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Tribute —uncaptivating but entertaining

By Jon M. Okazaki

The present production of
"Tribute" by Honolulu Community
Theatre (HCT) is a relatively un-
captivating play, but the overall
experience is entertaining.

Theatre is a different enter-
tainment experience than the
movies. A good play can be as
thrilling as "Star Wars", but obvi-
ously in a different way. In live
theatre there are no camera tricks,
no editing, and no second chances
for a forgotten line. This is what
makes theatre exciting. It’s "live."

"Tribute" had a shocking start
when an. elderly gentleman dressed

in a tuxedo told everyone to sit
down because they were going to
begin. It was a pleasant surprise
not having to watch the adver-
tisement for the Kam Super
Swapmeet.

The gentleman was Dick Gos-
sett, who has performed  nearly
600 times on HCT’s stage. There
were only two exceptional per-
formances and Gossett’s was one
of them. Gossett was also the only
player who obviously ' forgot a
line, but his overall acting was
very convincing.

The other performance that
deserves recognition was that of
Don Pomes. Pomes has worked in

“Pumping Iron I1”

By John Gesang

Although it’s not playing in any
theaters in Hawaii at the moment,
"Pumping Iron II" will undoubt-
edly ‘'be ‘ cropping ‘up here and
there 'in the near future. Caveat
emptor: this film is a pile of de-
caying bat guano. And that’s be-
ing merciful.

The film claims to be a
"documentary" about the growing
sport of female bodybuilding, yet
theré “is 'Tittle in“ it “that even
vaguely resembles reality, from
bodybuilders (both male and fe-
male) reciting lines which they
have obviously rehearsed a hun-
dred times beforechand, to a
shower scene (only women, thank
God!)" 'using 'the most ridiculous
assortment of strategic camera an-
gles you can possibly imagine, to
Rachel McLish’s idiotic piping
about her religious beliefs.

True, the women are nice to
look at, but after a while the
sheer vapidity of the words they
are mouthing becomes unbearable
and downright painful to listen to.
Unfortunately, there is no way to
turn off the soundtrack of a
movie in a theater, except maybe
by plugging your ears with cotton,
or your fingers, whichever you
prefer.

One word about the so-called
"controversy" over how women
bodybuilders should look--
extremely muscular or feminine?-
-which "Pumping Iron II" claims
to document: the Caesar’s Palace
competition, which the film does
actually cover in a' partially real-
istic and spontaneous way, Wwas
created and sponsored by Joe
‘Weider (publisher of Muscle &
Fitness Magazine, hawker of an
infinite variety of expensive nu-
tritional supplements, and Builder
of Champions), specifically for

radio, television, and the movies.
He has performed in New York
and with Katharine Hepburn in
the American Shakespeare Festi-
val. Pomes gave the most polished
performance.

Another player that needs men-
tioning is Davo Coria. Coria is a
student at KCC and makes a liv-
ing writing music. Unfortunately,
Coria did not seem as comfortable
on stage at Gossett and Pomes.

What makes "Tribute" a bore is
the uninteresting theme. The price
of a ticket is twice as much as a
movie’s, and in comparison, it
didn’t match the entertainment
value. Theatre is in competition

with multi-million dollar features
like "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and
"E.T.," so to be competitive, it
should be either a very exciting or
extremely intriguing play.
"Tribute" was neither.

The only significant entertain-
ment came with the experience of
the theatre itself. Beside the fact
that it’s "live," the whole atmo-
sphere is different. You can even
dress up in tuxedos or gowns and
not feel out of place. It’s all a bit
more sophisticated, which can be
an entertaining change. HCT
serves wine and cocktails during
intermission. They don’t serve
popcorn.

this film, who, cooperating with
the film’s producers, imported an
Australian power lifter by the
name of Bev Francis (who no one
can deny bears a strong resem-
blance to a man) to participate in
the contest. Francis did not qual-
ify for the final round of the

contest, and so the number o
women in- that round (originally
six) was upped to eight to allow
her to participate as a finalist.
This sort of self-perpetuating
artificial manupulation of its au-
dience is about the level of cre-
ativity "Pumping Iron II" reaches.

ENTERTAINMENT

THE LEARNED LADIES

A duel -- French pastries at 10 paces!
Anything can happen when Moliere’s hilari-
ous comedy, "The Learned Ladies," come to
Kennedy Theatre Nov. 29, 30 and Dec. 5, 6,
7, 8.

Moliere created ridiculous characters in
order to poke fun at foolish social customs of
his age -- and any age.

Performances are 8 p.m., except for the 2
p-m. Sunday matinee. All seats are reserved.
For details, call 948-7655.

99 CENT MOVIE

The 99 Cent Movie is located at Kapiolani
Community College, Diamond Head campus,
" Music Auditorium, Maile Building Room
101. There will only be one showing of the
films, beginning at 6:30 p.m. All seats are 99
cents.
“Nov. 22 - "Ningen No Joken, Pt. I: No
. Greater Love" Kaji (Tatsuya Nakadai), a
pacifist, is accused of conspiracy when he
tries to better the conditions of the workers
he supervises. Special short: "Crooner’s
Holiday" (1932) starring Bing Crosby as a
plumber who chases his girl to Hollywood,
winning her back.
Nov. 29 - "Ningen No Joken, Pt. II: Road
To Eternity" Kaji is drafted and subjected
to dehumanizing military training. Special
short: "Singapore Sue" (1932) starring Cary
‘. Grant in his first film appearance. A

KENNEDY THEATRE
"Conversation With A Tramp," a portrayal
of John Muir, conservationist and Lover of
the Land, whose efforts resulted in the es-
tablishment of Yosemite and Sequoia Na-
tional Parks in California. Dec. 1, 8 p.m.
Tickets go on sale Nov. 18 at the Kennedy
Theatre Box Office. Reserved seating is $5
($3 students and senior citizens).

JONES-LUDIN DANCE CENTER

Dances We Dance,; Inc. presents world-
renowned Spanish dance and castanet virtu-
o0so Jose de Udaeta in a Spanish Dance
Workshop from Nov. 30 through Dec. 14.

Students will have seven two-hour ses-
sions with Mr. de Udaeta over three week-
ends. The fee for the entire 7-class workshop
is $75 to be paid in advance. Single class
cost is $20. Classes will be at the begin-
ning/intermediate level.

For further information and registration,
please call the Jones-Ludin Dance Center at
949-3389.

James Bond (.Roger Moore) is awarded
the Order of Lenin in this latest episode of
the 007 saga. Does he defect with all kinds
of British secrets? No, he battles Zorin
(Christopher Walken), a former KGB agent
out to become (gasp!) a successful capitalist
at any cost. Nov 29, 7 & 9 p.m.

COMFORT AND JOY. Bill Forsyth.

1984.G
War breaks out between rival ice cream
companies and radio personality Dickie Bird
(Bill  Patterson)  arbitrates.  Scottish
writer/director Forsyth (Local Hero, Gre-
gory’s Girl) has fashioned another delight-
ful, off beat comedy full of colorful charac-
ters and screwball situations.

"Comfort and Joy is whimsical and dear
and even a little puckish is its charm." -
New York Magazine

"Comfort and Joy induces some major
pleasures." - Newsweek
Nov 30 and Dec 1, 7 & 9 p.m.

KANSHA
The official closing program of the
Japanese centennial celebration will be held
on December 1, 1985, 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Blaisdell Arena. It is free and open to the
public.

A LOST BRONZE AGE
Hawaii Loa College will be the site for an
exhibition entitled "BAN CHIANG: DIS-
COVERY OF A LOST BRONZE AGE,/
Nov. 4 - Dec. 15. It will also be at the Am-
fac Gallery, downtown Honolulu, Jan. 3 -
22.

HEMENWAY FILMS

A VIEW TO A KILL. John Glenn.
1985.PG ' '. ‘

UH MASTERS OF FINE ARTS

The University of Hawaii Art Gallery will
feature a multi-media, exhibition of work by
graduate students in the Masters of Fine
arts program at the University of Hawaii’s
Manoa Campus, Nov. 17 through Dec. 13.

Ga“ery hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, and noon to 4
p.-m., Sunday. Admission is free.

ACADEMY OF ARTS FILMS

Festival of India Film Salute, a part of the
Hawaii Int’l. Film Festival presented in co-
operation with the Honolulu Academy of
Arts, begins today in the Academy Theatre

iwith "Ghaire-Baire (The Home and the
‘World)" (1984, Bengali with English Subti-

tles by director Satyajit Ray and the short
"Due (Two)." Dec 1, 1 p.m. Admission is
free.

"Meghe Dhaka Tara (The Hidden Star)"
(1960, Bengali with English subtitles . Dec
2, 1 p.m. Free.

"Phaniyamma" (1982, Kannada with En-
glish subtitles). Dec 2, 7:30 p.m. Free.
"Ghaire-Baire (The Home and the World)"
(1984 Bengali with English subtitles), a
compelling history of the 19056 division of
Bengal. Dec 3, 1 p.m. Free.

"Grihajuddha (The Crossword)" (1982,
Bengali with English subtitles). Dec 3, 7:30
p.m. Free.

"Grihajuddha (The Crossword)" (1982,
Bengali with English subtitles) Dec. 3 7:30
p-m. Free.

"Komal Gandha (E Flat)" (1961, Bengali
with English subtitles), Dec. 4, 1 p.m. Free.
"Maya Miraya (The Mirage)" (1984, Oriya
with English subtitles), Dec. 4, 7:30 p.m.
Free.

"Grihajuddha (The Crossroad)" (1982, Ben-
gali with English subtitles), Dec. 5, 1 p.m.
Free : .
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