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PASSION & PAIN

Mel Gibson’s new film chronicles the pain
and final hours of the life of Jesus Christ

By Joshua Skurtu
STAFF WRITER

Amid a flurry of protests, media
coverage and controversy, “The
Passion of Christ” premiered last
Wednesday as the third most profit-
able mid-week opening ever.

The word passion may bring to
mind enthusiasm or ardent love,
but, in this movie’s archaic usage
of the word, it is defined as suffer-
ing or martyrdom, specifically that
of Jesus of Nazareth.

This controversial movie depicts
the last twelve passionate hours of
Jesus’ life. From the garden to the
cross it culls you into the story,
leaving no drop of blood unseen,
no crack or crunch of a whip across
Jesus’ flesh unheard. When the
bloodied body of Jesus rises and
falls during this voracious beat-
ing dealt by Roman soldiers, some
members of the audience wept,
some gasped with shock at the con-
stant spraying of blood, and some
were just plain inspired by Jesus
standing up to take his lashes.

Whether or not you agree with this
movie’s ideas and biblically based
themes, watching it will fill you with
emotion. Whether you choose to
feel angry, sad, enlightened, over-
joyed, shocked, horrified, enticed,
or any other number of adjectives,
you will feel emotion. While this
is a very intense movie, for people
who don’t like to read subtitles, the
only emotion will be boredom. If
that’s the case, you’ll probably want
to skip this movie, unless you speak
Aramaic and Latin.

Although this movie is very
biblically acurate, the writers did
take a few liberties. One was the
addition of demons and a cameo by
the Devil himself. Yes, the Morning
Star did have a small role in which
he taunted Jesus while portrayed
in the form of a Matrix-esque and
oddly feminine looking entity. At
one point, this satanic figure stared
down Jesus as he was being beaten,
all the while stroking and caress-
ing a midget in a loving embrace.
Although it was a little strange to
have these additions, it is expected
for writers to distort the truth for
artistic reasons. Luckily, this distor-
tion was small and didn’t affect the

rest of the movie.

This movie has received a large
amount of television and news
coverage, not for the annoying
fact that it was filmed entirely in
two dead languages, but because
some feel that the movie encour-
ages anti-Semitism, or a hatred of
Jews. So, what are they saying?
Are they saying that this movie is
going to morph the feeble minds
and bodies of nice law abiding
citizens who weren’t racist in the
first place, into Nazi loving, Jew
eating, hate-crime committing,
woman beating, villains? Yeah,
that’s gonna happen. If you
believe that, maybe you believe
no one should take responsibility
for any of their actions.

If that’s the way it works,
maybe we shouldn’t have any
violence in television and
movies. Maybe we shouldn’t
be able to listen to music that
has harsh tones, swear words,
and loud screaming. That is the
reason kids disobey their par-
ents, right? Or, maybe Eminem’s
harsh lyrics force children to do
badly in school. Oh, and maybe
violent video games cause school
shootings!

This is not the case, and anyone
with half the IQ of a 1ab rat knows
that all of these statements are
idiotic and would dismiss them
as easily and as quickly as they
would a cheap prostitute. Does
anyone know who funds these
vocal minorities who believe and
spew such drivel?

This movie may cause you
enthusiasm, passion, or maybe it
will fill you with insight in your
own beliefs. With our Prozac
dependent world in mind, some
of its themes may be lost in the
pool of blood and violence this
movie so freely portrays. Maybe
someone who is leaning toward
becoming a white supremacist
should go watch a nice vio-
lent-free cartoon, like “Looney
Tunes,” in which anvils crush
and maim, and firearms are used
as a way of settling an argument,
in lieu seeing “The Passion of
the Christ.” As for all you normal
people out there, you can prob-
ably handle it.

A book for lovers of language

Debra Weinstein’s new novel tells the tale of a poet and her apprentice

By Andrea Maglasang
STAFF WRITER

Anyone with unbridled loyalty to
a pauper’s passion will enjoy Debra
Weinstein’s new novel “Apprentice
to the Flower Poet Z.” Lightly funny
and grounded in post-college reality,
this book embraces the difficulty of
at once being nurtured and smothered
by someone else’s shadow. Anna-
belle Goldsmith is at first ecstatic to
find herself in the revered position of
the acclaimed poet Z.’s (not assistant,
but) apprentice. Z. masters literature
of flowers, describes a petal like it
is a palm, an opening bud like the
shedding of the past. Taking on with
delight the work scuffed up by Z.,
Annabelle is suddenly assigned to
everything from researching weeds to
pulling them, to weeding out intense

family relations. Lured by the desire
to be inspired by Z.’s presence, Anna-
belle is both drawn away from her
own life and thrown into the midst of
defining it. Her excruciating affinity
for poetry drives her to be the muse,
model, and work horse for the other
aspiring poets in hers and Z.’s life,
consequently forgetting and contra-
dicting her own work.

In the position of protégé, Anna-
belle struggles to master her life and
her poetry, and finds herself able to
flourish under inhibition.

This book may be best appreci-
ated by lovers of language who
can knowingly nod at the sacrifices
made in the search for the perfect
words. The story of these relation-
ships intertwined with the world of
poetry would be most enjoyed by
those immersed in it, or by those

who greatly appreciate poetry after
its creation.

With measured certainty, the short
poems and excerpts within the book
pay homage to literary and poetic
greats like Dickinson, Joyce and Ten-
nyson. Deftly interwoven are refer-
ences both familiar and unknown,
which supplement the story and praise
the written word itself. Clearly a
talented poet, the author Debra Wein-
stein demonstrates clever examples of
her own poetry through the fiction,
and humorously gives examples of
how poetry can be improved upon.

A fast read, “Apprentice to the
Flower Poet Z.” keenly illustrates the
fervor and near-insanity of an aspiring
poet and her mentor. It inhabits and
speaks the voice of a young modern
society: funny, intuitive, articulate,
and enduring.

He Bangs! William Hung rocks

By Hong Nguyen
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Maintaining the website for one
of American Idol’s most memorable
losing contestants is not an easy
task. With more than 8 million
hits since it first appeared on the
Internet, www.williamhung.net is
the most visited web site, paying
tribute to the latest American Idol
star, William Hung.

Hung, a civil engineering student
at UC Berkeley, auditioned for the
reality talent show at the end of
January. Within two days of seeing
Hung’s audition, Don and Laura
Chin purchased the domain name
and set up the site complete with
video, audio and news clips. Their
service as webmasters of the site
has turned into a full time job for
them, but they are not complain-

ing. Don Chin, who works as a real
estate agent when he is not working
on various websites, said that the
site’s popularity has been “quite a
roller coaster.”

“Will has transcended American
Idol and appeals to so many people
because he’s the opposite of what
we think of when we think of music
stars,” Don said.

Don did not know Hung person-
ally, but once the site was up and
running he searched for and found
Hung’s e-mail address. He sent
an e-mail to Hung, introducing the
site. Hung replied to the e-mail and
thanked the Chins for their support
and creation of the fan site.

“He was shy and reserved at first,
but now he’s really coming out of
his shell,” Don said. Since that first
e-mail, the Chin’s have spoken with
Hung several times by telephone,
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and have developed a cooperative
relationship on how to run the site.
Don stated that he feels he knows
Hung pretty well now, and has a
good idea of what to include on the
website.

Don is excited about the site and
Hung’s popularity, and said that
Will has inspired many artists and
musicians, and even people who are
neither, to create songs and videos.
The Chin’s get about 400 fan e-mails
a day for William Hung. Among
those e-mails, they also receive
video and audio clips to add to their
growing site, with catchy remixes to
“She Bangs,” the Ricky Martin song
that Hung sang during his audition.
Some fans have incorporated foot-
age of Hung’s audition into their
own interpretation of songs like

see HUNG, page 8 »
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I am disappointed that Kapio has
become so jaded and centered on
negative reaction above the value of
potential change.

I wonder what father is so ill
informed as to call his child stupid.
As a loving father, I find it a hor-
rible thing to infer. I remember my
father occasionally saying “That
was a stupid thing to do.” I felt
very bad, and I was usually forced
to soon agree by conscience based
on the wrongfulness of my acts. To
infer that a child should be called
an “idiot” is reprehensible to me. To
focus on such an irresponsible dia-
logue is ludicrous. The act and the
person are two separate things.

What kind of pre-prep school red
rag yellow journalism are you trying
to push?

As the son of a breast cancer sur-
vivor I find the references in your
article on breasts offensive. As a
student, a parent and a child I find
the article useless. I feel some shame
sharing this Kapio with my mom,
although my picture is in it. I know
my mom will cringe when she reads
your referrals to breasts as a matter
of social policy, ignorant Americans,
and the language treating children
with disrespect and abuse. I feel such
writing is more for the angst ridden
teen or immature young adult than
the average responsible student.

Is the purpose of this article to
breed apathy over current events, or
just so you can personally advertise
your need to see more breasts? It
would benefit the paper to focus more
on things that are really important.
Anyone concerned with the links
between Janet Jackson exposing
herself, the need for public nudity,
and President Bush in Iraq has ample
resources elsewhere. It is sad when
apathy meets the need for unity and
a balance is not reached.

I hope if you have a child you
will be inclined to say “I know it’s
messed up, but all we can do is try.
Americans can learn to be more tol-
erant. Yes, there are kind and loving
Muslims being unfairly treated in
many parts of the world. It is very
sad that people kill one another. What
can we do to make our country more
responsible and caring?”

Please never tell a child contem-
plating suicide that they are an idiot.
That’s the kind of talk that helps kids
consider death over life in the first
place. Why not focus on the need
for peace and compassion instead
of anger? You get what you give
brother.

— Mike Hewitt

Note: Although he’s a member of
Student Congress, Mr. Hewitt was
not speaking on their behalf.
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“Pretty Woman” and OUT-
KAST’s “Hey Ya!”

With Hung’s fan base multiply-
ing as the days go by, Don is con-
vinced that Hung could finish in the
top three of this season’s American
Idol competition. But many fans
have other hopes. The Chins’ site
links to www.petitiononline.com, a
website where over 95,000 people
have signed a petition urging the
producers of American Idol to put
Hung back on the show.

Hung’s instant and unexpected
rise to popularity has changed the
way his family sees things.

“Will’s family didn’t view his
audition on television.  They
watched his audition on our site,”
Don said. “His family wanted
him to keep his priorities straight.
They wanted him to focus on
school.” From speaking to Hung,
Don learned that Hung’s father
is now his assistant, scheduling
his appearances and fielding calls
from the media. Hung’s father
did not offer support initially, but
has since stepped in to help Hung
manage the media so that Hung
can still attend classes and study,
Don stated.

A fan that visits the site daily,
Austin Parker of Honolulu, said
that he found it refreshing to find
someone innocent and humble
enough to accept the judges’ rejec-
tion while simply being satisfied
with having tried his best. Parker
added that Hung’s appeal also
comes from his image as the quint-

essential nerd with a civil engineer-
ing degree, which Hung called his
“backup” in case his singing career
failed.

“Will’s popularity is a result of
the genius in his performance and
how he handled himself against
criticism,” Don said, referring to
Hung’s response to Simon Cowell,
one of the show’s judges. After
watching Hung’s jerky dance rou-
tine and listening to his off key
singing, Cowell criticized the stu-
dent from UC Berkeley, telling him
that he couldn’t sing and couldn’t
dance. Cowell asked what Hung
had to say for himself, and Hung
replied, “T already gave my best. I
have no regrets at all.”

Hung’s reply was not typical of
the many contestants who are cut
from the competition. He caught
the judges off guard with his hon-
esty, and captured the loyalty of
millions of fans around the world.
Don said he anticipates that Hung’s
popularity will last a while. Until
the fans go away, Don and his wife
will continue to work hard to bring
daily updates and news clips on
William Hung’s whereabouts and
accomplishments.

SINGERS & MUSICIANS
Record your very own |
music CD Demo.
All levels welcome.
Call now 953-2494
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But Ira Rohter, a UH political sci-
ence professor disagrees, calling this
tactic a “psychological trick.”

“The Democrats lost the 2000 elec-
tions,” Rohter said. “They screwed
it up. Gore lost it by not carrying
his own state (Tennessee). If he had
won his state he’d have won... and
the votes in Florida wouldn’t have
mattered.”

Rohter maintains the voters swayed
by Nader in 2000 were tired of Gore’s
“republican like” image, and were
looking for an alternative to the two
party system; something Nader calls
a “duopoly.”

Rohter also points to statistics sug-
gesting that a large number of Nader
votes came from what he calls “East
Coast Conservatives,” or those who
would otherwise have voted for

Bush.

Nader ran as the Green Party nom-
inee in 2000, but this time intends to
get on the ballot in all 50 states as an
independent.

This presents a problem for him
because many states require a large
number of signatures to get inde-
pendent candidates on the ballot. In
Hawai‘i, Nader needs to get at least
3,677 votes before Sept. 3.

“I don’t know if he’s being realistic
or not,” said Belinda Aquino, a UH
political science professor. “I think
what he really wants to do is raise
consciousness on some issues.”

These issues include the failure
of this country’s current two party
system to address all the needs of the
people, and the large wealth disparity
between the haves and have-nots in

America.

This approach, Rohter said, worked
last time Nader ran.

Thanks to Nader’s example,
“(John) Edwards is playing up these
issues” in his campaign, according to
Rohter. “And to a certain extent, so
are all the others. The Democrats are
reevaluating their image... I think the
Democratic party is really going to
clean up it’s act. *

Aquino doubts if Nader will get
anywhere in his bid this time around.

“Alot of guys are just going to vote
to get Bush out,” she said.

Many students at KCC would tend
to agree.

Barbra Desoto didn’t vote in the
last presidential election, but might
do so this time “just to get Bush

”»

out.

GET HEALTHY!
For a limited time only, receive 15% off

of all health and nutrition products at
WWWw.ecnutrition.com.
Visit website for details.

KCC'’s Online Marketplace
Find and Sell: Autos, Housing, Tutors, Sports Equiptment and much, much more!

Visit us at:
http://www2.hawaii.edu/~gentile
Al listings are free of charge.
If you would like to advertise with us FREE,
email us at: KCCBay@hotmail.com

Need some help with your
writing?
Meet Mister Dave near UH.
All my students do well:
949-1297

ATTENTION
MARKETING
STUDENTS

Interested in an
opportunity to
develop and improve
your marketing skills
in a fun, vibrant
community agency
through the Service
Learning program?
All hours served can
be applied toward
receiving a Presi-
dential Award for
service!
Please call Alice in
Service Learning for
more information at
734-9285.

CASHIERS, WAITHELP, BUSSERS, DISHWASHERS,
COOKS, SUSHI MAKERS

GYOTAKU Japanese Restaurant

1824 South King St. (Btwn Punahou & McCully St.)
Apply in person or FAX resume to 946-6529
Or send Email (plain text only) to:
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