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The purpose of my research was to see how 
big of a problem drug abuse was in my town 
and if those suffering were aware of the kinds 
of help they could get.

Abstract

Results

More males are current or former drug users.
When asked about knowledge of resources:

Male users have been passed up for assistance for 
residential treatment programs.

Female users are unaware there are treatment 
programs for women.

Most users felt there was no point in trying to get help.

Introduction & Research Question 

Methods
A survey was conducted among 30 individuals living in the Hilo area.
Each individual was asked if they are a drug user or former user and if 
they were aware of possible resources available to them.
Some were able to give background on their situations.

Data Collection
In order to collect my data, I surveyed people in the community.
The question was if they were a current drug user, former drug user, or 
if they never used drugs.

Research Design & Data Collection 

Many individuals in Hawaii suffer from drug addictions or drug abuse. 
Based on the 30 people who were interviewed, there were a mix of 
those who are current drug users, former drug users, and those who 
have never used drugs.  These individuals were also asked on 
whether they were aware of resources that are available to them and 
what the circumstances were behind each of their circumstances.  

- Why are more men susceptible to drug use?
- Why are more women unaware of resources available for drug 
abuse?
- Why were more men passed up to receive the help they needed 
with their drug abuse problems?

Discussion

Conclusion

Based on my results, I have concluded that 
drug users continue to use even when they are 
aware of the resources that are available to 
them. Many users feel there is no hope in 
getting assistance because when they have 
previously tried, they were denied the help 
because of lack of assistance. 

Conclusions

Men Women

Received Assistance 5 1

Passed Up for Assistance 6 3

Aware but Assistance not needed 2 6

Unaware 2 5

Introduction

Drug abuse is a problem in Hawaii. So many people resort to drugs to 
push other problems to the side. Most drug users are unaware of 
resources that are available to them to get assistance with their drug 
abuse problems. Others however, are passed up assistance for those 
who are actively committing crimes and are being incarcerated. 

Research Question 

How many people are affected by drug addictions and are they aware 
of possible resources?

Hypothesis 

If 30 people in society are asked if they are a drug user and if they were 
aware of resources that could help them, then most of them would say 
they were drug users or former drug users that were not aware of 
possible resources because they were not offered the support or were 
passed up the opportunity for help.

Results

Figure 1. Amount of females who are 
users, former users, or never used.

Figure 2. Amount of males who are users, 
former users, or never used.

Table 1. Amount of current users, former users, or never used individuals who were passed up, 
received assistance, aware but did not need assistance, or unaware of drug abuse assistance.

Chart 1. Illegal drug use among college students
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