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Investigation The fieldwork component of the archaeological inventory survey (AIS)

investigation was carried out under archaeological permit number 09-20,
issued by the Hawai‘i State Historic Preservation Division/Department of
Land and Natural Resources (SHPD / DLNR), per Hawai‘i Administrative
Rules (HAR) Chapter 13-282.

Project Location
and AIS Study
Area

The proposed Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project
(HHCTCP) extends approximately 23 miles from Kapolei in the west to
the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa and Waikiki in the east. The focus of
this AIS investigation is the western-most 7.4 miles of the overall project
area. This AIS study area includes all of Construction Phase I of the
HHCTCP, which consists of an approximately 6.8-mile segment of the
HHCTCP extending from North-South Road in East Kapolei to the Pearl
Highlands Station, and the western portion of Construction Phase 11,
extending approximately 0.6 miles from the Pearl Highlands Station to
Waimano Home Road in Pearl City. The AIS study area is depicted on the
U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-Minute Series Topographic Map, Ewa (1998),
Schofield Barracks (1998), and Waipahu (1998) Quadrangles. The
western-most portion of Construction Phase II was included in this AIS
study so that the historic preservation review process of at least a portion
of the project’s Construction Phase II would be concluded well ahead of
actual construction. For the purposes of this investigation, the project
area (7.4 linear miles) includes all of Construction Phase I (6.8 linear
miles) and the western-most portion of Construction Phase II (0.6
linear miles).

Land Jurisdiction

The AIS study area (all of Construction Phase I and the western portion of
Construction Phase II) is primarily located within existing or planned road
rights-of-way owned by the State of Hawai‘i or the City & County of
Honolulu, including North-South Road, Farrington Highway, and
Kamehameha Highway. The project corridor also traverses: agricultural
lands privately owned by D.R. Horton; the Ewa Drum Filling and Fuel
Storage Area, formerly owned by the U.S. Navy and now under State of
Hawai‘i (Department of Hawaiian Home Lands) jurisdiction; and
Leeward Community College, owned by the State of Hawai‘i. The support
facilities along the project corridor are located on privately-owned lands.
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Agencies

City & County of Honolulu (City); SHPD; Federal Transit Administration
(FTA)

Project Description
and Related
Ground
Disturbance

The purpose of the proposed HHCTCP is to provide high-capacity rapid
transit in the highly congested east-west transportation corridor between
Kapolei and the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa via a fixed guideway rail
transit system. In addition to the guideway, the project will require
construction of transit stations and support facilities, including a vehicle
maintenance and storage facility and park and ride lots. Seven proposed
transit stations are within the AIS study area, including: East Kapolei
Station; University of Hawai‘i at West O‘ahu Station; Ho‘opili Station;
West Loch Station; Waipahu Transit Center Station; Leeward Community
College Station; and Pearl Highlands Station. Project construction will
also require relocation of existing utility lines within the project corridor
that conflict with the proposed project design. Minimally, land-
disturbing activities would include grading of facility locations and
excavations for guideway column foundations, subsurface utility
relocation and installation, and facility construction.

Project Acreage

The approximately 156-acre Construction Phase I project area (which
includes the western-most portion of Construction Phase II) consists of:
the approximately 7 mile long transit corridor; seven transit stations
(approximately 5 acres); four park-and-ride facilities (approximately 25
acres); and a vehicle maintenance and storage facility (approximately 44
acres).

Area of Potential
Effect (APE) and
Survey Acreage

The survey area for this AIS investigation included the entire
approximately 156-acre project area. The Construction Phase I project’s
area of potential effect (APE) for archaeological cultural resources is
defined as all areas of direct ground disturbance. Although the extent of
ancillary subsurface impacts, for example those related to the relocation of
existing utilities, is still to be determined, it is estimated that the project’s
area of direct ground disturbance / APE is approximately 75 acres.

Historic
Preservation
Regulatory
Context

This document was prepared to support the proposed project’s historic
preservation review under Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) Chapter 6E-8
and Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR) Chapter 13-275. Due to federal
(FTA) funding, this project is a federal undertaking, requiring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and Section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act.

In consultation with SHPD, an AIS plan was prepared prior to conducting
the current AIS investigation. The Archaeological Inventory Survey Plan
For Construction Phase I of the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit
Corridor Project Station 392+00 (near East Kapolei Station) to Station
776+00 (near Waimano Home Road), Honouliuli, Ho ‘ae ‘ae, Waikele,
Waipi ‘o, and Waiawa Ahupua ‘a, ‘Ewa District, O ‘ahu (Hammatt and
Shideler 2009) was reviewed and accepted by SHPD in March 2009 (LOG
NO: 2009.1325, DOC NO: 0903WT115).
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Document Purpose | This AIS investigation was prepared in consideration of the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic
Preservation, and was conducted to identify, document, and make
National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and Hawai‘i
Register of Historic Places (Hawai‘i Register) eligibility recommendations
for the project area’s archaeological cultural resources'. Identification and
National/Hawai‘i Register eligibility recommendations for the project
area’s architectural cultural resources, including historic roads, bridges,
and structures, was conducted by historic architectural firm Mason
Architects, Inc., in association with the project’s Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) (USDOT/FTA and C&C/DTS 2008).

In consultation with the Hawai‘i State Historic Preservation Division
(SHPD), this investigation was also designed to fulfill the State
requirements for an AIS per Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR) Chapter
13-13-276. The investigation includes an undertaking-specific effect
recommendation and treatment/mitigation recommendations for the
cultural resources recommended National/Hawai‘i Register eligible. This
document is intended to support project-related historic preservation
consultation among stake-holding federal and state agencies, interested
Native Hawaiian groups and individuals, and community groups.

Fieldwork Effort The CSH field crew included: Jeff Fong, M.A.; Matt McDermott, M.A.;
David Shideler, M.A.; Jane Drengson, B.S.; Michelle Pammer, B.A.;
Peter Moser-Samson, B.A.; Ena Sroat, B.A.; Douglas Thurman, B.A.; Jon
Tulchin, B.A.; and Todd Tulchin, B.S.; under the general direction of
Hallett H. Hammatt, Ph.D (principal investigator). Fieldwork was
conducted between August 5 and October 14, 2009, and required
approximately 125 person-days to complete.

Cultural SIHP # 50-80-09-7751, subsurface cultural deposit (/o i sediments),
Resources/Historic recommended National/Hawai‘i Register-eligible under Criterion D
Properties’
Identified and
Recommended
Eligibility to the
National/Hawai‘i
Registers’

Effect This AIS investigation identified one cultural resource (SIHP # 50-80-09-
Recommendation 7751) in the project area that may be affected by the proposed project.
Under Hawaii State historic preservation review legislation, CSH’s
project-specific effect recommendation is “effect, with proposed
mitigation commitments.” Under federal historic preservation review
legislation a project effect recommendation of “no adverse effect” is
warranted, with the understanding that the proposed mitigation
measures (described below) are carried out to mitigate the
undertaking’s potential effect to National register-eligible cultural
resources.
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Mitigation SIHP # 50-80-09-7751, subsurface cultural deposit (/o ‘i sediments): an
Recommendations archaeological data recovery program is recommended prior to project-
related construction activities within the footprint of the makai (seaward)
entrance building of the Waipahu Transit Center Station. In accordance
with Hawai‘i Administrative Rules (HAR) 13-278 (governing
archaeological data recovery programs), an archaeological data recovery
plan should be prepared for review and approval of the SHPD. Once
approved, the plan should be implemented prior to project-related
construction activities in the vicinity.

Based on the results of this AIS, other archaeological mitigation measures
for the remainder of the HHCTCP Construction Phase I project area are
unwarranted. If, in the unlikely event that subsurface cultural deposits or
human skeletal remains are encountered during the course of project-
related construction activities, all work in the immediate area should stop
and the SHPD should be promptly notified.

'In historic preservation parlance, cultural resources are the physical remains and/or geographic locations that reflect
the activity, heritage, and/or beliefs of ethnic groups, local communities, states, and/or nations. Generally, they are at
least 50 years old, although there are exceptions, and include: buildings and structures; groupings of buildings or
structures (historic districts); certain objects; archaeological artifacts, features, sites, and/or deposits; groupings of
archaeological sites (archaeological districts); and, in some instances, natural landscape features and/or geographic
locations of cultural significance.

*Historic properties, as defined under federal historic preservation legislation, are cultural resources that are at least
50 years old (with exceptions) and have been determined eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places based on their integrity and historic/cultural significance in terms of established significance criteria.
Determinations of eligibility are generally made by a federal agency official in consultation with SHPD. Under
federal legislation, a project’s (undertaking’s) potential effect on historic properties must be evaluated and
potentially mitigated. Under Hawai‘i State historic preservation legislation, historic properties are defined as any
cultural resources that are 50 years old, regardless of their historic/cultural significance under state law, and a
project’s effect and potential mitigation measures are evaluated based on the project’s potential impact to
“significant” historic properties (those historic properties determined eligible, based on their integrity and
historic/cultural significance in terms of established significance criteria, for inclusion in the Hawai‘i Register of
Historic Places). Determinations of eligibility to the Hawai‘i Register result when a state agency official’s historic
property “significance assessment” is approved by SHPD, or when SHPD itself makes an eligibility determination
for a historic property.

3Cultural resource significance is evaluated and expressed as eligibility for listing on the National and/or Hawai‘i
Register. To be considered eligible for listing on the National and/or Hawai‘i Register a cultural resource should
possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and meet one or more
of the following broad cultural/historic significance criteria: “A” reflects major trends or events in the history of the
state or nation; “B” is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; “C” is an excellent example of a
site type/work of a master; “D” has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history;
and, “E” (Hawaii Register only) has traditional cultural significance to an ethnic group, includes religious structures
and/or burials.

*Under Hawai‘i State historic preservation review legislation, there are five potential forms of historic preservation
mitigation: A) Preservation; B) Architectural Recordation; C) Archaeological Data Recovery; D) Historical Data
Recovery; and E) Ethnographic Documentation (HAR Chapter 13-275-8).
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