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HUM 300 Transcript - Chase, Dani, Cherrie  

Interview with Dr. Yasmine Romero 

[0:00 - 0:30] (INTRO)  

Cherrie: Hello everyone, welcome to an episode of Spill the HumaniTEA. I’m Cherrie 
with Dani and Chase. Today, we have an interview with professor Yasmine Romer, 
who is an assistant professor and writing intensive committee chair in the Humanities 
Division in West O‘ahu. During the interview she discussed her research article: 
Encountering Internationalization in the Writing Classroom: Resistant Teaching and 
Learning Strategies  , as well as her stance on the humanities and more.  

[0:32 - 1:53]  

Dani:  So, first question: What university or universities did you attend?  

Dr. Yasmine Romero:  For my undergraduate, I was an English major with a 
linguistics emphasis; and this was at Boise State University in Boise, Idaho.  And it's 
kind of funny because I was actually not originally into English, I got into 
communication and journalism in particular because I wanted to write things. I got 
into it, took the first few classes, and I just really didn't like it.  So, I signed up for this 
class; this late night class: Non-fiction writing, and it just sold me. So, I got into 
English and then I got into linguistics and education, and specifically  

teaching speakers of other languages English. I studied abroad at Waseda University 
in Japan for half a year, and that was a really fun experience. So, I went on to get my 
masters in international education at the international Christian University in Japan as 
well.  And then, I decided to come back to BSU because I needed to work. And after 
a year, I decided to try and apply to the English program at University of Washington. 
And that's where I ended up going for graduate school, which is an amazing 
experience.  

[1:55 - 2:39]  

Dani:  So in your own words, what does the humanities mean to you?  
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Dr. Yasmine Romero:  So, it's interesting that you ask because I've always thought of 
myself as a social sciences person, and not necessarily strictly defined in the 
humanities. And what I mean by that is that I really love data, and I love working with 
data. But, what I would do is I would transcribe that, and analyze it. And that's the 
social scientist in me; I need it be data-driven. Where the humanist in me is thinking, 
"Okay, how do I approach this and interpret this data?" And so I feel like as a 
humanist that's really important; to bring the different fields together. You need to 
cross disciplines, cross perspectives in order to understand what the humanities is. 
And that means multiple perspectives is what I think defines the humanities.  

[2:40 - 3:40]  

Dani: So you’re article; can you give us a general overview? I already read it, but just 
for people that probably don’t know.  

Dr. Yasmine Romero:  This article is really a response to internationalization that's 
happening in classrooms across the nation. For this particular classroom and as you 
see in the article, it was after I was done writing the dissertation that I wanted to look 
back at the data and see other ways I could interpret or work with it. We started 
talking about it and start talking about what we could do and how we could re-see it 
or re-think it or re-interpret it. And so, out of those conversations, came this article 
which really is not only pinpointing points of impacts in which internationalization 
impacts students that come from students that come from countries that are not 
America. And thinking of what strategies can we use to teach students about being 
critical and creative writers and thinkers.  

[3:43 - 4:26]  

Dani: Do you think your study was an overall success?  

Dr. Yasmine Romero: I think it was a success in the sense of generating a discussion 
about strategies for teaching. Because I feel like when I'm working with teachers or 
training teachers with teaching writing or training students to do different types of 
projects; strategies for how to do those things can sometimes be unclear.  
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And in teaching in particular, sometimes it really is very individualized but it is also; all 
of your moves are influenced by something. So, I think it was a success in providing 
concrete strategies. But, I would like to see that generate more discussion; like, I wish 
we could hear back from people that read.  

[4:27 - 5:40]  

Dani: In your opinion, what is the crisis in humanities?  

Dr. Yasmine Romero: I think given our socio-political climate, the devaluing of 
humanist in education. Now, it feels very tool-oriented. But, I believe that skills; no 
matter if it's technological or written or spoken, needs to come with some critical 
reflection. Needs to come with some accountability and responsibility for creating 
socially responsible texts. And so I feel that the crisis in the humanities is the value of 
that can sometimes escape us. I think humanists believe that humanities and what you 
learn in humanities courses can apply to any focus; any job; any personal interaction. 
And so I think what it comes down to is just; I feel like so much is devaluing what the 
humanities can bring.  And creating those connections across what we see might be a 
division can lead us to more productive avenues for teaching, learning, work, and 
people-connecting.  

[5:42 - 5:47] (OUTRO)  

Cherrie: And there we have it!  

Thank you so much to professor Yasmine Romero for taking the time to allow us to 
interview her. And thank you so much for listening in to our podcast. Take care! 
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