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Professor Keith Kashiwada conducts his speech class without a mask and remains mindful of social distancing. 
(Photo by Juri Dagio)

Voices & Views
Kazuyuki Shoji is a 41-year-old student majoring in Hospitality at Kapi?olani Community College. His hometown is 
Ibaraki, Japan, and he recently moved to Hawai?i.

?I worked as a flight attendant in Japan,? Shoji said, ?I really love Hawai?i. During the pandemic, I thought life is short. I 
always wanted to live in Hawai?i, so I decided to take a leave of absence from work.?

He began studying at Kapi?olani Community College this semester and has enjoyed his first month living here greatly.

?In 2014, 8 years ago, I came to Hawai?i and fell in love with this beautiful island,? Shoji said. ?Since then I?ve visited 
Hawai?i every summer, each year. I always felt I wanted to stay longer. A vacation of 1 to 2 weeks is too short.?

During his 1-month stay here so far, Shoji has enjoyed going to the beach, having barbecues, hiking in Makapu?u, 
playing volleyball at Kapi?olani Park with his classmates, and many other activities.

He next wants to go to hiking to Koko Head and snorkeling to Hanauma Bay.

Shoji wishes to complete his studies here in 1 to 2 years and then work at a hotel or restaurant here in Hawai?i.
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have not had a fever in the last 24 hours.

Kaimana Aganon-Lee, a 19-year-old Liberal Arts 
student, is concerned about having the mask 
mandate lifted.

?It?s kind of safe if people don?t wear a mask, but 
at the same time, I worry that people might come 
to school with Covid,? Aganon-Lee said. ?I probably 
will be wearing a mask just for safety.?

While faculty and students will have the choice to 
wear a mask beginning on Sept. 16, UH President 
David Lassner asks that everyone remain 
respectful of individual?s choices to wear a face 
mask and abide by signs outside offices that 
request visitors to wear masks.

To read more about KCC's reaction to the elimination of 
the mast mandate, go to WOTS on page .  

Follow us! @thekapionews To read more, go to kapionews.com.

(Photo by Shawna Takaki)

Prior to the start of the semester, the UH Office of 
Communications sent an email to all students and 
faculty on August 3 regarding the face mask policy. 
Since August 2020, everyone on campus was 
required to wear a face covering and maintain a 
distance of at least 6 feet from each other. At the 
time, most classes were in an online or 
asynchronous format, which meant there would be 
fewer people on campus.

The August email noted that masking is still 
required indoors in classrooms, shared laboratory 
spaces, and additional confined spaces like 
advising offices. However, this requirement only 
pertained to students. Teachers conducting 
in-person courses would be allowed to remove their 
masks provided that they follow social distancing 
guidelines. Professor Keith Kashiwada, who 
teaches Speech 151, prefers to conduct a class 
without having to wear a face mask.

?I understand the need for precaution, but at the 
same time I think we are at a point now that it?s 
fairly safe,? he said. ?As far as the ability for me to 
not wear a mask while I?m teaching, I?m happy that?s 
the case because I prefer to teach without the 
mask. I?m hoping that it also makes me more 
effective. ?  It?s easier to be understood.?

Professors wearing face masks while giving 
instruction can be difficult to hear which can cause 
confusion and miscommunication. Momoko 
Ishihara, a 20-year-old Liberal Arts student, is in 
support of her professors teaching without a mask.

?Some professors, especially my art professor, her 
volume is so small from the corner so I can?t hear 
any words,? Ishihara said. ?Other times when she 
wears a mask I can?t hear her at all.?

Other students disagreed and feel that the option to 
wear a mask should be open to everyone and not 
only professors.

?I think everyone should have a choice,? said Mae 
Ann Macaraeg, a 23-year-old Liberal Arts major. 

Professor Kashiwada also feels that the requirement 
is one-sided.

?I think it?s unfair to make it mandatory for the 
students because the Department of Education (DOE) 
has made it optional,? Kashiwada said. ?I think people 
should still have a choice, and not to say that we 
should do it the same way as the DOE does it, but it 
kind of makes sense to me that it should be optional.?

On September 9, the UH Office of Communications 
sent another email with an update to the masking 
policy. Effective after Friday, Sept. 16, face masks will 
no longer be required at UH campuses. Masking will 
be required for individuals who have been exposed to 
someone with Covid-19 or if they have contracted the 
virus themselves. Individuals who have been infected 
must practice at-home isolation and will be able to 
return on day 6 if they no longer have symptoms and 



The Ka Hiki Mai Leadership Program is a 
leadership development program available to 
students at Kapi?olani Community College and 
Chaminade University of Honolulu. It was brought 
together by Professor Beau Ewan of Kapi?olani 
Community College and Mindy McDermott from 
Chaminade University of Honolulu and will take 
place this fall semester.

Students who complete this program will receive a 
$500 stipend and be granted a United Nations 
Certificate of Completion from Chaminade 
University of Honolulu.

Through the program, students will learn valuable 
lessons about leadership and giving back to the 
community. Students will also receive 
individualized resume help and career coaching 
from Ewan.

The Ka Hiki Mai Leadership Program will also 
teach about the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals and encourage sustainable 
development and giving back to the community.

?We should be interested in giving back to the 
community and our students should, too,? Ewan 
said.?My goal is to expose students to leaders in 
the community who are ?  doing really interesting 
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KCC Leadership Program  

To Teach Valuable Lessons
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work out there to help the community in some way.?

There will be six virtual Zoom sessions during the 
semester, with the Orientation Session taking place 
on Monday, Sept. 19 and closing on Nov. 28. 
Attending all six sessions are mandatory unless 
under extreme mitigating circumstances such as a 
death in the family.

Four guests will speak during the program. Among 
these speakers is Noel Dunn, a wildlife biologist at 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Hawaii. She 
advises on how to protect native and endangered 
species on the military bases.

Ewan wants to motivate students to chase their 
passions.

?When people major in, let?s say wildlife biology, a lot 
of parents say to them, don?t major in that, you?ll 
never have a job,? said Ewan. ?[They will say] there?s 
no career in conservation. I kind of want to dismantle 
and demystify that. Someone like Noel shows that if 
you?re passionate about something there is a path 
and a way to make money doing what you love.?

Students are eligible to apply if they have at least a 
2.0 GPA and have attended Kapi?olani Community 
College for at least a single semester. Applications 
are open until Wednesday, Sept. 14.

Ten students from both KCC and Chaminade 

Kapi?olani Community College students can join the Ka 
Hiki Mai Leadership Program to learn about how to give 
back to the community (Photo by Shawna Takaki) 

will be chosen for the program this fall.

It?s funded through a Title III Part A Alaska Native 
and Native Hawaiian Serving Institutions (ANNH) 
Grant Funding to Strengthen Community College 
Partnerships and Experiential Learning. Due to the 
nature of the grant, the Ka Hiki Mai Leadership 
Program plans to prioritize Native Hawaiian 
students in their selection. The Ka Hiki Mai Program 
will also run in Spring 2023, and students who apply 
this semester and aren?t chosen will be prioritized 
for the next run of the program.

Meet  The Kapi'o News!

The Kapi'o News' Fall 2022 staff (left to right: Mathew Pascua, Juri Dagio, Cameron Enomoto, 
Shawna Takaki) are excited to be part of the KCC student newspaper and bringing you stories.

Welcome our newest staff member:

Mathew Pascua is a first-year student at Kapi?olani 
Community College. He is a Hospitality and 
Tourism major with an emphasis in Travel 
Management. Working in the airline industry as his 
main goal, and he is also passionate about 
journalism and also does video editing.



KCC Program Hosts 'Courageous Conversat ions' Podcasts
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Alfie Gonzales (left) and Sheldon Tawata pose at a Wo Learning Champions event, an 
initiative focused on professional development for faculty and staff in Hawai?i's 
two-year institutions. (Photo courtesy of Sheldon Tawata)

The Pohukaina Food Pantry is open again every Thursday from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on the Kapi'olani Community College campus. Located in the 
K?kaha o Lae?ahi Center in ?Iliahi 231, all community members 
interested can make an appointment to pick up non-perishable food 
items.

Started in January 2020 by the Lunalilo Scholars, the pantry took years 
to come together but served more than 400 people in the first month. 

?It?s been almost four years in the making putting this together, and it 
was worth every minute,? said LaVache Scanlan, who oversess Lunalilo 
Scholars, in a February 2020 story in Kapi'o about the new food pantry.

Contact LaVache Scanlan at lavache@hawaii.edu or 734-9371 or 
Colette Andrade-Fujii at andradef@hawaii.edu or 734-9645 for more 
information. 

Appointments are mandatory to schedule a time for pickup. Go to 
https:// bit.ly/ 3DZMSps to make an appointment. 

Transitioning to college can be a difficult journey whether you?re coming straight 
from high school or deciding to attend after many years of working a full-time job, 
but Kapi?olani Community College has the Kuilei Outreach Program, which assists 
students in the transition process. Behind this program are Sheldon Tawata, the 
Kuilei Outreach Program Coordinator, and Alfie Gonzales, the Kuilei Outreach 
Program Counselor, who not only run this outreach program but also host a podcast 
called "Kuilei Courageous Conversations," which can be found at 
buzzsprout.com/604465 or on iTunes, iHeart Radio, Apple Podcasts, and more.

This podcast started on Sept. 18, 2019. Since then, they?ve discussed topics from 
financing college to KCC's dual-credit program to even heavier topics such as 
mental health during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

?It was neat how there were so many topics you can explore in this realm of 
podcasts, or what I see as online interviews,? Tawata said. ?And then there was 
always this conversation about, ?How can we get Kapi?olani on the map?? In the 
years that I?ve been working at KCC, community colleges are always under the 
shadows of these larger institutions ?  viewed as a second option.?

Noticing a resurface in podcasts two years ago, Tawata saw an opportunity, a 
chance for upcoming students to see KapCC as a viable choice for college. Tawata 
already had prior podcasting experience around 13 to 14 years ago, when he and his 
friend tried to do a podcast on parenting called ?Grab the Family? where they talked 
about what it was like to be parents. However, they ditched this project because of 
the inability to store podcast episodes efficiently.

With microphones lying around from this past experience and other endeavors, 
Tawata messaged Gonzales about his ?crazy? podcast idea for KCC.

?The whole intent was interviewing people on our campus and have them share 
from their heart, what they do at the campus, why they work at the campus, and 
general feelings about serving our students,? Tawata said.

Equipped with a computer, recording software, and an idea to put KCC on the map, 
Tawata and Gonzales encountered a slight problem.

?We need a title,? Tawata said. ?How can we morph KCC into the title of our 
podcast??

Gonzales brought his couch from home and suggested titles such as ?Kapi?olani 
Couch Confessionals? or ?Couch Conversations.?

?Through my Higher Ed experience, we always talk about having those 
?uncomfortable conversations,?? Gonzales said. ?The phrase and term is called 
?courageous conversations.? [Kuilei] Courageous Conversations!?

When the pandemic hit and local restrictions caused faculty and staff to transition 
to online avenues of communicating, Gonzales and Tawata decided to do an 
interview on the Great Lawn with Marketing Director Lisa Yamamoto. On June 25, 
2020, they recorded live what it was like on an empty campus.

?That was my first time on campus for a while,? Gonzales said. ?There were a 
lot of feelings and emotions kicking in during that particular podcast.?

Handling these reactions and recording a podcast at the same time may 
prove daunting for some people, but Gonzales provides words of 
encouragement for interviewees to ease up during the interview.

?We always tell people that we?re interviewing, ?Just have an honest, talk-story 
conversation,? Gonzales said. ?We?ll filter things out, we?ll screen things out 
and whatnot, but we want it to be really unique and kind of raw with what 
we?re trying to convey. All these emotions. All these thoughts. We just want to 
hear a real sincerity about it.?

?Once they become who they are, that is when we press record, that?s where 
the conversation becomes very personal. Nothing is scripted. That?s what I 
love about it,? Tawata said. ?Whatever they?re sharing is coming from a very 
good place.?

This podcast is open to different subjects and any KCC faculty and staff or 
students who would want to be interviewed. 

"Kuilei Courageous Conversations" can be found anywhere you listen to 
podcasts such as iTunes, iHeart Radio, Apple Podcasts, and more. For more 
questions about the Kuilei Outreach Program, contact Sheldon Tawata at 
sheldont@hawaii.edu or Alfie Gonzales at alfredg@hawaii.edu, and follow 
them on Instagram @kapcc_kuilei.

Food Pant ry 

Reopens at  KCC

The Pohukaina Food Pantry is available every Thursday afternoon for any members of 
the community who may be in need. (Photo courtesy of Micah Tutuvanu)



Word on the St reet

Jada Crawford

Age: 21
Hometown: Citrus Springs, Florida
Major: Liberal Arts

"It?s fine, because as long as you wash 
your hands, I don?t think it will really 
matter. You get more sick when you?re 
not washing your hands after touching 
stuff than without the mask."

Lee Sawyer-Perez

Age: 20
Hometown: Chico, California
Major: Natural Science

?One day, I was in class and one of my 
professors said something that I like. That if 
you don?t wear mask, it?s solely up to you, but 
don?t judge the people that are wearing it 
because they are being safe. So, I think that it 
sort of reflects my view. If there are people 
that don?t wear it, then that?s their choice, as 
long as both sides accepts each other.?

Keith Pershing

Age: 18
Hometown: Mililani, Hawai'i
Major: Information Technology

?I feel pretty good about it. I would say that 
it?s really hot on this campus and wearing a 
mask does not make it any better. It?s actually 
very hard to get to my classes without me 
breaking a sweat and it?s very hard to 
concentrate in the heat sometimes. Also, I 
feel like wearing a cloth over your face when 
told to is not really your choice to wear a 
mask. It?s more of, to make other?s feel safe. 
Well, a mental thing at least. That?s my 
opinion on it.?
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How are you feeling about the mask mandate being lifted at KCC?
Originally published Sept. 21, 2022

(Word on the Street is a regular feature that asks the same question to multiple people in the KCC community.)

Opinions

More than four weeks into the semester, heavy loads of homework are 
already piling up in our agendas, and our body and our mind are all over the 
place. But a good study spot can make all the difference in the world.

Check out this short list about our top choice spots to aim for that 4.0 GPA.

Lama Library
This is the most common place where students get their work done. It is a 
great place, with access to both the first and second floor, and Lama Library 
is furnished with all the resources you need. There are endless tables both 
for individual and group use with charging outlets. There is a large amount 
of desktops that students can freely use. Also, if you are in need of printing 
documents, you can now upload documents to the printers through your 
electronic devices. There are a wide variety of books available on the second 
floor. Here, you will get a lot of work done. Just keep the volume down, and 
remember, no food is allowed and only covered drinks are permitted.

??hi?a Cafeteria
Now, you might be asking yourself, how can I do work in a loud cafeteria? 
Fun fact: this might be the most quiet cafeteria you have ever been in. The 
fully air conditioned space will definitely save you from the Hawai?i heat for a 
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bit while getting your work done comfortably.

This space comes with a large amount of tables, both for individual and group use 
with charging outlets as well. And what better way to recharge your energy by 
having a quick lunch, quick note, there is no available food for purchase in the 
cafeteria, but there are many great small businesses around the area, including the 
$5 bento truck on campus.

The Great Lawn
Many might get tired of staying in an indoor space for countless hours. (That is me 
every day.) That is why the tents located on the Great Lawn are a perfect spot to get 
some fresh air while continuing doing your work, and don?t worry, the wifi reaches 
there perfectly fine.Also, if you are working with that loud group of friends and don?t 
want to interrupt others in the library, locate yourself here.

Olapa Building
This building is a little bit far, standing at the Lama Library, make a right and follow 
the path, and you will be able to locate the building. Head down the stairs and you 
will be able to find a good amount of tables to study, and you will also reach your 
daily recommended steps.

It is a pretty quiet space, so you will not be bothered and get the work done. The sun 
will also not be an issue as the tables come with umbrellas.

The Bookstore
I get it, we all need that short water or coffee break after a long study session, and 
where else would you go when it is right on campus? Head down over the stairs by 
??hi?a Cafeteria, and you will be greeted by a generousamount of study tables where 
you can relax and get some work done. And if you are in need of a break, the 
bookstore has a coffee bar, they offer a fair amount of drinks, snacks, and even cup 
noodles. It can?t get any more convenient.

Side tables next to the Great Lawn
These tables are a pretty popular pick among students as they are perfectly located 
right at the center of campus.

There are only a couple tables available, but they are well separated from each other 
to give students a little more space and privacy. Also, the sun shouldn?t be a problem 
either as the nearby trees provide plenty of shade.

Check Out  These St udy Spot s on Cam pus


	Kapio_Oct2022
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


