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Korean film ‘Oasis’ opens UH
Manoa’s educating Korean films

By Cassie Thomas
Staff Writer

UH Manoas Center for Korean
“Educating
through Images: Korean film in
2003,” and is scheduled to run from
Sept. 17-20. This conference brings
international scholars and film-

Studies is hosting

makers together to explore contem-
porary Korean films. Acclaimed as
one of the best Korean movies to be
made in recent years, “ Oasis” will be
opening the conference.

Screened at the Cannes and Venice
Film Festivals, “Oasis” follows the
lives and stories of two very differ-
ent people. Han Gong-ju is a woman
trapped in her body by cerebral palsy.
Hong Jong-du is a man who treats
life as a game, and the people in it
as toys. They come from completely
different worlds, but they have much

in common — both are trapped and
dismissed by their families as hope-
less causes, and, most importantly,
have nowhere else to turn

Jong-du, with his mind still trapped
in early childhood, takes nothing in
life seriously. He has been in prison
for nearly three years because of a
drunk driving accident. Recently
released, he finds that his friends
have moved away and his family no
longer wants him. The true driver in
the hit-and-run was Jong-du’s older
brother. Due to cutbacks, Jong-du’s
brother lost his office job and now
runs a small auto shop. Jong-du
was selected to take the fall for his
brother’s accident so that the family
wouldn’t lose their main source of
income.

When Jong-du decides to visit the
family of the man his brother killed,
he finds a man and his wife vacating
a run down apartment, leaving the
man’s severely handicapped sister,
Gong-Ju behind. She spends her days
alone in her apartment under the
part-time care of a neighbor. While
Gong-ju lives without any luxury or
friends, her brother uses the federal
money intended for his disabled
sister to move into a new and spa-
cious apartment complex.

An unlikely romance develops
between Gong-ju and Jong-du — a
relationship born out of mutual des-
peration. The liaison scandalizes
both families and soon attracts the
attention of the police. First and

foremost a love story, “Oasis” is a
powerful testament to finding beauty
not wherever you can, but wherever
you are.

Released in Korea in 2002, “Oasis”
quickly rose to international acclaim.
It is directed by Lee Chang-dong,
and stars Sol Kyung-goo as Jong-du,
and Moon Sori as Gong-ju. It won an
award at the Pusan Film Festival as
well as an award for Best Film of the
Year from FIPRESCI, an international
film critic organization.

“Oasis” will be shown at “Educat-
ing through Images: Korean film
in 2003, along with several other
award-winning films.

The conference will consist of
workshops during the day that
explore Korean cinema, followed by a
screening each night. The workshops
are centered around themes, such as,
“Korean films: language, styles, and
rhythms,” and will discuss the films
shown during the conference. Films
to be shown include, “Failain” (2001),
and “Housemaid” (“Hamyo”’1960).
The conference will also host the
world premiere of “Invisible Light,”
a film produced and directed by Gina
Kim.

Films will be shown at 7:30 p.m.
each night at the Doris Duke Theater
at the Honolulu Academy of Arts. A
$5 admission fee will be charged per
movie.

For a full schedule of events go to
www.hawaii.edu/korea/announce/
upcommingevents.htm

Tonouchi’s 204 class
poets ‘Stick it toYa”

By Grace Wauke
Staff Writer

Unlike the usual collection of four-
versed rhyming poems, “Stick it to
Ya,” is a book of poems that includes
lists, monologues and personal narra-
tives. “Stick It To Ya,” comes from KCC
instructor, Lee Tonouchi’s English 204
Creative Writing Class. A compilation
of literature from thirteen culturally
diverse writers, this book is a rich
reflection of life in these islands.

As a published writer, Tonouchi
knows first hand the ordeals budding
writers need to go through to get their
work out.

“As first time poets, lots of times this
is not a good experience,” said Tonou-
chi. “So I wanted to give them a little
bit more positive first experience.”

Out of his desire to help ease the
process of getting published came this
collaboration by his students. The
title, “Stick it to Ya: Peanut Butter and
Poetry Jam,” relates to the sticky qual-
ity of peanut butter.

“It’s the idea of peanut butter and all
of us sticking together in one book,”
said Tonouchi.

Not only did this book give the class
an opportunity to “stick together,
but also a chance to improve on their
writing and the experience of getting
published.

“I learned from Mr. Tonouchi
that a writer can’t be too attached
to a piece of writing,” said Kenneth
Leung , one of Tonouchi’s students.
“There is always room for change.
At first I didn’t agree, but when I
saw an improvement in my writing, I

changed my mind”

Leung’s poem tells of his yearly
experience with his family at Chinese
New Year. While he does not have
any interest in being a writer, Leung
has become excited about what this
publication may bring forth.

“I didn’t think it was such a big
thing at first, but now I'm actually
quite excited to see where this will all
lead,” said Leung.

Rollie Grafious, another English 204
student, has two works in the book.
Unlike the other writings, one of his
compositions is a list of ten things
entitled, “Note to Self”

“Some things on the list are things
you do everyday, some things are
meaningful lessons in life;” said Gra-
fious.

The other of Grafious’ writings
recalls his bar room run in with “The
Stranger” According to Grafious, the
recollection “shows how the stranger
has an ignorant attitude.”

Although Grafious does not plan to
be a full-fledged writer, he said, “The
book gives us something to remember
the class and the time spent together.
It allows us to pass something on to
other generations”

As Tonouchi states in his introduc-
tion of the book, “If read separate,
planny of da pieces insai dis collection
might strike one cord. But wen read
togeddahs, these poems create amaz-
ing music”

Other writings include subjects
such has food, hair and of course, the
relations between men and women. A
copy of the book is available at Work-
space Art Gallery in Kaimuki.

Steel Drums ring in the new semester

By Marlene Jones-Skurtu
Staff Writer

“It's not every day you see some-
thing unique,” Greg MacDonald said
from the KCC Cafés stage. “Well,
today you get to see a Japanese woman
playing a Bach song on an oil drum!”
The woman is his wife from Japan,
Junko, who is the other half of his
Caribbean Steel Drum act.

The Office of Student Affairs (OSA)
at KCC is trying to not only bring in
regular bands for the enjoyment of the
students, but is bringing a set of “Cul-
tural Performances” that demonstrate
music from around the world.

Greg MacDonald and Junko have
won a number of Hawaii Music
Awards. Their latest, 2002 Best Clas-
sical Album, was for their album,
“Sweet Dreaming” McDonald said
he didn't think classical music on
steel drums would be popular, but
Junko, who has a background in clas-
sical piano, pushed him into it. When
the crowds where they perform were
excited about it, he knew it was the
right choice. Other awards included
2000 Best Latin album and 1999 Best
World Music.

Photo by: Marlene Jones-Skurtu

MacDonald didn’t start out with
a career in music. He actually is a
trained psychologist that even occa-
sionally teaches here at KCC. While
having a private practice in Berkeley,
he took classes in steel drums. Then
he ran the Navy’s Drug and Alcohol
Prevention program here until his

life as a musician took over. He and
Junko now play regularly at All Star
Café on Saturday nights, Royal Hawai-
ian Shopping Center on Mondays and
Wednesdays and a couple of times per
month at Ala Moana Shopping Center,
as well as private gigs. They have
toured in Japan and on the Mainland.

)

Their classical album is also played in
hospitals and rest homes, “for its heal-
ing effect,” Junko says.

MacDonald, a natural teacher, tells
the history of the steel drums at each
performance. He covers how the song
“Jamaica Farewell” has evolved over
60 years in its performance by various

1l | \
{ . |

artists and how Perez Prado (Mambo
#5) was thrown out of Mexico for
playing the national anthem on the
steel drums.

The steel drums were invented in
Trinidad in the 40s from oil barrels.
The bottom is cut off and hammered
to the top, and bumps are created
to make various notes. Today, they
chrome it and it takes around 200
hours to make one, and they cost
$2000.

They were the instruments of
adolescent boys. When 100 of them
pounded together, it got loud and par-
ents warned their daughters to stay
away from them. So, in order to get
respect they started learning classical
songs, such as “Ave Maria.”

“It was a rebellious instrument,”
says MacDonald, “and to be accepted,
the kids played classical” Later, RCA
Victor Records declared it a “new
instrument.”

Besides performing, MacDonald is
willing to teach steel drums and will
lend some drums to those who want
to take lessons. Besides the regular
record stores, one can purchase their
albumsonlineatwww.cdbaby.com/

gregmacdonald. Or you can contact
Greg or Junko directly at 735-6003.
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By Marlene Jones-Skurtu
Kapi‘o Staff Writer

If you're like most college students,
you dont have much money to
blow. So heres a list of upcom-
ing events put on by the Office of
Student Affairs (OSA). Hope you
enjoy it, ‘cuz it’s your student fees
hard at work!

FREE BOOK giveaway. All day,
September 10 (tomorrow) in Cafe.
Books of all sorts: novels, how-to-
dos, school. Donated by faculty,
staff, and others.

LESLIE WILCOX, TV anchor
from KHON. September 11, 12:30
to 1:30, in Ilima 202abc. She will
talk about life as a journalist.

Honolulu Academy of Arts
presents
Pianist Stephen Wilber
Sunday,September 14 at 4:00 pm
All Seats $15.00

Rising- young American keyboard
artist Stephen Wilber has been hailed
for the freshness and refinement of
his playing, as well as for his force,
imagination, feeling, and lyricism. He
also has an unusual vocation. When
not in concert he plays semi-profes-
sional football for the Washington
DC Chiefs! For more information call
532-8700.

Panalaau - Hawaiian Colo-
nists, American Citizens
Bishop Museum
presents

Opening September 15 through Octo-
ber 5, 2003 Nationally recognized by
the American Association for State
and Local History. This exhibit tells
the story of how 60 young Hawai-
ian men were sent to occupy remote
. deserted islands in equatorial Pacific
from 1935 to 1942.

Honolulu Academy of Arts
presents

September 11 (11°9°01)

A film about 11 stellar directors
from different countries and cultures
reacting to the tragic events on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 in New york City in
accordance with their point of view:
political, violent, disturbing, abstract,
opinionated, angered, or forgiving.
September 9 at 7:30 pm

Child Care Available
Child care in my home Kapahulu
area. Experienced.
Ages 1 - 2 years old.
Call June at 734-1884.

Stuff to See and Do On Campus

FREE ICE CREAM social in  OKINAWAN TAIKO DRUMS,
Café, September 15 (Mon.) 12-1  another OSA “Cultural Perfor-
p.m. mance” presentation, will per-
form in the café on September 25
JON YAMASATO  (former  (Thurs.), 11:30-12:30.
member of PURE HEART) and
David Kamakahi, both from Na
‘Oiwi, will sing in the Café 11:30 to
12:30 on September 16 (Tues.).

CLUB DAY is September 29
(Mon.). All the clubs will have
tables in the café from 10 to 2 p.m.
where you can sign up. Everything
from paint ball to languages. Join
something and have fun!

JAKE SHIMABUKURO,
famous ukulele player and former
KCC student, will talk about his
life in music on September 18
(Thurs.), 12:30-1:30 p.m. at Ilima
202bc.

FREE MOVIE DAYS: (Sorry,
titles are not available very far
ahead of time). The movies run 10
to 2 p.m. in the Café, on September
9 (today—and includes free pop-
corn), and September19th, 23",
and 30"

CHRIS MURRAY, and other
members of the SKA band GO
JIMMY GO will play in the Café
12-1 pm. on September 22
(Mon.).

Doris Duke Theatre
at the Academy

presents
Archaeological Institute of America
Valley of the Golden Mummies

One of the most exciting archaeological discoveries of modern times
was found in 1996 when a shepherd stumbled upon some 10,000 Greco-
Roman era mummies burried at a desert oasis. Two local professors, Dr.
Robert Littman and Dr. DeWolfe Miller, have just returned from workfield
there, and will present an illustrated lecture on the most recent findings.
Reception to follow.

Thursday, September 11 at 7:30 p.m. FREE.

Aloha Festivals Opening Ceremony - 0‘ahu
Friday September 12, 2003 5:30 p.m.
lolani Palace

This marks the official beginning of our 2003 Aloha Festivals. Traditional chant
and hula will kick off the six-week, six island annual celebration. The O'ahu Royal
Court gathers on the steps of the only royal palace on U.S. soil, Tolani Palace.
Dressed in royal garments, the court will make its procession to Bishop Street at
Tamarind Park in Honolulu's business district for the Downtown Hoolaulea. For
more information, call (808) 589-1771 or email: info@alohafestivals.com

Dont forget to purchase your Aloha Festival ribbon at any participating sponsors.

For more information on upcoming events visit www.alohafestivals.com

Bank of Hawaii
Career Fair

(0*ahu) Bank of Hawaii will be hosting a Career Fair. Wednesday
September 10, 2003 from 3:00-7:00pm at the Ala Moana Hotel
(Garden Lanai Room). All candidates interested in pursuing a posi-
tion with the bank or have questions about a career in the financial
field are encouraged to attend. Kehaulani Volhein 537-8844

Honolulu Symphony:
Russian Romance

Hikawa Kiyoshi

will perform live at

Sheraton Waikiki Hotel at Neal S Blaisdell Concert Hall
2255 Kalakaua Ave, Honolulu 777 Ward Avenue. Honolulu
on Sunday, September 14, Tickets $16 - $59 ’

s i Parking pass - $3.00

Bogrs epenoks S0y Box office: 591-2211

All seats are reserved by table only,

not by seat number.

Ticket price $68

Get your student photo ID

Lama building, on the Ist floor
Monday - Thursay
8:00 - 12:00am 1:30 - 6:00 pm
Friday
8:00-12:00am 1:30 - 3:30 pm
you will :
*fill out an ID form
*present a photo ID
*pressent class schedule

No hats or sunglasses!
For more information call 734-9268

Networking into the Millennium
Free Computer Basics

No computer skills.needed. -

Use word processing to create prefessional looking docu-
ments

Learn email and effective internet search sirategies

Have fun computing while meeting people and leaming
practical skills

Save and manage text, records, images, movies or sound
Produce a financial spreadsheet

Classes will be adjusted to focus on student needs or
questions e

Students, community members and volunteer tutors are
welcome but complter space is limited.

{Service Leaming hours are sometimes avzilable to stu-
dents interested in being computer futors for this free class)

Call Mike at 888-5615 to reserve your space.

MyOpic View:

Environmentalists misunderstood

We have also spread war, oppres- a gigantic mess, we neglect to realize
sion, McDonald’s and 50 Cent.

Just as some species benefit from
our hand (corn, cotton and lice),
others (the passenger pigeon, mar-
supial wolf and about 25,000 others
a year) have not. Likewise, as some
nations have benefited from our
overreaching influence, others have
not. For every Japan or France,
there is an Afghanistan, a Vietnam,
a Nicaragua, a Palestine or an Iraq,
where our intervention made things
worse than they were before.

We Americans haven't gotten the
picture just yet though, When we eat
our Chilean sea bass, sit in 60 degree
classrooms, consume products that
have been shipped three thousand
miles to the most isolated landmass
in the world, spray our crops with
toxic chemicals and generally leave

what a destructive impact we have.

Our way of life is more than just
wasteful — it is harmful as well.

This Sept. 11, take a moment
to remember those 3,000 people.
Remember them as people and as
fellow Americans. Remember what
was taken from them and what their
families will never have; but remem-
ber why. Remember the tens of thou-
sands of Iraqis and Afghanis, the
millions of extinct plants and ani-
mals, the untold sums of destroyed
ecosystems and most important,
the Earth.

Think about how your actions
affect the other residents of this
planet because we're part of an inter-
connected web in which every action
is felt and nothing can be ignored.
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