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It is said that many students have fear, stress, and anxiety when it 
comes to learning and doing math. (Broadkey, 2015) Through 
research there are many different strategies that teachers can 
implement to ensure that students do not have negative thoughts and 
feelings about learning math. When teachers use tools and strategies 
to make math more inviting to students, they will learn to love learning 
math and not see it as a subject they cannot do. When student 
engagement and positivity is used in the classroom, it will lessen the 
worry, stress, and anxiety that students may face when they learn 
math. Teachers can post positive quotes/posters around the 
classroom, give out student praise and acknowledgement, build open 
and positive relationships with students, and most importantly make it 
known that mistakes are okay! Learning from our mistakes only makes 
us stronger learners. By creating this type of mindset and environment, 
it will get students engaged and excited to learn math. They will be 
more open to learning math without the worry of failure or being the 
best at it.

Abstract

Introduction & Research Question 

. This research project is focused around two questions:

• How can teachers make math more inviting to their students?
• How can teachers make math more inviting in the classroom?

To support our research questions, research was conducted throughout the 
different field placement classrooms and students we’ve encountered.  We 
compared two classrooms (Class A and Class B) that we felt had a very 
positive, encouraging math environment (Class A) and a classroom that 
didn’t (Class B). We also interviewed a few of our field placement students 
asking them what math manipulatives they would want to see in their 
classrooms. Below is a graph of the students we interviewed.

CLASSROOM RESULTS:

Class A: Math poster hung on the white board for all the students to see. 
(Math poster encouraged students to do their best, never give up, and 
inspiring math quotes); Math formulas hung up; Times table; 1-100 table; 
Math games/tools (building blocks, counters, legos); Creating a safe, 
comfortable environment for students.
Class B: No math related posters hung up; Minimum math games/tools.

Research Focus

Through research, teachers can help to make math more inviting for 
students by creating a safe environment that builds students trust 
and confidence. Ways that can help to do this is by implementing 
the right to pass method. This will help to ease student’s stress and 
anxiety about having to provide the right answers and/or an answer 
at the time of being called on. Also, encouraging mistakes in the 
classroom as a learning opportunity. Making it known that there is 
nothing wrong with mistakes and it is apart of our learning process. 
Teachers should also be implementing questions that stimulate 
students’ curiosity. Teachers can also use other manipulatives to 
create an inviting environment by hanging  up positive math posters 
on their white boards, having math centers (includes math games 
and math tools such as counters, building blocks, legos, etc.); and 
sharing math videos with the students! 

Discussion

• Earning student’s trust and building positive relationships to 
make the students feel safe and comfortable when it comes to 
learning math.

• Implementing the “right to pass” method in the classroom will 
help ease student’s stress and anxiety about having to have the 
right answers and/or an answer at the time of being called on.

• Having students see mistakes as learning opportunities.
• Include math visuals so students can see math encouragement.
• Include math centers for hands-on activities for the students.

Conclusions

The main focus of this research project is how to make math 
more inviting to students and how we can show that in the 
classroom as well. Students have a love/hate relationship with 
math. It’s very easy to want to give up on math when you get a 
problem wrong, it can be discouraging especially if you were 
confident in that answer. Students should be able to embrace 
math and love the complications it comes with because that’s 
where the learning happens! If educators create ways to make 
math more inviting and fun even through the complications of 
it, then students will be motivated to strive forward, to not give 
up, and have a better/ positive attitude towards math. 

How can educators make math more inviting to students?
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