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Saying this was 
a crazy year is an 
understatement. 
2016 has been the 
year of memes: 
Every event, from 
the presidential 
election to the 
unending deaths 
of celebrities, has 

been mythologized by the internet and mass 
media. So let’s take a non-chronological look 
back at my favorite year so far.

First, let us have a moment of silence 
for Alan Rickman (Professor Snape - Harry 
Potter), Gene Wilder (Willy Wonka - Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory), boxing 
legend Muhammed Ali, musicians Prince and 
David Bowie, and Harambe the gorilla. May 
everyone we lost this year, not only those 
mentioned, rest in peace.

We began this year struggling with the 
crises of the Zika virus, Flint water crisis and 
the Syrian refugee crisis. It didn’t end there.

We were hit with creepy clown sightings 
and exploding Galaxy Note 7s. The United 
Kingdom left the European Union in what 
came to be known as Brexit. The most 
divisive presidential election ended with 
Donald Trump the victor. Colin Kaepernick 
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EDITOR’S NOTE knelt during the National Anthem, but didn’t 
vote. The 2016 Rio Olympics, despite shaping 
up to be a disaster, still happened. Philippine 
President Duterte called U.S. President 
Obama, a “son of a whore,” launched a 
deadly drug campaign and threatened to 
join Russia and China if they were to create 
a new world order. The Hepatitis A outbreak 
that Genki’s took the blame for, even though 
it was scallops from the Philippines that 
were contaminated. The rail ran out of 
money (again).

On the bright side, Pokemon Go literally 
brought the world together, creating an 
awesome yet short-lived social phenomenon 
for gaming. 

On the topic of games, there were a lot 
of amazing releases this year: Pokemon 
Sun and Moon, Battlefield 1, Titanfall 2, 
Civilization VI, Overwatch, The Division, Dark 
Souls III and winner of The Hoot’s Game of 
the Year award, No Man’s Sky. Leonardo 
DiCaprio finally got his first Oscar award from 
his role in The Revenant. Ka Makana Ali`i, 
the new mall right down the street from our 
school, opened for business. 

Applebee’s opened, closed then reopened 
again in Ewa. Dr. Benham was confirmed to 
be our new UHWO Chancellor. And I won two 
costume contests as Zelda from the Legend 
of Zelda.

It’s been a bad year, but we are alive to 
experience it and that’s what matters.

Correction
Some information was inadvertently omitted from the November issue in the message from the ASUHWO:
Public Administration Division Senator: Isabella C. Pineda (junior); advocating for more on campus classes for 

upper divisions courses, highlighting veterans who are under contractual obligations to take on-campus courses, 
while no division courses are offered, or offered sparingly with too few seats.

Social Sciences Division Senator: Brian Watson (sophomore); initiative pending.
Caucus Members: Joyleanne Santos (senior) and Selina Blackwell (senior); representing UHWO Campus at Caucus 

Events.
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The University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu 
lands have been designated as a sanctuary 
to an endangered species of Hawaiian 
owls known as the Pueo, and the planned 
expansion of the campus has raised 
concerns about the conservation of the Pueo.

Complicating the issue is the uncertainty 
about how many of the owls still inhabit the 
area, according to a wildlife biologists at the 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR). Although no one can recall the last 
time the owl was spotted on the UHWO 
campus, there is evidence they have not 
disappeared completely.

“A new survey of the Pueo 
population is currently in preparation 
for survey conduction in coordination 
with UH-Manoa and should be 
completed in 2017.”

 —Afsheen Siddiqi, DFW biologist

 “Pueos are not extinct in the Leeward 
area as citizens have been providing videos 
showing Pueos continuing to be spotted 
near UHWO,” said Afsheen Siddiqi, a wildlife 
biologist at the Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife (DFW) of the DLNR. “Wildlife surveys 
capable of providing the necessary insight 
into the current Pueo population have not 
yet been conducted, resulting in information 
gaps.” 

She added that “a new survey of the Pueo 
population is currently in preparation for 
survey conduction in coordination with UH 
Mānoa and should be completed in 2017.”

The Pueo, or “Na Pueo,” is an endemic 
short-eared owl subspecies to another nearly 
pandemic species of short-eared owls. The 
Pueo’s scientific name is Asio flammeus 
sandwichensis (A. f. sandwichensis) and was 
first collected by English naturalist Andrew 
Bloxam in 1827.

The colonization of the Pueos to the 
Hawaiian Islands dates back to a time that 
coincides with the arrival and convergence of 
Polynesian navigators to Hawai‘i. 

According to a Vice Chancellor for 
Administration Kevin Ishida, UHWO has taken 
steps to ensure the Pueos are not further 
endangered. Separately, there have been 
claims of Pueo sightings in the region.  

“We have been in contact with the DLNR 
regarding creating a poster to be put in 
UHWO classrooms outlining what to do in the 
event of a Pueo nest being discovered on 

January
9-12: Welcome Week

Closed Dec. 21, 2016 to Jan. 8, 2017
Testing Hours:

UHWO Finals Week, Dec. 5-9
Monday (Dec. 5): 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Tuesday (Dec. 6): 8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Wednesday (Dec. 7): 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Thursday (Dec. 8): 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday (Dec. 9): 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Appointments required for tests during
UHWO Finals Week. 

UH System Finals Week, Dec. 12-16
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Student Life Events

No‘eau Center Hours

BY KINJI MARTIN

Spotting a Pueo
Endangered (and seldom seen) Hawaiian owls targeted for 2017 survey

WHO TO CALL
If anyone sees a Pueo around the UHWO 

campus, report it to the Vice Chancellor for 
Administration at (808) 689-2773 or kevini@
hawaii.edu. Or contact the DLNR’s Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife at (808) 587-0166.

campus” Ishida said.
He went on to say an “environmental 

impact survey 
(EIS), which 
surveyed the 
wildlife of the 
campus grounds 
while UHWO 
was being built, 
indicated nothing 
remarkable 
pertaining to 
Hawaii-native birds 
were detected.” 

In the event of 
a campus sighting of a Pueo or its nest, both 
Ishida and Siddiqi stress to “please contact 
DLNR with location information (preferably 
GPS locations) on the nest, especially if the 
Pueo nest is threatened.” They reiterated 
how “Pueo are ground-nesters who build 
their homes on the ground, adding to the 
reason for their endangerment associated 
with threats of predation by the  numerous 
and infamous local mongoose.” 

Siddiqi added that “if a nest is found, 
then please be sure not to disturb it as 
the Pueo are sensitive to any disturbances 

and any form of 
disturbance is capable 
of endangering their 
species even more.” 

Siddiqi said 
population fluctuations 
can be attributed 
to prey density 
primarily consisting 
of mongeese. Other 
factors contributing 
to the decline of the 

Pueo population include habitat loss (also 
threatened by expansion of UHWO) and such 
human-caused factors as vehicle collisions, 
pollution and construction. 

VCA Kevin Ishida
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The STAR Guided Pathway System will 
replace the MyUH class registration portal 
at all University of Hawai‘i campuses by 
Fall 2017.

Students in some concentrations 
have been chosen to pilot the program 
this spring. Those areas are business 
administration, education, humanities, 
social sciences and public administration. 
By utilizing this system, students are 
offered a map to guide their academic 
pathways to graduate in the shortest time 
possible.

 These pathways offer students 
suggestions for courses to take which 
meet their graduation requirement.

Here’s how it works:
• Log into STAR GPS: https://www.star.

hawaii.edu:10012/studentinterface/
• In STAR, go to the “Graduation 

Pathway” tab. Classes which have 
been taken and suggested courses 
should be listed and categorized by 
semesters in boxes. Feel free to rearrange 
recommended classes by dragging and 

STAR GPS Replacing MyUH 
by Fall 2017
6 easy steps to register for classes at UHWO

BY JESICA YEE

For more information, visit: http://www.
uhwo.hawaii.edu/campus-life/student-affairs/
registration/star-guided-pathway-system-
gps-registration/?utm_source=Email_
marketing&utm_campaign=STAR_
Registration&cmp=1&utm_medium=HTMLEmail

The University of Hawai‘i – West 
O‘ahu Campus Center Board on Dec. 1 
presented the Fall 2016 Pueo Awards, 
a recognition ceremony and reception 
that highlight’s outstanding students 
for the achievements in intramurals, 
service-learning, student employment and 
student leadership. 

The awards also honored staff 
and faculty who have demonstrated 
commitment to supporting students and 
their development.

The honorees and finalists include: 
Service-Learning Awards: Jordanne 

Calderon, Char'Nel Colin, Josh Gilbert, Kanani 
Hosaka, Brandy-Lynn Ines-Agcaoili, Wendy 
Lehano, Jacqueline Medeiros, Eden Pershing 
and Kimberly Reed.

SAFB Volunteer Award: Maryflor 
Manongdo.

Intramurals Awards
• Spring 2015 One-Day Soccer Tournament 

champions: Derek Walker, Roberto Silvas-
Rivera, Char-Christ Anzai, Allen Miranda, 
Jordan Kamisato, Keao Chun, Josiah 
Kahala, Chaney Lopez, Sharmaine Kahele-
Madali, Noble Boucon and Kaipoauikekai 
Pennington.

• Fall 2016 Halloween Bash Volleyball 
Tournament champions: Alphonse Rigor, 
Kasey Schlitzkus, Andrew Leituala and 
William Richardson.

• Fall 2016 3-on-3 Turkey Basketball 
Tournament champions: Isaac Antolin, Loren 
Doctolero and Kaipoauikekai Pennington.

• Fall 2016 Student-Athlete Award: 
Alphonse Rigor and William Richardson.

• Volunteers Award: Tristan Florentin, 
Miguel “Mikey” Sauceda, Kaipoauikekai 
Pennington and Casey “CJ” Mamalias.

ASUHWO Awards
• Volunteerism Medal: Jarlyza Mareko and 

Kaila Bolton.
• Appreciation Medal: Sara Aiello, Dr. 

Cathy Ikeda. Dr. Stephanie Kamai and Dr. 
Gloria Niles.

Finalists for Fall 2016 Student Employee 
Award: Christine Baltazar, Jennie Ann 
Christman, Shaina Souza, Adriene Unpingco 
and Samuel “Wela” Wahilani III.

Finalists for Fall 2016 Student Service and 
Leadership Distinction Award: Mahealani 
Kahala and Ka‘uluwehi Kato.

Pueo Awards 
Honor Students, 
Faculty

dropping between each semester.
• Click on “Register” in the box by the 

title of the semester. For example, a box 
titled “Spring 2017” would have “Register” 
next to it. Students who register through 
STAR are also able to drop classes through 
STAR.

• Select your courses per categories 
of requirement: Core Classes, Personal 
Choice, Major, Capstone and so forth. 
The courses are listed in the middle of 
the screen. On the far left is a filter to 
navigate for campuses, semester, course 
title, day, time, course number and so on.

• After the courses have been selected, 
click “Continue” in the top righthand 
corner. This will show a page to verify, if 
there are any courses to edit and a visual 
aid of what the class schedule will look 
like.

• Check the “$” icon; this will indicate 
the amount of balance for each course 
and how much is being charged for the 
semester.      

It is recommended that students see 
an academic adviser every semester to 
check-in or to answer any questions 
regarding academic success. 

If you have an instructor that uses 
Blackboard Collaborate, you might already 
be familiar with interacting in an online 
conference room. Blackboard Collaborate 
gives you an online space to get together 
with classmates and your instructor in real 
time. 

This makes interactions more personal, 
and brings classes together even when they 
are conducted at a distance. 

When you enter into the Blackboard 
Collaborate room, you have the option to 
adjust your audio. This is great for both 
you as a student, and for the rest of the 
participants. Adjusting your audio makes the 
conversation easier to listen to for you, and 

Distance ED Tech Tip
Blackboard Collaborate

also easier for others who you are speaking 
to. 

At the top left corner of the screen, click 
the icon that looks like a microphone with 
a red star. This will bring you to the audio 
wizard setup. Following the steps will ensure 
that your speakers and microphone are set 
up at a comfortable level for you and your 
audience. 

If your internet connection is spotty, or if 
you do not have a microphone built into your 
device, you can still participate using the 
chat function at the bottom left corner of the 
screen. Simply type in your questions and 
comments, and the rest of the participants 
will see your messages. 
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The music program at the University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu will soon offer students 
a Music Certificate and is hoping to develop 
programs that will offer bachelor’s degrees. 
The program’s progress, however, is not 
without obstacles.

Staffing, for example, is being strained by 
the expanding interest in the program, says 
UHWO Music Director Dr. Jon Magnussen. 
To meet the growing demand and continue 
its development plan for a music program, 
“more full-time staffing is necessary,” says Dr. 
Magnussen, a Juilliard School graduate. 

UHWO first offered music courses in 2012. 
Since then the number of students who have 
registered for music classes has grown from 
32 to 374, according to the department’s latest 
Academic Development Program. During this 
same time, the music staff has been bumped 
up from a single associate specialist to about 
a dozen lecturers and one full-time faculty 
instructor.

The program offers 24 classes per semester, 
both online and in-person. With the number 
of UHWO music students nearing 400, the 
program is also outgrowing the facilities. Music 
students share classrooms and performance 
spaces with other non-music classes.

UHWO’s dedicated spaces for music classes 
and performances include the C-225 classroom, 
the Music Technology Studio (D-249) which 
adjoins Dr. Magnussen’s office, and off-site 

UHWO’s Music Program Growing 

UH West O‘ahu Upgrading Smoking Policy

BY AARON KIILAU AND LAURA PRICE

BY KINJI MARTIN

In an effort to ensure that the University 
of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu is a healthy, safe, 
and smoke-free learning and working 
establishment, UHWO is drafting regulatory 
policies designed to accommodate on-campus 
tobacco-product users. 

The policies are aimed at promoting 
parameters that will ensure the health and 
well-being of all students, faculty, staff, and 
visitors, as stated on the University website.

There are currently two proposed policies 
pertaining to the regulation of UHWO-campus 
tobacco usage. One is titled “Smoke Free 
Policy” and the other is titled “Designated 
Smoking Areas.” 

According to the Smoke Free Policy, smoking 
is defined in HRS Chapter 328J-1 as “inhaling 
or exhaling the fumes of tobacco or any other 
plant material or burning or carrying any 
lighted smoking equipment for tobacco or any 
other plant material.”

In the same document "tobacco-product" 
is “any substance that contains tobacco, 
including, but not limited to: chewing tobacco, 
cigarettes, cigars, pipes, snuff, smoking 
tobacco, and smokeless tobacco.”

The Smoke Free Policy also touches upon 

at the Pearl City High School Band Room. 
C-225 also houses this campus’ only regularly 
functional acoustic piano.

 “We are making do,” says Dr. Magnussen, 
“but it’s often a challenge. Our University 
Band, for instance, rehearses at Pearl City High 
School, and every on-campus performance 
requires the rental of a moving van to bring 
the instruments to campus, and then return 
them to Pearl City High School.”

Beginning Piano (MUS 121c) is one of the 
courses complicated by the logistics problems 
the music program faces. 

Created at the request of students, there are 
now two sections required to accommodate 
the number of interested students. But with 
no dedicated piano classroom, the school’s 14 
electric pianos must be wheeled up to C-225 
and set up before class begins. The entire 
process is reversed after the piano classes 
conclude.

However, the program’s long-term 
development plan identifies, as one of its 
goals, the construction of a dedicated building 

various topics in accordance with UH policies 
established to convert UHWO into a smoke-free 
campus, including: anti-smoking education 
and support, prohibition of the marketing 
and/or promoting of tobacco-products on 
campus, UHWO clearly displaying and posting 
appropriate non-smoking signage, and that 
UHWO community members being notified 
at least 30 days prior to either/both policies 
taking effect via any/all likely prior established 
forms of communication between UHWO and 
the University’s community members.

Pertaining to tobacco-product marketing 
and promotion, “all advertising, sales, and 
distribution of tobacco-products, associated 
samples, and coupons, are also prohibited, 
except when appearing in non-University 
supported, freely distributed magazines and/
or newspapers incidentally contain such 
advertising.”

UHWO administrators and employees 
support enforcement of these new policies 
and are prepared to effectively educate and 
assist UHWO community members on specific 
tobacco-related products use prevention and 
cessation programs. Programs are designed 
to discourage tobacco-product initiation, 
continuation and promote cessation.

The number of students signing up has surged 
from 32 to 374 since 2012

and/or auditorium so that the program can 
function more efficiently and appropriately. 
But unless help is provided to facilitate 
accelerating the process, this is not projected 
to happen for another five years.

For music lovers, UHWO will stage a Winter 
Concert each fall featuring its Hawaiian 
Ensemble, University Band and University 
Chorus. The University Band also performs a 
Community Concert every spring, and most 
Falls, at shopping malls around the island. 
A regular songwriting Hō’ike also showcases 
students’ original works. 

UHWO recently hosted a performance by 
the Galliard String Quartet back in April. The 
program is receiving students from high school 
string orchestra programs, so there are hopes 
to add string orchestra performances on 
campus. 

Dr. Magnussen said he is grateful for the 
partnership with the PIKO Program in helping 
to create regular kanikapila (impromptu jam 
sessions) with well-known visiting artists every 
third Thursday of most months during the 
school year.

All of UHWO can benefit from its music 
program and students, Dr. Magnussen said.

“Humans are simply musical beings. It 
doesn’t matter where you grew up or where 
you go to school, music is a language of the 
heart, and people are interested in exploring 
that language,” he said. “This is why students 
who make music together on our campus—
whether in our Music Recording Lab, in our 
band or chorus or in our Hawaiian Ensemble—
find that they often feel a bond between each 
other." 

“Music enhances these social bonds and 
makes for a better campus experience.”

Highlighted in the Designated Smoking 
Areas policy, UHWO tobacco-product usage-
based research findings state that the form 
of tobacco utilization known as “smoking,” 
results in exposure of cancer inducing agents 
(carcinogens) to nearby lifeforms. 

This policy designates permissible on-
campus smoking areas “determined by 
campus administration and in compliance with 
Hawai’i State law.” 

New guidelines prohibit smoking in/at: all 
enclosed or partially enclosed areas (including 
buildings and vehicles owned, rented, leased 
or operated by the University); building 
courtyards, breezeways and terraces, exterior 
stairways and access ramps and outdoor 
dining patios, terraces and lanais; within 20 
feet of building entrances and exits; within 
20 feet of windows that open and ventilation 
intakes that serve an enclosed or partially 
enclosed area where smoking is prohibited; 
within 50 feet of designated pick-up and 
drop-off points for campus and public bus 
transportation (bus stops); within the gates 
of the University's outdoors sports and 
performing arts stadiums and arenas, including 

(See Smoking Policy on page 10)           



 6 | THE HOOT     DECEMBER 2016

BENHAM: As you 
already know, I 
have a long list 
of educational 
experiences from 
classroom teacher 
to a variety of 
administrative and 
leadership roles 
at every level of 
the educational ‘auwai (pre-K, elementary 
school, high school, and university). My 
career in higher education is highlighted 
by many scholarly and leadership 
achievements from authoring books and 
articles, keynoting around the globe, 
leading national research initiatives, 
matriculating successfully through the 
professorial ranks at the premier (and 
first) land-grant institution, Michigan State 
University. 

But what I am most proud of are 
the many students that I have worked 
with over my career many of whom are 
teachers and counselors, top executives, 
school principals or superintendents, 
university deans, chancellor and 
presidents, and productive, forward-
looking academic faculty and researchers. 

So, what do I bring to UHWO? In short, 
(1) the credibility and the knowledge/
lessons-learned from years of “doing” 
the good work, reflecting on that work, 
and working to get better; (2) my strong 
belief and work ethic in the educational 
enterprise—in the passion and imagination 
of our teachers/faculty, in the dedication 
and stewardship of administration, and 
in the hope that education revitalizes 
our communities and creates responsible 
citizens for the future; and (3) my view 
and work beyond the balcony that 
seeks transdisciplinary/interdisciplinary 
engaged teaching and scholarship 
across the academy and with and in the 
communities that we serve.

Looking ahead, the University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu’s new Chancellor, Dr. 
Maenette K.P. Ah Nee-Benham, says the 
campus’ educational opportunities will 
continue to grow and meet the needs of 
its expanding enrollment.

“We have all the elements here at 
UHWO,” says Dr. Benham, who was 
officially approved by the UH Systems 
board in late November and whose 
appointment takes effect on Jan. 1.

“The faculty, the staff, current students 
and graduates, and many, many 
community spices—I just need to add a 
few more spices—and I know that we can 
collectively strengthen the vibrancy of our 
teaching and learning communities,” she 
adds.

Dr. Benham’s career spans over 38 years 
and several states. She began in 1978 as 
a kindergarten teacher and curriculum 
specialist in California. She has since 
served as a preschool and elementary 
school administrator in Texas, district-
level administrator in Washington and 
secondary-education educator for Kaiser 
High School and Kamehameha Schools.

In 1994, Dr. Benham held a faculty 
position in the College of Education at 
Michigan State University where she 
worked to help develop a foundation for 
learning that links together education, 
diversity, leadership and community.

In her most recent position as the 
inaugural Dean of the Hawai‘inu kea 
School of Hawaiian Knowledge at UH 
Mānoa, her efforts included helping to 
widen the space for Native Hawaiians in 
contemporary society.

She has collaborated with community 
organizations such as MA‘O Organic Farms, 
Youth Radio and the Kellogg Foundation 
to provide Hawai‘i’s youth with the 
necessary tools for a bright future. Central 
to her life and work is her kuleana as a 
kanaka maoli to tell stories. 

For Dr. Benham, storytelling means 
engaging with others and bringing people 
together. She took time with The Hoot to 
discuss her philosophy of education and 
the direction she wants to take UHWO.

 BY AUSTIN WANDASAN 
     

Benham Takes Reins as UHWO Chancellor
Cites stewardship, leadership and imagination among the keys to educational success

What are the 
major takeaways 
from your past 
experiences that 
you will use to 
lead our school?

What is your educational philosophy?
BENHAM: That’s a wonderfully 

introspective question! How much time 
do you have? I mean all good philosophy 
scholars spend a good long semester 
tackling. I have to admit that depending 
on the “role” I have held in education—
my philosophy tended to be more child/
youth/student centered and/or more 
community capacity building centered 
and/or more future/innovation centered. 
All three have equal importance! At the 
foundation of everyone’s practice—at least 
for every educator—is a set of beliefs that 
guide why and how we do what we do. 

As a scholar of education I could do 
a class on major historic trends from 
essentialism to progressivism to social 
reconstructionalism to existentialism—all 
the “isms”—but I’ll refrain, and instead 
go more poetic. Whenever someone asks 
this question, I look to the “core” of what 
education is, and that is the learning 
and teaching endeavor. So, Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery captures what defines my 
philosophy in a quote from, “The Little 
Prince”:

“All men have stars, but they are not 
the same things for different people. For 
some, who are travelers, the stars are 
guides. For others they are no more than 
little lights in the sky. For others, who 
are scholars, they are problems... But all 
these stars are silent. You-You alone will 
have stars as no one else has them... In 
one of the stars I shall be living. In one 
of them I shall be laughing. And so it 
will be as if all the stars will be laughing 

PHOTO BY MATT HIRATA

Dr. Maenette Benham begins her new job as UHWO Chancellor on Jan. 1.

AND ADRIENE UPINGCO
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BENHAM: So, in light of my poetic 
response you probably want me to 
be more “concrete”? So, let me first 
comment that I have only just begun by 
“listening and learning” tour to better 
understand the rhythm of this institution 
and its communities. That said, however, 
let me share with you—given what I am 
learning about UHWO and it’s promise and 
potential, and why I chose to come here—
my forming value proposition that is the 
promise of our “value-added”:

UHWO: Learning + Discovery + 
Engagement: This IS your pathway to 
leadership!

We have all the elements here at 
UHWO. The faculty, the staff, current 
students and graduates, and many, many 
community spices—I just need to add a 
few more spices—and I know that we can 
collectively strengthen the vibrancy of 
our teaching and learning communities as 
we, together, discover new phenomenon/
solutions that we have yet to think or 
dream, and we can do this with and in 
the communities that mean the most to 
us.

BENHAM: I truly believe that we have 
the potential—if we step out of our 
comfort zones, if we trust ourselves and 
our colleagues to envision and engage to 
ensure a healthy, well, safe and vibrant 
world—that we can together strengthen 
the educational āauwai for our learners 
today and seven generations to come. 
And, through our collective leadership and 
scholarship we can offer transdisciplinary 
programs (i.e., Allied Health, Creative 

BENHAM: As my good friend, Neil 
Hannahs, reminds me, “That we are 
the leaders we have been waiting for!” 
Indeed, we are the faculty, staff, students 
and administrators—community partners 
that are poised to make significant 
contributions to our communities.

BENHAM: This is an interesting question. 
I am thinking you must mean “first day”? 
I mean the analogy of the awkwardness 
and etiquette of the first “date” might 
apply here. Well, people should expect 
that I will be a co-learner, so I will ask 
questions and listen and synthesize the 
responses. This can be an overwhelming 
job—but I will be vigilant, hard-working 
and proactive.

BENHAM: Such a great question given 
that that has been on my mind leaving 
UH Mānoa as the inaugural Dean of 
Hawai‘inuiākea School of Hawaiian 
Knowledge. I see legacy as leaving 
“lessons learned” that help others in 

BENHAM: Great question—hmmm—good 
things take time. We are so very fortunate 
that the population of students on this 
campus is growing but it is not easy 
to keep up with it, that is, building the 
infrastructure as we go. I believe—from 
what I know now—that we are working on 
our “student-centric” focus and support 
and that we do need to do more in 
partnership with students. So, let’s think 
about it this way: How might we use this 
venue, our school paper The Hoot, as a 
generative and action tool? How might we 
build support (from both/and internal and 
external partners) to address the growing 
need of our diverse student community? 
For example, UHWO is 40 years old?  How 
can our alumni and retired/emeritus 
faculty and staff “give back” that will add 
value to the UHWO student experience? 
What role can The Hoot play?

What direction do you hope to take UH 
West O’ahu?

What is UH West O‘ahu’s role in the future 
of Hawai‘i? 

What is something you want everyone at 
UH West O‘ahu to know?

What’s a big no-no on the first date? 

What legacies do you want to maintain as 
Chancellor?

Students have expressed frustrations with 
the limited available courses, delays in 
financial aid, lack of amenities, etc. How 
will you address these problems and 
others as our chancellor?

when you look at the sky at night..You, 
only you, will have stars that can laugh! 
And when your sorrow is comforted (time 
soothes all sorrows) you will be content 
that you have known me... You will always 
be my friend. You will want to laugh with 
me. And you will sometimes open your 
window, so, for that pleasure... It will be 
as if, in place of the stars, I had given you 
a great number of little bells that knew 
how to laugh”

In the end, I ask the question, “And so, 
what sort of learner are you? What sort 
of grownup are you? Are you pretentious 
and contradictory? Or are you gracious 
and hopeful? Are you the sort of teacher, 
educational leader whose star is joyful?”

Media, Sustainable Food System, 
Educating 21st Century Teacher leaders, 
Mālama Honua) “real-time” solutions to 
today’s challenges and conundrums.

PREVIOUS JOB: Dean, Hawai‘inuiākea 
School of Hawaiian Knowledge, University 
of Hawai‘i-Mānoa
EDUCATION: A 1974 Kamehameha Schools 

graduate, she earned her doctoral degree 
from UH Mānoa in 1992. Earned her 
bachelor’s (1978) and master’s degrees 
(1980) from San Francisco State.
TEACHING: Began her teaching career 

in 1978 and has taught grades K-12 in 
California, Texas and Hawai‘i (Kaiser High 
School and Kamehameha Schools).
AWARDS & HONORS: 2015 Recipient of the 

Native Hawaiian Education Association, 
Educator of the Year Award; 2009 
Recipient of the Michigan State University, 
College of Education, Crystal Apple Award; 
1997 Recipient of the Michigan State 
University Education Graduate Student 
Organization Faculty Appreciation Award.
BOARDS: WCRC/MA‘O Board of Directors, 

the Mānoa Heritage and Kuali‘i Foundation 
Board, The Hawaiian Legacy Foundation, 
the Queen’s Health Systems and Queen’s 
Medical Center’s Board of Trustees, the 
North Hawai‘i Community Health Center 
and the Kohala Center Board.
LITTLE-KNOWN FACT: 1974 Hawai‘i’s Junior 

Miss.

living a good life. I was listening to a Ted-
Talk, and I can’t remember the speaker 
but she cited a poem that I looked up—
and this part of it made a lot of sense to 
me:

One Hundred Years from Now
(excerpt from “Within My Power” by Forest 
Witcraft)
One hundred years from now
It will not matter
What kind of car I drove,
What kind of house I lived in,
How much money was in my bank account,
Nor what my clothes looked like.
But the world may be a better place because
I was important in the life of a child.
Indeed, as an educational institution we 

want to make difference so that it impacts 
children, families and communities. I 
suppose it would be wonderful if folks 
learned that it is important to believe in 
something bigger than oneself—a web of 
life—that causes you to ask, “How can 
I be of service?” It would be brilliant if 
folks learned that it is important in the 
academic institution to be respectful and 
kind—be firm and be visionary.

About 
Dr. Maenette Benham

PHOTO BY MATT HIRATA
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The holiday season is the most wonderful 
time of the year—or so the song goes. For 
some, however, the holidays mean stress.

Shopping for gifts can be a daunting task, 
whether you’re finding the perfect item for 
that special someone or seeking a Secret Santa 
gift for that coworker you barely know.

But before you start reaching for gift cards 
at the register, take a look at this gift guide.

GIFTS $25 & UNDER (Because you need 
to save money for bulk packages of instant 
ramen and Red Bull.):

• Socks ($3): Who doesn’t love a good pair 
of socks? Look no further than Forever 21, 
basically everybody’s new sock drawer. The 
chain store sells ankle, crew, knee-high and 
over-the-knee socks with patterns ranging 
from sushi to Chewbacca. Starting price is 
$2.90 for one pair.

• Personalized Ceramic Mug ($10): Give 
the gift of heartfelt memories—or hilarious 
memes—plastered on a 10-ounce mug. Visit 
the photo center at your local Walmart or 
Costco to place an order.

• Funko Pop! Vinyl Figures ($12.50): There’s 
one for everyone. It’s hard not to come across 
one of these adorable miniature versions of 
your favorite TV, movie, video game or book 
character. Hot Topic, the center for pop culture 
merchandise, has devoted entire shelves to 
Funko Pop! Figures.

• ColourPop Cosmetics Lip Bundle ($15): 
ColourPop is wildly popular for its highly 
pigmented, long-lasting, but affordable, 
makeup products. This lip bundle, available in 
three different color and finish combinations, 
is sure to give the beauty buff in your life a 
Kardashian-worthy pout.

• iPhone Camera Kit ($19): iPhonographers 
will appreciate the CamKix Camera Lens Kit, 
available for 4th generation to 6th generation 
iPhone users. The kit comes with a durable 
phone case, mini tripod, 8x zoom lens and 

 BY KAYLA HILL 

 BY ADRIENE UNPINGCO

Step Aside, Santa

Volunteering: The Gift that Keeps on Giving

A holiday gift guide, ranging from $ to $$$
a microfiber cleaning cloth. Find the kit on 
Amazon.

 GIFTS $50 & UNDER (For when you have a 
little more room in your budget.):

• 3 Month’s Worth of a Subscription Box 
($30): Like Funko Pop! Figures, there’s a 
subscription box for everyone. Birchbox 
specializes in cosmetics; Lootcrate is filled with 
“geek” merchandise; NatureBox makes healthy 
snacking  easy. Boxes can be customized to fit 
individual preferences.

• Gym Bag ($50): Face it, “Get Fit” or “Be 
Healthy” will be every other person’s New 
Year’s Resolution. Help a loved one reach their 
fitness goals with a stylish and spacious gym 
bag. A Herschel duffel bag is a dependable 
option.

• Movie Night Package ($50): New and 
improved movie theaters have been popping 
up all over the island. Two pre-paid movie 
tickets and a gift card for snacks at the 
concession is a great gift for avid movie-goers.

 GIFTS $100 & UNDER (the gifts you’ll want to 
keep for yourself.):

• Fujifilm Instax Mini 8 Instant Camera ($60): 
The Instax Mini 8 is lightweight and user-
friendly. Add on a twin pack of film (20 shots) 
for $15 more. The price is worth the bedroom 
wall of polaroids that, apparently, comes with 
the camera.

• Crosley Cruiser Turntable ($70): This 
portable,  three-speed turntable with built-in 
speakers was made for the retro music lover 
on the go.

Keurig Mini K15 Coffee Maker ($100): Buying 
a Starbucks drink on the daily can burn serious 
holes in your pocket. Save a loved one from 
going bankrupt with the gift of a personal 
coffee maker. (Psst, it goes great with a 
personalized mug).

• Year-Long Basic Netflix Subscription ($100): 
Netflix and chill for a whole year.

Holidays are just around the corner and 
volunteering is a way to give without 
spending a dime. Dedicating your time to 
the community is an invaluable service, but 
sometimes there can be an issue: Where do 
we find these places? Who would I go with? 
Why would I do this?

Students who have past experience as 
volunteers, urge others to take part.

“There’s something uplifting about it; 
it brings me happiness to serve others, 
especially during the holiday season,” says 
Angie Manglallan, 24, a senior. “If you’re 
given the chance to serve other people than 
yourself, during this holiday break, why not. 
’Tis the season!”

Alexander Acorda, 21, also a senior, agrees. 
“During holidays a lot of people seem fixated 
on giving material things, especially with Black 
Friday and Christmas. It’d be nice if people 
also give their free time, such as helping those 
who don’t really get to enjoy these holidays. 
It brings you closer to your community,” she 
says.

Here’s some ways you can be a volunteer.
• If you want to feed people: From 

the Inspire Church website (http://www.
inspirechurch.tv/servant-central/outreach/
the-calling) - “The Calling” provided by Inspire 
Church, Waianae Regional Park (Waianae 
Boat Harbor), 5:30-8 p.m. every Saturday. For 
information: calling@inspirechurch.tv

• If you want to help kids get Christmas 
toys: From the West Hawaii Today website 

- Operation Christmas Child, collecting 
shoeboxes with toys, school supplies, hygiene 
items and notes of encouragement. West 
Hawaii collection sites include Living Stones 
Church in Kailua-Kona and New Beginnings 
Assembly of God in Waimea. For information: 
(714) 432-7030.

• If you want to go but you would rather 
go with a group: The NAMI club at UHWO 
is volunteering for one day in December 
at “Equine 808 Horse Rescue”, which is 10 
minutes from campus and near Kunia Road. 
Although being a horse sanctuary they also 
take care of other animals such as goats, 
chickens, ducks, bunnies and a pig. For details, 
email uhwonamiclub@gmail.com.

Socks

Crosley Cruiser 
Turntable

ColourPop Cosmetics 
Lip Bundle
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When the library is closed, materials 
can be returned to the outdoor bookdrop 
outside the mauka-facing doors. When the 
library reopens, these materials will be 
checked in and backdated to the last date 
that the library was open.
Chamber Music Concerts

We will once again host Chamber 
Music Hawaii for a series of concerts this 
semester. The last concert for the 2016-
2017 school year will be on Tuesday, Dec. 
6. Tickets are free with a valid student ID.
Honolulu Brass Quintet

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7 p.m.
There is nothing like the sound of a 

brass ensemble at Christmas time. With 
a popular program of seasonal music, 
Honolulu Brass Quintet brings Christmas 
cheer to our venues across Oahu.
New Database: STATISTA

Statista is one of the leading statistics 
companies on the internet. With a team of 
over 250 statisticians, database experts, 
analysts and editors, Statista provides 
users with an innovative and intuitive 
tool for researching quantitative data, 
statistics and related information. The 
product is aimed at business clients 
and academics of any size. Consultant 
firms and media agencies license our 
services as well as strategy and marketing 
departments in large corporations from a 
variety of industries. 

Looking for more statistical information? 
Check out SAGE Stats and Statistical 
Abstract.  
Chat with a Librarian

Need help with a final paper? Have a 
quick question about library services? No 
need to come in the library or pick up 
the phone--you can chat with a librarian 
online. Use the widget on the library 
website to send your question during 
library hours, and we'll respond right 
away.  

When the library is closed, you can 
still submit your question. One of the 
librarians will reply via email the next day.

 BY JESICA YEE

Library Updates Best   Shows to Binge-Watch 
Winter Break Hours/
Closings

Snuggle up for the holidays for hours of marathon viewing 

Who is “Mr. Robot?”
Cryptic, dark and hopeful. Crime, drama 

and a thriller. Elliot Alderson, played by 
Rami Malek, a young programmer, works 
as a cyber-security engineer. By night, he 
becomes a vigilante hacker working his 
own agenda.

Elliot has joined a revolutionary 
underground group of hackers and he’s on 
a mission to put down corporate America, 
including the company he works for which 
he believes to be ruining the world.

According to IMDb, the series was 
produced, written and directed by Sam 
Esmail. He is also the writer and producer 
for “Comet” (2014) and “Risk” (2016). 
With “Mr. Robot,” Esmail highlights the 
dependence society has on technology 
today and, in an interview with USA 
Network, calls the hacking culture a 
“superpower.” 

It’s the holidays, or maybe it’s too cold 
outside, and you want to stay inside and 
hibernate. Here are some shows to curl 
up to, and of different genres to suit your 
tastes:

1. “Big Bang Theory” (comedy and 
romance). A woman moves into the hall 
and there are two geniuses next door 
to her, what happens? These socially 
awkward and adorable physicists may 
not know how to operate outside of a 
laboratory, but that doesn’t mean they’re 
not in for an adventure filled with laughs 
and funny moments to share. This time, 
with a pretty lady friend.   

2. “Black Mirror” (drama, sci-fi and 
thriller). A television anthological series 
to uncover the impacts of life and 
technology. This is what happens when a 
utopia can become a dystopia when seen 
from a different perspective.

3. “Dexter” (crime, drama and 
mystery). Dexter Morgan, played by 
Michael Hall, is the best Miami-based 

 BY JESICA YEE

 TV SERIES REVIEW: Albert Einstein, inventor of the Theory 
of General Relativity, once said, “It has 
become appallingly obvious that our 
technology has exceeded our humanity.”

Indeed, Mr. Robot (Christian Slater), 
as the leader of the worldwide hackers’ 
revolution, possesses the power to do 
good in the community or to destroy lives.

The narrative creates a connection 
between the audience and the main 
character as if Elliot is sharing a secret 
that needs to be uncovered. The scenes 
have multiple edit cuts for dramatic 
effects with a dark-colored theme. 
Perhaps it’s symbolic for how Elliot 
sees the world: A dark, depressing and 
corrupted place.

Wired calls this the best hacking show 
yet, with an 8.7 out of 10 rating from 
IMDb and 96 percent by Rotten Tomatoes.

The New York Times also mentions 
the eerie realism from this series. The 
International Business Times states that 
the show “is the most accurate portrayal 
of security and hacking culture ever to 
grace the screen.”

Two seasons of “Mr. Robot” are 
available. Season three is coming in 2017, 
according to USA Network.

Blood Splatter Analyst, who is too good 
for his job solving homicides. He’s 
friendly, funny and a serial killer. But he 
doesn’t mindlessly kill the innocent; he 
has a code, Harry’s Code. Dex will kill only 
those that deserve to die. He is the serial 
killer you root for.

4. “Jane the Virgin” (comedy). If you 
like telenovelas, this is a series for you. 
Jane is an insanely Catholic woman 
who has been accidentally artificially 
inseminated. Since that moment her 
seemingly perfect life has been spread 
and tossed in the air like some chef’s 
salad. This series will keep you guessing.

5. “Spartacus: War of the Damned” 
(action, adventure and biography). Based 
on the greatest gladiator in history. This 
series is filled with graphic violence, 
passion and brotherhood. If you enjoy a 
good fight, watch it.

Because it’s the holidays and you are 
feeling festive, stick with the classics or 
listen to some holiday music. Either way, 
you’ll have a good night.  

5

Saturday, Dec. 11:  CLOSED
Monday, Dec.  12 — Friday, Dec. 16: 
   8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 17 — Monday, Jan. 2:
   CLOSED
Tuesday, Jan. 3 — Friday, Jan. 6
   8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 7:  CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 9: Resume semester hours 

Mon-Thurs: 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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At the end of the semester, we sometimes 
find ourselves juggling coffee, energy drinks 
and panic attacks as we near finals. Here are 
some websites that may help you through 
your cramming, jamming and studying frenzy. 
Purpose Games

This website is loaded with games on more 
than a dozen subjects such as math, history, 
science and even entertainment. Race against 
the clock while labeling diagrams, answering 
trivia and much more. Choose from the vault 
of pre-made games or make your own for you 
and your classmates. Joshua Gilbert, a Pre-
Nursing student at the University of Hawai‘i 
– West O‘ahu, says, “I use purposegames.com 
to study for my Anatomy class. It helps me to 
make effective use of my time.” 
Quizlet

Every college student has probably heard 
about this website at some point in their 
college career. Actually, almost every college 
student has probably relied on Quizlet at some 
point to pass their next exam. Quizlet has 
online flashcards, quizzes and mini lessons. 
Miku Hardman, a Pre-Nursing student, says, “I 
have anatomy and physiology, and sometimes 
the terms or concepts are hard to comprehend 
but you can always find stuff about A&P 
on Quizlet. They can be much easier to 
understand than what I learned in class.” 

7 Insanely Useful Websites and Apps for Students
BY ARIANA SAVEA With as much convenience and simplicity that 

Quizlet offers, you can be reviewing your flash 
cards within minutes. Also, there’s an app.
Scribd

This has is a plethora of resources for 
college students. Books, sheet music, audio 
and various documents are some of what 
you’ll find here. Joshua Gilbert says he 
downloads some of his textbooks from this 
website. “Scribd is actually a pretty decent 
site to find learning resources,” he says. The 
downside is the $8.99 monthly membership 
fee, although there is a 30-day free trial. But 
$8.99 per month may be a lot easier on the 
pockets in comparison to some textbook 
prices. 
Rate My Professor

Registration day is not always the easiest for 
multiple reasons: How hard is this class going 
to be? Will I like the professor? Should I take 
it online instead? Roman Terry, an Accounting 
student, says, “I use Rate My Professor 
because it helps me decide which professors 
are best for me to take. I had an experience 
where I took Math 140 and the professor’s 
teaching style did not fit my learning abilities. 
So I started using Rate My Professor to give me 
the best professor ever.” This website is full of 
professor “report cards” and student feedback 
to help you make the best decision. 
Desmos

There are many reasons freshman leave 
college: financial, family, or to complete a 
chosen degree program. At the University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu, where the freshman 
retention rate is a strong 67 percent, according 
to U.S. News Online, the campus is positioning 
itself to better support the incoming student 
population through the Pueo Leadership & 
Mentor Program. 

Freshmen entering UHWO are greeted by 
the First Year Experience (FYE) team and Pueo 
Mentors to help usher students through a 
successful first year. Many colleges across the 
country require students to attend a freshman 
orientation class, usually a one-credit course, 
that students must pay for, but not at UHWO. 
Every summer freshmen have the opportunity 
to learn about the campus and how to 
be successful in their academics through 
orientations and workshops led by current 
UHWO students. 

While all freshmen benefit from the First-
Year Experience (FYE) team, led by Katrina 
Abes and supported by Student Life Director 
Rouel Velasco, only a few are selected to join 
the Pueo Mentor team. 

Mentors have the opportunity to lead tours, 
implement workshops and earn free student 
development credit at UHWO. 

“Pueo has helped me learn leadership 

BY HAYLIE CULP

Helping Students Find Their Way 
FYE, Pueo Mentors aid freshmen 
in adapting to college

and facilitation, both skills I will need for my 
profession,” said Ciara Batulan, 19, a Secondary 
Education major, “and being able to help other 
students find their way at the university is a 
great feeling. I love being able to work on this 
team.” 

While there may be intrinsic rewards for 
serving as a peer mentor, there are other 
benefits to joining the service organization, such 
as: 

• Free student development classes (some 
have counted as WI courses, while others were 
oral communications) 

• Monetary stipend
• Resume enhancement
• Introduction to other on campus 

opportunities  
Opportunities to join the FYE as a Pueo 

Mentor will be opening soon, so if you are 
interested in joining, be sure to keep an eye on 
your email and to fill out the application.

At desmos.com, you can plug in your 
favorite math functions and see it graphed 
right away. Transform and move your graph 
around by the tap of your enter key. Sabrina 
Magdato, an Accounting student, says, “In my 
math class, I didn’t have a graphing calculator, 
so Desmos really helped me.”
Google Docs

With the emergence of Google Docs, 
Microsoft Word seems to be an endangered 
species. Thanks to the free account and all the 
great benefits, everyone is jumping aboard 
the Google Docs train. Tazsharae Willis, a 
Pre-Nursing student says, “I like Google Docs 
because it has everything you need and it’s 
free. Also because it’s automatically saved and 
I’m never worried about my work getting lost. 
It’s good for group projects because we don’t 
have to meet up in person. It helps to take 
notes in class with your friends if the lecturer 
goes fast.”
YouTube

We all know YouTube but do we know 
the extent of what YouTube really offers? As 
college students, the possibilities of YouTube 
extend far beyond funny video compilations 
and makeup tutorials; you’ll be able to 
find crash courses on basically any subject 
you can fathom and walkthroughs on any 
college-related topic out there. Brandy Ines, a 
Pre-Nursing student, says, “I use YouTube for 
things I can’t understand in class. It’s cool.”  

UHWO’s Pueo Mentors

Smoking Policy
from page 5

walkways, corridors, and seating areas; any 
area designated as a non-smoking area and 
marked with a no smoking sign (by someone 
who controls that specific area).

The second policy also indicates how 
ashtrays and other cigarette butt receptacles 
will be removed or relocated from non-
smoking areas to areas where smoking is 
expected to be permitted.

UHWO community members affected 
by tobacco-products and desiring to quit 
tobacco are encouraged to muster up within 
themselves the initiative to quit. Those 
seeking to quit can receive supported services 
offered either through UHWO administrators 
and employees, through their private 
healthcare providers (e.g. HMSA’s QuitNet 
program or Kaiser Permanente’s HealthMedia 
Breathe programs), and/or through the state 
Department of Health’s Tobacco Quitline.

Implementation of these new policies 
should go into effect following the 
transition of UHWO into a smoke-free 
campus altogether. Until then, direct all 
questions, comments and/or concerns 
about these two newly drafted smoking 
policies to uhwocomm@hawaii.edu.
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Your friend just woke up from a coma. 
How do you explain the last year?

 COMPILED BY ARIANA SAVEA

BY ELIZABETH GUSTAFSON

Dr. Monica LaBriola

Getting to Know Your Professors:
LaBriola Relies on Mix of Resources
As an assistant professor of history at 

University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu, Dr. 
Monica LaBriola learned a lot from her 
past.
Originally from Dayton, Ohio, at age 

16 she found herself in Switzerland for 
a year participating in a study-abroad 
program at her high school. After 
graduation she attended the University of 
California, Berkeley.
After working for a few years, she 

decided to join the volunteer teaching 
program, Jesuits Volunteers International. 
She was assigned to the Marshall Islands, 
where she taught for three years and 
became “interested in learning about the 
Pacific islands.” 
With this new interest she attended the 

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa and began 
working toward her master’s in Pacific 
Island Studies, with the intention to go 
on to complete her doctorate in History. 
In the last semester of her PhD program, 
Dr. LaBriola began as a lecturer at UHWO. 
Soon she was hired as an instructor on a 
one-year contract, and worked her way 
up to assistant professor. 
Her classes are structured in the sense 

that students know what will be expected 

on day one. She says she doesn’t like 
textbooks because “they are expensive,” 
so instead she likes to mix specific 
readings, discussions, films and open-air 
questions with her lectures. 
Dr. LaBriola’s hopes are for the students 

to see the value in her class and for 
them to gain important skills that will 
help them succeed in their educational 
careers. She wishes to help students 
develop their skills in writing, critical 
thinking and oral communication. 
Her office door is always open and 

when you walk in there always is a seat 
available (although she wishes it could 
be a couch). Surrounding her desk are 
Marshallese handicrafts that she had 
collected while in the Marshall Islands. 
When asked to describe herself in one 

word she replied, “committed.” That 
commitment is evident in her teaching. 
Dr. LaBriola wants students to know that 
she really cares about their success not 
only in the classroom but as individuals 
going through college. 

“In the last year lots of things have 
happened. We've gotten closer 
as friends, and we practically live 
at school. Our sophomore year is 
almost over and... have freaked out 
multiple times before exams, but 
study sessions help us a lot. We take 
the TEAS exam soon and...We've all 
grown so much academically and 
personally, and I can't wait to see 
what the future holds.” 

— Tazsharae Willis, Pre-Nursing, 
sophomore

“It’s been a year filled with events. 
But a year in the life and through 
the eyes of Jena is going to have to 
do. Instead of telling you everything 
that’s happened, I’m going to ‘50 
First Dates’ it. Watch this video of the 
major events that have occurred that 
I’ve made for you.” 

— TJena-Anne Poki, Elementary 
Education, sophomore

"Denver Broncos won the Super Bowl. 
Chicago Cubs won the World Series. 
The rail’s still not done. Eddie went. 
John John Florence brought home 
the Surfing World Title. Pokemon 
went from 'Go' to 'No.' Trump was 
elected president. The legendary 
Prince passed away aaaaand I'm still 
in school.”

— Bryanne Chun, Pre-Nursing, 
sophomore

“If my friend was in a coma for a 
year, I’ll tell them in a sentence 
that the last year was like a really 
long Stephen King movie with a lot 
of climaxes which finished with an 
unexpected ending.”

— Samuel Michael-David Jones, 
Political Science and Creative 

Media, freshman

FAMILY: Son, 8 years old, attends Waialae 
Public Charter School.

HOBBIES: Enjoys binge-watching TV shows on 

About Monica LaBriola

Netflix, especially “Gilmore Girls,” which is her 
favorite, and any British TV show.

HIDDEN SECRET: She wanted students to 
know that she had a difficult time in grad 
school, and can relate to what many of them 
might be going through. After a divorce, she 
worked two jobs for 10 years as a single 
mother. 

MOVIES: She has no favorite because she 
says she can't stay awake for any film that is 
longer than 53 minutes. 

FUTURE: In five years she “would like to still 
be teaching and to have a pet and (her) book, 
which is about the selling of Likiep Atoll by the 
Marshallese chief to a Portuguese man. The 
pending title is ‘Replanting Likiep.’”
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Boo Fest Fun

Photo Listing

 This year’s Fall Fest was resurrected 
with a new spooky monicker: Boo Fest. 
A Halloween theme was chosen to give 
the holiday (which landed on a Monday 
that week) a second wind. On Nov. 3, 
Boo Fest sprang to life offering food, 
entertainment, (video) games, apparel, a 
jumping castle, a photo booth and a wide 
variety of community and RISO booths.

Photos by Matt Hirata

1 - Austin Wandasan, Secondary ED, 
junior
2 - Rachel Lugo, CM, sophomore; Kory 

Uramoto-Wong, bookstore manager
3 - Bellydance Raqs
4 - Mya Moore, junior; Ryley Yamamoto, 

freshman
5 - Lehua Gould, ACC/HPST, senior; 

Michael Lobb, ACC/MGT, senior
6 - Lindsay Alano, Lanakila Meals on 

Wheels Volunteer Coordinator; Daynna 
Jones, Lanakila Meals on Wheels Volunteer 
Assistant

7 - Jay St. John Payne, PUBA, senior; 
Rosie Angerson, PUBA/DPEM, senior
8 - Sydney Romero, SOC, senior; 

Cassandra O’Helo
9 - Haylie Culp, ED, senior; Beth Solder, 

ED, senior; Gina-Marie Ramiscal, ED, senior
10 - Nileen Borges-Akau; LuLaRoe, 

Independent Fashion Consultant
11 - Aunty Nel’s “Get Yo Grindz On”
12 - Brandy Ines, Pre-Nursing, 

sophomore; Wendy Lehana, Pre-Nursing, 
sophomore
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