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Art usually refers to the visual arts - things that can 
be viewed, drawn, painted, or sculpted. It not only 
involves tangible products but music, dance, poetry, 
drama, and abstract concepts too (Dissanayake, 
2015). Art and math do not receive an equal amount 
of classroom instruction time. Math is always 
evolving, and it is important that educators provide 
instruction that allows students to apply their 
learning to real-world situations (Lott, 2002). 
Students may not connect with math lessons because 
they don’t see how the learning could apply to their 
lives; Art integration can be the solution to this issue. 

Abstract

Introduction & Research Question 

According to an experiment conducted on 5th graders in the 
Republic of Slovenia, students showed a significant difference 
in mathematics achievement when they were engaged in arts 
integrated math lessons versus traditional instruction 
(Brezovnik, 2017). Listed below is a chart of the data that 
was collected in this study. 

Research Focus

Arts integration in math instruction guides students to 
higher achievement levels. Research proves that 
students who are provided with arts integrated lessons 
show better scores than students who are not. 
Students are able to have more concrete experiences 
with mathematics concepts, and therefore, they are 
more likely to connect the concepts to real-world 
situations. Art has the ability to reach students of all 
learning styles, and it should be used to leverage all 
students’ skills. Art integration elevates math 
experiences and results in higher achievement across 
the board.  

Conclusions

The incorporation of art provides students with the 
ability to work with different learning styles. Such as, 
being able to have verbal conversations, create 
illustrations, and work with manipulatives (Prince, 
2008). Many students believe mathematics is boring, 
hard, and has little use to the “real-world” (Granger, 
2021). Being able to incorporate art-integrated 
lessons can elucidate abstract concepts, create 
memorable visuals, and help bridge the divide 
between classroom lessons and real-world 
applications (Logue, 2016). If teachers were 
intentional about art integration in their math 
instruction, then students would show interest and 
higher achievement.  

How can teachers use art integration in their math 
curriculum and what are the benefits of it?
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