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"Living on Tokyo Time'" --

An entertaining lesson
in communication

By Jean Chanson

Until relatively recently, small
independantly produced films like
Steven Okazaki’s enjoyable
"Living on Tokyo Time" (now
playing at the Varsity 2 theater)
have drawn almost no attention
from the general film-going pub-
lic. This is not counting movies
that have achieved either cult
status among college students (e.g.,
"Liquid Sky," with its portrait of
brutal androgyny and glimpses
into the New York underground
nightclub scene of a few years
back; David Lynch’s disturbingly
surrealistic "Eraserhead") or been
lifted into the circle of "art" films
and become the subject of much
rumination for "serious" cineaes-
thetes and film students.

Until relatively recently, that is;
the American film-going public,
having finally begun to grow
nauseated by the run-of-the-mill,
feed -the viscera, starve the cere-
brum film fare trundled out of
Hollywood over the last few years
(from "Rambo" to "Friday the
13th, Part MCMXLI" to "King
Kong Lives"), is starting to de-
mand a little more for the five
bucks or more it spends on the
movies it goes to see. This could
help bring some well-deserved
mass attention to the work of
small independant filmmakers,
who put sweat and invention into
their work not necessarily because
they’re far more talented than

most of the old hands who work
in the big time, but because they
haven’t got the money or the cal-
cified and formulaic thought
processes that allow them to be
lazy.

One notable example of sweat
and creativity was last year’s
"She’s Gotta Have It," Spike Lee’s
lighthearted, funny and artfully
done film about a sexually free
young woman and her three com-
peting = Valentinos, which was
made in something like a week on
a budget that couldn’t have
bought a shoestring, let alone be
described as one. "She’s Gotta
Have It" drew more than the usual
art crowd audience that goes to
small films and got Spike Lee,
resuming the persona of his
character Mars from the film, a
guest spot and a showing of one

of his short films on "Saturday

Night Live."

"Living on Tokyo Time," di-
rected by Okazaki from a screen-
play by Okazaki and John Mc-
Cormick, is not nearly as well
thought out as Lee’s "She’s Gotta
Have It," and it lacks the latter
film’s city-slicker chic photo-
graphic styling, which occassion-
ally veered into annoying fashion-
magazine artificiality. Like Lee’s
film, "Tokyo Time" seems almost
to be designed to draw attention
from both the "serious" film stu-
dent crowd and the faddish crowd
that makes cult movies (or at
least, it is being promoted this

Ken Nakagawa and Minako Ohashi play an American -born Japanese man
and a Japanese immigrantcaught in a cross-cultural marriage in "Living on T
okyo Time,"' now playing at the Varsity 2 theater.

way).

"Tokyo Time," however, is
rougher around the edges than
"She’s Gotta Have It," full of
quirky, amateurish mistakes, one
or two very bad acting perfor-
mances, and some murky charac-
terization, which, ironically, are
what help make the film endear-
ing.

"Living on Tokyo Time" is the
story of a young, ingenuous fe-
male Japanese immigrant named
Kyoko (played with a naturally
reserved, almost austere innocence
by Minako Ohashi, who is herself
a young immigrant from Japan)
who comes to San Fransisco hop-
ing to start a new life after having
been dumped by her husband
back home. In order to stay in
the country, Kyoko enters a tem-
porary marriage of convenience
with a young, American-born
Japanese man named Ken (Ken
Nakagawa, who portrays the
character as if he had just fallen
out of bed throughout the film),
who plays in a "heavy metal" band

and is experiencing undefined
longings to reach for his missing
cultural background. (the charac-
terization of Ken is one spot
where things get murky; the fact
that he doesn’t particularly care
for manju doesn’t quite explain
why he has reason to feel he'’s
missing something important in
his life.) Kyoko, for her part, is
perfectly content with their tem-
porary marriage arrangements,
which fit perfectly with her plan
to stay in America; Ken, however,
begins to see potential for bigger
things, a more long-lasting rela-
tionship. What follows is a some-
what frustrating but entertaining
object lesson in communication.

Beneath the promotional hype
of "Romance, Rejection, Rock ‘n’
Roll," is a neat, enjoyable little
film that deserves more than the
patronizing attention and faddish
status its publicity -campaign,
seems to be seeking for it. But
don’t go and see it expecting it to
be as slickly produced as its
package.
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Army Community Theater

The Army Community Theater
presents "The King and I
‘General Admission is $6.00. Call
655-9081 for season ticket
information. It weill be held in
Aliamanu Military Resv.
Community Center on Sept. 18 &
19 and at Schofield Barracks SGT.
Smith Theater on Sept. 25 & 26.

Auditions for A Pulitzer price
winning musical "South Pacific" is
being held by ' the Army
Community Theater at 7 p.m. on
the following dates

Qet s e Bort
Richardson Theater

Oct. 6 --Aliamanu Mil. Resv.
Community Center X

Shafter

Oct. 7 -- Schofield Barracks
SGT Smith Theater .
"South Pacific" will be

performed on Dec. 3,4,and 5 at

Fort Shafter, Dec. 11 and 12 at-

Aliamanu and Dec.11 and 12 at
Aliamanu and Dec. 18 and 19 at
Schofield Barracks.

UH Drama

The University of Hawaii
Student Organization of Drama
and Dance is sponsoring a new
play by Puay Tin Leow titled "In
the Heart of the Pyramid". It is
directed by Catherine

Vandertun. It will be held on
September 3,4,5 and 6 at the
University Lab Theater.
Thursdays thru Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m..

Admission is $2.00 donation at the .

Toin-Kai Koto Concert

Kapiolani - Community Collge
will present a special evening of
Japanese classical Koto music,
Toin-Kai  Keto Concert on
Tuesday, September 22, 1987 at 7
p.m. in the Maile Auditorium on
the Diamond Head campus.
Tickets for the evening
performance may be purchased by
calling the office of Community
Services, 734-9211 and are $8.
Seating is limited so advance

door. sticket purchases are encouraged.
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For more information call Glen
Grant at 734-9211.

WHITE MOUNTAIN
ICE CREAM

REAL ICE CREAM
Made in Hawaii Daily,
The Olde Fashioned Way

COUPON IS WORTH

50¢ OFF

Now Locally Otmed
and Operated
819 Kapahulu Ave. - 2139 Kuhio Ave.

734-8754 922.7791
Coupon Expires 9/6/87
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1 tuesday

2 wednesday

3 thursday

KCC Job Center/Liberty House 3
workshop for KCC students 12 noon to 2 [
p.m. Bldg. 926-DH :

UH Drama & Dance play "In the Heart
of the Pyramid" 8 p.m. University Lab
Theater. Admission $2.

4 friday

"Back to School Party" for KCC
students. Pensacola campus 8:30 - 12:30
p.m.

S safurday

"In the Heart of the Pyramid" University

Lab Theater 8 p.m.

6 sunday

"In the Heart of the Pyramid" University :
Lab Theater 8 p.m.

/ monday

Labor Day no school

8 tuesday

Tuition Waivers

Tuition Wavers for Voluntary
Service

Applications for Tuition Wavers
for Voluntary Services are now
available at the Financial Aid
Office. These awards are a
recognition of various type of
service activities to the school
community and will be a
reimbursement of tuition for the
current semester. The voluntary
service must have been performed
before the application is
submitted. Application deadline
is November 25, 1987.

Pacific- Asian Scholarships
Pacific-Asian Scholarships

Applications for Pacific Asian -

Scholarships for 1987-88 are now
available at the Financial Aid
office. These scholarships cover
tuition for one academic year.
Unlike previous years, this award
is now open to Hawaii residents,
although residents of other Pacific
and Asian areas have first
priority. Applicants must be
continuing  students with a
cumulative GPA of 3.5 or better.
The Deadline to apply is Sept. 25,
1987.

Student Athletics

By Lisa Hart

KCC is now organizing athletic
teams for the 1987-88 school year.
Students are encouraged to sign up
for sports that interest them.

There are no organized teams
now, so you can be instrumental
in beginning your team. Sign up
at the student activity office at
the Pensacola campus.

For more information, contact
Don Fujimoto at 531-4654.

Liberty House sessions

Liberty House is looking for
students and staff for part-time
sales work days, weekends, and
evenings. They are also interested
in people who want to work only
for their big promotional sales.

An informational workshop will
be presented by KCC’s Job
Placement Center in conjunction
with the Liberty House Personnel
Department.

Students will meet personnel
managers from the Downtown,
Kahala, and Waikiki stores. This
will be an informational session
only - not an interview.

The workshop will be Thurs-
day, Sept. 3, from noon till 2 pm.
at bldg. 926 at Diamond Head
campus.

Rock Concert

Tickets for the Gregg Allman
Band "Rock to the Islands will go
on sale Saturday, August 15 at all
Funway outlets and Sears stores.
The concert will take place in
Andrews Ampitheater on
Saturday, Sept. 12. Tickets are
$15.

World Cup Surfing '

Hard Rock Cafe World Cup of
Surfing

On Nov. 23 till Dec. 1 1987, a
$40,000 Hard Rock Cafe World
Cup of Surfing Lead contest will
be held on Sunset Beach, North
shore of Oahu It is being
sponsored by the Hard Rock Cafe
of Honolulu. The participants of
this contest are the world’s top
professionally-ranked surfers, 96
professional and amateur trialists
in preliminary rounds and 16
seeded surfers.

information line

KCC plans 10 walking tours

KCC announces 10 walking
tours to give-insights into legends,
stories and history of Honolulu.
Ka’ao’o Honolulu or Stories of
Honolulu.
different tours:

Tour #1: Salty Sea Tales:
Maritime Honolulu

9:30 - 1130 a.m.
Saturdays, Sept. 19;
Oct. 17; Nov. 21; Dec. 19
and Jan 1--meet at
Pier 7 Falls of Clyde
#2: Honoruru, 1831: A
Voyage into Time
10:00 - 12:00 a.m.
Saturdays, Nov. 14;
Dec. 12; Jan. 9-- meet at
Mission Houses
Museum
#3:  Ghosts of Old
Honolulu
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Tuesdays, Sept. 15;
Nov. 17; Dec. 15; Jan 19--
meet at Hawaii State
Library.
#4: Revolution!
9:00 a.m. - 12:00p.m.
Saturdays, Sept. 5; Oct.
3; Nov. 7; Dec. §; Jan. 2- -
meet at ‘’lolani Palace Royal
Barracks

The following are the .

#5. Myths and Mele of
Old Hawaii
9:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Saturdays, Sept. 19;
Oct.17; Nov. 21; Dec. 19;
Jan 16--meet at Aloha
Tower Fountain
#6: The Magic of Waikiki
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Saturdays, Sept. 26;
Oct. 24; Nov. 28; Jan 23--meet
at The Cannon at the Natatorium
#7: Nali’l. The Kings &
Queens of Hawaii
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Thursdays, Sept. 10;
Oct. 8; Nov. 12; Dec. 10;
Jan. 14--meet at Queen
Liliuokalani Statue, State
' Capitol
#8: A Strool through
Kaimuki in the 1930’s '
#9: A Child’s View of the
Old Hawaii
#10: Honolulu: The Crime
Beat
The cost for each tour is $5 for
adults and $2. for children 5-15
years. Senior citizens are entitled
to a $1. discount.
For more information or to
register for the tour, please call
Maile Williams at 734-9211-

LOWER YOUR TUITION & TEXTBOOK COST!
SCHOLARSHIP
& FINANCIAL AID
SERVICES OF HAWAII
Providing College Financial Help for High School,
Vocational ,College and Graduate Students

We GUARANTEE to lead you to money for college or
your money refunded.

For more information and application Call 942-3786, Ext. 838

1750 Kalakaua Ave. Suite 3-838 Honolulu, Hi. 96826
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