












The beat of a different drummer 
By Larry Lieberman 

Deep in the heart of Kakaako, hidden 
away amongst the auto body shops and dingy 
manufacturing houses, a special world ex­
ists. Fred Vinson's Pro Drums is a small 
shop, hardly noticeable from the outside, 
indeed nearly invisible to anyone who does 
not just where to look. On the inside, 
however, it is a universe of its own. 

Unlike any store in the state, Fred's is 
stocked with an incredible selection of drums, 
drums, and only drums. Every inch of space 
is filled with drums and percussion, parts 
and accessories, cymbals, stands, and sticks. 
The walls are lined with rims and hoops, the 
shelves full of drumheads and pedals, music 
books and practice pads. The only exception 
is a refrigerator full of cold sodas for thirsty 
customers. Yet, out of all the store's drum 
related products, there is one that relates to 
drums the most: The owner, Fred Vinson. 

Gruff and unpretentious, Fred's sharp wit 
and rascally smile belie his age. He still 
loves to slam down boilermakers, and his 
speech, frequently peppered by expletives 
and innuendo, reflects a sarcastic but good­
humored approach to life. 

Born in 1920 in Tacoma, Washington 
("Because," Fred says, "I wanted to be close 
to my Mother."), his love for drums began 
early in life. Now, at almost 72, Vinson has 
over 65 years of playing experience. 

He played his first paying gig in 1932, 
and left home at 15 to tour with Sonny 
Dunham, the leader of a big band. Although 
he returned to Tacoma to study drafting at 

• the University of Washington, there was 
never any real doubt in his mind that music 
would be his career. 

"I was going to school in the daytime and 
playing gigs at night," Vinson recalls. "You 
know, we played hotels, ballrooms, radio 
broadcasts, all kinds. Then I checked out 
some draftsmen who had been at it for years, 
and I was making more money than they 
were! I said, hell with this, I don't want to be 
like those guys and spend 40 years behind a 
desk, drawing blueprints. They've got noth­
ing to look forward to when they come home 
except to get drunk out of their minds and 

Fred Vinson surrounded by what he knows best. 

He would play drums. 
Vinson went on to become one of the best 

drummers of the big band era, playing for 
such notables as Jimmy Dorsey ("He swore 
at me once!"), Stan Kenton, and Woody 
Herman. He played in New York, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, anywhere the gigs 
took him, playing on numerous records, 
movie soundtracks and even Muzak record­
ings. He played in the-speakeasies during 
Prohibition ("We drank." He confides with 
a smirk). During World War Two Vinson 
played in the Army Band. 

"They dido 't send me overseas because 
they dido 't want to lose the war!" he reflects. 

One of his longer engagements was a six­
year stint as the orchestra drummer on the 
Groucho Marx Show, a job similar to that of 
Anton Fig's (drummer on the David 
Lettennan show) or Ed Shaugnessy's (from 
the Tonight Show). Shaugnessy, a legend­
ary drummer in his own right, is a close 

friend and contemporary ofVinson' s. Other 
famous beatmakers in the same circle of 
acquaintance include Gene Krupa, Louie 
Bellson, and the unforgettable Buddy Rich. 

Fred recalls those days fondly. 
"I guess they were the good old days," he 

says. "But we were hungry for it back then. 
We would do anything to beat the next guy, 
except when we knew he was better." 

Remembering the respect musicians 
shared for each other, he goes on, "My 
friend and I entered a drum contest once, 
Gene Krupa's contest. We thought we had 
it sewn up. Then Louie Bellson came in and 
wiped us both out!" 

Fred eventually took over the drum de­
partment at Leo's Music, a large music store 
in Oakland. As one of the Bay Area's 
leading music stores, they were instrumen­
tal, literally, in helping the careers of such 
artists as Journey, The Grateful Dead, and 
the Steve Miller Band. 

"But Leo got sick," Fred remembers of 
the event that led to his relocation to Hawaii. 
"He thought he wasn't going to live, and he 
was right." 

In 1982, 50 years after playing his first 
professional gig, Fred packed a 40-foot 
Matson container full of drums, and headed 
for Hawaii, where he had friends and a gig 
with local jazz legend Gabe Baltazaar. His 
store changed locations four times in the first 
five years (''There's always someone trying 
to take a bite out of me!" He grumbles), but 
Vinson is content with the recent renewal of 
his five year lease at 1008 Kawiahao St 

"Music is changing," he admits. "But 
there will always be guys who want to beat on 
drums." 

For them, Fred Vinson's Pro Drums is a 
very special world indeed. 

As for the future, Fred explains his phi­
losophy: "Provide good drums at a reason­
able price, that's all I want to do. If I can do 
that and survive, I'm happy. I've played with 
a lot of great musicians and been in a lot of 
great bands. I have no regrets!" 

What is his wise advice for today' s drum­
mers? 

"Be hungry. Play from the heart. Learn 
to read sheet music. And," he adds, "come 
buy a drum set from my store!" 

Though he still spends each day immersed 
in the crash and boom of percussion, Fred 
doesn't play much anymore, mostly because 
of a gradual hearing loss that has rendered 
him nearly deaf. 

Ironic, yes, but hearing loss is not uncom­
mon among drummers. He has no plans to 
learn sign language, though, because, he ex­
plains, "I know the middle finger, what else 
do I need to know?" 

On a normal day, Fred can be found at the 
store, sweating away in the workshop, doing 
drum repairs and customizations with well­
worn hands. His lovely companion, Lynn 
Redden, runs the store and answers the phone. 
While many a treasure can be found among 
the well-stocked aisles at Fred Vinson's Pro 
Drums, anyone who knows Fred knows that 
the greatest treasure of all is not an instru­
ment, but a player. 

Found art show to be found in Koa 
By Debbie Y amao 

Found art, recycled art, garbage art or folk 
art; it all falls into the same category of con­
temporary art that deals with mixed media. 
But the artists of found art take mixed medium 
alevelfurther by stepping out of the traditional 
boundaries. They gather objects that would 
normally be thrown away and create a unique, 
one-of-a-kind objects called art. 

Liam Walsh, who uses found objects in his 
art will showcase his work at the Koa Gallery 
starting Feb.19. An example of his work is a 
bird cage he found at a garage sale put together 
with metal objects hanging on the bottom, 
giving an appearance of a cuckoo clock. He 
also does representational paintings. 

Through someofhis travels, Walsh painted 
what he felt, not what he saw, about the 
atmosphere of the place he was staying. 

Although Walsh's home base and studio is 
in New York, he hopes some day to establish 

a place here in Hawaii. 
"I love Hawaii, and would like to establish 

a name for myself here," says Walsh, who 
comes here annually. 

Walsh had always wanted to be an artist 
Growing up with a father who was a cartoonist 
exposed him to the creative process early on. 
His interest in found art started when he was in 
high school. Walsh's evolution to this me­
dium started as a painter and his fondness for 
fonn and texture. 

Walsh finds his objects of form and texture 
at dumpsters, garage s3les and on the side of 
the road. Walsh said that he picks up or buys 
items that grabs him. 

Walsh describes how he encounters his 
work pieces. "I usually have a vision of what 
I want to create and I find things that will fit 
into the picture. I may be walking or driving 
around and I'll stop all of a sudden when I spot 
items that interest me. Sometimes, I'll run into 

things and I collect them knowing I'll use 
them later." 

Walsh's extensive travelling gives him 
inspiration to hopefully exhibit around the 
world. For now his works were showcased in 
numerous galleries around the nation and 
Australia. 

"I want to live my life spontaneously, 
going with the flow and not settling down on 
a permanent basis," said the free spirited 
Walsh. 

Walsh's inspiration and influence comes 
from his roommate, who is also an artist, and 
from the famous found artists Rauchen Berg 
and Jasper Johns. 

Walsh says that he is satisfied with what he 
does and has no regrets in his choice to 
become an artist "I'm very happy doing 
what I'm doing and wouldn't do anything 
else. Found art is an element of chance and if 
you let it, it creates by itself." 

Part of the "Spontaneous Combustion" 
tion by artist Liam WaLrh. 



INFOLINE ... INFOLINE ... INFOLINE ... INFOLINE ... INFO 

*Film- The four homeboys in "Hangin' 
Out With the Homeboys" spend a long, 
rambling Friday night cruising the Bronx 
and Manhattan. 7:30p.m. 

t "Collectibles ••• Coins" will teach 
participants the history of collecting,. doing 
it for pleasure or investment, storage and 
care, membership organizations and avail­
able. Participants are encouraged to bring 

-one or two coins for evaluation, however, 
only U.S. or Hawaiian coins. From 7 to 8:30 
p.m. at Ilima 202B. 

* Opera- Hawaii Opera preview of 
"Manon" reviewed by William Scherer. 
Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. and Feb. 22 at 4 p.m. 

Union of Concerned Scientists invites 
you to hear Kevin T. Knobloch speak on "A 
'Victory Divided' to Celebrate the Cold 
War's End: How Deeply Should We Cut 
Our Military?" The presentation will be 
held at The Religious Society of Friends, 
24 24 Oahu Ave. For more information, call 
956-7427. 

* Film- "A Tale of the Wind" takes us 
from the sands of the Gobi to the mountains 
of the moon, forming along the way one of 
the most personal and most eloquent testa­
ments on the power and mystery of the 
cinema. Feb. 20 at 1 and 7:30p.m. and Feb. 
21 at 7:30p.m. 

The Very Special Arts Festival is look­
ing volunteers to assist children from special 
education classes with hands-on art demon­
strations, registration of the participants, re­
freshments and setting up/taking down the 
festival. The festival will be held at the 
McCoy Pavilion through Feb. 22 from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. For more information, call 735-
4325. 

Last day to apply and register for 
Credit-by-Exam. 

Nirvana will perform live at Pink's Ga­
rage Feb. 21 and 22. For more information, 
ca11537-1555. 

Windward Community College presents 
their annual Hawaiian Music Concert at 
7:30 p.m. at Castle High School Theatre. 
Among the performers are Barney Isaacs, 
Makaha Sons of Niihau, Halau Hula o 
Mililani and Frank Kawai Hewett. Tickets 
are $10 for general admission. For more 
information, call 235-7433. 

Interested faculty and staff are invited to 
attend a special meeting to review the cur­
rent recycling program at KCC from 2:30 
to 4:30p.m. in Ohia 104. Ways to improve, 
expand and generate a more comprehensive 
recycling program at KCC will be the focus 
of the session. If you would like to forward 
comments or suggestions, call Toni Nelson 
at Student Congress. 

* Concert- Guitarist David Richter in 
concert. This award-winning musician is 
currently residing in Florence and performs 
regularly in America and Europe. 8 p.m. 

An Ohana Kokua Ano Kuli meeting 
will be held at 10:15 a.m. at the Statewide 
Center Library, 3440 Leahi Ave. This ses­
sion will cover self-help and communication 
rules for hard of hearing people. Gallaudet 
Center Director Jim Fernandes will direct 
the session. 

* Lecture- "Conversations About the 
Artists" is an intimate panel discussion fea­
turing the artists and relatives of the artists in 
the exhibition: ArthurTennent(sonofMadge 
Tennent),John Young(artist),JohnKelly Jr. 
(son of John Melville Kelly) and Sueko 
Kimura (artist). 2 p.m. 

*Film- "Shadows," a bitter-sweet com­
ing of age comedy, was the winner of five 
awards at the 1959 Venice Film Festival. 
Feb. 23 at 4 p.m. and Feb. 24 at 7:30p.m. 

John Romita Jr., artist of Punisher: 
W arzone will be on hand for an autograph 
session and original art showing from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hawaii Collectors Gallery, 
1056 12th Ave. Romita's past work includes 
Amazing Spiderman and X-men. For more 
information, call 732-0670. 

The WindwardCommunityCollegePlay­
ers and the Chaminade University Drama 
Program will be presenting the play "God" 
by Woody Allen. Auditions will be noon to 
3 p.m. at the WCC Little Theatre or by 
appointment. Performances will be April3-
18 at WCC, and April 24-26 at Chaminade. 
Rehearsals will be on weekday evenings. 
Scripts are available in Woody Allen's book 
"Without Feathers" or by calling Ben Moffat 
at 235-7446. 

Cercle Francais 1992 meets from 12:15 
to 1: 15 p.m. at Iliahi 204. Dejeuner et film­
Cyrano II. Alimentation- "sign-up." 

A free session on Time Management 
Strategies will be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
atOhia 118. 

*Film- "Home Less Home" is a moving 
and very personal documentary that con­
trasts the Depression and its unique prob­
lems which are contrasted with live video 
interviews of today's more articulate home­
less. Feb. 25 and 26 at 7:30p.m. 

"From Sea Jellies to Coral Polyps: 
Cnidarian Diversity" will get you into the 
"sting" of things. Aquarium staff and Dave 
Gulko of the UH Zoology Dept. utilize slides, 
live specimens and the gallery exhibits to 
provide insight on the cnidarian phylum, 
which includes sea jellies, hydroids, anemo­
nes, corals and their relatives. Registration 
is $16 per person. Feb. 25 and 27 from 7 to 
9 p.m. For more information, call923-9741. 

tIn "Hawaiian Skygazing," KD Leka 
will lecture on auroras, man-made satellites, 
planets, moons, comets, stars, clusters and 
galaxies. Sky gazing will be done on the date 
of the lecture (Feb. 25 from 7 to 8:30p.m. at 
the Diamond Head Chapel) and on the night 
of the fieldtrip (Feb. 29 from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m.). Cost is $20. 

* Film- "Songs of the Islands" stars 
Betty Grable, Victor Mature, Jack Oakie, 
Hilo Hattie and Harry Owens and His Royal 
Hawaiians. Grable's best assets, her legs, are 
in the spotlight in this musical comedy set in 
Hawaii. 1 and 7:30p.m. 

t "Sashiko" is the Japanese embroidery 
using the running stitch. This introductory 
class is open to new and continuing students. 
Participants are asked to bring a pair of 
scissors to each class. Thursdays through 
March 12, from 6 to 9 p.m. in Koa 201 . 
Course fee is $30. 

One of the world's favorite fairy tales 
comes to lif~ as" Cinderella 11 is presented at 
the Army Community Theatre through Feb. 
29. For more information, call438-4480. 

* Concert- Pianist Barry Hannigan in 
concert. 8 p.m. 

t KCC and the Pacific Rim Foundation 
presents a free international affairs speaker 
program. The flrst topic is the Common­
wealth of Independent States - Personal 
perspectives of the current situation. In­
cluded on the panel are Senator Steve Cobb, 
guest lecturer at Moscow University of 
Moscow; Orson G. Swendle, III, who opened 
the first retail store in the Soviet Far East; 
Paula Mantel, who produced youth programs 
in Russia and Florence Kelley, who attended 
international conferences in the former So­
viet Union. From 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the 
Diamond Head Chapel. 

•• indicates a production or presentation or 
the Honolulu Academy of Arts. Films are shown 
in the Academy Theatre, and tickets are $4,$3 for 
members. For more Information, call 538-3693 
ext. 247. 

t · Indicates a production or presentation 
sponsored by the omce or Community Services. 
For more Information, call 734-9211. 

* Heirlooms- "Heirloom Discovery 
Day." Three expert appraisers from the 
auction house Sotheby's will give verbal 
appraisals of a wide variety of art objects. 
The public is invited to bring their objects 
and family treasures to have them evaluated 
on a first come, frrst serve basis. The fee is 
$15 per piece and light refreshments will be 
served. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

* Film- Today's Avant-Garde Double 
Feature. Through a series of26 short stories, 
a young girl recounts the events that shaped 
her childhood and formed her adult percep­
tions of fatherhood, family, work and play in 
"Sink or Swim." In "Video by Sadie 
Benning," seventeen-year -old Benning uses 
a Fisher Price toy video camera to create 
short video art pieces that give an unprec­
edented voice to the experience of gay teen­
agers. Feb. 29 at 7:30p.m. and March 1 at 4 
p.m. 

11 Stories in the Sand" is presented by the 
WaikikiAquarium and is designed with fami­
lies in mind. In this hands-on lab/workshop, 
participants learn to "read" sands from around 
the world. Youngsters must be accompa­
nied buy an adult. Cost is $10 per person. 
For more information, call923-9741. 

* Lecture- Ronn Ronck, Honolulu Ad­
vertiser arts writer, presents an illustrated 
iecture "Artists at the Newspapers, 1920-
1930" in conjunction with the exhibition 
"Encounters with Paradise." 2 p.m. 

* Concert- "Sound in Light: A Musical 
Gallery - Italy" takes you on a journey to 
five countries with music, slide projections 
and lively commentary. 8 p.m. 

A free session on Exam Strategies will 
be held from noon to I p.m. at Ohia 118. 

*Lecture-PianistJ effrey Swann presents 
"The Genius of Rossini," a discussion of 
Rossini's genius for composition with illus­
trations on the piano. 10 a.m. 

t KCC music instructor Linda Doo will 
help you expand your knowledge of "Mu­
sical Theatre." This session will cover 
European and American origins, "Okla­
homa," "WestSide Story" and new trends of 
Webber, Sondheim, Boublil and Schonberg. 

Scholarship offered 
The Caledonian Society of Hawaii an­

nounces an award for youth education to 
further interest in the Scottish heritage. 
Awards up to $1500 per year will be 
made. 

To be eligible, a student must be 16 to 
23 years of age, enrolled in school or 
college, a United States citizen and a 
resident of the State of Hawaii. 

All applications must be received by 
March 15. For more information, call 
Joanne McNeil at 373-4862. 
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