












Mookini' s Hawaiian Legacy 
By Alissa J. Coleman 

For 10 years Kapiolani Community Col­
lege has been graced with the presence of 
Esther :Mookini, Hawaiian language and 
Hawaiian History instructor. This is 
Mookini's last semester at KCC. She is 
looking forward to retirement and hopes that 
she has awakened in her students the desire 
to pursue Hawaiian studies. 

She wants her students to passon the leg­
ends of the people, the beauty of their way of 
life, and culture in times gone by to future 
generations of Hawaiians in order that they 
may be proud of their heritage. 

"I have some very studious students, and 
I know some are worried about continuing, 
wondering who will be ttteir new teachers." 
she said. 

Mookini has taught Hawaiian language 

and Hawaiian history as separate classes for 
years. She mentions that teaching these 

subjects concurrently have also had their 
advantages. 

"I was able to give my students a good 
idea of the culture way back then and tell 
them the old place names of certain areas, 
among other things. They also acquired a 
good sense of time and chronology of 
events," she said. 

In addition to her teaching, Mookini has 
just completed a project which is entitled 
''The Wind Gourd ofLa'amaumau,',_ a story 
written completely in the Hawaiian language. 

"In the book the gourd is supernatural, 
and it has all the winds of the channels of the 
(Hawaiian) islands stored in it." The central 
character of the book , a young boy, knows 
their names so that whenever he is in trouble 
out in the ocean will and can open up the 
wind gourd, and chant out their names so that 
he will be saved. This young man can also 
use these winds to his own advantage. ''The 
story is how this young man regains the im­
portance of his father's position in the King's 
court." 

Although Hawaiian words flow from her 
lips with the easy rhythm of the sea, the wind 
and the palms that the words so often de­
scribe, Mookini admits that she is not Ha­
waiian by blood, "I am fi.Ill Japanese,'' she 
said with a smile. However, being born and 
raised in the islands lend themselves to her 
gentle but lively ways; she is Hawaiian in her 
heart and she has the unmistakable true poly­
nesian laugh. 

"My Hawaiian is strictly 'book Hawai­
ian' from the University of Hawaii," she 
said," ... and yes, I have lived among Hawai­
ians but no, Hawaiian was not spoken." 

Mookini remembers her Hawaiian stud­
ies teachers fondly and with reverence. ''Ten 
years ago, as a Hawaiian language teacher 
and former student, I was fortunate enough 
to have teachers and people to whom I looked 
up to, especially a woman named Kavena,'' 
she said. "Unfortunately Kavena has passed 
on since then." 

Among the work she does to preserve 
Hawaiian culture and language, Mookini 
volunteered and was given a grant to write 
translations of the ancient Hawaiian judicial 
cases from the time of the Hawaiian King­
dom. These documents are all original tran­
scriptions and most of them were transcribed 
in Hawaiian. 

Mookini explains the importance of these 
documents in understanding how Hawaiians 
of times past governed their lands, their 
people, and criminal activity. 

"As we translate these documents we are 
able to learn more about the culture and 
value systems of ancient Hawaiians," said 
Mookini. · 

Not so many years ago the American 
protestant missionaries came to Hawaii, 
namely to colonize, to convert and to edu­
cate. However, they also brought disease, 
foreign ideas, a strange religion and an even 
more foreign method of government, in­
cluding the constitution, with them. 

"American protestant missionaries 
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brought the constitution to Hawaii. imple­
mented it and translated the English laws 
into Hawaiian,'' ·said Mookini. This did 
more harm than good, the true meaning 
became lost in the translations. 

"Hawaiians. at this time, had no concep­
tionalization of abstract ideas and laws and 
therefore the translated words made little 
sense, namely because they had been trans­
lated word for word and much too literally," 
she said. Within a span of 20 years they had 
also changed the entire government sys­
tem,'' said Mookini. 

''To explain this a little better, I will give 
the example of a book published by Bamboo 
Ridge, which is Caned "The Natural History 
of the Large Four Legged Animals, written 
in Hawaiian, •• she said. 

"You must realize that we didn't have a 
zoo in 1831 so in order to explain the large 
elephants. among other animals of western 
books. the ideas had to be put into what I call 
a 'Hawaiian frame of reference.'" 

continued on page 3 

KCC instructor 
to publish 
native lore 
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KCC Hawaiian language and history 
instructor Esther Mookini 's new book, "Wind 
Gourd of La'amaumau,'' is expected to be 
out in a couple of weeks thanks to the help of 
another KCC instructor. Dennis Kawahar­
ada, English instructor, is the publisher for 
the book. . 

Kawaharada started this publishing com­
pany on his own and has already done a few 
books, including Mookini 's first book, which 
was another Hawaiian legend. He has past 
experience as an editor for "Bamboo Ridge," 
a publication who prints mainly local work. 
. In working with authors, Kawaharada 

checks for errors in style and grammar and 
helps the writer make other revisions. In the 
Mookini book, he tried tomake the story 
easy to understand since the story is in Ha­
waiian. Kawahamda doesn't do any of the 
typesetting or printing. 

Hawaiian legends and other old folklore 
from different countries are Kawaharada' s 
main interests. He looks for literature of 
ancient origin written in its native language. 
Since most of the authors he wants to print 
are dead, Kawaharada hopes that he can 
bring these stories back to life so that "their 
(the writer's) voices can be heard." 



HAW AllAN WOOD SCULPTURE 
Hawaiian Wood Sculpture is the third 

and last of the volcano series that will feature 
Woodcarver/Artist Alapri Hanapi who has 
made a commitment to perpetuating the 
Hawaiian culture through the traditional art 
fonn of Kalai la'au (wood carving). The 
session is scheduled for May 26 and 27, at 9 
a.m. in Koa 200A. Fee: $40, plus materials 
fee. Registration is limited. For more infor­
mation call the Office of Community Serv­
ices at 734-9211. 

PARUAMENTARYPROCEDURE 
"The Basks of Parliamentary Proce­

dure," will be conducted by Gerald Bern­
stein Saturday, May 12,9 a.m., Hawaii School 
for the Deaf and the Blind Cafetorium. 
Conducted by a famous deaf parliamentar­
ian, this popular workshop has helped Deaf 
people all over the Mainland learn how to 
conduct successful meetings. A useful tool 
for deaf leaders and others who serve on 
committees or participate in organizations. 
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ClerkSteno 
Kaimuki Area (Job #999) 
State office is looking for an 

emergency hire (temporary) to work 
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Ala Moana Area (Job #1000) 
Are you available Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday from 4:30-9 
p.m.? This foreign currency ex­
change company needs your lOkey 
skills,40wpm typing,andgoodmath 
skills to exchange cmrency and pre­
cious metals. Pay is $6/hour. 

Cashier 
Kaimuki Area (Job #1001) 
Need some work training? This 

company will train you in cashier­
ing, pricing, stocking, and provid­
ing customer service. Part-time 
hours vary in the afternoon to late 
night. More than 1 position is avail-

abl~u:r~ ~~i~~ boor. Iilii 

§§~§I 
need own car because there is no bus :W,ff. 
line. Pay is $5/hour. ~M~ 

~w·: 

wJ.t.-::1 ~ · :.:. · .. · · ·~jW,,H'tt.m:::).~~~::~:::!li. z ,.:· ., . ?& ~·· ~:· :-:.-;_.:'(.:::~:::~~?.:::.~::::;':: 

INFO LINE 
W AIKIKI AQUARIUM 
"Corlll Reefs alld Clatlnge: How Much 

is Too Much?," will be a lecture May 9 Dr. 
William Walsh,ResearchAssociate, Waikiki 
Aquarium and A Director, The Coral Reef 
Foundation. Is the delicate balance of life on 
the coral reef more, or less, fragile than it ap­
pears? The complex biological systems of 
the reef provide some built-in protection 
from change and allow for recovery from 
natural impacts like lava flows and hurri­
canes. But how much human impact can the 
reef absorb? 

SIGN WAVE 1990 
''Facing the Future, Shadowing the 

Past!" Come to this sign-mime-musical 
performance featuring Ed "Chevy" Corey 
and his students. Saturday, May 5, 8 p.m., 
at the Hawaii School for the Deaf and Blind 
Cafetorium. 

SINGLE PARENT/HOMEMAKER 
.PROGRAM 
The last support group meeting will be 

held May 4, 12:30 p.m., Iliahi 105. 

PHOTO EXIDBIT 
The travelling photo exhibit entitled "Our 

Elders, Ourselves: Hawaii 1890 - 1990," 
continues at Ala Moana Shopping Center 
May 17-23. 

Accompanying the exhibit are a series of 
public forums to be held on successive 
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. They are: "The 
Changing Island Family: Past, Present and 

· Future," May 3, Aiea Public Library; "Who 
Wants to Get Old? Youth, Paradise and the 
Fear of Age," May 10, Wahiawa General 
Hospital Conference Room; "Na Kupuna: 
Polynesian and Western Attitudes Toward 
the Elderly," June 7, Kaneohe Public Li­
bnuy. For more information call Kathie Geist 
at 734-9211. 

KCC BUSINESS CLUB BANQUET 
Members and friends of the KCC Busi­

ness Club are looking forward to their end of 
the semester banquet scheduled for May 18 
at the Garden Terrace in the Halekulani 
Hotel. Banquet activities begin at 6 p.m. 
with registration and cocktails. A wards for 
service and scholarship will follow. 

During the past spring semester, club 
members developed their awareness of the 
roles of business by participation in various 
events. Funds for the club's budget and 
scholarship program were provided by two 
majorfundraisers. The Business Club awards 
four scholarships each semester to students 
in the business fields. 

On campus, the club sponsored Sam 
Slom of Small Business Hawaii and Tookie 
Evans of the Chamber of Commerce who 
both spoke on the future of Hawaii's econ­
omy. 

Business club members also served the 
community by their participation in the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program 
and the March of Dimes Walk America. 

Social events included a volleyball tour­
nament and beach picnic held in February 
and a pool party held during the spring break. 

The end of the semester banquet closes 
the activities for the Business Club. The 
Club would like to acknowledge the follow­
ing companies who have generously con­
tributed to the banquet awards: The Comedy 
Club, Fernandez Fun Factory, Consolidated 
Amusement, Subway Sandwiches, 
McDonald'sRestaurants,PunahouSpa,KCC 
Bookstore, Aikane Catamaran Tours, Sea 
LifeParlc,Gold'sGym,Zippy'sRestaurants, 
Jolly Rogez Hawaii, Rose City Diner. 

FRIENDS OFHE'EIA STATE PARK 
The Friends of He' eia State Park is cele­

brating Hawaii Earth Day 1990 on Sunday, 
May 6, at 10 a.m. 

Admission to this family fun event is free 
with a donation of one red Ti leaf plant (to be 
planted on Park grounds). Activities will 
include hands-on workshops for children 
and adults, exhibits, demonstrations, lec­
tures by noted authorities on Hawaiian natu­
ral history, guided tours of the Park grounds, 
and refreshments. 'For more information 
call247-3156. 

HUIHOALOHA 
Hui Ho Aloha's Saimin Fundraiser (Li­

liha Saimin), $2.50 per ticket (feeds 3-4 
people ). Tickets will be sold at Ohia Cafete­
ria and Student Activities Office. 

HAW All CRIME ALERT 
How often does rape happen in Hawaii, 

and in particular, how prevalent is it on our 
college campuses? Why do most of these 
crimes go unreported? And just how exten­
sive is the problem of child ~use in our 
community? 

Answers to these questions will be ex­
plored in the second episode of "Hawaii 
Crime Alert," a production of the Depart­
mentoftheAttomey General's Hawaii Crimi­
nal Justice Commission. 

Narrated by "Dialog" reporter Kelly 
Dean, the promun will air on Thursday, · 
May 10,at7:30p.m.onKHET-Channel11. 
The program will focus on two crimes of _ 
violence in Hawaii: sexual assault and child 
abuse and neglect 

THEGREATHAWAllAN 
RELAY FESTIVAL 
A team relay run, games, swimming, 

Hawaii's largest volleyball tournament, all 
night movies, funny team contests, first-rate 
music and entertainment, a parade, outra­
geous costumes and surprises are all part of 
The Great Hawaiian Relay Festival that will 
happen from 10 a.m., May 26 to 10 am. 
Sunday, May 27 atPunahou School's Alex­
ander Field. 

Proceeds go to the Bobby Benson Cen­
ter, Hawaii's ftrst teen drug and alcohol resi­
dential treatment facility that opens April. 

PRAYER THAT MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE! 
Free one hour talk on Sunday, May 6, 4 

p.m., Kapiolani Park. Everyone is invited to 
hear Mrs. Deborah A. Huebsch, C.S.B., 
member of the Christian Science Board of 
Lectureship, speak on "Prayer Tlult Mtllces 
11 Difference'' and how it worked to heal 
mental illness, cancer and a child's crushed 
foot 

EL CINCO DE MAYO! 
Take hold of this Mexican celebration 

with a "hands-on" class in Mexican cook­
ing. In this class traditional Mexican dishes 
are modified to reflect more healthful life­
styles. Participants must bring their own 
knives and wear covered shoes. Celebrate at 
the end of class with the meal that everyone 
helns prepare. ChefRalnh Ronst.adt. Hawaii 
Prince Hotel, Saturday, May 5, 10 a.m., 
Ohia 118. Fee: $25. Registration required. 
Call734-9211 , Office of Community Serv­
ices for reservations and infogpation. 
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FORBIDDEN FORTUNE 
$30,000.00 PER MONTH EVERY MONTH! 

your program 2 months ago and I now make 
more money in J month than I did all last 
year. Thank-you so much for your easy to 
operate program. 

M.L. Sterling, Va. File #225 I have never seen 
a program so easy to operate as yours. 
Believe me I have sent for numerous so called 
get rich schemes. None of them worked and 
they just cost me money. I started your 
program for less than SJO.OO and I now earn 
over $24,000.00 per month. Thank-you so 
much. 

I challenge you to join me In a totally 
.. UNIQUE" Money-Making nnture that 
could change your life forever, and show you 
bow to begin earning $30, •• 00 per month, 
every month. I GUARANTEE IT! l (See The 
$25.00 Challenge) I have laid out this plan in 
great detail in a step by step manual that even 
a child could follow. I know a 67 year old 
woman in Florida who purchased my manual 
and last month she made over $32,000.00. 
You could be next! Last month I made 
$33,253.75 just by working 12 hours per 
week. This month I expect to earn over 
$35,000.00 and take a 3 week vacation in TAKE THE $25.00 CHALLENGE 
Hawaii. This program has never been offered · I am about to offer what no one else can! 
before and I will not offer it again. You Order my Secret Money-Making System 
cannot afford to pass up this opportunity. Today and if you are not making at least 
This revolutionary money-making method is $30,000.00 following my system, send it back 
in demand everywhere, yet few people even for a full refund. PLUS, I will send you an 
know it exists. Within 30 days you can be additional $25.00 simply for trying my 
enjoying $30,000.00 a month, every month. program. You have nothing to lose and 
Don't Envy me Join me! everything to gain. Either you make 

Imagine, never again having to worry $30,000.00 or I pay you $15.00 for just trying 
about your financial status. Imagine my program. Supplies are limited. I will 
purchasing that special home for your family honor orders only until my supply has run 
or driving a Brand New Mercedes. All this out. If I receive your order after I have run 
and much more are now possible for you to out of manuals I will simply return your 
achieve, with my easy-to-follow Deluxe order with my Regrets. You Must Order 
Program. When you order my Deluxe Today To Ensure Your Copy Of My Secret 
Program today, I will offer you FREE, Money-Making Program. 
unlimited, telephone consultation. Included 
in my manual is my unpublished phoner-----------------
number for your personal use .. Call anytime I POC Corpo1111ioa Dept. 9003 
and I will be happy to help you with any I Clleaaaao Rd. 
questions. I New Hartford, NY 13413 

No, this bas nothing to do with Reali 
Estate, playing the Lottery or Gambling. It is I 
PERFECTLY LEGAL and does not require 
a special talent or long hours. It's very: 
unusual and uniquely designed for each I 
person that uses it. There is no "face to face" 1 
selling or large investment required. I 

Dear Ron, 
I'd be crazy not to try your system. I 

understand if I don't start making $30,000 per 
month I can return your Manual for a full 
refund plus an additional $2!1.00 for just trying 
your Deluxe Money-Making System. On that 
basis here is my $12.00 

NO INVESTMENT NECESSARY I Name 

(started my program for under Sl.S.OO and I Address 
you can do the same. It's as valid now as it 
was 2 years ago, In fact, with the trend of the: City ----------­
Nation's economy today, my program is even1. more of a success. I State----Zip-----

PROOF I Please include $2.00 to cover postage and 
K.C. Houston, Tx. Flk #1951 was working 2·1 handlina of your packaae. 
jobs and just barely getting by. I began using 1 ____________ ~ ~ ~8~ _ _J 

, I 
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