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February 6, 2012 
 
 
TO:             FACULTY, STAFF, AND STUDENTS 
 
FROM:           LEON RICHARDS, CHANCELLOR 
 
RE:        PROMOTING A CULTURE OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS AT KAPI‘OLANI CC 
 
Kapi‘olani CC is designated as the University of Hawai‘i Community Colleges' Health 
Education Campus.  Given this recognition, the College is striving to promote a culture of health 
and wellness on campus so as to reduce the health-related factors that research shows have a 
negative effect on student learning, achievement, and success. These factors are such challenges 
as stress, violence/assault, eating disorder/problems, alcohol/substance abuse, mental health 
issues (e.g., depression and anxiety), etc. 
 
We have already made great progress toward establishing a culture of health and wellness at 
KCC through our various academic programs and co-curricular activities: our nutrition studies in 
the Culinary Arts program; our Nursing, Emergency Medical Services and Health Sciences 
programs, especially Exercise and Sport Science; providing the services of a mental health 
counselor; supporting an active Violence Prevention Task Force and dynamic Service Learning 
activities, etc. To continue the directions set by these academic programs and related activities, I 
appointed a Tobacco Products Policy Task Force, which was asked to examine the issues related 
to the use of tobacco products on campus and to seek input from the College community on how 
best to address these issues. 
 
On February 3, 2012, based on the College's Tobacco Products Policy Task Force's 12/1/11 
recommendation to me, on input from the campus' authorized governance organizations, and on 
the guidance of UH Policy E10.102, I announced to the Task Force that the College will 
implement a two-phased policy to establish Kapi‘olani Community College as a non-smoking 
campus to reduce tobacco use and to protect the health of all members of our campus community. 
 
In the first phase, beginning August 14, 2012, smoking on the KCC campus and parking lots will 
be prohibited, except for specifically designated areas adjacent to the major student parking lots 
(i.e., Lots A, B, C, D, and E).  In other words, there will be no smoking on campus except where 
specifically designated in areas adjacent to the parking lots.  The second phase of the policy will 
be initiated August 19, 2013.  As of that date, smoking will be prohibited in all areas of the 
campus, including all parking lots. KCC will become a no smoking campus. 
 
This policy is being implemented to ensure that everyone who visits or works or studies at 



Kapi‘olani CC is protected from exposure to second-hand smoke, which is known to cause 
cancer and disease.  Such a policy can only be successful and the campus can only be a place of 
health if everyone accepts the responsibility for their own health and promotes the health of their 
fellow Kapi‘olani CC community members.  For more general information concerning the 
University of Hawai‘i Tobacco Products Policy and FAQs see 
http://www.hawaii.edu/smokingpolicy/faq.html . 
 
Finally, my gratitude to the faculty, students, and staff of the Tobacco Products Policy Task 
Force for a job well done.  I look forward to their continued good work and leadership on 
promoting a culture of health and wellness at Kapiolani CC. 
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