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FORMAL WEAR TO RENT 
Also Accessories 
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PRACTICAL NURSING 19 

Practical Nurse Training 
In Hawaii 

,By 

MARJORIE ELLIOTT 

HAW Ali-the land of sunshine and 

ftqwers-has its sick just as have 
other areas of the United States. The need 
for a sufficient number of nurses to supply 
adequate care. became acute during the last 
war. The realization that well-trained prac­
tical nurses could be invaluable in the nurs­
ing field resulted in the establishment of 
the Practical Nurse Training School in 
Honolulu. The first class of 22 students, 
of whom 18 graduated and passed the licens­
ing examination, began classes on October 
20, 1947. Three classes each year have 
been trained since that time, and at present 
there are 226 graduates of the school, all 
of whom are licensed practical nurses. At 
present there are 76 students divided be­
tween the 3 classes now in training. 

The Territory of Hawaii consists of a 
group of islands, the major ones being 
Hawaii, Maui, Kauai, Molokai, and Oahu­
the island on which Honolulu is situated. 
The Practical Nursing School serves the 
entire Territory. Since the population of 

about 500,000 represents many races and 
racial mixtures, it follows that classes will 
be composed of representatives of these 
groups. Although there are some haole 
(Caucasian) students, they are far out-mtm­
bered by those of Japanese, Filipino, Chinese, 
Portuguese, Samoan, Korean, Puerto Rican, 
Spanish, and Hawaiian ancestry. Teaching 
becomes increasingly stimulating when vari­
ous racial customs and characteristics enter 
into cbss discussions. 

Although perfect racial equality is a dream 
of the future, Hawaii probably comes as 
close to such a utopia as any place in the 
world. It is shocking to the students here 
to read of schools on the mainland where 
colored and white students are trained in 
separate classes. Even the p-rivate schools 
here are open to all races. 

The Practical Nursing School functions 
under the Vocational Division of the De­
partment of Public Instruction, with two 

(Continued on Page 37) 
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Student nurses in Hawaii demoristrate the baby bath in the home during Home 
Nursing exeperience. 
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Sister R. A. Rozon, R.N. , A.B. , a member of the 
Nuns, Superintendent of Nurses and Director of the 
Ghost Training School for Attendants ot Cambridge, 
was given an Honorary Degree of LL. D. by Boston 
on June 14, 1950. The selection of Sister 
Boston College was made in recognition of her 
of selfless service to the chronically ill. 

THE Holy Ghost Tr 
Attendants was establi 

students with ability who 
caring for the chronically 
require the skilled care 
nurse. 

care, that upon 
efficiently and. 
private homes. 

'vVe try 
idea of 

O'Jr students an accurate 
ractical nurses' posit:on in the 
religious, social and economic 

It has provided means by which 
t may develop mentally and moral­

their studies, their contacts with 
professional personnel and their unsel­
service to the sick. 

located in Cambridge, Massachu-

Holy 

ERR. A. RozoN, R.N., A.B., DIRECTOR 

Holy Ghost Hospital 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

from Boston). Holy Ghost 
or s the school, which is con­
Grey N uns. 

perience is 18 
Classes are ace 

ary and May. 

study and practical ex­
hs. 

in September, J anu-

Student Activities organized by the 
Committee. 

An attractive and 
Hall is provided 
social activities. 

Our hospital is 
ican College of Surgeons, 
Medical Association, The Ca 
Association, The Approving 

Recreational 
ents hold their 

the Commonwealth of Massach 
Training School for Attendants is 
by The Board of Registration in 
and the National Association for 
Nurse Education. 
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gather fu rther data for the study. 
There is a need to bring the physician 

situation since part of the 
tudent's learning experience is con­
ct with him. However, since he is 

n t likely to make frequent home visits, 
th student may not see him at all 
wh le she is with the patient. There­
for the supervisor should see that 
the tudent does make a contact with 

d ctor, at least by telephone if no 
other opportunity is available. 

There are many questions to which we 
hope the proj ct will provide answers. Such 
queries as: 

1. How can better preparation for nurs­
ing in th home be given to student 
practical n rses? 

2. If this is p ovided, will it necessarily 
detract fro the preparation needed 
for working in institutions and or­
ganizations? 

3. How much wi 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

How do we secure 
for such student 
will choose them? 

nursing ser ce; and in the 
practicing practical nurses th t the 
students re taking cases from them 
at a lo er fee? 
Can "mmature students profit om 
sue experiences and at the same t me 
sa guard the care of the patient ? 

an problems arising from the ne d 
to transport students during thi s as .. 
signment be solved? 

10. Will the school be flooded 
quests to perform 
functions? 

11. Will such experiences in the 
the student sufficient sati action so 
that she will wish to cant· ue to work 
in homes in a similar m 
graduates? 

12. Will adding this ty, e of experience 
in the curriculum erve as a potent 
recruitment facto so that our schools 
of practical n sing will no longer 

on about 80% of their 
1fficult questions, a ren't 

aps three years from now 
ave some of the answers­

some in ull, others in part only. Per-
haps e will have another list of 
ques ons ready to be answered in the 
fut re. No one knows. 

But e do know one thing. We know we 
are t kling a genuine problem, an important 
pro em; we know that we need to do some 

research in this phase of practical nurs­
education; and we know that here at 
we are taking a step which has great 

potentialities for improvement in the care 
of a large segment of our patients of the 
future-those who are sick at home. 

--------------------------------------

In Hawaii 
(Continued from Page 19) 

full-time and two part-time teachers. Clinical 
experience is provided for in different hos­
pitals, enabling the students to become 
familiar with mother and baby care, tuber­
culosis nursing, pediatrics, convalescent and 
geriatric nursing, and home nursing, as well 
as observation of and participation in the 
care of well children. 

Although all students receive their three 
months of theoretical training in the school 
in H onolulu, there are "affiliations" estab­
lished in hospitals on two of the other is­
lands so that students can obtain part of 
their clinical experience there. At least 
half the students of each class are se1':cted 
from the islands outside of Oahu, and they 
are encouraged to return to their home 
islands for clinical experience. This is es-
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pecially valuable in that it st imulates grad­
uates to seek employment at home rather than 
in the big city. The smaller community, 
plantation, and tuberculosis hospita\o; on 
the other islands find it difficult to ~upply 

their requ~rements for trained 11ractical 
nurses. 

Since men are much in demand 111 the 
field of practical nursing, as many as ap­
ply and meet the entrance qualifications are 
accepted into the school. T here :ue two 
men in training at present; and of the .~ ight 

who have graduated, one is serving in the 
Medical Corps of the Army in Korea and 
the others are employed in local hospitals. 

The course covers a period of 10 months, 
including 12 weeks of theory and 30 weeks 
of clinical experience. Students range in 
age from 18 to 50. Older graduates often 
prefer private duty, while younger nurses 
usually prefer hospital employment. The 
course prepares students for tl:te Licensing 
Board Examinations to meet the requirements 
of the mandatory territorial licensure law. 

Evening extension courses for employed 
practical nurses who have been licensed by 
waiver are conducted in the home school 
and sponsored in other areas. By complet­
ing such courses, these nurses become eligible 
for the licensing examination. In-service 
training programs are conducted in hospitals 
throughout the Territory where some of the 
practical nurses employed have been licensed 
JyJ waiver without a course of training. 
The quality of nursing care is greatly im­
proved through these additional t raining 
courses which are made possible by the 
Practical Nurse Training School. 
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Students 111 training take great interest 
in preparing a bi-monthly mimeographed 
newsletter which is sent to all graduates 
and other interested persons. 

The alumnae association provides for a 
continued relationship with classmates and 
inst ructors after graduation. The Terri­
torial P ractical Nursing· Association offers 
opportunity for development and educat ion 
as well as a medium though which to work 
for the maintenance and improvement of 
practical nursing standards in the Territory. 

The islands are proud of having had for 
five years an approved progressive school; 
of practical nursing. Goals for the future 
include a continuation of programs for th'e 
upgrading of practical nurses licensed by 
waiver, lengthening of the courses to at least 
one year , and the construction of a pi r­
manent building which will provide the capa­
city for training a sufficient number of stu­
dents to meet the increasing needs of the 
islands. 

Marjorie E ll iott is the director of 
the Board of Education Practical 
Nurse Training Program in Hono­
lulu, Hawaii. 

I Believe 
(Continued from Page 
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