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KAPI'O 

Program 
back from 
hiatus 

Occupational Therapy Program restarted this semester 
after previously having low enrollment. 

By Paige L. Jinbo 
EDITOR 

The Occupational Therapy Assis­
tant program has been improved to 
run more efficiently and is calling 
out to students to give their pro­
gram a try. 

The OTA program was stopped 
in fall 2007 due to low enrollment 
and state data reflected only one 
OTA per year would be needed for 
the next 10 years. 

However, according to Carol 
Paul-Watanabe, director of the OTA 
program, faculty members within 
the OTA program felt the state data 
was incorrect. 

During summer of 2007 faculty 
members of the O!A faculty con­
ducted a community needs survey 
which showed positive results. 

With those results and a revised 
curriculum the OTA program 
started up again this semester. 

"We made our curriculum more 
appealing;' Paul-Watanabe said. 
"Our program is more efficient 
and more streamlined to students' 
needs:' 

Previous to this semester, · the 
curriculum included a semester of 
courses that were prerequisites. 

The new curriculum incorpo­
rates prerequisites into the semes­
ter. To make this possible, the 
number of labs was decreased to 
make room for English 100. 

As it is now, there are no pre­
requisites that are needed to enroll 
in the OTA program. Students just 
need to qualify for ENG 100 and 
Math24. 

"That's pretty dope that there 

» The OTA program only 
aq:epts st1,.1dents during the 
fall semesters.· · 

» is a maximunioh6 
students.that the program 
cari accommodate. 

» Every\flledqesday is waik-in 
;. Wednesday. can 
walk in and speak withcdun-
selor:s. A .g(;,;, ••.· .,. 

OTA program 
contact Paul-Watanabe at · 
paulwata@hawaii.edu or 
attend the infdrmation ses­
sion Jues,daytqct 7,Jron;t12 
to,J,p.m:o irr 210. " 

aren't any pre-requisites," KCC stu­
dent Eric Kikagawa said. "I think 
that new system will draw more 
students in:' 

The program is a two-year A.S. 
degree program of 69 to 72 credits. 

"Students can come in right 
after high school;' Paul-Watanabe 
said. "They're in our program for 
two years and they can go out and 
work after:' 

The OTA program is also offering 
a new certificate of competence. It 

is a five-credit certificate. Students 
would have to take OTA 119: Thera­
peutic Modalities and Health 118: 

Interpersonal Skills. 
According to Paul-Watanabe, 

the certificate is a stepping-stone 
into becoming an OTA. 

She also wants students to know 
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A student designs her leather bookmark using a metal bit. OTA students worked on a variety of crafts to help them 
with problem solving. The exercise is to prepare students for field work, teaching the elderly problem solving skills. 

that there's a difference between 
OTA and physical therapists. 

OTA work with individuals in 
their homes, schools, community 
centers, rehabilitation hospitals, 
and nursing homes. In these set­
tings they help people with trau­
matic injuries, strokes, Alzheimer's 
disease, developmental, or mental 
health problems learn to live pro­
ductive lives through the use of 
meaningful occupations. 

Physical therapists work with 
patients who have impairments, 
limitations, disabilities, or changes 
in physical function and health 
status r!sulting from injury, 
or other causes. Their role includes 
examination, evaluation, diagnosis, 
prognosis, and interventions toward 
achieving the highest functional 
outcomes for each patient or client. 

Paul-Watanabe said that people 
often confuse the two because OTA 
and physical therapists do work 
together sometimes. Also, they're 
often next to each other in the clini­
cal setting. 

With the growing population of 
elderly, Paul-Watanabe said that 
locally and nationally there's a 
growing need for OTAs. 

"I didn't know there was such 
an occupation called OTA;' KCC 
student Annette Choi said. 

Choi, 21, said that she only 
thought physical theapiss domi­
nated that field of health. 

''I'd definitely consider enrolling 
in the program. It seems like I'd be 
interested in it;' Choi said. 

Yoko Nakagawa uses a mallot to pound in her design. OTA students designed 
a variety of leather crafts such as bookmarks and keychains. Working with 
leather helps to improve students' finger strength and dexterity. 

MATTHEW AKIYAMA I KAPI'O 

From l«t to right: OTA Lecturer Karen Lau teaches Julie Machlgashlrtl and Donna Barber how to 
ueate different prints by applying pressure and turning the metal bit at different angles. 

A student watches an instructor make an Imprint Into the leather using a metal bit. The 
OTA Instructors feel that having the students work with crafts motivate them to IHm 
and eventually teach. 
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8 BACKSPACE 
Backtracking: 
Continued from page 1 

The new change is due to stu­
dents having complications while 
transferring to UH Manoa. 

"I have been informed that stu­
dents who had in fact backtracked 
at KCC were told that the courses 
that they took out of sequence 
would not be counted at UHM 

because UHM's policy does not 
allow it to count;' Pagotto said. 

Although, according to Pagotto, 
backtracking is not a common 
occurrence at KCC, students still 
need an explicit policy that pre­
vents them from going backwards. 

Preventing students from back­
tracking will reassure students that 
the classes they take at KCC will be 
accepted at UHM. 

"It's the students' money. If you 

want to go backwards, then go. 
It's your prerogative," said Peter 
Miranda, 39, culinary arts major. 

If the proposal is approved, stu­
dents will no longer be able to back­
track and receive grades or credits. 

"Idon'tthinkthereareanydisad­
vantages (regarding backtracking);' 
Pagotto said. "Students should be 
most interested in making forward 
progress on a degree pathway, not 
going backwards:' 

WE'VE GOT MAIL 
Whenever you do an article, 

I think you· should expose both 
sides of the arguments from 
a student's perspective. Not 
three students vs. one director. 
Therefore, I would like to voice 
my opinion about the article 
entitled "Limited access for 
students" from the latest Kapi'o 
paper, Volume 45 Issue 5. 

I attend both UHM and KCC, 
however, I only take one class at 
KCC so I end up paying the full 

price of Manoa's tuition. I am 
greatly appalled at the "com­
plaints" by KCC students saying 
that it is "unfair" that they are not 
able to use UHM's facilities, such 
as the swimming pool, weight 
room, and fitness center. I agree 
that each one of us ate UH. 

students, however, we are all 
only students to the "system" 
and not to each "campus." A 
full-time UHM student pays 
the tuition of over $6,000 a year. 

If you want to use all the UHM 
facilities, then you must pay all 
ofUHM's tuition. Just like every­
thing in life, "you get what you 
pay for:' 

-Jaqueline Vallejo, Education 
Major and Music Minor 

To submit a letter to the Editor the 
Kapi'o about an error or clarifica­
tion, call 734-9166 or e-mail us at 
kapio@hawaii.edu 

~~Transferring to HPU was a great decision .•. 
HPU accepted almost all of my credits while other colleges did not. From the moment I registered, 
I felt as though my education was just as important to HPU as it was to me. The advising staff was 

always available whenever I had questions about classes and my educational goals. This gave me 

a sense of security, knowing that someone was there to help guide me. The faculty were always 

available too; I could meet with them whenever I needed advice. I'm glad I chose HPU, and that 

I'm graduating with my Bachelor's degree from such a great place! 
II 

-Lorrie Kim, Travel Industry Management, Class of 2008 

Get Where You Want To Go 
(808) 544-0238 • www.hpu.edu/transfer 

Talk Story: 
Continued from page 4 

The lineup includes narratives 
such as the mo'o tales of Alohalani 
Brown and legends by Ed Chevy, an 
expert deaf teller. Also to take the 
stage on Friday, Cathy Spagnoli, an 
authority on Asian folktales who 
flew here from Seattle, and Jenni­
fer Cayley from Ottawa Canada, a 
practiced teller in epic and tradi­
tional folktales. 

The 'SpOoOoky Night' is so 
hypnotizing that there could be a 
thousand people packed into the 
room and you can still hear a baby 
gurgle;' Gere said. 

Saturday night's "Milestones" 
event, which runs from 6 to 9 p.m., 

will mark the 20th anniversary of 
the festival. KCC's Norfleet will 
show off her storytelling skills, 
along with Pat Matsumoto, a 
Maui slam poet, and Ben Moffatt, 
a drama professor. Also perform­
ing that night (and Sunday) is Baba 
Jamal Koram, a nationally promi­
nent Virginia griot. 

Sunday's activities start early 
with a free storytelling workshop 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at the McCoy Audi­
torium. Cathy Spagnoli leads the 
first hour, Jennifer Cayley will take 
the second hour and Jeff Gere will 
head the third. 

KAPI'O 
The final night of storytelling, 

entitled, "Imagine That" will con­
clude the festivities. It will run from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. 

According to Gere, parking is 
surprisingly plentiful in the park 
since the event will be held at night. 
He also said that there are plenty of 
seats in the pavilion, all on a first 
come, first served basis. 

While food will not be sold at 
the event, attendees are invited to 
bring their own dinners to picnic in 
the park before the festivities start 
each evening. No food or drinks 
will be allowed inside the pavilion 
where the performances are held. 

Combined with live music and 
colorful lighting, the stage wi11 also 
feature a giant-sized projection of 
performers, showing the minute 
details of each presentation for 
everyone to see. There will also be 
deaf sign interpreters throughout 
the weekend. 

History of the Talk Story Festi­
val goes back to 1989 when Gere, 
the city's drama specialist, first 
organized it. After that first event 
drew 1,000 attendees, word spread 
through the public and the media 
over the years and numbers most 
recently swelled to 5,000. 

"This is what I live for;' said 
Gere, exuberantly, "to put that 
many people and that many tellers 
in one place." 

UH-MANOA 
SHIDLER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 

Transfer Workshop 

Presented by the KCC Business Education Dept. 

For: Students interested transferring to 

UHM Shidler College of Business 

Speaker: Reid Kuioka {UHM adviser) 

When: Monday, October 13, 2008 

Where: Kopiko 101E 

Time: 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. 

Any questions? Please contact the Business Counselors/ Advisers: 

Janice Walsh, BE Counselor, walshj@hawaii.edu, 734-9010. 

Lori Sakaguchi, BE Adviser, kapbused@hawaii. edu, 734-9017. 

ECO - Internship 
Outdoor!,- Various positions available! 

$1250/mo. & $4,725 Education Award 

808 735-1221 - www.hawaiiycc.com 
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500/oOFF: 
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Sundaythrulhursday 
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Valid for Dine In Food Only with a Pu1chase of a Beverage per Pe, 
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