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I’m taking a hard 
look at the favorite 
part of everyone’s 
college experience: 
textbooks. With 
summer and fall 
semester coming 
up, students 
will once again 
be scouring the 
internet for the 

best deals on required texts.
But why do we check Chegg and Amazon 

for used books? Why do we ask our friends 
for used copies? Why do some of us resort to 
torrenting e-books (not me, FBI)?

It’s because you checked the bookstore 
and that textbook you really need is $250. 
But it’s OK—you can save money if you buy 
the used version for $200. 

Textbooks prices have risen by about 
900 percent in the past 30 years. This is a 
multibillion-dollar industry that is holding the 
world of academia hostage.

That new edition you desperately need 
probably does not include any monumental 
breakthroughs when compared to last year’s 
edition. It likely is considered to be a new 
edition because the chapters have been 
rearranged.

And yet students are forced to buy the 
expensive new edition because it comes with 
an access code or CD. The only reasons for 

EDITOR'S NOTE

this are to destroy the used-book market and 
to ensure the older editions become useless.

I managed to find a used textbook for 
$90 on Chegg. The first assignment for the 
class required watching a video that was 
embedded in the e-book. Because I bought 
a used book, I didn’t have an access code 
to the e-book. If it wasn’t for my friend who 
shared her account with me, I would have 
had to purchase the same book twice.

Some students don’t have the cash to buy 
these books. Students on financial aid must 
wait (sometimes weeks after the semester 
started) for their funds to come in before 
they can buy their books.

But none of this comes close to the 
shadiest practice of all: custom textbooks. 
These can literally be a stack of unbinded 
paper wrapped in plastic being sold for up 
to $300.

What makes it a custom textbook? The 
university has its name on it, and you can 
only get it in its bookstore.

From personal experience, I was not able 
to sell my custom textbooks back to the 
bookstore. I still have a $120 stack of paper 
sitting in my closet.

This practice has gone unchecked for too 
long. I want to end this with a shout out to 
all the professors that are textbook-free, the 
professors that know that some of us get our 
books late and the professors that are aware 
enough to understand the struggle.

AUSTIN WANDASAN
austinjw@hawaii.edu
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CHANCELLOR BENHAM’S FIRST 
SEMESTER PROVES ENGAGING
BY AARON KIILAU

Na Puke Wehewehe Olelo Hawai‘i, found 
online at wehewehe.org, says that kauhale 
is “a group of houses comprising a Hawaiian 
home, formerly consisting of a men’s eating 
house, a women’s eating house, a sleeping 
house, cook-house, canoe house, etc.” 

Our campus bears a resemblance to such 
a thing in the middle of a vast, relatively 
undeveloped Kapolei landscape. And our 
“houses” now serve relatively different ends 
than its former functions.

It is no wonder that our new Chancellor, 
Dr. Maenette Benham, would also use this 
term to sum up her first semester at the 
University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu.

Kauhale, she says, “is to engage in vital 
dialogue and action to build (a) community 
that is grounded in common or shared 
principles and goals.” That is, keeping up 
our “home campus.” Keeping that as a goal, 
she continues, “would help us all to create 
the best place, a joyous place to work, to 
learn, to discover and innovate, to engage.” 

As chancellor of our university system’s 
fastest growing campus, adopting succinct 
concepts of interconnectivity is vital to 
keeping pace with the inherent momentum 
of West O‘ahu. Yet the speed with which 
we are progressing seems only to inspire 
Dr. Benham, who seems to consider it 
a humbling honor to be this campus’ 
chancellor. She points to the “innovation, 
the care and aloha, the strength of 
knowledge generated, disseminated and 
applied, is outstanding across every one 

of our discipline 
areas and support 
services.” 

Without elevating 
any of our campus’ 
programs over 
another, she says 
she would like to 
highlight “services 

in our library that provide all of us with the 
access we need to learn more, to engage 
more in social justice issues. From CLEAR 
(Center for Labor Education and Research), 
the ‘Ulu‘Ulu Archive and all those who work 
hard to make those resources accessible.

“Our entry,” she says, “to a world of 
knowledge is vast, so seeing the world 
through multiple lenses is the first step to 
engaging in this beautiful work of diversity.”

This aligns itself well with expectations 
she expressed in January in her first address 
as chancellor to “ensure that we graduate 
skilled community members and leaders. 
We must continue to cultivate unique 
and differentiated learning and teaching, 
discovering and inquiring, and engaging 
environments that address the needs of our 
21st-century students and global contexts.”

She says she considers the new 
challenges of her position to be “vital 
puzzles that we (need) to work together to 
resolve. That process makes us stronger as 
individuals, as scholars, as colleagues, as an 
institution.” 

E‘eleu mai kākou, she says: “It’s time to 
step up and get moving.” 

Artist: Cherrie Mae Balao

Artist: Jesica Yee

Chancellor Benham

Chancellor Maenette Benham
Photo courtesy of Kevin Bechayda
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Library UpdatesASUHWO is All Ears
More methods being weighed to help improve 
communications across campus

BY ADRIENE UNPINGCO
Students attending the Associated 

Students of the University of Hawai‘i – 
West O‘ahu (ASUHWO) second Town Hall 
Meeting of the year had the opportunity 
to meet student representatives and 
voice their concerns, such as the need to 
improve communication about campus 
events and updates.
The meeting, held on March 23 in 

the UHWO courtyard, also offered 
students a chance to meet their campus 
representatives. Student Life typically 
communicates with students through 
mass emails, signs posted on classroom 
walls and fliers tacked onto the billboards 
in the hallways of the Campus Center, the 
library and classroom buildings. However, 
some students feel that this is not enough 
for a commuter campus where it can be 
difficult to engage with others outside of 
the classroom. 

“With any entity 
of government, 
transparency is 
key,” said Isabella 
Pineda, Public 
Administration 
Division Senator. 
“With student 

government, it can be intimidating to 
approach any of us.” She added that 
ASUHWO members recognize that being 
accessible to students also will enable 
them to better serve.
Town Hall Meetings, which are scheduled 

for one afternoon in a semester, create 
a casual, stress-free environment 
for students to speak to ASUHWO 
representatives. Students can also find 
the contact information for ASUHWO at 
asuhwo.com.

Laulima is another mode of 
communication that ASUHWO hopes to 
utilize in the near future. An “ASUHWO” 
worksite or tab under “Student Life” 
would create easy access to ASUHWO 
updates because the education platform 
is familiar to a majority of the student 
body, faculty and staff.
In addition, ASUHWO plans to expand its 

use of Facebook to include Facebook Live. 
“With live video streaming on Facebook, 
(students) can ask us questions right 
off the bat, and when we get to an 
open forum, we can possibly answer 
those questions,” said Pineda, adding 
that “depending on the format—if we 
decide to do that—it’d be a lot easier (to 
communicate with students), especially 
with our late meeting hours.”
Other forms of reaching students, Pineda 

said, might include “classroom postings, 
social media, word of mouth—any way we 
can.” 
In other ASUHWO actions:
• Junior Class Sen. Kyle Nadres has 

created “Get A Life Workshop,” a 
series of seminars for students to 
learn more about various degree 
pathways. The workshop was 
designed to help sophomores 
transition into junior year and 
secure financial aid for students 
who are undeclared and may be 
unable to claim financial aid.

• Treasurer Elizabeth Gustafson 
reported approval for The Pizza Bill, 
which allowed the purchase of pizza 
to promote the ASUHWO Spring 2017 
General Election on April 4.

• ASUHWO is considering establishing 
a test-run for a 24-hour, or late 

Professional Liability Insurance Update
Professional liability insurance for UHWO seniors enrolled in 

a senior practicum course is not an initiative of ASUHWO. The 
issue of professional liability insurance was administered by 
the Faculty Senate. 

In February, the Faculty Senate requested that ASUHWO make 
a comment on the issue of professional liability insurance. 
ASUHWO currently is awaiting direction from the Faculty 
Senate on how to proceed.

Isabella Pineda

It’s not too late. April is an important month 
for Libraries, as it’s when we honor both National 
Library Week and National Preservation Week. 
Help us celebrate through the end of the month.

Library Survey
Take the Annual Library Survey (http://www2.

hawaii.edu/~uhwolib/survey.html) to be entered 
into a drawing for a $100 UHWO bookstore gift 
card.

Instagram Photo Contest
Follow us on Instagram (@uhwolibrary) for 

more information about how to participate. Prize 
is a gift pack from VH07V.

Food for Fines
Bring in a canned good and you’ll get $1 off any 

overdue fines you’ve received for UHWO Library 
items.

Research and Writing Workshops
The tips and tricks you’ll learn in our workshops 

will help you grow as a student, professional, and 
human. The workshops are every Wednesday at 
2pm in the Library’s Computer Lab (B-233). Join 
us for our last ones of the year!

April 19 - Introduction to Zotero : Zotero, 
the free citation manager, allows you to save 
citation information when browsing the web. 
Join this workshop and learn to easily create 
bibliographies in standard formats like MLA, APA 
and Chicago.

April 26 - Ask Us Anything *about research*: 
Need to find one more article with your final 
paper? Ask your friendly UHWO librarians your 
most pressing questions!

‘Onipa‘a: Pacific Connections Series
Friday, April 21 from 4pm - 6pm in Room B-157
‘Onipa’a: Film as Knowledge will feature Kanaka 

Maoli independent filmmakers sharing their 
research and showcasing their films. The goal is 
to demonstrate how film, as a medium, can be 
a vehicle for cultural revitalization, community-
building, and social transformation. This series is 
co-sponsored by the UHWO Library, ‘Ulu‘ulu, and 
the UHWO Hawaiian-Pacific Studies, History, and 
Political Science departments. 

Choir Event
Thursday, April 27 from 7pm - 8:30pm in 

the Library’s 1st Floor Information Commons 
Relax with some music by the UHWO Choir, in 
partnership with the Leeward CC Choir.

Summer Reading
Need something fun to read over the Summer? 

Check out our casual reading collection, where 
there are lots of great options to keep your mind 
stimulated.

Summer Hours
Starting May 22, the UHWO Library will be open 

from 8am - 5pm Monday through Friday. Follow 
us on Instagram @uhwolibrary to stay up-to-date 
with our hours and any closures we may have.
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UH Manoa vs. UH West O’ahu
Youngest campus in system growing while striving to keep pace
BY JESICA YEE

The University of Hawai’i at Mānoa 
ranks No. 169 nationwide, according 
to the U.S. News Best National 
Universities Ranking. The up-and-
coming University of Hawai’i – West 
O’ahu. however, was not ranked. 
UH Mānoa was named the Best 

College in the State of Hawaii by the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser as of 2016. 
The Mānoa campus also is ranked 
No. 8 among the most beautiful 

college campuses in the country by 
Best College Reviews 2016. 
David Lassner, Interim Chancellor 

at UH Mānoa, is focusing on building 
awareness for UH Mānoa’s global 
leading research institution, providing 
opportunities for society and serving 
as an “economic driver” for Hawaii.
UHWO has been an institution for 

over 40 years, but the Kapolei campus 
was only established in 2012. As 
a young and developing campus, 
UHWO is concentrated on building a 
foundation for career success.
“A primary goal of UH West O’ahu 

is to provide a wide range of exciting 
opportunities to learn and discover … 
to explore career possibilities,” said 
UHWO Chancellor Maenette Benham.
Major highlights for this campus is 

their state-of-the-art campus, student 
organic garden growing sustainable 
food for the community, affiliations to 
Hawai‘i Tokai International College and 
their academy for creative media.
In addition, Chancellor Benham 

states, “It is with great pride that I am 
excited to announce that BestColleges.
com has selected the University of 
Hawai’i - West O’ahu as one of the 
best colleges in Hawai‘i for 2017.”
Current projects at UHWO are 

the Allied Health Building under 
construction, unique summer 
programs for first-time freshmen and 

sustainability.  
Here is a comparison of the two UH campuses, according to the UH Mānoa 

Institutional Research Office and the UH West O’ahu Office of Institutional 
Effectiveness:
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‘We Stand for Aloha’
UH administration takes stand for diversity
—and against intolerance
BY AARON KIILAU

Throughout the 2016-17 school year, 
University of Hawai‘i President David 
Lassner has directed communications 
toward controversial changes in U.S. 
government policy, as well as offering 
assuring words in light of a heightened 
political atmosphere. 
His series of emails have specifically 

addressed changes in policy following 
the 2016 presidential election  that have 

sparked intense 
debate both off 
and on campus.
The emails also 

provided contact 
information and 
resources for 
students directly 
affected by 
policy changes 
under the 

Trump Administration. Recent executive 
orders have included changes to LGBTQ+ 
status for federal employees and a 
temporary ban on immigration. Several 
other changes at various other levels 
of government have raised concerns 
for women, education and healthcare 
systems, as well as ethnic and gender 
minorities.
With his emails, Dr. Lassner reiterated 

school policy and 
defended the 
university’s “core 
values.” 
“We will not 

permit,” he wrote, 
“intolerance or 
harassment based 
on race, religion, 
immigration 
status, national 
origin, gender, 
LGBTQ+ status 
or disability. We take pride in being our 
nation’s most diverse university. We stand 
for aloha.” 
One of his emails stated that despite the 

temporary immigration ban, the university 
affords undocumented students all rights 
and privileges under applicable laws 
and will not enact immigration laws nor 

ABOUT THE COMMISSIONS

For more information on the 
commissions for the Status of 
Women and LGBTQ+ Equality, 
visit the University of Hawaii 
Office of the President for 
resources and at www.hawaii.
edu/offices/president. 

release students’ personal information 
without student-written permission or 
a subpoena or court order. That same 
email also responded to local and 
national calls for the creation of so-called 
“sanctuary campuses,” saying that such 
a designation “has no clear definition nor 
any legal significance.”
Dr. Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo, an Assistant 

Professor in the English department, 
is among several immigrants in UH’s 
academic community.
“(Immigration) and the freedom of 

movement are crucial for academic 
inquiry and the international exchange of 
ideas,” she said.
Dr. Nolte-Odhiambo cites the Modern 

Language Association’s (MLA) official 
denunciation of Trump’s immigration 
ban which effectively inhibits, among 
other things, scholars from attending 
conferences or international students 
from studying at U.S. institutions. 
“As an international student myself,” 

she said, “I learned tremendously 
from the diversity in classrooms which 
included students from a variety of 
different places and backgrounds, and I 
continue to do so now as a professor.”
The UH Office of the President directs 

the commissions for both the Status 
of Women and LGBTQ+ Equality. Dr. 

Nolte-Odhiambo is 
one of UHWO’s two 
LGBTQ+ Equality 
commissioners. The 
commission’s LGBTQ+ 
Resources Bookmark 
is available at her 
office or at UHWO’s 
Title IX office on the 
second floor of the 
library. 
Dr. Nolte-Odhiambo 

also offers regular 
safe-zone trainings which provide 
definitions of LGBTQ+ common terms as 
well as tools and tips for allies. They are 
designed, she said, “to help make our 
campus a place where all people feel 
safe, welcome, and included.” 
UHWO offices which post LGBTQ+ Safe 

Zone posters indicate that the person(s) 

“We take pride in 
being our nation’s 

most diverse 
university. We stand 

for aloha.” 
—Dr. David Lassner

Dr. David Lassner 
Photo courtesy of UH System

Dr. Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo 
Photo courtesy of UH West O’ahu

in that office went through safe-zone 
training, and that office has been 
designated as a safe space for members 
of the LGBTQ+ community. 
New Chancellor Dr. Maenette Ah Nee-

Benham points to how a higher education 
institutions should respond to social and 
political turmoil:  “(A) university should 
be a place where students, learners and 
scholars should come together to dive 
into contemporary conundrums that often 
have deep historical narratives, and will 
certainly have a big future impact on the 
lives of our community members. Our 
stance for social justice is an important 
one.”



                     THE HOOT       April 2017 | 7

PARKING RESTRICTIONS AWAIT SPRING GRADS
Graduating students limited to three passes for guests attending commencement 
ceremony

BY ADRIENE UNPINGCO

A record 224 graduates participated in 
the Fall 2016 Commencement ceremony 
and, with 306 students submitting 
applications to walk in the Spring 2017 
exercises, the university’s efforts to 
find ways to avoid a repeat of previous 
parking problems during the ceremony 
have led to major changes.
The new procedure for parking has 

been added to the  “Commencement 
Information for Graduates” page on the 
university’s website. It was added in 
response to the number of guests parking 
along Farrington Highway during last 
semester’s graduation, resulting in partial 
closure of the main road.
According to the new procedure, 

graduates will be limited to a total of 
three parking passes. Guests without a 
parking pass will be turned away, and the 
parking lot will be closed once all spaces 
are filled. In past years, guests could 
be dropped off to avoid the congested 
parking lot, but drop-offs will no longer be 
allowed. 
The commencement planning committee 

made the decision to issue a limited 
number of parking passes after weighing 
input from several representative voices 
on campus. 
“We conferred with the representatives 

from the Faculty Senate, the ASUHWO 
Student Government, the Chancellor 
and the Executive Team to discuss 
our concerns regarding the health 
and safety issues with having the 
ceremonies on-campus and potential 
options for having the ceremony off 
campus,” Commencement Coordinator 
Leslie Opulauoho said. “All represented 

groups’ preferred choice was to have the 
ceremony on campus, safely.
“For this ceremony, in order to have the 

event on campus safely, everyone—the 
graduates, their guests, faculty, staff and 

contractors—will 
be impacted and 
required to have 
a commencement 
parking pass.
“Although 

this is the first 
class to be 
impacted by the 
changes, the 
commencement 

committee has 
been considering 

alternate options for several ceremonies,” 
Opulauoho added.
The new parking pass restrictions, 

though designed to ensure greater safety, 
have raised concerns among students.
“I understand that the three parking 

pass limit is a solution to whether or 
not the maximum capacity of our school 
can hold the amount of graduating 
students and their families, ” said Chloe 
Lontayao, a Spring graduation candidate. 
“But I think it’s unfair for the graduates 
to limit the number of people who can 
attend their graduation. Because of the 
limitations, the people you want to share 
your graduation with can’t celebrate with 
you.”
Opulauoho said the planning committee 

considered moving commencement 
off-campus to “the Convention Center, 
Waikiki Shell, Neal Blaisdell Center, 
Honolulu Stadium, Lanikuhonua, Paradise 
Cove, Waipio Peninsula Soccer Stadium, 
Honolulu CC Aeronautics Hangar at 

Kalaeloa. These sites did not address the 
concerns, and given the class size, they 
were not suitable.”
Any location change must also be 

negotiated within the commencement 
budget. According to Opulauoho, 
approximately 60 percent of the budget is 
used toward equipment, which includes 
chairs, stanchions, signs and programs, 
while the remaining 40 percent pays 
for security including Honolulu police 
to assist with traffic, and other workers 
to handle parking, crowd control, event 
set-up and breakdown, audio, IT and 
custodial. 
Additional alternatives that did not 

involve moving locations were splitting 
the May 6 ceremony day into two dates or 
holding a virtual ceremony.
During the Associated Students of 

the University of Hawai‘i at West O‘ahu 
(ASUHWO) General Meeting on March 23, 
student senate representatives planned 
to communicate student concerns for 
commencement in their next meeting with 
senior staff. 
ASUHWO’s recommendations include 

providing a shuttle service for graduates 
and their guests with the option of 
charging a small fee to compensate for 
the cost of using a nearby parking lot as 
a shuttle station, drivers and security. 
Another recommendation is removing 
one of the restrictions on attendees by 
accepting drop-offs or increasing the 
number of parking passes issued to each 
graduate.
Recommendations made in response 

to the new procedures are not likely to 
take into effect until after the spring 
commencement.

Commencement Coordinator 
Leslie Opulauoho. Photo courtesy 
of UH West O’ahu

Photo courtesy of Kevin Bechayda
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 TV SERIES REVIEW

 BY JESICA YEE

Nintendo’s new game, The Legend of 
Zelda: Breath of the Wild, developed for 
the Nintendo Switch and Wii U video 
game console, is remarkable with its art, 
gameplay, story and the absolute freedom 
that is offered from the beginning. 
Compared to the past Zelda games, this 

one offers a different take on the world 
of Hyrule, and has gone far beyond my 
expectations.
The it is an open-world game from 

the start, and constantly gives you 
many interesting ways to get your 
curiosity piqued: new landmarks, hidden 
puzzles and enemy encounters. Despite 
the beautiful scenery of the cropped 
mountains, scorching desert and the huge 
plateau you start in, survival is key. 
It has tutorials to get you started, 

 BY CHERRIE MAE BALAO

 VIDEO GAME REVIEW: THE LEGEND       
 OF ZELDA: BREATH OF THE WILD

In a world filled with envy, gluttony 
and betrayal, Marco Polo starts an epic 
journey.

The series, set in China during the 13th 
century, captures the life of the famous 
Italian explorer, Marco Polo, played by 
Lorenzo Richelmy. 

Marco, only 15 or 16-years-old at the 
time, is found abandoned by his father in 
a foreign land only to be captured by the 
great Kublai Khan and imprisoned.

His father gave his only son, a great 
gift as seen by Kublai Khan, the power 
to secure trade in the silk roads, before 
promising to come back for him.

Marco Polo, once said, “My only fear is 
that I might awaken in my bed destined 
to live a common life once again.”

The series was created by John Fusco, 

who is known for his work as a writer to 
“Young Guns II” (1990), “The Forbidden 
Kingdom” (2008), “Spirit: Stallions of the 
Cimarron” (2002) and “Hidalgo” (2004). 
Aired on Dec. 12, 2014, the series is 
filled with adventure, drama and history.

“Marco Polo” rated 8.1 stars out of 
10 from IMDb; IGN gave it a 7 out of 
10. Rotten Tomatoes critics gave it a 24 
percent approval rating, but its audience 
has given it a 93 percent approval.

The quality of the series is superb—
each episode is basically a movie. 
The angles, lighting and costumes 
collaborate perfectly. There are intriguing 
characters who also display their point 
of views as well. A surprising amount 
of complexity can be found in its 
components of politics, religion, warfare, 
philosophy and anthropology.

Due to its overall quality, some 
consider it to be Netflix’s “Game of 
Thrones.”

Some fun trivia: All the actors did 
their own fighting scenes after being 
trained in kung fu. 

The only spoiler you can get is by 
knowing a little history—and some 

made-up history called creative freedom.
If you like “Spartacus,” this is definitely 

the series recommended for you.

Have you backed up your computer 
lately? If not, you might want to think 
about it. Imagine all the work you’ve 
done this year and last year and year 
before suddenly being inaccessible. 
Sure it’s not gone, but you can’t get 
to it; not to mention your pictures, 
movies, videos, or music. 
So, what does it mean to “back up 

your computer?” It means to make a 
copy of all the things on your current 
hard drive some place else. This could 
be an external hard drive or a cloud 
based system like Dropbox.com or 
Google Drive. The idea is that you 
have a separate space to keep a copy 
of your digital life and works. You can 
find external hard drives in stores 
and online for between $20 and a 
few hundred depending on size and 
style. If you decide to go with a cloud 
option, there are student plans that 
are free or cheap ($2-$10 per month). 
To be really secure you may want to 
consider investing in both an external 
drive and a cloud drive. If you’re 
just interested in testing things out, 
consider installing the Google Drive 
Utility app on your machine. This 
will allow you to automatically sync 
Google Drive files on your computer 
with Google Drive files on the web. 
It may involve a little time and 

effort now, but it can save you from 
having to rewrite an entire paper in 
the future. If you are interested in 
learning more, please visit the Office 
of Distance Learning’s website: uhwo.
hawaii.edu/distancelearning or by 
email your questions to uhwode@
hawaii.edu.

STUDENT
TECH TIP

but after that this game doesn’t bother 
to hold your hand to guide the way. 
Unfortunately, breaking pots and looting 
enemies for recovery items and rupees 
are no longer viable. You have to sell and 
cook food to get those items. 
Combat is brutal and is based heavily 

on your inventory management. Like with 
most games, you have to choose what 
to keep and what to throw out if your 

inventory gets full. Some 
of the items you pick 
up may or may not be 
helpful based on your 
environment. 
The best part is you 

can play the game at 
your own pace. The game 
offers both main and 
side quests, but if you’re 
not one for objectives, 

go ahead and just explore. The world of 
Hyrule is massive and densely packed 
with hundreds of things to discover. It 
is so easy to get lost in this world and 
venture around for hours and hours.
If you ever get the chance to play this 

game, take it. It will take your breath 
away.
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Public Administration Professor Dr. 
Ricardo “Ric” Custodio put UHWO students 
in action to promote and support Senate 
Bill 1294. 
Dubbed Operation: Pueo Storm, the 

coordinated initiative to promote the 
measure included urging University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu students to submit 
testimonies to the state legislature and 
enlist other students to join the effort. 
Film and social media campaigns were 
enacted and fliers and pamphlets were 
distributed as Dr. Custodio and students 
saw the bill through the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee in February. 
SB 1294 seeks to establish an Academy 

for Health Sciences within the University 
of Hawai‘i system. The proposed 
undergraduate academy would be based 

at West O‘ahu, 
and is intended 
to focus on 
improving Native 
Hawaiian, Pacific 
Islander and 
general health and 
wellness. Citing a 
concern for poor 
health and low 
college retention 
and graduation 
rates, especially 

among the Native 
Hawaiian population, the bill would also 
assist first-generation college attendees.
What began as an assignment for a 

Public Communication Campaigns course 
(PUBA 414) spread into a collaborative 
effort to include two more of Dr. 
Custodio’s courses, Health Ethics (PUBA 
477) and Intro to Health Professions 
(HLTH 120). Students wrote, submitted 
and practiced giving verbal testimony as 
writing assignments.
Lobbying for the bill was delegated 

among various committees which targeted 
key legislators, local high schools and the 
UHWO campus.
SB 1294 was introduced on Jan 25 by 

Hawaii state senators Kaiali‘i Kahele, 
Rosalyn Baker, J. Kalani English, Brickwood 
Galuteria, Michelle Kidani and Maile 
Shimabukuro. It passed the Senate on 
March 7 and was passed at a hearing in 

Campus Operation Pushes State Bill
Legislation seeks to establish Academy of Health Sciences
BY AARON KIILAU

Dr. Ricardo “Ric” Custodio. 
Photo courtesy of UH West 
O’ahu

the House Committee on Finance on April 
5. The measure would have statewide 
implications, potentially offering health 
education and services through the 
collaborative effort of all UH System 
campuses.
The bill would offer Native Hawaiians 

and Pacific Islanders both the medical 
and educational benefits of a university-
based health sciences program. Initiatives 
would begin in high school by providing 
prospective students first with “college 
readiness programs,” and then with 
options to one of three health science 
pathways: biomedical (including medical, 
nursing and dentistry), behavioral work 
(social work, community health and 
public health), 
and allied health 
(respiratory, pre-
professional, long 
term care, etc.) 
Native Hawaiian 
and Pacific Islander 
professionals would 
also be recruited to 
lead and develop the 
program.
Though based at 

the Kapolei campus, 
the measure would 
have statewide 
implications, 
potentially offering 
health education and 
services through the 
collaborative effort 
of all UH System 

From left, Jaimeanne Bantug, Sool Abdirahman, Latanya Edwards 
and Ryan Bradley Domingo outside the State capitol after giving 
testimony for SB 1294.

UH West O‘ahu students meet up with House Legislators.

campuses. The bill would appropriate 
more than $2 million for 20 permanent 
faculty and staff positions for the 
proposed undergraduate health sciences 
academy. 
In an email, Dr. Custodio tells his 

students: “This is how you leave a 
legacy, so that your children will tell their 
children that you stood up for something 
and, more importantly, you took action.” 
He signs it, Acta non verba—action, not 
words.
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Sustainable Fashion
Choose eco-conscious clothes for spring and summer

BY ADRIENE UNPINGCO

In September, fashion’s top designers 
unveiled the latest trends for the 2017 
Spring/Summer Season on the runways of 
New York, London, Paris and Milan. 
Nautical stripes and neutral colors, 

such as the khaki shades featured by 
Burberry, dominated this season’s ready-
to-wear collections, according to Harper 
Bazaar’s “Spring 2017 Runway Report.” 
Household name Tommy Hilfiger combined 
its iconic red, white and blue stripes with 
“athleisure,” or athletic wear worn for 
leisure, and festival-inspired ensembles.
Like all high-fashion trends, the styles 

showcased during the last Fashion Week 
will be quickly manufactured and mass 
produced by fashion retailers. The appeal 
of catwalk-to-closet sends dozens of 
shoppers to retailers to update their 
wardrobes season after season. This 
practice, known as “fast-fashion,” is a 
major contributor to the culture of waste 
in the United States.

“I think that 
fashion definitely 
needs to take 
a sustainable 
tone because 
the world we’re 
creating around 
us is ‘more and 
more and more’ 
when there’s less 
and less and less. 
It’s frustrating 

to see the world’s resources used in an 
inefficient way,” said George Kalantzis, a 
senior Political Science major.
However, sustainable fashion may be 

easier said than done. “Being green with 
clothing is difficult because we don’t 
know what’s ‘green’ and which companies 
support being green,” said Mark Miguel, a 
Business Management major. “It’d be so 
much easier if we were educated about 
it.”
Here are some ways to be eco-conscious 

while prepping your closet for the warm 
seasons ahead:
Stop the fast-fashion binges. As the 

saying goes, you get what you pay for. 
Fashion retailers are able to sell trendy 
clothes at affordable prices because 
much of the clothing is made from cheap 

synthetic fibers, such as polyester, nylon 
and acrylic.
As a result, fast-fashion pieces easily 

pill and lose shape after a few washes. 
Keeping up with the latest trends might 
seem inexpensive at first, but the price 
of replacing worn clothes within a short 
period of time 
quickly adds up. 
Go on a thrifting 

“treasure hunt.” 
Shopping at 
thrift stores and 
consignment 
shops hits all 
three points of the 
environmentally-
friendly mantra 
“reduce, reuse, 
recycle.”
Thrift stores accept 

donations of gently 
used clothing and 
curate them to be re-sold to the public. 
Rather than being thrown into overflowing 
landfills, the unwanted clothing is 
recycled and reused by new owners, 
who might still see value in the donated 
pieces.
Since most thrift stores carry clothing of 

all categories and brands, the racks are 
filled with endless choices ranging from 
’90s-style floral shift dresses to brand-new 
Rix Island Wear aloha shirts. “You can find 
a lot of clothes if you shop at thrift stores. 
I thrifted all of my denim jackets,” said 
Michael Wiolame, a Nursing major.
An entire outfit—shoes, top, bottom 

and accessories—can cost as little as 
$20. Thrifted items can be “upcycled,” or 
repurposed in a way that increases their 
value. For example, you could cut the legs 
from a vintage pair of Levi’s high-waisted 
jeans and fray the new ends to make a 
pair of casual shorts, perfect for spring 
and summer.
Thrift shopping is not without a few 

challenges. Shuffling through the dozens 
of hangers can be time-consuming, and 
finding an item that fits your personal 
taste and your size is not a guarantee. 
For some, just the idea of wearing clothes 
previously lived in by a stranger can take 
some time getting used to.
 “Some people don’t like to wear other 

people’s clothes, but just because it’s 

used, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t go and 
buy it,” said Fhamela Agmata, a Nursing 
major, “Clothes are clothes.”
On O‘ahu, you can find your own hidden 

treasures at several thrift shops. Including 
Savers, Goodwill and The Salvation Army.
Donate for discounts. Fashion retailers 

sometimes reward eco-conscious 
shoppers with special coupons or 
discounts for participating in their brand’s 
sustainability initiatives.

In 2014, American Eagle Outfitters 
(AEO) in partnership with I:CO (I: Collect) 
established recycling centers in over 
800 chain stores across North America. 
Customers were  encouraged to recycle 
their unwanted jeans with a coupon for $5 
off their next purchase of a pair of jeans.
Currently, H&M is offering 15 percent off 

your entire purchase when you bring in a 
bag of donated clothes. 

Invest in Sustainable 
Environmentally-friendly clothing lines 

are created from sustainably grown 
crops and recycled materials. Because 
the production process requires extra 
care and time, the end-products cost 
significantly more than their fast-fashion 
counterparts.
Many sustainable brands can be viewed 

and purchased entirely online. Notable 
online brands include Reformation, 
Alternative Apparel and Everlane. Items 
usually start from around $50. 
Transitioning from fast-fashion to 

sustainable wear is a difficult task, 
especially as the fashion industry 
constantly pushes new trends into 
the social sphere. Before you shop for 
new warm-weather clothes this spring 
remember, being “green” is always in 
season.

Savers in Waipahu offers bargains for thrifty shoppers.

George Kalantzis
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CAMPUS
   VOICES

What is something only people 
from Hawaii do?

 “Howzit with the shaka.”
—Irvin Santos, Healthcare Administration 

sophomore

 “Speak pidgin.”

— Mark Miguel, Business Management 
sophomore

 “Buy food from people in white vans.”

— Zeren Mandac, Accounting, freshman

 
 “We refer to each other as aunteh, unkoh, 
braddah or sistah.”

—Joy Delgado, Business Management, sophomore

 “Wearing sandals when you are not in the 
sand.”

— Valen Prendergast, undeclared, freshman

 “Something you can only find in Hawaii is the 
aloha spirit. Most people are welcoming and 
ohana-based. We love hard and treat everyone 
as family; always willing to lend a helping hand 
when needed, and even when not.”

— Kehau Kahanu, Psychology, senior



Walking the Red Carpet
BY AUSTIN WANDASAN

UHWO film students recognized at Hawai‘i European Cinema Film Fest

University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu students from the Academy 
for Creative Media were honored at the 8th Annual Hawa‘i 
European Cinema Film Festival Awards on March 31 at The Moana 
Surfrider, A Westin Resort & Spa.
August Harrington, a Creative Media major, was part of a group 

of students that helped to produce a promo calling for students 
to submit to the festival. 
“We spent a Saturday up at Tantalus working from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. on the project, which was revealed at HEC,” he said. “It was 
a real honor to be invited to the event. But it was so awesome to 
experience the HEC Gala with my classmates in my senior year at 
UHWO.”
To recognize the students’ work, the HEC presented a $5,000 

check to the university. 
At the festival, Ludi Lin, who portrayed the Black Ranger in 

Saban’s “Power Rangers,” received the Rising Star Award. Pierce 
Brosnan, best known for his role as James Bond, received the 
Vanguard Award.
The event opened in classic Hollywood-style, with a red carpet 

leading to the entrance of the Moana Surfrider, also known as 
“The First Lady of Waikiki.” Guests were treated to an array of 
pupus served by The Pig & The Lady, Koko Head Cafe and others. 
The attendees included Avian, Eric and Yusuke from “Terrace 

House: Aloha State.” 
Local celebrities attending the gala included reigning Miss 

Hawai‘i Julie Kuo and Miss Hawaii Teen Lauren Teruya. Also 
attending was Sonya Balmores, who will play Auran in the latest 
addition to Marvel’s expanding television sphere, “Inhumans,” 
filmed in Hawai’i.


