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EDITORIAL

“A house divided against 
itself, cannot stand,” said Abra-
ham Lincoln in 1858. He spoke 
these words regarding the na-
tional divide resulting from the 
northern and southern states’ 
opposing views on slavery. 

But the sentiment is relevant today, and cautions us 
against tribal politics.

Tribal politics is when people defend their political 
party and its dogma without any facts and figures. Trib-
al politics is exemplified in voting against a candidate 
or a policy because it is not from your political party, 
no matter how beneficial it may be; for example, un-
insured red voters rallying against the Affordable Care 
Act.

The more threatened we feel, the more we look 
to our tribe. We also look for someone to blame. But 
who is benefiting from the growing animosity between 
groups? And why is everyone so angry and hateful? 
We should all listen to Martin Luther King Jr., who said,  
“stick with love ... hate is too big a burden to bear.”

But is it all lies and fear-mongering? For example, 
what's with this “caravan?” One side says it's rapists, 
drug dealers and terrorists. The other side shows wom-
en walking with babies and young children. Who do 
you believe? Most likely whichever rhetoric your tribe 
plays up.

It seems everyone feels threatened these days. It 
was mainly this fear that led many Americans to vote 
for Trump. I still don't know whether reverse racism 

is legit or an imagined claim. I do know that the “BBQ 
Becky” and “Coupon Carl” types are not helping to 
strengthen this claim. 

The staunch adherence to party lines has under-
mined cooperation and compromise in government. It 
also demonstrates party disregard for the very aim of 
government. Thomas Jefferson said: “The care of hu-
man life and happiness, and not their destruction, is 
the first and only object of good government.”

The current polarization is not only reflected in 
growing social inequality.  Cable news, social media 
and other partisan media outlets fuel racial and ethnic 
divisions and the rise of far-right organization like the 
Proud Boys.

 An independent press is important for democracy, 
since it allows people to participate in honest discus-
sion. That is why we need unbiased news sources. The 
press is a bulwark against tyranny, a watchdog that 
holds powerful people and institutions accountable. 
Therefore, the press cannot kowtow to any administra-
tion or party.

 While we are not on the verge of destruction, our 
current national divide should alarm us. The American 
people and their political leaders must recognize that 
fueling tribalism for short-term political gain is danger-
ous. Ask the targets of mail-bombing suspect Cesar 
Savoc and Robert Bowers, the alleged shooter at the 
Pittsburgh synagogue.

It’s Time to End Tribal Politics 

LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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This email is a direct response to "Paying Hom-
age to Indigenous People," by Anthony Amos (Oc-
tober issue). I find this literature ethnocentric and I 
take it as a personal attack on my genealogy being of 
both Meso-Americans (Maya) and Spanish ancestry. 
Since the first counter-argument in today's society, 
especially at the University of Hawai‘i, is a plethora 
of "ism's" e.g. racism, nationalism, yet let us not 
forget the homegrown accepted localism used to 
describe the legitimized discrimination toward we 
"haoles." 

This editorial is a direct assault on my personal 
sovereignty as Mr. Amos is not an "indio" and there-
fore has no right to speak on behalf of my people 
or the Europeans who, as the Polynesian people, 
colonized distant lands. In keeping with the finest 
traditions of the University of Hawai‘i, this holiday 

was stripped away from myself and those of us 
who also share a Spanish background and given to 
Hawaiian students, by offering poke and, better yet, 
catering to local students, totally disregarding how 
actual Indians feel. 

Lastly, the attack on men by the Editor-In-Chief is 
unnecessary and sexist, however I understand why 
it is accepted as Sen. Hirono called men "preda-
tors." I am a veteran of the United States Army, and I 
defended all peoples of this country during my time 
as a professional soldier. I find this type of indoctri-
nation disruptive. 

                                Joey L.Garcia III
                  UHWO Anthropology President

The Hoot welcomes submissions from readers, and reserves the right to edit for length and conformity to style.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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By CHERRIE MAE BALAO

Birds

Title IX of the Higher Educations Amendments 
of 1972 Act protects individuals from gender dis-
crimination and sexual violence. The University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu explicitly informs all commu-
nity members as to which behaviors are intolerable 
due to being personal rights violations; in addition, 
reassures that all investigations will be a fair due 
process for all parties involved.

According to the university’s 2018 Annual Se-
curity Report: “Examples of prohibited conduct 
include, but are not limited to: sexual harassment, 
sexual exploitation, sexual assault, dating vio-
lence, domestic violence and stalking … UH West 
O‘ahu must provide an equitable process to both a 
Reporting Party and a Responding Party.” 

Said reassurances provided by Title IX do not 
circumvent the fact that there is a startling amount 
of women who continue to be victimized. The Na-
tional Education Association offers an alarming 
assertion: “Nearly 1 in 3 women will survive sexual 
assault or violence in their lifetime. Many of those 
women will not come forward for fear of shame, 
not being believed, or being revictimized.” 

This information, collated from national sta-
tistics, suggests that all one has to do is look to 
their right and to their left, and chances are you are 
looking at someone who is a survivor of a sexual 
violation. 

The Washington Post claims that the Trump 
Administration has redefined what it means to be 
a fair investigation pertaining to sexual assault re-
ports, and changed the rules regarding investiga-
tion and recourse. Writes Post reporter Nick Ander-
son: “The action crystallized a pledge Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos made on Sept. 7 to replace 
what she called a ‘failed system’ of civil rights en-
forcement related to campus sexual assault. In her 

view, the government under President Barack 
Obama did not strike the right balance in protect-
ing the rights of victims and the accused.” 

This statement substantiates a paradigm shift 
in national ideology which shapes institutional 
policy. Along with this shift comes inconsistency 
and confusion. Anderson also writes: “Terry W. 
Hartle, senior vice president of the American Coun-
cil on Education, which represents college and uni-
versity presidents, said schools are likely to take 
a cautious approach while they await definitive 
rules.” 

The Trump Administration has left standards 
up to the choice of school officials; thus, initiating 
concern regarding legal action based on proceed-
ings. Not having consistent policy hinders the op-
portunity for survivors to seek the protections that 
they require.

Student safety continues to be an issue of con-
cern, as shown during a recent UH Alert email that 
“a report was made this morning of an unknown 
male suspect parked in Parking Lot B of the KapCC 
campus. The male was observed to be inappropri-
ately touching himself.” 

Individuals like this threaten the safety of our 
communities.

Knowing the ambiguity of the Trump Adminis-
tration’s revision of Title IX, the best course of ac-
tion to take if suspicious observations are made, or 
if traumatic experiences are survived or shared, is 
to seek the advice of a campus counselor.

Title IX: An Unclear Path 
By RICHARD STANGE

THE HOOT

EDITORIAL

Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos

VOICE IT.          SHARE IT.
The Hoot would like to share student opinions, art, accomplishments and contributions 

to the community and campus. Please send name, contact information, stories and pictures 
to thehoot@hawaii.edu. 
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Plans are underway to install PV systems on 
buildings across the campus

There are no solar panels on the roofs of the five 
buildings University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu uses for 
classroom and administrative purposes. And the Ad-
ministration and Allied Health Building, which is set 
to open on Dec. 12, also is devoid of solar panels. 

Since December 2016, however, a ground-mount 
solar photovoltaic (PV) system is producing 500 kW of 
renewable energy on campus. The solar farm behind 
Building F, the maintenance facility, has offset the 
university’s purchased power by 10 percent to 15 
percent, according to the University of Hawai‘i’s An-
nual Sustainability Report. Each of the five buildings 
on campus receive 100kw.

“We plan to put up photovoltaics panels. It's not 
enough to offset our entire energy cost, but it will help 
us,” Vice Chancellor's for Administration Kevin Ishida 
said. “We are doing as much as we can to help us 
generate our own electricity. We are planning on uti-
lizing some of the funding we get to put up as many 
PV panels as we can on every new building onward.”

Robert Henry, the UHWO facility manager, said 
“one decision the university will have to make is 
whether the roof would be the best choice of place-
ment for solar panels, or if expanding on the ground 
would be better.

“The main problem with roof panels is access,” 
Henry said. “They’re difficult to get to since they’re 
so high up and placed at a steep angle, which makes 
any potential problem an arduous task.” 

The university is working toward the state’s sus-

Solar Panels to Power Up at UHWO 

“ We hope to reach the Net zero 
goal. We are really trying to do 
whatever we can to reach that goal. 
We have the UH President David 
Lassner's support, since it was his 
initiative, and he is working with 
us to achieve the net-zero goal by 
2035.” 
  — Kevin Ishida

tainability goals endorsed by the legislature in the 
Aloha + Challenge (Hawai‘i Green Growth) and the 
Hawai‘i State Sustainability Plan. Hawai‘i is working 
toward a goal of 100 percent renewable energy by 
2045. Hawaii is the first state to make such a commit-
ment. 

UHWO students see the topic of renewable en-

ergy as important to the planet’s future. 
Jacob Wright, a sophomore majoring in Sustain-

able Community Food Systems, said, “the university 
could be doing a lot more if it wants to be sustainable. 
For instance, it could invest in overhead solar cano-
pies in the parking lot to provide shade while gener-
ating green energy.” 

“West Oahu should set up a composting system 
with Da Spot cafeteria like the program at Punahou 
School. It would have a greater impact in terms of 
sustainability,” said Dion Dizon, a senior majoring in 
Anthropology.

On June 8, 2015, Gov. David Ige signed HRS 304a-

UHWO facility manager Robert Henry, with the solar 
system behind the maintenance building.
PHOTO BY JENO TOLENTINO

By LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO 

FEELING THAT END-OF-SEMESTER CRUNCH? 
If you're feeling lost and need help with research, contact a refer-

ence librarian. There's a variety of ways to reach out: You can visit the 
Reference Desk, call (808) 689-2703, email uhwolib@hawaii.edu or 
"chat" via our westoahu.hawaii.edu/library/
TEXTBOOK COST: $0 - LIST OF SPRING 2019

The Textbook Cost: $0 designation means that students will not 
have to pay any out-of-pocket fees to take the course, other than the 
cost of tuition. To view the list of TC: $0 courses for Spring 2019, go to 
bit.ly/uhwo-tc0.
COURSE RESERVE COLLECTION

The library's Course Reserve Collection consists of textbooks for 
some courses. Make sure to check this list (bit.ly/uhwo-lendinglibrary) 
at the beginning of the Spring semester to see if your textbooks will be 

available in the library. For more information about Course Reserves, 
visit westoahu.hawaii.edu/library/services/course-reserves/.
CITING SOURCES? 

The library’s citation guide explains citations and their basic ele-
ments, while giving concrete examples of how to properly build cita-
tions, and how to weave in-text citations into a paper. It also serves 
as a jumping-off point to other useful citation resources (generators, 
managers, Purdue OWL, etc.). Visit guides.westoahu.hawaii.edu/citing
CONNECT

The library is uhwolibrary on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. Tag 
the library in pictures you take in the library and library staff will re-
post their favorites.

Library Notes

119 which requires the University of Hawai‘i to estab-
lish a collective goal of becoming net-zero in regard to 
energy use, and produce as much renewable energy 
as all campuses consume by Jan. 1, 2035. 

“We hope to reach the net-zero goal. We are real-
ly trying to do whatever we can to reach that goal. We 
have UH President David Lassner’s support, since it 
was his initiative, and he is working with us to achieve 
the net-zero goal by 2035,” Ishida said.

Other UH campuses are ahead of West O‘ahu in 
terms of reaching the sustainability goal. By 2019, UH 
Maui will be among the first campuses in the nation 
to generate 100 percent of its energy from on-site so-
lar installation and battery storage. 

“West O‘ahu intends to include solar in all future 
projects. The campus’ buildings are set up east to 
west, not only to catch the breeze, but also to get as 
much sunlight with as little heat as possible. This, in 
turn, saves money,” Henry said. “The steep angles of 
the roofs are mainly for appearance, but they are per-
fect for solar panels.” 

Ishida also said the university is looking into 
some funding from the UH System to conduct stud-
ies on utilities usage and possibly doing a micro grid. 

“We are trying to look at the energy use on our 
campus to see whether net-metering or converting 
to a microgrid system is better for the campus,” Ishida 
said.
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As the University of Hawai‘i - West O‘ahu contin-
ues to expand, such as the new Administration and 
Allied Health Building and the development of the 
new parking lot, ASUHWO President Rawley Riccio 
said he wants to elevate students’ voices and pro-
tect students’ best interests. 

Riccio says he ran for a position with the Associ-
ated Students of the University of Hawai'i at West 
O'ahu because of his passion for “grassroots move-
ments.” He wants to utilize his position in office to 
strengthen the collective voice of students on cam-
pus so that they can prompt positive change for the 
student body. 

During this term, Riccio plans on improving lo-
gistical issues that have come up among student 
clubs and leadership. For example, he is “looking 
into how the ASUHWO can alleviate the struggles 
of having to get the food permit for student-run 
events.” 

He also intends to address facility needs such 
as “the lack of changing tables in the restrooms” for 
children. 

One of our senators, Aloha Espinosa, has been 
working on an initiative to fly only the Hawaiian flag 
during Hawaiian independence day for the majority 
of the school day. Currently the school does fly the 
flag by itself on La kuʻokoʻa. “We recently amended 
the resolution that was passed by the previous sen-
ate to provide additional justification for this mea-
sure,” Riccio noted.

Additionally, ASUHWO has worked to further 
expand the Lending Library program. A bill was 
passed at the beginning of the semester to provide 
the program $4,000 to expand its collection. Lend-
ing Library is a collection of textbooks that students 
may utilize for their classes. This program was initi-
ated in hopes to help reduce the cost of textbooks 

Approximately 200 students will be honored 
during the Fall 2018 Commencement on Saturday, 
Dec. 8, at 9 a.m. in the Lower Courtyard.

Seating will begin at 8 a.m. The commencement 
also will be streamed on the UHWO website.

"It's a celebration, a feeling of accomplishment. 
We are commemorating that milestone," said Leslie 
Lynn Opulauoho, Director of Student Development 
and the overall chairperson for the event.

Keith Hayashi, the award-winning principal of 
Waipahu High School, will be the keynote speaker. 

The UHWO band also will be performing. 
"The focus of the commencement is the gradu-

ates, we really try to make the commencement all 
about them," Opulauoho said.

There will be honor cords to distinguish stu-
dents who will be graduating with a 3.75 GPA or 
higher, and a red, white and blue honor code for 
veterans. 

"We also acknowledge students who have been 
involved in honor societies, clubs and organizations 
on campus," Opulauoho said.

By DEREK SAFFERY 

ASUHWO President Seeks to Strengthen Students’ Voices
Five Senate seats filled during special fall election

President: Rawley Riccio Vice President: Jayce Oda

Secretary: Anna Nguyen Treasurer: Sabrina-Kuuipo 
Magdato

Freshman Class Senator: 
Alyssa Cabingas

EDUC Division Senator: 
Paige Pagaduan

Junior Class Senator: 
Sydney Millerd

PUBA Division Senator: 
Jaicelynn Aleka

BUSA Division Senator: 
Taimane Revolorio

DE Division Senator: 
Caitlin Tachibana

Executive Board

Senate

SSCI Division Senator: 
Anthony Amos

Student Caucus Ambassador: 
Christielove Aloha Espinosa

for students. 
According to Riccio, student feedback is impor-

tant. Although surveys are a common tool to gather 
students’ opinions on issues and concerns around 
campus, he feels its an impersonal way of collecting 
students’ concerns, and he prefers to gather stu-
dents’ feedback by talking story with them around 
campus. He also encourages students to attend 
ASUHWO meetings.

To place an item on the ASUHWO’s meeting 
agenda or to review the minutes of previous meet-
ings, go to the ASUHWO’s website or email them at 
asuhwo@hawaii.edu. Additionally, they can also be 
reached on their Instagram or Facebook.

The ASUHWO recently completed a Special Fall 
Election to fill five vacant Senate seats, with 126 
ballots cast. The Fall 2018-Spring 2019 student gov-
ernment leaders are:
EXECUTIVE BOARD

President: Rawley Riccio
Vice President: Jayce Oda
Secretary: Anna Nguyen
Treasurer: Sabrina-Kuuipo Magdato

SENATE
Freshman Class Senator: Alyssa Cabingas
Sophomore Class Senator: Vacant
Junior Class Senator: Sydney Millerd
Senior Class Senator: Vacant
Business Administration Division Senator: 
Taimane Revolorio
Distance Education Division Senator: 
Caitlin Tachibana
Education Division Senator: Paige Pagaduan
Humanities Division Senator: Vacant
Public Administration Division Senator: 
Jaicelynn Aleka
Social Science Division Senator: Anthony Amos
Student Caucus Ambassador: 
Christielove Aloha Espinosa
Student Caucus Ambassador: Vacant

FALL 2018 COMMENCEMENT 
200 Set to Walk on Dec. 8
By LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO
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The University of Hawaiʻi – West Oʻahu 
will celebrate the opening of the two-story, 
43,000-square-foot Allied Health and Admin-
istration Building on Dec. 12.

The event, open to UHWO students, facul-
ty and staff as well as the general public, will 
be from 10 a.m.-noon. The new building is 
the sixth addition to UH West O‘ahu since the 

campus opened in 2012. 
“I've never seen a build-

ing with this type of look 
before. The structure has 
a unique design that is dif-
ferent from the rest of the 
buildings on campus,” said 
senior Dianne Duldulao, a 

Hospitality and Tourism major. “I am excited 
to see what the inside looks like.” 

According to UHWO, the building’s three-
dimensional texture was inspired by the geo-
metric patterns found on traditional kapa, or 
Hawaiian fabric. The roof line was influenced 
by the gabled roofs of sugar mills.

“I think it’s a big plus to the university and 
to the students. The extra space will make it 
easier for more students to reach their aca-
demic goals,” said junior James John IV, a 
Business and Administration major.

By LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO

Public invited to join students, faculty for the Dec. 12 event
UHWO’S NEW BUILDING TO BE UNVEILED

 The building was de-
signed by Perkins+Will’s LA 
Studio in collaboration with 
Hawai‘i-based KYA Design 
Group. KYA reports that the 
building includes a rainwa-
ter catchment tank designed 

to support more than 5,000 square feet of ir-
rigated landscape and bioretention systems 
to maximize site water conservation, filter 
stormwater and eliminate pollutant discharge 
to the campus’ storm-drain system. 

"Our newest building, with its beautiful 
landscaping and innovative design (homage 
to our mountains and place), welcomes back 
to campus our administrative teams, which 
have lived off campus for several years,” said 
Chancellor Maenette Benham. 

“We also celebrate the new home for our 
signature Health and Life Sciences programs 
to a building designed to engage students, 
faculty and professional in epic thinking and 
collaboration. They will benefit greatly from 
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary en-
gagement in our state-of-the-art classrooms 
and research laboratories. 

“I have no doubt that these new learning 
and teaching spaces will have tremendous 

Dianne Duldulao

James John IV

impact on the quality of students and gradu-
ates!"

Tours will be available for the community 
to get a sneak peak of the new building before 
the Spring 2019 semester. 

PHOTOS COURTESY UHWO COMMUNICATIONS
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Dr. Gloria Niles 

Public Services Librarian Carina Chernisky (left) and Rian Barreras, an instructional 
designer for the Distance Learning Center.

A major contributor to the burden of fi-
nancing a college education is the same at the 
University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu as it is at 
all institutions of higher learning: The cost of 
textbooks.

 “It’s no secret that textbooks can be in-
credibly expensive,” said UHWO Public Ser-
vices Librarian Carina Chernisky. 

The innovative Open Educational Re-
sources (OER) program, being implemented 
at UHWO and across the UH System, offers a 
way to reduce the strain on students’ pocket-
books. 

“With OER, instructors are given the op-
portunity to take more ownership of their 
teaching materials, and to adopt or create 
OER that best meets the needs of their class,” 
Chernisky said. 

“The beauty of OER is that it is highly cus-
tomizable, so the instructor can choose to use 
or omit certain portions of a wide variety of 
high-quality, openly-sourced content. When 
an instructor uses an OER textbook, it ben-
efits his/her students who gain access to this 
content for free. 

“It also benefits the scholarly communi-

ty,” she adds, “who can access those materi-
als, reuse it for their own purposes and build 
upon it to improve the quality and the overall 
breadth of content and research.” 

Chernisky said OER is being used at UHWO 
by Thomas Scheiding, assistant professor of 
Economics, and Janet Wang-Lee, a lecturer 

By ANTHONY AMOS

OER: A Textbook Game-changer? 
Some UHWO class utilize the Open Educational Resources program  

for Biology 100. 
“The UHWO Com-

mittee's goal is to 
raise awareness of 
the wide variety of 
high-quality OER 
materials available 
so that more instruc-
tors feel comfortable 
using or creating an 
OER textbook for 
their course,” Cherni-
sky said.

In a survey in 
spring 2018 on textbook costs and usage, 274 
students’ responses were gathered from vari-
ous class standings and majors. According to 
the findings, 86 percent of students purchase 
or rent textbooks for their classes. More than 
half of the students preferred renting when 
possible because it is cheaper. 

The study also claimed that 92 percent of 
the students surveyed spent $101 or more—
some exceeding $401—on textbooks each 
semester, yet the usage of the textbooks vary 
from only using it up to 15 times to some us-
ing it for more than 50 times. 

“Most of the textbooks I have purchased 
have helped a lot,” said one of the student re-
spondents in the survey. “They help me with 
studying extra review questions at the end of 
each chapter, clarifying topics I didn't quite 
understand during lecture and being pre-
pared for lectures by doing the assigned read-
ing. They were worth the purchase, but I don't 
think they're worth the amount of money I 
have to pay.” 

Other findings of the survey include the ef-
fect on registration for classes and the grow-
ing concern among students about textbook 

costs. Additionally 84 per-
cent of the respondents 
had not heard of OER.

“Open licensing allows 
the creator to give permis-
sion to share their work 
with others in ways that 
provide more flexibility 

than copyright alone,” said Dr. Gloria Niles, di-
rector of Distance Education . “The delivery of 
information electronically has resulted in in-
formation that is more readily available, and 

“ With OER, 
instructors are given 
the opportunity to 

take more ownership 
of their teaching 
materials, and to 

adopt or create OER 
that best meets the 

needs of their class.” 
—  Carina Chernisky

traditional copyright laws were created prior 
to the digital era leading to more constraints 
than the creator may have intended. 

“Open licenses, such as Creative Com-
mons licensing, allows others to retrieve, 
reuse, remix and/or revise the original work, 
depending on the type of open licensing the 
creator selects.” 

Under OER, copyright infringements can 
be avoided.

“Openly licensed work is generally free to 
access, which leads to the first benefit for stu-
dents,” Niles said. “Instructors who use OER 
for course content significantly reduce the 
cost of publisher-issued textbooks, which re-
duces the cost of education for students. 

“Another reason why students should take 
interest in OE,” she adds, “is the fact that in-
formation can be revised, meaning that your 
professor can revise the original work to make 
the content more relevant for their students. 
Openly licensing of information is changing 
access to education and information.”

Open Educational Resources is being im-
plemented for many UH courses.

“The UHWO OER Committee has been 
working closely with ASUHWO to empower 
and inspire our instructors to explore what's 
out there, and to consider ways to address the 
concerns of our students,” Chernisky. 

“In all of our joint textbook affordability 
initiatives—including OER, Textbook Cost: $0, 
and a lending library of textbooks—the ulti-
mate goal is to increase access to scholarly 
materials and to make college a more afford-
able endeavor for our students.” 

PHOTOS COURTESY UHWO COMMUNICATIONS
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What is the essence of philosophy? What 
does it mean to be a philosopher? What role 
does philosophy play in impacting perspec-
tives within our culture? Dr. Li-Hsiang Rosen-
lee, a Philosophy professor at the University of 
Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu, strives to answer these 
questions, and more. 

Rosenlee, UHWO’s only full-time Philosophy 
professor, stresses the important role that phi-
losophy plays in society. “They did a couple of 
studies, and philosophy majors had the highest 
entry income of all the Humanities majors. and 
even above some Social Sciences.” she said. 

“The ability to discern arguments, to discern 
assumptions, is so useful in every job.”

Rosenlee, who has a bachelor’s in Political 
Science, and earned a doctorate in Philosophy 
from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, has 
been teaching since 2001. She also is a pub-
lished author with her book, “Confucianism and 
Women.” 

Her passion and skills as an educator ex-
tends beyond the campus and across cultural 
barriers. As the keynote speaker for a recent in-
ternational interdisciplinary conference at UH-
Mānoa, Rosenlee said she enjoys opportunities 
to share the results of her research and experi-

Students with four hours to spare on Feb. 8 
are invited to take part in a “Wikipedia-edit-a-
thon” to be hosted by the University of Hawai‘i 
– West O‘ahu library in partnership with the Ho-
nolulu Museum of Art.

The museum recently digitized its mem-
bers' publication (1928-2017) and made it pub-
licly accessible via UH’s eVols repository. The 
digitized publication offers 90 years of consis-
tent documentation about not just the muse-

um and its collection, but also about the artists 
and art communities of Hawai‘i.

Participants in the Wikipedia-edit-a-thon 
will edit the entries for local artists and arts 
communities using the digitized publication as 
a citation. Training will be provided on the day 
of the event and participants will be treated to 
lunch.

For more information, contact uhwolib@
hawaii.edu.

FACULTY FEATURE

Rosenlee Conveys: Critical Thinking Skills

Want to be 
a Wikipedia 
Editor? 
Here’s How:

By MAPUANA CAREY

ence. 
“My latest research is on the concept of 

race,” she said. “That research got incorporated 
into this keynote speech, and thinking about 
the inception of the concept of race back in the 
18th century, how we got it, and what do we do 
with it now.” 

A majority of the audience for the UH-Mānoa 
conference were European scholars, she noted. 

“It was very interesting to share this research, 
and in some way help them to confront the flip-
side of the European enlightenment,” she said.

“I’m a Business and Administration major 
but I’m currently taking Rosenlee’s ‘On Friend-
ship East and West’ class. Rosenlee is cool and 
very thought-provoking. I definitely like com-
ing to her class,” said Scheherazade Kelii, a ju-
nior. “Philosophy definitely is a different way 
of thinking compared to my other classes, It’s 
a refreshing change that has opened me up to a 
whole new way of thinking.”

A few of Rosenlee’s philosophy classes next 
semester include “Intro to Philosophy,” “Philos-
ophy of Race” and “Feminist Philosophy.”

At a time of increased cultural tensions and 
uncertain political climates, 
Rosenlee makes it apparent 
how valuable the fundamen-
tal skills of critical thinking, 
learned through philosophy, 
can benefit society.

“(Philosophy) is a place 
where students can actually 

extend their consciousness boundaries,” she 
said, “and hopefully carry the skills with them, 
at which point it can kick in with their everyday 
lives.”

Scheherazade Kelii

Li-Hsiang Rosenlee, Philosophy Faculty

THEHOOT@HAWAII.EDU

LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“WORKOUT LIKE A UHWO
JOURNALIST, 
RUN WITH A STORY”

CONTACT
DAVID PUTNAM
FACULTY ADVISER
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As a die-hard Pokémon fan, I am always ex-
cited for new games to come out. So, on July 
6, 2016, Pokémon Go was no exception; I was 
hooked on the game, catching as many Poké-
mon as I could with other fellow trainers. When 
the crowd of Pokémon Go players died down, I 
was exceptionally sad.

That all changed in January when Pokémon 
Go released a worldwide event called Pokémon 
Go Community Day. Since then I have seen a 
huge revival of Pokémon Go players, including 
myself. What is the Pokémon Go Community 
Day event?

Every month, Pokémon Go picks a ran-
dom day to host the Pokémon Go Community 
Day and one Pokémon to be the star. For three 
hours, Pokémon Go releases that star Pokémon 
into the wild in massive outbreaks. Pokémon Go 
Trainers then have those three hours to catch as 
many of the star Pokémon as they can.

Why attend Pokémon Go Community Day 
events? Here are six reasons:

• For every Pokémon Go player that attends, 
every Pokémon caught gives its Trainer two 
times catch experience points.

• For every Pokémon caught, its Trainer gets 
two times catch stardust.

•  If any Pokémon Go Trainer (player) evolves 
the star Pokémon to its final evolution, it will 

learn an exclusive move that the species of 
Pokémon normally cannot learn.

•  For those three hours all Pokémon Eggs 
will hatch four times as fast.

•  All Lures planted at PokéStops will stay 
open for three hours.

•  For die-hard Pokémon fans (like myself, 
who know how Pokémon works), there is a 
chance of encountering the shiny variant of the 
star Pokémon. Yes, Pokémon Go now has shiny 
Pokémon.

So, where can you attend Pokémon Go 
Community Day on Oahu? Here is a special se-
cret Pokémon Go O‘ahu player: Meet at the Ala 
Moana Center between Starbucks and the new 
Food Court (The Lanai). Need extra room? No 
problem. You may also meet inside The Lanai. 
Don’t live on Oahu? No problem. Visit your lo-
cal parks and businesses. For those who do live 
on Oahu, stay safe, and come early as spaces 
(chairs) are limited.

Hundreds of players attend Pokémon Go 
Community Day. October’s event was Beldum, 
and it was super easy to get a shiny Metagross. 
November’s Community Day was Cyndaquil.

For more information on December’s Com-
munity Day, go to pokemongolive.com/events/
community-day/.

By NICHOLAS NII

VIDEO GAME REVIEW: 

Community Days 
Revive Pokémon 

Elizabeth Acevedo shares an expressionistic 
narrative composed in verse. The poetry leaps 
off of the page and into the stimuli of the reader 
as we are taken on the life journey of Xiomara, a 
young Dominican girl living in Harlem.

Raised by a seemingly absent father, even 
when he is around, and a demanding religious 
virtue-driven mother, she walks through high 
school hallways with questions about life. She is 
told that the sensations she lusts for are sins. Xio-
mara grows tired of having all of her choices pre-
determined for her. She struggles with authority 
figures in her life to carve out her own identity. 

X i o m a r a 
q u e s t i o n s 
church author-
ity, challenging 
its aetonorma-
tive violations. 
“Why does 
listening to 
His command-
ments mean 
I need to shut 
down my own 
voice?” The bat-
tle for her right 
to undergo 

natural and expected life stages as she matures 
into a young woman flows throughout this novel 
in free verse. She even deals with peer pressure, 
as her friends try to dictate her actions, and thus 
her identity to her. Caridad says, “sometimes I 
think I’m the only one trying to protect you from 
yourself.” 

Xiomara personifies independence by de-
ciding and forging her own identity. The notion 
of identity creation is a concept in which every 
adolescent and post-adolescent in high school 
and college can relate to. In high school, the act 
of deciding what clothes to wear and music to lis-
ten to is choosing a temporary identity. Following 
high school graduation, choosing a specific col-
lege major with a clear career path is choosing an 
identity for adulthood. 

“The Poet X” is a quick-read novel written 
completely in verse. It speaks to high school and 
college students, and is a perfect light read for the 
holiday season, after a semester of readings, pa-
pers, and exams.

By RICHARD STANGE

BOOK REVIEW:

‘The Poet X’Rosenlee Conveys: Critical Thinking Skills

DE Tech Tip
Digital Portfolios

Digital portfolios can be a good way to share 
your experience, abilities, and interest with pro-
spective employers. A digital portfolio can be 
created by tailoring a website to showcase your 
resume, curriculum vita, or completed projects.  
There are a few things you want to keep in mind. 
Make sure that your name is clearly visible in the 
header. Include quality photos or renderings if 
your work. Provide clear captions for your fea-
tures that provide background and context for 
your work. Design your site to be responsive to 
mobile device users. Make sure that you test it 
out on your own before sharing it with others. 

You can slowly build your digital portfolio by 
adding new material after every semester or at 
the completion of big projects. There are many 
sites to help you get started. Consider using one 
of these: WordPress.com, Behance.net, Google 
Sites, weebly.com, Wix.com, or Pressfolios.com. 
As with every other project, you may want to con-
sider brainstorming and making a plan before you 
sit down to put things together on the website. If 
you have questions about using specific tools or 
would like to request a tutorial, please send an 
email to uhwode@hawaii.edu. Additionally, you 
can find resources for other things related to dis-
tance learning at our webpage: https://westoahu.
hawaii.edu/distancelearning/student/.
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A healthy no-cook make-ahead breakfast 
for busy mornings. Best of all, it's easy to cus-
tomize with your favorite flavors. A mason jar 
or even an old jam or pickle jar can be used. 
Stash it in your bag and take it with you to class.

INGREDIENTS:
1/3 to 1/2 cup milk: dairy, rice or nut milk
1/3 to 1/2 cup oats: steel or rolled (I prefer 
steel)
1 tsp - 1 tbsp chia seeds, optional but 
highly recommended
Sweetener, optional: honey, maple or 
agave
1/2 banana, mashed, optional
1 - 2  tbsp peanut butter, optional

INSTRUCTIONS:

Add oats, chia, milk, peanut butter and hon-
ey to a mason jar. The peanut butter doesn't 
need to be completely mixed with the milk, 
doing so leaves yummy swirls of peanut but-
ter. Sometimes I blend 
or mash a banana with 
the milk in place of the 
sweetner. Add mix-ins 
for desired flavor. I add 
dried fruit, nuts, cin-
namon, and a pinch 
of salt, depending on 
what I have on hand.  
Don't add fresh fruit 
toppings until the day 
you plan to eat it. Stir 
and make sure all oats are immersed in milk. 
Then cover and refrigerate overnight or for at 
least 6 hours. 

The next day, open and enjoy as is or gar-
nish with desired toppings.

The options for add ons are endless-  maca 
powder, hemp hearts, yogurt, pumpkin seeds, 
dates, berries, or even protein powder. 

Overnight oats can be stored in an airtight 
container for up to five days in the refrigerator. 
The oats will continue to soften the longer they 
sit, which is why I prefer steel cut oats—but 
go for the rolled oats if you like your oatmeal 
super-creamy. I usually prepare five mason jars 
at a time.

By LOVERRA DI GIUSTINO

By WHITNEY MURPHY

RECIPE: 

Overnight Oats
Creamy, filling and ready to go

CAMPUS LIFE:
An Invitation to Harvest 

Every Tuesday, from 9 to 11 a.m., Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu students, faculty 
and staff are invited to the Hale to harvest 
fresh fruits, vegetables, herbs and other 
organic ingredients to encourage community 
members to eat organic and healthy. It also 
helps everyone to connect with the ’aina.

Pu‘u Zablan, the assistant director of 
Piko Project which works to integrate Native 
Hawaiian values into the university, said it’s 
important to connect with the ‘aina. 

 “The ‘aina, or our Hawaiian environment, 
is important to connect to or with because it 
is our elder, our kupuna. There are many life 
lessons to be learned,” Zablan said. “There are 
many ka‘ao (legends or myths) and mo‘olelo 
(stories and history) about our Hawaiian 
places and spaces that hold important wis-
dom and knowledge that we can all use to 
guide us in making important decisions, how 
we live life and finding our purpose, function 
and meaning.” 

In short, partaking in what the garden has 
to offer will inspire people to find other ways 
to reconnect with the ‘aina. 

Research shows that being in nature is 
good for your well-being—thus the garden 
gives students the opportunity to harvest and 

In celebration of LGBT History Month, the 
Student Activity Fee Board (SAFB) presented a 
free showing of “Moonlight” in C-208 on Oct. 
18.

“Moonlight” received many accolades, in-
cluding an Academy Award for Best Picture in 
2017. Written and directed by Barry Jenkins, 
the film depicts the coming-of-age story of 
the main character in three stages of his life, 
and explores the difficulties he faced with his 
sexuality and identity, including the physical 
and emotional abuse he endures growing up. 

The film contains an important message 
that speaks to the heart of those within the 
community and informs people of the varying 
faces of sexuality and masculinity through dif-
ferent phases of life.

Michael Karagiozis looks over 
the fruits in the UHWO garden.

de-stress from their classes. 
“It’s pretty cool that on Tuesdays I don’t 

have to worry about breakfast. I can just 
come down to the 
garden and grab 
some free organic 
fruit to eat,” said 
Michael Karagiozis 
a Creative Media 
junior. “I love all 
the free bananas. 
More students 
should take ad-
vantage of it.”

The garden 
sits between the classroom and laboratory 
buildings on campus.

“For one of my education classes we came 
down to the garden and harvested rosemary 
which we later incorporated into a healthy 
dish,” said Ku‘upuamae‘oleonālani Bingo, an 
Elementary Education sophomore.

Once a month, the UHWO garden crew 
also hosts a Harvest Party where students can 
get hands on experience. Students prepare 
the soil, build compost, plant fruit trees, in-
stall irrigation, sow seed and weed. Everyone 
helps harvest and share different recipes and 
spend time bonding over fresh produce. The 
garden staff urges students to wear comfort-
able clothing and shoes. 

MOVIE REVIEW: ‘Moonlight’ 
By  ALEXIS VALENTINE

As it 
played on 
the big 
screen, 
students 
got cozy with 
their pillows and blankets, enjoying the buffet 
of free popcorn from the snack bar. The snack 
bar also served a variety of rainbow-themed 
candies alongside rainbow decor and stream-
ers.  At the entrance was a photo booth with 
fun, lively props and balloons arranged to 
create the background of an LGBT flag.

Not only was it a night for students and 
guests to indulge in their inner cinephiles, 
but it also was about creating a comfortable 
atmosphere by coming together, embracing 
and supporting the LGBTQ+ community.

Michelle Zheng, Freshman; Josiah 
Kahala, Senior; Pearlena Stone, 
Junior; Sarah Capinpin, Junior.
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““Why do you or do you not believe voting is important?”

CAMPUS
   VOICES

Compiled by 
ANTHONY AMOS

“
ALEXIS BIANCA CHING
FRESHMAN, BUSINESS

Definitely important because 
one voice is not as powerful as 
multiple voices together.”

“
NOA NUA
SOPHOMORE, SCSF

Voting is important because it 
gives people a voice in government. 
If you want change you need to 
vote.”

““
BRADLEY RAMIL
SENIOR, SCSF

Right now, Trump is running 
the country and … majority needs 
to rule. So voting is important.”

“
APRIL ALAIMALO
SOPHOMORE, BUSINESS

It’s the voice of the people, 
based upon whoever they choose 
to represent us. And whatever our 
decision, they make it happen. 
But for me, I think voting is a 
waste of time.”

LEAH-JEAN ECHAVARIA 
JUNIOR, PSYCHOLOGY

Because it’s part of your rights 
as an American and I think you 
should exercise your right to vote.”

“
CAITLIN SELENA GARCIA
SOPHOMORE, UNDECLARED

Yes, because, you get leaders like 
Trump, and we got to be better than 
that.”

NOVEMBER
30: Last day of instruction

DECEMBER
3-7: Final Examinations
5:  UHWO Winter Concert by University 
Band, University Chorus and Hawaiian 
Ensemble 6:30 p.m., Ka Makana Ali'i
6:  University Strings Inaugural 
Concert  7 p.m., library

What’s the 
Haps?
Campus Events Calendar

DECEMBER con'td. 
7:  Commencement Rehearsal 3:30 – 5 p.m., 
C208
8:  Fall 2018 Commencement Ceremony 
9 a.m., Lower Courtyard
12:  Fall 2018 grades available on STAR by 
noon

JANUARY
7:  First day of instruction



KARO-SINO NIGHT

INTRAMURAL SPORTS

SPLASH BASH

ACCOUNTING CLUB
PHOTO COURTESY UHWO ACCOUNTING CLUB

STAFF PHOTOS BY JENO TOLENTINO AND 
WALTER “JD” DENSON

A Fall to Remember...
The UHWO campus was a busy place throughout the Fall semester, with activities ranging from Splash Bash and 

intramural sports, to Karo-sino Night and club meetings, such as the Accounting Club (below).
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