
Open Educational Resources (OER) -- Where have all the textbooks
gone???

Long, long ago...well actually, it wasn't that long ago. If you want to be technical, okay,

for some this is still true. Anyway, as I was writing, in some English classes, textbooks

and handbooks are still the norm. Instructors are quoted a price from a publisher offering

to put together a fantastic "special package" that would help students receive the

needed materials while keeping prices "affordable." Of course the question was,

"Affordable for whom?" 

Instructors, in turn, would be forced to build their courses around the text's contents and

would feel obligated to use the entire book even if sections were less than conducive to

student learning.

Well, fortunately, as Bob Dylan once wrote, "The Times, They Are A-Changin'" and thank

heavens for that! Welcome to the 21st century college classroom. The invention of the

Open Educational Resource or "OER" as it is known to its friends, is challenging the

antiquated publisher as king of higher education mindset. Now great authors no longer

have to be beholden to the whims of textbook houses' juries. Information does not have

to sit until it is outdated before being released to the world! See a typo in a chapter? Let

the author know and witness changes sometimes literally before your eyes. Find

something in one text and want to combine it with something in another? No problem!

Yet the best part of this new turn? All of the information is free and can be in your hands

instantaneously! 

We are and will forever will be textbook free. Welcome to the new generation of learning.
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