
Gamification… 

shhhh, don’t tell anyone this 
is fun!!



Aloha!
Kawehi Sellers (aka Game Master)

Assistant Professor

Hospitality & Tourism Education Program

Kapiolani Community College, Honolulu, Hawaii



Minute 2 
Win It



Objective
× Two Minutes
× List as many GAMES you can 

think of
× Think about playground games, board 

games, card games, computer games, 
mobile apps….



And the 
winner 

is...



� not an avid gamer
�         twister, scrabble and uno
� tasked with researching and 

implementing “gamification”
� not a digital native
� had help
� This is what I came up with...

Game Master Disclaimer



STEPS TO GAMIFICATION
FIT
Determine if 
gamification is 
the right fit

NAME CHANGER
Are you ready 
to use a new 
set of 
vocabulary?

LEADERBOARD
Can you manage 
a weekly 
leaderboard to 
show your 
students how 
they rank in the 
class? 



STEPS TO GAMIFICATION continued
IN-CLASS GAMES
Develop 
appropriate 
in-class activities 
that provide a 
safe/low stakes 
environment for 
students to fail 
(and learn)

PRIZES and 
BONUS POINTS
Be willing to 
dish these out

TAKE IT ONE GAME 
AT A TIME
Don’t need to 
completely 
overhaul your 
class, unless you 
have the time



Fit?

� YouTube does it!
� Restaurants do it!
� The Army does it!
� Local Libraries do it!
� Mom and Dads do it!



Fit?
× Gamification is the use of game design 

in non-game contexts
× HOST 101 is an intro class
× 50% enrolled are non-majors
× “Hands-on”
× Does this fit your personality and 

teaching style?



Name changer
Graded Coursework
Students
Homework
Reviews
Tests & Final Exam
Attendance & Participation
Extra Credit



Name changer
Graded Coursework
Students
Homework
Reviews
Tests & Final Exam
Attendance & Participation
Extra Credit

Challenges
Players
Quests/Brain Busters
Brain Crushers
Mini Missions & Final Mission
Skill Boost or Skill Up
Bonus Points
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Created by Steph Nelson, Electronic Resources Coordinator, KapCC Lama Library using Google Sheets



In-Class Games

× Kahoot!
× Word Searches
× Puzzles
× Match Games
× Blurt
× Search & Find

× Jeopardy
× Student-Made 

Games
× Quizlet
× Quizizz



PowerUps
(10 extra minutes on next Mission) 
awarded when Levels 2, 5 and 7 are 

reached.



“We like 



Bonus Points & Prizes 
Be willing to 
give bonus 
points, one 

point at a time!

Pens...Pencils..
Highlighters...Granola 

Bars...Rice Krispie 
Treats..Hand 

Sanitizer...Starbuck’s Gift 
Cards



What Students are Saying
We check the 
leaderboard, 
like, all the 

time!

96% of students say they 
check the leaderboard to see 

how they are doing

Everytime I see the leaderboard, I was 
motivated to do better.  It made me try 
opportunities to get bonus points and 
get higher score on my Mini Mission.

“I’ll take the bonus points….or a 
plate lunch.” LOL

98% of students feel that giving 
PowerUps, Bonus Points and Prizes 

is fair
“Having games helped me stay 
interested in the topic instead of 

just having a lecture.”  

86% of students would 
rather play games instead 

of having more lectures88% of students say the leaderboard 
motivates them to do better



“I feel like I’m going 
To educational pokemon 
and medieval times where i 
can catch em all and slay 
dragons.”



#challengeaccepted



4.67
How FUN is this class?

Scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).



3.54
How CHALLENGING is this class?

Scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).



4.54
How MOTIVATED are you to come to this 

class?
Scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).



4.55
How USEFUL are the gamification techniques 

to your success in this class?
Scale of 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much).



Take it one 
game at a time!

Semester 1 - In-Class Games & 
Prizes

Semester 2 - Name Changers
Semester 3 - Leaderboard and 

all!



Now, Are you 
ready to 
play?
Any questions?

You can find me at kawehils@hawaii.edu



Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
× Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
× Photographs by Startupstockphotos

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://startupstockphotos.com/

