Smoking Areas

Education has the 
power to change lives. 
It may seem like 

those words come easy 
for me as a part of my 
job as your chancellor.
I didn’t start off with 

that as my mantra. My 
first love was football, 
which allowed me 
to get a scholarship 
to go to college, and 
it provided me with 
my first job — playing 
football in the NFL for 
12 years. But I retired 
from football at age 33 

and it was my college education that really allowed me to make 
an impact on the lives of others.
It took a lot of “encouragement” from my mom, Ellen 

Kekalokeaokekaulike (Kane) Freitas, for me to finally realize how 
important an education is. She told me every day that I needed 
to focus on my education — even when I was playing in the NFL 
and earning three All-Pro awards!
She was right. Education opens doors.
I say it over and over again, because it is true: Education has 

the power to change lives. It allowed me to fulfill my sense of 
obligation to make a difference in the lives of Native Hawaiians 
and other underserved populations. Like me, they can convert 
hard work into success at all levels.
Take the education that you are receiving here at UH West Oahu 

and use it to change your life.

It changed mine.

Mahalo Nui,

Chancellor Rockne Freitas

F I N A L  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  S T U D E N T S
C H A N C E L L O R  F R E I T A S ’

WANT TO WRITE
FOR THE HOOT?

Inquiries
uhwohoot@gmail.com
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The University of Hawai‘i Board of Regents 
approved Dr. Doris Ching as University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu interim chancellor 
effective Jan. 1. 
The board confirmed Ching as interim 

chancellor in a unanimous decision during 
the Regents meeting on Nov. 19 held 
at Windward Community College. She 
replaces Chancellor Rockne Freitas, who is 
retiring at the end of the year.
Ching is an emeritus vice president for 

student affairs for the University of Hawai‘i 
System. She began her career as an assistant 
and associate professor of education at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. She served 
in various executive roles at the University 
of Hawai‘i, including the associate dean 
of education, assistant to the president 
of the UH System and the vice president 

for student affairs for UH Manoa and the 
UH System. She is currently UH West O‘ahu 
interim vice chancellor for academic affairs 
and served on UH West O‘ahu’s Strategic 
Planning Committee, helping facilitate 
and coordinate the University’s updated 
Strategic Plan, Na Kakou E Ho‘omalama. 
Ching will become interim chancellor at 
UH West O‘ahu following Chancellor Rockne 
Freitas’ retirement on Dec. 31.
“When I recently spent a day at UH 

West O‘ahu I asked students, faculty, 
administrators and community supporters 
if they had recommendations for an interim 
chancellor,” said UH System PresidentDavid 
Lassner. Each and every group I talked 
with enthusiastically supported Dr. Doris 
Ching for the position. I have known and 
worked with Doris for decades and I am 
exceedingly grateful that she is willing to 
take on one more important role to serve 
UH.”
“Dr. Doris Ching has been an incredible 

asset to the students, faculty and staff 
at UH West O‘ahu and in her previous 
positions working at UH,” Freitas said. “She 
comes to the chancellor position with a 
wealth of experience in higher education in 
both student affairs and academic affairs. 
Her dedication to creating a student-
centered environment at the University 

is unmatched, and she continues to bring 
together all students, faculty and staff in 
support of this worthy goal.”
As UH West O‘ahu interim chancellor, Ching 

will oversee all aspects of the University 
including academic affairs, administration 
and student affairs.
“UH West O‘ahu is a very special campus 

with an educational mission so vital to its 
surrounding community and the entire 
state,” Ching said. “I am honored to work 
with faculty, staff and students who care 
about the growth of the campus. Though, 
in many ways, I could never fill the shoes 
of Dr. Rockne Freitas, I intend to continue 
his unwavering commitment and traditions 
he established to provide high quality 
education that will make the UH System, 
the community and our students thrive, 
succeed and be proud to be associated 
with this university that cares deeply about 
all students and their families.”
Ching earned her bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees in secondary education at the 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, and 
her Ed.D. with a focus in educational 
administration and supervision from 
Arizona State University.

UH REGENTS APPROVE CHING 
AS INTERIM CHANCELLOR
STORY BY UH NEWS

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!
FROM 
THE HOOT
STAFF!
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It started with a UH Alert, then the 
sound of shots fired. Some students 
hunkered down in rooms while others 
made their way to safe zones outside the 
main campus grounds. Dozens of first 
responders converged on the University of 
Hawai‘i – West Oahu.
That was the scene on Nov. 13 during an 

active shooter drill, which lasted more than 
20 minutes. The alert was posted at exactly 
10 a.m. and warned: “UH West Oahu and 
Honolulu Police Department active shooter 
drill in progress. Practice emergency 
lockdown procedures. This is only a drill.”
Safe zones were set up near the entrance 

to campus, the student parking lot walkway 
and outside D building. HPD officers 
surrounded the area, and fire trucks and 
an ambulance were brought in.
“We heard the shots in the beginning. 

We heard the first shot so we ran into 
the room (second-floor kitchen in campus 
center) and blocked it up. We turned off the 
lights,” said Dostyn Kama, 19, a student. 

Tavia Oshiro, UHWO Environmental Health 
and Safety Officer, said the drill went well 
overall and is awaiting feedback to an 
online survey sent to the participants. 
“The drill scenario provided the campus 

with a sense of what an active threat 
could be like,” Oshiro said. The feedback, 
she added, will help “better identify 
gaps in resources and where we need 
improvement.”
The drill followed a series of active-

threat trainings held on campus in early 
November.
“We will continue to conduct a variety 

of emergency drills on an annual basis 
as we recognize the value of practice 
and evaluation,” Oshiro said, adding that 
trainings will be provided on a regular 
basis.
The first active-threat training session 

was presented by the HPD for faculty and 
staff, with 51 in attendance, Oshiro said. 
The other four sessions were open to 
faculty, staff and students and, of the 174 

who participated, 62 were students, she 
said.
Kaiulani Akamine, a No’eau Center 

testing coordinator, said the drill was 
a “great proactive step in ensuring our 
campus’ safety.” Akamine said she fielded 
a complaint when a student wasn’t able to 
schedule a tutoring appointment because 
of the drill. “The importance of keeping 
people safe—the value of keeping people 
safe—overrides the complaint that it was 
inconvenient,” Akamine said. 
After the drill, Val Fletes, a UHWO student 

and a 20-year U.S. Army veteran, offered 
this advice: “First identify, assess and then 
react. React should not be the first thing 
because the shooter is not reactive; he 
already has a plan.”
Fletes said he commends the university 

for taking steps to do active-shooter 
training, and adds,“I think this type of 
training should happen the first week of 
school.”

STUDENTS, FACULTY DRILL ON 
ACTIVE SHOOTER RESPONSE
BY SHANE NISHIMURA AND STEPHANIE LAUNIU
First Responders Assist in Campus Lockdown

• The Department of Homeland Security 

promotes the “Run, Hide, Fight” 

reaction to an active shooter scenario. 

Run away if you can. If you can’t run, 

then hide. If you can’t hide, then fight 

the best you can.

• Run from the shooter in a zig zag 

pattern, combined with dropping and 

rolling if you can.

• Plan ahead on where and how you 

would hide if an active shooter incident 

happened at school or any other public 

place.

• If you are in class, try to lock yourself 

in the room. Not all doors lock from the 

inside. Try to keep people calm and 

quiet. Silence your cell phones. Call 911 

right away. Tell the operator “There is 

a shooter” and where you are in the 

building. 

• There are no landline phones in the 

classrooms. HPD can respond within 

2 to 4 minutes.  One officer needs at 

least three backup officers to arrive on 

the scene before they will enter the 

building.

• If you fight back, improvise by using 

anything you see as a weapon—fire 

extinguishers, scissors, computers, 

throw things, yell, make noise.

Safety Tips
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Aloha All,

 

The Associated Students of the University 

of Hawai’i – West O’ahu has had a busy 

year. We said goodbye to three valued 

members of our senate: Micah Gowen, 

Sara Perry and Shane Nishimura. Micah has 

taken a job in Germany; Sara is preparing 

to enter law school at Richardson; and 

Shane is pursuing his Ph.D. in English 

abroad. Though we are very proud to have 

worked with them, we miss them dearly.   

ASUHWO started the year off with working 

diligently to participate in the Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 

accreditation process as well as handling 

day-to-day problems students came to 

us with. With the help of Vice Chancellor 

of Student Affairs Judy Oliveira, ASUHWO 

was able to be the voice on the campus 

committees that govern how student fees 

are spent and we look forward to seeing the 

students benefit from those committees.

ASUHWO was able to serve as the voice 

of the students for the hiring committees 

for the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs, 

the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs and 

the Associate Vice Chancellor of Academic 

Affairs. We are very happy with the 

individuals hired for those positions. We 

assure you, UHWO is in good hands. 

ASUHWO met with veterans on campus 

to address the issues they were having in 

making the transition from the military to 

college life. As a result, ASUHWO formed 

the Veterans committee to come up with 

solutions. Thanks to our administration, 

those issues are being addressed and work 

is in progress to obtain a Vet Center as our 

sister campuses have.

We have been working on different 

initiatives as well. Students should look 

forward to a bus shelter being built in 

spring to keep our students dry while 

waiting on the bus. The ASUHWO lending 

library is now in full swing. It is a textbook 

lending program designed so that students 

can check out textbooks from the library 

for a two-hour period. ASUHWO will be 

expanding the collection this spring.   

ASUHWO’s webpage now has been 

constantly updated and has our Facebook 

and Instagram pages to keep students 

informed as to how we are serving our 

students. The webpage now has a tab to 

inform students about companies that 

provide free services to students and what 

those services are.

Our president now has monthly video 

addresses to the student body to keep you 

updated as to current issues and changes 

on campus. You can view the videos on our 

website, www.asuhwo.com.

In spring 2016, you can look forward to 

a new co-curricular transcript program. 

This will offer students the ability to track 

their involvement in leadership roles, club 

involvement, career services, events, guest 

lectures, conferences and cooperative 

work experience. These transcripts will 

be an official transcript from the campus, 

available upon request, for employment 

and graduate school applications. It will 

showcase all the hard work our students’ 

do on campus outside the classroom. 

We also have a new social media contest 

going on called ‘West O‘ahu Wednesdays.’ 

Every first Wednesday of the month, 

ASUHWO will post a goal on our Instagram 

and if UHWO students follow ASUHWO and 

post the completed the goal, they will be 

entered into a raffle in which three winners 

will be chosen at the end of the month to 

receive a prize. More information can be 

found on our website.

Remember, ASUHWO wants to hear from 

you. Please come to our meetings, visit our 

office, stop us on campus or email us with  

your questions or concerns. We are your 

advocates, and we are here to help you. If 

you want to get involved, we are looking 

for a Treasurer, Sophomore Senator and 

Student Caucus Ambassador. Thank you to 

all of you students who came to us this 

year and lent a helping hand.

 

Hope your winter break is a hoot!

                

                 www.asuhwo.com

                Facebook: ASUHWO 

               Instagram: asuhwo

ASUHWO

A MESSAGE 
FROM ASUHWO

ADVERTISE
HERE

Advertising Inquiries
Businesses/Organizations

uhwohoot@gmail.com

Student Clubs/Organizations
uhwohoot@gmail.com
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BY JESICA YEE

The enchanting story of the popular Disney movie Peter 

Pan has entered the modern age of cinema with a twist. 

Unlike the 1953 classic, Peter, played by Levi Miller, is 

on a quest along with James Hook (formally known as 

the villain Captain Hook), played by Garrett Hedlund, and 

Tiger Lily, played by Rooney Mara, to save Neverland and 

find Peter’s mother.

Pan, directed by Joe Wright, begins with Peter at the 

doorstep of an orphanage with a note tucked under him 

from his mother saying that they will meet again — if not 

in this world, then in another. Thus, it became Peter’s life 

mission is to find his mother. His journey begins one night 

at the orphanage when the pirates, the servants of the 

gluttonous Black Beard, spring out from the ceiling and 

take the young orphan boys to Neverland. That’s when 

Peter discovers his prophecy as the boy who can fly.

Peter is dubious of this prophecy because it would 

mean that he is the savior to the fairy people since he 

was born half fairy and half mortal.

Reminiscent themes of the original Peter Pan begin to 

appear when the symbolic pirate ship flies into the sky. 

All the beloved characters start to assemble the nostalgic 

fairy tale from the first to the last friend that will help 

Peter complete his mission. 

According to The Hollywood Reporter, Pan was released 

on Oct. 9 and cost $150 million to produce. Box Office 

Mojo stated that as of Nov. 17, Pan made a gross profit 

of $33,649,040. In addition, IMDb stated that Pan made 

$15,315,435 by its opening weekend alone.

The outstanding graphics, choreography and sound 

effects move the audience to feel as if you are part of the 

movie. The costumes are to par and worn to demonstrate 

an obvious segregation between the fairies and pirates. 

The fairies wear hopeful, wishful pastel colors whereas 

the pirates have an edgier, rougher touch. 

As visually appealing as the film is along with a splice of 

a childhood classic, Pan doesn’t have the heartwarming 

feeling of a fairy tale. The staple ‘happily ever after’ 

seemed too forced in the end, making the movie come 

to a sudden halt. This imaginative production has a lost 

a sense of wonderment and the familiar playful nature. I 

would recommend anyone watch it for the joy of another 

Peter Pan variation being told.

MOVIE 
REVIEW: 
PAN

If there’s one thing about the holiday 
season that everybody does, it’s eat. 
Potlucks are around every corner, 
whether it’s with family, friends or at 
work. I can remember going to class 
in elementary school on the last days 
before winter break: no reading, no 
writing, just a lot of food and movies for 

the entire day.
Other than winding down from the 

school semester, the best part about 
those parties was being able to sign up 
for a dish for your parents to go out to 
the store and buy or make at home. 
Times were much simpler back then. As 

college students, your parents probably 

don’t pay for the food you take to your 
friend’s backyard barbeque or to your 
coworker’s beachside bonfire. College 
students will always find a way to make 
things affordable since we’re “ballin’ on 
a budget.” Here’s a couple of money-
saving recipes for you to take to holiday 
parties.

H O L I D A Y  G R I N D S BY ‘OLENA VICTOR

Seven Layer Dip

Chocolate Pudding Pie

Ingredients:
16 ounces refried beans
1 package taco seasoning
1 cup sour cream
1 cup guacamole
1 cup salsa
1 cup lettuce
1 cup Mexican blend cheese
4 ounces sliced olives
1 cup tomatoes

Ingredients:
1 package JELL-O Chocolate 
   Flavored Instant Pudding
1 1/2 cups cold milk
1 OREO pre-made pie crust
2 cups thawed Cool Whip topping

Directions:
Prepare the instant pudding as 
instructed on the box. Fill the pie crust 
with the pudding and top with a layer 
of Cool Whip.

Directions:
In a bowl, mix the refried beans with 
the package of taco seasoning. In a 
separate bowl, layer the ingredients 
in the order listed in the ingredients 
column or to your desire. Serve with 
tortilla chips or pita chips and enjoy!
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While the library is closed, you can always return materials in 
our outdoor bookdrop, located outside the mauka facing doors.  
When the library reopens, these materials will be checked in 
and backdated to the last date that the library was open.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Chamber Music Hawaii – Honolulu Brass Quintet
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m. – 1st Floor Info Commons
There is nothing like the sound of a brass ensemble at 

Christmas time.  With a popular program of seasonal music, 
Honolulu Brass Quintet brings Christmas cheer to the UHWO 
Library. Tickets —are FREE with valid student ID.

Hawaiian Humane Society – Animal Visit
Thursday, Dec. 3, 9 a.m. – Library Lobby
Finals got you stressing out? Come play with some trained 

therapy animals from the Hawaiian Humane Society’s pet 
visitation program on Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the 
front lobby! 

Chat with a Librarian
Need help with a final paper? Have a quick question about 

library services?  No need to come in the library or pick up the 
phone — you can chat with a librarian online!  Use the widget 
on the library website to send us your question during library 
hours, and we’ll respond right away.  

When the library is closed, you can still submit your question 
— one of the librarians will reply via email the next day.

With the spring semester around the corner, the customary first day of class 
silence and awkward introductions is looming.

When it’s our turn to speak, a few of us will casually introduce ourselves, 
while another handful of us will tense up and try not to choke on our own 
names. It is this innocent fear that is likely part of the reason why some of 
us dread the first day of class.

The first-day jitters are expected, but one would hope that healthy class 
discussion develops over the course of the semester.

Adriene Unpingco, sophomore at UHWO, said, “In almost all of my classes, 
only two or three people lead the discussion.”

Ciara Mariel Batulan, a freshman, experiences a similar phenomenon: “Only 
me and this other person talk because no one else wants to talk.”

Often, a teacher will ask the class a question, allowing the normal seven 
to 10 seconds of wait time for the students to process the question. As the 
silence continues, some professors are forced to either call on students or 
answer the question themselves.

“I just don’t like being put on the spot,” said Allison Rasay, a freshman 
at UHWO. Rasay and the others who don’t speak up share the fear of being 
wrong or saying something embarrassing.

No one enjoys reliving the time they said something embarrassing, or 
possibly offensive, in class. Memories like that, and the possibility of creating 
another one, may also prevent students from speaking up.

Melissa Benson, a transfer student from Long Beach City College, said there 
is a big difference between universities in Hawai‘i and the mainland. “It’s 
culture over here. (The students) feel that it’s disrespectful to speak when 
someone else is speaking, like asking questions during lectures for example. 
In the mainland, when the professor asks a question, an answer is expected.”

This does not mean quiet students in Hawai‘i do not respect their professors, 
but that the ‘respect your elders’ cultural norm may have a heavy influence 
on our behavior in school. Unfortunately, the lack of communication in class 
can be harmful to not only the individual, but everyone in the class. For 
example, it’s important to be able to ask the professor to clarify something.

“When a student asks a question, another student may have had the same 
question, but was too afraid to ask. But when students start getting to know 
each other, they tend to open up,” said UHWO senior Scott Alexander Kapualu 
Bode.

As students start to open up, they start to ask more questions, which 
is important in order to comprehend the material. That is the reason why 
Effective Communication and Oral Communication (OC Focus Requirement) 
are part of the General Learning Outcomes of the University of Hawai‘i — West 
O‘ahu.

Monica LaBriola, who teaches OC American History courses, vouches for 
the importance of class discussion by saying it is not only “important for 
keeping students engaged in the material that’s being discussed, but also 
to share information with each other, share ideas and share perspectives.” 
Having seen the benefits of discussion in her OC classes, La Briola said that 
“in theory we should be incorporating it into all classes.”

Jonathan Schwartz, associate professor of the Division of Education, said it 
all starts off by “establishing a positive and safe learning environment, where 
students don’t feel criticized for saying something that can be interpreted as 

SPEAK UP!

wrong.” 
“Another effective strategy taught in the Teacher Education program is 

the Think Pair Share: if students are posed a question, they can turn to 
each other, talk out the answer and come to what they think is the correct 
answer and then voice that to the group, instead of being out on the spot 
immediately,” Schwartz said.

Speaking up in class is not always required, but asking questions could 
help you and your classmates. So, ask questions and attempt to answer 
your professors’ questions, there’s no shame in being wrong or for 
misunderstanding. We’re in college to learn, after all.

Austin On 
Campus
Speak Up

BY AUSTIN WANDASAN
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CAMPUS
   VOICES

What was the highlight of 
your 2015?
Compiled By Austin Wandasan

“Surviving Spring Finals.”

— Philippe Roque, Sociology, Sophomore

“Playing the Dentist in Little House of Horrors 
play.”

— Adam Akiu, Humanities, FreshmAn

“My counselor telling me I’ll be graduating this 
upcoming summer.”

—Theodore Taheny, Bus, Senior

“When Shane Nishimura wore shoes.”

—Lauren Galiza, Liberal Arts, FreshmAn

“Making a lot of great friends.”

    —Alexander Bautista, Finance &  Acctng, Junior 

“Receiving free hugs from fellow classmates in 
fuzzy onesies.”

— Hillary Oki, Business & Marketing, Sophomore

“Going to Disney Tokyo and galavanting around 
Japan.”

— Shawntel Requilman, Bus & Acctng, Junior

“Watching all of The Office in two weeks.”
— Ignazio Valentino, Political Science, FreshmAn

“Studying abroad in Korea.”

— Erika Bareng, Humanities, Senior

“Meeting new people.”

— Marty Chhin, BUSA, Sophomore 



Fall Fest 2015


