












'vey 
I've 
'f to 

uals 
luc-

yin 

IVith 
ales 
!ana 
ility 
:asp 

bit," 
its," 
ide. 

LEISURE Page7 

WWW.MEDIAJONEZ.COM 

Aaron McGruder's "The Boondocks" reflects the racial diversity and com­
plexity of combining childhood antics with contemporary political and 
social satire. 

Comic strip-turned TV 
series addresses social 
issues; hilarity ensues 
By Abel Horwitz 
U-WIRE 

For all the controversy that 
Aaron McGruder puts into his daily 
comic strip, . "The Boondocks," his 
most controversial moment might 
come from the first episode of the 
cartoon version he's making for 
Cartoon Network's Adult Swim. 

Huey Freeman, a 10-year-old 
African-American boy, walks up 
to a microphone at a garden party 
filled with rich white people and 
clears his voice. 

"Attention white people: Jesus 
was black, Ronald Reagan was the 
devil, and the government is lying to 
you about 9-11." 

The transition from a daily 
comic to a television show was dif­
ficult, he said. 

"The learning curve was brutal 
to say the least," McGruder said. 
"I had been doing the strip myself 
for five years and suddenly I'm in 
charge of a ton of very creative 
people who have their own ideas 
about the strip." 

One of the major changes is that in 
the comic strip McGruder can com­
ment on current news topics, but the 
cartoon is much more story- driven. 

"I decided to tackle news and take 
on the world in the strip and save the 
stories for the show," he said. 

McGruder always been a fan of 
Japanese anime, and he was con-

Iron & Wine, Calexico combine powers 
By John St. Denis 
U-WIRE 

Collaboration between musi­
cians requires a delicate balance. At 
its best, it leads to broader vistas and 
juxtapositions that might never have 
occurred to the separate artists. At its 
worst, it's a sludgy mess. 

Thankfully the joint efforts of 
Iron & Wine and Calexico on their 
"In the Reins" EP result in a harmo­
nious blending of their styles with a 
few pleasantly surprising jaunts. Sam 
Beam, the sole member of Iron & 
Wine, still shows his skill for hushed 
folk songs. With the addition of Cal ex­
ico's eclectic mix of mariachi, country 
and jazz, the resulting compositions 
are more muscular and engaging. 

The collaboration has been a long 
time coming. If the stars had aligned 
three years ago, Calexico would have 
been the backing band on the debut 
album of Iron & Wine. It didn't work 
out then, but as "In the Reins" and 
their current combined live show dem­
onstrate, it was always meant to be. 

"I was just a fan of their music 
and thought it would be fun to try," 
Beam explains. "I knew I wanted to 
do "He Lays in the Reins" with them, 
because I thought their instrumenta­
tion would work nicely with it. Then 
it was just a matter of picking (other 
songs) that fell tangentially in with 
the idea that 'in the reins' are these 
controlling factors." 

Calexico's drummer John Con­
vertino deflects all praise to Beam, 
"They're his songs. He just wanted 
the lusher sound and fuller arrange­
ment (that we could provide)." 

Convertino is more than a little 
modest about his band's contribu­
tion. According to him, Beam came 
into the studio with ideas about how 
to combine their sounds. "History of 
Lovers" is a prime example. A slice 
of bouncy Southern California pop, 

"If you could have heard the demo 
... it's slow, and Sam sings really softly," 
Convertino explains. "He came into the 
studio banging it out on his acoustic 
guitar. It has that groove." 

"Lovers" will likely be a high 
point of their show when they play 
Stubb 's on Sunday. Fully embracing 
the idea of collaboration, the bands 
are doing a long string of dates that 
will see each act playing a set before 
taking the stage together to perform 
"In the Reins" straight through. 

"It's something short of a miracle, 
but we were able to pull off doing 
the tour in the (United States) and 
Europe too," Convertino said. "Sam 
isn't quite as known in Europe. So 
it will be a great experience to intro-
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here in the States, where we're not as 
popular as him." 

There's that modesty again. With 
a long history of spectacular shows 
in Austin and the near-.constant rota­
tion on KGSR of their Love cover 
"Alone Again Or" last year, 
has earned a large fan base in Austin, 
Texas. With recent shows on this tour 
featuring surprise guests like Victoria 
Williams and Mike Watt (Minute­
men, fiREHOSE), the audience will 
be primed and ready for friends of 
both bands who might drop by. 

At the time we spoke, neither Con­
vertino nor Beam, who recently moved 
to Dripping Springs, Texas, would say 
what they have planned for Austin. 
Beam mischievously teased, "Even if 

The crowd freaks out and runs cerned with the look of his comic it's an unlikely product of either act. duce him there. That's the reverse of I did know, I'm not sure I'd teU." 
around in madness while Huey 
smiles. Welcome to the world of"The 
Boondocks." 

"The Boondocks" comic strip 
has fashioned itself as an outlet for 
McGruder to voice his opinions 
on race, politics and pop culture. 
It follows the adventures of Huey 
and his 8-year-old brother Riley, 
who moved into a predominantly 
white suburb of Chicago when their 
grandfather, Robert, became their 
legal guardian. 

· In 1999, when the strip first 
began, it was published in more 
than 150 newspapers, one of the 
largest launches of a daily comic 
ever. Six years later, it can now be 
read in more than 350 newspapers 

nationwide. 
"I don't think anybody could 

have predicted how quickly the 
strip got notoriety and an audience," 
McGruder said. 

"At first I felt very . . . not edu­
cated enough to be in the position 
I was in. It was a bit confusing as 
to why everyone was looking at me, 
but I was one of the few people (in 
the comics section) actually saying 
things." 

when it became animated. 
"I wanted 'The Boondocks' to 

look like it was made in Japan," he 
said. "We spent a whole lot of time 
trying to deconstruct anime and 
reconstruct it for an American audi­
ence. It was quite a challenge, but I 
believed that we could make a beau­
tifully animated comedy that makes 
adults laugh." 

Because his comic tackles con­
troversial issues, McGruder has been 
labeled as a prominent voice in the 
African-American community. Yet 
he refuses to accept this label. 

"If people say that I am, then 
it's out of my hands," he said. "I 
personally don't want to mislead 
people into thinking that I'm a 
political leader or that my show or 
strip is a political movement." 

McGruder defends his show, 
insisting that he's just making jokes. 

"It used to be that we had politi­
cized entertainers and political 
leaders," he said. "James Brown 
made political songs, but he wasn't 
a political leader. There's a void in 
black political leadership, so people 
have turned to the satirists and I 
think that this is wrong." 
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Avian flu not a 
threat in the U.S. 
Department of Agri­
culture tells residents 
not to be alarmed by 
avian threat. 
By The Daily Athenaeum 
U-WIRE 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention's 
Web site, there has been an out­
break of the avian influenza virus, 
also known as the H5Nl virus, 
among poultry in eight countries in 
Southeast Asia. 

Some of the countries that have 
encountered this pandemic include 
Cambodia, China and Indonesia. 

According to the CDC Web site, 
www.cdc.gov, the outbreak began 
during late 2003 when approxi­
mately 100 million birds in the 
aforementioned countries either 
died from the disease or were killed 
to control the outbreak. 

But Buddy Davidson, a com­
munications officer with the West 
Virginia Department of Agricul­
ture, wants people to know that 
poultry in the U:.nited States is in 
no danger. 

"We do not import poultry from 
those countries, and there has been no 
sign of the disease," said Davidson. 

"No poultry in the United States 
is infected with the avian influenza 
virus," added Dr. Greg Juckett, an 
associate professor of family medi­
cine and a physician with Student 
Health Service at West Virginia 
University. 

"This . virus only affects birds, 
and so far, it has only been kill­
ing birds in Southeast Asia and 
Europe." 

Juckett went on to say that a 

Crime: 
Continued from page 1 

ins. Even though no one was ever 
caught, the burglaries stopped when 
the school armed the most vulner­
able classrooms with motion-sensory 
alarms. 

"It would always be best to catch 
the perpetrator in the act, but some­
times that is almost impossible," 
Messina said. "So we have to take 
whatever steps possible to stop it from 
happening again." 

However, although campus security 
admits that they do not often catch the 
person responsible for the crime, this 
does not mean that they are not trying. 

"Crimes are always reported to 
the Honolulu Police Department," 
Messina said. "We also try to beef 
up security, especially in areas that 
are most susceptible, and ask stu­
dents and faculty to help by notifying 
security if they have any information 
about a crime." 

general version of influenza has 
the greatest effect on people over 
the age of 65, children under the 
age of two and people with chronic 
respiratory ailments. Besides, the 
avian flu itself has a high mortality 
rate even with people who are in 
poor health. 

But Juckett stresses that no 
one in the United States is in any 
danger. 

"People are fearing of what 
potentially could happen with this 
virus as opposed to what is hap­
pening," he said. 

"The only humans who have 
been killed by avian flu are 
people who live in Southeast Asia 
who have had close contact with 
birds." 

Juckett wants people to know 
that if they are considering travel­
ing to Southeast Asia in the future, 
they are not at risk of transmit­
ting avian flu, but he strongly rec­
ommends that people avoid live 
animal markets in that region and 
avoid handling live birds who are 
from that region. 

"This disease is only harmful 
to humans if it mutates and is able 
to spread from person to person," 
said Juckett. "Humans cannot 
catch it right now unless they come 
in close contact with sick birds." 

Juckett said the chances of a 
nationwide or worldwide flu pan­
demic are "pretty remote," but that 
approximately every 30 years, there 
has been an outbreak of influenza. 

"We're overdue," he said. 
However, Juckett continues to 

stress that people in the United 
States do not need to fear an out­
break of avian flu. 

"We are mainly concerned with 
the regular, garden-variety influ­
enza," he said. 

But some have criticized security 
for being too laid-back in alerting 
students of crimes. One student, who 
was sexually assaulted on campus 
in September, said that she reported 
the incident to security, and was told 
that flyers would be posted through­
out campus as a warning to students. 
However, nothing was posted until 
the following month, when another 
student was sexually assaulted in 
similar fashion. 

"I think they are way too lax 
about informing students, especially 
females, about something like this," 
said the female victim, who wished to 
remain anonymous. "Do they need a 
full-blown rape to occur before they 
take this seriously?" 

Messina went on to say that it is 
difficult to warn students through­
out campus about such problems 
because there is no way to effec­
tively reach all of them. He said that 
the only way to communicate such 
problems to students in a timely 
fashion is through announcing it 

Smoking: 
Continued from page 1 

school by bus each day, also said 
he did not realize that smokers need 
to be at least 50 feet away from the 
bus stop, according to the smoking 
policy. 

KCC student Carrie Lee is not a 
smoker and said she is offended that 
smokers do not obey the school's 
smoking policy. 

"I see people smoking by the 
nonsmoking signs all over the place. 
I wish they would respect other stu­
dents," Lee said. 

Keith Kashiwada is a KCC 
teacher, who is also a smoker. 

"Although I am admittedly in vio­
lation often of the rule, I understand 
and respect it. In my defense I make a 
conscious effort to smoke in an infre­
quently used area," Kashiwada said. 

He also said that he picked his 
office for the reason that it is close 
to a door where he often goes out to 
smoke. "I've never measured it (20 
feet away from building) but maybe 
now I will make a more conscious 
effort," Kashiwada said. 

According to the the UH web­
site www.hawaii.edu/smokingpolicy, 
smoking is prohibited in the follow­
ing areas: 

a. All interior space owned, rented, 
or leased by the university. 

b. In building courtyards, breeze­
ways, and terraces, on exterior stair­
ways and access ramps, and outdoor 
dining patios, terraces, and lanais. 

c. Within 20 feet of building 
entrances, exits, air intake ducts, 
vents, and windows of buildings that 
are not air-conditioned. 

d. Within 50 feet of designated 
pick-up and drop-off points for campus 
and public bus transportation. 

e. Within the gates of the universi­
ty's outdoor sports and performing arts 
stadiums and arenas, including walk­
ways, corridors, and seating areas. 

f. Any area that has been desig­
nated by the person having control of 
the area as a non-smoking area and 
marked with a no smoking sign. 

to the department chairs and deans 
(which they already do), who then in 
turn pass the warning along to their 
students. 

Although campus security real­
izes that more can always be done 
to reduce the amount of crimes com­
mitted on campus, Messina said that 
they are doing the best they can with 
current resources. However, for the 
future, Messina said that he would 
like to see a curfew instituted that 
would not allow people on campus 
after a certain time. Additionally, he 
said that he would like to see paid 
parking at KCC, because it would 
create a more-controlled environ­
ment that allows security to monitor 
cars coming and going from campus, 
and more security guards. 

If you are the victim of a crime, 
or have information about one, 
immediately contact campus 
security at 734-9900. lfyou are 
injured and need help, ca/1911 
first, then campus security. 

Recycle: 
Continued from page 1 

paper bins down to the parking, and 
the use of electric carts would help 
accelerate the process. 

At the beginning of the spring 
2005 semester, the beverage deposit 
system was introduced by the state, 
and some students decided to turn the 
beverage containers in for the 5-cent 
redemption. 

"My group was designated for 
beverage containers so last semester 
we had to drive the containers to a 
recycling center," said KCC student 
Chyann Winter, who participated 
in the project last semester. "Luck­
ily one of my group members lived 
in Hawaii Kai close to a recycling 
center." 

While the students transport the 
materials to the parking lot, they must 
also calculate the volume of the paper 
they have and count the amount of 
beverage containers. 

"How I incorporated it into my 
class (last semester) was they had 
to collect data and create graphs and 
apply what we were learning in class, 
which was graphing," Scanlan said. 

Students of the math 24 class are 
participating in the project as they 
would in a service learning proj-

ect, by taking the concepts learned 
in class and applying them to a real 
experience, in this case, recycling. 

"At first I thought it didn't make 
much sense to do a recycling project 
for a math class, but then she (Scan­
lan) explained how it relates to math 
concepts," Lopez said. 

On campus there are six recycling 
bins located in Kalia, Olapa, Olona, 
Iliahi, Kopiko and Ohia. At each site 
there is one new 96-gallon green bin 
for HI 5 beverage containers, and 
one bin for paper. There is also a 
brand new seventh bin located at the 
Kauila building, which is being man­
aged by the students of the radiologic 
technology program. The green bins 
are being provided by the City and 
County of Honolulu, and were first 
used for curbside recycling, but were 
replaced by the blue 62-gallon bins 
which were used up until recently. 
On Oct. 18, Mayor Hanneman ended 
the curbside recycling program with 
plans to enhance other aspects of the 
city's overall recycling program. 

Those who would like to learn 
more about recycling can attend 
"Discover Recycling Fair" this week 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at 
the Blaisdell Center Arena. The fair 
is free and will provide information 
about recycling, including displays 
and recycling demonstrations. 
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