












KAPI'O March 10, 1998 

LEtTERS 
(Con't) 

Math Repeater Policy defended 
First of all, I would like to thank one on this campus has come up with shown no improvement in success 

the Kapi 'o staff for the rather exten- an alternative plan to better serve the rates. In fact, our students tell us the 
sive coverage the past few weeks needs of our incoming students. opposite ... the success rates would 
given to the proposed Math Repeater Since 1995, the Math faculty has improve if we took out the applica-
Policy currently before the Faculty willingly accepted five extra students tions (the dreaded "word problems") 
Senate Curriculum Committee. The during regular registration into every and concentrated only on the alge-
coverage has accurately portrayed the Math class numbered below 100, ere- bra, since the applications is what 
issues that have sparked much inter- ating seats for over 300 students and gives our students the most difficulty. 
esting, and sometimes heated, discus- saving the college over $30,000 each Much of the blame for students' 
sian throughout the campus. semester. This policy was developed difficulties in math courses is un-

The proposal was originally sent to help the college deal with its bud- justly placed on the mathematics fac-
to the administration and the Faculty getary problems by providing oppor- ulty, yet no credit is ever given to the 
Senate Chairman in Octoberof1992. tunities for more students with sub- many contributions made by the math 
Although the proposal has gone stantial savings to the school. No faculty that allows our completion 
through many revisions since then, otherdepartmentoncampushasdone rates to be significantly higher than 
it is encouraging that after six years, as much to provide opportunities for the national average. A few come 
it is finally getting the serious con- students to take classes, and yet, we immediately to mind: 
sideration that it deserves. feel that much more needs to be done. 1. Volunteer staffing of the Learn-

The primary purpose of the pro- This policy is a step in that direction. ing Assistance Center-Many math 
posal is to provide seats in math Much of the discussion that has faculty members have volunteered to 
classes for incoming students, giving arisen from the Math Repeater pro- tutor in the LAC. More than a third 
them their best opportunity to sue- posal has centered around issues that of math tutoring hours are provided 
ceed. It is the general consensus of the proposal was not meant to ad- by faculty ... no other department has 
mathematics educators nationwide dress. There have been numerous offered that type of support to the 
that students' mathematical skills di- comments made regarding the diffi- LAC. 
minish over time (many of our stu- culties in math encountered by stu- 2. Development of Math lOOH-
dents take their last math course prior dents . This problem is not unique to Math lOOH is an innovative college 
to entering KCC in their sophomore KCC. According to a representative level math course that serves the 
year of high school). To not provide from Academic Systems in Berkeley, needs of our students in the Health 
opportunities for new students to take CA, the completion rates (D or Sciences and Nursing. This course is 
math classes in th_eir first semester higher) for remedial math courses are a collaborative effort between Math, 
here dooms many of them to failure. around 42 percent nationally. Over Nursing, and Health Science faculty 
When students reflect on their first the last four years, the completion that was developed almost entirely 
registration experience at KCC, the rates in these courses at KCC has through faculty initiative. 
word "frustration" often comes up. been close to 60 percent. 3. Development of Math 80 (cur-
We admit hundreds of students each At KCC, more than 70 percent of rently math 98)-This course uses an 
semester who have little or no oppor- our students place at the remedial alternative approach to teaching al-
tunity to enroll in the courses they math level while the national aver- gebra for vocational students prepar-
need. With KCC now requiring all age is 53 percent. Many of our new ing to take Math 100. This class em-
students in AS programs to complete students have not taken any math phasizes "Math in Context" and is 
a 100 level math course, the two year courses in over two years and have considered "cutting edge." We have 
college degree is rapidly becoming a forgotten what little they learned in been contacted by mainland schools 
myth. high school. for more information on the course 

While many well-intentioned The easy thing to do in a situa- to possibly serve as a model for other 
people on this campus have argued tion like this is to point fingers. The schools. While it is too early to de-
against the proposal because of its Dean of Instruction has commented clare this course a complete success, 
possible negative impact on some that he feels that more applications we feel that we are on the right track 
students (in fact, it would only affect are needed in our algebra classes, yet in servicing the needs of our students. 
students who have already received he has failed to provide the math fac- It is anticipated that in the future, this 
two F's or W's in the same course ulty with any concrete evidence that course will be open to Liberal Arts 
and an exception policy has been doing so would improve success students as well. 
developed that addresses the con- rates. Most of such attempts on the 4. Active Involvement with ACE-
cernsraised by Student Congress), no Mainland that we are aware of have The Access to College Excellence 

... Albert Stories continued from page 6 

I hate this place. I hate the laughing 
zombies. I hate the constant beeping 
of machines in the room. And air. And 
then there is THAT feeling. The pres­
ence of death is looming. I can feel 
it. And I can smell its nauseating 
stench. 

He opens his eyes on the second 
day. When he talks it makes me feel 
safe; makes me feel happy to know 
that he's breathing. It doesn't matter 
that it doesn't sound like him It's the 
tubes and the total fasting that makes 
his voice funny. The tubes feed him. 
The tubes keep him alive. They say 
he's stable enough to move out of In­
tensive Care. "Bring my cookbooks 
tomorrow," he smiles weakly. But he 
knows he cannot eat. 

"Classic Home Cooking," he 
reads aloud in a hoarse voice. "And 
my favorite Pillsbury book too!" He 
smiles. Images of the little boy with 
the ruddy cheeks and golden blond 
hair flash by me. Albert. He flips 
through the myriad pages-with great 
excitement, pointing to this cake and 
that soup that he's most definitely 
going to make when he gets better. 

But he's lying in the cold hospi­
tal bed with the bandages over his ab­
domen. It hurts, then the morphine, I 
remember. The wounds haven't 
healed yet, the pain hasn't gone away. 
The side effects from the massive 
doses of medications - and the pred­
nisone - makes his hurting grow 
worse. But he continues on flipping 
through the pages of his cookbooks, 
and for that moment he seems truly 
happy. 

There is no large intestine. There 
is no colon. "The Bag will make you 
depressed; you might feel upset, an­
gry, or frustrated in the beginning, 
everyone does, but that's normal," 
said all the doctors and nurses. A few 
inches below his belly button and to 
the right is The Bag. The holding 
pouch for his waste products. The 
doctors and nurses treat it as if it were 
some evil part suddenly attached to 
him that he must, by nature, despise. 
Yet all he sees is the "cure" to his suf­
fering, the Beautiful Bag that took all 
the pain away, that will soon make 
him able to run, to cook, to eat. 

When I get better, I'm going to 

bake this dessert," he said, pointing 
to the most extravagant looking dark 
chocolate, brownie-type, cake-look­
ing desert with crushed macadamia 
nut bits on top. "It won a million dol­
lars in the Pillsbury Bake-off, you 
know." "When I get better enough to 
walk, can you come downstairs with 
me to the gift-shop to get more cook­
books? I really wanna get some Ha­
waiian and Chinese food cookbooks. 
I really want the recipe for Manapua, 
too, you know." "I'm so happy they 
got rid of the sick intestines. When I 
get better, I can't wait to eat! I'm so 
happy! I can't wait to eat again!" 
There was not one tear, not one pout, 
not one flash of anger or frustration 
toward The Bag. 

He had been sick for almost four 
years. It all began two months before 
his thirteenth birthday for reasons we 
still do not know or understand. I al­
ways used to think that that little boy 
died on that day. I watched the 
chubby, ruddy faced, 
bright-eyed,healthy little golden 
haired Munchkin boy turn into a 
deathly thin, ashen skinned, sparse 

Program for new students was co­
founded by a member of the math 
faculty. More math instructors have 
been actively involved in the pro­
gram since its inception than from 
any other academic discipline. 

It would be easy for the math fac­
ulty to point fingers also. We could 
point to the high schools. Over 70 
percent of our incoming students 
place at the ninth grade math level 
or below. Students come to us with a 
genuine fear and/or hatred of math. 
These feelings make it far more dif­
ficult to teach students in math than 
in other disciplines. 

We could also point toward Stu­
dent Services. KCC does little to pre­
pare students in making the transi­
tion to college. No comprehensive 
orientation program that covers im­
portant topics like notetaking, study 
skills, and time management has ever 
existed in the 12 years I've been at 
KCC. KCC spends inordinately more 
time orienting its new faculty than it 
does its students. 

We could also easily point to the 
students themselves since, ultimately, 
they are responsible for their own 
learning. In a recent issue of Kapio, 
the four students interviewed about 
their ideas about why people have 
difficulty in math classes all made 
reference to this. 

However, it serves no purpose to 
place blame anywhere. The math fac­
ulty is more interested in continuing 
our efforts to improve math educa­
tion at KCC. In that regard, we have 
invited representatives from Student 
Congress to meet with us on April 3 
to discuss problems and possible so­
lutions. We strongly encourage ALL 
KCC STUDENTS to get involved 
and to contact their Student Congress 
representatives to voice their opin­
ions. 

In the meantime, we ask for 
everyone's serious con.sideration of 
our proposal. It is far less restrictive 
than the policies already in effect at 
the other UH Community Colleges . 

haired, dull and swollen-eyed young 
man. He lost all his friends and his 
passion for roller blades and running 
Eating and cooking, his truest loves 
in life, were stripped away. But he 
never lost hope. After four years, 
through all the pain, the suffering and 
the cabinets full of toxic and debili­
tating medications, he did not give 
up hope. He never gave up. 

When I see that boy lying in that 
hospital bed still, I sometimes cry. Or 
when I'm alone or in the dark, in the 
blackness I can see his image on that 
first day after surgery;, the blood 
splotches, the swollen eyes, and the 
boy tangled within the labyrinth of 
medical vines. And the tears just be­
gin to flow. But I'll never show my 
tears to him. When I'm by his side, 
when I see that small smile peep 
through his pain, I'm truly happy. I'm 
happy because I know he's happy, 
and that's all that matters. I found the 
most brilliant smile on his face when 
I woke up one morning from my 
half-sleep on the small, bumpy hos­
pital guest bed beside him in that cold 
room smelling of medications and 

Although the policy was not designed 
to improve student motivation (an 
issue that the Mathematical Associa­
tion of America has deemed a major 
problem at the two year college), our 
colleagues at other campuses tell us 
that with a repeater policy in place, 
students seem to try harder the sec­
ond time when they repeat a class, 
an added benefit. We hope that 
people recognize that this proposal 
was designed with the best interests 
of our students, particularly our new 
students, at heart. 

Andrew Pak 
KCC Mathematics Coordinator 

A student's view 
A student failing the same math 

class twice is obviously a serious 
problem, for that student! I think a 
new student should be given the op­
portunity to enroll in the class before 
the failing student enrolls in the same 
class for a third time. Failing the same 
class twice should void the privilege 
of early registration for that class by 
the failing student. 

Mr. Wehrman comments regard­
ing how other campuses are handling 
this problem left me somewhat dis­
concerted. To say "They don't re­
ally know if it's working but they 
'feel' that it is" is ridiculous. I for one 
could care less what they feel or don't 
feel. I want to know if the program 
for repeating a class is working or 
not. 

If I could make a proposal it 
would be for the failing student to 
enroll, and receive a passing grade 
for remedial math at an adult educa­
tion course. Evening courses are pro­
vided at local area high schools. 

If the school allows a failing stu­
dent to enroll in a class for a third 
time before a new student is allowed 
to enroll even once, it is propagating 
an injustice to the new student and 
slapping the face of higher education. 

Respectfully Submitted. 
Joe Chavez 
Epsd41 a@ aloha. com 

death. In his hand was his favorite 
Pillsbury book, opened specifically 
to page 271 with his finger directly 
over the picture of the million dollar 
"Macadamia Fudge Torte." "I'm go­
ing to make this for you guys when I 
get better," he said to my mother and 
me,. "I'm going to make this for you 
guys, I promise!" 

A Ball and Glove 
Continued from page 5 

I took that baseball with me when I 
moved to the mainland and I kept it 
in my living room. The night my fa­
ther passed away, I awoke in my bed­
room and stared in confusion at my 
dresser. It was sitting there so that it 
would be the first thing I would see. 
It was our ball. In my heart, I believe 
that my father had come to tell me 
good bye. The first thing he gave to 
me, that tired old glove, now sits 
alongside that very special ball, the 
last thing we'd gotten together. 

I have a ball 
and a tired old glove 

and the memories of my father 
and of a game that we love. 
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Transfer Advising (General) 
Jodi Kunimoto (KCC Counselor) 

will be presenting a Transfer Advis­
ing workshop. Learn how to get the 
information you need in order to 
transfer from KCC to UH Manoa 
Programs or other Bachelor degree 
colleges and universities. Will be 
held on Friday, Mar. 13 in '!lima 
103 (Maida Kamber Center). 
UH MAnoa: John A. Burns 
School of Medicine 

Join the staff from the John A. 
Bums School of Medicine, Univer­
sity of Hawaii at Manoa for an in­
formation session: lwalani Else (Re­
cruiting Coordinator), Marilyn 
Nishiki (Admissions Coordinator), 
Agnes Malate (lmi Hoola Program) 

Len Tanaka (1st year Medical 
Student). This session will be held 
onMonday,Mar.16fromnoon-1:15 
p.m. in 'Ohi'a 103. If you have any 
questions contact Rosie Harrington 
at 734-9500. 
UH MAnoa: Engineering 

John Rand (KCC Pre-Engineer­
ing advisor) & Sheryl Nojima (Asst. 
Dean, UHM College of Engineering) 
will be presenting programs require­
ments and opportunities in civil, 
electrical, & mechanical engineering 
at UHM. Will •be held on Monday, 
Mar. 16 from noon-1:15 p .m. in 
Koki'o 209. 

Workshops 
Preparing for a Placement Test 

What should you do to prepare 
yourself for the English and Math 
Placement Test? This workshop in­
forms you on what you need to know 
about getting ready for it. Mar. 19 
from1:30-2:30p.m.in 'lli'ahi 103. 
1\nning Point 

For those Single Parents & 
Homemakers who are still unde­
cided or new to KCC, a strong rec­
ommendation is to enroll in the 
Turning Point a career exploration 
seminar which will be offered dur­
ing Spring 1998 semester. The new 
dates are set for Mar. 31 - May 26, 
1998. The class will meet for 9 con­
secutive Tuesdays, from 9:00- 11:30 
am. Estimated cost is $25, which 
covers tuition, textbook and materi­
als. To find out more about this ex­
citing course call the SP/DH pro­
gram at 734-9500 or stop by 'llima 
103. 
Fiction Writing 

It is not too late to sign up for a 
fiction writing class taught by visit­
ing professor Chaman Nahal. The 
course will run from March 14-April 
25, six consecutive Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to noon. Cost is $400. Class 
will meet in 'lliahi 202A. Nahal is 
internationally acclaimed author of 
"The Ghandi Quartet." Long and 
short fiction will be examined. In 

Music, Theatre & The Arts 
Honolulu Academy of Arts 

On Saturday, March 14, at 7:30 
p.m., The Honolulu Academy of 
Arts will be showing "The Flying 
Camel", on behalf of the Congre­
gational Sof Ma'arav. 

The film is a comical take on life 
in Tel Aviv, which follows the 
dreams of a Jewish professor, an 
Arab garbage collector, and an Ital­
ian former nun. This film is the 
Wolgian prizewinner in the Jerusa­
lem Film Festival. It is performed 
in Hebrew, with English subhead­
ings. 

A second feature will also be 
shown with the movie. "The Sec­
ond Watch" is about the mischie­
vous adventures of two soldiers -
an Israeli and a Jordanian - who 
are on patrol at a remote border post. 
This film won Best Short Film in 
the Dresden International Film Fes­
tival. 

Campus Info. 
PARADE OF CULTURES TO 

HELP OPEN INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL 

Show ethnic pride. Be a part of 
the parade of cultures on Tuesday, 
March 17, from 9:30- 10:15 a.m. It 
will include a band to lead the pa­
rade, and students and faculty that 
represent their culture or country in 
native dress. In addition, other stu­
dents dressed in green (to honor St. 
Patrick's Day) will distribute Festi­
val programs and candy along the 
parade route. The parade will start 
and end at 'Ohia and weave through 
campus. The idea is to celebrate the 
international flavor that is an impor­
tant part of KCC, while adding to 
the festive nature of the opening cer­
emonies. 

Registration forms are available 
from all the committee members, 
and may be picked up at Kalia 114. 
The deadline for submitting the 
forms is Monday, March 9. 

Admission is $10, $5 for stu­
dents, and tickets may be purchased 
at the door. 
International Films 

The International Student Club 
sponsoring two international filrns; 
March 17th Tues, "Barefoot Gen" 
animated from Japan. Barefoot Gen 
is a true story about a courageous 
boy Who has survived the bombing 
of Hiroshima. 

On Wednesday March 18th, we 
will show "To Live" from China. To 
Live is a powerful, award winning 
film about a man gambling away his 
family's money. 

Activities 
Practical Traveling in Japan 

Guest lecturer David Cisan will 
be presenting the Practical Travel­
ing in Japan seminar on Tuesday 
March, 24. It will be held in Room 
102 of the Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawaii, Weinberg Building at 
7:00 p.m. Seminar fee is $5 for 
members and $7 for non-members. 
Deadline to Register is Monday, 
Mar. 17. To register or for more in­
formation, call the JCCH at 945-
7633. 
Washi Jewelry 

Sadie Toyofuku presents a Washi 
Jewelry Making class on Saturday, 
Mar. 21 from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Center in Room 102. Participants 
will learn how to use chiyogami 
(Japanese decorative papers) to 
fashion a pair of earrings and a neck­
lace. Class Fee is $5 for members 
and $7 for non-members. There is 
an additional supply fee for the class 
kits and use of adhesives, tools and 
supplies. Kit prices are as follows: 
Earrings $6-$8; Necklace $10. Ad­
ditional kits will be available to pur­
chase. Limited enrollment. Dead­
line to Register is Monday, Mar. 17. 
To register or for more information, 
call the Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawaii at 945-7633. 

addition to budding novelists and as­
piring writers, the course is designed 
for anyone with an interest in writ­
ing. 
Fitness TV 

"Fitness Forum" is a new TV se­
ries exploring healthy lifestyles, with 
host Dr. Larry Fee (Ph. D.), exercise 
physiologist. It will air on Olelo. 
Channel 55, 8:30 to 9:00PM, Satur­
day & Sunday. The series will run 
for 10 weeks. (The same series will 
begin again around mid-June, as 
well.)The following is the schedule 
of programs: 
Achieving and Maintaining Ideal 
Body Weight (Pt.2) March 14 &15 
The Honolulu Marathon Clinic 
March 21 & 22 
Is Honolulu a Bicycle-Friendly City? 
March 28 & 29 
The Female Athlete: Special Consid­
erations April 4 & 5 
Pregnancy and Exercise: April 11 
&12 
The Benefits of Working Out in a 
Group: Apri118 &19 
The Oahu Perimeter Relay: April 
25 & 26 
Age Is No Barrier: Veteran Athletes: 
May 2 & 3 
Are Sports Supplements Necessary? 
May 9 & 10 
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General Info. 

Mediation Center Hours 
The Mediation Center can pro­

vide an informal, confidential pro­
cess for conflict resolution for KCC 
students, faculty, and staff. Media­
tors facilitate the communication 
between the involved parties so that 
an agreement can be reached that's 
acceptable to both parties. The Me­
diation Center is located in 'lliahi 
210. Mediation Center volunteers 
will be available in the Mediation 
Center MWF 9:00-10:00 a.m. and 
TWTh noon-2:00p.m. to do the ini­
tial intake and scheduling of possible 
mediation cases. Call 734-9321 or 
send e-mail to mediate@ leahi.kcc. 
hawaii.edu. 

CORRECTION 
The March 3 edition of 

Kapi 'o incorrectly spelled 
Chaman Nahal's name. We 
apologize for the error. Kapi'o 
would also like to remind stu­
dents, that there is still space 
available for Nahals' upcom­
ing Fiction Writing course, 
which begins March 14. For 
more information, contact 
Mike Moses at 734-570. To 
register, call 734-9211. 

----~-

Want Ads 

Free Cash Grants! 
College. Scholarships. 
Business. Medical bills. Never 
Repay. Toll Free 1-800-218-
9000 Ext. G-15351. 
SEIZED CARS from 
$175. 
Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys, 
BMW's, Corvettes. Also 
Jeeps, 4WD's. Your Area. Toll 
Free 1-800·218-9000 Ext. A-
15351. 
GOV'T FORECLOSED 
homes from pennies on $1. 
Delinquent Tax, Repo's. 
REO's. Your Area. Toll Free 
(1) 800-218-9000 Ext. H-
11467 for current listing. 

Lost & Found 
Keys, purses, wallets 
and pagers may be 
turned in to Olopua 
1 03, as of March 1 0. 
All other items must be 
turned in at the Stu­
dent Activities Office. 
For more information, 
call 734-9542. 

Job Placement Opportunities Contest Info. 

The following job listings can be found in the Job Placement Office in 
!lima 103, or by calling 734-9514. The Diamond Journal 

staff needs unpublished 
Enolish essays from 
KCC students. Submis-

Restaurants Positions 
FT Line Prep/Cook 4-S Days/ 

week from 3:30-11:00 p.m. Experi-
enced Wage/DOE 
Dishwasher 

No Experience Needed PT 5-11 
p.m. $6.50/hr. 
Bus Boy 

Experience Needed PT 5-11 p.m. 
$5.05/hr. +tips 
Guest Service Coordinator 

FT & PT positions . Coordinates 
Services to be provided to arriving 
departing private aircraft under di-

A Night In India 

Two Evenings 
Thursday, April 2 
Friday, April 3 

Kapi'olani Community College 
Ka'lkena Dining Room 

Featuring an array of finely pre­
pared Indian dishes to delight 
your palate. 
$40.00 per person/ check payable 
to KAPE-UH Foundation 
For reservations call 734-9715 

rect supervision of Guest Services 
Manger or Supervisor. Previous ex­
perience in aviation, airline, or cus-
tomer service desirable. Basic Math; 
typing 45 wpm; I 0 key by touch; per­
sonal computer. $7 .00/hr. 
Student Helper 

Under the general supervision of 
the supervising secretary, the student 
help would perform various clerical 
functions. Must be enrolled in an 
educational institution on a full-time 
basis. 19/hr./week $5 .75/hr. 
Part-time Clerk 

In law offices. Duties include 
word processing , filing, errands, 
phones, greet clients, assist attorneys 
& staff. (General Office Duties) 
Must be computer literate have 
knowledge of Win 95, WordPerfect 
; must type 50 WPM; Organized and 
work independently. Up to 19/hr/ 
week flexible hr. $7.50/hr. 

sions must have been 
written during the Spring 
1998 semester, as part 
of the PCC, ESL 198 8 
& C, English 22, 1 00 or 
215 courses. Essays 
must be non-fictional, 
and contain no more 
than 1 ,000 words. Appli­
cations and rules may be 
obtained from your in­
structor. Submissions 
may be turned in to Gary 
Pak in Olapa 123, or 
Kalia 102. Deadline is 
March 19. 

Come to a Polynesian Lu'au 

Ono food 
hosted by Chef Alfredo & students 
Hula 
by KeaJilika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'O Hula 

Hawaiian style kalua pig, poki, lomi salmon and poi; 
Tahitian marinated raw fish, green mango salad, chicken fafa; 
Samoan baked sweet potatoes, roasted uru (breadfruit), poi fa'i (banana 
poi); and Hawaiian haupia and kulolo 

Admission: 
Students $1 2, General, $1 5, At the door: $1 8 
Available at Student Activities Office, •ohi•a 1 01 
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