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Season’s Greetings
Mahalo to all you members for your 

kokua, cooperation and support over 
the past year. Here’s wishing you the 
best of new years.

James Brown,
President
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UPW State President James Brown 
holds trophy given him by his co-workers 
in the Refuse Division at a party last Nov. 
12. See page 7 for more pictures and 
captions.

New UPW Division Officers Elected
Last November our various Divisions 

went to the polls to select Division 
leadership for the next two years.

On Oahu, Brother Benny Rodrigues 
was elected to his first term as Oahu 
Division Vice President, narrowly 
defeating acting V.P. Sister Joseph 
Bucaneg. Sister Momi Tong was 
returned to office as the Private Sector 
Vice-President.

The Kauai Division re-elected 
Brother Joe Brun to serve as its Vice- 
President. Maui Division elected 
Brother Yoshio Murakami to his first 
term as V.P., succeeding retiring UPW 
officer Brother Benny Keau. On 
Hawaii, Brother Kiyoshi Nagata was 
re-elected to the post of Vice-President. 
(See news items inside for details of 
these and other Division races.)

Some 37% of 5,973 Oahu Division 
members returned their ballots. But of 
the 2,211 ballots returned, 648 had to be 
ruled out, since instructions had not 
been complied with. For instance, 592

Sisters Leatrice Kahalekulu (left), Oahu 
Division's new Secretary. Sister Lydia 
Joy (right), reelected as Oahu Division's 
Treasurer.
work of the Oahu Retirees Committee, 
which labored two full days on the 
project. See page 4 for the complete 
results of the Oahu Division races.

The UPW's 23rd Convention Banquet ended with a spirited singing of "Hawaii 
Aloha", as the delegates linked hands. See page 3 for a summary of Constitutional 
Amendments adopted by the Convention.

Brother Benny Rodrigues, Oahu 
Division's new V.P.
ballots were not counted because no 
signature appeared on the outside 
return envelope. In all, some 1,523 
ballots were tallied through the hard

Oahu retirees count ballots for the recent 
Division elections. The counting process took 
two full work days to complete, and the 
retirees did a very accurate and thorough job.

HGEA President Brother Takao Ito (left) and 
UPW President James Brown (right) at 
AFSCME Leadership Conference last 
November in Washington, D.C.

AFL-CIO President George Meany posed with 
our State Director Henry Epstein for this 
picture at the recent AFSCME Leadership 
Conference.

DAGS School Building Maintenance 
Workers Win 7 Foremen Positions

See P. 2 for Annual UPW 
Group Life Insurance 
Report Summary required 
by ERISA.

ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED!

Organizing Prizes Voted
by the UPW Convention

Effective this month, the UPW will 
pay $2.50 to each member for each non
member he or she signs up. This 
includes all units, both public and 
private, and is meant to encourage 
100% union membership in all UPW 
units. This policy resulted from the 
action of our last UPW Convention (see 
Resolution No. 28).

In the private sector, following a 
successful organizing campaign at a 
new unit, the person primarily 
responsible for the successful 
campaign will be awarded $1 for each 
person organized. For instance, a new

unit with 100 members signed up would 
result in a $100 award going to the 
person primarily responsible for the 
campaign.

So let’s get moving, and organize all 
our present units, aiming at 100% UPW 
membership, and try also to unionize 
more workplaces and build the strength 
and membership of our union. 
“Organizing the Unorganized” must 
remain a key on-going task of our union, 
not only for our sake, but for the sake of 
the many thousands of workers 
receiving very low pay and who have 
little or no job security. Let’s reach out 
and build our union.

Brother Albert Spencer, DAGS plumber. 
Brother Spencer, by the way, thanks all those 
who supported him in the last Division 
elections.

For more than three years, UPW 
members in the DAGS School Building 
Maintenance Unit have pushed and 
prodded management to fill seven 
foremen positions which have been 
vacant for years.

Finally, Brother Albert Spencer, the 
unit’s chairman, reports, the seven 
positions will be filled! This will come 
about as a result of a reorganization 
plan giving a little more responsibility 
to foremen and assigning them to areas 
with larger student populations. 
Applications for the foremen positions 
were due in by last December 2.

Spencer notes that they went through 
three business agents and three super
visors before the positions were

Decides MTL Workers Not Public Employees
HPERB Says Parking Fees Not Negotiable

The Hawii Public Employment 
Relations Board (HPERB) decided 
recently that public employee unions 
like the UPW could not negotiate 
employee parking rates. The only 
instance in which the union could nego
tiate over the parking rate would be for 
employees required to use their own 
vehicles at work.

HPERB did assert, however, that the 
State and City are “required to meet 
and confer with employee representa
tives on modifications of the parking 
rules, regulations, and rates, pursuant

to the Hawaii Revised Statutes.”
The UPW had joined with the HGEA 

last March in seeking a ruling on the 
question of negotiating parking fees.

MTL DECISION GIVEN

In a long-awaited 22-page opinion 
released last November 1, HPERB 
ruled that MTL workers are “hybrid” 
employees and not public employees 
covered by the Collective Bargaining 
law. The Board found: “Although MTL, 
Inc. is an instrumentality of the City and

its employees are, in fact, employed by 
the City in the operation of its public bus 
system, these employees are not, at this 
time, ‘public employees’ within the 
meaning of the Hawaii Revised 
Statutes. Only the Legislature or the 
City Council . . . can make them public 
employees” for purposes of Chapter 89 
(Collective Bargaining Law).”

The HGEA had initiated the HPERB 
hearings on the MTL issue, and our 
union joined in the petition. The MTL 
workers are presently represented by 
the Teamsters Union.

unfrozen. “The ball game was the 
same, but the players kept changing.” 
Business Agents involved in the 
problem included Bob Chang, Ron 
Taketa and Noel Ono, the present B.A. 
Spencer also credited Brothers Larry 
Hashimoto and Ralph Ornellas for 
helping to get action, noting that DAGS 
Assistant Director Carl Nakamura and 
Director Richard Nakamura also 
cooperated to get the positions filled. 
The filling of these positions may also 
open up some positions at the bottom, 
and lead to other promotions in the unit, 
and higher morale.

B.A. Noel Ono credits Brother 
Spencer as the main person pushing for 
filling the vacancies and staying with it 
over the years.
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Teamsters’ Raid at Queen’s
Violates Union Principles

Almost a year ago, we were contacted by a group of workers at the Kaiser 
Health Fund. They were very unhappy with the representation and service they 
were getting from one of the Rutledge “Unity House" unions, Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers Local 5, and wanted to switch unions.

The Kaiser employees were not anti-union. They just wanted a union which 
would give them better representation.

When we contacted our international, we were firmly told by AFSCME that we 
could not compete with the Rutledge union at Kaiser because of the AFL-CIO’s no
raiding provision in the AFL-CIO Constitution. We were told this meant any 
assistance to the dissidents at Kaiser, directly or indirectly.

There was a decertification vote at Kaiser, but no other union was on the ballot 
besides the “Unity House’’ one. Because they felt any union is better than no union, 
the majority voted to stay with Local 5.

This history comes to mind because of the raid by one of the “Unity House’’ 
unions against the UPW at the Queen’s Medical Center. On December 8, Anthony 
Rutledge filed a petition with the National Labor Relations Board asking for a 
representation election at Queen’s. Son Tony this time used the name of Teamsters 
Local 427. Tony is Secretary-Treasurer of Teamsters Local 427 as well as a paid 
employee of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ union.

AFSCME FILES COMPLAINT
Based on this raiding attempt by the Rutledge unions, AFSCME has filed a 

complaint with the AFL-CIO, charging violation of the no-raiding provisions of the 
AFL-CIO Constitution. The complaint points out that the Teamsters and the Hotel 
workers are really one and the same in Hawaii.

Similar complaints were filed by the Service Employees, AFL-CIO, when the 
“Unity House” group tried to raid the Service Employees at the Hale Koa Hotel, at 
Fort DeRussy. That case was eventually decided in favor of the Service 
Employees.

There are thousands of unorganized workers in Hawaii who badly need 
organization. It’s a real shame that one union has to spend their time and energy 
raiding another organized group rather than organizing the unorganized.

Just about the time that Tony Rutledge was filing his petition with the NLRB, 
the elected Secretary-Treasurer of Hotel Workers’ Local 5 was telling a press 
conference that that local had only 2.5 business agents servicing 10,000 members. 
He described the “Unity House” setup as a one man “dictatorship”.

In contrast to the situation at “Unity House”, we have a democratic union, with 
full participation by our rank-and-file. One of our difficulties at Queen’s has been 
some of our democratic provisions in our Constitution, which have been abused by 
a small group of dissidents at Queen’s Medical Center.

It was because of the confusion caused by Queen’s by the recall provision in our 
Constitution that I recommended to our recent convention repeal of the recall 
language. The convention saw fit to amend the recall language to require a 2/3 
petition before a recall is effective, instead of a 15% group of signatures.

QUEEN’S TALKS BEGIN
Negotiations at Queen’s are due to begin this month. This is the period for 

preparing demands and selecting a negotiating committee. We’re determined to do 
a good job in negotiations and fight for an excellent settlement. In the final analysis 
this depends on the strength, unity, and determination of the workers in the 
bargaining unit.

It’s unfortunate that these preparations for negotiations are being disrupted by 
the raiding attempt by the Rutledge combine, but I feel certain the members at 
Queen’s will stick together to defeat this raiding attempt and to go on to negotiate 
an excellent contract.

AFSCME is doing their part in Washington, with the Article 20 complaint at the 
AFL-CIO level.

Locally, we will give the full support of our entire union to our brothers and 
sisters at Queen’s to win the coming representation election and go on to a victory 
at the bargaining table.
ANNUAL REPORT ON UPW GROUP LIFE INSURANCE

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS PAGE IS IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS OF THE EMPLOYEE RETIRE- 
MENT INCOME SECURITY ACT (ERISA).

9 Experience rated contracts:
(a) Premiums:

(I) Amount received....................................................................................................................$732,967.10
(ii) Increase (decrease) in amount due but unpaid......................................................... - 0 -______
(Hi) Increase (decrease) in unearned premium reserve................................................... - 0 -______
(iv) Premiums earned, (i) plus (ii), minus (iii)......................................................................................................

(b) Benefit charges:
(i) Claims paid.......................................................................................................................$5991144.40
(ii) Increase (decrease) in claim reserves............................................................................. ($72,044.40)
(iii) Incurred claims (i) plus (ii)............................................................................................................................
(iv) Claims charged...................................................................................................................................................

(c) Remainder of premium:
(i) Retention charges (on an accrual basis)—

(A) Commissions............................................................................................................$ 8,419.48
(B) Administrative service or other fees.................................................................... 21,962.01
(C) Other specific acquisition costs.................................................................................................................
(D) Other expenses . ................................... .................................................................................................
(E) Taxes. ... (1.755% X $732^967.1 0)........................................ 12,863.57

(F) Charges for risks or contingencies.............................................................................................................
(G) Other retention charges..............................................................................................................................
(H) Total retention.............................................................................................................................................$ 43,245.06

(ii) Dividends or retroactive rate refunds. (Such amounts were £j paid in cash or Q credited.) ... - 0 -
(d) Status of policyholder reserves at end of yean

(i) Amount held to provide benefits after retirement.......................................................................................... ................. - 0 -
(ii) Claim reserves..........................................................................„...................................................................$417,380.60
(iii) Other reserves............................................. ;............................................................................................................ - 0 -

___ (e) Dividends or retroactive rate refunds due (do not include amount entered in (c)(ii)).................................. - 0 -

$732,967.10

$527,100.00
- 0 -

NOTE: GROUP INSURANCE CONTRACTS ARE EXPERIENCE RATED CONTRACTS:

LETTERS TO THE UNION
MAHALO!
We want to thank all of our Oahu 

members for giving us your support at 
the last election. We will do our best to 
make the rank-and-file’s voice ring loud 
and clear at our union hall and in the 
field. We hope you will join with us to 
make our union stronger and more 
united in facing our bosses and the 
challenges ahead.

Benny Rodrigues, V.P.
Albert Cummings &

Joe Rodrigues, Board members
Mahalo for pulling for me during the 

last election. Your strong support 
makes me more strong in my wish to 
really serve the rank-and-file and make 
our union a fighting union for all our 
members.

Charles Hanawahine, Sewers
Just a word of thanks to you members 

for supporting us in the last election. 
May the new year bring each of you the 
best!

Leonard Gouveia, 
Kenneth Silva 

James Toledo, BWS
My sincere thanks to all the rank & 

file members who voted in the recent 
election and have given me their vote of 
confidence for the years 1978-1979. 
During my term of office as an officer 
on the State and Division Executive 
Board, I will continue to do my best in 
carrying out your wishes and policies.

Kiyoshi Ishikawa
Oahu, Parks

Your support and votes were really 
appreciated. I am proud to be re-elected 
to the Board, and will do everything in 
my power to move our union forward, 
strong and unified.

Ruby Cup Choy,.
DOE Cafeteria Worker

Thank you for re-electing me to the 
Oahu Division Board. I will make my 
voice your voice in deciding on the 
important issues ahead of us. But come 
out to our regular monthly meetings, 
the second Thursday night of each 
month (7 p.m.). It will take all of us 
pulling together to make a difference.

Charlotte Kaluna
Mahalo for your support. May the 

New Year bring you the best.
P.C. Domingo

C&C Ambulance

HUNGRY POWER
Recipes for a Worker’s Budget

Mahalo to all our members for 
supporting me in my bid for a Board 
seat. Although I did not win, I appre
ciate your past support and the coopera
tion you gave me for the past two years 
when I served on the Board.

Hannah Kekahuna, Airport
My warmest mahalo to all those who 

voted for me for the Division Executive 
Board. Give me a chance, and, with 
your help, I will do my best.

Evelyn Kama

Mahimahi Chowder
• 1 pound Mahimahi
• 2 large potatoes, cut in 1" cubes
• 1 large onion, chopped fine

Dear Editor:
The action of the UPW convention in 

setting up a statewide retirees 
committee is greatly appreciated by 
our retirees. Naturally it will help us; 
but I also believe that in the long run it 
will be good for the union.

The retirees are a unique minority 
group. Every active member of UPW 
hopes some day to graduate and 
become a member of this minority. 
Therefore any actions the union takes to 
improve the lot of retirees will some
day rebound to the benefit of active 
workers.

Many of the problems that hit active 
workers, affect us more severely. 
Living on near fixed incomes, the 
retirees are harder hit by rising prices. 
The rising cost of medical care hurts 
senior citizens more because we are 
more prone to be ill. Housing for the 
elderly is scarce. Some older people are 
willing, able and in need of part-time 
work to augment that income, but for 
the elderly, finding work is more 
difficult.

So we, like yourselves, are interested 
in better retirement benefits; a national 
health security system; low-cost 
housing; federal aid to the cities; the 
creation of jobs; the protection of the 
collective bargaining rights of public 
workers’ unions.

I think that once we understand our 
common interests, the retired mem
bers can work with employed members, 
especially at the legislature, for the 
good of all.

Thanks again to the UPW for setting 
up the retirees committee and for 
giving us some funds with which to 
operate. We look forward to a long 
period of cooperation.
Fraternally,
Max Roffman,
Oahu Division Retiree Unit, Chairman

• 1 can cream of mushroom soup
• 1/4 tsp. paprika
• 1 cup milk or cream

Directions:
Cook Mahimahi in water to cover for 10 minutes. Cook potatoes and onion together in 

boiling salted water. Add 1 cup potatoes-onion water to cream of mushroom soup diluted with 
1 cup milk and heat together. Add potatoes and onion. Add flaked fish and heat together 
under low flame for 5 minutes.
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Changes in UPW’s Constitution Adopted by the Convention
Delegates to our union’s 23rd Conven

tion adopted several very significant con
stitutional amendments. Following is a 
brief summary of these changes.
ARTICLE 3. The name “Hospital Division” was changed to 
“Private Sector Division”, comprising private hospitals, 
nursing homes and non-profit organizations.
ARTICLE 4. MEMBERSHIP.
SECTION 1. Provision added concerning UPW staff 
members: “In the event a staff member terminates or is 
terminated from the United Public Workers, his 
membership in this union shall cease on the effective 
date of his termination."
SECTION 5. Wording amended to read: “A rank-and-file 
member whose dues are not paid for more than thirty 
(30) days shall not be considered in good standing. A 
rank-and-file member in good standing may, if separated 
from the service where this union has jurisdiction, 
continue membership in the Union by keeping up the 
payment of such dues, or such member may receive an 
honorary withdrawal card.
SECTION 7. “Monthly dues shall be set at the Convention. 
Effective January 1, 1976, the following dues schedule 
shall prevail:

Active member — 1.5% of base salary.
Minimum ...................................................... $ 8.65
Maximum........................................................$15.00

Part-timers and Associate members .............. $ 7.65
Retired and pensioned members ....................$ 3.50

“Whenever this Union finds that the operating expenses 
exceeds its income, it shall, with the approval of the State 
Executive Board, submit a request to the Hawaii Public 
Employees Relations Board (HPERB) for a change of the 
base date of the above dues schedule.
“The base date for Private Sector Division members shall 
be November 1, 1977, until such time as the base date 
for public employees in our Union is reset to November 1, 
1977, or a later date. In the event a later date is set, the 
same base date shall apply to employees in both the 
public and private sectors.”

Sister Annie Delos Santos and other Big Island UPW members 
at the Union's last Convention.

SECTION 11. PENSIONED AND RETIRED MEMBERS. 
Provision amended to allow retired members to 
represent the local union or the Division, provided they 
are elected by the active members of their respective 
Divisions.

The Section now reads:
“No retired member shall be a candidate for elective 
office in a local union, council, or the International Union; 
provided, however, that this restriction shall not apply to 
service as a member or chairman of any committee, 
whether appointed or elected, except that no retired 
members shall serve as a member of any negotiating 
committee. A retired member may be a delegate to 
central and state bodies of the AFL-CIO, to councils 
chartered by the Federation, and to Conventions of the 
International Union and Local Union and shall in all other 
respects be eligible to represent his local union or 
council, provided, the retiree delegate shall be elected 
by the active members of their respective Divisions?
SECTION 13. Wording amended to read: “Membership 
activity shall be organized through units. A unit shall 
consist of ten or more members. Members who retire, 
may participate in retirees’ committees within the Union. 
“All requests for the formation of new units or the 
creation of additional units within any existing unit must 
have approval of the State Executive Board. This 
provision shall apply to existing units.”

TIME FOR SWEARING. Above, our UPW Airport Unit's new 
officers for 1978-1979 are sworn in by State Director Henry 
Epstein (right). From left to right. Brother Armando Gonzalez 
(graveyard shift steward). Sister Rocky L. Makuakane (swing 
shift steward), and Brothers Robert Subee (dayshift steward), 
T.W. Yuen (Treasurer), Louis B. Kahn (vice-chairman) and 
Byron Wallwork (Chairman). (Unit Secretary Polyanna Aki 
was not present for the picture-taking.)

Left to right. Sisters Mary Park, Josephine Magbanua, Carrie 
Tong, and Harue Tanouye worked hard on the Oahu Division's 
Hospitality Room at our last Convention.

ARTICLE 6. OFFICERS.
SECTION 1. Provisions amended by deleting this 
sentence: “A spouse of an employee of the UPW, 
including the State Director, shall not be eligible to run 
for any Division or State Office?
SECTION 6. DUTIES OF THE STATE DIRECTOR. The 
State Director no longer needs the approval of the State 
Executive Board to designate a deputy who may sign 
checks during the absence of the State Director. (Article 
7 also amended to remove the Board’s authority to 
appoint responsible persons to sign checks on behalf of 
the Union.) Language also added to provide that the State 
Director “shall recommend compensations for all 
employees under his jurisdiction to the State Executive 
Board.”
NEW SECTION: The Convention authorized the setting up 
of an Executive Committee, defined as follows:
“There shall be a seven (7) member Executive 
Committee composed of the State President, State 
Director and the Vice Presidents of Hawaii, Kauai, Maui, 
Oahu and the Private Sectors Division. They shall meet 
once a month in Honolulu and shall work closely with the 
State President. It shall hear reports and 
recommendations of the State Director and shall report 
to their respective Division Executive Boards on policies 
which need to be adopted by the State Executive Board. 
During the absence of any officer of the Executive Com
mittee, the same procedure as established in the union 
constitution shall be followed for temporary replace
ments? (Passed by a vote of 161 to 36, on roll call vote.)

ARTICLE 7. EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
CONVENTIONS.

SECTION 2. DUTIES. The Convention amended the 
provision to take away the Executive Board’s authority “to 
appoint organizers and/or field organizers, and to 
engage technical and/or professional services.” It also 
deleted the provision authorizing the Board to “designate 
responsible persons” to sign checks during the State 
Director’s absence.
SECTION 3. CONVENTIONS. The provision regarding 
balloting at conventions was changed to do away with 
write-ins. The tenth paragraph now reads: “Ballots shall 
be drawn up showing the names of all members in good 
standing who have been nominated. In the event there is 
only one (1) nominee for office, such nominee shall be 
declared automatically elected. Write-in names shall not 
be valid for any purpose? (The rest of the paragraph shall 
remain as it is.)

ARTICLE 10. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS.

SECTION 1. Second paragraph deleted. The paragraph 
provided: “Any member who accepts nomination for any 
State office during the convention shall not be eligible to 
run for any Division office during the same election 
period. This amendment shall take effect at the next 
regular convention.”
SECTION 2: Last sentence deleted and sentence added 
saying: “Write-in names shall not be valid for any 
purpose.” (Refers to Division elections.)

ARTICLE 11. ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE. Last 
paragraph deleted, since it was no longer applicable.

ARTICLE 13. VACANCIES. Amendment provides for 
procedure for filling vacancies in the posts of Division 
Secretary, Treasurer, or Secretary-Treasurer. It states: “A 
vacancy in any of these posts shall be filled by election at 
the next regular meeting of the Division Executive Board.

“In the interim, in the Oahu Division, a vacancy in the 
post of Secretary shall be filled by the Treasurer, who 
shall temporarily serve in both posts. A vacancy in the 
post of Oahu Division Treasurer shall be filled by the 
Secretary, who shall temporarily serve in both posts.

“In the event of a vacancy in the Secretary-Treasurer’s 
post, any member of the board appointed by the Vice- 
President with the approval of the Executive Committee 
shall assume the duties of the vacant post until the 
election is held?
ARTICLE 14. RECALL OF OFFICERS. Amendment 
raises the percentage needed for the recall of officers 
from 15% to 66-2/3%. Section 1 now reads: “To recall 
any officer of the Union, a petition setting forth the 
reasons and signed by 66-2/3% of the total membership 
in good standing who are eligible to vote forthat position, 
must be turned in to the officers of the unit. If the officer 
being recalled is a Division officer, the names of the 

petition shall be from at least 2/3 of the unit of that 
Division. If the officer being recalled is on the state level, 
the names on the petition shall represent 2/3 of the total 
membership of at least three divisions.”

ARTICLE 17. DELEGATES TO AFSCME 
CONVENTION.
The State Political Action Committee Chairperson is now 
to be listed as one of the delegates to the AFSCME 
Convention.

NEW ARTICLES:

UPW STATE RETIREE COMMITTEE. New article added 
to the UPW Constitution establishing this Committee. 
Provision reads:

“SECTION 1. There shall be a standing committee known 
as the UPW State Retiree Committee. It shall be chaired 
by the elected State Retired Chairperson who shall not be 
a voting member of the State Executive Board. The State 
Retired Chairperson shall be elected at the State 
Convention. The work of the UPW State Retiree Com
mittee shall be financed by six (6) cents per retiree 
member assessment, collected in conjunction with the 
regular union dues. UPW State Retiree Committee funds 
shall be accounted for and administered by the State 
Retiree Committee.
“The UPW State Retiree Committee shall consist of the 
State Retiree Chairperson, the State Director, the State 
President, the Division Vice-Presidents and the Division 
Retiree Chairperson of Oahu, Maui, Hawaii and Kauai 
and the Private Sector Divisions.
“All actions and recommendations of the UPW State 
Retiree Committee shall be subject to the approval of the 
State Executive Board.
“SECTION 2. There shall be a standing committee in 
each Division known as the UPW Division Retiree 
Committee. It shall be chaired by the elected Division 
Retired Chairperson, who shall not be a voting member of 
the Division Executive Board. The Division Retired 
Chairperson shall be elected by their respective 
Divisions. The work of each Division Retiree Committee 
shall be financed by nineteen (19) cents per retiree 
member assessment, collected in conjunction with the 
regular union dues. UPW Division Retiree Committee 
funds shall be accounted for and administered by the 
Division Retiree Committee.”

ARBITRATION COMMITTEE. The Convention approved 
adding an Article setting up an Arbitration Committee. 
This Article states: 

“SECTION 1. To assist the State Director on decisions on 
whether or not to take contract grievances of members to 
arbitration, an arbitration committee shall be set up and 
shall meet at least monthly to discuss and rule on the 
recommendations of the State Director and other staff 
concerning the merits of taking specific grievances to 
arbitration.

SECTION 2. Units 1 and 10. The Arbitration 
Committee shall consist of the State Director, State 
President, Director of Contract Implementation, Division 
Vice-President of the respective Division where the 
grievance originated, and the Negotiating Committee 
Chairperson (as applicable) of Unit 1 or Unit 10.

SECTION 3. Private Sector. The Arbitration 
Committee shall consist of the State Director, State 
President, Director of Contract Implementation, Division 
Vice-President, and the Unit Chairperson of the Unit 
where the grievance originated.

Sister Jessie Cavaco (left) and Brother J.B. Souza (center), 
newly elected Oahu PAC Chairman, pose for picture with 
other Waimano workers.

NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE BY-LAWS: The Convention 
authorized our Unit 1 and Unit 10 bargaining units to 
adopt by-laws for the operations of their negotiating 
committees, provided that they not conflict with the 
Constitution and that they be subject to the review and 
approval of the State Executive Board.
DE-SEXING THE UPW’S CONSTITUTION. Convention 
delegates approved numerous word changes in the 
Constitution so as to avoid using masculine pronouns 
and adjectives like “he” or “his” when the person referred 
to may be a woman. This was meant to avoid possible 
sexist references which imply that only a man might hold 
this or that post in the union.
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Con-Con Issues Vital To Workers
UPW Members Urged To Get Involved

The issues facing workers and all 
public employees unions at the next 
constitutional convention will be crucial 
ones. Thus, there is a need to examine 
closely the various amendments to the 
constitution especially those whose 
affect collective bargaining and the 
framework of our government.

Among the issues now talked about 
are: eliminating or further limiting 
collective bargaining rights and the 
right to strike of public employees; a 
unicameral (one-house) versus a 
bicameral (two-house) legislature; a 
stricter debt limit for the State; 
referendum, recall and initiative; 
election of school board members 
versus appointment of a school board; 
election of judges; limit to the number 
of terms a Governor may serve; capital 
punishment; equal rights and abortion 
rights for women; and reorganization 
of the executive branch.

DEFEND OUR RIGHTS
As a public employee union in this 

State, we must defend our interests at 
the convention. Article XII of the State 
constitution which grants the right of 
public employees to organize for the 
purposes of collective bargaining must 
be preserved if our union and our 
members hope to maintain its status
and importance in this State. Any “right 
to work’’ amendment threatens the 
existence of any "union and will 
adversely affect all of us. This type of 
amendment will outlaw union security 
clauses in contracts and result in 
weaker or no unions, and lower pay for
workers.

Oahu retirees worked two straight days 
counting ballots for the Oahu Division 
races.

Oahu Retirees Elect Officers
Last November 16 the Oahu Retirees 

Committee elected its new officers for 
the next two years. Brother Max 
Roffman, former UPW staff member, 
was elected to serve as Chairman, with 
Brother Adolph Samuels as Vice- 
Chairman. Sister Queenie Samuels will 
serve as Secretary, and Brother George 
Joy as Treasurer.

A six-member Board was also 
elected, consisting of Sam Hao, Mary 
Thompson, Brutus Hamm, Alfred Tam, 
Herb Gonsalves, and Henry Ako.

Brother Max Roffman, Oahu Retirees' 
Committee Chairman.

Unicameralism is an example of a 
current controversy which we must 
examine closely. The arguments for 
and against unicameralism must be 
weighed by this consideration — how 
will it affect unions in particular and the 
public in general. The same is true for 
referendum, initiative and recall.

Our Union in convention has already 
taken a strong stand against restoring 
the death penalty in Hawaii. Capital 
punishment has been applied mainly 
against poor and working class people, 
especially non-whites, and the UPW has 
historically been opposed to this kind 
of sanction. Those who want to restore 
the death penalty have pledged to make 
this a major issue at the Constitutional 
Convention.

Women’s rights is another major Con- 
Con issue, and our Local and our 
International, AFSCME, has supported 
the Equal Rights Amendment and the 
right of women to have abortions.

Stricter limits on government 
spending and borrowing can only lead to 
more cut-backs and speed-ups, as well 
as a lessening of service to the general 
public. Many departments are already 
understaffed, and a constitutional limit
on government spending and borrowing 
can only mean more hardships for 
public employees, and further slashes 
in the health, education and welfare 
budgets. With high unemployment, this 
is no time to be tying the hands of 
government in providing public 
services and jobs.

The Samuels and Herb Gonsalves, three of the 
new officers of the Oahu Retirees' 
Committee.

After the elections, the retirees 
enjoyed a Hawaiian lunch, and talked 
about plans for the coming years. The 
last Convention authorized the setting 
up of a statewide Retirees’ Committee, 
with 6¢ of each retiree’s dues going to 
the state committee, and 19¢ going to 
the appropriate Division committee. 
The retirees also look forward to the 
selection of a staff person to service 
their committee, with the salary 
coming from the committee’s funds; 
the Convention also approved this 
measure.

The Oahu retirees will install their 
officers next January 18, 9 a.m., at UPW 
Hall. All Oahu retirees are urged to 
attend this first meeting of the year, and 
help build a strong retirees’ program 
for the future.

Sister Mary Thompson will serve on the Oahu 
Retirees' Board.

UPW Members Encouraged To Run
Our union’s Political Action Com

mittee is encouraging UPW officers and 
members to run for election to Con-Con. 
If endorsed by the PAC, candidates who 
are UPW members will receive $250 
each toward their campaign expenses. 
Brother Kiyoshi Ishikawa of the Oahu 
Division has already filed to run, and 
others are preparing to do so. The 
deadline for filing is 4:30 p.m., April 20, 
and the election will take place on May 
20, 1978. Con-Con will convene in 
Honolulu on July 5, 1978, and delegates 
will be paid $1,000 a month beginning 
May 21 until whenever Con-Con 
adjourns (not to exceed $4,000), plus per 
diem payments. Proposals approved by 
Con-Con will go to the voters next 
November for a referendum.

A UPW member elected to Con-Con 
who takes leave from his or her job to 
serve, and presently makes more than 
$1,000 a month, will be entitled to a 
reimbursement from the UPW State 
PAC for the difference between the Con- 
Con pay and his or her regular salary.
WHO CAN RUN AND HOW TO FILE

Any qualified voter may run for Con- 
Con. You become a candidate by filing

AFSCME Council Proposal Discussed
At a morning session last December 

3, Brothers Jack Konno and Paul Hong, 
and Sisters Josephine Bucaneg and 
Momi Tong explained the concept and 
workings of the proposed AFSCME 
Council set-up which would unite the 
HGEA and UPW. The four officers and 
staff members were part of a UPW 
study team on the question. About 25 
UPW Oahu Division members were on 
hand to get their questions answered.

Sister Bucaneg objected to calling the 
AFSCME Council structure a 
“merger”, but said she felt the way the 
Council idea was pushed, before all the 
information got out to officers and 
members, was “probably wrong”. She 
said she now feels that a group should go 
around to the rank-and-file at Section 8 
and unit meetings to explain the 
proposal thoroughly.

Oahu Division Director Paul Hong 
spoke of the benefits of having a joint 
union structure with the HGEA, com
prised of more than 35,000 members and 
representing the largest union in 
Hawaii.

But Brother Benny Rodrigues 
countered, “Don’t talk about 35,000 
strong when we don’t even have 11,000 
strong yet. Let’s improve and 
strengthen our own union first!” He 
also said he felt the proposed Council 
gives too much power to too few. 
Brother Joe Rodrigues also spoke up 
from the audience, generally in favor of 
the AFSCME Council but proposing 
several changes.

Oahu Division Election Results
OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT
♦Benny Rodrigues________ _____  ... 733
Josephine Bucaneg.______ _______  676

OFFICE OF SECRETARY
♦Leatrice Kahalekulu. ______ 1,236

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (11 members)
♦Ruby Cup Choy____________  678
♦Charles Hanawahine.... ................... 671
♦Charlotte Kaluna____________  612
♦Albert Spencer........................   577
♦Peter Kealoha.........................   575
♦Dorothy Asam______________  570
♦Kiyoshi Ishikawa......................... 543
♦Joseph Rodrigues_________________ 516
♦Evelyn Kama......     512
♦Albert Cummings_________  510
♦Stanley Kimura 464
Walter Correa Jr......... ........    431
James Toledo ......... 431
Hannah Kekahuna   416
Gus Cobb-Adams.....     397
Gladys Auyong   381

nomination papers provided by the 
Lieutenant Governor’s office (State 
Capitol) and paying the $25 filing fee. 
The nomination papers must be signed 
by at least 15 qualified voters from the 
Con-Con district the candidate resides 
in. Con-Con districts are roughly half 
the size of the existing 27 representa
tive districts used for State House seats. 
There will be twice as many Con-Con 
delegates (102 in all) to be elected than 
there are Representatives serving in 
the House.

Sister Lydia Joy objected to talk 
against white collar workers being in 
our union. She said she favored the 
concept of the Council but didn’t like the 
approach taken thus far in studying and 
proposing it. One member, Brother 
Gary Pak, said that for him the real 
question was “whether the union was 
going to be more democratic or more 
bureaucratic with the Council.” He felt 
that it would probably just add another 
layer of officials on top of the present 
structure, and would not help the rank- 
and-file.

Questions of staffing and mutual aid 
fund control also came up, but Brother 
Konno said that “the HGEA is not 
interested in our assets,” and that “we 
could run the Mutual Aid Fund 
separately if we wanted to.” He 
believed, however, that the Fund would 
be “much improved” and strengthened 
by opening it up to HGEA members. It 
was also pointed out that no staff 
members would lose their jobs if the 
Council idea is put into effect, but no 
guarantee could be given concerning 
which staff members might be working 
with which units.

Brother George Joy pointed out that 
the present draft constitution for a 
Council is “only a draft” and could be 
amended after full discussion with 
officers, the rank-and-file and the 
HGEA. This seems to be the current 
approach of the study committee, and 
“Nothing will be shoved down 
anybody’s throat,” Sister Bucaneg 
asserted.

OFFICE OF TREASURER 
♦Lydia Joy 1,231
PAC CHAIRMAN 
♦John B. Souza....  1,200

Muriel Chong ....... 355
Harue Tanouye 355
Kenneth Silva __   351
Saturnino Villafuerte 343
Sarah Kaohele 341
Irene Valdez 337
Violet Acedillo 333
Jordan Aipolani... 316
Leonard Gouveia 310
Edna laea 284
Stanley Rodrigues 273
William Belknap 246
Placido Domingo 229
Josephine Magbanua 220
Tasi Alo.......................  182
Gary Pak 164
Write-ins.......... 10
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Maui, Lanai and Molokai
MAUI DIVISION PICKS NEW OFFICERS FOR 1978-1979

Sister Barbara Kukaua, 
newly elected Division 
Secretary - Treasurer, 
works as a Cafeteria 
Helper at Wailuku 
Elementary School Her 
husband John is a 
printer at Maui Pub
lishing Company. They 
have a daughter at Kam 
School and a son 
attending Waihee 
School. They live at the 
Hawaiian Homes hous
ing in Paukukalo.

Brother George Keko- 
na, the newly elected 
Board Member, served 
6 years as Wailuku Unit 
Chairman; 2 years as 
Education Chairman; 2 
years as Division PAC 
Chairman; 2 years as 
Division Sports Chair
man; and has attended 
6 UPW State Conven
tions.

Brother David Ayers is 
the newly elected Maui 
Division PAC Chair
man of the Maui 
Associate Services 
Unit.

Here are the results of the Maui Division elections held during the 
month of November. 480 ballots were counted. The new officers will serve 
for the next two years, from January 1,1978 through December 31,1979. 
Congratulations to all the winners! The balloting committee was chaired 
by Brother Charles Iwata and included Lei Vares, Robert Morioka and 
Jiro Ikemori.
VICE-PRESIDENT
*Yoshio Murakami 342

Masayuki Okumura 119
SECRETARY-TREASURER
*Barbara Kukaua 315
Adeline Maldonado 123

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER
(MAUI)
*George Kekona 219
Akira Tanaka 149
Francis Yuhara 92

DIVISION PAC CHAIRMAN
*David Ayers 218
Jerry Ponce 131
James Cabebe 100

WRITE-INS 2

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER 
(MOLOKAI)
*George “Mutt” Aea Sr. 323

* * * * *

Brother Benny Keau (left) is being presented a 
framed picture of himself by newly elected 
Division V.P. Brother Yoshio Murakami, to be 
placed on the "wall of fame" of retiring V.P.'s. 
Brother Keau also retired as a government 
employee on December 10, after more than 
43 years of service at Kula Hospital.

Bowling & Golf Turkey Sweepers

Brother Yoshio Murakami is the newly 
elected Maui Division Vice-President. 
He has served as Division Board 
Member during the past 2 years and is 
presently serving as one of the 
Executive Committee members of the 
UPW Negotiating Committee. 
Presently employed with the Depart
ment of Public Works as a Welder in

Brothers Toru Abe, left, and Tom 
Noda, right, were re-elected as 
Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer 
respectively of the Maui Division

Maui Sports Chairman Brother “Rip” Canto reports the 
following winners in last November’s bowling and golf turkey 
“sweepers”:

BOWLING (Men’s): Blackie Masumoto (687), Leo Barcoma (660), 
Leon Monios (646), John Kalehuawehe (638), George Kekona (634), 
Roland Enos (633), J. Matsumoto (616), Noah Leong (567), Al Hew 
(562), F. Purugganan (560), Hide Mizuki (558), Don Kalehuawehe 
(554), Irving Johnson (543); (Women’s): L. Kukaua (594), Liz Monios 
(590), Virgie Ripani (565), G. Harmon (548), J. Kanaha (543), Betty 
De Lima (539). Gift Certificates to: Pablo Ripani, G. Koga, Y. 
Murakami, P. Botelho, and Mitsie Loio.

GOLFING: J. Yamamoto (67), T. Sakatani (67), T. Takei (68), W. 
Correa (71), Alfred Carvalho (71), R. Nako (73), C. Iwata (73), J. 
Kuaana (74). J. Oyabu (75), D. Ayers (75), Jane Inouye (75), E. 
Morton (76), S. Honda (78), and N. Yagi (79). Gift certificates to: R.H. 
Enos, Y. Murakami, Roland Enos, T. Lau Hee, Chic Lamadora, and 
E. Arakawa. (Tournament held at Waiehu Golf Course.)

Congratulations to all the winners’

Sister Hilda Keau, Sewing Worker II at Kula 
Hospital, retires on December 31, 1977, after 
nearly 30 years of creditable service in govern
ment. Sister Hilda is the spouse of retiring 
Maui Division V.P. Brother Benny Keau.

From left to right are Brothers Robert 
Morioka, Charles Iwata, Jiro Ikemori, and

the Automotive & Equipment 
Services Division, he is also the shop 
steward.

Retiree Committee. Meeting was held 
at the UPW building in Wailuku on 
November 28, 1977.

MAUI DIVISION JANUARY MEETING SCHEDULE
Molokai Hospital Unit
Molokai Unit
Molokai Cafeteria & Custodians
Kaluapapa Unit
Makawao Unit
Kula Unit
Parks Unit.
Lahaina Unit
M.M. Hospital Unit.........
DAGS Unit
State Exec. Board .....
Retiree Committee
Custodian Unit
Hana Unit ........
Cafeteria Unit
Wailuku Unit ......
Transportation Unit
Associate Services Unit 
Division Executive Board

Tues., Jan. 10— 7:30 p.m. Hospital Conf. Room
Wed., Jan. 11— 3:00 p.m--------------County Garage
Wed., Jan. 11— 7:30 p.m.........Community Center

Thurs., Jan. 12—11:30 a.m--------- Paschoal Hall
Tues., 
Wed., 

Thurs., 
Thurs., 
Thurs.,

Fri., 
Sat., 

Mon., 
Mon., 

Tues., 
Tues.,

Jan. 17— 3:00 p.m...... Baseyard Office
Jan. 18— 7:30 p.m.....Keokea Park Pavilion
Jan. 19— 3:00 p.m. Division Headquarters 
Jan. 19— 3:00 p.m--------------County Garage
Jan. 19— 7:30 p.m. Division Headquarters 
Jan. 20— 3:00 p.m_______ Carpenter Shop
Jan. 28- 9:15 a.m. UPW Hall (Honolulu) 
Jan. 30—10:00 a.m. Division Headquarters 
Jan. 30— 7:30 p.m. Division Headquarters 
Jan. 31—11:30 a.m  Baseyard Office 
Jan. 31— 7:30 a.m. Division Headquarters

GREETINGS
Your PAC Chairman, Brother 

Charlie Iwata and family, wish all 
of you the Season’s Best Wishes for 
a Merry Xmas and a Happy New 
Year filled with Peace, Hope and 
Love!!

On Call by Unit Chairperson 
On Call by Unit Chairperson 
On Call by Unit Chairperson 

Fri., Jan. 13— 7:30 p.m. Division Headquarters

NEXT TIME: A Visit to 
Lapakahi State Historical Park 
to journey backward in time to 
Old Hawaii, and to meet the 
public workers who have devel
oped and maintained this in
teresting park.

Sister Lei Vares who were responsible for 
counting the ballots of the recent Division 
elections.

Newly elected officers of the Hale Makua 
Unit. From left to right are: Sisters Thelma 
Carvalho (chairperson); Joan Deeks, (vice
chairperson); Annie Pastor, Treasurer; and 
Alberta Almeida, Secretary. The meeting was 
held at the UPW building in Wailuku on 
November 28.

MAHALO!
Dear Maui Board Members,

It is with much regret that I conclude 
my term as officer on the executive 
board. There are many important 
issues for our union to deal with in the 
forth coming months and I am going to 
miss not being a part of this process.

To the newly elected officers of our 
own island board, I say “Congratula
tions”. You have been selected to posts

HAWAII
Hawaii Division

By Liz Ah Chin, 
Ballot Committee Chairperson

The following were recently elected 
for 2-year terms as Hawaii Division 
officers: Kiyoshi Nagata (Vice-Presi
dent), Hiroko Kawaoka (Secretary- 
Treasurer), and Ralph Louis and Yukio

at a point in time when you will be 
delegated the responsibility of making 
major decisions that will affect the 
entire Brotherhood of the UPW. This 
matter cannot be dealt with lightly and 
your actions must always reflect the 
wishes of your membership versus 
personal attitudes.

My special thanks to Al Carvalho, 
Division Director for his patient 
guidance during these two years. 
Mahalo to Adrian Hussey for his valua
ble assistance.

Seasons Greetings to all.
Fraternally yours,
Geri Ah Sam
Maui Division Sec./Treas. 1975-1977

Elects Officers
Nishimoto (Executive Board 
Members).

Mahalo to our Balloting Committee 
members — Sister Flora Song, Brothers 
Chris Ramos and David Rodrigues — 
for a job well done. Our gratitude also to 
Sister Ann Delos Santos, who served as 
our advisor.

Members of Hawaii Division's ballot-counting committee hard at work: left to right, Sister Flora 
Song, Brother David Rodrigues, Brother Yukio Nishimoto, Sister Liz Ah Chin, and Brother Chris 
Ramos.

HAWAII DIVISION JANUARY MEETING SCHEDULE

HATS OFF TO RETIREES!
The following Hawaii UPW members recently retired from active 

service:
ELIZABETH AH CHIN, Laundry Helper I, Hilo Hospital, 30 years service.
ALBERT AH SING, Golf Course Groundskeeper I, 12 years.
NANCY BORING, LPN II, Hilo Hospital, 34 years, 2 1/2 months.
ALFRED ESTRELLA, General Laborer Foreman, Hilo Airport, 27 years.
HARRIET ESTRELLA, Sewing Worker II, Hilo Hospital, 36 years, 3 months.
HISAKO HAMAKAWA, Kitchen Helper I, Hilo Hospital, 25 years, 10 months.

(Continued on p. 6)

Parks & Recreation ...................Tues.,
DAGS (Maintenance Shop) ............Tues.,
Hilo Airport (Custodians) Wed.,
Hilo Day Activity Center Wed.,
Division Executive Board Sat.,
Hilo Road & Motor Pool Mon.,
Hilo Hospital Mon.,
Retirees Wed.,
Honokaa School Wed.,
Honokaa Hospital Wed.,
Hamakua Road Wed.,
Hilo Airport (Maintenance Shop) Thurs., 
Laupahoehoe Unit............... Thurs.,
Sewers & Sanitation Tues.,
Kau Road Tues.,
Kau Hospital Wed.,
Kohala Unit Wed.,
Kona Airport. .. Thurs.,
Kona Road Thurs.,
Kona Custodians, Cafeteria Workers &

South Kona State Highways
& DAGS Thurs.,

Kona Mental Health Fri.,
Kona Hospital Fri.,
North Kona State Highways Fri.,
School Cafeteria Workers Sat.,
State Parks Mon.,
Puna Road Mon.,
DAGS (Custodians) Tues.,
BWS Tues.,
Waimea School Wed.,
Waimea Road Wed.,
School Custodians Thurs.,
Hilo State Highways Fri.,
State Executive Board Meeting Sat. & Sun., 
Waimea State Highways  Tues.,

Jan. 3— 3:00 p.m.............. Shop
Jan. 3— 3:30 p.m.....  Shop
Jan. 4—11:00 a.m.........  ..Shop
Jan. 4— 3:00 p.m..................  Lounge
Jan. 7- 9:00 a.m. UPW Hall
Jan. 9— 3:00 p.m. Green Room
Jan. 9- 7:00 p.m. UPW Hall
Jan. 11- 9:00 a.m________ UPW Hall
Jan. 11—11:00 a.m.. ..... Cust. Shop
Jan. 11— 1:00 p.m_________ Hospital
Jan. 11— 3:00 p.m___  Shop
Jan. 12—12 noon ....  Shop
Jan. 12— 3:00 p.m. Library
Jan. 17—11:30 a.m.. Shop
Jan. 17— 3:00 p.m.............  Shop
Jan. 18— 1:30 p.m-------- Lounge
Jan. 18— 7:00 p.m_______ Court House
Jan. 19—11:30 a.m........ Shop
Jan. 19— 3:00 p.m.. Shop

Jan. 19— 7:00 p.m......... Yano Hall 
Jan. 20— 9:00 a.m. ... . ..... Office
Jan. 20—11:00 a.m. Hospital
Jan. 20— 3:30 p.m.. Shop
Jan. 21- 9:00 a.m......... UPW Hall
Jan. 23—11:00 a.m........ Shop
Jan. 23— 3:00 p.m. .. ...... Shop
Jan. 24— 1:00 p.m...... .......St. Conf. Rm
Jan. 24— 3:30 p.m_____________ Shop
Jan. 25—11:30 a.m  School
Jan. 25— 3:00 p.m.............  Shop
Jan. 26- 7:00 p.m....... UPW Hall
Jan. 27— 3:30 p.m. Shop
Jan. 28 & 29 Honolulu
Jan. 31— 3:00 p.m.......................... Shop
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Division Officers Elected
NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS!

The staff and officers of the UPW Private Sector 
Division extend their best wishes to each of you for a 
joyous and fruitful New Year!

As a result of elections held last 
November, Sister Momi Tong of 
Nuuanu Hale has been re-elected to the 
post of Private Sector Division Vice- 
President.

Sister Leonora Saulibio of Wilcox 
Hospital (Kauai) was re-elected to the 
position of Secretary-Treasurer, and 
Sister Elizabeth Han of Queen’s 
Hospital will serve as the Division’s new 
Political Action Committee chairper
son.

Board members elected included 
Brother Wayne Smith (Molokai 
General), Brother Kenneth Ige 
(Queen’s), Sister Harriet Kaimana 
(Beverly Manor), and Sister Charlotte 
Taniguchi (Kapiolani LPN’s).

The term of office for those elected 
will be for the years 1978 and 1979.

The counting of the ballots took place 
last December 6. The Balloting 
Committee included Charlotte

Private Sector Division members and officers 
were active at the recent UPW convention.

ISTORYWORKERS

Brother Joe Caban, 
Queen’s Hospital Worker

Two veteran Queen’s Medical Center 
workers and leading UPW members 
retired recently from the Hospital — 
Sister Nakagawa and Brother Joe 
Caban. They both rendered the Union 
and their fellow workers many years of 
dedicated service.

Brother Caban was born in the 
Philippines on December 24, 1912. At 
age 19, he came to Hawaii looking for 
greater opportunity. He got a job at the 
Hutchison Sugar Company in Na'alehu- 
Ka'u on the Big Island, beginning as a 
field worker. After a year there, he got a 
job in the sugar mill, tasting the cane 
juice to see which fields were ready to 
be harvested. He earned $1 a day, he 
recalls. In 1936, he moved to Lanai City, 
where he picked pineapple for six 
months before becoming assistant luna.

Brother Joe came to Honolulu in 1940, 
and got hired at Tripler Hospital, where 
he worked sharpening needles for 
injections. It was a monotonous work, 
and the pay was low. He remembers 
how his bosses “tricked” him into 
visiting the morgue, telling him just to 
go there and see what went on. Finding 
that he could stomach the work, his 
bosses sent him to work in the morgue. 
“It took me about a month to get used to 
it, but after that, it never bothered me,” 
Joe says.

But when a waiter job opened at the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel in 1942, Joe took 
it, and ended up working there for 
nearly 15 years. Brother Caban helped 
get the union in at the Royal Hawaiian, 
since he had the respect of his fellow 
workers, many of them Filipinos like 
him. The pay wasn’t much, but tips 
were pretty good, Joe remembers.

In 1956 or 1957, Joe tried his hand at 
bartending in a small Kailua 
restaurant. But his paychecks always 
bounced, and he got fed up and quit. He 
applied at Queen’s to be a kitchen
helper, but the interviewer, noting his 
past experience, told him he was more 
suited for a laboratory job. So in June, 
1957, Brother Caban went to work at 
Queen’s as a lab assistant, helping out 
on autopsies and receiving $178 a month 
in wages.

He immediately joined the UPW at 
Queen’s and several years later (in the 
early 1960’s) became the unit’s vice- 
chairman, serving with Chairman 
Brother Bill Camacho. He recalls how 
he, Teddi Lii, Bill Camacho, Mary Jane 
Kopke and others went out and helped to 
organize other units such as Hale Nani, 
Convalescent Center and Kida Nursing 
(now Nuuanu Hale). They also worked 
together to try to sign up new members 
at Queen’s. For nearly 15 years, Brother

Caban served his unit as Vice- 
Chairman, also serving briefly as 
acting Chairman. He thinks back on his 
times:

“Sometimes it was rough to be a union 
man. Twice we almost went out on 
strike, once when management offered 
us only a 3% pay hike. In 1972 we had a 
strong strike vote, but Queen’s gave in 
and we got most of what we wanted ... 
and a few years later we finally won 
union security. My wages went up, so 
after 20 years at Queen’s I was making 
$688 a month.”

Joe missed Bill Camaco and Mary 
Jane Kopke after they pased away: 
"They were good and wonderful 
people.” He says he’ll always 
remember Brother Steve Murin: “He 
was best to negotiate with, would 
always fight for what the employees 
like.”

IN MEMORIAM
Joseph W. Santiago, member, Oahu 

Division.Retired from Roads unit. 
Expired: November 2, 1977.

Robert M. Matsunaga, spouse of mem
ber, Dorothy Matsunaga, Oahu Divi
sion. Retired from Cafeteria unit.

Peter S. Reveira, member, Kauai Divi
sion. Retired from Transportation 
unit. Expired: November 12, 1977.

Kazuyoshi Horibe, member, Kauai 
Division. Retired from Parks unit. 
Expired: November 13, 1977.

Joseph Jardine, spouse of member, 
Elvira C. Jardine, Hawaii Division. 
Expired: October 4, 1977.

Mildred Chun, member, Hospital Divi
sion, Kamehameha Schools. Expired: 
October, 1977.

Sister Momi Tong, re-elected as V.P.
Waiwaiole, Katherine Asis, Isabel 
Akana, Richard Costorio, and Pat 
Ramos. Mahalo to these members for 
taking on this task and doing it so well. 
And congratulations to the newly 
elected officers!

Sister Liz Han and Charlotte Taniguchi at the 
last UPW Convention.

Brother Joe Caban, UPW veteran who 
recently retired from Queen's Hospital.

Brother Joe Caban retired because he 
says he wants “to take it easy now, stay 
home, go fishing and do some 
gardening.” He has some land in 
Waianae, and wants to grow vegetables 
for himself and others — or go back to 
the Philippines if that doesn’t work out. 
“I haven’t been back there all these 
years,” he points out.

Brother Caban is one of those who 
helped build our union and will be 
deeply missed. We can only hope he 
enjoys his years of retirement and does 
as well in gardening as he’s done in 
union work. Aloha to a real union 
veteran!

KAUAI
BIG ISLAND RETIREES

(Continued from p. 5)
KAZUO IWAMURO, Painter II, DAGS, 33 years.
TSUTOMU KADOOKA, Carpenter I, DAGS, 31 years.
GUNICHI KAWAOKA, Laborer II, Dept, of Public Works, 31 years, 7 months.
KAORU KODERA, Bridge Maintenance Worker I, D.O.T., 28 years.
NANCY MATSUDA, LPN II, Hilo Hospital, 25 years, IV/z months.
SEIMITSU NAKO, Janitor II, DAGS, 8 years.
TATSUSHI OGATA, Equipment Operator HI, Public Works, 29 years, 5 months.
TOKUO OKUNO, Power Shovel Operator, Public Works, 33V2 years.
BENEDICTO PALISBO, Lubrication Worker, Public Works, 13 years, 8 months.
CARMELITA PALITANG, Janitor II, Kohala Hospital, 13 years.
GEORGE RODRIGUEZ, Sewer Maintenance Repairer, Public Works, 30 years,

8 months. (Retired May, 1977)
FUMIKO SEGAWA, Janitor II, Hilo Hospital, 20 years, 5 months.
SAKAI SHIGETA, Traffic Signs & Markings Supervisor, Public Works, 35 years.
FLORA SONG, Cook II, Hilo Hospital, 28 years, 10¥2 months.
HISASHI UCHIDA, Lead Sewage Plant Maintenance Mechanic, Public Works, 12 years,

3 months. (Retired October, 1977)

Brun, Kurashige, Kaona Elected

Kauai Division's New Officers
Brother Joseph Brun was re

elected the Kauai Division Vice- 
President for 1978-1979. Sister 
Kaymi Kurashige of Mahelona 
Hospital will serve her first term 
as Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Division.

Kauai’s State Executive Board 
member will be George Kaona.

Brother Joseph Brun was reelected Vice- 
President of the Kauai Division, UPW.

PRIVATE SECTOR NEWS
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Refuse Workers Honor Brother James Brown

Over 200 refuse workers from around the island attended a party last November 12 
to honor their unit chairman Brother James Brown on his election as UPW State 
President. They presented him a beautiful trophy and a $50 cash award. Brother 
Albert Cummings (center, right of Brown) organized the event on a $450 budget with 
the help of friends. Brother Cummings is especially grateful for the kokua of Edward 
Duvachelle, Andrew Abraham, Alika Kaneakua, Louie Matias and the many others 
who gave of their time, effort or money to make the party the great success it was. 
Besides beer, whiskey and soft drinks, the workers enjoyed steaks, chili, Puerto R ican 
salad, Portuguese sausage, aku, fried fish, rice and kimchee. Brother Brown 
thoroughly enjoyed the party and gives his mahalo to all those who attended and 
pitched in for the trophy, the monetary gift and the party.

Brother Alika Kaneakua 
cooked the steaks.

The Refuse Yard musicians played at the party for Jimmy 
Brown.

Fathers and keikis alike attended the Refuse party for Brown last 
November 12.

ALOHA!

Aloha to Brother Clarence De Mello who 
recently retired from Waimanalo School 
after many years of service.

These Brothers were on hand for the Refuse Unit's party in honor of 
UPW President Brown.

Support Chinatown!

Brother Peter Marcellino, a U.H. maintenance worker and UPW member, spoke 
strongly in favor of a City Council ordinance halting evictions and large rent hikes in 
Chinatown at a hearing last Nov. 30. Although the City Council walked out of the 
hearing after refusing to allow translation of testimony into llocano, more than 200 
supporters stayed till 11 p.m. that night to participate in a people's hearing on the 
Chinatown issue. Our union, in Convention, voted to support the Chinatown people's 
struggle.

EDU Custodians’ Xmas Party

The Palakikos and other couples at the EDU 
Custodians party last Dec. 3 spread a lot of 
Christmas cheer that night.

Brother Gelacio Daoang (left) receives a check 
from Sister Harue Tanouye on behalf of the 
EDU Custodians Unit. Sister Lillian 
Kamikawa (right), a recently retired custodian 
from Wailupe Valley School, also received a 
check.

Mabel (right), Cecilia and nearly 100 other 
custodians and their guests were on hand at 
the Flamingo Chuckwagon for the EDU 
Custodians' Xmas Party last Dec. 3.

The Helenihis were present and seemed to 
enjoy the custodians' party.

A private pool equipment company 
had alleged that Brother Saito had

These two Kaiser H.S. custodians attended 
the Unit's Christmas party.

Brothers Charles Baker (left), a 30-year 
veteran maintenance worker for the HHA, and 
Kazu Saiki (right), a 25-year HHA veteran, 
both retired last month and were honored by 
their fellow workers at a party given in mid
December. UPW Unit Chairman Benny Tomas 
recognized their long service and praised their 
dedication.

OAHU DIVISION NEWS

DAGS Tree- 
Trimmers

Brothers Sam Kaupu (left), DAGS Tree- 
Trimmer II, and Hank Talbert, Tree-Trimmer/ 
Truckdriver, trim the trees at all State libraries 
and buildings around Oahu. They are the only 
crew assigned to this work, and keep busy 
trying to keep up with the demand for their 
services. "It seems we do the work of 10 
men," they told THE ORGANIZER. "We 
should, at least, get higher pay." Sam has 
worked for over 1 5 years at DAGS, and Hank, 
with 21 years in construction, and 2 years in 
the Forestry Division, has been at DAGS for 
about a year.

OAHU DATES TO REMEMBER
(All Meetings at UPW Hall)

January 1, Sunday
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

January 3, Tuesday
Oahu AFL-CIO Mtg............ ... 7 p.m.

January 9, Monday 
Oahu Agenda Mtg.

(Exec. Board)................. 6:30 p.m.
January 12, Thursday 

Oahu Div. Membership
Meeting/PAC................... ... 7 p.m.

January 14, Saturday
State PAC Mtg..................... ... 9 a.m.

January 18, Wednesday
Oahu Retirees Committee 

(Installation of Officers) ... 9 a.m.
January 28-29, Saturday & Sunday

State Exec. Board Mtg. ... 9:15 a.m.
January 28, Saturday

Testimonial Dinner for
Adolph Samuels, Wo Fat’s . 6 p.m.

UPW Assists Pool Custodian
B.A. Betty Kajiwara reports that 

Brother Genji Saito, Kalani H.S. pool 
custodian, will keep his position and not 
be demoted because of complaints 
about his work. This was the outcome of 
a conference held with his supervisors 
last November 17.

failed to follow specifications in 
maintaining pool equipment and had 
caused them some expense in replacing 
equipment. His supervisors had 
considered demoting him to a regular 
custodian. But with the assistance of the 
union, management agreed to give him 
more specific instructions on what was 
expected of him and and keep him in his 
present position.
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OAHU KEIKIS’CHRISTMAS PARTY

Brother Leonard Gouveia (BWS) and his 
family at the Oahu Xmas Party.

Streetsweepers Kenji Takumi and Oliver 
Pierce and their families attended the Oahu 
Division's Christmas party for keikis last 
December 4.

Brother Andrew sweeps 
the floor.

Some of the hard-working volunteers, mainly DOE Cafeteria 
workers, who made the ono spaghetti served at the Oahu Division 
Christmas party last Dec. 4.

Some of the children and parents on hand for 
the Oahu Xmas party.

An Oahu Division UPW family at our Dec. 4 
party.

The lovely daughters and grandchildren of Sister Irene Valdez, EDU Custodians' Unit Vice
Chairperson.

Children had a great time at the Dec. 4 Christmas party at 
McKinley H.S.

Brother William Josiah and his family and another custodian 
from Kaewai School, attended the Oahu Christmas party.

Sister Florence Lau (right) and her family. Sister Florence 
works as a cafeteria worker at Kapalama School.
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MEET YOUR STAFF

Shy and modest. Brother Kimo Alana reluctantly pauses from 
his tasks as part-time custodian at UPW Hall to have his 
picture taken. No, he is not eating the broom, but merely using 
it for cover. His father, Jimmy Alana, served years as a 
custodian at union hall and the State Capitol before suffering a 
stroke which caused his early retirement. Kimo's mother is 
also a UPW member, working for DAGS. We wish Brother 
Jimmy well and acknowledge the service the Alanas have 
given to our union.

“Rice and Roses’’ 
Show Continues

Governor George Ariyoshi recently released 
$32,000 to continue the labor-oriented “Rice and 
Roses” series on Public Television (Channels 11, 10, 
and 4). The 1978 programs will include local docu
mentaries and panel shows on labor topics and some 
very good mainland films.

“Rice and Roses” released this schedule of 
upcoming shows for January and early February:
A DAY WITHOUT SUNSHINE. Part One.

Monday, Jan. 9, 7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 15, 5 pm
A DAY WITHOUT SUNSHINE. Part Two.

Monday, Jan. 16, 7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 22, 5 pm
IS SOCIAL SECURITY IN DANGER?

Monday, Jan. 23, 7 pm; Sunday, Jan. 29, 5 pm
THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD. 
HOW WELL IS IT WORKING?

Monday, Jan. 30, 7 pm; Sunday, Feb. 5, 5 pm
ON THE LINE. Part One. (Excellent Mainland film 
on housing and labor struggles.)

Monday, Feb. 6, 7 pm; Sunday, Feb. 12, 5 pm

Lily Okamoto Wins
Sister Lily Okamoto, the candidate endorsed by 

the HGEA and supported by our union for the trustee 
post with the Hawaii Employees’ Retirement System, 
won easily. She received 9,961 votes of the 13,948 votes 
counted. Her 6-year term begins this January 2nd. 
Congratulations, Sister Okamoto!

Time For Swearing

The new officers of the EDU Custodians' Unit are 
sworn in. Left to right. Brother Stanley Rodrigues 
(Chairman), Sisters Leatrice Kahalekulu (Treasurer), 
Irene Valdez (Vice-Chairperson), and Josephine 
Magbanua (Secretary); and outgoing Chairman 
Brother Gelacio Daoang. (See p. 7 for more pictures of 
the Custodians' Xmas Party.)

Three AFSCME
Workshops Scheduled

Need help in understanding how to fill out your 1977 
tax returns? Interested in the legislative process? 
Considering enrolling in college as a part-time or full- 
time student?

Our AFSCME Education office has three good 
workshops coming up in January and February to 
deal with these types of needs and interests. The 
courses are open to all UPW and HGEA members and 
their family members, free of charge. To register, 
call AFSCME-Hawaii at 521-6941. (See schedule 
below.)
January 31, Tues., AFSCME Hall — 7-9 p.m.
UNDERSTANDING THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS:
A discussion of how a bill becomes a law — drafting a bill; 
introduction; committee hearings and reports; actions by 
the House and Senate; why some bills become laws while 
others don’t. Enrollment limit: 50.
LEADER: Van Horn Diamond, Secretary-Treasurer and 
Lobbyist for the Hawaii State Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO.
February 8, Wed., AFSCME Hall — 7-9 p.m.
YOU CAN DO IT:
A workshop for working women who are interested in 
enrolling in college classes on a part-time or full-time basis. 
Discussion on topics such as: advantages and problems 
relating to taking college courses; enrollment procedures; 
financial aids; and personal growth opportunities. Enroll
ment limit: 50.
LEADER: Florence Lee, Program Specialist, Continuing 
Education for Women, University of Hawaii.
February 11, Sat., Roosevelt High Auditorium —
9 a.m. to 12 noon
PREPARING YOUR 1977 TAX RETURNS:
Explanation of the many changes to the Federal and State 
forms and regulations. Suggestions on tax preparation, 
followed by a question and answer period. Enrollment 
limit: 300.
LEADER: Gene Oson, City Manager, H & R Block, Honolulu 
Area #2.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The UPW Staff and Officers would 

like to take this opportunity to wish 
each and every one of you a Happy 
New Year!


