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Colleges -- Americans vs. Japanese

By Takako Kimura

In the essay "What Should College Be For?" Louis W. Cartwright is
stating that he found college "stuffy, crowded, tightly scheduled, fast, and
an authority center where questions were slaughtered"--rather than the
“free place" he feels it should be--open to anyone of any age who feels
curious at any time about what goes on inside. At first I was surprised to
know there is a person who thinks American college is not free, because I
have felt, since I came to Hawaii five years ago, how free the American
educational system is. Then I found, as a foreign student with experience
in both the American college and Japanese college, that I wanted to let
him know how much worse the Japanese college is than the American
college, especially concerning two of his statements, "College is not a free
place; it should be open to anyone of any age who feels curious at any
time about what goes on inside," and "I loathe the notion America is
promoting that one has to go to college in order to make it."

In his essay, what I am most bewildered about is his statement "College
should be a free place open to anyone of any age who feels curious at any
time about what goes on inside." On the contrary, I have felt how free the
American educational system is, compared to the Japanese one. For one
thing, in Japan there is a much fiercer competition than in America for
entering college. It starts as early as one’s late elementary or junior high
school days. There is a saying that explains well how hard one strives for
entering college: "One who sleeps four hours a day will make it; five
hours, one will fail." So Japanese students have to study at their regular
schools during the day and at private schools or at home during the night
with four or five hours of sleep. Preparing for entrance examinations for
college is so furious that only young people, who have the stamina to get
through and retain fresh memories of learning, are likely to pass the
examination; people who already have a job or married women seldom
dare to try this hardship. That’s why there is rarely a college student over
25 in Japan. Even though there is an entrance examination in America,
only a placement test is given to applicants for, community colleges. How
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can anyone complain of college not being open to anyone?

Next, in Japan the courses are set by the college beforehand while in
America students can take any courses freely throughout their college
years. That is, in Japan all the freshmen take the same courses during the
first year, all the sophomores take the same courses during the second
year, and so on until they graduate. Though there are a few electives,
Japanese students have to study courses according to the schedule set by
the college. Meanwhile, American students can plan their study courses
by themselves, thouzh there may be prerequisite courses. That I, at 38
years of age, am now enjoying college life is, I believe, evidence that
American college is a free place open to anyone of any age who feels
curious at any time a»out what goes on inside.

One more thing thut I wanted to let Mr. Cartwright know relates to his
idea "America is promoting the notion that one has to go to college in
order to succeed." L:fferent from what he believes, I feel a degree in
America is not so influential in the job process in spite of the fact that a
student has to make strenuous efforts to earn it. I know several people in
America who are stvccessful with a college degree. When applying for a
company, people stress their work experience as well as their education.
Also, a company values work experience very much. Therefore, I feel
America gives a kind of credit for time spent on the job, though not
college credit as mentioned in his essay. On the other hand in Japan, a
degree is indispensable in the job process while work experience means
nothing or is often considered a drawback. The Japanese can’t even apply
for a certai) company without a degree from a certain college because a
company usually offers positions only to prospective graduates of a
certain college through its administration office. Promoting the notion
that one has to go to college in order to succeed may be not American
but Japanese.

It is said Mr. Cartwright wrote this essay when he was 25. I disagree
with his concept about college. It is probably because of the difference
between our cultural backgrounds, and also our age difference of more
than ten years. Therefore, as so many years have passed since he wrote
the essay, I want to hear his present opinion about college. It may have
changed as time went by; he may have experienced new things and faced
several challenges. If he reads my paper, his opinion may vary further. I
am very interested in what he thinks about college now.
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21 wednesday

Computer Expo
Neal Blaisdell Center
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. $2.50 admission

22 thursday

Computer Expo
Neal Blaisdell Center
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. $2.50 admission

23 friday

KCC Volleyball Club meets
Kaimuki Park, 5:30 - 9 p.m.

24 saturday

Hawaii Bicycling League, Kapiolani
Park to Enchanted Lake by way of
Castle Hospital and Kailua town. 7:30
a.m. Rides open to the public

25 sunday

Hawaii Bicycling League, Le Tour de
Manoa. Meet at 7:340 a.m. Varsity
Theater.

Art Exhibit, "Glass: Another View,"
Art Gallery, UH Manoa Art building.
M - F 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sun. noon to
4 p.m. Admission free.

26 monday

Biological Study Skills Workshop
Kokio 206, 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Sign up for Jump for Heart

Student Lanai, Pensacola

Sign Language Classes, Lanakila
Health Center conference room,y 1700
Lanakila Ave., noon. Free.

27 tuesday

Information Line

Job Placement

These jobs are now available at
the the Job Placement Office,
Career  Personal Development
Unit, Pensacola Campus.

JOB 788

Tour  Coordinator Full-
time/Part-time, 5 dpw (including
1 weekend); Will be coordinating
Japanese tours, helping tourists to
locate bus,luggage area, hotline on

information, answer questions
about  tours, locations, etc.
Qualification must speak both

Japanese and English, must have a

car, and good communication
skills.

JOB 827

Medical assistant, Kaimuki

area, part-time, 8§ hpw min and 25
hpw max, wage $5/hr., handling
the front and back, must be
trustworthy, willing ~ to learn,
dealing with patients, and exp. is
not necessary but it is preferred.

JOB 847

Word proccessor, Downtown
area, work as a part-timer, M-F
430-7:30pm and Sat. 9am-lpm,
wage is $6-$6.50/hr., perform as a
night secretary, phone work, word
processor, and editing, will also do
.copying, xeroxing, working on the
Wang Word Processor, exp. 1is
required, 60 wpm, and must be
able to work alone.

VOLLEYBALL CLUB

The volleyball club now meets
at Kaimuki park from 5:30pm-
9pm on Friday nights. Anyone
interested in learning the basics
and playing a few sets of coed
volleyball is welcome to come and
play. '

STUDY SKILLS WORKSHOP

Charles Matsuda, Biological
Science instructor, will make
learning biology efficient and fun.
Come check it out , DH campus
Monday Jan 26 at 12:30 to 2:30 in
Kokio 206.

SPRING COMMENCEMENT

The Spring 1987 Commence-
ment will be held at 6 p.m. on
Thursday May 14, 1987 at the
NBC Concert Hall and NOT on
May as listed in the Spring 1987
schedule of courses.

JUMP FOR HEART

If you are interested in helping
Hawaii Heart Association in the
fight for cancer, there will be
having a sign -up period starting
Jan. 26 - Feb. 6, 1987 at Pen-
sacola in the Student Lanai. If
more time is needed for recruit-
ing, the sign-ups will be extended
for one more week. The jump
will be on Saturday,Feb. 21, 1987
from 8a.m. - 12 p.m. at McKinley
gym. If there is any change in
the location for the jump. You
will be contacted by Heather Os-
hiyama. @ For more information
call Heather at 531-4654 ext. 240
or 246 M-F from 7:30-3:30pm.

KCC BOWLING CLUB

Persons interested in
participating in KCC’s Bowling
Club which meets at Classic Bowl,
should contact Darren at 531-4564
ext 246. Family and friends
welcomed.

COED SOFTBALL LEAGUE

There is a coed softball league
already in progress. 'Anyone who
is intersted in these sports or oth-
ers such as tennis, basketball,
hiking, running and golf can call
Darren Ide at 531-4654 ext. 246
or see the student activities office
for more information.*

FOOD SERVICE HOURS

Pensacola Campus

Coffee shop opens Feb.5
I1la.m.-12:30 p.m.
Dining room evening service

will begin Feb.3 6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
reservations recommended

Dining room lunch service will
begin Feb.10 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Student lanai Monday-Thursday
7:15 am.-2 p.m.; Fri 7:15 a.m.-
1:30 p.m.

Daimond Head Campus

Suzuki’s lunch wagon daily 6
a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, indefinite
time.

Mr. Sub Monday-Friday 8
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

LRC HOURS

Effective immediately, the new
hours for the Learning Resources
Center, located in Bldg. 857,
Rooms 106-107, on the Pensacola
Campus, are as follows:
" Monday and Friday, 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 6
p.m.;Tuesday and Thursday, 8
am. to 9 p.m.

HAWAII BICYCLING LEAGUE

Hawaii Bicycling League an-
nounces the following schedule of
rides. All rides are open to the
public and are free of charge un-
less otherwise noted.

For further information call
536-3348 or 455-8795.

Saturday, Jan. 24: 7:30 a.m.
Kapiolani Park to Enchanted Lake
by way of Makapuu, Castle Hos-
pital, and Kailua town. Return via
Makapuu. +60 mile round trip.
Hilly and windy.

Sunday, Jan. 25: Le Tour de

Manoa. Travel the hidden hollows
of Manoa with the National Gold
Medal Tandem Champions. Ap-
proximately 15 mile round trip.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. Varsity Theatre.

LAC SCHEDULE

The ‘hours for the Pensacola
LAC in Bldg.859 Rm.2 have been
extended from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. It will
open on Jan 19.

The hours for the DH LAC re-
main the same as Fall semester: 8
am. to 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday ; 8 am. to 4 p.m. on
Fridays, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturdays. It will open on Jan. 14.

LOST AND FOUND

Lost It? Found It?

Have you lost something re-
cently or within the past year?
Diamond Head Student Services
has a lost and found box over-
flowing with textbooks, jackets,
keys, purses, and even an automo-
bile license plate.

If you find something, you can
turn it in at Bldg. 926 (Student
Services). If you’ve lost something,
please stop by. Items not claimed
by the end of this semester will be
disposed of.

SIGN LANGUAGE CLASS

Persons interested in learning
sign language to communicate
with deaf persons can sign up for
free, noon hour, beginning %and
intermediate sign language classes
being offered at the Lanakila
Health Center conference room at
1700 Lanakila Avenue. The be-
ginning class runs from Jan. 26 to
May 6 on Mondays and Wednes-
day, and the intermediate class
runs from Jan. 27 to May 7 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

No experience with sign lan-
guage is needed to take the begin-
ning class. Some experience is
needed for the intermediate class.
Call 548-8760 or 841-0511 for
more information.
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