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Week	of	May	24,	2021

Bulletin	No.	51	from	Chancellor	Maenette	Benham

E	ala!	E	alu!	E	kuilima!
Awaken!	Come	together!	Join	hands!

Statement	of	Gratitude:
"You	cannot	do	a	kindness	too	soon	because	you	never	know	how	soon	it	will	be	too	late."	

Ralph	Waldo	Emerson

Update	on	Gradual	Reopening	of	UH	West	Oʻahu	Campus

Please	see	the	following	announcement	from	UH	System	regarding	our	gradual	reopening	plans:	UH	reopening,	employee	
return	to	campuses	planned	for	summer	(May	21,	2021)

Update	on	UH-System	Budget

Please	see	UH	System	Vice	President	for	Budget	&	Finance	Kalbert	Young’s	presentation	to	the	Board	of	Regents	(starting	
on	page	150)	from	Thursday,	May	20,	to	better	understand	the	impact	of	the	State	Legislature	on	our	budgets.

In	addition,	see	the	May	23	front	page	Star	Advertiser	story,	“University	of	Hawaii	budget	cuts	to	reverberate	throughout	
local	economy,”	on	the	UHERO	report	The	Economic	Impact	of	the	University	of	Hawai‘i	System	2021	Update.

Update	on	Federal	Stimulus	Funds

Work	of	the	Federal	Funding	Advisory	Council:	The	first	set	of	HEERF	investments	for	summer	will	be	made	within	the	next	
week.	More	reviews	will	be	done	as	soon	as	determined	by	the	availability	of	funds.

Higher	Education	Emergency	Relief	Fund
CARES	(HEERF	I)
CRSSAA	(HEERF	II)
Federal	Funding	Advisory	Council

New	UH	West	Oʻahu	weekly	newsletter	to	launch	next	month	
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The	UH	West	Oʻahu	Communications	Department	is	excited	to	announce	the	launch	next	month	of	Makahaiwaʻa,	a	new	
weekly	bulletin	that	is	replacing	This	Week	at	UH	West	Oʻahu.	Makahaiwaʻa	will	be	a	newsletter	for	UH	West	Oʻahu	faculty	
and	staff,	as	well	as	students.	“Makahaiwaʻa,”	which	translates	into	“Eyes	that	follow	the	canoe,”	will	feature	much	of	the	
same	content	as	This	Week:	events,	announcements,	and	health	and	wellness	updates,	along	with	Chancellor’s	Bulletins.	
Special	thank	you	to	IT’s	Erin	Kim	for	his	help	in	the	creation	of	this	new	bulletin!	If	you	have	news	to	share	for	
Makahaiwaʻa	or	Ka	Puna	O	Kaloʻi,	be	sure	to	fill	out	our	Communications	Request	Form.

University	of	Hawaiʻi	COVID-19	resources	and	announcements
Remember	to	visit	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	COVID-19	page	and	University	of	Hawaiʻi	System	COVID-19	site	for	information	
and	updates	regarding	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	Among	the	announcements	UH	recently	shared:
	

May	17:	“UH	to	require	COVID-19	vaccination	for	on-campus	students	this	fall”

Student	vaccine	requirement	part	of	Lassner’s	update	to	Regents
UH	President	David	Lassner	provided	an	update	on	adding	COVID-19	vaccination	to	the	student	health	clearance	
requirement	for	the	fall	2021	semester	in	his	monthly	report	to	the	Board	of	Regents	on	May	20.	The	president	also	
provided	updates	on	spring	commencement	activities,	philanthropic	and	extramural	funds	for	the	year,	fall	2021	enrollment,	
and	the	recent	success	of	UH	Manoa	and	UH	Hilo	athletic	programs,	including	the	UH	men's	volleyball	national	
championship.	The	president’s	report	can	be	viewed	here:	http://go.hawaii.edu/KVP

UH	reopening,	employee	return	to	campuses	planned	for	summer
A	message	from	the	University	of	Hawaiʻi	Office	of	Human	Resources	dated	May	21,	2021:

The	University	of	Hawaiʻi	informed	its	unions	this	week	of	plans	to	reopen	the	campuses	and	welcome	the	return	of	its	
employees.

With	the	state	emerging	from	pandemic	restrictions	and	services	reopening	across	the	islands,	UH	administration	officials	
announced	a	series	of	tentative	dates	as	part	of	the	return	to	normal
operations.

June	1,	2021:	Reopen	campuses	to	the	public	and	remove	closure
signage

July	6,	2021:	Resumption	of	full,	in-person	services	at	all
offices	and	buildings	for	normal	business	hours

August	3,	2021:	All	employees	return	to	work	settings;	telework
policy	to	be	rescinded

UH	issued	a	temporary	COVID-19	Voluntary	Telework	policy	on	Sept.	1,	2020,	allowing	employees	to	perform	suitable	job	
functions	remotely,	if	they	were	able	to	be	as	productive	as	they	were	in	the	workplace.	This	policy	will	be	rescinded	as	
current	COVID-19	conditions	no	longer	warrant	the	need	for	employees	to	work	from	home.	

UH	has	requested	feedback	from	the	unions	to	be	presented	by	May	28,	2021.
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At	this	time,	supervisors	should	begin	making	plans	for	employees	to	return	and	services	to	resume	for	in-person	
operations.	Details	will	be	provided	as	they	become	finalized.

UH	Board	of	Regents	Awards	2021
The	University	of	Hawaiʻi	Board	of	Regents	have	recognized	the	university’s	top	faculty,	staff,	and	students	for	their	
excellence	in	teaching	and	research.	Outstanding	undergraduate	educators	from	across	the	state	have	also	been	honored,	
and	a	community	college	student	has	been	recognized	for	significant	contributions	to	vocational	education.	See	the	
awardees	and	read	their	bios:

The	Regents'	Medal	for	Excellence	in	Teaching	(Congratulations	to	UH	West	Oʻahu’s	Bradley	Ashburn!)
The	Frances	Davis	Award	for	Excellence	in	Undergraduate	Teaching	(Congratulations	to	UH	West	Oʻahu’s	Laurie	
James!)
The	Regents'	Medal	for	Excellence	in	Research
The	Masaki	and	Momoe	Kunimoto	Memorial	Award	for	Outstanding	Contributions	to	Vocational	Education

Welcome	to	the	newest	employees	on	our	campus
Please	extend	a	warm	welcome	to	Christina	Pascua-Galdiano,	Coordinator	of	Disability	Support	&	Success,	and	Carrie	
Larger,	Coordinator	of	Advising	Services.	They	joined	our	campus	earlier	this	month!

Yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	stories	of	all	UH	campuses	continues	at	Kapiʻolani	CC,	May	26
He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	is	a	special	yearlong	webinar	series	celebrating	the	stories	of	our	islands	and	our	campuses.	
The	series	features	music,	dance,	and	storytelling	from	the	ten	University	of	Hawaiʻi	campuses.	The	next	session	on	May	
26	will	feature	song	and	storytelling	from	Kapiʻolani	Community	College.	All	webinars	are	noon	to	1	p.m.	The	webinar	link	is	
https://hawaii.zoom.us/j/91499916950	(password:	ukana).	The	He	Ukana	Aloha	Kā	Kīlauea	series,	which	kicked	off	Sept.	
23	and	30	from	UH	Maui	College,	is	presented	by	the	Hawai’i	Papa	o	Ke	Ao	Committee	at	UH.	Please	see	attached	flyer	
for	more	information.

Archived	videos	from	the	previous	sessions	—	UH	West	Oʻahu	hosted	on	Dec.	9	(Mele	Honouliuli)	and	Dec.	23	(Christmas	
in	the	Islands)	—	can	be	found	on	the	Hawaiʻi	Papa	O	Ke	Ao	YouTube	channel.

Bookstore	construction	activities,	June	2
Construction	activities	for	the	UH	West	Oʻahu	Bookstore	project	will	impact	entry	into	the	campus	loop	road	west	of	the	
roundabout	on	Wednesday,	June	2,	from	6	a.m.	to	3	p.m.

Entry	into	the	parking	lot	and	any	delivery	vehicles	will	be	rerouted	through	the	entry	near	Tokai	University.	It	is	advisable	
that	deliveries	for	that	date	be	rescheduled,	if	possible.	Concrete	trucks	will	be	staged	north	of	the	Campus	Center	and	
pedestrian	access	will	also	be	impacted.	Please	note	that	the	roundabout	will	remain	open	for	vehicular	traffic.

All	persons	in	the	vicinity	of	this	project	are	advised	to	respect	all	construction	barricades	and	all	posted	safety/detour	
signs.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	need	additional	information,	please	contact	the	UH	West	O'ahu	project	manager	at	689-
2546.

Kualakaʻi	(East	Kapolei)	Station	update
A	view	of	the	Kualakaʻi	(East	Kapolei)	rail	station.	Image	courtesy	of	Nan,	Inc.:
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Distance	Learning	Tip	of	the	Week	–	TEDEd	Talks	as	Microlearning
Looking	for	free,	well-designed	content	to	complement	your	course?	Find	lectures	and	animated	videos	on	the	TEDEd	site	
that	include	lessons	built	around	video	content.	Click	the	Think	function	to	bring	up	multiple	choice	and	open-ended	
questions.	The	Dig	Deeper	link	offers	additional	resources	to	explore.	Modify	existing	interactions	and	add	questions	to	
create	a	custom	microlearning	module	for	your	students.

UH	West	Oʻahu	in	the	News
UH	News	(May	13):	“General	Education	Curriculum	Design	team	members	chosen.”	Team	members	include	UH	West	
Oʻahu’s	Leslie	Opulauoho.

UH	News	(May	19):	“Photos:	Congratulations	spring	2021	UH	grads!”	Roundup	includes	images	from	UH	West	Oʻahu	
drive-thru	celebration.

UH	News	(May	19):	“Hawaiʻi	Symphony	Orchestra	features	award-winning	UH	West	O‘ahu	composer.”	The	symphony	will	
feature	seven	of	UH	West	Oʻahu	lecturer	Michael-Thomas	Foumai’s	orchestral	works	in	its	summer	series.

MidWeek	—	West	Oʻahu	Voice	(May	19):	Drive-thru	celebration.	A	photo	of	our	awesome	volunteers	from	the	celebration	
was	published	on	Page	9	of	the	publication.

News	from	Ka	Puna	O	Kaloʻi

UH	West	Oʻahu’s	Foumai	behind	‘unprecedented’	performances	with	Hawaiʻi	Symphony	Orchestra	-	To	his	students,	Dr.	
Michael-Thomas	Foumai	is	a	lecturer	with	the	Academy	for	Creative	Media	at	the	University	of	Hawaiʻi–West	Oʻahu,	
imparting	knowledge	to	them	about	the	integration	of	music	and	sound	with	speech	and	image	in	creative	media.

Making	history	as	UH	West	Oʻahu	Alumni	awardee	-	Taking	a	lesson	from	one	of	his	favorite	educators,	Dr.	Glenn	Medeiros	
knows	that	making	history	is	dependent	upon	having	a	good	grasp	of	it.

UH	West	Oʻahu	earned	top	rankings	throughout	spring	semester	-	Throughout	the	spring	2021	semester,	the	University	of	
Hawaiʻi–West	Oʻahu	earned	several	top	rankings,	from	being	one	of	the	most	affordable	colleges	in	the	state	to	having	
some	of	the	best	online	bachelor’s	programs.

New	‘Psychology	of	Extremism’	book	authored	by	UH	West	Oʻahu	assistant	professor	-	The	University	of	Hawaiʻi–West	
Oʻahu’s	Dr.	Katherine	Aumer,	an	assistant	professor	of	Psychology,	authored	a	new	book	examining	the	foundations	of	
extremism	from	a	multidisciplinary	approach.
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UH	West	Oʻahu	campus	members	recognized	with	distinguished	selections	-	Congratulations	to	our	University	of	Hawaiʻi–
West	Oʻahu	faculty	and	staff	members	on	the	following	notable	selections	this	semester.

The	deadline	to	include	your	item	in	the	next	This	Week	is	Thursday	night.	Please	submit	your	item	using	the	
Communication	Department’s	Communications	Request	Form.

University	of	Hawai‘i	-	West	O‘ahu
91-1001	Farrington	Highway,	Kapolei,	Hawaiʻi	96707

ph:		689-2800		l		westoahu.hawaii.edu
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