










Page6 FEATURE 
Gifts cards a hot item this holiday season 
Buying Christmas 
gifts can be a prob­
lem easily solved by 
giving a gift card. 
By Ellice Flores 
NEWS EDITOR 

The gift of plastic seems to be 
the number one item on Christmas 
shoppers list this year. According 
to the Arizona Republic, shoppers 
are expected to buy $248 billion 
worth of gift cards this holiday 
season , up 34% from last year. In a 
recent survey done by the National 
Retail Federation , nearly 80% of 
people who took the survey said 
they plan to buy at least one gift 
card this Christmas. 

Gift cards are erasing their image 
as being an impersonal gifts given 
by lazy friends and relatives. With 
all the hustle and bustle throughout 

this time of year, gift cards seems to 
be the easiest gift to buy. 

"Sometimes it is hard to figure 
out what someone wants fo r 
Chri stmas , so it is easy to just buy 
them a gift card for there favodte 
store or restaurant and then stick 
it in an envelope ," student Julie 
Kinoshita said. 

Sure enough, no gift wrapping is 
req uired. Buying gift cards online 
from retailers is even easier. They 
typically ship it to the recipients 
for free. It is also a neutral gift, 
for when a person can't be sure of 
one 's taste. 

With gift cards becoming a pop­
ular item , stores have spiced up 
the image of the gift card. Today 
gift cards can be just as attractive 
as any other type of present. At KB 
Toys, gift cards feature many dif­
ferent designs including Superman 
and Dora the Explorer. 

Although gift card designs have 
been improved some feel it takes the 

Eligibility: 

fun out of holiday shopping. 
"Most of our shoppers like to 

pick out clothes . They like to match 
the outfits and get accessories 
and stuff," Gymboree employee 
Annora Ng said. "We also have a 
lot of discounts and markdowns 
so sometimes it is cheaper to buy 
clothes. That is more fun than 
buying a gift card." 

There are downside to buying 
gift cards. These days , gift cards 
come with an expiration date and 
if is not used for a certain amount 
of time, a fee will be deducted 
every month and sooner or later 
the card will have no value. Also, 
sometimes a person will put away 
a gift card and forget about it. 
· Gift cards are ranked third on 

the list of gifts shoppers say they 
want to purchase, according to the 
Arizona Republic. Clothing and 
accessories are the most requested 
gifts, followed by items such as 
DVD's, books, and video games. 

provide copy ofldgh school diploma from any Hawan High School 
provide copy of enrollment at any college or university in the Honolulu area 

Costs & Offer Rules: 
$300 a month 

Spring and Summer leases available 
Limited number of scholarships available 

Security deposit, application fee, and maintenance fee required 
Any double or triple room at Kalo Terrace or The Hana 

Rent Includes: 
All Utilities, Cable, High Speed Internet, 

furniture package 

Contact htformation: 

For Details call 

808-923-8807 
Or Visit 

www.campushousin2.com/hawaii 
Visit our offices at 

2424 Koa Avenue (beldnd the Hyatt • 1054 Kalo Place.(l block from UH Manoa) 
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New musical combines rock and comedy 
Movie shows there's 
more to Jack Black and 
Kyle Gass than just a 
rock and roll band. 
By Marie Kuroda 
STAFF WRITER 

Although most reviews pick 

on the Tenacious D movie, it was 

quite amusing to see Jack Black 

and Kyle Gass sing and dance 

their way through their master­

piece. Jack Black is a real one-of­

a-kind character, but he ' s likeable, 

and viewers will get used to him 

and realize that he 's just a real 

passionate guy on screen, TV and 

stage. Kyle Gass, the right hand 

man of Tenacious D, who is por­

trayed as the greatest guitarist on 

Earth, is definitely the guy we 

don't get to see enough of. The 

acting by Black and Gass is strong. 

The characters have personalities, 

Black being the younger power­

house of the two and Gass as the 

cool wise dude. There are other 

great actors and musicians in 

the movie, including Ben Stiller, 

Meatloaf, Dave Grahl , and DIO. 

One of the good things about 

this movie is that there 's none of 

that cheesy love drama. In almost 

every movie , there 's a cheesy love 

scene between the main guy and 

some girl , and that just either can 

ruin or make the movie. That said , 

"The Pick of Destiny" is 100% 

about rock and roll (Tenacious 

D Style), passion, friendship and 

having a good time. The beginning 

of the movie is real musical, but 

don't let that fool you into think­

ing this is going to be like RENT 

or Chicago, all jazzy and color. 

There's song and dance, but Black 

and Gass have their own moves 

and tunes to keep your attention 

throughout most of the movie. 

Plus, this movie is about flames, 

"satanus," and adventure. There's 

no traditional boy meets girl, but 

there's a traditional story and plot 

connection, which makes the movie 

easy to follow and understand. 

"Definitely a good movie to 

watch when you are feeling lazy 

and down about the world," KCC 

student Amanda Cortes said. 

Irma Aguilar agrees. 

"That (' Pick of Destiny') was 

so silly!" who commented with a 

GOOGLE.COM 

Jack Black and Kyle Gass play themselves in the latest musical to hit theaters. Two guys go on an epic quest to obtain 'The 
Pick of Desinty," a magical guitar pick that will make them into the greatest rock band in the universe. 

laugh when reminded of a certain 

scene, Aguilar said 

It would be wrong to place 

"The Pick of Destiny" in any 

genre, but it will surely find a 

place in the hearts of longtime 

Daniel Craig, who also stars 
in "Munich" and "Road to Perdi­
tion," plays Bond in the latest 
installment of the adventures of 
the famous 007 agent. 

Bond must stop a banker 
from winning a casino tourna­
ment and using the prize money 
to fund terrorist activities. 

Tenacious D fans and may bring 

on new followers of "Cough, 

cough pheeeew, it 's time to 

write a masterpiece!" "The Pick 

of Destiny" won the hearts and 

laughter of many in theaters . If 

you don't have enough money to 

go to the theater because of the 

holidays, then go rent it later, and 

have a nice relaxing post-Christ­

mas movie day and let Tenacious 

D "Rock your brain to S$!T." 

GOOGLE.COM 

New Bond movie is intense, convincing 
By Matt Woodward 
U-WIRE 

"Casino Royale" is a gritty, vis­

ceral, bloody, violent throwback to 

the stripped-down James Bond flicks 

of the '60s, and a great diversion from 

the graphic and gadget-heavy films of 

the '90s and 2000s. 
The film documents the start of 

James Bond's (Daniel Craig) career, 

beginning when he gets promoted 

to a 00 agent and receives his first 

major assignment, Le Chiffre (Mads 

Mikkelsen), who helps finance vari­

ous terrorist organizations around 

the world. 
His investigation takes him to 

Madagascar, the Bahamas and Mon-

tenegro to compete against Le Chiffre 

in a high-stakes poker game in order 

to take down Le Chiffre's business, 

with the help of fellow M16 agent 

Mathis (Giancarlo Giannini), Brit­

ish Treasury agent Vesper Lynd (Eva 

Green) and CIA agent Felix Leiter 

(Jeffrey Wright). 

The writers (Neal Purvis, Robert 

Wade and Paul Haggis) and direc­

tor (veteran Bond director Martin 

Campbell) had an idea that in order 

to compete for super-spy supremacy 

in the modern world of heroes like 

Jason Bourne ("The Bourne Suprem­

acy") and Jack Bauer ("24"), who 

have brains, brawn and little else to 

go on, a computer graphics flick with 

more futuristic gadgets than Batman 

wouldn't compare. 

So they opted for a direct, no­

nonsense film. Early on in the film, 
the free-style street movement tech­

nique known as "Parkour" is heavily 

used in a chase scene between Bond 

and an African bomb maker (who is 

played by one of the creators of Park­

our). The two go through a construc­

tion site, jumping from scaffolding to 

crane rigs for about 10 minutes and 

providing a long but intense visual. 

Obviously, when discussing a new 

Bond flick that features a new actor 

portraying the world's most famous 

spy, discussion of his performance is 

a top priority. 

Everyone wants to know how 

he'll do. And there has been no 

greater scrutiny of a casting decision 

than that of Craig for Bond. Craig 

("Layer Cake," "Munich") comes in 

at a very close second to Sean Con­

nery for best Bond. 

He's got the charismatic, cocky, 

''I'm the baddest mother in the room" 

swagger. But since he's playing a 

younger, less experienced Bond, he 

also has an intensity and naivete to 

his performance that makes it much 

more than just another Bond; it pro­

pels him to a high status. 

You actually take note of Craig's 

talent for acting, not just his talent for 

portraying Bond. 

Craig's supporting cast is flawless. 

The beautiful and talented French 

actress Green ("The Dreamers," 

"Kingdom of Heaven") is a mesmer­

izing Bond girl. 

Mikkelsen is one of the best vii-

lains I've seen since Christopher 
Walken in "A View to a Kill." Wright, 

Giannini and Dame Judi Deneb round 

out the stellar cast that help Craig slip 

into Bond's tuxedo with ease. 

But however impressive this film 

may be, it was still a rookie film and 

it felt like a rookie film. Craig played 

Bond to the best of his abilities at the 

time, but he's still trying to gather his 

full bearings. 

There are times when "Casino 

Royale" doesn't feel like a Bond 

film. When you think of Bond, you 

think beautiful women, fantastical 

gadgets and vodka martinis "shaken, 

not stirred." 

Giving Bond depth, emotion and 

multiple layers sends the franchise in 

a whole new direction. 
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create a new course on technology 

helpdesk training next year open to 
any student. Cooperation between 
the KCC administration, Business 
Education (BE) Department, the 
Library, and Center for Excellence 
in Learning, Teaching and Tech­
nology (CELTT) was essential to 
the development of the plan. The 
library will own and supervise the 
computers. BE students. interns 
and coursework will upport build­
ing and maintenance of the lab. A 
student run helpdesk will include 
free training provided by CELTT. 
Despite a lot of valuable knowledge, 
cooperation and insight, it is still an 
idea and far from a done deal. 

Hardware, software and operating 
system costs now need to be deter­
mined. The exact product descrip­
tion and item number are required 
in order to purchase through state 
procurement, so vendors can bid to 
supply it. This means it is easier to 

to Microsoft products will have dif­
ficulty adapting to a slightly different 
user interface. Once the complicated 
details of specific hardware, software 
and costs are decided, SC will revise 
the proposal developed over the last 
year and vote on resubmitting it to 
the Chancellor. If the amended pro­
posal is approved SC will pay half 
of the costs for the lab from student 
money, contingent upon the college 
administration paying the other half. 
Learning a detail orientation and 
understanding of the procurement 
and administrative process required 
to complete a project like this is dif­
ficult, but it is a good Jesson in how 
the real world works. 

SC is also a good way to inter­
act in the academic community and 
with the legislature as a student advo­
cate. As KCC delegate to University 
of Hawaii Student Caucus for more 
than two years I've had opportuni­
ties to personally discuss issues with 
State Senators and Representatives, 
the UH Board of Regents, and senior 
UH officials, and to see a glimps~ of 
a bigger picture. Students from Maui, 

purchase from state approved ven- Hila and Hawaii Community Col­
dors, although the price is often leges sent inspired representatives 
higher than outside sources. Sev­
eral members of Student Congress 
are working on reports outlining 
the hardware costs of dual core and 
new mini ITX technology. Mini ITX 
is more expensive but runs cooler 
without fans so it uses less energy. It 
also has fewer heavy metals that can 
harm the environment. 

Because the Windows XP operat­
ing system costs $299 per computer, 
while open source is free, open source 
software like Linux Puppy may be an 

over the past few years to win more 
money for their schools because the 
legislature listens. This year KCC 
student leaders have been very active 
attending and participating in meet­
ings concerned with the state's leg­
islative future. An active presence by 
student leaders when important deci­
sions become public for input can 
change our future. I'm happy to have 
had the nudges from advisors and 
fellow ,leaders to submit testimony at 
hearings on education, but it's now 

option. The main concern with this time to start working on the new leg­
alternative is whether students used islative session. 

. eBusiness: 
Continued from page 1 

at the cafeteria showing his sup­
port for his classmates. For his own 
group project Mattos and his group 
are helping the Business Depart­
ment develop a new Web site tar­
geting high school students. Mattos 
felt that his classmates project help­
ing the Humane Society was a great 
way for college students t give back 
to their community. 

According to Green the goal of 
the event was to get information 
about the Humane Society to stu­
dents and to promote the services 
the society provides. The group has 

Trumps 

also set up other events such as this 
one with the Humane Society for 
future eBusiness students to con­
tinue the partnership. 

"Partnerships such as these are not 
only important for education, but alas 
the work of the community," Scharf­
enstein said. 

For information about the eBus 
program view the announcement on 
on this page. 

For information about volunteer­
ing at the Hawaiian Humane Society 
call (808) 946-2187 ext. 216 and for 
information about adopting animals 
call the adoption kiosk at (808) 946-
2187 ext. 218. You can also visit the 
society at 2700 Waialae Avenue or 
online at hawaiianhumane.org. 

BE HEARD 

Advertising with The 
Kapi'o can't be any 

easier and 
affordable. 

Contact 
kapioads@hawaii. 
edu for ratesheets 

and more info 

Tournament 
2 out of 3 elimination tournament 

Dec. 7 'Ohi'a Cafeteria 
3 to .9 p.m. 

Donations to the KCC S.T.E.M. foundation: $5 a team or $2.50 a person 
The tournament is open to KCC students and faculty 
Also featuring Grill Brain Toss (an area for studying between games in the 220 Grille) 

For more information contact Keolani Noa at keolani@hawaii.edu or (808) 734-9236 
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