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Congratulations to the University of Hawai‘i 
﹘ West O‘ahu graduating class of 2016! The 
hair-pulling and coffee-binging at 2 a.m. have 
finally paid off! Whether you are planning 
to attend graduate school or head into the 
workforce, UHWO has prepared you for a 
successful future. One thought to hold on 
to: It’s not where your degree takes you, it’s 
where you take your degree.

For the majority of us who are continuing on 
into the upcoming semesters, now is the time 
to take advantage of our four-month vacation 
at the beach, on the mainland or wherever 
the road takes us. 

This semester at The Hoot, we’ve hired 
quite a few new writers, so expect to see new 
hard-hitting stories with a few fresh faces. 
We are continuously looking for new writers! 
If you are interested, send a short bio to 
uhwohoot@gmail.com, we would love to grow 
our staff! 

 This edition will be The Hoot’s first edition 
that will be out for the duration of summer 
break, and we will return in August with new 
and exciting stories. Have a great break! 
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S T U D E N T  L I F E

EVENTS
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! STAY TUNED 

FOR AUGUST ISSUE

JUNE

University of Hawai‘i President David 
Lassner recently announced the members of 
the UH West O‘ahu Chancellor Search Advisory 
Committee and a timeline for the selection 
process.

“The next chancellor will play a critical 
role in leading the campus into its exciting 
next chapter,” said Lassner. “As our fastest-
growing campus in the fastest-growing area 
of the state, UH West O‘ahu serves its region 
and, through online and distance learning, the 
entire state with a wide range of baccalaureate 
programs, including in partnership with the 
UH Community Colleges.”

Former chancellor Rockne Freitas retired last 
fall, and Doris Ching is currently serving as 
interim chancellor. Ching confirmed through a 
UHWO spokeswoman that she is not applying 
to become the permanent chancellor.

The search advisory committee expects to 
begin screening of applicants and nominees 
in May 2016. The on-campus visits by the 
finalists will be planned for the start of the 
fall 2016 semester to ensure that students, 
faculty staff and other stakeholders are able 
to attend.

“The campus visits are an extremely 
important part of the process and we hope 
that everyone committed to the future of UH 
West O‘ahu will participate,” said Lassner.

The president will plan to submit a 
recommendation for appointment to the 
Board of Regents during the fall 2016 semester. 
The start date of the new chancellor will be 
determined as part of the selection process.

Search Advisory Committee
The 14-member committee includes 

representation from the faculty, students, 
the Nalimakui Native Hawaiian council, staff, 
administrators and community leaders. All 
share a common interest in the future of UH 
West O’ahu.

Co-Chairs
John Morton, Vice President for Community 

Colleges, UH System
Stanley Orr, Professor of English, UH West 

O‘ahu, former Chair of UHWO Faculty Senate
Committee members
•	 Kristina L. Guo, Division of Public 

Administration Chair and Professor, 
Health Care Administration Program, UH 
West O‘ahu

•	 Michiko Joseph, Access Services 
Manager, UH West O’ahu Library

•	 Donna Kiyosaki, Associate Vice President 
for Administration, UH System

•	 David W. Kupferman, Education Division 
Assistant Professor, UH West O’ahu

•	 Ann A. Mahi, Nanakuli-Wai‘anae 
Complex Area Superintendent, Hawai‘i 
Department of Education

•	 J. Kukui Maunakea-Forth, MA‘O Organic 
Farms and WCRC Executive Director

•	 Keolamalie McComber, Pueo Scholars 
Advisor, UH West O‘ahu

•	 Judy K. Oliveira, Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs, UH West O‘ahu

•	 Kiran Polk, Executive Director, Kapolei 
Chamber of Commerce

•	 Alan Rosenfeld, Associate Professor of 
History, Humanities Division Chair, UH 
West O‘ahu

•	 Ryan Sommer, former ASUHWO President
•	 Stefanie Wilson, Professor of Business 

Administration Business Division UH 
West O‘ahu
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It started with a pitch, then three months of writing, 
shooting video, editing and adding music. The end result 
was a one-minute trailer depicting all things West O‘ahu, 
which debuted on the silver screen in April at the grand 
opening of Regal Kapolei Commons 12.

University of Hawai‘i ﹘ West O‘ahu Creative Media 
students, along with some help from faculty, produced the 
video after pitching their idea for a community trailer to 
the McNaughton Group, developer of the Kapolei Commons 
shopping center.

The students said the experience was often stressful, but 
highly rewarding.

“Watching it on the big screen officially signified the end 
of the project for us,” said Julian Silveria, one of the students 

who worked on the trailer. “From there, there was nothing 
we could add or change and that was a tremendous relief. 
Despite the stress, anxiety and grief we faced, it all felt OK.”

When their work premiered at a VIP party, Silveria said 
there was a cheer from the crowd after the trailer — with 
scenes of West O‘ahu locales, ukulele music and more — 
played for the first time.

The trailer was pulled together in time for the April 21 grand 
opening of Regal Kapolei Commons 12. The Regal Cinemas’ 
first flagship theater in Hawaii offers a 12-auditorium luxury 
venue that features spacious all-electric reclining seats, 
upgraded concessions and expansive wall-to-wall screens.

Christopher Lee, Academy for Creative Media Director and 
Founder, summarized the trailer as, “West Is Best. It was 

BY JESICA YEE

UH WEST O‘AHU STUDENTS’ TRAILER 
PREMIERES AT NEW KAPOLEI THEATER

F E A T U R E

Creative Media Interns Get “Reel” Experience

KEVIN AND GUS SHOOTING IN GARDEN.
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pitched as a student look at all of the things that make West 
O’ahu such a great place to live, work and go to school. 

“Students did everything from conceiving the concept, 
pitching their idea with storyboards, shot everything, edited 
everything, recorded new ukulele music for the score and 
also perform in the piece.

“I think it was an excellent opportunity for them to work 
together on a piece that will have an actual audience and 
the finished project is a great showcase for what students 
at the UHWO Academy for Creative Media are capable of 
doing.”

The experience of creating the trailer gave Silveria more 
clarity in how he wants to shape his career.

“It certainly shifted my path into something that doesn’t 
involve location permits and licenses,” Silveria said in an 
email, noting the complexities of filming on location. “I now 
want to get into animation, where all the roles are still there 
(director, producer, sound engineer, etc.) only it all takes 
place in a nice studio environment.”

The students involved in the project included Kevin 
Bechayda, Melissa Garabiles, August Harrington, Mahealani 
Kahala, Kauluwehi Kato and Silveria.

Students teamed up with ‘Ulu’ulu Producer, Heather 
Giugni; Artist in Residence, Gary Shimokawa; Jon Ross at 
MELE at Honolulu Community College for the sound mix; and 
Gerard Elmore for colorizing.

Additional recognition goes to Janelle Saole for her ukulele 
talents, Matt Hirata for the photography and Jon Magnussen, 
who lent the students his studio to work on the music.

The project started when the students were inspired by 
a Nike video found on the internet. Then worked for three 
months to complete the project.

Mahealani Kahala also notes, “Our inspiration resides in 
the love we have for our home.”

THE TEAM CHECKING IN AT THE VIP EVENT. THE TEAM DISCUSSING STORYLINE WITH MCNAUGTON 
GROUP.

JULIAN PREPPING THE SOUND EQUIPMENT.

MELISSA GATHERING PROPS FOR THE LAST SCENE.
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UH Sets New Policy on Consensual Relationships 
Bans Aims to Remove Conflicts of Interest

Romantic relationships between 
unequal parties ﹘  such as student 
and professor ﹘ are banned under a 
University of Hawai‘i policy unveiled in 
April.

UH President David Lassner 
announced the Title IX  policy that 
addresses consensual, romantic 
relationships  in a system-wide email 
dated in April.

The policy prohibits consensual, 
romantic relationships between 
individuals with a distinct power 
differential. Power is unequal when one 
individual in a relationship has direct 
supervision, direction, instruction, 
oversight, evaluation, advisement 
or substantial influence over the 
employment of educational status of 
another, according to the policy.

“I think it’s needed to protect the 
students. It will also protect both 
parties [student and faculty members]. 
It will remove the potential for abuse, 
blackmail, and conflict of interest”, said 
Jayson Chun, a UHWO history professor.

The goal of this policy is to help 
the system remain free from real or 
perceived conflicts when individuals 
of unequal power are involved in 
consensual romantic, dating, or 
sexual relationship. Such relationships 
could result in disruption of learning, 
teaching, scholarship and working.

In the long run, there is hope that the 
new policy will bring attention to not 
only students and faculty members, 
but more so individuals who are under 

the power of another. An example 
would be an employee who is the 
Dean of College and an employee who 
is a faculty member for that college. 
This policy prohibits consensual 
relationships between such individuals 
because the Dean of College has direct 
control over the faculty member’s 
position.

However if the employee engages in 
a consensual relationship with another 
employee in a different department 
this will not go against the policy. 
Jayson Chun is married to a faculty 
member at the Center on of Disability 
Studies at UH Manoa.

“Key point is that we are married, 
and there is no power relationship 
between us,” Chun explained in an 
email.

Beverly Baligad, UHWO Director of 
Compliance and Title IX Coordinator, 
said the previous policy, EP1204, 
focused mostly on sexual misconduct 
and sexual assault on the basis of no 
consent. The new policy on consensual 
relationships, policy EP1203, is a 
support system that is set up to avoid 
mistreatment.

Students are receptive to the new 
policy. “The boundaries that it will 
set forth will create extra support and 
security,” says sophomore Gabriel 
Peters, 19.

Junior Wilem Viloria, 24, believes the 
policy is a step in the right direction. 
“There will always be complaints about 
changes, but the most important thing 

is that it will create honest decisions 
and actions,” Viloria said. 

Chun, the history professor, said 
the systemwide policy puts all parties 
on notice. “This policy will provide 
clarification and train people for 
the real world. Keeping a sense of 
professionalism is important when you 
are in a job,” says Chun. 

Thelma Angel Heath, a junior, said the 
policy “will put people in a structured 
community where they will interact 
better physically and emotionally.”

 BY CRISTINA BRESENO

Methods to manage and/or resolve the 
actual conflict of interest created by a 
consensual relationship may include, 
but are not limited to:

1.	
Recusal or removal of an employee from the 

evaluative process (i.e., contract renewal) 

concerning the other individual

2.	
Assignment of an additional, impartial 

individual or individuals to ensure the 

integrity of the actions of the individuals 

involved in the relationship

3.	
Removing an advisor from their involvement 

as a student’s advisor or committee member

4.	
Except for Unit 7 Faculty, a possible relocation 

of a UH employee to another supervisory 

area may be taken.
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Google Calendar is a handy tool to 

make sure that you don’t miss any of 

your important events and meetings 

(for example, graduation day or your 

graduation vacation). UHWO students 

have access to Google Calendar account 

in the same way they have access to 

other Google applications such as Google 

Docs and Google Drive. Access your 

Google Calendar through your hawaii.

edu email account. Click the grid icon at 

the top right of the screen, and the drop 

down menu will include your Google 

Calendar. 

The best part about Google Calendar 

is that it acts like a personal assistant 

that keeps track of your schedule and 

reminds you when they are getting 

close. Just click on any day in the 

calendar to add in the information for 

your event time. Google Calendar has 

a default setting to remind you of your 

event 10 minutes before the event time. 

To change the time of the notification, 

click the gear icon at the top right corner 

of the page. Next, click “Settings.” There 

will be tabs at the top left of the screen. 

Click “Calendars,” and then click the link 

to edit notifications for your events. 

DE TECH TIP
<Google Calendar>

University of Hawai‘i ﹘ West O‘ahu 
students will present their “breakthrough 
advancements” in anti-cancer drug 
synthesization at a conference this fall 
after completing the first round of Kikaha 
Underground Research Projects.

Two UHWO students, Christine Baltazar 
and Rebecca Oshiro, a junior and a 
sophomore, respectively, under the 
supervision and direction of one of UHWO’s 
Associate Professors of Chemistry, Dr. 
Joseph Bariyanga, were involved in this 
first completed round of research projects 
funded through a $750,000 grant from the 
National Science Foundation.

The Kikaha Underground Project involves 
students spending their summers working 
with a UHWO math or science faculty 
member on an undergraduate, science, 
technology, engineering or math (STEM)-
related research project.

Baltazar, Oshiro, and Dr. Bariyanga are 

expected to present 
their research 
projects at a 
national conference 
this fall with all 
expenses paid due 
to the importance 
of their findings.

B a l t a z a r ’ s 
project involved 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
i n t e r a c t i o n s 
between DNA 
and a plant 
chemical known as 

mimosine, which was recently shown to 
have anti-tumor properties that inhibit the 
advancement of several forms of cancer.

Baltazar also researched possible 
mechanisms mimosine uses to bind to DNA. 
Her project advances the understanding of 
how cancer-fighting drugs work to defeat 
the deadly disease.

S e p a r a t e l y , 
Oshiro’s project 
i n c l u d e s 
synthesizing and 
analyzing a new 
platinum-consisting 
complex compound 
using Fourier 
Transform Infrared 
Spectroscopy and 
Mass Spectrometry, 
two forms of 
molecular imaging 

and analyzing techniques that help to 
identify and characterize various forms of 
cancer.

The compound Oshiro created shares 
structural features similar to the currently 
most utilized drug in chemotherapy 
treatments, cisplatin, leading Oshiro to join 
scientists around the world in searching 
for the most efficient anti-cancer drugs, 
those that generate the least side effects 
to humans during treatments.

Both Baltazar and Oshiro gained 
experience executing scientific goals 
through effective operating of modern 
scientific research instruments, those 
of which are primarily used to purify 
and analyze chemical compounds while 
concurrently practicing advanced laboratory 
procedures.

 BY KINJI MARTIN 

UHWO Students 
Advance the Study 
of Anti-Cancer 
Drugs
Kikaha Underground Research Projects Create Buzz
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 BY KINJI MARTIN 
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Aloha All, 
My name is Isaiah Baclaan and I 

have been a part of UHWO’s student 
government for about two years as 
the ASUHWO Social Sciences Senator, 
and will be serving as the President of 
ASUHWO for the 2016-2017 academic 
year. 

My goals as president are to address 
and vigorously tackle the many complex 
issues that affect all UHWO students 
and our university in its entirety. I 
believe that the students are capable 
of making distinct positive changes at 

UHWO. Together, we can collaborate to 
achieve a better education as well as 
atmosphere for all of us.

During my upcoming term as 
ASUHWO President, I intend to expand 
on the things I have implemented 
in my tenure as the Social Sciences 
Senator. Among them, meeting with 
club leaders to discuss the issues that 
their members face. I would also like 
to work with the faculty and staff to 
ensure that our students’ needs are 
best accommodated, and encourage 
students be more involved to remedy 
the concerns.

The student government office will 
continue to be open to advocate for 
the needs of the students. We hope 
to increase our monthly constituent 
meeting quotas and successfully hold 
town hall meetings that allow the 
students to voice their opinions. As 
president I will also be encouraging 
community involvement and furthering 
our relationships with our campus 
administration and the UH system as 
a whole.

We invite students to become involved 
in school activities and opportunities 
that are made available, as that will 
allow them to become more invested 
in the college experience.

As a freshman I was never really 
connected to the school until I joined 
the PUEO Leadership program as a 
PUEO Leader in my sophomore year. It 
was the involvement in that program 
that allowed me to understand what it 
means to be a proactive and connected 
student at our university. 		
 There are many great organizations 
that need the help of students such 
as our many on campus clubs, our 
student government ASUHWO, and our 
Student Activity Fee Board (SAFB). We 
look forward to your involvement.

 

www.asuhwo.com

Facebook: ASUHWO

A Message from 
ASUHWO President-Elect 
Isaiah Baclaan
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BY MICHAEL O’MEALLY

Summer 2016
To-Do List
The sun’s warm summer rays have arrived as we prepare for 

an exciting four-month retreat from school. Now is our time to 
kick back with friends and family, blasting the official summer 
song, “Summer Nights,” by Lil Rob, which never seems to get 
old.

Summer is the time where we can try new things, so why not 
start with a tumbling class? Manakoa Gym, located in Halawa 
District Park, recently opened and is offering gymnastic classes 
where budding gymnasts can attempt to walk, turn and jump 
on the balance beam; flip on trampolines; and get a full-body 
workout without even realizing it. What makes this Manakoa 
Gym even better is that the first class is free!

We’re lucky we live in Hawaii: the beach is everywhere! A 
hidden gem is a kayaking adventure off Lanikai, where you can 
paddle out to the small offshore island of Mokulua, also known 
as “Mokes.”

As soon as you hit land, park your kayak on the shore and hike 
around to the back end of the island where you can jump off of 
the rocky ends of the mountain into the flowing canal. The canal 
has a strong swell that leads into the open ocean and the jump 
is about 15 feet. There are no lifeguards around, so if you are not 

a strong swimmer, jumping is not recommended.
Consolidated Theaters at Ward Center recently was granted a 

liquor license, which allows them to now serve beer and wine 
in the theater while enjoying your movie. This couldn’t have 
come at a more perfect time ﹘ right before all of the summer 
blockbusters including “Neighbors 2,” “X-Men: Apocalypse,” 
“Finding Dory,” “Ghostbusters,” “Sausage Party” and many 
more. Remember, be sure to drink responsibly.

If puzzles are your forte, Breakout Waikiki should be the next 
item on your to-do list. This anxiety-infusing fad has finally hit 
Hawaii. This live-action escape game puts you and your friends 
(2-8 people per game) in a room where you have to discover 
clues and use hints to find your way out. You never know what 
could be behind a door, under a shelf or on the ceiling. Not to 
mention that you only have one hour to escape. No phones, no 
outside help ﹘ only your critical thinking skills.

There’s an abundance of things to do this summer, whether 
you are unwinding at the beach, enjoying $6 movie nights or 
having a weekend house party, summer is going to be filled with 
excitement. Have fun and be safe.
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UHWO Library Summer Hours: 
Saturday, May 7 - CLOSED
May 9 - May 13 - Summer Hours M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
May 16 - May 20 - Closed for maintenance
May 23 - August 18 - Summer Hours M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays
  
While the library is closed, it is permissible to return materials   

in our outdoor bookdrop.  When the library reopens, these 
materials will be checked in and backdated to the last date that 
the library was open.

Jane the virgin is having another man’s baby.
Jane Villanueva, played by Gina Rodriguez, is a young, devoted 

Catholic who is mistakenly artificially inseminated, causing her to 
have a baby by Rafael Solano, her boss, (played by Justin Baldoni). 

Rafael is a cancer survivor and former playboy who is married 
to Petra, (Yael Grobglas), who has her own agenda in mind. 

The plot then gets even more complicated since Jane has 
been saving herself for marriage, presumably with her long-term 
boyfriend, Michael Cordero, played by Brett Dier.

This comedic telenovela plot is exaggerated and hilarious, and 
filled with mystery and scandal.

Each character has his or her own distinct personality, making 
the series all the more interesting with their dynamic chemistry 
on and off screen.

In March, the CW, renewed the series for a third season.
The show has received critical acclaim, and has highlighted 

Latino culture, which is refreshing for Hollywood.
If you’re looking for an entertaining and intriguingly complex 

storyline, Jane the Virgin is the series to watch.

 TV SERIES REVIEW: 

ADVERTISE
HERE

Advertising Inquiries
Businesses/Organizations

uhwohoot@gmail.com

Student Clubs/Organizations
uhwohoot@gmail.com

THE
HOOT

HIRING

WRITER
S

PHOTOGRAPHERS

DESIG
NERS

THE HOOT

email: uhwohoot@gmail.com

 BY JESICA YEE
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CAMPUS
   VOICES

If you were elected president 
of the U.S., what would be 
your first order of business?

“Resurrect Ronald Reagan.”

—Jonathan Nguyen, Sophomore, Sociology

“Purge the system”

—​Dominique Williams, Junior,
Justice Administration

“Analyze the budget of both money committees 
of the U.S. Congress.”

—Ronie Agustin, Junior, Mathematics

“Throw a nationwide shindig.”
—​Tiffany Shelton, Senior, English

“Create a national energy policy to facilitate the 
construction of a space elevator.”

—​George Kalantzis, Junior, Political Science

“Resign.”

—​Jeremy Silva, Junior, Social Science




