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8 BACKSPACE KAPI'O 

Distance learning gains popularity 
The number of online 
classes has increased with 
higherenroHment 
By Ellice Flores 
COPY EDITOR 

Distance learning courses 
available at KCC have drastically 
increased over the past few years. 
Much of the increase is because of 
the advance in technology. 

However, distance learning 
courses are not limited to online 
courses, but off-site courses, cable 
courses and instructional television 
courses are also part of distance 
learning. 

In fall 2006, KCC offered 34 dis­
tance learning courses, including 
eight online courses. This semester 
the college now has 166 distance 
learning courses with 115 of the 
courses taught online. 

Last semester, there were 145 
distance learning courses offered. 
Despite student enrollment being 
lower this semester, 21 more dis­
tance learning courses were added, 
according to Mary Hattori, Center 
for Excellence in Learning, Training 
and Technology coordinator. 

There are many reasons why 
students enroll in courses online 
instead of taking classes on 
campus. 

"Flexibility is the main attraction 

Enrollment: 
Continued from page 1 

Theatre. 
The last day for the valet ser­

vice was Jan. 22. The last day for 
the overflow parking on Diamond 
Head Road is Feb. 5. 

However, Auxiliary Services 
Officer Sandra Maeda is looking 
into extending it for a few more 
weeks after Feb. 5. 

"Generally after the first month 
the parking lot opens up;' Maeda 
said. 

With a bigger student body, the 
Office of Student Activities is look­
ing for ways to provide students 
with more events. 

Artwork: 
Continued from page 4 

towers of stacked spheres over a 
pool of water. 

"That is a piece dedicated to 
learning," Behlke said. "It has 
weathered beautifully. It soothes:' 
The fountain 's water cascades down 
the side of each ceramic sphere, 
creating a relaxing flow of water. 

KCC is peppered with art pieces 
of varying styles. From the poi 
pounder shaped piece in front of 
the Kauila building to the large 
stained glass window in the Ohi'a 
cafeteria, Behlke said that each 
piece holds symbolic reference to 
the learning community of KCC. 
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Many students opt for online courses rather than enroll in the traditional classroom setting. Students who do enroll in 
online courses use the Laulima system, which creates a virtual classroom. 

for distance learning courses;' Hat­
tori said. "A lot of students work and 
go to school:' 

Other reasons could be that some 
students have to stay home and take 
care of their elderly parents or some 
students have a child to take care of, 
Hattori said. 

Student Chris Sanchez takes 

"Given the increase, there's this 
ongoing thing to reach out students 
through activities and events;' said 
Keith Kashiwada, OSA coordinator. 

This semester Kekaulike Infor­
mation and Service Center pro­
cessed 2,523 applications. 

Lee expects enrollment to con­
tinue to increase over the coming 
semester as more students begin 
to take classes at several campuses 
during the same semester. 

"The system-wide marketing 
efforts are creating more aware­
ness of the community colleges;' 
Lee said, "and we are working more 
closely with our high schools to 
increase the numbers of graduates 
who continue on to college:' 

There are two committees that 
play roles in the selection of what 
pieces are displayed on campus: 
the art advisory board and the 
KCC advisory for art. They meet 
once every other year and panel 
members include Behlke, associ­
ate professor Sarah Bremser, the 
department chair for the humani­
ties department and a selection 
of instructors from the art depart­
ment. 

"In the future, we look to adding 
to the public art on campus," Behlke 
said. In addition to the outdoor art, 
the Koa Gallery also has its collec­
tion within the Lama library as well 
as its rotating exhibits within the 
gallery. 

online classes so he can do his work 
at any time he is free. 

"A lot of times I don't want to go 
to class. I want to go and hang out or 
go to the beach instead;' said San­
chez, 20, liberal arts major. "That's 
why I take mostly online classes. 
So I can go do my school work at I 
a.m:' 

Culinary: 
Continued from page 1 

Hawai'i team. The team won the 
silver medal and served as a preview 
of what she would be capable of. 

CIP student San Shappell, who 
built a strong friendship with Guest 
as classmates, said that she was 
extremely proud of Guest's success 
at such a high level. 

"To meet somebody that is as 
intune with what they are doing is 
pretty inspiring;' Shappell said. 

Shoppell and Guest not ortly 
took classes together, but Shappell 
is the current vice president of the 
Slow Foods club, a club that Guest 
recruited Shoppell to as a founding 
member. 

"It's mind boggling she's made 

Service: 
Continued from page 4 

Service Learning outreach coordi­
nator. "Everyone at the fair was able 
to learn from each other on a profes­
sional level.'] 

Students involved in service 
learning will get a chance to practice 
what they learn in the classroom in 
the real world. 

"Service Learning helps them 
learn content and apply the content 
in real life situations. It helps the 
community. It is a mutually benefi­
cial relationship;' Acoba said. 

Some students don't like the 
idea of online courses because of 
the lack of interaction between the 
student, their classmates and the 
instructor. 

"I like to speak with people face­
to-face;' said Rachel Williams, 25, 
liberal arts major. "When I'm taking 
a class I want to know who I am 

such giant steps in such a short 
period of time:' 

Leake said that Guest only had a 
short amount of time preparing to 
work alongside Hollingsworth as his 
commis. A chef's commis not ortly 
has to know and understand the 
menu and ingredients, but also be 
able to predict what the chef needs. 
If the chef needs a knife, the commis 
should already have the knife ready. 

No American team has earned a 
podium spot at the Bocuse d'Or, but 
the chemistry Guest and Holling­
sworth have has many hopeful for 
the young pair. Leake said that the 
national competition, the buzz about 
the floor was that Hollingsworth and 
Guest were the overwhelming favor­
ites, simply by the way the worked as 
a team. 

The CIP has been quietly tucked 

Students step into a professional 
situation when doing Service Learn­
ing, while at the same time the stu­
dents can get practice in career fields 
that they are interested in getting 
into. For instance, students pursu­
ing teaching conduct tutoring at the 
Paolo Housing Center. 

"Students interested in becom­
ing a nurse can help out during the 
blood drives. Acoba said. "Students 
interested in marine biology can do 
Service Learning at Sea Life Park:' 

Students that put in 100 hours of 
Service Learning will receive certifi­
cate from the president. 

"There is so much self discovery 

working with." 
The boost in technology use is 

another thing that attracts students 
to online courses. 

"Students in this generation are 
more comfortable with technology. 
It is not as foreign to them and they 
are not scared of using it," Hattori 
said. 

KCC offers a Laulima certificate 
program for professors and instruc­
tors that want to learn how to use 
Laulima. This is the first academic 
year the UH system has been using 
Laulima after making the switch 
fromWebCT. 

"KCC gives the most technical 
support to its faculty. The more fac­
ulty trained to use Laulima the more 
online courses we can offer;' Hattori 
said. "We want to make education 
accessible and be able to reach out 
to all students:' 

A majority of majors offered at 
KCC have courses available online. 
There are some classes, however that 
wouldn't be able to be put ortline 
because they are hand-on classes, 
such as Culinary Arts courses. 

KCC offers more distance learn­
ing courses than any other college 
in the UH system, according to Hat­
tori. 

"This is because .we have such 
great support from our chancellor;' 
she said. 

away in KCC for years and has 
famous alumni, including Alan 
Wong, but Leake said that Guest's 
success could be one of the best 
things to happen to the program. 

"This is equivalent or a higher 
level than our accreditation," Leake 
said, "I'm anxious to see how every­
one responds:' 

For . Guest, who has achieved 
more success than many others have 
in a fraction of the time, Leake says 
that the sky is the limit. Her name is 
already out there and she is elbow­
ing with the cream of the culinary 
world. But while she maybe cooking 
at the grandest of stages, Shoppell 
believes Guest possesses the humil­
ity to stay grounded. 

"I think that she takes that aloha 
spirit with her. She applies that to her 
work ethic in the kitchen;' he said. 

involved in the whole process;' Cart­
ier said. "While serving and learning 
about our community we inevitably 
learn" 

One of the most recent Ser­
vice Learning events took place on 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. Stu­
dents volunteered to refurbish buses 

' that homeless could sleep in. 
"It is important for students to get 

involved in their community;' Cart­
ier said. "There are so many issues 
in our community that people try 
not to see, but Service Learning stu­
dents are encouraged to recognize 
the good and bad in our community, 
to take action and reflect on it:' 


	2009-01-26_001-C
	2009-01-26_002-C
	2009-01-26_003-C
	2009-01-26_004-C
	2009-01-26_005-C
	2009-01-26_006-C
	2009-01-26_007-C
	2009-01-26_008-C

